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Workers put the finishing touches on a silk carpet. Designers paint on silk. 

Famous Nanchong Silk 
T h e s i l k i n d u s t r y is t h r i v i n g i n 

N a n c h o n g i n S i c h u a n P r o v i n c e . T h e c i t y ' s 
4 6 s i l k f a c t o r i e s p r o d u c e m o r e t h a n 2 0 0 
d e s i g n s i n o v e r 2 , 0 0 0 c o l o u r s . N a n c h o n g 
i s o n e o f C h i n a ' s m a j o r s i l k e x p o r t e r s . 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS 

Troop Cuts: Major Move on Peace 

by AN ZHIGUO 
P o l i t i c a l E d i t o r 

D e n g X i a o p i n g , c h a i r m a n o f t h e 
C e n t r a l M i l i t a r y C o m m i s s i o n , a n ­
n o u n c e d o n ) u n e 4 t h a t t h e P e o ­
p l e ' s L i b e r a t i o n A r m y w i l l b e c u t 
b y 1 m i l l i o n m e n o v e r t h e n e x t t w o 
y e a r s . T h e d e c i s i o n , m a d e a t a t i m e 
w h e n t h e t w o s u p e r p o w e r s a r e b o g ­
g e d d o w n i n t h e i r m a r a t h o n d i s ­
a r m a m e n t t a l k s w h i l e i n t e n s i f y i n g 
t h e i r a r m s r a c e , s h o w s t h e C h i n e s e 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s w i l l i n g n e s s t o c o n t r i ­
b u t e t o d i s a r m a m e n t a n d w o r l d 
p e a c e n o t w i t h w o r d s , b u t w i t h 
d e e d s . 

C h i n a c o n s t i t u t e s a n i m p o r t a n t 
f a c t o r i n t h e d e f e n c e o f w o r l d 
p e a c e . T h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e s u f ­
f e r e d a c e n t u r y o f i m p e r i a l i s t a g ­
g r e s s i o n a n d o p p r e s s i o n ; t h e y h a v e 
h a d t h e i r f i l l o f w a r . T h e y t h e r e ­
f o r e t r e a s u r e p e a c e d e a r l y — espe­
c i a l l y b e c a u s e i t c o n t r i b u t e s t o t h e i r 
c u r r e n t m o d e r n i z a t i o n d r i v e . 

T h e t h r e a t o f a n e w w o r l d w a r 
c o m e s m a i n l y f r o m t h e s u p e r p o w ­
e r s ' r i v a l r y f o r w o r l d h e g e m o n y . 
I n o r d e r t o m a i n t a i n w o r l d p e a c e , 
C h i n a h a s u n s w e r v i n g l y o p p o s e d 
h e g e m o n i s m , f o l l o w e d a n i n d e p e n ­
d e n t f o r e i g n p o l i c y a n d s i d e d f i r m ­
l y w i t h t h e f o r c e s o f p e a c e . C h i n a 
w i l l n o t j o i n a n y m i l i t a r y b l o c , n o r 
w i l l i t e n t e r i n t o a l l i a n c e w i t h a n y 
b i g p o w e r s . S t i l l l e s s w i l l i t e s t a b ­
l i s h s t r a t e g i c r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e m . 
C h i n a h a s n o m i l i t a r y b a s e s i n 
o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , n o r h a s i t s t a t i o n ­
e d a s i n g l e s o l d i e r a b r o a d o r o c ­
c u p i e d a s i n g l e i n c h o f a n y o t h e r 
n a t i o n ' s t e r r i t o r y . 

W h e n C h i n a s u c c e s s f u l l y e x ­

p l o d e d i t s f i r s t a t o m b o m b i n 1 9 6 4 , 
t h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t s o l e m n l y 
d e c l a r e d t h a t a t n o t i m e , a n d u n d e r 
n o c i r c u m s t a n c e s , w o u l d C h i n a b e 
t h e f i r s t t o u s e n u c l e a r w e a p o n s , 
n o r w o u l d i t u s e n u c l e a r w e a p o n s 
a g a i n s t n o n - n u c l e a r c o u n t r i e s . 
S i n c e t h e n , C h i n a h a s r e i t e r a t e d 
t h i s p o l i c y w h i l e c a l l i n g f o r t h e 
c o m p l e t e p r o h i b i t i o n a n d d e s t r u c ­
t i o n o f a l l n u c l e a r w e a p o n s , t h e 
r e d u c t i o n o f c o n v e n t i o n a l w e a p o n s 
a n d t h e p e a c e f u l s e t t l e m e n t o f i n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l d i s p u t e s . 

The troop cuts e n a b l e t h e 
PLA t o i n c r e a s e i t s m i l i t a r y 
a n d p o l i t i c a l q u a l i t y a n d 
t h e r e f o r e t o b e t t e r d e f e n d 
t h e country, t h e 
m o d e r n i z a t i o n drive a n d 
world p e a c e . 

A s t h i n g s s t a n d t o d a y , i t i s n e c ­
e s s a r y f o r a c o u n t r y t o b u i l d u p 
i t s m i l i t a r y s t r e n g t h . B u t C h i n a 
m a i n t a i n s t h i s b u i l d u p s h o u l d b e 
k e p t w i t h i n c l e a r l y d e f i n e d l i m i t s , 
a n d f o r d e f e n c e p u r p o s e s a l o n e . 
J u d g e d a g a i n s t t h e s i z e o f C h i n a ' s 
p o p u l a t i o n , t h e P L A i s t h e s m a l l e s t 
o f t h e w o r l d ' s m a j o r a r m e d f o r c e s . 
A n d i t s o n l y o b j e c t i v e i s t o h e l p 
t h e c o u n t r y ' d e f e n d i t s e l f . 

T h e d e c i s i o n t o r e d u c e t h e s i z e 
o f t h e P L A i s b a s e d o n a n o b j e c -
• t i v e a n a l y s i s o f t h e c u r r e n t w o r l d 
s i t u a t i o n . T r u e , t h e d a n g e r o f a 
w o r l d w a r s t i l l e x i s t s a n d w i l l c o n ­
t i n u e t o g r o w as t h e a r m s r a c e be ­

t w e e n t h e t w o s u p e r p o w e r s esca­
l a t e s . B u t t h e p e o p l e w a n t p e a c e , 
a n d t h e f o r c e s i n f a v o u r o f w o r l d 
p e a c e w i l l u n d o u b t e d l y o v e r c o m e 
t h e f o r c e s f o r w a r . W i t h t h e f o r c e s 
o f p e a c e g r o w i n g w o r l d w i d e , i t i s 
p o s s i b l e t o p r e v e n t a l a r g e - s c a l e 
c o n f l i c t f o r a l o n g t i m e t o c o m e . 

T h e t r o o p c u t s a r e a l s o b a s e d 
o n a r e a l i s t i c a s s e s s m e n t o f C h i n a ' s 
d e f e n c e c a p a b i l i t i e s . T h e d e c i s i o n 
i t s e l f s h o w s m a t u r e s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e 
o n t h e p a r t o f t h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n ­
m e n t a n d p e o p l e . 

T h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e a r e a p p l y ­
i n g t h e i r e n e r g i e s t o a c h i e v i n g 
s o c i a l i s t m o d e r n i z a t i o n c e n t r e d o n 
e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . T h e i r a i m s 
a r e t o q u a d r u p l e t h e c o u n t r y ' s g r o s s 
n a t i o n a l o u t p u t b y t h e e n d o f t h e 
c e n t u r y , s e c u r e w e l l - t o - d o l i v e s a n d 
c a t c h u p w i t h t h e d e v e l o p e d n a ­
t i o n s i n a n o t h e r 3 0 - 5 0 y e a r s . T o 
g a i n t i m e f o r t h i s , C h i n a h o p e s 
t h e r e w i l l b e n e w a r — n o t o n l y 
i n t h i s c e n t u r y , b u t a l s o i n f u t u r e 
c e n t u r i e s . 

S o c i a l i s t e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t 
i s C h i n a ' s m a j o r t a s k r e p r e s e n t i n g 
t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e ' s f u n d a m e n t a l 
i n t e r e s t s . N a t i o n a l d e f e n c e s h o u l d 
t h e r e f o r e b e b r o u g h t w i t h i n t h i s 
f r a m e w o r k s o t h a t o u r f i n a n c i a l 
a n d m a t e r i a l r e s o u r c e s c a n b e 
c h a n n e l l e d i n t o e c o n o m i c c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n . A s o u n d e c o n o m y w i l l p r o v i d e 
a s o l i d f o u n d a t i o n f o r n a t i o n a l d e ­
f e n c e . 

T h e t r o o p r e d u c t i o n s a l s o e n a b l e 
t h e P e o p l e ' s L i b e r a t i o n A r m y t o 
i n c r e a s e i t s m i l i t a r y a n d p o l i t i c a l 
q u a l i t y — a n d t h e r e f o r e t o b e t t e r 
d e f e n d t h e c o u n t r y , t h e m o d e r n i z a ­
t i o n d r i v e a n d w o r l d p e a c e . 

4 B e i j i n g Review. N o . 2 5 



LETTERS 

Why Do i Appreciate 
"Beijing Review?" 

A s a E u r o p e a n r e a d e r , 1 
a p p r e c i a t e Beijing Review f o r t w o 
r e a s o n s . 

F i r s t , y o u r a r t i c l e s o n i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t s a r e w r i t t e n 
f r o m t h e p o i n t o f v i e w o f t h e t h i r d 
w o r l d a n d a r e i m p a r t i a l o n t h e 
t w o s u p e r p o w e r s . A l t h o u g h n e v e r 
s t r i d e n t , t h e y a r e o f t e n p e n e t r a t i n g 
a n d c o n t r a s t i n f o r m a t i v e l y w i t h 
p u b l i c a t i o n s i n t h i s c o u n t r y . 

S e c o n d , i t i s c l e a r t h a t C h i n a i s 
i n t h e p r o c e s s o f a g r e a t s o c i a l 
e x p e r i m e n t : H o w t o u n l e a s h t h e 
i n i t i a t i v e o f e a c h o f i t s t h o u s a n d 
m i l l i o n p e o p l e w i t h i n a n o v e r a l l 
s o c i a l i s t p l a n ; a n d h o w t o c o m b i n e 
a t h r i v i n g , d i v e r s e c o m m o d i t y 
e c o n o m y w i t h a s t r o n g s p i r i t o f 
c o l l e c t i v e w e l f a r e . 

C h i n a i s d e v e l o p i n g f a s t . M a n y 
o f u s i n E u r o p e l o o k f o r w a r d to 
i t s i n c r e a s i n g l y r e d r e s s i n g t h e 
b a l a n c e o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s , 
a l o n g w i t h o t h e r t h i r d w o r l d 
c o u n t r i e s , f r o m t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a ­
t i o n d o m i n a t e d b y t h e d a n g e r o u s 
r i v a l r y o f t h e t w o s u p e r p o w e r s . 
T h e 2 1 s t c e n t u r y i s n o w o n l y 1 5 
y e a r s a w a y ! I t w i l l b e d i f f e r e n t 
a n d b e t t e r f o r t h e w o r l d , n o t l e a s t 
b e c a u s e t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e a r e 
s t a n d i n g u p l 

C . Burford C. 
L o n d o n , B r i t a i n 

M o r e c o v e r a g e o n t h e p e o p l e ' s 
s t r u g g l e i n N a m i b i a a n d s o u t h 
- A f r i c a a n d r e p o r t s o n C h i n a ' s 
o p e n - d o o r p o l i c y w i l l m a k e y o u r 
m a g a z i n e m o r e a t t r a c t i v e . 

I l i k e t h e s e c o l u m n s ; E v e n t s 
a n d T r e n d s , I n t e r n a t i o n a l , D o c u ­
m e n t s a n d R e p o r t s , C u l t u r e a n d 
S c i e n c e a n d L e t t e r s . 

Bokassa Alexis 
B r a z z a v i l l e , C o n g o 

Jews in China 

I s u s p e c t y o u h a d no i d e a how 
o f f e n s i v e p a r t s of y o u r a r t i c l e o n 
C h i n e s e J e w s ( A p r i l 8 ) w o u l d b e 
t o f o r e i g n J e w s . T h e point o f t h e 
a r t i c l e i s , a s its t i t l e s u m s u p , 
" C h i n a ' s J e w s F o u n d H a r m o n y . " 
B u t a c c o r d i n g t o t h e a r t i c l e , t h e 
C h i n e s e ) e w s a l s o f o u n d e x t i n c ­
t i o n . T h e y lost t h e i r r e l i g i o u s t r a ­
d i t i o n s a n d b e c a m e "no d i f f e r e n t 
f r o m t h e C h i n e s e . " 

T o f o r e i g n J e w s , a n d 1 b e l i e v e 
t o m e m b e r s o f a n y e t h n i c o r r e l i g ­
i o u s m i n o r i t y p r o u d of i t s e l f , t h e 
s t o r y o f t h e C h i n e s e J e w s i s q u i t e 
l a m e n t a b l e . O n e o f t h e r e a s o n s 
J e w s a r e p e r s e c u t e d a r o u n d t h e 
w o r l d i s f o r o u r i n s i s t e n c e o n 
r e t a i n i n g o u r d i s t i n c t i v e c u s t o m s . 
A h a p p y s t o r y w o u l d b e o n e i n 
w h i c h t h e C h i n e s e J e w s p r e s e r v e d 
t h e i r t r a d i t i o n s a n d s e p a r a t e i d e n ­
t i t y a n d n e v e r t h e l e s s l i v e d i n 
h a r m o n y w i t h t h e i r n e i g h b o r s . A p ­
p l a u d i n g t h e a s s i m i l a t i o n o f t h e 
C h i n e s e J e w s i s n o w a y t o w i n 
f r i e n d s a m o n g J e w s a n d o t h e r 
m i n o r i t y p e o p l e s a r o u n d t h e w o r l d . 

Marcia Yudkin 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s . U S A 

Understanding China's 
Countryside 

I n t h e a r t i c l e w r i t t e n b y W a n g 
D a c h e n g in i s s u e N o . 5 o f Beijing 
Review ( " R u r a l E c o n o m y N o 
L o n g e r J u s t F a r m i n g , " i n t h e 
" N o t e s F r o m t h e E d i t o r s " c o l u m n 
— Ed.). 1 r e a d s u c h w o r d s : W i t h 
t h e p r o b l e m o f f o o d a n d c l o t h i n g 
b a s i c a l l y s o l v e d , p e a s a n t s h a v e set 
t h e i r e y e s o n a m o r e a f f l u e n t 
f u t u r e . " 

O n r e a d i n g t h i s 1 t h o u g h t : I t 
r e a l l y a m o u n t s t o n o t h i n g t o h a v e 
s o l v e d t h e p r o b l e m o f f o o d a n d 
c l o t h i n g a f t e r 35 y e a r s o f h a r d 

w o r k . S h o u l d i t t a k e 15 m o r e 
y e a r s t o a c h i e v e t h i s ? 

T h e n , a f t e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 1 
r e a l i z e d t h e r e m i g h t b e s o m e 
e x c e p t i o n s . 1 r e m e m b e r e d t h e 
r e p o r t i n i s s u e N o . 4 ( " G o v e r n ­
m e n t A i d s P o o r F a r m e r s " — Ed.), 
w h i c h s a i d : I n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e , 
t e n s o f m i l l i o n s o f p e a s a n t s s t i l l 
w o r r y a b o u t t h e i r f o o d a n d 
c l o t h i n g a l t h o u g h t h e i r l i v i n g 
s t a n d a r d s h a v e i m p r o v e d r e m a r k ­
a b l y c o m p a r e d w i t h t h e p a s t . 

T h a t w a s w h a t D e n g X i a o p i n g 
s a i d . N o d o u b t D e n g i s a p r a c ­
t i c a l p e r s o n a n d k n o w s t h e c u r r e n t 
s i t u a t i o n v e r y w e l l . W a n g D a c h e n g 
m a y b e a p e r s o n f u l l o f c o n f i d e n c e . 

I s u p p o s e " t e n s , o f m i l l i o n s " 
m a y m e a n 7 0 m i l l i o n o r 80 m i l l i o n 
o r e v e n 9 0 m i l l i o n . A n d t h e s e 
m a y b e p e a s a n t s w h o h a v e f a i l e d 
t o b r i n g a b o u t t h e v a r i o u s a c h i e v e ­
m e n t s r e s u l t i n g f r o m t h e r e s p o n ­
s i b i l i t y s y s t e m . 

H o w e v e r , t h a t t h i s s i t u a t i o n 
r e m a i n s a f t e r 35 y e a r s o f h a r d 
w o r k p r o v o k e s t h o u g h t , a s d o e s 
w h a t w a s s a i d i n t h e a r t i c l e " W h a t 
D e n g S a y s : C u r r e n t P o l i c i e s W i l l 
C o n t i n u e " i n i s s u e N o . 4 o f y o u r 
m a g a z i n e . 

Ch. Paron 
T e r v u r e n , B e l g i u m 

Humour, Cartoons and 
Other 

T o m a k e y o u r m a g a z i n e m o r e 
a t t r a c t i v e , y o u s h o u l d d e v o t e m o r e 
p a g e s t o h u m o u r . P l e a s e g i v e 
m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n o n A f r i c a a n d 
w r i t e m o r e a b o u t C h i n e s e w r i t e r s . 
Y o u m a y a l s o c a r r y s o m e i n f o r m a ­
t i o n o n h y g i e n e a n d s o m e c a r t o o n s 
f o r p r i m a r y s c h o o l p u p i l s . 

