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Revolutionary Movcment in South Africa.

By A Delegate

HE vast bulk of the, proletariat in South Afriea

is Bantu by race, disehfeanchised except in the

Cape Colony, and lubouring under serf condi-

tions of passporss, indentures and  special
penal laws.

The Indian and wuite workers are in the mi-
nority.  Pronouncements from  the official Labhour
movement in South Africa <should he accepted always
with those facts in view: ‘that the iliusion of all white
master  communities, Alhenion democraries, that
they represent the whole of the people and that
the mass of the serfs or slaves beneath them are
politieally non-existent. to a great extent possesses
llluf white working clax: movement in South Africa
also.

So far the great mass of the native wprkers,
comprising 75%, ol the. proletariat. have mot yet
attained to a collective voice or to the consciotness
of their mission as a class, Peculiar methods of
temporary employmeni in the industries, alternating
with periods of return to their native reserves, lar-
gely account for this.

The Polilical Labour Movement.

With the formation of the South African union in
1010 the scattered sections and Trade Councils in
the Labour movement in South Africa united into
one South African Labour Party, with the Socialist
objective in its constitutivn,

At the 1910 general eleetion the S AL L. P
returned four members to the Union l’arliunl«-nt.
Up w the dissolution of Parliament in 1015, ¢lee-
tion virtorics brought the number up to cight
members.

Effect of Indusirial Upheavals on the Po-~
litical Movement.

In July 1913 the great strike of the miners,
followed by other trudes on the rand, took place,
It was made notorious throughout the world by the
massacre of citizens in the streets of Johannesburg
by the Government troops.

In January 1914 another %-ncml. strike took
place (confined, of course, to white workers). The
strike was started on the railways, followed by the
miners and other trades. The elaborate preparations,
by martial law regulations and police suppressions,
made by the Government to cope with the strike,
brought about a debacle to the workers, and the
deportation of nine strike leaders followed.

In the Provincial Council clections, which came
round in March following, the S. A. L. P. drew to

of the League.

itself all the liberal and labour indignation against
the military methods of  suppression adopted by
the Government, and 23 out of 25 labour candi-
diates were returned to the Transvaal Provincial
Council.

This sueeess brought its penalties: The Partly
was invaded by a large number of politreal adven-
turers, o that when the war broke out in Augrust
of the same year, it had hardly found time to re-
gain its working class equilibrium.

Nevertheless, ten of its 23 members in the
Transvaal Proviteial Council voted for an anti-war
resolution brought forward in that body., At the
annual conference of the Party held in Fast-London
in*Jannary 1915 the anti-war_section of the Party
wis in possession of the Party machine and con-
trolled the eonference. In spite of the Iact that
they had an enthusiastie majority behind them, the
anti-war section held its hand for the sake of unity,
being under the impression that a speedy termina-
tion of the war wonld save the Party.

Comrade W. H. Andrews, spokesman {n Par-
liiment for the anti-war section, and chairman. of
the Party, was reelected chairman at this conference,
and an anti-war majority was elected on the Exe-
cutive.

A resolutinn was then passed, with only one
dissentient, leaving the question of war to be de-
cided by cach individual member according to the
dictates of his own reason and conscience. '

On this compromise the Party worked until
Colonel Creswell, its Parliamentary leader, returned
from German South-West Africa.in June 1915, The
general election for Parliament was due in October,
Col. Creswell immediately *threw down the chal-
lenge to the anti-war section of the Party in a ma-
nifesto to the members, urging the Party the _Sco
the War through* policy. A counter-manifesto was
issued by 20 prominent members: A special con-
ference was called for August 22nd to decide the
Party’s election platform.

During the intervening months the press had
heen at work hurling vituperation at the anti-war
Party, and the appeal to passion was reflected at
the special conference.

Now the majority had goue over to the .Seo
it Throngh“ Party. The election ruthlessly swept
aside all talk of compromise, all consideration for
old associations, all desire to make the continuance
of the anti-war comrades in the Party easy, all
npsenl to the deeper things for which the Party
had been formed; and all candidates, who would
not endorse the ,See it Through* polity were tur-
ned down.
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The Cleavage.

Fight members of the E. C. including the
chairman, secretary and treasurer, resigned office,

The anti-war scetion then formed itself, into
a body under the name of International League of
the S, A L. P, with the view to carry on the pro-
aganda and retrieve the Party for internationalism.,
Jut this could not last. 'The election fever grew.
Almost simultanecously as the League members vo-
ted to withdraw from the S, AL L. P, and form a
separate ofganisation, the 8. A. 1. P. administra-
tive Council voted for the expulsion of all mem-
bers of the International ILeague. In September
1015 this organisation started as the International
Socialist League of South Alrica.

