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My Childhood

by Kao Yu-pao

MY CHILDHOOD is an autobiographical novel by Kao Yu-pao, a soldier-writer from a
poor peasant family. It tells how as a child the author and his family were oppressed and
exploited by the Japanese imperialists, the Chinese collaborators and landlords, and of the
child’s unquenchable spirit. They became bankrupt because of the inhuman oppression
and the whole family fled to Talien, only to encounter added difficulties under the Japa-
nese occupation there. Yu-pao’s mother and new-born brother died miserably while
the surviving members of the family were forced o return to their old home in the
village.

The terrible suffering of the Kao family reveals the deplorable conditions in
both urban and rural areas under which the Chinese people lived during the Japanese
occupation. The fighting spirit of the Chinese labouring pcople, under the guidance

of the Communist Party, is vividly portrayed.

MY FAMILY

by Tao Cheng

TIIESE memoirs of Tao Cheng, a retired revolutionary woman cadre, have won a
tremendous response among Chinese readers since first appearing as a serial in the
Peking Evening News and Chinese Youth Duaily. The incidenis and events recalled took
place in the early years of the Chinese revolution and the Chinese Communist Parly’s
heroie underground workers fought under extremcly difficult conditions. Tao Cheng
and her family were in the thick of the struggle, and several of them gave their lives
in the cause. Chinese newspapers and periodicals have commented favourably on
these memoirs, which have already had several reprintings. The story has also been
filmed and adapted for the stage.

The book, now translated into English and other languages, contains some
photographs, and prefaces by Hsu Teh-li and Hsieh Chueh-tsai, veteran revolutiona-
ries who know the author well.
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ROUND THE WEEK

Busy Days on the Farms

China’s vast countryside is alive with
activity. With aid pouring in from
every quarter and a much augmented
labour force, the people’s communes
are making a strong bid to bring in
a rich harvest this autumn.

The autumn crops are ripening, and
harvest time is fast approaching. A
nationwide drive is now on, focusing
attention on proper management of
the fields and making the crops yield
another good harvest in the coming
weeks. Efforts are also being made
to extend the area sown to late
autumn crops and prepare for the
sowing of the winter crops.

The people’s communes throughout
the country are leaving no stone un-
turned in their endeavour to gather
every last seed of grain of their past
months’ labour. Leading cadres have
gone in large numbers down to the pro-
duction brigades to give concrete
guidance to field work and community
dining-rooms. The bulk of the people’s
communes’ manpower is now being
directed to field management centring
around weeding and giving the crops
another top dressing of fertilizer.
Endless fields throughout the country
now piresent a scene of stirring
activity, with hundreds of millions of
peasants in keen emulation for higher
output in grain.

South of the Yangtse, the provinces
have already gathered in the early
rice crop. With late rice transplanting
nearing its end, the people’s communes
are now tending the crop with me-
ticulous care, with due observance of
the Eight-Point Charter for Agricul-
ture. In this wide, rich expanse of
central and south China the peasants
are simultaneously making good use
of every inch of land by planting such
late autumn crops as sweet potatoes,
maize, sorghum and peas. By mid-
August, sub-tropical Kwangtung, for
instance, had already increased the
area planted to these crops by three
million mu over the same period of
last year,

In the north the people’s communes
are now busily engaged in weeding,
giving the crops a top dressing of fer-

tilizer and taking measures to hasten
the ripening of the autumn crops. As
in other places, meetings are being
held to discuss the most effective
methods of field management in
the light of past experience and to
tap all potentialities that will help
bring in a bigger harvest. The
Huayuangou production brigade in
Yulin, northern Shensi, is known
throughout the land for its achieve-
ments in water and soil conservation.
When its members heard through the
radio a call for increased production
in grain and steel, they lost no time
in meeting and mapping out effective
measures for boosting grain output in
the coming months. The old peasants
offered experience and advice while
the young demonstrated initiative and
revolutionary drive. Everyone was on
his mettle in this present nationwide
campaign for more grain and other
agricultural produce.

Industry’s New Spurt

The nation’s industrial workers, too,
are responding warmly to the call to
increase production and practise econo-
my. On the solid basis of successes
already attained this year, they have
discussed and mapped out production
plans for the coming months. Now
they are going all out to fulfil and
overfulfil state plans for 1960.

Taking the lead, steelworkers in all
parts of the country are girding them-
selves for a big boost in iron and steel
output. Workers of the Tangshan
Steel Mill launched an emulation
campaign which stimulated a marked
rise in the mill's output in mid-August.
Compared with the first ten days in
August, average daily output of steel
from August 11 to 18 increased by
nearly 19 per cent, while consumption
of pig iron per ton of sieel dropped by
more than 5 per cent. To ensure an
all-round rise for the whole mill, steps
are being taken to further popularize
advanced techniques and promptly
sclve crucial production problems in
the weaker links.

Steelworkers in Taiyuan, Changsha,
Wuhan and other centres have all
thrown themselves wholehearledly into
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The Countryside Hums with Activity

Painting in Chinese ink and colours by Wang Tung-jen

the present socialist emulation drive
to produce more steel.

Workers in China’s big industrial
centre of Shanghai are also forging
ahead. Shanghai’s emulation campaign
initiated in late June is on the rise,
with everyone pitching in for a bigger
output of high-grade industrial
products. Resolved to retain their
vanguard title Shanghai workers are
introducing technical innovations to
make one factory do the work of
several. They are keenly aware that
this is one of the secrets of success for
fulfilling and overfulfilling this year’s
production targets.

Consumer Goods: More Variety

While heavy industrial enterprises are
scoring new successes, light industries
all over the country are going all out to
produce more and a greater variety of
consumer goods. Shanghai, leading the
field, produced more than 1,200 kinds
of new consumer products in the first
six months of this year. Other cities
and provinces are hard on its heels,
contributing their share to further im-
proving the pecple’s material well-
being.

Liaoning Province, northeast China,
has long been known for heavy in-
dustry. Now it is also making great
headway in the production of consumer
goods. While continually increasing
its volume of light industrial goods, it
has since the beginning of this year
been paying great attention to raising
quality and adding new varieties. The
movement launched early this year

to learn from and emulate more
advanced colleagues has given greatl
impetus to workers in the province’s
light industrial enterprises. They have
successfully trial-produced more than
9,000 new products, nearly half of
which have already become standard
items. Many of these products, includ-
ing textiles, glassware, drinks and
musical instruments, compare favour-
ably with the best manufactured in
other parts of the country.

To improve quality and increase
variety many departments have set
up scientific research centres. The
Shenyang Glass Instruments Factory,
for instance, has quite a number of
them, with a large number of research
workers. Closely combining scientific
research with daily production, they
have successfully trial-produced a
hundred and more high-grade products
this year.