Djaza Ahmed Mohamed 
M o h e l i . C o m o r e s 
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EVENTS AND TRENDS 

Friendship, Optimism in Zhao's Bonn Visit 
A f t e r a s u c c e s s f u l w e e k - l o n g 

v i s i t t o t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m , P r e ­
m i e r Z h a o Z i y a n g c o n t i n u e d h i s 
W e s t E u r o p e a n t o u r b y v i s i t i n g t h e 
F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c o f G e r m a n y f r o m 
J u n e 8 - 1 7 . 

I n B o n n , Z h a o h a d w h a t h e d e s ­
c r i b e d a s " c o r d i a l a n d s i n c e r e " 
t a l k s w i t h C h a n c e l l o r H e l m u t K o h l 
o n i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s s u e s o f c o m m o n 
c o n c e r n a n d b i l a t e r a l c o - o p e r a t i o n . 

" F r o m o u r t a l k s a n d m e e t i n g s , I 
k e e n l y f e e l t h a t C h i n a a n d t h e F e d ­
e r a l R e p u b l i c o f G e r m a n y h o l d 
i d e n t i c a l o r s i m i l a r v i e w s o n s u c h 
i m p o r t a n t i s s u e s a s t h e m a i n ­
t e n a n c e o f p e a c e a n d e c o n o m i c d e ­
v e l o p m e n t , i s s u e s o n w h i c h h i n g e 
t h e f u t u r e o f t h e w o r l d a n d d e s t i n y 
o f m a n k i n d , " h e s a i d . 

A f o l l o w - u p t o K o h l ' s B e i j i n g 
v i s i t l a s t O c t o b e r , Z h a o ' s t r i p i s 
e x p e c t e d t o f u r t h e r t h e a l r e a d y 
g o o d r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
c o u n t r i e s . 

S i n o - F R G p o l i t i c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n 
a n d e c o n o m i c a n d c o m m e r c i a l e x ­
c h a n g e s h a v e d e v e l o p e d r a p i d l y i n 
r e c e n t y e a r s . 

I n 1 9 8 4 , m o r e t h a n 5 . 5 0 0 C h i ­
n e s e v i s i t e d W e s t G e r m a n y , w h i l e 
m o r e t h a n 3 4 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e f r o m t h e 
F R G t o u r e d C h i n a . 

B i l a t e r a l t r a d e l a s t y e a r r e a c h e d 
U S $ 2 . 2 b i l l i o n — a n e i g h t - f o l d i n ­
c r e a s e o v e r 1 9 7 2 , w h e n t h e t w o 
c o u n t r i e s e s t a b l i s h e d d i p l o m a t i c 
r e l a t i o n s , a n d e n o u g h t o m a k e t h e 
F R G C h i n a ' s b i g g e s t t r a d i n g p a r t ­
n e r i n W e s t e r n E u r o p e . 

D u r i n g Z h a o ' s s t a y , K o h l t o l d 
h i s C h i n e s e . g u e s t t h a t n o t a b l e 
a c h i e v e m e n t s h a d b e e n m a d e i n 
f u r t h e r i n g S i n o - F R G c o - o p e r a t i o n . 
" B u t w e s h o u l d n o t b e c o m e c o m ­

p l a c e n t . T h e p o t e n t i a l o f c o - o p e r a ­
t i o n b e t w e e n F e d e r a l G e r m a n y 

• a n d C h i n a i s f a r f r o m b e i n g f u l l y 
e x p l o i t e d , " K o h l s a i d . 

" C h i n a ' s p o l i c y o f o p e n i n g t o 
t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d a n d m o d e r n i z a ­
t i o n , w h i c h w e b e l i e v e w i l l c o n ­
t i n u e i n t o t h e n e x t c e n t u r y , a n d 
o u r o w n p o s s i b i l i t i e s w i l l s u r e l y 
p r o m o t e o u r p a r t n e r s h i p t o a n e w 
h i g h , " h e a d d e d . 

K o h l a l s o t e r m e d Z h a o ' s v i s i t 
" a m i l e s t o n e o n t h e r o a d o f f r i e n d ­
l y c o - o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
c o u n t r i e s . " H e h o p e d C h i n a a n d 
W e s t G e r m a n y " w o u l d j o i n t l y 
m a r c h f o r w a r d o n t h i s r o a d f o r t h e 
b e n e f i t a n d w e l l - b e i n g o f t h e p e o -

C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t i s s t e p p i n g 
u p r e a l e s t a t e s a l e s t o e a s e h o u s i n g 
s h o r t a g e s a n d i m p r o v e l i v i n g c o n ­
d i t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . 

A l a c k o f h o u s i n g h a s l o n g b e e n 
t h e m o s t s e n s i t i v e s o c i a l p r o b l e m 
i n C h i n a ' s c i t i e s . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
M i n i s t r y o f U r b a n a n d R u r a l C o n ­
s t r u c t i o n a n d E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o ­
t e c t i o n , e a c h u r b a n r e s i d e n t h a d a n 
a v e r a g e o f 4 . 8 s q u a r e m e t r e s o f 
l i v i n g s p a c e a t t h e e n d o f l a s t y e a r . 
B u t o n e - t h i r d o f C h i n a ' s c i t y h o u s e ­
h o l d s , o r a b o u t 7 . 5 m i l l i o n f a m i l i e s , 
s t i l l l i v e i n o v e r c r o w d e d h o m e s . 
M a n y s l e e p i n r o o m s u s e d a s o f ­
f i c e s , s t o r e s , w o r k s h o p s , b a s e m e n t s 
a n d c l a s s r o o m s d u r i n g t h e d a y . 

" T h e f u n d a m e n t a l s o l u t i o n t o 
t h e h o u s i n g s h o r t a g e i s c o m m e r ­
c i a l i z e d h o u s i n g , " s a i d X u l i n g a n , 
a n o f f i c i a l i n t h e S t a t e E c o n o m i c 
R e f o r m R e s e a r c h I n s t i t u t e . C h i n a ' s 
p r e s e n t h o u s i n g m a n a g e m e n t s y s ­
t e m m u s t b e r e f o r m e d , h e a d d e d . 

p i e o f o u r t w o c o u n t r i e s , a n d f o r 
p e a c e a n d c o e x i s t e n c e i n t h e 
w o r l d . " 

D u r i n g Z h a o ' s v i s i t , t h e t w o 
s i d e s s i g n e d : 

A n a g r e e m e n t o n e n c o u r a g i n g 
F e d e r a l G e r m a n i n v e s t m e n t i n 
C h i n a a n d p r o m o t i n g b i l a t e r a l 
e c o n o m i c c o - o p e r a t i o n ; 

A p r o t o c o l e x t e n d i n g t h e i r 1 9 7 9 
e c o n o m i c c o - o p e r a t i o n a g r e e m e n t 
f o r a n o t h e r 1 0 y e a r s a f t e r 1 9 8 5 ; 

A n d a m e m o r a n d u m o n n u c l e a r 
p o w e r c o - o p e r a t i o n . 

A f t e r l e a v i n g B o n n , Z h a o w e n t 
o n t o v i s i t t h e N e t h e r l a n d , t h e l a s t 
l e g o f h i s W e s t E u r o p e a n t o u r . 

H o u s i n g i n c i t i e s a n d t o w n s i s 
n o w a l l o c a t e d b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t , 
o f t e n a t r e n t s t o o l o w t o c o v e r 
m a i n t e n a n c e a n d m a n a g e m e n t 
c o s t s . I n B e i j i n g , f o r i n s t a n c e , 
m o s t r e s i d e n t s h a v e l o n g p a i d 
b e t w e e n 0 . 1 2 y u a n a n d 0 . 1 6 
y u a n a m o n t h p e r s q u a r e m e t r e . 
F o r a t y p i c a l f i v e - m e m b e r f a m i l y , 
t h a t m e a n s a m o n t h l y o u t l a y o f 3 - 4 
y u a n — o n l y 2 . 5 - 3 p e r c e n t o f t h e i r 
i n c o m e , i f e a c h o f t h e p a r e n t s 
e a r n s t h e n a t i o n a l a v e r a g e o f 6 0 
y u a n a m o n t h . 

C h i n a b e g a n t e s t i n g t h e m a r k e t 
f o r a p a r t m e n t s a l e s t h r e e y e a r s a g o 
i n f o u r c i t i e s — C h a n g z h o u i n 
l i a n g s u P r o v i n c e , Z h e n g z h o u i n 
H e n a n , S h a s h i i n H u b e i a n d S i -
p i n g i n J i l i n . T h e e x p e r i m e n t 
h a s s i n c e b e e n g r a d u a l l y e x p a n d ­
e d . 

T y p i c a l l y , p u r c h a s e r s m u s t p a y 
o n e - t h i r d o f t h e a p a r t m e n t ' s c o s t . 
T h e r e m a i n d e r i s c o v e r e d b y s u b -

Flat Sales Cure Housing Headaches 

6 B e i j i n g R e v i e w , N o . 25 



sidies from the state and local em­
ployers. Prices average 500 yuan 
per square metre in Beijing, where 
businesses and government depart­
ments began selling apartments on 
January 1. All organizations in the 
city have been ordered to set aside 
20 percent of the apartments they 
build for sale to their employees, 
with priority to those who have no 
homes or live in overcrowded con­
ditions. 

Previously, all Beijing residents 
were allocated homes by their em­
ployers or the local housing ad­
ministration. Housing sales began 
in the capital in 1982, but only 
to overseas Chinese. 

Last year, 1.9 million square 
metres of housing was sold to pri­
vate buyers in 111 cities and 200 
counties across China. That was a 
91 percent increase over 1983, said 
an official of the Ministry of Ur­
ban and Rural Construction and 
Environmental Protection." 

In Shanghai, the country's most 
crowded metropolis, about 1,000 
new apartments were sold last 
year. Under that programme spon­
sored by the Shanghai Industrial 
and Commercial Bank, prospec­
tive buyers were required to make 
regular savings account deposits 
for a specified time. They were 
then entitled to bank loans for the 
sum needed to purchase their new 
homes. The bank, meanwhile, 
uTed the added deposits to finance 
more housing projects. 

In spite of these moves, how­
ever, China's housing situation 
seems very little improved. Some 
experts predict that by the end of 
this year, as many as 470,000 more 
families will lack adequate hous­
ing in Shanghai alone. In addi­
tion, about.2 million urban young 
couples reach marriageable age 
each year, making the housing 
problem a potentially explosive 
one. 

In order to reach its goal of 8 

square metres of living space for 
each urban resident by the end of 
the century, China will have to 
take other measures, said Xu Jin-
gan. 

One of these is to sell over 900 
million square metres of existing 
government-built housing. That 
could recoup nearly 23 billion 
yuan to finance rpore new homes 
if half is sold at 50 yuan per 
square metre. 

Housing contractors and devel­
opment companies across the 
country should be aided with 
funds and materials to speed up 
construction. "Real estate should 
become big business," he said. 

Xu also urged a boost for the 
construction and building materials 
industries to make them pillars of 
China's economy. Local govern­
ments and collectives should be 
encouraged to build small cement 
and glass plants to supplement 
large state ones, he added. 

Birth Drop *Grays* 
China's Population 

China is preparing to relax its 
one-child policy in some areas. 

"The one-child policy is an in­
terim measure inapplicable lo 

rural families with special difficul­
ties, who may have two children, 
and to non-Han ethnic minorities, 
who may have three," said spokes­
man for the State Family Plan­
ning Commission, Shen Guoxiang. 

However, the policy has been 
serving its purpose, he noted. Ac­
cording to a recent nationwide 
survey, China now has 35 million 
one-child families, or 21.2 percent 
of the total at child-bearing age. 
The country's birth rate last year 
dropped to 17.5 per thousand, as 
against 18.62 per thousand in 1983; 
Its population growth rate also 
declined to 10.81 per thousand, 
compared with 11.54 per thousand 
the year before. 

About 20 percent of all women 
of child-bearing age now have two 
children, the survey also said, 
while another 20 percent have 
three or more. 

Responsibility for meeting 
China's goal of holding its popula­
tion to 1.2 billion by the end of the 
century is delegated to provincial 
authorities, Shen added, so that 
local economic, religious and cul­
tural factors can be taken into ac­
count. In Guangdong, for exam­
ple, families can have a second 
child if their first-born is a girl. 
The province's objective is to 
increase two-child families at the 
expense of larger ones, he said. 
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News in Brief 

C h i n a h a s s e t u p a s t a t e 
e d u c a t i o n c o m m i s s i o n t o r e ­
p l a c e t h e M i n i s t r y o f E d u c a ­
t i o n . 

T h e m o v e i s a i m e d a t 
g i v i n g t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e d e p a r t m e n t 
i n c h a r g e o f i m p r o v i n g e d u ­
c a t i o n , u n i f y i n g p o l i c y a n d 
g u i d i n g f u t u r e r e f o r m s . 

- • • * 

C h i n a w i l l s p e n d m o r e 
t h a n 1 . 2 b i l l i o n y u a n o n 
p r o v i d i n g u r b a n g a s s u p p l i e s 
a n d c e n t r a l h e a t i n g d u r i n g 
t h e S e s v n t l i F i v e - Y c a r P l a n 
( 1 9 8 6 - 1 9 9 0 ) . 

T h e p r o g r a m m e w i l l s a v e 
c o a l a n d h e a v y o i l w o r t h 
1 5 7 m i l l i o n y u a n e v e r y 
y e a r . I t w i l l a l s o c u t p o l l u ­
t i o n b y r e d u c i n g s u l f u r 
d i o x i d e s m o k e b y 4 0 , 0 0 0 
t o n s , d u s t b y 2 0 6 , 0 0 0 t o n s 
a n d c o a l c i n d e r s b y m o r e 
t h a n 4 3 0 , 0 0 0 t o n s a n n u a l l y . 

* * *. 

C h i n e s e m a t h e m a t i c i a n 
H u a L u o g e n g d i e d i n T o k y o 
o n J u n e 1 2 w h i l e l e c t u r i n g 
t o t h e l a p a n M a t h e m a t i c s 
S o c i e t y o f t h e T o k y o U n i ­
v e r s i t y . H e w a s 7 4 y e a r s o l d . 

A s p e c i a l p l a n e l e f t B e i ­
j i n g o n J u n e 1 4 t o b r i n g 
H u a ' s a s h e s b a c k i .o C h i n a . 

* • « * 

O v e r 5 8 0 , 0 0 0 c o u p l e s a s ­
s i g n e d b y t h e i r g o v e r n m e n t 
e m p l o y e r s t o w o r k i n d i f ­
f e r e n t c i t i e s h a v e b e e n r e ­
u n i t e d i n t h e p a s t f i v e y e a r s , 
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e M i n i s t r y o f 
L a b o u r a n d P e r s o n n e l . 

Zhang Shuhong ( l e f t ) , a Shandong doctor, giving a peasant 
girl her regular check-up. 

T h e o n e - c h i l d p o l i c y i s e c h o e d i n 
l i a n g s u , C h i n a ' s m o s t d e n s e l y p o p ­
u l a t e d p r o v i n c e . I n t h e l o c a l i t y 
w o m e n i n t h e 1 5 - 4 9 a g e g r o u p h a d 
a n a v e r a g e o f 1 . 4 4 c h i l d r e n i n 
1 9 8 3 , d o w n s h a r p l y f r o m 4 . 6 1 i n 
1 9 7 0 w h e n t h e n a t i o n a l f a m i l y 
p l a n n i n g p r o g r a m m e w e n t i n t o e f ­
f e c t . A r e c e n t o p i n i o n p o l l i n d i ­
c a t e d t h a t m a n y w o m e n n o w b e ­
l i e v e m o r e c h i l d r e n m e a n m o r e 
h a r d s h i p — n o t m o r e h a p p i n e s s , a s 
C h i n e s e t r a d i t i o n w o u l d h a v e i t . 

T h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f l o c a l h o m e s 
f o r s e n i o r c i t i z e n s h a s a l s o p l a y e d 
a p a r t i n r e d u c i n g f a m i l y s i z e , b y 
a s s u r i n g s u p p o r t f o r t h e a g e d , a s 
h a s i n c r e a s e d k n o w l e d g e o f c o n ­
t r a c e p t i v e s . 

W h i l e t h e f a m i l y p l a n n i n g p r o ­
g r a m m e i s s u c c e e d i n g , h o w e v e r , i t 
h a s a l s o b e c o m e a p p a r e n t t h a t 
C h i n a i s r a p i d l y a g i n g . A b o u t 8 
p e r c e n t o f i t s p o p u l a t i o n i s n o w 
o v e r 6 0 y e a r s o f a g e , a n d t h a t 
f i g u r e i s e x p e c t e d t o r i s e f u r t h e r 
t o 1 1 p e r c e n t b y 2 0 0 0 , a n d t h e n 
t o a b o u t 2 0 p e r c e n t i n t h e f i r s t 
q u a r t e r o f t h e n e x t c e n t u r y . 

