
FOCUS Marxism Today May 1982 3 

thiat has sliced employment at Times News­
papers from 3,500 at the time of the takeover 
to around 2,000. Accelerated development 
of the new computerised photocomposition 
system will do away with copy holders and 
readers shortly, and the company is then 
poised to go for the biggest prize of all — 
direct input into the computer by 
journalists. 

Talks have already begun with the NGA 
on the siting of three visual display units in 
the editorial area, and The Times seems set to 
be the first national newspaper where jour­
nalists get their hands on to live keyboards. 
It will be a modest start, but Bill O'Neill, 
Murdoch's Australian responsible for get­
ting the system on full stream has made it 
clear that, 'This is the thin end of the 
wedge'. 

The mood at New Printing House Square 
is one of relief mixed with apprehension. 
Relief that the horrors are over and appre­
hension that they will start again before 
long. Murdoch does not belong to the old-
style Beaverbrook school of proprietors. He 
is more interested in profits than propa­
ganda (though he doesn't see why he can't 
have both) and with alleged losses running at 
£4 million a year even after the last rotmd of 
cuts, the temptation to cut and cut again 
must still be there. 

Elsewhere in Reet Street, there is under­
standable anxiety that other proprietors 
faced with recession-induced cash problems 
will seek to copy Murdoch's strategy. Econ­
omies are already being demanded at 
Express Newspapers with management 
blaming the impact of the Aslef strikes on 
circulation costs. The NPA has held down 
the annual wage rise for the industry to 5% 
and unemployment in the industry is higher 
than for many years; Chapel power as we 
have known it for the last two decades may 
not be on the run, but it is certainly on the 
defensive. 

Jack Wakefield 

SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL 
PARTY 

The recent defeat by a decisive majority of 
the Head Committee of the Transvaal 
National Party, of the verkrampte (right 
wing) challenge to the verligte (reformist) 
policy of Prime Minister Botha, marks a 
turning point in the balance of political 
power within the ruling party in South 
Africa. It has led directly to the formation of 
the new Conservative Party by Dr Andries 
Treurnicht and 15 other rebel National 
Party MPs at a rally of 10,000 people in 

Pretoria. For, while the specific question on 
which the Head Committee voted was 
Botha's proposal, opposed by the Transvaal 
leader Treurnicht and the verkrampte fac­
tion, to make some changes in the political 
position of the coloured and Indian people, 
the whole reformist policy of the present 
government was at issue. The significance of 
the verkrampte defeat, in the most powerfiil 
and, hitherto, the most reactionary of the 
provincial parties, is that it reflects a new 
balance of power which, in turn, is related to 
changes in class formation and alliances 
within the party. 

The NP has been conventionally seen as a 
monolithic organisation representing 'the 
Afrikaner' in South African politics. Such a 
static, undifferentiated, 'ethnic' view of the 
NP is profoundly misleading. The NP is, in 
fact, no single 'national' party, but rather a 
loose federation of four autonomous provin­
cial parties, each with its own distinct social 
basis, party organisation, membership, lead­
ership, press, constitution and political and 
ideological style. The 'regionalist' or 'pro-
vincialist' struggles which have always 
plagued Afrikaner nationalist politics rest, 
in a sense, on these four distinct party struc­
tures. More fiindamentally, however, this 
regionalism and the, often wide, policy and 
ideological differences between the provin­
cial political parties are bound up with the 
distinct class basis of each party; it is the 
institutionalisation of a specific form of class 
alliance which differentiates each of the pro­
vincial parties. The conflia between the 
provincial parties has been largely expressed 
in ideological terms as deep differences over 
the definition of the interests of the Afrika­
ner 'volk', and in policy disputes. Acute 
conflicts and struggles within Afrikaner 

Botha 

nationalist ranks has been a constant feature 
of South African politics since 1948 (and 
indeed before). The content and form of 
these struggles have shifted with changes in 
the social bases of the various provincial 
NPs. 

In the Transvaal the party has organised 
the political alliance of the (almost exclusi­
vely Afrikaans-speaking) capitalist farmers 
of the Province, specific strata of white 
workers in the mines, construction, steel and 
transport industries, the large Afrikaans-
speaking petty bourgeoisie in the state 
apparatuses and the professions; and finally, 
emerging out of this latter group, a small 
class of aspirant conunercial and financial 
capitalists organised in the Reddingsdaadbe-
weging (literally, the movement for the act of 
rescue). It should be stressed however that 
alongside the NP, Transvaal Nationalist 
politics was dominated by a secret society 
known as the Afrikaner Broederbond. The 
Afrikaner Broederbond was effectively the 
institution through which the specific inter­
ests of the Afrikaner petty bourgeoisie came 
to be independently organised and articu­
lated. In both the wider Afrikaner nation­
alist movement in the Transvaal, and in the 
NP in particular, an ideology of the Afrika­
ner volk was articulated which stressed a 
particular form of anti-imperialism and the 
interests of the 'small man' against the large 
(and predominantly English-speaking) 
monopolies which dominated the economy. 