Many cities, strangers to light in-
dustrial production in the past, are
now doing quite well at this new line
of endeavour. The city of Kweiyang
in the multi-national southwestern
province of Kweichow has put more
than 1,500 varieties of new light in-
dustrial goods on the market this year.
Included are such items as universal
sewing machines, electric typewriters
and medical apparatuses much in de-
mand on the lecal market and
throughout the country.

People’s communes in the cities are
expanding the scope of their activities
as they consolidate the gains already

made. They slill devote their major
efforts to running small plants and
workshops of various kinds (these play
the role of an important auxiliary
force to the larger factories) and so-
cial services for their members, but
many of them are now striking out
in new directions. Some are planting
staple crops as a side line, others go
in for market gardening, pig breeding
and poultry raising. These under-
takings are enabling them to improve
the material well-being of their mem-
bers and make a greater coniribution
to the national economy as a whole.

In Sining, provincial capital of
Chinghai, the Chengzhong People's
Commune, besides developing its small
industries, is reclaiming wasteland
within its area. By reorganizing its
labour force, it has been able to
allocate special teams to work on the
fields it has opened up. The wheat,
gingke barley and potatoes it planted
are growing well and will soon be
harvested. With this successful be-
ginning, the commune is planning to
make itself self-sufficient in food.

The Xiaguan People’s Commune in
Nanking has done remarkably well in
producing non-staple foods as a side
occupation. It has opened up large
tracts of untilled land and put unused
hillsides to use, laying out market
gardens and building poultry yards
and pig-sties. It is also breeding fish
in its many ponds. In the first six
months of this year, it planted more
than 3,400 mu of land to many kinds
of vegetables, raised 66,000 head of
poultry and reared over 400,000 fish.
It has ten times as many pigs as it had
in the first half of last year. And all
these undertakings are expanding at
a rapid rate. In addition, quite a
number of its members are raising
their own chickens or ducks.

These endeavours are paying off
handsomely. Besides providing most
of its own members with their daily
supply of vegetables, meat and fish,
it is marketing more and more of
these foods. In June alone, it sent to
market more than 1.8 million jin of
vegetables, 2,300 jin of fish, over 200
chickens and ducks and 72 pigs — good
going for an urban people’s commune.
By practical use of its resources, it
has succeeded both in increasing its
members’ income and comfort and
providing the rest of the city with
more meat and vegetables.
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Pioneers of Virgin Soil

The magnificent spectacle of the
opening of large tracts of virgin land
is unfolding in faraway Sinkiang. It
is a triumph of human endeavour with
the people’s communes, state farms,
government offices, schools, industrial
enterprises and army units concerting
their strength in a mighty effort to
extend the area under -cultivation.
Since the beginning of the year, they
have reclaimed 8.8 million mu of arid
wilderness. This tops the target for
the year and sets an all-time record
in land reclamation in the region. In
addition to land reclaimed last winter,
the region has this year sown an ad-
ditional 10 million mu of land to
various crops. The area under food
crops has increased by 30 per cent
over last year, while that planted to
cotton and oil-bearing crops has risen
by 13 and 20 per cent respectively.

Putting its best foot foremost in
the drive to develop agriculture, the
Communist Party committee of the
Sinkiang Uighur Autonomous Region
has taken every. possible measure to
extend the cultivated area as a major
step towards increasing grain and
cotton production. Situated in north-
west China’s arid region, Sinkiang
has great tracts of virgin soil suitable
for cultivation. Once irrigated, the
land would require hardly any ferti-
lizer to yield good harvests in the
first two years.

Land reclamation in Sinkiang has
taken the form of a mass movement.
In the southern part of the region and
the Turfan basin, expedition teams sent
out by the scores have penetrated
deep into the virgin areas to open up
the land, dig wells and irrigation
canals and build roads. In the sparsely
populated areas, co-ordinated efforts by
the various people’'s communes have
resulted in speedy reclamation. In
the Tacheng area, for example, the
people’s communes have enlarged
their cultivated area by 700,000 mu
this year. In areas north and south
of the Tienshan Mountains, state
farms have with the aid of hundreds
of tractors and other modern and in-
digenous devices set up many new
farms in the very heart of what was
once a wilderness.

The people of various natidnalities
in the Khotan area in southern Sin-
kiang have scored a tremendous
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triumph this year by reclaiming vast
tracts of land from the Takla Makan
Desert and establishing scores of
farms there. This was accomplished
without a single tractor and with no
investment by the state.
co-operative labour, they have in-
creased the area sown to food crops
by more than 35 per cent over last
year, and extended oil-bearing crops
and cotton fields by 24 and 39 per
cent respectively. The encroaching
sands of the desert had driven their
forefathers from their farms. Now
under their ploughs, the land which
had slumbered for centuries is quick-
ening and thriving. They have just
gathered a bountiful harvest of wheat
from their newly reclaimed land. The
autumn crops are doing well, and a
rich harvest is as good as in hand.

Reclamation work is still going
forward in the vast expanses of multi-
national Sinkiang. Hundreds of
pioneering teams are penetrating this
hitherto untrodden land, bringing its
virgin soil under the plough to fill

the increased grain and industrial
needs of a fast growing socialist
economy.

Peasants of a New Type

In many parts of China’s vast
countryside, this summer has been a
season of double harvest for the peo-
ple’s communes. They garnered a rich
vield in crops, and welcomed home
with open arms the first batch of
graduates from the agricultural
middle schools which they them-
selves had set up more than two years
ago.

In March 1958 the Shuanglou Peo-
ple’'s Commune in Haian County,
northern Kiangsu, established the
first agricultural middle school in
the country. Within a few months,
hundreds of similar schools sprang up
all over the country. Now reports
pour in from Kiangsu, Hopei and
Shensi that tens of thousands of
students have graduated from these
schools this summer. While a small
number will continue their studies, the
great majority will return to their
respective people’s communes to apply
what they have learnt to promote
agricultural production.

These graduates constitute the first
generation of peasant intellectuals
of a new type. Reinforcements in

By dint of-

building China's new socialist villages,
they are the products of the Com-
munist Party’s policy of education
serving the interests of proletarian
politics and education combined with
productive labour. Two and a half
years in school has substantially raised
their political, cultural and technical
levels. They have matured along with
the consolidation of the schools,
acquired the basic knowledge taught
in a junior middle school and system-
atically studied such specific courses
as the planting and management of
crops, prevention and cure of insect
pests and plant diseases, making
chemical fertilizers and insecticides,
animal husbandry, poultry raising,
agricultural machinery and other
technical courses.