T o s o l v e t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s t h a t m a y 
a r i s e f r o m t h i s t r e n d , a n a r t i c l e i n 

t h e Gongren Ribao ( W o r k e r s ' 
D a i l y ) n e w s p a p e r s u g g e s t s : 

• I n t r o d u c i n g l a b o u r - s a v i n g 
t e c h n i q u e s a n d e q u i p m e n t t o 
o f f s e t p o s s i b l e l o s s e s c a u s e d b y 
a g i n g l a b o u r e r s ; 

• E s t a b l i s h i n g a n a t i o n a l s o c i a l 
s e c u r i t y s y s t e m t o r e p l a c e t h e p e n ­
s i o n s n o w i s s u e d b y f a c t o r i e s a n d 
g o v e r n m e n t d e p a r t m e n t s . S h a n g ­
h a i ' s 1 . 2 m i l l i o n r e t i r e d w o r k e r s 
n o w d r a w p e n s i o n s a c c o u n t i n g f o r 
2 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e c i t y ' s t o t a l 
p a y r o l l . T h e m o r e r e t i r e d w o r k e r s 
a f a c t o r y h a s , t h e h e a v i e r i t s 
b u r d e n , d a m p e n i n g i t s w o r k e r s ' 
e n t h u s i a s m f o r t h e i r w o r k — 
a n o t h e r e x p r e s s i o n o f " e v e r y b o d y 
e a t i n g f r o m t h e s a m e b i g p o t " r e ­
g a r d l e s s o f t h e i r p r o d u c t i v i t y , 

• C r e a t i n g j o b o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 
r e t i r e d w o r k e r s . A b o u t 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 o f 
S h a n g h a i ' s r e t i r e e s c a n s t i l l w o r k ; 
g i v i n g t h e m j o b s w o u l d n o t o n l y 
e a s e a b u r d e n o n s o c i e t y , b u t a l s o 
i n c r e a s e t h e i r i n c o m e a n d m a k e 
t h e i r l a t e r l i v e s h a p p i e r ; 

• A n d d e v e l o p i n g w e l f a r e p r o ­
g r a m m e s f o r s e n i o r c i t i z e n s , w i t h 
p r i o r i t y g i v e n t o c h i l d l e s s e l d e r l y 
p e o p l e . 
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• A n d g i v i n g s e n i o r c i t i z e n s 
b e t t e r l e g a l p r o d u c t i o n . L a w 
s h o u l d b e f o r m u l a t e d t o p r o t e c t 
s e n i o r c i t i z e n s ' r i g h t s a n d i n ­
t e r e s t s , t h e p a p e r s a i d , a d d i n g t h a t 
a t l e a s t o n e c h i l d s h o u l d b e 
r e q u i r e d t o l i v e w i t h a n d s u p p o r t 
a w i d o w e d p a r e n t , i n r e t u r n f o r a 
l a r g e r s h a r e o f t h e f a m i l y i n h e r i ­
t a n c e . 

Technology Fair 
Gets Results 

C h i n a ' s f i r s t 2 5 - d a y n a t i o n a l 
t e c h n i c a l t r a d e f a i r c l o s e d i n B e i ­
j i n g o n J u n e 1 0 , w i t h m o r e t h a n 
1 0 , 0 0 0 c o n t r a c t s s i g n e d a n d a g r e e ­
m e n t s r e a c h e d o n a b o u t 3 b i l l i o n 
y u a n w o r t h o f t e c h n o l o g y t r a n s ­
f e r s . 

T h e f a i r w a s c o - s p o n s o r e d b y 
t h e S t a t e S c i e n c e a n d T e c h n o l o g y 
C o m m i s s i o n , t h e S t a t e E c o n o m i c 
C o m m i s s i o n , t h e S t a t e S c i e n t i f i c 
C o m m i s s i o n f o r N a t i o n a l D e f e n c e 
a n d t h e B e i j i n g m u n i c i p a l g o v e r n ­
m e n t . I t s p a r t i c i p a n t s i n c l u d e d 
3 , 0 0 0 c o r p o r a t i o n s f r o m t h r o u g h ­
o u t t h e c o u n t r y . O n s a l e w e r e t h e 
r e s u l t s o f a b o u t 1 5 , 0 0 0 t e c h n i c a l 

p r o j e c t s a n d a w i d e r a n g e o f n e w 
p r o d u c t s . A f u r t h e r 5 0 0 t e c h n i c a l 
p r o j e c t s w e r e p u t u p f o r b i d d i n g . 

G u o S h u r e n , p r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
f a i r ' s b o a r d o f d i r e c t o r s , s a i d t h a t 
t h e e v e n t s e r v e d as a l i n k b e t w e e n 
a c a d e m i c r e s e a r c h a n d e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d h e l p e d s p u r t h e 
g r o w t h o f n a t i o n a l m a r k e t s f o r 
t e c h n i c a l s e r v i c e s . 

O v e r t h e p a s t t h r e e d e c a d e s , G u o 
a d d e d , r e s e a r c h h a s b e e n s e p a r a t e d 
f r o m t h e c o m m o d i t y m a r k e t , a n d 
w a s r e g a r d e d as c o m m o n p r o p e r t y 
t o b e s h a r e d f r e e o f c h a r g e . T h e 
r e s u l t w a s t h a t m a n y r e s e a r c h i n ­
s t i t u t e s p a i d l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n t o t h e 
p r a c t i c a l a p p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e i r w o r k 
b e c a u s e o f a l a c k o f i n c e n t i v e s , 
w h i l e f a c t o r i e s f o u n d t h e m s e l v e s 
w i t h o u t t h e rtiodern t e c h n o l o g i e s 
t h e y n e e d e d t o u p d a t e t h e i r e q u i p ­
m e n t a n d p r o d u c t s . 

T h e M a r c h n a t i o n a l s c i e n c e c o n ­
f e r e n c e , a t w h i c h r e s e a r c h r e s u l t s 
w e r e d e f i n e d a s c o m m o d i t i e s , 
g a v e g r e a t i m p e t u s t o t h e d e v e l ­
o p m e n t o f t e c h n i c a l t r a d e f a i r s 
a n d t r a n s f e r c e n t r e s a l l o v e r t h e 
c o u n t r y , G u o s a i d . 

" T h i s n a t i o n a l f a i r , " h e s a i d , 
• ' w i l l h e l p m a k e r e s e a r c h r e s u l t s 
c o m m e r c i a l l y v i a b l e a n d s e r v e t h e 

An official of the China Science and Technology University showing his clients 
his new products. The university has signed 99 technology transfer contracts 

with 22 provinces. 

n a t i o n ' s e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t 
w i t h k n o w - h o w . " 

A h i g h l i g h t o f t h e f a i r w a s t h e 
t r a n s f e r o f m i l i t a r y a n d o t h e r 
a d v a n c e d t e c h n o l o g i e s i n t o c i v i l i a n , 
u s e . A d e l e g a t i o n f r o m t h e M i n ­
i s t r y o f A s t r o n a u t i c s I n d u s t r y s i g n ­
e d m o r e t h a n 2 , 0 0 0 t e c h n o l o g y 
t r a n s f e r c o n t r a c t s w o r t h 3 0 0 m i l ­
l i o n y u a n . T h e S h a n g h a i A s t r o n a u ­
t i c s B u r e a u ' s s a t e l l i t e a d h e s i v e , f o r 
e x a m p l e , h a s b e e n a p p l i e d t o t h e 
p r o d u c t i o n o f a r t i f i c i a l m a r b l e — 
a m o v e w e l l - r e c e i v e d b y s ; n a l l a n d 
r u r a l f a c t o r i e s , s i n c e t h e a r t i f i c i a l 
s t o n e i s as h a r d a n d b e a u t i f u l a s 
n a t u r a l m a r b l e , b u t 2 5 p e r c e n t 
c h e a p e r . 

C h i n a p l a n s t o h o l d t e c h n i c a l 
f a i r s e v e r y y e a r . B u s i n e s s p e o p l e 
f r o m a b r o a d w i l l b e i n v i t e d t o a t ­
t e n d t h e n e x t s e s s i o n , a b i d t o 
m a k e i t a n e v e n t o f w o r l d w i d e 
i m p o r t a n c e , G u o s a i d . 

Surly Sales Clerks 
Dis-serving People 

A u n i v e r s i t y p r o f e s s o r m a k e s i t 
a r u l e t o g o t o s t o r e s a s l i t t l e a s 
p o s s i b l e . " N o t o n l y d o I w a n t t o 
s a v e t i m e , " h e s a y s . " W h a t ' s m o r e 
i m p o r t a n t , I d o n ' t e x p e c t t o b e 
t r e a t e d w i t h d i s d a i n o r e v e n r e b u k ­
e d b y t h e s a l e s c l e r k s . " A h o u s e ­
w i f e e c h o e s h i s t h o u g h t , t h e n 
a d d s , " I f y o u w a n t t o m a k e y o u r ­
s e l f u n h a p p y , g o t o a s h o p . " 

T h e i r c o m m e n t s r e f l e c t t h e o p i n ­
i o n s o f m a n y s h o p p e r s i n C h i n a , 
i n c l u d i n g s o m e f o r e i g n r e s i d e n t s , 
w h o h a v e l o n g b e e n d i s s a t i s f i e d 
w i t h t h e s u r l y a t t i t u d e s o f as­
s i s t a n t s i n d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e s , r e ­
s t a u r a n t s , h o t e l s , r a i l w a y t i c k e t o f ­
f i c e s a n d o t h e r p u b l i c p l a c e s . T h e 
p r o b l e m h a s b e e n t h e t a r g e t o f 
s e v e r a l n a t i o n a l c o u r t e s y d r i v e s . 
L o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s , w h i c h r e a l i z e d 
t h e s e r i o u s n e s s o f t h e s i t u a t i o n 
s o m e w h a t e a r l i e r , h a v e a l s o l a u n c h -
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e d c o u r t e s y - c a m p a i g n s o f t h e i r 
o w n . I n g e n e r a l , h o w e v e r , o n l y a 
l i t t l e p r o g r e s s h a s b e e n m a d e . 
" W h e t h e r y o u a c c e p t i t o r n o t , b a d 
a t t i t u d e s a r e s t i l l o n e o f t h e b i g ­
g e s t a n d o l d e s t s o c i a l p r o b l e m s i n 
C h i n a , " o n e y o u n g s h o p p e r s a i d . 

T h e s u b j e c t h a s b e e n a c o n s t a n t 
t o p i c f o r s o c i a l c r i t i c s w r i t i n g i n 
C h i n e s e n e w s p a p e r s . T h i s m o n t h , 
i n f a c t , h a s s e e n a r a s h o f r e p o r t s 
— p e r h a p s m o r e t h a n e v e r b e f o r e 
— d i s c u s s i n g t h e a t t i t u d e i s s u e a s 
a n i n d i c a t o r o f C h i n a ' s n a t i o n a l 
d i g n i t y . " D u r i n g t h e w a r , i n t h e 
e a r l y 1 9 4 0 s , c o m m o n p e o p l e j u d g ­
e d t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o n t h e b e ­
h a v i o u r o f i t s E i g h t h R o u t e A r m y . " 
e x p l a i n s Y i J i a n x i a n g , a m a n a g e r 
a t B e i j i n g ' s W a n g f u j i n g D e p a r t ­
m e n t S t o r e , o n e o f t h e l a r g e s t i n 
C h i n a . " B u t n o w t h e y j u d g e s o ­
c i a l i s m b y i t s s e r v i c e t r a d e s . I n 
a s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r y , p e o p l e a r e 
e q u a l s a n d s h o u l d b e h e l p f u l t o ­
w a r d s o n e a n o t h e r . B u t c a n y o u s a y 
i t i s s o c i a l i s m w h e n y o u g l o w e r a t 
c u s t o m e r s , o r e v e n q u a r r e l w i t h 
t h e m ? " h e a s k e d . 

A l t h o u g h h i s d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e 
h a s b e e n p r a i s e d b y s o m e s h o p p e r s , 
Y i a d d e d , i t d o e s n o t m e a n i t s s t a f f 
a r e d o i n g p e r f e c t j o b . " P e r h a p s 
y o u h a p p e n e d t o m e e t a m o d e l 
s a l e s w o m a n t h e o t h e r d a y , " h e s a i d . 
I t ' s n a t u r a l f o r p e o p l e t o b e e a g e r 
f o r g o o d s e r v i c e . " W h e n y o u m e e t 
a g o o d s a l e s g i r l , y o u c a n ' t h e l p 
b u y i n g m o r e g o o d s , e v e n i f t h e y 
a r e e x p e n s i v e , " a w o m a n s a i d . 

A c c o r d i n g t o a r e c e n t r a n d o m 
s u r v e y , o n l y h a l f o f C h i n a ' s t e n 
m a j o r d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e s g i v e t h e i r 
c u s t o m e r s c o u r t e o u s s e r v i c e . T h e 
h o n o u r l i s t i n c l u d e d t h e W a n g f u ­
j i n g S t o r e i n B e i j i n g , t h e N a n f a n g 
D e p a r t m e n t S t o r e i n G u a n g z h o u 
a n d N a n j i n g ' s X i n j i e k o u D e p a r t ­
m e n t S t o r e . 

Q u a r r e l s w i t h c u s t o m e r s , o n c e 
c o m m o n , a r e n o w s e e n l e s s o f t e n 
b e c a u s e t h e s e c a n r e s u l t i n t h e l o s s 
o f a m o n t h l y b o n u s . B u t c o l d a t ­
t i t u d e s a n d i n s u l t s a r e a l l t o o n o r ­
m a l i n m a n y C h i n e s e s h o p s , e s p e ­

c i a l l y w h e r e n o i n c e n t i v e s a r e o f ­
f e r e d f o r b e t t e r p e r f o r m a n c e . 

" A s a l e s w o m a n m a y h o l d h e r 
t e m p e r b e c a u s e s h e ' s a f r a i d o f l o s ­
i n g i n c o m e . B u t s h e l o s e s n o t h i n g 
i f s h e i g n o r e s c u s t o m e r s o r u s e s 
h a r s h w o r d s t o s e n d t h e m a w a y , " 
o n e s h o p p e r s a i d . 

O n e o f t h e l e a s t p o p u l a r — b u t 
m o s t c o m m o n l y h e a r d — e x p r e s ­
s i o n s i s "meiyou" ( w e d o n ' t h a v e 
a n y ) . T h a t p h r a s e , o n e f o r e i g n r e s ­
i d e n t o f B e i j i n g s a i d o n l y h a l f i n 
j e s t , w a s t h e f i r s t s h e l e a r n e d a f t e r 
c o m i n g t o C h i n a . 

W h i l e w e l c o m i n g t h e e x p o s u r e 
o f p a r t i c u l a r l y b a d e x a m p l e s i n t h e 
n a t i o n a l m e d i a , m a n y s a l e s p e o p l e 
b e l i e v e t h e r e a r e t w o s i d e s t o t h e 
p r o b l e m — a n d t h a t n o t o n l y t h e i r 
s i d e i s t o ' b l a m e . 

" I o f t e n m e e t r o u g h , i m p o l i t e 
s h o p p e r s . T h e y l o o k d o w n o n m y 
j o b . T h e y a r e c o n d e s c e n d i n g t o 
m e , a n d t r e a t m e l i k e a c h i l d . I 
c a n ' t p u t u p w i t h t h i s . 1 t r e a t 
p e o p l e j u s t t h e w a y t h e y t r e a t m e . " 
a y o u n g s a l e s m a n s a i d . 

S h o p m a n a g e r s a r e w o r k i n g t o 
c h a n g e t h e s i t u a t i o n , b u t m a n y f i n d 
i t a n u p h i l l f i g h t . " A l l w e c a n d o 
i s s e t t l e o n e c o n c r e t e p r o b l e m a t a 
t i m e . W e h a v e n o w a y o f r e s o l v ­
i n g t h e i s s u e c o m p l e t e l y . T h e p r o b ­
l e m i s a s o c i a l o n e , a n d c a n ' t b e 
r e s o l v e d a t a s i n g l e s t r o k e , " s a y s 
L i X i a n h e o f t h e D a z h a l a n N o . 1 
D e p a r t m e n t S t o r e i n B e i j i n g . 

T h e n e w s p a p e r s o n l y s e e t h e 
o b v i o u s p a r t s o f t h e p r o b l e m , h e 
a d d e d , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t t h e y d i g 
d e e p e r t o f i n d i t s r o o t s . L i s a i d 
t h a t h i s y o u n g e r c l e r k s m a k e o n l y 
4 1 y u a n a m o n t h . I n a d d i t i o n , 
m a n y h a v e h e a d a c h e s o f t h e i r o w n 
s u c h a s h o u s i n g — s o m e e v e n h a v e 
t o r e n t f a r m e r s ' h o u s e s . A l l t h e s e 
f a c t o r s i n f l u e n c e t h e i r f e e l i n g s , h e 
n o t e d . " O u r s a l e s c l e r k s a r e r e ­
q u i r e d t o s e r v e t h e p e o p l e c o u r ­
t e o u s l y . B u t , a t t h e s a m e t i m e , 
s o c i e t y s h o u l d b e c o n c e r n e d w i t h 
t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . A f t e r a l l , t h e y a r e 
p e o p l e t o o , " L i s a i d . 

C h i n a & t h e W o r l d 
Li to see US, Canada 

P r e s i d e n t L i X i a n n i a n a n d 
h i s w i f e , L i n f i a m e i , w i l l 
p a y a s t a t e v i s i t t o N o r t h 
A m e r i c a n e x t m o n t h , a 
F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y s p o k e s m a n 
a n n o u n c e d i n B e i j i n g o n 
l u n e 1 4 . 