Our Organ ,,The Internalional.”

Immedintely aftep the break away of the so-
cialists, the League stacted its weekly  The Inter-
national,* which is now in its sixth volume. The
«Worker® the official organ of the S A L. P,
eollapsed in 1913 owing to the conflicting views on
the war. Since then the S. Al L. . has not pub-
lished a newspaper or official journal of any Kind.
Our orgam The Inh'rnnliunui]" is absolutely the
only working .class weekly in South Africa. The
League possesses its own printing plant, which i
a great help to us in getting onr literature out
in time,

The peculiar problems, which the socialist mo-
vement has to face in South Africa with its black
proletariat, accounts for the small circulation of the

paper.

Eleclion Resulis Since Formalion of the
Ledgue.

In the Transvaal: Provincial elections in 1017
comrade W. Il Andrews contested the Benoni di-
vision, and though defeated by the "Labour Party
nominee, received a poll of 355 votes, which wasof
sufficient concern to the capitalist press to cause
it to break its conspiracy of silence and inquire into
the reasons.

The Lengruo fought elections on issues such
as .war against war,e and  Linduxtrial  unionism
against craft unionism.~ which in South Afriea, of
course implics the native.

In the Benoni clection referred to, the Leagug
candidato hud arrayed against him pot only thy
pro-war passion, but alsoe the anti-native, anti-colour
prejudice, which among the Dutch section of they
population especially, is exceedingly virulent. With
the dncreasing popu\urity of international socialism
tho nppeal to colour prejudice is being resortod to
more and more by the enemies of the working
class, the more dangerous wo become.

This weapon was used against us with such
an effect at the Benoni election by tho Labour Par-
ty, tnat the who'e of the Dutch vote, which was.
anti<war as far av it is anti-British and potty bour:
geois, was alicnated from the Leaguo.

Anti-colour prejudice was usod by the L. P. in
the ¢loctions mentioned, and it became thoir chiof

woipon in the general election in March of this
year, 1920. The Leagne fought that election with
five eandidates in the field. The clection patform
was: the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.

As the immenso majority of the 8 \frican
proletariat are members of the Bantu races, it is
ohvious that the native qiestion in regart to So-
viets was brought more than ever to thy fore-
ground.

South Africa, like Russia, possessos a lanzo ruru
population, and in our case, as in Russia, the prolo.
tariat in practice would include not only thie indu-
strinl workers, but the small peasants and landless
agriculturists as well, who again in our conntry to
a large extent are non-European.

All theso olements, irrespective of colour, are
to make up tho .ruling class* whose dictatorship
and mastery of the productive forces of society is
the first step in the working elass revolution.

It is_ this stumbling block that makes «the so-
cialist problem scem so insoluble and difficult in
South Africa, where most white wage earnert, if not
actually property owners, aspire to that status-and
abcorb the ideology of the petty honrgzeois. a'et any
working class movement. that ignores or shirks tho
organisation of the pative worker is a shanr,

Any revolution leaving out the lower stratum
to the rest would at the bottom be one of a8 hour-
geois nature, perpetuating the antagonism, on which
present society s based.

This theé vote catching Lahour Party, playing
up to the white trade unionists and the hites in
general, refuses to sce. It preaches the segregation
of the natives, which spells cheap labour. "Beeause
ft ix a well known fact, that the whites epuld not
last one week without the natives,  This has been
proved by big strikes of native workers on  the
#old mines and during the March 1920 general eclec-
tion campaign.

To the shame of the white miners, they seab-
bed on the native workers. The league, notwith-
standing the fact, that during the election campaign
it had been under the constant fire of colour pre-
judice both of the press and Labour Party on
account of our native policy, immediately issued a
leaflet, cailing upon the white miner not to seab
upon his black fellow worker. (See . Internatio-
nal* 224).

The & A, L. P not only dissocinded itsell
from this great native strike, but it wen® to great
pains to prove, that these wicked International
Socialists were behind it ull. It resulted in the-
breuking up of our election meetings oy orga-
nised gang- led by prominent Labour Payty mem-
bers.  Large numbers of our stupportere at other
times, having been hit in one way or another by
the native strike and who have the petty hourgeoin
penchant of repeating revolutionary phrases, voted
for the Labour Party. On the eve of thd poll Col.
Creswell, the leader of the Labour I'arty; in a ma-
nifesto, issued in the capitalist press, declared for
the maintenance of imperial connections between
S, A. and Ureat Britain. This manifesto, combined
with the fear on the part of the English population
that the Dutch Nationalist Party, fighting for an
independant _South African Republic,” might win the
day, finally drew to the Labour Party a large num-
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ber of British nationalist vaters. The Labour 'arty
returned ecighty one membders to the Union Par-
Hainept.