While Kiangsu was the first prov-
ince to establish agricultural middle
schools, Hopei won laurels with its
greatest number of graduates — niore
than 37,000 — from these schools. In
their two and a half years of part-
time work and part-time study, the
peasant students in Hopei helped many
people’s communes conduct scientific
research, popularize agricultural tech-
niques, carry out experiments on
high-yield crops and sum up advanced
experience in farming. With the help
of nearby factories and state farms,
they also learnt to drive tractors and
operate, repair and even manufacture
many kinds of agricultural machinery.
Returning to their own people’s com-
munes with such knowledge and ex-
perience, they are sure to stimulate
agricultural  production to new
heights.

Their role in helping to transform
China’s countryside will, however, be
much broader than this. Just as the
modernization of agriculture requires
technicians, so does the elimination of
illiteracy among the peasants, popu-
larization of education, scientific re-
search and mass cultural activities in
the people’s communes require special-
ized personnel in these fields in ever
increasing numbers. These graduates
from the agricultural middle schools
will have ample opportunity to give
full play to their knowledge and in-
itiative. The tasks confronting them
are tremendous. But they will, in the
years to come, be joined by hundreds
of thousands of other graduates from
the agricultural schools, and from col-
leges and universities too.



New Stage in Friendly Relations Between

China and Afghanistan

Marshal Chen Yi, Vice-Premier and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic
of China, concluded his visit to Afghanistan on August 27. During his week’s stay in Kabul,
the Chinese Vice-Premier, besides participating in the country’s Independence Day celebrations,
conducted talks with Afghan Prime Minister Sardar Mohammed Daoud, Deputy Prime Min-
ister Ali Mohammed and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sardar
Mohammed Naim. He was also received by His Majesty King Mohammed Zahir Shah. On
August 26, Marshal Chen Yi signed on behalf of China the Sino-Afghan Joint Communique
and the Treaty of Friendship and Mutual Non-Aggression Between the People’s Republic of
China and the Kingdom of Afghanistan. On that same day the Sino-Afghan agreement on
exchange of goods and payments was renewed and signed.

Chinese newspapers which had devoted much space to Vice-Premier Chen Yi's visit and
the Independence Day celebrations in Afghanistan frontpaged the signing of the two documents
under banner headlines. They editorially hailed the Treaty of Friendship and Mutual Non-
Aggression as a monument to Sino-Afghan friendship and a notable example of the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence in practice.

Below is the full text of the Sino-Afghan Joint Communique, Vice-Premier Chen Yi's
speech at a banquet given in his honour by Prime Minister Daoud on August 21, his fare-

well statement at the Kabul airport on August 27, and “Renmin Ribao’s” editorial of August
28. — Ed.

Joint Communique of the People’s Republic of China
And the Kingdom of Afghanistan

T the invitation of Sardar Mohammed Naim, Deputy

Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Kingdom of Afghanistan, Chen Yi, Vice-Premier of
the State Council and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
People’s Republic of China. paid a friendly visit to the
Kingdom of Afghanistan from August 21 to 27, 1960, and
participated in the celebrations of the 42nd Anniversary of
the Independence of the Kingdom of Afghanistan. Accom-
panying him on the visit were Kung Yuan, Deputy Direc-
tor of the Office of the State Council in Charge of Foreign
Affairs; Keng Piao, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs;
Hsiung Hsiang-hui. Division Head of the Office of the
State Council in Charge of Foreign Affairs; and other of-
ficials.

During his visit, Vice-Premier Chen Yi was received
by His Majesty King Mohammed Zahir Shah of Afghanis-
tan, and called on Prime Minister Sardar Mohammed
Daoud, Deputy Prime Minister Ali Mohammed and Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sardar
Mohammed Naim.

Cordial talks were held in an atmosphere of friend-
liness and harmony between Vice-Premier Chen Yi and
Prime Minister Sardar Mohammed Daoud, Deputy Prime
Minister Ali Mohammed and Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sardar Mohammed Naim on
matters of common interest to the two countries and also
on international problems. Also taking part in the talks
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were, on the Chinese side: Kung Yuan, Deputy Director
of the Office of the State Council in Charge of Foreign
Affairs; Keng Piao, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs:
Hsiung Hsiang-hui, Division Head of the Office of the
State Council in Charge of Foreign Affairs; and Hao Ting,
Chinese Ambassador to Afghanistan; and on the Afghan
side: Gholam Mohamad Suleiman, Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs; Nour Ahmad Etemadi, Director-General
for Political Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs; and
Abdul Samad, Afghan Ambassador to China.

The two parties expressed their satisfaction over the
development of friendly relations between the two coun-
tries, and unanimously held that the continuous strength-
ening of the economic and cultural relations and friendly
co-operation between the two countries not only conforms
to the fundamental interests of the two peoples, but will
also benefit the consolidation of peace in Asia and the
world. After friendly discussions, the two parties signed
the “Treaty of Friendship and Mutual Non-Aggression Be-
tween the People’s Republic of China and the Kingdom
of Afghanistan.” The signing of this Treaty marks a new
stage in the development of the friendly relations between
China and Afghanistan. At the same time, the two par-
ties renewed the “Exchange of Goods and Payments
Agreement Between the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China and the Government of the Kingdom
of Afghanistan.”
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The two parties reiterated their firm belief in the
principles evolved and unanimously agreed upon at the
Asian-African Conference held at Bandung. They unani-
mously maintained that continued adherence to these
principles will be of great significance to the promotion
of the solidarity among Asian and African countries and
to the safeguarding of peace in Asia and the world. The
two parties shared the same conviction that it is fully
possible to find fair and reasonable solution to all disputes
between Asian and African countries in the spirit of
[riendly co-operation, mutual understanding and mutual
respect.

The two parties reiterated their support for the full
independence of those peoples and nations who as yet
have not succeeded in attaining independence, and ex-
pressed the conviction that the struggle of these peoples
and nations against colonialism and for freedom and the
right to delermine their future in accordance with their
own freely expressed desire is just and will eventually
triumph.

The two parties expressed hopes that the leaders of
various countries of the world will dedicate their cfforts
to the climination of international tension and conduct
peaceful negotiations in order to safeguard peace in the

Vice-Premier Chen

Your Royal Highness Respected Prime Minister Daoud,
Your Excellency Respected Depuly Prime Minister
Ali Mohammed,
Your Royal Highness Respected Deputy Prime
Minister Naim,
Dear Friends,

Thanks to the kind invitation of the Government of
the Kingdom ol Afghanistan and His Royal Highness
Deputy Prime Minister Naim, I am able to visit your
beautiful country. And this evening I am greatly hon-
oured to be given such a grand welcoming banquet by His
Royal Highness Prime Minister Daoud which provides me
with the opportunity of this joyous meeting with my dear
friends. The day after tomorrow will be the 42nd anni-
versary of the great Independence Day of Aflghanistan.
The Chinese people, from their own experience, are deeply
aware of the value and signilicance of independence and
can [ully appreciate the exullation of people celebraling
their nation’s independence. On this auspicious and happy
occasion, please allow me, on behalf of the Chinese Gov-
ernment and people and in my own name, to extend to
you, and through you to the heroic Afghan people, our
sincere respect and warm congratulations.