L i w i l l b e t h e f i r s t C h i n e s e 
h e a d o f s t a t e t o v i s i t C a n a d a 
a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s s i n c e 
B e i j i n g e s t a b l i s h e d d i p l o m a t ­
i c r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e t w o 
c o u n t r i e s i n 1 9 7 0 a n d 1 9 7 9 . 
President Greets US Team 

P r e s i d e n t L i r e c e n t l y m e t 
a v i s i t i n g U S b a s e b a l l t e a m 
f r o m C . W . P o s t U n i v e r s i t y i n 
N e w Y o r k a n d D r . L e o n a r d 
M i l t o n , p r e s i d e n t o f t h e p e o ­
p l e t o . p e o p l e s p o r t s c o m ' 
m i t t e e o f A m e r i c a . 

D u r i n g t h e m e e t i n g , C . W . 
P o s t D e a n D a n n i s P a y e t t e 
p r e s e n t e d L i a g o l d m e d a l 
l i o n a n d c e r t i f i c a t e n a m i n g 
h i m a G r a n d M a r s h a l o f 
L o n g I s l a n d . 

H e a l s o f o r w a r & d l e t t e r s 
f r o m A m e r i c a n P r e s i d e n t 
R o n a l d R e a g a n a n d N e w 
Y o r k M a j o r E d w a r d K o c f i . 
China Condemns SA Raid 

L h i i i a . - s i t ' n s ; ! ) c o n d e m n e d 
t h e i n v a s i o n o f B o t s w a n a b y 
S o u t h A f r i c a n t r o o p t , t h e 
F o r e i g n M i n i s - t r y s a i d i n B e i ­
j i n g o n J u n e \

T h e S o u d i A f r i c a n s a t ­
t a c k e d JO t a r g e t s i n G a b o r ­
o n e , c a p i t a l o f B o t s w a n a , o n 
i u n e 1 4 . k i l l i n g 1 2 p e o p l e 
a n d w o t m d i n g m a n y m o r e . 

C h i n e s e s t a t e m e n t s a i d 
t h i s w a s a b r a z e n e n c r o a c h ­
m e n t u p o n t h e s o v e r e i g n t y 
a n d t e r r i t o r y o f a n i n d e p e n ­
d e n t s t a t e b y t h e S o u t h 
A f r i c a n a u t h o r i t i e s , a n d a 
f l a g r a n t p r o v o c a t i o n a g a i n s t 
t h e A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s a n d 
p e o p l e . 

W Beijing Review, No. 2 5 



INTERNATIONAL 

US-USSR 

S A L T iVs Future in D o u b t 
Although the Reagan administration has decided to con­
tinue to live up to its s&cond Strategic Arms Limitation 
Treaty with the Soviet Union, many question whether the 
pact will restrain the arms race. 

by ZHANG DEZHEN 

PRESIDENT Ronald Rea­
gan on June 10 announced 

that his administration would con­
tinue to live up to the second 
Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty 
(SALT II) with Moscow. But 
he required the Soviet Union to 
correct its noncompliance with 
the treaty and reserved the right 
to respond in kind to any Soviet 
violations. . His announcement 
thus ended the internal debate on 
whether to abide by the pace or 
annul it. 

SALT II was signed by US and 
Soviet leaders in Vienna on June 
18, 1979. With the Soviet inva­
sion of Afghanistan, relations be­
tween the United States and the 
Soviet Union have deteriorated. 
Although the US Congress has 
not ratified the treaty, the two 
sides have expressed their will­
ingness to observe its terms. 
However, since the treaty was 
signed, neither has fulfilled its 
promises. Each side has attempt­
ed to exploit the treaty to get an 
edge in the arms race, resulting 
in numerous violations. 

Recently the two sides again 
crossed verbal swords, accusing, 
each other of violating the treaty. 
The United States has blamed the 
Soviet Union of contravening a 
provision under which each side 
can only manufacture and deploy 
one new type of strategic missile. 
Besides the SS-X-24 missile, 

Washington says, the Soviet Union 
has also manufactured the new 
SS-X-25. The US administration 
has also accused the Soviets of 
being 600 delivery vehicles over 
the limit of 2,250 stipulated in 
SALT II. In response, the Krem­
lin pointed out that the United 
States has also been responsible 
for violations of the treaty. 
Washington has exceeded the 
quota for multi-warhead missiles, 
Moscow says, while speeding up 
deployment of sea-based cruise 
missiles. The war of words 
seemed aimed at shifting responsi­
bility for the violations to each 
other. 

The most pressing problem, 
however, is that SALT II will 
expire at the end of this year. 
The Reagan administration must 
make a choice on whether 
to continue to abide by the treaty 
or abandon it. The question is 
complicated by the fact that a 
new Trident nuclear submarine 
will start its sea trials in Septem­
ber. If the United States is to 
keep its missile forces within the 
limit set by the accord, it will 
have to dismantle an old missile 
submarine. 

Within the US government, 
there are two prevailing views on 
these issues. Pentagon officials 
state that since Moscow has re­
peatedly violated the treaty, the 
Reagan administration should let 
the military adopt corresponding 
actions. At the same time, the 
State Department notes that ter­

minating the SALT II accord 
would send the arms race out of 
control and have a grave impact 
on the current Geneva disarma­
ment talks and US-SOviet relations 
as a whole. On June 5 the US' 
Senate passed a resolution re­
questing that the Reagan admin­
istration continue to abide by 
SALT II by 1986. Earlier this 
month, West European countries 
attending the NATO foreign 
ministers' conference urged the 
United States not to annul the 
accord. Under pressure from 
public opinion at home and 
abroad, the United States finally 
decided to abide by the treaty. 

Of course, Reagan's decision 
has some conditions. If a Soviet 
violation of the treaty is discover­
ed, he said, the United States will 
reserve the right to make "appro­
priate and proportionate res­
ponses" to it. Furthermore, he 
ordered the Defence Department to 
give a report on the Soviet 
arsenal and its implementation of 
the treaty before November 15. 
He will base his final decision on 
SALT II on this report. 

Although SALT II was signed 
six years ago, these years have 
shown that the superpower arms 
race has not been restrained by a 
paper agreement. On the con­
trary, since the treaty only limits 
the number of their nuclear 
weapons and does not curb their 
qualitative development, it has 
actually left the door open for the 
superpowers to study and manu­
facture more advanced weapons 
and speed up their programmes 
of replacing old arms with new. 
The US MX missile and the So­
viet SS-X-24 have both been de­
veloped under the terms of SALT 
11's one-missile limit. If the Unit­
ed States and the Soviet Union 
lack sincerity on disarmament, no 
treaty will halt the superpower 
arms race. 
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Pakistan 

Protesting Afghan Border Raids 
The Afghan issue cannot be settled as long as the Kabul 
authorities only pay lip service to finding a political solu­
tion and make military provocations instead. 

by SHI ZONGXING 
I T H t h e i r w a n t o n a n d i n ­
d i s c r i m i n a t e b o m b i n g o f 

P a k i s t a n o n M a y 3 1 , t h e A f g h a n 
a u t h o r i t i e s h a v e s h o w n t h a t t h e y 
a n d t h e i r s u p p o r t e r s a r e n o t 
s i n c e r e i n s e e k i n g a p e a c e f u l s o l u ­
t i o n o f t h e A f g h a n i s t a n i s s u e . 

F r o m M a y 2 5 - 3 1 , D i e g o C o r d o -
v e z , t h e s p e i c a l U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
e n v o y a n d p e r s o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
o f S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l J a v i e r P e r e z 
d e C u e l l a r , s h u t t l e d b e t w e e n 
I s l a m a b a d a n d K a b u l . A s a r e ­
s u l t , b o t h P a k i s t a n a n d A f g h a n ­
i s t a n a g r e e d t o a t t e n d a f o u r t h 
r o u n d o f i n d i r e c t t a l k s t o b e h e l d 
i n G e n e v a . 

O n t h e d a y C o r d o v e z ' s v i s i t 
e n d e d , h o w e v e r , t w o M i G - 1 9 ' s 
v i o l a t e d P a k i s t a n ' s a i r s p a c e . n e a r 
D r o s l i , i n t h e C h i t r a l d i s t r i c t , 
d r o p p i n g 1 4 b o m b s a n d l a u n c h i n g 
2 0 0 r o c k e t s . T h i r t e e n P a k i s t a n i 
c i v i l i a n s w e r e r e p o r t e d k i l l e d a n d 
3 5 w o u n d e d i n t h e r a i d . 

I n a s t r o n g p r o t e s t l o d g e d w i t h 
t h e K a b u l r e g i m e , t h e P a k i s t a n 
N a t i o n a l C o n g r e s s c a l l e d o n t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t t o a d o p t a l l n e c e s s a r y 
m e a s u r e s i n o r d e r t o s a f e g u a r d 
t h e c o u n t r y ' s s o v e r e i g n t y a n d ( h e 
l i v e s a n d p r o p e r t y o f i t s p e o p l e . 

P r e s i d e n t Z i a u ! - H a q o n J u n e 
S m a d e a s p e c i a l t r i p t o t h e b o m b ­
e d a r e a , t o m e e t a n d c o n s o l e 
t h o s e w h o s u f f e r e d l o s s e s . W h i l e 
t h e r e , h e u r g e d K a b u l t o h a l t i t s 
b o m b i n g o f P a k i s t a n . H e a l s o 
w a r n e d t h a t i f t h e a t t a c k s d o n o t 
c e a s e , P a k i s t a n w i l l c h a n g e i t s 
a t t i t u d e o f r e s t r a i n t . 

A f g h a n p l a n e s h a v e v i o l a t e d 
P a k i s t a n ' s a i r s p a c e m o r e t h a n 6 0 0 
t i m e s s i n c e S o v i e t U n i o n t r o o p s 
i n v a d e d A f g h a n i s t a n i n D e c e m b e r 
1 9 7 9 . T h e r a i d s h a v e c a u s e d 
g r e a t d a m a g e i n v i l l a g e s n e a r t h e 

P a k i s t a n - A f g h a n b o r d e r . O v e r 
1 0 0 p e o p l e w e r e k i l l e d a n d 7 1 
o t h e r s w o u n d e d i n t w o o f t h e 
m o s t s e r i o u s a t t a c k s i n J a n u a r y 
a n d S e p t e m b e r 1 9 8 4 . O t h e r i n ­
c i d e n t s h a v e a l s o t a k e n p l a c e i n 
w h i c h A f g h a n t r o o p s c r o s s e d t h e 
b o r d e r a n d f i r e d a t P a k i s t a n i s . 

F o r i t s p a r t , I s l a m a b a d h a s f i l e d 
8 3 p r o t e s t s w i t h t h e A f g h a n 
a u t h o r i t i e s , b u t i t h a s s o f a r t a k e n 

by CHEN JICHANG 
and ZHOU GUOMING 

L E B A N O N , a l r e a d y r e e l i n g 
f r o m w e e k s o f b l o o d y f i g h t ­

i n g b e t w e e n S h i i t e M u s l i m s a n d 
P a l e s t i n i a n s b a t t l i n g f o r c o n t r o l o f 
r e f u g e e c a m p s i n B e i r u t , w a s 
s t u n n e d b y y e t a n o t h e r b l o w t h i s 
m o n t h w h e n I s r a e l d e l a y e d i t s p l a n 
t o p u l l i t s t r o o p s o u t o f t h e w a r -
w e a r y c o u n t r y . 

T h e p u l l o u t w a s t o h a v e c o m ­
p l e t e d o n J u n e — t h e t h i r d a n n i ­
v e r s a r y o f I s r a e l ' s i n v a s i o n o f i t s 
s p l i n t e r e d n o r t h e r n n e i g h b o u r . B u t 
e v e n t h o u g h o n e I s r a e l i a r m y c o m ­
m a n d e r s a i d t h e w i t h d r a w a l h a d 
b e e n c o m p l e t e d , o n J u n e 7 D e ­
f e n c e M i n i s t e r Y i t z h a k R a b i n s t a t ­
e d t h a t I s r a e l w o u l d m a i n t a i n s e v ­
e r a l h u n d r e d | r o o p s a l o n g t h e 
L e b a n o n - I s r a e l b o r d e r . 

T h e m o v e s e e m e d c e r t a i n t o c o n ­
t i n u e w h a t h a s n o w b e c o m e 
I s r a e l ' s m o s t c o s t l y m i l i t a r y a d v e n ­
t u r e . T h e t o l l f o r t h e t h r e e y e a r s : 
6 5 4 I s r a e l i s k i l l e d a n d 3 , 8 7 3 

n o m i l i t a r y a c t i o n o v e r t h e 
a t t a c k s . 

A l t h o u g h Z i a h a s s e v e r e l y c o n ­
d e m n e d K a b u l ' s a c t i o n s , h e i n a 
r e c e n t s t a t e m e n t s t r e s s e d h i s h o p e s 
f o r p e a c e f u l s o l u t i o n o f t h e 
A f g h a n i s s u e . 

K a b u l a n d i t s s u p p o r t e r s , h o w ­
e v e r , w h i l e s a y i n g t h e y w e r e w i l l ­
i n g t o s e t t l e t h e i s s u e p e a c e f u l l y , 
h a v e w i t h d r a w n n o n e o f t h e 
f o r e i g n t r o o p s s t a t i o n e d i n A f ­
g h a n i s t a n . I n s t e a d , t h e y i n t e n s i f y 
t h e w a r a n d i m p o s e m i l i t a r y p r e s ­
s u r e u p o n P a k i s t a n . T h i s s h o w s 
t h e y o n l y p a y l i p s e r v i c e t o t h e 
i d e a o f a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n t o e n d 
t h e f i v e - a n d - a - h a l f - y e a r w a r . 

w o u n d e d . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e w a r a l s o 
p l a c e d a h e a v y n e w b u r d e n o f 
U S $ 1 m i l l i o n a d a y o n t h e b a c k s 
o f t h e c o u n t r y ' s a l r e a d y h a r d -
p r e s s e d t a x p a y e r s , b r i n g i n g i t s 
e c o n o m y t o t h e b r i n k o f c o l l a p s e 
a n d t o u c h i n g o f f n e w p o l i t i c a l a n d 
s o c i a l c r i s e s i n t h e p r o c e s s . 

T h e d e l a y a l s o a p p a r e n t l y c o n ­
t r a d i c t e d t h e p r o g r a m m e a n n o u n c ­
e d o n J a n u a r y 1 4 , w V i e n t h e g o v ­
e r n m e n t o f P r i m e M i n i s t e r S h i m o n 
P e r e s g a v e u p i t s d e m a n d s f o r a 
s i m u l t a n e o u s I s r a e l i - S y r i a n t r o o p 
w i t h d r a w a l f r o m L e b a n o n a n d d e ­
c l a r e d i t s t h r e e - s t a g e p u l l o u t . T h e 
f i r s t t w o s t a g e s o f t h e p l a n w e r e 
c o m p l e t e d o n s c h e d u l e b y m i d -
A p r i l ; b u t t h e n I s r a e l i n s i s t e d o n 
t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a s o - c a l l e d 
" s e c u r i t y z o n e " a l o n g i t s n o r t h e r n 
b o r d e r . " T h e z o n e , 8 - 2 0 k i l o m e t r e s 
d e e p , w o u l d b e c o n t r o l l e d b y t h e 
p r o - I s r a e l i S o u t h L e b a n o n A r m y 
( S L A ) . A n d i t w a s c o n c e r n o v e r 
w h e t h e r t h e S L A c o u l d m a i n t a i n 
c o n t r o l o f t h e a r e a a f t e r t h e I s r a e l i 
p u l l o u t t h a t f i n a l l y p r o m p t e d t h e 
p o s t p o n e m e n t . 

Israel 

Aim of Troop Pullout D e l a y 
Israel has not yet withdrawn all its troops from Lebanon, 
and the pullout delay has now become a new obstacle 
to restoring the country's sovereignty. 

12 B e i j i n g R e v i e w , N o . 25 



O t h e r e v e n t s i n L e b a n o n h a v e 
a l s o p l a y e d a p a r t i n t h e I s r a e l i d e ­
c i s i o n . T h e r e f u g e e c a m p c o n ­
f l i c t s , w h i c h p i t S h i i t e A m a l m i ­
l i t i a m e n a g a i n s t b e l e a g u e r e d P a l e s ­
t i n i a n f i g h t e r s , h a v e c o n t i n u e d a s 
p e a c e n e g o t i a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e 
c o m b a t a n t s r e m a i n i n d e a d l o c k . 

A n a d d i t i o n a l f a c t o r i s t h e r e ­
c e n t S y r i a n - L e b a n e s e s u m m i t i n 
D a m a s c u s , a n d i t s p l a n f o r L e b ­
a n o n , w h i l e t h e L e b a n e s e g o v e r n ­
m e n t a r m y w i l l e x p a n d i t s g a r r i ­
s o n i n t h e s o u t h o f t h e c o u n t r y 
— a n a r e a a l r e a d y a s s i g n e d b y I s ­
r a e l t o i t s a l l i e s i n t h e S L A . T h e 
p o s t p o n e m e n t , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
L e b a n e s e p r e s s , w a s I s r a e f ' s s i l e n t 
v o t e a g a i n s t t h e s u m m i t p l a n . 

