Africa:

Will Write
its own History

As the heroic Prime Minister Patrice Emery Lumumba said. both to the
north and t¢ the ssnth of the Sahara, Africa wiil write its ewn history; the
developmernt of the awareness of the African masses is something that rmust
not be minimizedd Ona the oae hand, the progressive African countries con-
tinue consolidating their independence and scvereignty, on Some occasions
dealing ever more fatal Hows 1o foreign capital thus recovering that
which In rezlity belongs 1o them aad furtter developing anil increasing the
African peoples’ wezlth, as has happened in Algeria. Tanzania, the AR,
CGiuinea, and the Conga (B).

On the other kand, in the ecuntries that sre wnder ealenial domination,
the peoples are resolved mcre ever, 10 win their independence and sov:
ereignty.

Let's lock at some aspects of the armed struggle in the Portuguese
colonies. The armefd struggle of national [beration In Angola. Guinea (Bissaw)
and Mozambique nas develeped greatly in tae course of 1965. The present
situation of these three wars against Portuguese caloniai domination can
be partially evalunaled through the following data:

In Angola, the N[LP.L.A. is fightinz on four fronts that correspond to
fourr politicomilitary rregivns: the first includes the districts of Luanda.
North Cuanza, Zaire and Uige; the seécond the district of Gabinda; the third,
the districts of Moxice, CuandoCubanga and Hie; the fourth. the districts
of Luanda and Malange.

Thus, the armed forces of the VIPLA are fighting in 8 of the 14 dis-
tricts of Angola arcd almost a third of the tatal territory of the country is
under: the control ©f the Angolese guertillas

Following the crder to ‘generalize the armed struggle throughout the
national territory, launched by the MPLA i 1967, the Angnlese combatants
have intensified their strugrle against the Portugiese colonial forces, mul



tiplying their ambushes, acts of sabotage. atiacks on Imilitary posts and
barracks. At the same time, they contitue the mwobilizaticn and political
education ef the masses and the traning of new combatants in the guerrilla

detarhments

The entire leadership of = MFLA znidl all the mass ovganizations were
moved to the intancx of the erurmtry at the begining of the I868 so that the
leaders coulld work ameorg Fe= people constantiy thus permitting the for-
mation of new guzcrilla letichments

On the first 1lree combatl fronts at the present time there are foun
centers of Revolutlomary Instivction fungtioriag for the military and poli
tical preparatien of fre ew calres. Turthermmie, literacy schools. medical
care (enters and aganized miliba units are junctioning In the areas ¢on:
trolled hy tha MPLA despit: the inteasification of air bombardment and the
terrorism against the owns carpied out By the Portuguese colonialists.

In Guinea (Bissavu), the vornbatani ferces of the PAIMAC extended the
armed struggle to all 1he regiors of the conatry andd al preésent are ton-
tinually waging fierce battles [n the aress still eccupied by the Portuguese
colonialists. Almost all the matiomal tcrtitory fas been completely 1'herated
and the great task of mationdd reconsiruction is being carrvied osut in all
fields there

The armed struzgle being waged by the PALGC is mainly characterized
by the systematic aliecks o (he entrérnclied en2my camps, by Attacks on
ships transporting lrecps. arms car merchandize on the rivers ta supply the
isolated camps in the inlerior, by massive ambushes and by ecommando
operations againsl urtan ceriers airparts ancl port installations.

The PAIGC glealy has a reguiar army with poweiful  mobile units
for further harassipz the enerny pesitions. And as a resu't of ‘e victories
won by the revoiutiomaries in Guinea and Cape Verde, the main action of
the Portuguese colenialists has peer specifically transformad inte the daily
intensification of the 2ir bammkbardment. in the course of which the enemy
uses principally fragmentation bpmbs with napelm, and recently, with white
phosphorous agalnst the towns and cities in the liherated areas.

The constant strengthening of the politica; wark and the action of the
PAIGC armed forces make it more and mara certain that final victory
will he achieved in this struggle for the independence and progress of the
peoples of Guinea and Cape Verde ]

In Mozambique the cembatants of titg FRELIMO have already liberated
almost all the soutkhern pravinees of Cape Deloade and Niassa and have alsn
made significant progress. kus reinforcinzg their pesitions in the interior
of the country.

Meanwhile, the¢ Upening up of the new frenlt in the province of Teta
takes on primordial importance {for the extenling of the armed struggle
to all of the territery of Mozambicue, sinee {ae strugge will be situated
within a context more faverable to reaching more developed and popu-
lous areas.

From the second half of 13¢7 FRELIMO has concentrated its efforts on
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the formation and sending of ligh: artillery wnits o 1.hp .in?erim'. which
permits the intensitication of militery activity ard the mfll:tmg of leavy
lossss on thke Portuguese colonialists. The guerrilias of Mozambique @t ack
the entrenched military posts and carmps.

In the lierated areas they iave established pcliticomilitary and s%i
Cp0noMie organisms in goder to guarantee the total parxticipation of the p?pt-
lati)n in the concentration of the abjectives ¢f the struggl® for natonal b-
heration.