For thousands of years, China and Alghanistan have
always lived together in peace and amily. Just as His
Royal Highness Prime Minister Daoud said, “Our relations
have never been marred by differences or ill feeling.”
Our forefathers jointly opened up the famous “Silk Road,”
thus making an important contribution to the promotion
of mutual understanding between our two peoples, and
to facilitating trade and cultural interflow between the
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world. Furthermore, the two parties expressed hopes and
desire for the success of the forthcoming discussions on
disarmament.

The two parties believed that the above stand taken
by them in the current talks is in full conformity with the
policies of their respective Governments, the fundamental
principles of the United Nations Charter and the spirit of
the Bandung Conference.

Entrusted by Chairman Liu Shao-chi of (he Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and on behall of the Government of
the People’s Republic of China, Vice-Premier Chen Yi has
invited His Majesty King Mohammed Zahir Shah to pay
a friendly visit to China at a time convenient to His
Majesty, which was gladly accepted.

(Signed)
Chen Yi
Vice-Premier of the State
Council and Minister of

Foreign Affairs of the
People’s  Republic  of

China
Kabul, August 26, 1960

(Signed)
Sardar Mohammed Naim
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Kingdom of
Afghanistan

Yi’s Banquet Speech

East and West.  Both our countries were subjected to
colonial aggression, and throughout the years of valiant
struggle against the colonialist forces of aggression, our
two peoples always showed cach other concern and
sympathy. After the founding of the People’s Republic
of China, the friendship between our two countries, tested
through history, has further undergone fresh development
on a new basis. We will not forget that Afghanistan was
one of the first countries to recognize the People’s Re-
public of China, that the Government of the Kingdom of
Afghanistan has consistently stood for restoring to the
People’s Republic of China its rightful seat in the United
Nations, and that the Afghan people have all along given
sympathy to the Chinese people’s struggle in defence of
national sovereignty and territorial integrity. For this,
the Chinese Government and pcople are deeply grateful.
The Chinese Government and people have always ap-
praised highly, and actively supported, the foreign policy
of peace and nculrality pursued by the Government of
the Kingdom of Alghanistan and your endeavours to
promote friendship among the people of various countries
and to secure world peace. In the past few years,
through the exchange of visits between the state leaders
of the two countries and the friendly visits of various
cultural, scientific and technical delegations, friendly co-
operation between our two countries has been continuously
strengthened. As His Royal Highness Sardar Mohammed
Naim aptly said during his visit in our couniry last
year, the f[riendly relations existing between our two
countries are a living example of peaceful co-operation
between two nations with different political. economic
and social systems. The Chinese Government and people
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will work consistently for the consolidation and develop-
ment of friendly relations between our two countries.

The Chinese Government has always pursued a
foreign policy of peace, advocated peacelul coexistence
among nations with different social systems and made
unremitting, sincere efforts to this end. We all know that
the well-known Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence
were first initiated by the Chinese Government with the
Indian and Burmese Governments in 1954. Since then,
China has always advocated these principles in its diplo-
matic relations with foreign countries and has achieved
good results. In 1955, China. together with Afghanistan,
participated in the Bandung Conference. It was during
the Bandung Conference that I had the honour of
making the acquaintance of His Royal Highness Sardar
Mohammed Naim. We wish to point out with satisfaction
that China and Afghanistan have all along adhered to
the spirit of the Bandung Conference, and the daily
growing friendly relations between our two countries are
a concrete embodiment of the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence. Not long ago, China signed with Burma a
Treaty of Friendship and Mutual Non-Aggression and an
Agreement On the Question of the Sino-Burmese Bound-
ary, and with Nepal a Treaty of Peace and Friendship
and an Agreement On the Question of the Sino-Nepalese
Boundary. All these are good examples of the imple-
mentation of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence.
China not only desires in all sincerity to live in peace
and amity with all its neighbouring countries, but also
hopes in all sincerity to sec peace throughout Asia and
the world ensured. For this reason, the Chinese Gov-
ernment has consistently supported the Soviet Union's
initiative and actions in favour of disarmament, the pro-
hibition of nuclear weapons, and other measures designed
lo ease international tension. The Chinese Government
has repcatedly proposed that all countries of the Asian
and Pacific region, including the United States. conclude
a peace pact of mutual non-aggression and make this
region an area free of nuclear weapons. The foreign
policy of peace pursued by the Chinese Government is
by no means an expedient tactic but has deep historical
and social roots. The socialist system of our country
pre-determines the peaceful nature of our foreign policy.
The Chinese people have always been a peace-loving
people. They won liberation only after waging long and
arduous strﬁggles. they are now building up their country,
determined to change its “poor and blank” features and

are very much in need of a peaceful international environ-
ment. It can thus be seen that China’s foreign policy of
peace is sincere, firm and unshakable, and can withstand
the test of time. The People’s Republic of China has
never committed and will never commit aggression against
or injure others; on the contrary, China has right up to
the present been subjected to aggression and injury by
others. In fighting against aggression and for peace, the
Chinese people need the sympathy and support of all
other peoples; and they have all along given sympathy
and support to other peoples fighting against aggression
and for peace. The Chinese people are determined to
unite with the people of Afghanistan and other countries
of the world to continue to fight to win and safeguard
world peace.

Your Royal Highness Respected Prime Minister
Daoud and dear friends! We are making the present visit
to your country to convey the profound f{riendship of the
Chinese people for the Afghan people, to promote mutual
understanding and to further strengthen friendly co-
operation between our two countries. I am deeply
convinced that in the years to come, the profound friend-
ship and friendly co-operation between our two countries,
guided by the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence
and the Ten Principles of the Bandung Conference, will
certainly be constantly consolidated and developed, and in
this way make even greater contributions to the promo-
tion of solidarity among the Asian and African countries
and the safeguarding of world peace.

In conclusion, I invite you to join me in a toast

To the cverlasting friendship between the Chinese
and Afghan peoples,

To the prosperity of Afghanistan and the well-being
of its people,

To Asian and world pcace,

To the health of His Royal Highness Deputly Prime
Minister Sardar Mohammed Naim,

To the health of His Excellency Deputy Prime
Minister Ali Mohammed,

To the health of IIis Royal Highness Prime Minister
Sardar Mohammed Daoud, and

To the health of His Majesty King Mohammed Zahir
Shah!