As i f t o c o n f i r m t h i s , t h e n S L A 
r e c e n t l y p r e v e n t e d g o v e r n m e n t 
t r o o p s f r o m e n t e r i n g J e z z i n a r e a . 

Sudan 

b y Z H A O Z H U X I U 

Si n c e c o m i n g t o p o w e r i n a m i l ­
i t a r y c o u p o n A p r i l 6 , t h e 

S u d a n ' s T r a n s i t i o n a l M i l i t a r y 
C o u n c i l h a s b e g u n r e a d j u s t i n g 
l o n g - s t a n d i n g f o r e i g n p o l i c i e s i m ­
p l e m e n t e d b y t h e f o r m e r g o v e r n ­
m e n t , a n d i s a c t i v e l y s e e k i n g b e t t e r 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h c o u n t r i e s o u t s i d e i t s 
t r a d i t i o n a l o r b i t . 

I n i t s s h i f t t o w a r d s n o n - a l i g n ­
m e n t , t h e g o v e r n m e n t o f S u w a r a l 
D a h a b h a s b e e n m a i n t a i n i n g f r i e n d ­
l y r e l a t i o n s w i t h E g y p t , S a u d i A r a ­
b i a a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . B u t 
i t a l s o h a s e n e r g e t i c a l l y c o u r t e d 
L i b y a , E t h i o p i a a n d t h e S o v i e t 
U n i o n —'- c o u n t r i e s w h i c h p r e v i o u s ­
l y r e c e i v e d c o l d - s h o u l d e r t r e a t -

s o u t h o f B e i r u t , a n d c o n t i n u e d 
l a u n c h i n g n e w o p e r a t i o n s a g a i n s t 
S h i i t e v i l l a g e s a n d t o w n s i n ' S o u t h 
L e b a n o n . A c c o r d i n g t o o b s e r v e r s 
i n D a m a s c u s , t h e m o v e w a s a l s o 
a i m e d a t k e e p i n g s o m e c o u n t r i e s 
f r o m t a k i n g d i p l o m a t i c a c t i o n f o r 
M i d e a s t p e a c e n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

T h e L e b a n e s e g o v e r n m e n t , 
m e a n w h i l e , c a l l e d o n I s r a e l t o 
w i t h d r a w a l l i t s t r o o p s u n d e r U n i t ­
e d N a t i o n s S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o ­
l u t i o n 4 2 5 . T h e L e b a n e s e a l s o o p - , 
p o s e I s r a e l ' s d e m a n d s f o r a " s e c u ­
r i t y z o n e " i n S o u t h L e b a n o n , a n d 
t h e s t a t i o n i n g o f t r o o p s a l o n g t h e 
b o r d e r . 

A n t i - I s r a e l i f o r c e s i n S o u t h L e b ­
a n o n h a v e d e c l a r e d t h a t t h e y 
w i l l c o n t i n u e t o f i g h t u n t i l a l l I s ­
r a e l i t r o o p s a r e d r i v e n o u t o f t h e 
c o u n t r y . 

m e n t , o r e v e n o u t r i g h t h o s t i l i t y , 
f r o m d i p l o m a t s i n K h a r t o u m . T h e 
f i r s t c o n c r e t e r e s u l t s o f t h e s e o v e r ­
t u r e s w e r e n o t l o n g i n c o m i n g . 

O n A p r i l 1 1 , a S u d a n e s e d e l e g a ­
t i o n v i s i t e d L i b y a f o r c o n t a c t s t h a t 
l e d t o a n a g r e e m e n t o n r e s t o r i n g 
d i p l o m a t i c r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e 
f o r m e r a d v e r s a r i e s . S o o n a f t e r , t o p 
L i b y a n o f f i c i a l A b d e l S a l a m f a l -
l o u d l e d a r e t u r n t r i p t o t h e S u -
d a i i t o s i g n a j o i n t c o m m u n i q u e o n 
d e v e l o p i n g p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c , so ­
c i a l a n d t e c h n i c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n . 

I n l a t e A p r i l , a n o t h e r S u d a n e s e 
d e l e g a t i o n w a s d i s p a t c h e d t o 
E t h i o p i a , t o u c h i n g o f f r e p o r t s t h a t 
t h e t w o s i d e s h a d s o l v e d a n u m ­
b e r o f f o s t e r i n g d i s p u t e s a n d 
a g r e e d t o o p e n d i p l o m a t i c c h a n ­

n e l s b e t w e e n K h a r t o u m a n d A d d i s 
A b a d a . F o r i t s p a r t , t h e S u d a n 
m a d e i t c l e a r t h a t i t w o u l d n o t 
a l l o w E t h i o p i a n s o n i t s t e r r i t o r y t o 
e n g a g e i n a n t i - E t h i o p i a n g o v e r n ­
m e n t a c t i v i t i e s , w h i l e t h e E t h i o ­
p i a n s p r o m i s e d t o m a k e e f f o r t s 
t o g u a r a n t e e t h e p e a c e , u n i f i c a t i o n 
a n d s t a b i l i t y o f t h e S u d a n . 

A m o n t h l a t e r S u d a n e s e D e ­
f e n c e M i n i s t e r O s m a n A b d a l l a h 
e x t e n d e d a n o l i v e b r a n c h t o t h e 
S o v i e t U n i o n . " W e h a v e n o t s o f a r 
s t a r t e d a d i a l o g u e w i t h t h e S o v i e t 
U n i o n , " h e s a i d i n a M a y 2 6 i n ­
t e r v i e w o n S u d a n e s e t e l e v i s i o n , 
" b u t w e a r e k e e n o n n o r m a l i z i n g 
o u r r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e S o v i e t 
U n i o n . " S o v i e t l e a d e r M i k h a i l 
G o r b a c h e v t w i c e w r o t e t o t h e S u ­
d a n e s e c h a i r m a n , e x p r e s s i n g h i s 
h o p e s f o r f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s w i t h 
t h e S u d a n . 

S i n c e t h e m i l i t a r y c o u p t h e S u ­
d a n e s e M i l i t a r y C o u n c i l h a s r e ­
p e a t e d l y s t r e s s e d t h e s t r e n g t h o f 
i t s l i n k s w i t h E g y p t . K h a r t o u m ' s 
j o i n t d e f e n c e p a c t w i t h C a i r o w a s 
s t i l l i n e f f e c t , O s m a n A b d a l l a h 
s a i d , d e n y i n g r e p o r t s t h a t t h e 
a g r e e m e n t w o u l d b e a b r o g a t e d . 
T h e S u d a n h a s a l s o p l e d g e d t o 
c o n t i n u e t o u p g r a d e a n d d e v e l o p 
i t s r e l a t i o n s w i t h E g y p t , w h i l e 
C a i r o h a s p r o m i s e d i n r e t u r n t o 
m a i n t a i n i t s s u p p o r t f o r t h e n e w 
S u d a n e s e g o v e r n m e n t . 

R e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
h a v e c o m e i n f o r a d i s c r e e t 
b o o s t a s w e l l . A t t h e e n d o f M a y 
U S A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e 
C h e s t e r C r o c k e r v i s i t e d t h e S u d a n 
t o c o n v e y a m e s s a g e f r o m P r e s i ­
d e n t R e a g a n t o C h a i r m a n S u w a r 
a l T ) a h a b . I n h i s l e t t e r R e a g a n 
s t r e s s e d t h a t h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
w o u l d k e e p u p i t s a i d f o r t h e S u ­
d a n . 

S o m e w h a t c l o s e r t o h o m e , t h e 
K h a r t o u m a d m i n i s t r a t i o n h a s s e n t 
d i p l o m a t s t o 2 7 A f r i c a n a n d A r a b 
c o u n t r i e s s i n c e c o m i n g t o p o w e r . 
T h e r e s p o n s e t o t h i s i n i t i a t i v e h a s 
s o f a r b e e n p o s i t i v e . S u d a n e s e 
P r e m i e r D a f a l l a ' s m i s s i o n t o S a u d i 

New Leader Forges New Ties 
While continuing to maintain its traditional friendly re­
lations with Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the United States, 
Sudan's Transitional Military Council has energetically 
improved its ties with Libya, Ethiopia and the Soviet 
Union. 
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A r a b i a , K u w a i t a n d o t h e r G u l f 
c o u n t r i e s w o n a g r e e m e n t s o n 
U S $ 1 b i l l i o n i n e c o n o i m c a i d t o 
h e l p t h e S u d a n o v e r c o m e i t s p r e ­
s e n t e c o n o m i c d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

I n v i e w o f t h e i n t e r f e r e n c e b y 
s o m e i n t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l f o r c e s a n d 
p r e s s u r e a b r o a d i n i t s f o r e i g n p o l -

A f r i c a 

by CHEN HEGAO 

TH E y e a r 1 9 8 4 w a s t h e w o r s t 
f o r A f r i c a ' s e c o n o m y s i n c e 

t h e g r e a t d e p r e s s i o n o f t h e 1 9 3 0 s . 
W i d e s p r e a d d r o u g h t h a s t a k e n t h e 
l i v e s o f m i l l i o n s o f p e o p l e , a n d i s 
c o n t i n u i n g t o t h r e a t # n 2 0 m i l l i o n 
m o r e w i t h h u n g e r a n d d e a t h . 

I n t h a t d i s a s t r o u s y e a r , t h e o u t ­
p u t o f A f r i c a ' s m a n u f a c t u r i n g i n ­
d u s t r i e s f e l l b y 1.2 p e r c e n t , t h e 
s h a r e o f i n d u s t r y i n i t s c o l l e c t i v e 
g r o s s d o m e s t i c p r o d u c t d r o p p e d 
b e l o w t h e l e v e l s o f t h e 1 9 7 0 s , 
a n d i t s f o r e i g n d e b t s h o t u p t o 
U S $ 1 5 0 b i l l i o n . D e b t s e r v i c i n g 
a l o n e d r a i n e d 2 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
c o n t i n e n t ' s e x p o r t e a r n i n g s . 

H o w e v e r , n a t u r a l c a l a m i t y i s 
o n l y o n e o f s e v e r a l f a c t o r s c o n ­
t r i b u t i n g t o A f r i c a ' s c u r r e n t d i l e m ­
m a . A l s o r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i t s c o l ­
l a p s e a r e s o m e i n t e r n a l a n d e x ­
t e r n a l f a c t o r s i n c l u d i n g a n u n ­
f a v o u r a b l e g l o b a l e c o n o m i c e n ­
v i r o n m e n t a n d d r a m a t i c i n c r e a s e s 
i n f o r e i g n d e b t s , i n t e r e s t r a t e s a n d 
d e b t s e r v i c i n g c o s t s . 

U n d e r c o l o n i a l r u l e , a n d e v e n 
a f t e r t h e i r i n d e p e n d e n c e , t h e 
A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s s o l d r a w m a ­
t e r i a l s s u c h a s c o t t o n , c o f f e e , 
b a n a n a s , t e a a n d t o b a c c o t o p a y 

i c y , t h e S u d a n e s e l e a d e r r e c e n t l y , 
s o l e m l y d e c l a r e d t h a t t o d e v e l o p 
t h e r e l a t i o n s w i t h a n y c o u n t r y 
m u s t b e b a s e d o n r e s p e c t f o r i t s 
i n d e p e n d e n c e , n a t i o n a l d i g n i t y a n d 
f r e e d o m o f m a k i n g d e c i s i o n s b y i t ­
s e l f . T h e S u d a n w o u l d n e v e r b e ­
c o m e a s a t e l l i t e o r d e p e d e n c e o f 
a n y s u p e r p o w e r . 

f o r i m p o r t s o f f o o d . M o s t d e ­
p e n d e d o n a s i n g l e p r o d u c t t o 
p r o p u p t h e i r e c o n o m y . H o w e v e r , 
i n t h e r e c e n t w o r l d e c o n o m i c r e ­
c e s s i o n t h e d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s 
c u t t h e i r p u r c h a s e s o f A f r i c a n 
c o m m o d i t i e s a n d l o w e r e d p r i c e s 
o f p r i m a r y p r o d u c t s a n d r a w 
m a t e r i a l s . I n 1 9 8 2 , t h e p r i c e s o f 
m a n y i m p o r t a n t A f r i c a n e x p o r t s 
f e l l t o t h e i r l o w e s t l e v e l s s i n c e 
W o r l d W a r I I . T h e m i l d r i s e s 
t h a t h a v e s i n c e t a k e n p l a c e s t i l l 
l e a v e s o m e p r o d u c t s c o s t i n g o n l y 
h a l f a s m u c h a s t h e y d i d i n t h e 
1 9 5 0 s . T h e A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s 
h a v e l o s t a n e s t i m a t e d U S $ 2 b i l ­
l i o n a s a r e s u l t . 

H u g e f o r e i g n d e b t s h a v e a l s o 
i m p e d e d A f r i c a ' s e c o n o m i c r e ­
c o v e r y . T h e c o n t i n e n t ' s e s t i m a t ­
e d t o t a l m e d i u m - a n d l o n g - t e r m 
d e b t a t t h e e n d o f 1 9 8 2 w a s o v e r 
U S $ 4 8 b i l l i o n , m o s t o f i t o n n o n -
c o n c e s s i o n a l t e r m s . D e b t s e r v i c ­
i n g c o s t s h a v e b e e n r i s i n g , a n d 
a r e s c h e d u l e d t o i n c r e a s e e v e n 
f u r t h e r i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e ; d e b t s 
t h a t c o s t $ 4 . 1 b i l l i o n i n 1 9 8 1 w i l l 
s o a k u p $ 1 1 . 6 b i l l i o n a y e a r i n 
1 9 8 5 - 8 7 . 

T h e f a c t o r s b r i n g i n g a b o u t t h e 
s w e l l i n g d e b t i n c l u d e t r a d e i m ­
b a l a n c e s , t h e u n r e a s o n a b l e w o r l d 
e c o n o m i c o r d e r , a n d , a b o v e a l l . 

h i g h i n t e r e s t r a t e s . T h e r a t e o n 
A f r i c a ' s d e b t w a s u p t o 1 0 . 1 p e r ­
c e n t i n 1 9 8 2 , f r o m 4 . 1 p e r c e n t i n 
1 9 7 1 . 

G n t o p o f t h i s , h o w e v e r , t h e 
p o l i c i e s c a r r i e d o u t b y t h e A f r i c a i n 
g o v e r n m e n t s h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d l i t ­
t l e t o i m p r o v i n g t h e s i t u a t i o n . I n 
t h e p a s t d e c a d e , s o m e A f r i c a n 
c o u n t r i e s h a v e l a u n c h e d h a s t y i n ­
d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n d r i v e s i n a n e f f o r t 
t o l i m i t o r r e p l a c e i m p o r t s o f c o m ­
p e t i t i v e p r o d u c t s . T h i s h a s r e ­
s u l t e d i n a w e a k e n i n g o f A f r i c a ' s 
n a t i o n a l i n d u s t r i e s . 

W o r s e , a g r i c u l t u r a l d e v e l o p ­
m e n t h a s b e e n n e g l e c t e d a s a r e ­
s u l t o f t h i s s t r e s s o n i n d u s t r i a l i z a ­
t i o n . I n s o m e c o u n t r i e s , a g r i c u l ­
t u r e g e t s l e s s t h a n 1 0 p e r c e n t o f 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s i n v e s t m e n t s . 
S o m e c o u n t r i e s h a v e e v e n l i m i t e d 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p r i c e r i s e s a n d l o w e r ­
e d f a r m e x p o r t p r i c e s t o m a i n t a i n 
u r b a n l i v i n g s t a n d a r d s a n d i n ­
c r e a s e g o v e r n m e n t r e v e n u e s . 

I n s p i t e o f t h i s , t h o u g h , p r o ­
s p e c t s f o r a n i n v i g o r a t e d A f r i c a n 
e c o n o m y h a v e n o t b e e n e x t i n ­
g u i s h e d . I n r e c e n t y e a r s , m a n y 
A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s h a v e g i v e n 
m o r e a t t e n t i o n t o a g r i c u l t u r a l d e ­
v e l o p m e n t . S o m e h a v e r a i s e d 
p r i c e s o f f a r m p r o d u c t s , i n t r e a s e d 
i n v e s t m e n t i n p r i v a t e s e c t o r a n d 
r e d u c e d p u b l i c s p e n d i n g . A l l 
t h e s e c h a n g e s a r e a i m e d a t r e a d ­
j u s t i n g A f r i c a ' s e c o n o m i c s t r u c ­
t u r e . 