Notwithdtanding our overwhelming defeat, the
fight we put up has boea very valuable and we are
gratificd in being able to state, that the principle
of wsolidarity of labour irrespeative of race or colowr
1r making hcadway among the white workers.

If election results are to be the index of
power, then the 8. L. I’. counts for little as yet
in the South African working class movement. But
if the degree of working vlass revolutionary effort
is to be uccounted for, then the immensity of
colour prejudice it has to face, its, great propa-
yanda work both by public mecting’and written
word and the fuct that it sustains, through the sclf
sacrifice of its members, the main South African
working class paper, places the International Socia-
list League as the one vigorous political organisation
of the workers of South Africa.

The theatre trust, which controls most halls
Im South Africa, refuses to let us any hall. The Lea-
F\;e's mectings have beon broken up time and ngain
hy an organised black hundred, »nd the police has
.repeatedly instigated proceedings against our meth-
bﬂ; for the crime of being ussaulted by organised
mobs.

In August 1918 a manifesto against the con-
tinuance of the War was the occasion for a police
eourt charge. Two comrades were sentenced to six
wecks h labour. The sentence was quashed on

appeal.

A Qovernment Frame Up

In July 1018 three of our white comrades und
five natives were arrosted on a charge of Geweld
(violence). The League, which during the war had
been the only propaganda body in South Africa,
had become somewhat popular .among the workers,
mpccially among the native workers. The native had
found in the League, for the first time in tho
history of South Africa, a working class organisa-
tion willing to fight for the native proletariat,
asaisting them in every way towards their emanci-
pation. )

The Industrial Workers of Africa, a native
organisation on revolutionary lines, formed by the
League, the outcome ol tho Icagune's native study
classes, began to Instill in the minds of the au-
thorities the fact, that it had been formed for the
purpose to fight for the abolition of the present
system.

A passive resistance movemant, organised by
the I. W. of A. in conjunction with South Africa
native 'National Congress for the abolition of the

system and for higher wages, was the occasion
or the Government to try their hands at a frame up.

Elaborate preparations were made by the ,Na-
tive Affairs® and ,Secret Service* department to
strike the blow, which was to exterminate the
League. By mcans of cables to Britain and discus-
sions in Parllament tho Government started, rix
months prior to the ta:lvrost of our comndehs, I:e cani-
paign to prepare public opinion against the Leagne.

Polloem:;)leu wen: seht to the meetings of the
L. W. of A. and clapses of the league, inatructed
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to take notes of the procecdings. One spy even-
accepted secretaryship of the f W. of A. After a
very sensational and mysterious message from the
Government to the people about the ﬁcauuc and
German gold, details, which were. inexpedient in
public interest to publish ete., arrest followed.

The chief witness for the Government, a na-

tive of our study class, n{;parently more impressed

by our teachings than by the Government pay,
confessed, after reading o long statement in court
about the activitics of the League, that the state-
ment just read out by him was not his statement,
nor had it been signed by him. This smashed the
six months work of the Union Government, and
after three momths of silence the case was dis-
inissed.

Aboul The Black Prolelarial.

At the Socialist Conference of South Africa
Soctalists held on August sth. 1917, for the purpose
of clecting a delegate, to represent South Africa
at the Stockholm Conference of 1917, was to be no-
ted the first fruits of our propaganda against colour
prejudice. The League's lead 1n the matter was re-
cognised by the following bodics reprosented: |The
socia]l  Democratic Federation of Cape Town, Scuth
African Peace and Arbitrarion Society, the Jewish
Socialist Society of Cape Town, Suilors Union, and
other unconnected Socialists outside the League. An
Indian delegate, com. Sigamoney represented the
organization of the urban Indian Union, and n
number of native workers, one of whom adressed
the Conferenco on the nalive agrarian grievances.
It would bo hard for our HKurnpean comrades to
reualise the =ignificance pf the Indian and native
delegatos sitting in a warking class gathering in
South Africa. ;fho very [fact of these biack fcllow
workers voicing thoir class conciousness with us,
lifted the ronferonce to a high pitch of enthusiasm.
So snditious, subversive of order and of constituted
authority is it regarded to carry on working cluss
propaganda amdng tho native workers, that an
administrative ‘Council of the S. A. L. I’ sitting he-
low in ono of the Trades Hall Committce rooms
adjourned to a neighboring hotel, us a protest against
whites and natives sitting in conference together!