Vice-Premier Chen Yi’s Farewell Statement

Your Royal Highness Respected Prime Minister Daoud,

Your Excellency Respected Depuly Prime Minister
Ali Mohammed,

Your Royal Highness Respected Deputy Prime
Minister Naim,

Dear Friends,

After spending six unforgettable days in your beau-
tiful country, we are now bidding you farewell with a
sense of reluctance to part from you. Please allow me to
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take this opportunity to express once again our hearty
thanks to the Government of the Kingdom of Afghanistan
for its warm hospitality.

During this visit, we have had the honour of taking
part in the celebration of your glorious Independence
Day and sharing your joy in the festival. The Afghan
people waged protracted, heroic struggles to resist colonial-
ist aggression and safeguard the independence and
dignity of their country. Foreign aggressors never
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succeeded in subjugating your country; instead, they re-
peatedly met with ignominious defeats under the resolute
counter-blows of the heroic Afghan people. The brilliant
victories won by the Afghan people through firm and
unyielding struggles were a source of great inspiration
to the Chinese people. As is well known, the Chinese
people, too. won their liberation only after protracted
struggles. We are, therefore, fully able to appreciate the
joy you are expressing in celebrating your Independence
Day. As a Marshal of China and a friend of Afghanistan,
I saw with great interest and admiration, at the grand
military review held on your Independence Day, the
stately and magnificent ranks of your armed forces, their
excellent and modern equipment, and their full combat
spirit. The fact that you have founded such a strong
armed force to defend your motherland and safeguard
peace, will make the enemy of peace fear and make your
friends rejoice.

Through this visit, we have acquired a further under-
standing of many aspects of your beautiful country. Your
magnificent mountains and rivers, rich and fertile land,
splendid and long-standing culture, as well as your hard-
working and courageous people, have left us with very
profound impressions. Your Royal Government is one
that connects itself with the people, and is full of vigour
and working with zeal. The policy of peace and neutral-
ity which you pursue is brilliant and correct. You stand
for peaceful settlement of all international disputes. This
is in conformity with the spirit of the Bandung Con-
ference. All of your just demands which accord with the
Bandung spirit will gain the sympathy of the Chinese
people and all the other people who cherish peace, and
will ultimately triumph.

During this visit, we have witnessed the great achieve-
ments you have scored in the various fields of economic
and cultural construction. The Chinese people heartily
rejoice over your achievements. In their own cause of
construction, the Chinese people have also won some
achievements. For example, compared with 1949, our steel
oulput in 1959 had increased from 158,000 tons to
13,350,000 tons, and grain output, from 108,100,000 tons
to 270,050,000 tons. On the basis of the growth of pro-
duction, the level of material and cultural life of the
Chinese people has been raised to a certain extent. The
Chinese people, however, do not content themselves with
the achievements already won. They are aware that
they still have to make long and arduous efforts in
order to thoroughly change the “poor and blank” features
of their country. The Chinese people not only are de-
termined to make their own couniry prosperous and
strong, but also sincerely hope to see that all the Asian
and African countries will become prosperous and strong.
There is no denying that colonialism has brought about
a state of poverty and backwardness in many of our
Asian and African countries. The peoples of the various
Asian and African countries which have shaken off
colonial bondage are all facing the historic task of build-
ing up their own motherlands. The Chinese people are
happy to note that, during recent years, the Asian and
Alrican countries which have already gained independence
have all achieved great successes in their respective
causes of construction. But, again, there is no denying
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that the successes we have achieved in construction are
still quite inadequate, and that they represent only a
beginning when compared with the historic task which
we are to accomplish. Moreover, it could be foreseen
that we might still meet with this or that difficulty in
our respective causes of construction. It is precisely for
these reasons that we peoples of the Asian and African
countries should unite as one, lecarn from one another,
support one another and forge ahead together. We
should cherish lofty aspirations and set for ourselves a
high aim, that is, we must lift our countries from
poverty and make them prosperous and strong. lift them
from backwardness and turn them into the advanced.
We peoples of the Asian and African countries are hard-
working and courageous. All of us have long-standing
cultures and rich resources. We must rouse ourselves
to heroic efforts, realize these lofty aspirations and attain
this high aim, and we have all the conditions neccessary
for doing so.

During our visit, we have conducted f{riendly and
sincere talks with the leaders of the Government of the
Kingdom of Afghanistan headed by His Royal Highness
Prime Minister Daoud. Our talks have yielded important
results. Our two Governments have signed the Treaty
of Friendship and Mutual Non-Aggression, which is a
crystallization of the profound friendship between our
two countries, and an embodiment and development of
the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence and the
Bandung spirit. This treaty will surely further enhance
the friendly relations and close co-operation between our
two countries. And this will also be an important con-
tribution to the cause of promoting friendship and soli-
darity among the Asian and African countries and
safeguarding world peace. I believe that the signing of
this treaty will not only be warmly acclaimed by the
Chinese and Afghan peoples, but also be universally ex-
tolled by the Asian and African peoples and all the peace-
loving people throughout the world.

As entrusted by Chairman Liu Shao-chi and the
Chinese Government, I have invited, during this visit,
His Majesty King Mohammed Zahir Shah to visit China
at a time convenient to His Majesty. We feel most
honoured that His Majesty King Mohammed Zahir Shah
has accepted the invitation. The visit will be another
major event in the friendly relations between our two
countries. The Chinese Government and people, as well
as Chairman Liu Shao-chi himself, are all heartily looking
forward to the arrival of His Majesty King Mohammed
Zahir Shah.

Your Respected Royal Highnesses! Dear Friends! We
are now leaving your beautiful country. Although we
have been here with you for only a short time, the
pleasant memories of this visit will for ever linger in our
minds. We shall never forget the audience which His
Majesty the King of Afghanistan granted us. We shall
not forget our friendly meetings with the leaders of the
Government of the Kingdom of Afghanistan and with our
other friends, as well as the cordial friendship they have
shown us.

Long live China-Afghanistan friendship!
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RENMIN RIBAO

Another Example of Peaceful Coexistence

Following is the translation of the “Renmin Ribao”
editorial published on August 28, 1960. Subheads are
ours.—Ed.

RINGING with him the profound and sincere friend-

ship of the Chinese people, our Vice-Premier and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Chen Yi accepted the invitla-
tion extended to him and visited our friendly neighbour
on the Pamir Plaicau— Afghanistan. During his visit,
Vice-Premier Chen-Yi attended the joyous ceremonies on
the 42nd anniversary of Afghanistan’s Independence Day;
together with the Afghan people he celebrated this great
and momentous day of theirs. At the same time, he also
had friendly talks with the Afghan Prime Minister Sardar
Mohammed Daoud, Deputy Prime Minister Ali Mohammed,
and Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sardar
Mohammed Naim. These talks have produced satisfactory
results. The {wo countries issued a Joint Communique and
concluded a Trealy of Friendship and Mutual Non-Aggres-
sion between the People’s Republic of China and the King-
dom of Afghanistan. The signing of this {rcaty is a fresh
victory of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence and
of the Bandung spirit. It is of great significance in pro-
moling Asian-African solidarily and preserving peace in
Asia and the world.