Obstacles Block Economic Growth 
Both internal and external factors contribute to the un­
derdevelopment of Africa's economy, and these are 
further aggravated by natural calamities. But African 
governments are now settling down to solving their long­
standing problems. 
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Second-Stage Rural Structural Reform 
The second-step reform of the rural economic structure will result in a kind of open 
market and constitute a market-regulated economic mechanism formed under the 
guidance of the socialist planning system-

by DU RUNSHENG 

TH E c o n t r a c t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y s y s ­
t e m w a s i n t r o d u c e d u n i v e r s a l ­

l y as a f i r s t s t e p i n t h e r e f o r m o f 
C h i n a ' s r u r a l e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e 
w h i c h b e g a n i n 1 9 7 9 . A t w o - t i e r 
m a n a g e m e n t s y s t e m w h i c h i n ­
t e g r a t e d p e a s a n t h o u s e h o l d w i t h 
c o l l e c t i v e m a n a g e m e n t w a s e s t a b ­
l i s h e d . I n t h e s e c o - o p e r a t i v e e c o ­
n o m i c o r g a n i z a t i o n s , p e a s a n t 
h o u s e h o l d s a r e r e l a t i v e l y i n d e p e n ­
d e n t c o m m o d i t y p r o d u c e r s . G i v e n 
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g • p o w e r i n p r o d u c ­
t i o n , t h e p e a s a n t s c a n , i n t h e l i g h t 
o f t h e i r s p e c i a l i t i e s a n d a d v a n t a g e s , 
c h o o s e w h a t t o p r o d u c e . A s a 
r e s u l t , t h e o u t p u t o f f a r m p r o d u c e 
g r e w b y a b i g m a r g i n a n d p e a s a n t 
i n c o m e s i n c r e a s e d f r o m y e a r t o 
y e a r . G r a i n o u t p u t w e n t u p f r o m 
3 0 4 . 7 7 m i l l i o n t o n s i n 1 9 7 8 t o 
, 4 0 7 . 1 2 m i l l i o n t o n s i n 1 9 8 4 — a 
3 3 . 6 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e ; c o t t o n o u t ­
p u t , f r o m 2 . 1 7 m i l l i o n t o n s t o 6 . 0 8 
m i l l i o n t o n s — u p b y 1 8 0 . 4 p e r ­
c e n t ; o i l - b e a r i n g c r o p s f r o m 5 . 2 2 
m i l l i o n t o n s t o 1 1 . 8 5 m i l l i o n t o n s 
— a 1 2 7 . 1 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e . P e a s ­
a n t i n c o m e s w e n t u p f r o m 1 3 3 
y u a n p e r c a p i t a i n 1 9 7 8 t o 3 5 5 
y u a n i n 1 9 8 4 . B u t t h e p ' e r - c a p i t a 
a n n u a l i n c o m e f o r n e a r l y 1 0 0 m i l ­
l i o n p e o p l e r e m a i n s b e l o w 1 5 0 
y u a n . 

W i t h t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f r u r a l 
c o m m o d i t y p r o d u c t i o n , t h e r u r a l 
c o - o p e r a t i v e s y s t e m h a s g r a d u a l l y 
i m p r o v e d a n d d e v e l o p e d . N e w 
t y p e s o f c o - o p e r a t i o n a n d o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n k e e p e m e r g i n g , s u c h a s r e g i o n ­
a l c o - o p e r a t i o n , s p e c i a l i z e d c o -

T h e a u t h o r i s t h e d i r e c t o r o f t h e 
R u r a l D e v e l o p m e n t R e s e a r c h C e n t r e 
o f t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l . 

o p e r a t i o n , c o - o p e r a t i o n i n t h e p r o ­
cess o f d i r e c t p r o d u c t i o n , i n s u p p l y 
a n d m a r k e t i n g , p r o c e s s i n g , a n d 
t e c h n i c a l s e r v i c e , c o - o p e r a t i o n b e ­
t w e e n i n d i v i d u a l s a n d b e t w e e n c o l ­
l e c t i v e s , j o i n t m a n a g e m e n t b e t w e e n 
t h e c o l l e c t i v e , t h e s t a t e a n d t h e 
i n d i v i d u a l . T h e s e d i f f e r e n t t y p e s 
o f c o - o p e r a t i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n s w e r e 
f o r m e d v o l u n t a r i l y b y p e o p l e 
t h e m s e l v e s , a n d d e v e l o p e d a n d 
g r e w s t r o n g b y r e l y i n g o n t h e i r 
o w n e c o n o m i c g a i n s . 

Disadvantages of State 
Monopoly of Purchase 

I n 1 9 8 5 C h i n a h a s t a k e n t h e sec­
o n d s t e p i n t h e s t r u c t u r a l r e f o r m 
o f i t s r u r a l e c o i i o m y , i . e . , r e f o r m 
o f i t s f a r m p r o d u c e c i r c u l a t i o n 
s y s t e m . 

B e g i n n i n g i n 1 9 5 3 C h i n a m a i n ­
t a i n e d a s t a t e m o n o p o l y i n t h e 
p u r c h a s e o f g r a i n , c o t t o n , o i l - b e a r ­
i n g c r o p s a n d t i m b e r a n d f i x e d -

q u o t a p u r c h a s e s o f m o r e t h a n 1 0 0 
v a r i e t i e s o f o t h e r f a r m a n d s i d e ­
l i n e p r o d u c t s . A l s o , c o t t o n w a d d ­
i n g a n d c o t t o n c l o t h w e r e r a t i o n e d 
f o r b o t h u r b a n a n d r u r a l p o p u l a ­
t i o n s , a s w e l l a s t h e s u p p l y o f 
s t a p l e a n d n o n - s t a p l e f o o d s f o r 
u r b a n r e s i d e n t s . B e c a u s e o f C h i ­
n a ' s l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n a n d l i m i t e d 
a r a b l e l a n d , a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t s 
h a v e a l l a l o n g b e e n i n s h o r t 
s u p p l y ; a s t h e u r b a n p o p u l a t i o n 
i n c r e a s e s , t h e s h o r t a g e b e c o m e s 
m o r e a c u t e . C i t y e m p l o y e e s , 
w h o s e w a g e s a r e r e l a t i v e l y l o w , 
f i n d f l u c t u a t i o n s i n c o n s u m e r 
g o o d s p r i c e s h a r d t o b e a r . A n d 
b e c a u s e o f i t s w e a k i n d u s t r i a l 
f o u n d a t i o n , C h i n a h a s t o d e r i v e a 
c e r t a i n a m o u n t o f f u n d s f r o m 
a g r i c u l t u r e f o r e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p ­
m e n t . T h i s b e i n g t h e c a s e , t h e 
a d o p t i o n o f t h e s y s t e m o f m o n o p ­
o l i z e d p u r c h a s e a n d m a r k e t i n g 
o f f a r m p r o d u c t s p l a y e d a n i m ­
p o r t a n t r o l e i n g u a r a n t e e i n g s u p ­
p l i e s f o r c i t y p e o p l e a n d o b t a i n i n g 

Peasants working in a village vermicelli factory in Hubei's 
Hanchuan County air their products. 
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a c e r t a i n a m o u n t o f a c c u m u l a t e d 
f u n d s . 

H o w e v e r , t h i s s y s t e m h a d m a n y 
d i s a d v a n t a g e s . T h e m o s t s e r i o u s 
o n e w a s t h a t i t c u t a g r i c u h u r a l 
p r o d u c e r s o f f f r o m t h e i r m a r k e t . 
T h i s t h r e w t h e r u r a l e c o n o m y i n t o 
a s l a t e o f i s o l a t i o n o v e r a l o n g 
p e r i o d . T h e c o m m e r c i a l s y s t e m o f 
m o n o p o l i z e d a n d f i x e d - q u o t a p u r ­
c h a s e s l e f t p e a s a n t s n o o t h e r 
c h o i c e t h a n t o s e l l t h e i r f a r m p r o d ­
u c t s e x c l u s i v e l y t o s t a t e - o w n e d 
p u r c h a s i n g d e p a r t m e n t s . C o m ­
m o d i t i e s w e r e n o t t e s t e d b y 
m a r k e t a u t h o r i t i e s , a n d i n t h e 

a b s e n c e o f c o m p e t i t i o n a n d 
e l i m i n a t i o n o f s h o d d y g o o d s , t h e 
q u a l i t y o f p r o d u c t s c o u l d n o t i m ­
p r o v e , p r o d u c t i o n c o s t s c o u l d n o t 
b e r e d u c e d a n d t e c h n i c a l p r o g r e s s 
w a s s l o w . B e c a u s e t h e s u p p l y o f 
s t a p l e a n d n o n - s t a p l e f o o d s f o r 
u r b a n c i t i z e n s w a s p l a n n e d a n d 
p r i c e s l o n g r e m a i n e d u n c h a n g e d , 
c o n s u m e r s ' d e m a n d s c o u l d n o t b e 
r e f l e c t e d t h r o u g h m a r k e t p r i c e 
c h a n g e s a n d t h e p e a s a n t s c o u l d 
n o t g e a r t h e i r p r o d u c t i o n t o n e e d s . 
T h i s p h e n o m e n o n i n e v i t a b l y i m ­
p e d e d r e a s o n a b l e a d j u s t m e n t o f 
t h e r u r a l e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , b e c a u s e t h e r e w a s 
a l a c k o f c o m p e t i t i o n , a b u r e a u ­
c r a t i c b u s i n e s s s t y l e w a s e n g e n d e r ­
e d a m o n g s t a t e - o w n e d c o m m e r c i a l 
d e p a r t m e n t s , g i v i n g r i s e t o a c o m ­
p l i c a t e d , m u l t i - l e v e l m a n a g e m e n t 
s y s t e m w h i c h r e s u l t e d i n a l o n g 
p e r i o d o f c i r c u l a t i o n , h u g e w a s t e 
a n d h i g h c o s t s . 

I n 1 9 7 9 w h i l e p u r c h a s i n g p r i c e s 
f o r f a r m p r o d u c e w e r e r a i s e d , 
s e l l i n g p r i c e s a l l a l o n g r e m a i n e d 
u n c h a n g e d . A s a r e s u l t , t h e s t a t e 
h a d t o t a k e u p a n i n c r e a s i n g l y 
h e a v y b u r d e n o f f i n a n c i a l s u b s i ­
d i e s as p r o d u c t i o n d e v e l o p e d . A l l 
t h i s m a d e i t e s s e n t i a l t o r e f o r m 
t h e f a r m p r o d u c t c i r c u l a t i o n 
s y s t e m a n d t h e ' p r i c e s y s t e m . 

Purchase Under Contract 
And in Market 

T h i s y e a r t h e m o n o p o l i z e d 
a n d f i x e d - q u o t a p u r c h a s e s y s ­
t e m i s b e i n g c h a n g e d . E x c e p t f o r 
c e r t a i n s p e c i f i c p r o d u c t s , t h e s t a t e 
w i l l n o l o n g e r f i x q u o t a s f o r p u r ­
c h a s e o f f a r m p r o d u c t s f r o m t h e 
p e a s a n t s . I n s t e a d , i t w i l l , a c c o r d i n g 
t o d i f f e r e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s , a d o p t 
t h e m e t h o d s o f p u r c h a s e u n d e r 
c o n t r a c t s s i g n e d w i t h t h e p e a s a n t s 
a n d p u r c h a s e i n t h e m a r k e t . 

T h e c r u x o f t h e r e f o r m l i e s i n 
t h e m a t t e r o f p r i c e s . A t p r e s e n t , 
t h e s t a t e p a y s 2 0 f e n f o r t h e s a l e 
o f e v e r y k g o f g r a i n a n d 1.6 y u a n 
f o r e a c h k g o f e d i b l e o i l . T h i s i n ­
v o l v e s a h e a v y f i n a n c i a l b u r d e n . 
I n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e a r e i r r a t i o n a l 
p r i c e d i f f e r e n t i a l s b e t w e e n r e g i o n s , 
f a r m p r o d u c t s a n d t h e i r q u a l i t y . 

T h e a p p r o a c h t o p r i c e r e f o r m 
w i l l b e t h r o u g h s m a l l , a n d n o t 
s w e e p i n g , m e a s u r e s , t o m i n i m i z e 
a n y m a r k e t f l u c t u a t i o n s t h a t 
m i g h t a r i s e . T h e s t a t e w i l l f i r s t 
g r a d u a l l y d e c o n t r o l p u r c h a s i n g 
a n d s e l l i n g p r i c e s o f f i s h , p o u l t r y , 
e g g s , v e g e t a b l e s , m e a t a n d o t h e r 
p e r i s h a b l e f o o d s . T h e p r i c e s w i l l 
b e r e g u l a t e d b y m a r k e t f o r c e s . T h e 
s t a t e w i l l s u b s i d i z e t h e c o s t s t o 
u r b a n c o n s u m e r s a c c o r d i n g t o 

This Wuxi rice market reopened during the economic reform. 
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The preserved fruit processed bj a peasant-funded factory in Zhejiang 
Province is marketed In Hongkong and overseas. 

particular local conditions. Prices 
will also be fixed for grain, edible 
oil and other major products as 
well as products purchased under 
state contracts. The purchasing 
and selling prices of these prod­
ucts are the same in the rural 
areas, while the selling prices are 
lower for urban consumers. Grain 
and oil-bearing crops not included 
in the contracts can be sold at 
market prices, but the state sets 
minimum protective prices so that 
the peasants will not suffer un­
acceptable economic losses due to 
price fluctuations. 

The second-step reform of the 
rural economic structure will re­
sult in a kind of open market and 
constitute a market-regulated eco­
nomic mechanism formed under 
the guidance of the socialist plan­
ning system. By giving play to the 
role of market mechanism and 
adjusting the rural economic struc­
ture, China will be able to quickly 
develop the commodities needed 
both at home and abroad wherever 
the resources and capital are 
available. 

In crop cultivation, China will, 
by giving play to the role of prices, 
increase the proportion of cash 
crops as well as of high-quality 
cereals and soybeans. 

At present, animal and aquatic 
products are the weak links in 
agricultural production. With the 
price reform in purchasing and 
selling and price decontrol, an 
upward trend has emerged for a 
big development in aquaculture. 

Agricultural production is now 
governed by free market demands 
instead of by the former monopol­
ized and fixed-quota purchase sys­
tem. This change-over will def­
initely attract better and more 
varied farm products to the mar­
ket. However, owing to the re­
strictions of China's current eco­
nomic structure and the limited 
consumption level of town and 
city residents, agricultural com­
modity production will encounter 
still another obstacle in the course 

of development, that is, low con­
sumer purchasing power. Of Chi­
na's 1 billion people, 800 million 
are peasants; and of the total la­
bour force, about 70 percent work 
in agriculture. This picture would 
indicate that the commodi­
ties supplied by 800 million 
peasants are consumed mainly by 
200 million urban residents. The 
elasticity of farm product con­
sumption is small. A slight in­
crease in farm products threatens 
an oversupply in the city. But this 
surplus emerges when the produc­
tion and consumption levels are 
still very low, therefore the prob­
lem should not be solved simply 
by restricting production; instead, 
it must be solved by adjusting the 
economic structure, transferring 
surplus labour directly from 
agricultural production to non-
agricultural departments. This 
would raise people's incomes and 
enlarge the scope of market needs 
for agricultural products. We plan 
to fulfil the transfer of over 50 
percent of the surplus labour from 
agriculture to other departments 
by the end of the century. 

Township industries which are 
mushrooming in China today are 
playing a significant role in the 
transfer of surplus rural labour 
and the creation of new job op­
portunities. In 1984 the total out­
put value of China's township en­

terprises reached 170 billion yuan. 
They include agricultural enter­
prises (4 percent), industrial enter­
prises (71 percent), transport (4 
percent), construction (13 percent), 
commerce and service trades {8 
percent). The industries include 
metallurgical (3 percent), coal (5 
percent), chemicals (7 percent), 
plastic processing (4 percent), 
machinery (24 percent), food pro­
cessing (9 percent), textiles (11 
percent) and building materials (20 
percent). By the end of 1984 the 
number of employees had reached 
52.06 million (including privately 
run enterprises). The growth of 
township enterprises has provided 
fresh experience for China's eco­
nomic and social development. 
These enterprises develop not by 
relying on state investment but by 
relying on their own accumulation 
funds. This gives them a strong 
vitality — they are highly adapt­
able to the market and can flexibly 
adjust their production orientation 
to suit changes in domestic and 
world markets. 

Expanding Market Needs 
The structural change in the 

rural economy envisages a growing 
market demand in China's rural 
areas: 

— The transfer o'f surplus la-
(Continued on p. 22) 
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inventors Encouraged to Aid Economy 
China has finally cast off its ignorance of scientific invention. The government en­
courages inventors to aid the country's modernization programme, and awards ha>^ 
been established to reward scientific achievements. 

by WEI LIMING 
Our Correspondent 

LU J I A X I , a m i d d l e s c h o o l 
t e a c h e r i n B a o t o u , a n i r o n 

a n d s t e e l p r o d u c t i o n c e n t r e i n 
I n n e r M o n g o l i a , d i e d o f h e a r t f a i l ­
u r e i n O c t o b e r 1 9 8 3 . T h e n e w s , 
w h i c h w a s m a d e p u b l i c b y Ren-
tnin Ribao ( P e o p l e ' s D a i l y ) , C h i ­
n a ' s m o s t i n f l u e n t i a l n e w s p a p e r , 
h a s g i v e n m a n y f o o d f o r t h o u g h t . 

L u , w h o t a u g h t a t t h e B a o t o u 
N o . 9 M i d d l e S c h o o l , w a s o n l y 4 8 
y e a r s o l d w h e n p a s s e d a w a y . E v e n 
h i s f r i e n d s n e v e r k n e w t h a t t h e 
m i d d l e - a g e d m a n w a s a h i g h l y a c ­
c o m p l i s h e d s c i e n t i s t . 