In the Cape, by contrast, the NP had long 
rested on an economic and political alliance 
between the wealthier Afrikaner capitalist 
farmers, particularly of the Western Cape, 
on the one hand, and a small group of Afrika­
ner financial capitalists on the other. The 
Cape party was always far more openly capi-
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talist in orientation and sympathies than 
that of the Transvaal. Its interpretation of 
what constituted the Afrikaner volk and its 
interests likewise differed considerably, lay­
ing far greater emphasis on the conditions to 
secure stable capitalist profit. Most signifi­
cantly, the Afrikaner Broederbond was not a 
particularly important force in Cape nation-
aUst politics. By 1960 the process of capital 
accumulation was rapidly loosening the eco­
nomic dependence between Cape Afrikaner 
finance capital and agriculture. This vital 
shift in the aUgnment of forces organised by 
the Cape NP, had significant effects for the 
politics of the Cape Party. The Cape Party 
began to engage in increasingly open con­
flict with the provincial parties on precisely 
the basic question of the constitution of the 
Afrikaner volk and the nature of its interests. 
In the period 1960-66, the Cape NP was 
regarded in nationalist circles as 'the opposi­
tion party'. This conflict raged in all the 
organisations of Afrikaner nationalism, 
from business groupings, the Broederbond 
(itself used as a counter force to the Cape 
Party), churches, to parliament and cabinet. 
The main differences were over labour pol­
icy, with the Cape group favouring much 
looser restrictions on the mobility and train­
ing of African labour. But this was in many 

respects the fiindamental question around 
which Afrikaner nationalism as a class 
alliance hinged — these issues touched 
directly the interests of all the various class 
forces organised under Afrikaner nation­
alism. Two opposing tendencies — verligte 
and verkrampte — emerged. The verligtes 
were in fact advocating a new interpretation 
of the interests of the Afrikaner volk, one 
which concentrated particularly on the 
needs of the rapidly growing group of 
Afrikaner capitalists. 

The verkrampte/verligte conflict was 
essentially a struggle between those who 
wished to preserve the class alliance of 1948, 
an alliance dominated by the interests of 
farmers and the petty bourgeosie, against 
those who realised that the social base of 
Afrikaner nationalism had shifted pro­
foundly, and wanted to transform the ideol­
ogy and politics to suit the changing class 
composition of the volk. The verligte wing 
began to push for more general reformist 
policies particularly with respect to labour 
and state control of the economy. The Right 
was demanding a maintenance of tight 
influx control measures, restrictions on the 
employment of skilled African labour, no 
form of recognition for African trade unions 
and continued state control of the infrastruc-

tural sectors of the economy. This right 
wing position still rested on an alliance of 
capitalist farmers, white workers and sec­
tions of the Afrikaner petty bourgeoisie, par­
ticularly those employed by the state. 

The vote in the Transvaal Head Com­
mittee signals a rupturing of this alliance, 
now formalised by the founding of the new 
Conservative Party, and a growing domi­
nance, throughout the National Party, of the 
reformist tendency which was initiated in 
the Cape. 

Harold Wolpe 

WHEN IS A TRESPASS NOT A 
TRESPASS? 

Lord Kincraig's decision at Edinburgh's 
Court of Session on 26 February to with­
draw an interim interdict (injunction) 
granted earlier that month restraining the 
occupation of Plessey's electronics compo­
nents factory in Bathgate, West Lothian, not 
only raises an interesting legal question — 
namely when is a trespass not unlawful? — 
but also carries important implications for 
industrial practices on both sides of the bor­
der. James Gould, chairman of the CBI in 
Scotland, immediately pointed out that 
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Tony Benn's talk on Marxism and Democfacy 
was this year's annual lecture organised 
by the Marx Memorial Library. 
The Library itself was founded in 1933 
and contains over 100,000 books, 
periodicals and photographs on and 
about the British and International 
labour movement. The Marx 
Memorial Library is open to all - come and 
have a look around. 

Marx Memorial Library 37a Clerkenwell » , „ , „ .•™_.»..:.,i i JK.-,.-.. 
Green London EC1 R ODU 01-253 1485 ^^^^^'^!^S^^*^^ 
opening hours: Mon/Friday 37aCteSdlGreen 
2pm-6.30pm Tues/Wed/Thursday LondonEClRCXXJ 
2pm-9pm Saturday 11 am-1 pm Lendii^ Reference Research 
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