Wo do not claim that theso coloured delega-
tes represented great masses of ‘the black proleta-
riat. We look upon them rather as the advanced
fuard of that mass in its struggle toward articula-
fon: the very oxistance of that mass, voteloss, voi-
celess and unorganised, makes all white clection
resultr insignificant as a test of power. Wo repeat
that only a barometer of effort, not of votes, can
entitle a South African delegate to be heard in the
Council of the International: We think that our propa-
ganda and its fruit among the native and Indian
workers are of a mighty significance for the mil-
lions of the coloured proletariat, in all parts of the
world, and a surety that the Southy Afri¢an proletariat
too, will unitedly tread the path of the working
class International.

Since that Conference South Alrica has reen
three huge and two or three s=mall native strikes,
one against the pass law and for higher wages as
previously mentioned in the report,
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This movement developed out of a small wag:
strike of natives working in the Johannesburg mu-
nicipality. 1t being the first native strike, the po-
lice eaurt inflicted some sentenves on the natives
on strike, which caused a fairly. general movement
among the natives. The feature of their struggle
agoinst the pass law was, that the natives simply
collectird the passes in big bags and burped them
in Ifroiy of pass offices and police stations.

I the Cape Town strike of January 1020, against
the export of foodstuffs from the union, the natives

were 't down badly by the white workers not-

withstanding the fact, that they had come out on
strike on request of Cape Federation of Trades.

The third strike was of native mine workers,
in March 1920. Ahout forty thousand natives were
involved dnily, where onc’mine returned to work,
anothek mine came on strike, thereby keeping the
police .on the run all the tiine.

The Transvaal strikes were all suppressed hy
violenge on the part of the police: and white mohs
of hogligans and the workers were driven back
at the point of the bavonet. A large numbor of
casualties were inflicted (injured and - killed).

A Hovernment inquiry held for the purpose of
finding the causes of the native grirvances, assured
the public once more, that the working conditions
of the natives did not warrant the unrest among
them, but the dactrines of the 1. S. I, and the
exainple of white workers were the cause.

The natives are rapidly proving that tho‘k'
begin to understund what solidarity means. So far,
the natives’ spirit of revolt has meant g0 much
steam in the air, as they do not possess the neo-
cessary organitafion. But once that marhinery
could ‘be created to control and direct that spirit
they will prove an irresistible force.

AfTiliation to the III Inlernalional.

Puring the war the Leaguc has found its kind
est dpirit in the Zimmerwaldien group. It has
correypondod and looked for inspiration, up to tho
Russinn Revolution, more to the Italian Socialiat
Party and com. Grimm of Berne, than to even our
English comrades, although the personnel of our
E. C. is predominantly British.

At our Fifth Conferonce the League affiliated
to the Third International.

The Indusirial Movement of 8. Africa

Jike the political movement, tho industrial
movémoent suffered severely through the war.

It had just emerged from r last battle in .Ja-
nuary 1914 and had not had timexet to consolidate
its fprces, when the war broke out.

Tho first general strike, July 1918, a victory for
the workers? had killed all ruce hatred existing het-
ween the Dutch and English workers, and indeed ﬁsoo-
mod- as if internationalism was goipg to be tha basis
of the South African trade union movement. But

the war, once more awakened a bitter racial feeling-

hetween both races, and the alroady badly damagewd
forves ol industrial oiganised lahour, fell to pieces
or acarly so.

Sinco its inception, the league had wtarted

vigourous campaign for .Industrial Unionism.* . The
workers had not been long in discovering that the
capitalist class was undermining and weakening the
workers’ position, whilo the workers were disorga-
nised through raclal feelings. During 1916 and 1917
the South African Industrinl Federation started a
vigourous organising- campaign in - the Transvaal,
with the result that today it is hard to find a white
man in the Transvaal, who does not belong to one
union or another.

The Southy, African Industrial Foderation consists
of affiliated trade and craft unions. As its name in-
dicates, previously it was called .The Federution of
Trades,” it was thonght that with the existonce of
trades craft unions, the .Foderation* was to be the
means to bring .Industrianl Unionism* about. But
instead of that being so, the Foderation discourages
all  revolutionary movements, or any tendency
to revolntioniso,the fighting tactics of the workers.