I n 1 9 5 7 , w h e n h e w a s s t i l l i n 
u n i v e r s i t y , L u b e g a n s t u d y i n g a 
c o m p l e x m a t h e m a t i c a l p r o b l e m 
p o s e d b y a B r i t i s h m a t h e m a t i c i a n . 
F o u r y e a r s l a t e r , h e s e n t h i s 
f i r s t p a p e r o n t h e s u b j e c t t o t h e 
I n s t i t u t e o f M a t h e m a t i c s o f t h e 
C h i n e s e A c a d e m y o f S c i e n c e s . R e ­
c e i v i n g n o r e p l y , h e s e n t a n o t h e r 
p a p e r i n 1 9 6 5 , b u t a g a i n t o n o 
r e s p o n s e . I n 1 9 6 7 h e r e a d a p a p e r 
b y a f o r e i g n e r w h o h a d p a r t i a l l y 
s o l v e d t h e p r o b l e m . H e t h e n s u b ­
m i t t e d h i s s o l u t i o n f o r t h e t h i r d 

t i m e , w i t h t h e s a m e l a c k o f r e ­
s u l t s . 

F i n a l l y , i n 1 9 7 5 , h e l e a r n t t h a t 
t h e p r o b l e m h a d b e e n s o l v e d 
a b r o a d — b u t n o t u n t i l 1 9 7 1 , t e n 
y e a r s a f t e r h i s f i r s t s u b m i s s i o n . 
W i t h g r i e f , L u w r o t e , " I s o l v e d 
t h e p r o b l e m i n 1 9 6 1 . I t h a s b e e n 
1 8 y e a r s s i n c e t h e n , w h i c h m e a n s 
t h a t m y f i r s t c h i l d — m y b r a i n 
c h i l d — i s n o w 1 8 y e a r s o l d . I t 
i s , h o w e v e r , a n u n f o r t u n a t e c h i l d . 
E i g h t e e n y e a r s i s n o t a s h o r t p e r i o d 
i n o n e ' s l i f e . I n f a c t , i t i s a n a w ­
f u l l y l o n g t i m e i n t e r m s o f m o d ' 
e r n s c i e n c e . S h o u l d n ' t w e l e a r n 
s o m e t h i n g f r o m i t ? " 

L u ' s l e s s o n i s t r u l y a b i t t e r o n e 
f o r C h i n e s e i n v e n t o r s . A l t h o u g h r e ­
w a r d s w e r e o f f e r e d f o r i n n o v a ­
t i o n s a n d r e s e a r c h a c h i e v e m e n t s i n 
t h e 1 9 5 0 s a n d e a r l y 1 9 6 0 s t o h e l p 
p r o m o t e s c i e n t i f i c d e v e l o p m e n t , 
t h i s p r o g r a m m e w a s s u s p e n d e d 
d u r i n g t h e t e n c h a o t i c y e a r s o f 
t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n , " l e a v i n g 
a m a t e u r a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l s c i e n t i s t s 
a l i k e o u t i n t h e c o l d . 

A f t e r t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " 
w a s b r o u g h t t o a n e n d i n 1 9 7 6 , 
s o m e o f L u ' s p a p e r s w e r e p u b l i s h -

Yuan Longping (first from right) won a special award for developing a 
new strain of hybrid rice. 

e d i n f o r e i g n a c a d e m i c j o u r n a l s . 
H i s w o r k t h e n c a u g h t t h e a t t e i | -
t i o n o f m a n y p r o m i n e n t r e s e a r c l V i 
e r s a n d s u c c e s s f i n a l l y , s e e m e d t o 
b e c o m i n g h i s w a y w h e n i n 1 9 8 3 , . 
h e w a s i n v i t e d t o r e a d a p a p e r at,, 
a n a t i o n a l m a t h e m a t i c s c o n f e r e n c e . ' 
H i s a d d r e s s w a s w e l l - r e c e i v e d . , 
B u t a h e a r t a t t a c k b r o u g h t o n b y 
y e a r s o f o v e r w o r k t o o k h i s l i f e t h e 
d a y h e r e t u r n e d f r o m t h e c o n f e r ­
e n c e . 

T o d a y , l e s s t h a n t w o y e a r s a f t e r 
L u ' s t r a g i c d e a t h , t h e i n v e n t o r s ' 
l o t i s i m p r o v i n g . I n 1 9 7 8 t h e S t a t e 
C o u n c i l a g a i n m a n d a t e d a s y s t e m 
o f a w a r d s f o r a c h i e v e m e n t s i n t h e 
n a t u r a l s c i e n c e s . T h e a w a r d s w e r e 
e x t e n d e d t o i n c l u d e i n v e n t i o n s a 
y e a r l a t e r , w i t h w i n n e r s t o b e 
c h o s e n b y e v a l u a t i o n c o m m i t t e e s 
e s t a b l i s h e d b y t h e S t a t e S c i e n c e 
a n d T e c h n o l o g y C o m m i s s i o n . 

T h e e v a l u a t i o n s , m a d e q u a r t e r ­
l y , a r e b a s e d o n t h r e e m a j o r c r i ­
t e r i a : T h e i n v e n t i o n s s u b m i t t e d 
m u s t b e n e w , a d v a n c e d a n d o f 
p r o v e n p r a c t i c a l v a l u e . O n c e e x ­
a m i n e d a n d a p p r o v e d b y t h e e v a l ­
u a t i o n c o m m i t t e e , t h e s u b m i s s i o n s 
a r e p u b l i s h e d i n n e w s p a p e r s . O b ­
j e c t i o n s m a y b e r a i s e d w i t h i n t h r e e 
m o n t h s a f t e r t h e y a r e m a d e 
p u b l i c . 

I n 1 9 8 2 , p r i z e s w e r e a w a r d e d t o 
4 2 8 i n v e n t i o n s . O n e — a n e w v a ­
r i e t y o f n o n g l u t i n o u s h y b r i d r i c e 
— w a s s i n g l e d o u t f o r a s p e c i a l 
a w a r d . ' S i n c e i t s f i r s t s u c c e s s f u l 
t e s t s i n 1 9 7 5 , t h e n e w s t r a i n ' w a s 
p l a n t e d o n 1 6 . 6 m i l l i o n h e c t a r e s 
b e t w e e n 1 9 7 6 a n d 1 9 8 0 , i n c r e a s i n g 
t h e i r o u t p u t b y 1 3 m i l l i o n t o n s . 
T h e h y b r i d r i c e w a s s o l d i n 1 9 8 0 
t o g r o w e r s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

A m o n g t h e o t h e r i n n o v a t i o n s 
c i t e d i n 1 9 8 2 , t h e t o p 1 2 p r o j e c t s 
h a v e s i n c e b r o u g h t i n a n n u a l p r o f ­
i t s o f 1 0 m i l l i o n y u a n , t h u s p r o v ­
i n g t h e i r e c o n o m i c v a l u e . 



In addition, 122 research proj­
ects also took awards for achieve­
ments in the natural scientific re-
searth — with a cash reward of 
lOjOOO yuan for first-class win­
ners. Among them, 40 were related 
to mathematics and physics; 25 
were in chemistry; 28 were in geo-
science; 15 were related to biology 
arfd 16 were in the technologi­
es sciences. Some of the prize-
winning projects were urgently 
needed by the country's economy. 
For instance, the geological and 
geophysical studies undertaken by 
the Daqing Oilfield provided a 
scientific basis for the develop­
ment of China's oil industry. The 
successful solution of the theoreti­
cal problems related to physics, 
mechanics and mathematics led to 
the successful development of Chi­
na's first generation of nuclear 
weapons. Theories on how to fore­
cast the movements of the East 
Asian migratory locust — a seri­
ous threat to crops — have enabl­
ed China to basically eliminate 
locust plagues and turn formerly 
disaster-ridden areas into lands of 
abundance. 

In 1984 another 204 scientific 
and technological research achieve­
ments were awarded state 
prizes. Among them was the tech­
nology for mass breeding of river 
crabs in brackish water — a devel; 
opment that reaped a first-class ci­

tation for Zhao Naigang, director 
of the institute of aquatic sciences 
in Chuxian County, Anhui Prov­
ince. 

The crabs, a favourite east Chi­
na delicacy and a popular subject 
for traditional Chinese painters, 
migrate down the Changjiang 
(Yangtze) River each autumn to 
the sea to mate and spawn. After 
the eggs.i hatch, the young crabs 
travel t^ack upriver the next 
spring. But dams built among the 
river cut off the crabs' migration 
routes, breaking their reproductive 
cycle. This, together with serious 
water pollution, brought the 
river crabs to the brink of extinc­
tion in the 1960s. 

In 1959 Zhao Naigang graduat­
ed from the Nanjing Marine Prod­
ucts Institute and was assigned 
to work in an out-of-the-way town 
in rural Chuxian County. There he 
saw the precarious situation of the 
river crabs, and made up his mind 
to save the delicacy for future gen­
erations. 

Zhao began his first experiments 
in crab breeding in 1974, and fi­
nally succeeded ten years later. 
The brackish water he used suits 
the crabs' reproduction cycle so 
well, in fact, that their survival 
rate in captivity now far exceeds 
their natural rate in the wild. 

Cheng Oian (right), an engineer at the Ministry of Machine-Building 
Industry, won a second-class award for his work on radiation equipment. 

Xu Jintang, an associate research 
fellow at the Institute of Medicinal 
Plant Resources Development under 
the Chinese Academy of Medical 
Sciences, picked a second-class prize 
for 0 new method of growing 
"Gastrodia elato." 

With Zhao's method, each kilo­
gramme of young crabs costs 100 
yuan to produce — a sum equiva­
lent to that formerly needed to 
catch and transport them. A kilo­
gramme of young crabs requires 
26 to 52 hectares of water surface 
and can bring an income of 2,000 
to 4,000 yuan. 

Experts evaluating Zhao's work 
say that his invention not only 
solves the problem of providing 
young crabs for China's 4 million 
hectares of inland waterways, but 
may also lead to the breeding of 
fish, shrimp and other migratory 
aquatic creatures. 

Since the state introduced the 
awards system in 1979, more than 
900 inventions have been cited. 
The inventions have yielded a to­
tal economic return of 25 billion 
yuan. It is no wonder, then, that 
prizes for such useful innovations 
have also risen — to 20,000 yuan 
for first-class inventions; 10,00,0 
jtuan for second-class inventions; 
and 5,GOO yuan for third-class proj­
ects and 2,000 yuan for fourth-



W o r k f o r t h e B e n e f i t o f H a n d i c a p p e d 

b y D E N G P U F A N G 

Deng Pufang is the director-in-
chief of the China Welfare Fund 
for the Handicapped. In this arti­
cle he briefs readers on the fund's 
accomplishments since its estab­
lishment in March 1984.—Ed 

AC C O R D I N G t o e s t i m a t e s , t h e r e 
a r e a t l e a s t 2 0 m i l l i o n h a n d i ­

c a p p e d p e o p l e i n C h i n a . N o t l o n g 
a g o , t h e g o v e r n m e n t d e c i d e d t o 
c a r r y o u t a c o m p r e h e n s i v e s u r v e y 
o f t h e i r n u m b e r s , a g e s , s e x a n d 
e m p l o y m e n t n a t i o n w i d e . 

C h i n a t a k e s e v e r y c a r e o f t h e 
h a n d i c a p p e d . T h e C o n s t i t u t i o n 
s t i p u l a t e s t h a t t h e s t a t e a n d s o c i e t y 
h e l p m a k e a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r t h e 
' v o r k , l i v e l i h o o d a n d e d u c a t i o n o f 
t h e b l i n d , d e a f - m u t e a n d o t h e r 
h a n d i c a p p e d c i t i7,ens. T h e r e a r e 
n o w a b o u t 3 0 0 s p e c i a l s c h o o l s f o r 
t h e b l i n d a n d d e a f - m u t e , a n d m o r e 
t h a n 2 0 , 0 0 0 w e l f a r e u n d e r t a k m g s 
a n d p r o d u c t i o n u n i t s i n t h e 
c o u n t r y . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e s t a t e h a s 
e s t a b l i s h e d a n u m b e r o f a s s o c i a ­
t i o n s a n d o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s f o r 

t h e d i s a b l e d , a n d h a s p u b l i s h e d 
s p e c i a l b o o k s a n d p e r i o d i c a l s f o r 
t h e m . T h e d i s a b l e d l i v e p e a c e f u l 
l i v e s a n d a r e r e s p e c t e d a n d s u p ­
p o r t e d b y s o c i e t y . 

T o s p e e d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
w e l f a r e s e r v i c e s f o r t h e h a n d i c a p p ­
e d i n C h i n a b y m o b i l i z i n g a l l s o c i a l 
f o r c e s t o s h o w c o n c e r n f o r t h e 
d i s a b l e d , w e e s t a b l i s h e d t h e C h i n a 
W e l f a r e F u n d f o r t h e H a n d i c a p p e d 
w i t h g o v e r n m e n t h e l p . 

I n t h e p a s t y e a r , w e h a v e d o n e 
o u r u t m o s t t o a c t i v e l y p u b l i c i z e 
s o c i a l i s t h u m a n i s m t h r o u g h n e w s ­
p a p e r s , r a d i o , t e l e v i s i o n a n d t h e 
f o r e i g n p r e s s . W e d i d t h i s t o e x ­
p l a i n t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f o u r w o r k , 
i n o r d e r t o g a l v a n i z e t h e s o c i a l 
f o r c e s s e r v i n g t h e d i s a b l e d . T o 
b o o s t t h e m o r a l e o f t h e h a n d i ­
c a p p e d , t h e f u n d p u b l i s h e s a 
m o n t h l y m a g a z i n e n a m e d The 
March Wind w h i c h d i s c u s s e s t h e 
l i v e s , w o r k a n d s t u d i e s o f d i s a b l e d 
p e o p l e . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e f u n d h a s 
p r o d u c e d a f i l m , Challenging Des­
tiny, a n d t h e T V p l a y A Boy With­
out Anns. I t h a s a l s o h e l d p h o t o 

W o n g W e n c a i ( m i d d l e ) o f Z h a n g j i a k o u i n H e b e i P r o v i n c e t r o i n s t a i l o f s . 

e x h i b i t i o n s t o r e f l e c t t h e h a n d i -
c a p p e d ' s e n t e r p r i s i n g s p i r i t d i s p l a y ­
e d u n d e r a d v e r s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

T h e C h i n a W e l f a r e F u n d f o r t h e 
H a n d i c a p p e d h a s c o l l e c t e d m o r e 
t h a n 3 9 m i l l i o n y u a n b o t h a t h o m e 
a n d a b r o a d t h r o u g h d o n a t i o n s , 
f u n d - r a i s i n g e f f o r t s , b e n e f i t p e r f o r ­
m a n c e s a n d a r t e x h i b i t i o n s . A t t h e 
s a m e t i m e , i t h a s e s t a b l i s h e d a 
n u m b e r o f i n d u s t r i a l a n d c o m m e r ­

c i a l e n t e r p r i s e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e K a n g -
h u a I n d u s t r i a l C o m p a n y , t h e K a n g -
y i P h o t o g r a p h i c C o m p a n y a n d t h e 
K a n g h u i T r a v e l S e r v i c e , t h a t 
g u a r a n t e e i t a s t a b l e f l o w o f 
r e v e n u e . 

T h e m o n e y w i l l a l s o b e u s e d t o 
e s t a b l i s h t h e C h i n a H a n d i c a p p e d 
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n R e s e a r c h C e n t r e j n 
B e i j i n g , w h i c h w i l l b e c o m p l e t e d 
b y t h e e n d o f 1 9 8 7 , a n d t o h e l p 
s e t u p o t h e r c e n t r e s i n c l u d i n g o n e 
i n T a n g s h a n a n d a n o t h e r i n S h a a n -
x i P r o v i n c e . T h e s e f a c i l i t i e s w i l l 
h e l p e n d C h i n a ' s b a c k w a r d n e s s i n 
t h e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f t h e h a n d i ­
c a p p e d . 

T h e w e l f a r e f u n d i s t o s e t u p a 
l e g a l a d v i s o r y c o m m i t t e e . O n t h e 
b a s i s o f i t s i n v e s t i g a t i o n s , i t h a s 
a l r e a d y p u t f o r w a r d s p e c i f i c 
p r o p o s a l s o n t h e e n r o l m e n t o f d i s ­
a b l e d s t u d e n t s i n u n i v e r s i t i e s a n d 
o n e x e m p t i n g t h e h a n d i c a p p e d 
f r o m t a x a t i o n o n t h e i r p r i v a t e 
e n t e r p r i s e i n c o m e . 

T h e f u n d h a s p r o v i d e d g r a n t s o r 
l o w - i n t e r e s t l o a n s t o w e l f a r e f a c t o ­
r i e s f o r t h e h a n d i c a p p e d , a n d h a s 
o r g a n i z e d v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g c o u r ­
s e s i n s u b j e c t s i n c l u d i n g c o m p u t e r 
l a n g u a g e s , p h o t o g r a p h y a n d t h e 
u s e o f E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e t y p e w r i t e r s 
t o h e l p g i v e t h e h a n d i c a p p e ' d m o r e 
c h a n c e s f o r j o b s . I t h a s a l s o g i v e n 
1 , 5 0 0 c o l o u r T V s e t s t o w e l f a r e 

u n d e r t a k i n g s a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y , 
a n d h e l d m a n y g e t - t o g e t h e r s a n d 
f o r u m s . 