New Stage in Friendly Co-operation

For centuries past China and Afghanistan have lived
together in peacc and amily. Since the establishment of
diplomatic relations in 1955, friendly co-operation between
the two countrics, guided by the principles of peaceful
coexistence and the Bandung spirit, has made remarkable
progress. In January and Oclober of 1957 respectively,
Premier Chou En-lai and Prime Minister Sardar Moham-
med Daoud of the Kingdom of Afghanistan paid visits to
cach other’s country. In September 1959, Sardar Moham-
med Naim, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
of the Kingdom of Afghanistan visited China. Now, His
Majesly King Mohammed Zahir Shah of the Kingdom of
Alghanistan has accepted the invitation of Chairman Liu
Shao-chi and will come to China for a friendly visit. The
visits exchanged between their leaders are constantly
strengthening friendly co-operation between the two coun-
tries. Today, as a result of the signing of the Treaty of
Friendship and Mutual Non-Aggression, this [riendly co-
operation has entered a new stage.

The Sino-Afghan Treaty of Friendship and Mutual
Non-Aggression, like the Trealy of Fricndship Between
China and Yemen signed more than two years ago, the
Treaty of I'riendship and Mutual Non-Aggression Between
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China and Burma and the Treaty of Peace and Friendship
Between China and Nepal which were both signed this
year, is a concrete amplification and development of the
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence. These treaties not
only fix in legal form the relations of friendly co-opera-
tion between China and Afghanistan, Yemen, Burma and
Nepal, they are also models for peaceful coexistence be-
fween the Asian countries.

Mutual Support Needed

After having freed themselves from imperialist op-
pression, the Asian countries are all in need of a peaceful
environment to develop their economies, and to do away
with the poverty and backwardness imposed on them by
imperialist plunder and aggression. They all need mutual
support in the struggle against imperialist aggression and
in defence of world peace. That is why, despite the fact
that the social systems of the Asian countries differ, but,
having common interests and standing on a common
ground, they can maintain and develop friendly co-opera-
tion among themselves on the basis of the five principles
of mutual respect for each other’s sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity, mutlual non-aggression, non-interference
in each other’s internal affairs, equalily and mutual benefit
and peaceful coexistence. Between them there is no con-
[lict of basic interests. As to certain problems left over by
history and other disputes which may arise, they can be
solved entirely by means of peaceful consultation. Just as
the Sino-Afghan Joint Communique has pointed out: “It is
fully possible to find fair and reasonable solutions to all
disputes between Asian and African countries in the spirit
of friendly co-operation, mutual understanding and mutual
respect.” The recent smooth settlement of the Sino-
Burmese and Sino-Nepalese boundary questions provides
cloquent proof of this.

The Governments and peoples of China and Afghanis-
tan have been making common efforts to promote Afro-
Asian solidarily and support the Asian and African peo-
ples in their struggles against colonialism. The Joint
Communique reiterated “support for the full independence
of those peoples and nations who as yet have not suc-
ceeded in attaining independence, and expressed the con-
viction that the struggle of these peoples and nations
against colonialism and for freedom and the right to
determine their future in accordance with their own freely
expressed desire is just and will eventually triumph.”
This has great, realistic significance today. The movement
for national independence in Asia, Africa and Latin
America is surging forward with might and main. Since
the beginning of this year, 15 couniries have won in-
dependence in varying degrees, and the colonial system
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15 further disinfegrating. But the forces of colonialism
are not reconciled to their defcat; in their desperate
struggles they slop at nothing. U.S. imperialism is inten-
sifying its intervention and aggression against the Congo-
lese and Cuban peoples: The peoples of Asian, African
and Latin American countries must, therefore, strengthen
their unity, support one another and wage resolute
struggles against colonialism and imperialism. Only in
this way can national independence be attained and
saleguarded.

The Kingdom of Afghanistan has always followed the
policy of peace and neutrality. It has made valuable
contributions to Asian and world peace and has won the
high esteem and wholehearted support of China and the
other peace-loving countries and peoples throughout the
world. The talks held between leaders of China and
Afghanistan this time once again gave expression to the
common desire of the people of the two countries to safe-
guard world peace. The Joint Communique expressed
“hopes that the leaders of various countries of the world
will dedicate their efforts to the elimination of interna-
tional tension and conduct peaceful negotiations in order
to safeguard peace in the world. Furthermore the two
parties expressed hopes and desire for the success of the
forthcoming discussions on disarmament.”

China’s Consistent Fight for Peace

The Chinese people ardently love peace. The 650
million liberated Chinese people are determined to use
their industrious hands to bring about a rapid change in

the backwardness of their country characterized by
poverty and blankness. TFull of confidence, the Chinese
people are now embarking on socialist construction at high
speed. We need a peaceful international environment of
long duration. The Chinese Government and people,
therefore, have consistently followed a peaceful foreign
policy and advocated the peaceful coexistence of countries
with different social systems. Our country, together with
India and Burma, enunciated the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence and subsequently worked out the
Ten Principles of the Bandung Conference in conjunction
with the other Asian and African countries. On the basis
of these principles, our country has made vigorous efforts
to develop friendly co-operation with the Asian and Afri-
can countries. Our Government has repeatedly proposed
that all countries of the Asian and the Pacific region,
including the United States, conclude a peace pact of
mutual non-aggression, and make this region a nuclear
weapon free area. It is precisely as Vice-Premier Chen
Yi said: “China not only desires in all sincerity to live
in peace and amily with all its neighbouring countries,
but also hopes in all sincerity to see peace throughout
Asia and the world ensured.”

It is our firm belief that peace and friendly co-
operation between China and Afghanistan and other Asian
and African countries, guided by the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence, will certainly be consolidated and
develop with each passing day, thereby making a still
greater contribution to the promotion of the solidarity of
the Asian and African countries and the defence of world
peace.

Let the Whole Party and the Whole People
Go In for Agriculture and Grain Production
In a Big Way

Following is the text of the “Renmin Ribao” edi-
torial of August 25, 1960. — Ed.