So-far the only move that is made towards
industrial organisation, is by moans of forming .In-
dustrial Departments*  within the shell of the Fe-
deration, without touching or eliminating craft or
rade unions hetween such Industrial Departments,

The industrial movement is more and more
forced to adopt the League's methods of fighting
and organisation. Three years ago the industria
movement did not give the native any conxideration.
The native was not simply in their mind as a
worker, and any one preaching the organisation of
the white unskilled, to say nothing of the orga-
nisation of tho Bonta proictariat, was considered
insane.

Toduy the native question receives due consi-
deration, although nothing concrete has heen done.
The question is laid down before overy trade union
congress or delegater meeting of any kind and
union branches. Considering this in the light of the
position of three years ago, then indeed it can be re-
garded as a great advance towards the fulfiilment
of the League's principle of solidarity, irrespective
of race or colour.

The League, in its propaganda _for working
clasa solidarity, does not neglect one race or ano-
ther. The white worker with his {wtty hourgcois
outlook on life 13 inseparable industrially from
the native, therefore hoth races must advance
together.

The Shop Sieward Movement.

The Shop Steward movement in Great Britain
was A spontancous one,- initiated by the rank and
lile of lﬁe trade unidns Inyspito of tho oflicialdom
of these unfons. In South Africa it was introduced by
com. W. H. Andrews, the delegate to the Stockholm
conference just returned from Britain. In his capa-
city of League organiser, he adressed a num-
ber of trade union branch meetings, aggregate
meetings of trade unionists, tngether with a num-
her of propaganda mectings under the auspices of
the League, on the Shop Stewsrds movement.

Thﬂ movement is moroe or less artificial in
Nouth Africa. Like in the trade union movement, the
native is ignored, has no say or representation on
the ‘work committees, . and for this reason has not
ileveloped into a revolutionary movement. Today
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It 1s bound hand and oot to the Federation, the
object of the Shop Stewad! movemer.t has been ost,

Every effort on thé part of the Shop Steward
committee of a completr industrial eoncern, like
mine, power station e, to get their grievances
adjusted by direct actfon, is condemned by the-
Federation, .and the mdn concerned are branded as
scctionaliste.* . We wanti* says the Federation, (uni-
ted mass action of the proletariat,=-but good care is
tnken that such action never comes about, and if
any crisls threatens (4 develop into mmass. aetion,
it is always dirccted idto joint boards and bourds
of reference and what ot

The Federation will nol be anything else, but
a petty bourgeois movement, until the native takes
his place in the ranks of ongnnised labour. While
using revolutionary phrases, it assists the capita-
lists to exploit the lnhour power of the Bantu races,
strengthening the: whites' position on this exploi-
tation.

In fact, the capitajist press, time after time,
appeals o0 the whije worker to come to some {wa-
ceful arrangement, by which all whites will be
cnabled to suck the lifc blood out of the native.

Revolulionary Aclion on lthe Pari of the
"White indusirial Workers.

Two cvenls of immense revolutionary effect

on the workers’ mind took place in South Africa.

e formation of Johannesburg and  Durbars muni-

cipal Soviets. These events prove that the revdlu-

tlonary instinct of the workers is ahead df their
soclalist knowledge,

Tho movement in Johannesburg developed ou!

INTERNATIONAL S

of the wage action on the part of the Power Sta-
tion Engiveers. The refusihl on the part of the Po-
wer Station's  Engineers, and the refusal on’ the
part of the Town Council to settle the matter led
to the formation of the Soviet. On April 1 the
engincers and tramway men disposed of the sevvi-
ves of the town council, captured the Town Hall
and resumedd the tram, Power ard lighting services
of the Town umler their own control, The first tram
coming out, fiying the red flag, bore out the victory
of the Sovicet, an«rlo members of the Town. Conncil
reshgned.

“The Durban affair was better onganised. There
the workers had taken control of all the municipal
offices and concerns,

In hoth Soviets the natives were ignored as
usual. The strategy was excellent in hoth cases,
They wisely reckoned, that as a permanent insti-
tution under capitalism the Soviet. was imposible,
After giving the rank and file a taste of their po-
wer and the unconditional surrender of hoth Coun-
cils, the Boards of Control or Soviets, withdrew.
Such experiments can only be successful by forcing
the ‘whole proletariat to capture control first of
political power,

A drop of water in a pump often makes the
pamp give .water. But the revolutionary s&rll
throughout the country was not there yet. In both
Soviets the workers' revolutionary discipline was
splendid.  Apart from the S. A, L F. we have the
Cape Federation of Trades and the Natal Federa-
tion of Trades and the National Union of Railway
and Harbor Servants. The 8. A. L F. I8 the largest
body: all the other organisations together have
about an equal membership as the S, AL L F.
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