Recgntly. FRELIMO hgld its Second Corgress within MoZdmbique in one
of the liberated zones in the provinee of Niassa. during which they macle
important cecigions mainly coneerning the sticture of the organizati®n, tfe
corditions of the development cf the armed siruzi¥ the strengthefing “f
tte unity of the pegple, the ccnsolidation «f the estddlishment of political
ang administrative power in the liberated areés, the mproviment of m®heal
“nd social welfare serviges and tha reaffirmation of the pWitical principle”
maintained by FRELINO.

Meanwhile, i the countries that have zchieved independence ?nd have
fallen under the control of neocolonialism. the peoples are pu'ltmg 4p
Jeroic resistance in order to win back thai independence and basic freedom

In the Congo, the enemy —which haped Lo 1nil African :jnd world publie
opinion through demogogy has taken off i1ls mask recerntly, after Nobutt
assassinated Mulele and other Congolese who ali wed themselves to be de
ceived by Mobutu's perfidy, abandoning the arimed strugg]lﬁe. ‘and. the ?ew
intervention of the Yankee imperialists wiho» Lave landed their Special Forces
which today are fighting beside the puppet army.

The resistance forces within the Congo are lcoking fo1- ways and mean”
to reorganize and reactivize the struggle. In the West there was a vebellion
within the ranks of the puppe:s and Mobutu —this scoutfSe of the African
people— hag sent paratroop units to Kornittu to murder the survivers who
temained there after te first slaughter whith toCk place in 1963 oy

In the cast and northeast, Mgbutu's troops, accustomed to beillg sup-
ported by foreign mercenaries, are werried abont their inability to ligui-
date tha nyclei of resistance in these areas.

In Zimbabwe, where Jan Smith with the blessing Of the British govern-
ment unilaserally declared independence in orde’ to apply ‘“‘apartheid” in

new fenms, the Sputh African peaple, in addition to the resistance they are
Pntting Wy in gheir country are fighting teside the ZAPU combatants.

At present the heroic guerrillas of ANCZAPU are operating:

1) In the east, near ANtokas, Sipolilo. Umvukwossi and in the wilds ot
Nyambha.
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2) En the riorthéast of Tjod»jo Wsamarcie
Nkai, Gokw? and Uruigwe

3) I[n tke nortt, Chirtnd 1, Xariba, Kardd 1ad Miami.

Anbdther large operation o1 the ANCZAPU guerrillas tonk place an
August 6 cof this same year. This batte lasted len days in the South
of Kariba-Sam and Nyarnambz. Up to now the number of casualties suffered
are urknowa

Laparsd, Gwai, Wankie,

Another violent clash was repor-ted 2) mile; (some 10 kilometers' to the
northeast cf Ntokae. On Avgust €, a growp of explovers fell into an ambush
set by the patriots some U mils (around 30 kilometersi to tie north of
Lupani.

On Aygust 14, the ANC ZAPU muewilly unit mamaged to lhreak an
enemy’ encirclemert, kllliing 132 and wetalang an undetermined numkber of
enemy soldiers.

The difficuli sitmatior in which the racist= find hemselves [ovrces
them to step up tae repression of the people. The African soldiers who
have refused 1o fight agsinst theirr brollers the socalled Rhadesian
African R.ifles, have been amested and misweated in different arons of
Zimbhabwe, specHicilly tress bBilonging to the Inkom Garrison, located
some 18 miles from Saliskury.

The Africin scldiers wha bave bren avissted sit unilatera' pv
clamation »! indeperkierice bave beear confined in & Conceniration Cemp in
Gonakudzingwa, near the Mozambican border.

In conClusion., we ran statz that in spite «f all the manuevers utilized by
imperialism to impleément (her dpsire to demmale Adrica. it will wreei [he
heroic resisiance of the Alrican pecple

Imperialism is movirg toward its total defat g Africa since no matter
how young this contivent may ke it will Kriew how 10 defend ite sacred cause.
Sooner or later, tbe African people will wryench their occupied territories
out of the hands ¢f the aggressors. The Sinal of the Africans, invaded by
the Israelies, as well as other parts of Africa necupied by the Portuguese
colonialists or by intermetional imperiallsim in general, and by the United
States of America ir particular, will be recovered al any price even at the
price of the very blood of the sons and dauvghters of the continent.

Africa is in fact in & siate of war. I+ has a number of anti-iimperialist
fronts made up ol indepercimt countries pius the national liberation move
ments against colonialistn and neccoloriial sm

African dignity has Been energetically cefended by the Africans since
from 1954 up to the present Africa has =sacriticed its best sons and has
had more thart 2 million martyrs wha have fa'lan on the field of honor. As
a result, Africa has decided to free itself. The only alternative, the cnly
choice, is for this continent 'o became a decisive Viet-Nam. And its brothers
in Asia and Latin Ameriea will alsg travel along this voad to libetntion.
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