AN entirely new situation is emerging on the agricul-
tural front in China. In many provinces and
autonomous regions, the frontline of agricultural produc-
tion is being reinforced by manpower counted in the mil-
lion. The scale on which aclion is being taken by the
various trades and professions, mainly those of the in-
dustrial branches, in support for agriculture is unprece-
dented. Large numbers of cadres and senior personnel of
the leading organs in all parts of the country and at all
levels are [locking down to the frontlines of agricultural
production; many leading organs of counties and peo-
ple’s communes have moved their offices to the basic
units of the people’s communes to give down-to-earth
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leadership to agricultural production. A new high tide is
rising with the whole Party and the whole people going
in for agriculture and grain production in a big way.

Faced with this excellent situation, we quickly
recall the scenes in China’s vast countryside in the
aulumn and winter of 1957. Then, China’s peasants,
uniled as one, forging bravely ahcad along the road of
socialism, inspired and guided by the “40 articles” of the
National Programme for Agricultural Development the
revised draft of which was put forward by the Party's
Central Committee, brought about a vigorous upsurge in
production and construction; they engaged in water con-
servancy construction and the collection of manure in a
big way and thus paved the way and laid the foundation
for the big leap forward in 1958. The need to pay early and
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close attention to things — this is an important expericnce
gained in the big leap forward.

The hot summer is over and the carly autumnp has
set in. Now is the season for doing a really good job on
the agricultural front. The main task of the moment is
to strengthen field management fer autumn crops, do au-
tumn harvest well to bring in more grain this autumn;
and make energetic preparations for the autumn plough-
ing and sowing to bring in more grain next summer.

Experience in the big leap forward in the last two
years further proves that autumn occupies an especially
important place in the process of agricultural production.
Autumn crops provide the bulk of agricultural production.
As [ar as the country as a whole is concerned, most of
the annual grain output is brought in in the autumn: in
some places where there is only one harvest a year, all
the grain produced is brought in in the autumn. By far
the largest part of the industrial crops is harvested in au-
tumn. A good or bad autumn harvest has a decisive bear-
ing on fulfilment of the year’s plan for agricultural pro-
duction. The time between summer and autumn is the
time when the autumn crops are in a vigorous growth and
go to seed; it is also the time when weather conditions
are changeable and natural calamities occur very fre-
quently. During this period, to do a great deal or very
little, to do a good cr poor job in ficld management and
in the fight against natural calamities has especially im-
portant bearing on the harvest. Whether it is in stimulat-
ing the growth of crops and the production of seeds (such
as top-dressing, irrigation, supplementary pollination,
ete.), or in checking unfavourable factors adversely aflfect-
ing the increase in crop production (such as weeding, kill-
ing insects, drainage, preventing lodging, elce.), the most
important thing is not to miss the oppertunity. If the
opportunity is missed, sometimes cven by a delay of a
single day or less, it may result in losing the chance of
getting a greater increase in production or of lessening
a loss. In order not to miss the opportunity, in order
to place oneself in an active position and to bring in as
much grain and other farm produce as possible, it is
necessary to concentrate most strength on the field ma-
nagement of the autumn crops and autumn harvest. It is
a task of the first importance for the whole Party and
whole people in going in for agriculture and grain pro-
duction in a big way.

AUTUMN is not only an important season for getting

bigger harvests in the current year but also for getting
bigger harvests for the following year. Crops sown in
the autumn and harvested in the summer of the next
year occupy an important place in the whole year's
agricultural production. The acreage of food grain crops
sown in the autumn and harvested in the summer next
year usually makes up one-quarter of the total for the
whole year. The acreage of oil-bearing crops sown in the
autumn and harvested in the next summer usually makes
up one-third of the total for the whole year. Summer
harvest, being the first harvest in the year, plays a
particularly important role in prometing the whole year’s
production and in making arrangements for the people’s
livelihood. In the Yellow River valley, summer crops
have always comprised a fairly large proporticn of the
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whole year's harvests. In order to avoid certain natural
calamities and achicve a more balanced arrangement of
labour power and the people's livelihood for all seasons
of the year, it is also necessary in many areas in the south
lo increase the proportion of summer crops. “A better
autumn harvest depends cn how it is attended to, and
a better harvest of wheat depends on how it is sown.”
The work of autumn ploughing and autumn sowing
has a particularly close bearing on whether or not we get
a good harvest of winter crops such as winter wheat.
Enlarging the sown acreage in autumn and winter and
raising the quality of autumn ploughing and autumn sowing
as far as possible is the second important task in the
current movement for the whole Party and the whole
people to go in for agriculture and grain production in
a big way.

The launching of a nationwide movement to go in
for agriculture and grain production in a big way
has e¢ven  more  profound  significance. The ex-
perience gained in our country’s socialist construction
has further proved that agriculture is the foundation of
the development ol the national ¢conomy and that food
grains are the foundation of foundations. The rate of
growth of our country’s agriculture has a tremendous
effect on the speed of development of the national
economy as a whole and that of industry. From 1950
to 1959, the average annual rate of increase of the gross
value ol agricullural production in cur country was about
10.4 per cent and that of the gross value of industrial
oulput was about 29.2 per cent. Generally speaking,
when the annual rate of increase in the value of agricul-
tural production surpassed the average rate, that of the
value of industrial cutput in the following year also
surpassed the average rate. In 1952, for instance, the
gross value of agricultural production incrcased 15.3 per
cent. In 1953, the gross value ol industrial output in-
creased 30.2 per cent.  On the other hand, when the
annual rate of increase in the value of agricultural pro-
duction was much lower than the average rate, that
of the value of industrial output in the following year
was also much lower than the average rate. In 1954,
for instance, because of natural calamities, the gross value
of agricultural production increased only 3.3 per cent.
In 1955, the gross value of industrial output increased
only 5.6 per cent, while the output value of consumer
goods dropped 0.03 per cent. The extracrdinarily big
leap forward in agriculture in 1958 promoted an ex-
traordinarily big leap in indusiry and the national
ecconomy as a whole in that same year. Agriculture is
the source of basic means of life of the people, it is
the raw malcerial base for light industry and provides the
broadest markets for the light and heavy industries. To
speed industrialization we must go in for agriculture and
grain production in a big way. With a good harvest in
agriculture, other things can be done smoothly.

IN the past ten years, our agriculture has been growing
steadily and particularly in 1958 and 1959 its
rates of increase were still higher. The value of our
agricultural output more than doubled in the past dec-
ade with food grain production registering a more than
100 per cent increase. This fully demonstrates the
superiority of the socialist system and proves the correct-
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ness and vitality of the Party’'s general line for building
socialism, the big leap forward and the peeple’s commune.
However, our country started from a very backward
agricultural level while the demand for agricultural prod-
ucts, in keeping with the progress of national construction,
has increased very rapidly since liberation.  Although
China is a great, agricultural couniry with a leng history
and huge population, the level of its agricultural growth
before liberation was very low. During the rule of the
Kuomintang reactionaries, the level of consumption of
the broad masses of the working people was very low,
but still large amounts of food grain and cctton had to
be imported each year. This state of affairs has un-
dergone tremendous change in the ten years since libera-
tion: but the level of agricultural growth is siill not high
cnough, and the leap forward in overall eccnomic con-
struction and the rising standards of living of the people
create an ever-increasing demand [or grain, non-staple
foods and industrial raw materials. Take the demand
for grain for example. As a resull of the general par-
ticipation in labeur by all who are able to do so and with
the workers and peasants working vigorously all year
round, there is a substantial rise in grain consumption.
With the establishment of the people’s communes and
their community dining-rooms, grain consumption by
former poor peasants and lower middle peasants has
risen to the level of middle peasants. The past three
years wiinessed an increase of some 20 million in popula-
tion in the cities and industrial and mining areas. Huge
increases have also been recorded in grain for industrial
uses. There has, morcover, been a very large number of
people engaged in agricultural capital construction with
the peak figure exceeding 70 million involved in water
conservancy construction during last winter and spring;
they consumed more grain than other peasants. All this
has greatly expanded the velume of grain consumption.
The demand for cotton creates a similar situation. In
the vast countryside and even remole mountain districts,
the phenomenon of shabbily dressed people and the same
piecce cf patched garment being handed down and worn
for several generations is now for ever a thing of the past.
There has been an enormous improvement in the clothing
of the working people in both cities and rural districts.
Although cotlen output more than quadrupled in the past
ten years, it is still not plentiful. Owing to its relative
backwardness in modern techniques, our agricultural
production has not yet been able to free itself from the
impact of natural condilions. This becomes even mere
apparent in those years of frequently recurring natural
calamities such as last year when over 500 million mu
were hit and this year when such calamities struck more
than 600 million mu. To meet the demands of the con-
tinued leap forward of the national economy, make up
most effectively for the losses in agriculture resulting
from successive natural calamities and actively increase
reserves so as to cope with the still unstabilized situation
in agricultural production under present conditions, agri-
cultural preduction, and grain production in particular,
must be given a place of primary importance.

This means that placing agricullure in a position of
primary importance and mobilizing the whole Party and
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the whole people to go in for agriculture and grain pro-
duction in a big way is not a measure of expediency. It
is a strategic policy for a considerable period in
the process of our socialist construction. Industry and
agriculture have both made tremendous strides during
the big leap forward in cur country. Our industry is
now capable of giving greater support to agriculture and
our agriculture is also growing in strength. With the
consolidation and healthy development of the people’s
cemmunes, the road ahead for agricultural development
is broadening. In such circumstances, there is both the
necessity and possibility of giving further scope to the
role of agriculture as the foundation, as well as the
necessity and possibility of mobilizing industry to give
still greater support to agriculture. Now, the special
emphasis laid by the Party’s Central Committee on carry-
ing through the policy of taking agriculture as the founda-
tion is precisely a correct reflection of the objective laws
and demands of economic development.

IT is a glorious task to develop agriculture. And

agricultural labour is glorious labour. Such labour is
not only important in the building of the new socialist
countryside, but also an extremely important part of our
socialist construction as a whole. In recent years, more
and more cadres have gone to the countryside and
mountain areas. They have been fighting a hard battle
cn the agricultural production front. More and more
young people and students have settled down in the coun-
tryside and become the new type of cultured agricultural
labourers of our country. By their deeds they set us good
examples of going in for agriculture and grain produc-
tion in a big way, thus making important contributions
to the motherland and to socialism. Now, the situation
is excellent for the further development of our agricul-
ture. Under such circumstances, all cadres in the coun-
tryside as well as the masses of commune members should
exert increasing effort in shouldering the main task of
accelerating the development of agriculture., Cadres and
masses in other spheres of activity shculd show greater
initiative and be more active and effective in their sup-
port of agriculture. The whole Party and the whole peo-
ple should shoulder the great responsibility of laying a
more solid foundation for the acceleration of the devel-
opment of our national economy. At the present time,
the situation on the agricultural front is, on the whole,
very favourable. There are encrmous possibilities for us
in striving to bring in as much food grain as possible in
the autumn of this year as well as to gather a summer
harvest next year which will surpass all previous records.
Let us raise high the three red banners of the Party's
general line for building socialism, the big leap forward,
and the people’s commune; let the whole Party and the
whole people go in for agriculture and grain production
in a big way! Let all Party comrades and all the people
of the country continue to work with boundless enthusiasm
and arduously for a more rapid development of agriculture,
f[or greater output cf grains and for the still better ar-
rangement of the life of the people so as to ensure a
better, overall and continued leap forward in our national
economy.
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Economy

China’s Big Home Market Aids

Industrialization

by SU HSING

HINA has the biggest home market in the world —
mainly a rural market., It provides great possibilities
for the rapid development of industrial construction.

The old semi-colonial and semi-feudal China also had
a rural market of several hundred million peasants, but,
in consequence of the exploitation which they suffered
under the rule of imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-
capitalism, the peasants were pauperized; their purchas-
ing power was extremely low. Industrial production
levels were very low as the country’s industrial founda-
tions were very weak, yet manufacturers often found it
hard to dispose of even the small amounts of industrial
goods produced. All this changed completely after
liberation. In the last ten years, in spite of the unpre-
cedentedly rapid development of indusiry the growing
rural market demand for various industrial goods is far
from being satisfied.

Constant Rise in Rural Purchasing Power

What has caused this change? The roots of this
change lie mainly in the thorough carrying out of the
democratic ravolution and completion of the land reform
in the countryside; this was immediately followed by the
socialist revolution in which agricultural co-operation
was realized in the countryside and, in 1958, the people’s
communes were established in the rural areas. This series
of changes in the relations of production has liberated
the productive forces, resulting in the rapid development
of agricultural production and the constant rise in the
rural purchasing power. In 1952, the year in which land
reform was completed throughout the country, rural
purchasing power increased by around 70 per cent com-
pared with 1950. In 1957, the first year after the realiza-
tion of agricultural co-operation, it increased by more
than 50 per cent compared with 1952. In 1959, the second
year of the big leap forward and the establishment of
the people’s communes, it registered another big increase.
This shows that every forward change in the relations
of production led to a growth in agricultural production
and a marked rise in rural purchasing power.

This rise in rural purchasing power and the growth
of the rural demand for means of production and con-
sumer goods, in turn, promoted a still faster development
of industrial production. Take the supply of drainage
and irrigation machinery for the countryside, for example.
In 1956, machinery to a total of 189,000 h.p. was sup-
plied: in 1957, it was 265,000 h.p.; in 1958, 1,083,0