O v e r t h e p a s t y e a r , t h e f u n d h a s 
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e s t a b l i s h e d f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s w i t h 
f o r e i g n i n d i v i d u a l s a n d a s s o c i a ­
t i o n s l o r t h e h a n d i c a p p e d t h r o u g h 
m e e t i n g s b o t h i n C h i n a a n d o v e r ­
s e a s . I n o u r c o n t a c t s w i t h t h e 
p e o p l e o f o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , w e h a v e 
l e a r n t m a n y u s e f u l t h i n g s . W e h a v e 
a l s o l a i d a s o l i d f o u n d a t i o n f o r 
f r i e n d l y i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s a n d 
e c o n o m i c a n d t e c h n i c a l c o - o p e r a ­
t i o n . I n J u n e 1 9 8 4 , t h e f u n d j o i n ­
e d t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n 
f o r t h e H a n d i c a p p e d . T h i s i s a 
n e w w a y f o r C h i n a t o p l a y i t s p a r t 
i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s t o b e n e f i t 
t h e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f t h e d i s a b l e d . 

A l t h o u g h C h i n a ' s h a n d i c a p p e d 
p e o p l e h a v e a c c o m p l i s h e d m u c h , 
t h e y s t i l l f a c e m a n y p r o b l e m s . T w c 
o f t h e m o s t s e r i o u s a r e u n e m p l o y ­
m e n t a n d i n s u f f i c i e n t e d u c a t i o n . 

S i n c e t h e f o u n d i n g o f t h e P e o ­
p l e ' s R e p u b l i c , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e 
1 9 7 9 , t h e P a r t y a n d t h e s t a t e h a v e 
t a k e n a s e r i e s o f m e a s u r e s t o r e ­
s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m o f e m p l o y m e n t . 
A s a r e s u l t , f u n d a m e n t a l c h a n g e s 
h a v e t a k e n p l a c e a n d g r e a t i m ­
p r o v e m e n t s h a v e b e e n m a d e . B u t 
t h e p r o b l e m s s t i l l e x i s t . I n s o m e 
p l a c e s , i t i s s t i l l h a r d f o r t h e d i s a ­
b l e d , e v e n t h o s e w i t h s p e c i a l i z e d 
s k i l l s , t o f i n d j o b . M a n y w e l f a r e 
f a c t o r i e s a r e p o o r l y e q u i p p e d a n d 
h a v e d i f f i c u l t y g e t t i n g m a t e r i a l s 
a n d s e l l i n g t h e i r p r o d u c t s . 

A l t h o u g h s p e c i a l s c h o o l s f o r t h e 
b l i n d a n d d e a f - m u t e h a v e b e e n s e t 
u p i n m a n y c i t i e s a n d s o m e c i t i e s 
a l s o h a v e e s t a b l i s h e d s p e c i a l 
s c h o o l s f o r r e t a r d e d c h i l d r e n , s p e ­
c i a l e d u c a t i o n i s b a c k w a r d i n t h e 
c o u n t r y s i d e . 

T h e r e a r e a l s o v e r y f e w v o c a ­
t i o n a l s c h o o l s f o r t h e h a n d i c a p p e d 
i n t h e c o u n t r y . T h i s , t o o , c a u s e s 
d i f f i c u l t i e s f o r d i s a b l e d p e o p l e t o 
g e t j o b s . 

L a s t y e a r , 3 0 1 h a n d i c a p p e d a p ­
p l i c a n t s , m o r e t h a n e v e r b e f o r e , 
w e r e a d m i t t e d t o c o l l e g e s a n d u n i ­
v e r s i t i e s t h a n k s t o e f f o r t s m a d e b y 
t h e M i n i s t r y o f E d u c a t i o n a n d l o -
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c a l g o v e r n m e n t s . B u t s o m e u n i v e r ­
s i t i e s a n d c o l l e g e s a r e s t i l l r e l u c t a n t 
t o e n r o l d i s a b l e d s t u d e n t s . 

T h e r e a r e t w o r e a s o n s f o r t h e 
a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d p r o b l e m s . F i r s t , 
C h i n a i s s t i l l e c o n o m i c a l l y b a c k ­
w a r d a n d s o c i a l w e l f a r e w o r k h a s 
a p o o r f o u n d a t i o n . S e c o n d , t h e 
l e g a l m e a s u r e s n e e d e d t o g u a r a n ­
t e e t h e h a n d i c a p p e d t h e i r e d u c a ­
t i o n , e m p l o y m e n t a n d l i v e l i h o o d 
h a v e n o t y e t b e e n p e r f e c t e d . 

O u r w o r k h a s d r a w n t h e c o n ­
c e r n a n d s u p p o r t o f t h e P a r t y a n d 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t . O n F e b r u a r y 2 5 , 

1 9 8 5 t h e M i n i s t r y o f E d u c a t i o n , t h e 
M i n i s t r y o f L a b o u r a n d P e r s o n n e l , 
t h e S t a t e P l a n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n a n d 
t h e M i n i s t r y o f C i v i l A f f a i r s i s s u e d 
a j o i n t c i r c u l a r o n s c h o o l e n r o l ­
m e n t a n d p o s t g r a d u a t i o n j o b as­
s i g n m e n t s f o r t h e d i s a b l e d . T h i s 
m e a n s t h a t m o r e h a n d i c a p p e d w i l l 
b e e n r o l l e d i n u n i v e r s i t i e s a n d c o l ­
l e g e s . O n M a r c h 1 5 , 1 9 8 5 , a y e a r 
a f t e r t h e f u n d ' s e s t a b l i s h m e n t , ^ 
s e t o f s p e c i a l s t a m p s w a s i s s u e d b y 
t h e M i n i s t r y o f P o s t s a n d T e l e c o m ­
m u n i c a t i o n s t o h e l p r a i s e m o n e y 
f o r t h e w e l f a r e f u n d . W e a r e p l a n ­
n i n g t o u s e t h e m o n e y f o r e d u c a ­

t i o n o f t h e h a n d i c a p p e d , i n c l u d i n g 
h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n , v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n ­
i n g a n d s p e c i a l e d u c a t i o n . T h e 
m o n e y a l s o w i l l b e u s e d t o e n d d w 
s c h o l a r s h i p s f o r h a n d i c a p p e d p e o ­
p l e w h o p u r s u e k n o w l e d g e t h r o u g h 
i n d e p e n d e n t s t u d i e s . ' 

T o r e s o l v e t h e s e p r o b l e m s 
t h o r o u g h l y , w e d e p e n d m a i n l y o n 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f the C h i n a ' s 
e c o n o m i c a n d l e g a l s y s t e m s . A t 
t h e s a m e t i m e , w e m u s t a l s o w o r k 
h a r d t o p u b l i c i z e o u r w o r k , c o l l e c t 
f u n d s a n d se t u p m o r e w e l f a r e 
u n d e r t a k i n g s . • 

(Continued from p. 17) 
h o u r h a s b r o u g h t i n t h e u s e o f 
m o r e m a c h i n e s b y p e a s a n t s i n 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n . T o d a y 
r u r a l m e c h a n i z a t i o n s h o w s a n e x ­
p a n s i o n f r o m 2 0 0 m i l l i o n h p i n 
1 9 8 0 t o 2 6 5 m i l l i o n h p i n 1 9 8 4 . 

— A h u g e q u a n t i t y o f e q u i p ­
m e n t w i l l b e r e q u i r e d f o r f a r m -
p r o d u c e p r o c e s s i n g i n d u s t r i e s , es­
p e c i a l l y f o r s e t t i n g u p t h e f o o d a n d 
f o d d e r i n d u s t r i e s , a n d f o r t h e t e c h ­
n o l o g i c a l r e n o v a t i o n o f o r d i n a r y 
p r o c e s s i n g i n d u s t r i e s . 

— T h e d o m e s t i c m a r k e t d e ­
m a n d s f o r f a r m j i r o d u c t s w i l l e x ­
p a n d w h e n l a r g e n u m b e r s o f p e a s ­
a n t s c h a n g e t h e i r r o l e f r o m s u p ­
p l i e r s t o c o n s u m e r s o f f a r m p r o d ­
u c t s a s t o w n s h i p e n t e r p r i s e s d e ­
v e l o p . 

— T h e i n c r e a s e i n t h e p e a s a n t s ' 
c a s h i n c o m e s w i l l c o n s i d e r a b l y 
b o o s t s o c i a l d e m a n d s f o r i n d u s ­
t r i a l g o o d s o f d a i l y u s e , d u r a b l e s 
a n d b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s . I n 1 9 8 4 
C h i n a ' s c o m m o d i t y r e t a i l s a l e s t o ­
t a l l e d 2 8 4 . 9 4 b i l l i o n y u a n , a 1 7 . 4 
p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e o v e r 1 9 8 3 . O f t h i s 
t o t a l , r u r a l r e t a i l s a l e s a c c o u n t e d 
f o r 7 0 p e r c e n t (up b y 1 9 . 5 p e r ­
c e n t ) , s u r p a s s i n g t h e n a t i o n ' s 
g r o w t h r a t e i n t h i s a r e a . W h e n 
t h e r e w a s a r e l a t i v e l y r a p i d g r o w t h 
i n t h e p u r c h a s e o f i n d u s t r i a l c o n ­
s u m e r g o o d s i n g e n e r a l , ^ h e i n ­
c r e a s e i n t h e p u r c h a s e o f d u r a b l e 
c o n s u m e r g o o d s w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y 

s t r i k i n g . T h e s a l e s o f T V s e t s , 
c a s s e t t e r e c o r d e r s , r e f r i g e r a t o r s , 
w a s h i n g m a c h i n e s a n d e l e c t r i c f a n s 
w e r e 7 0 p e r c e n t t o 2 0 0 p e r c e n t 
g r e a t e r t h a n i n 1 9 8 3 . E v e n m i c r o ­
c o m p u t e r s , t e l e p h o n e s a n d p i a n o s 
h a v e f o u n d t h e i r w a y i n t o t h e 
h o m e s o f s o m e w e l l - t o - d o p e a s a n t 
f a m i l i e s . 

— E f f o r t s m u s t b e m a d e t o o p e n 
u p m o r e f o r e i g n m a r k e t s f o r 
C h i n a ' s f a r m p r o d u c t s . I n 1 9 8 4 
e x p o r t s o f f a r m p r o d u c t s a n d p r o ­
c e s s e d f a r m p r o d u c t s w e r e v a l u e d 
a t U S $ 1 0 b i l l i o n . F a r m p r o d u c t s 
s o l d i n l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s i n c l u d e 
m a i z e , s o y b e a n s , e d i b l e o i l , m e a t , 
v e g e t a b l e s , c o t t o n , t e a , f r u i t , r a b b i t 
h a i r , l e a t h e r , f l o w e r s a n d h a n d i ­
c r a f t s . T h e r e i s g r e a t p o t e n t i a l i n 
b e e f , p o r k , l e a t h e r , f r u i t a n d t e a 
p r o d u c t i o n , b u t t h e g o o d s d o n o t 
a l w a y s c o n f o r m w i t h e x p o r t n e e d s 
b e c a u s e o f p o o r q u a l i t y , a n d m u c h 
r e m a i n s t o b e d o n e t o i m p r o v e t h e 
v a r i e t y , p r o c e s s i n g , p r e s e r v a t i o n , 
s t o r a g e , p a c k a g i n g a n d h y g i e n i c 
s t a n d a r d s . W e p l a n t o s p e e d u p 
t e c h n i c a l r e n o v a t i o n a n d u p d a t e 
v a r i e t i e s . B y r e f o r m i n g t h e r u r a l 
c o m m o d i t y e x p o r t s y s t e m , w e c a n 
a d j u s t f a r m p r o d u c t s b e t t e r t o i n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l m a r k e t n e e d s i n b o t h 
q u a n t i t y a n d q u a l i t y . 

F u n d i n g 
T h e g r o w t h o f C h i n a ' s r u r a l 

c o m m o d i t y e c o n o m y w i l l s p u r t h e 

r e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f v a r i o u s f a c t o r s i n 
p r o d u c t i o n . A m o n g t h e m t h e m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t i s l a r g e - s c a l e f u n d i n g . 
A c c o r d i n g t o e s t i m a t e s , b y t h e 
y e a r 2 0 0 0 , t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
C h i n a ' s r u r a l e c o n o m y w i l l r e q u i r e 
f r o m 1 , 0 0 0 b i l l i o n y u a n t o 1 , 5 0 0 
b i l l i o n y u a n . T h e s t a t e i s a b l e t o 
a l l o c a t e p a r t o f t h e i n v e s t m e n t f o r 
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f l a r g e i n f r a s t r u c -
t u r a l f a c i l i t i e s , b u t t h e o v e r w h e l m ­
i n g p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e f u n d s w i l l 
b e o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e p e o p l e . T h i s 
c a l l s f o r g r e a t e f f o r t s t o d e v e l o p 
r u r a l c r e d i t , e x p a n d t h e s c o p e o f 
t h e c i r c u l a t i o n o f f u n d s a n d r a i s e 
t h e e f f i c i e n c y o f t h e u s e o f f u n d s . 
A s o f n o w , t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l B a n k 
o f C h i n a h a s f o u n d e d t h e c o m m i s ­
s i o n , t r u s t a n d i n v e s t m e n t b u s i n e s s ; 
r u r a l c r e d i t c o - o p e r a t i v e s h a v e b e ­
c o m e n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l f i n a n c i a l 
a g e n c i e s . T h e r a t e o f i n t e r e s t w i l l 
b e a l l o w e d t o f l o a t w i t h i n s u i t a b l e 
l i m i t s t o g a i n f l e x i b i l i t y a n d s p e e d 
i n t h e c i r c u l a t i o n o f r u r a l f u n d s . 
M a n y c o l l e c t i v e c r e d i t o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n s a n d c a p i t a l - c i r c u l a t i o n u n i t s 
h a v e e m e r g e d i n q u i t e a n u m b e r 
o f p l a c e s . A c e r t a i n f o r m o f " c a p i ­
t a l m a r k e t " c o m p a t i b l e w i t h t h e 
s o c i a l i s t s y s t e m w i l l a p p e a r f i r s t 
i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e . 

W h i l e a c c u m u l a t i n g f u n d s i n ­
d e p e n d e n t l y , C h i n a a l s o n e e d s t o 
i m p o r t f o r e i g n c a p i t a l s o as t o 
s p e e d d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e r u r a l 
e c o n o m y . • 
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Modern Literature Reflects Chinese Life 
Contemporary Chinese literature is growing more vivid and varied as restrictions are 
removed and the freedom of writers to create and comment is guaranteed. 

by XIE YONGWANG 

CONTEMPORARY Chinese lit­
erature — works written since 

liberation in 1949 — has expe­
rienced many of the same ups 
and downs ,as the People's Re­
public itself. It has prospered, as 
it did in the early 1950s when 
writers poured their vitality into 
creations limning the history of the 
revolution and the follo^ying strug­
gle to build a new country. In 
this, their works reflected the 
spirit of national unity which 
marked the early post-liberation 
years. In the late 1950s, however, 
literary creation was constrained 
by overly, harsh criticism and polit-, 
ical struggles. Then during the 

The author is a literary critic, chief 
editor of the journal Wen Yi Bao 
(Art and Literature Gazette) and a 
council member of the Chinese 
Writers' Association. 

Liu Binyan. 

ten-year "cultural devolution" 
which broke out in 1966, most 
writers fell victim to outright per­
secution. By that time no real lit­
erary works could be spoken of 
reflecting the voice of the people. 

Chinese literature only began to 
revive with the end of those dark 
years in 1976. Veteran and middle-
aged authors such as Ba lin, Wang 
Meng and Liu Binyan took up their 
pens again, together with a grow­
ing number of gifted young writers. 
In the six or seven years that fol­
lowed, literature experienced a 
significant liberation in both form 
and content. 

A Salient Feature 
The works of this new period 

depict the real lives and attitudes 
of the Chinese people. 

A new fictional form, the 
"wounds literature," developed in 
this time to express the national 
agony so recently ended. The re­
presentative work is Wounds, a 
short story published in 1978. It 

is about a young woman who liad 
to leave her aged mother during 
the "cultural revolution" and set­
tle in a remote village. Others in 
this category include The Blood­
stained Magnolia by Cong Weixi 
about a Communist Party member 
who is imprisoned on false charges 
and later killed while climbing a 
wall to pick a magnolia flower to 
mourn the death of Premier Zhou 
Enlai; A Flower-Covered Wrong 
Road by Feng Jicai, about a girl 
student who regrets her participa­
tion in beating a teacher; and The 
Class Teacher by Liu Xinwu on 
middle school life. 

This genre has been acclaimed 
by many readers. But at the same 
time, it also worried others who 
thought it would hinder socialist 
construction. The debate went on 
for several years,, only ending with 
the consensus reached at last win­
ter's Fourth National Congress of 
the Chinese Writers' Association. 
After lengthy discussions, the dele­
gates agreed that the "wounds lit-

lune 24. 1985 23 



erature" had taken the lead in 
negating the "cultural revolution," 
and thus helped emancipate society 
from the effects of that period. The 
form also benefits the development 
of literature itself by touching on 
society's shortcomings and thus re­
storing realism to literature. 

A number of works have also ex­
tended this approach to expose 
mistakes committed before the 
start of the "cultural revolution." 
During the 1957 campaign to op­
pose "bourgeois rightists," for in­
stance, some people were wrongly 
criticized for pointing out the fail­
ings of the bureaucracy. Many of 
these people had to wait up to 20 
years for rehabilitation. Then 
came the Great Leap Forward 
which began in 1958. In the rush 
to establish rural communes na­

tionwide, many areas reported ex­
aggerated production figures and 
other false gains. Peng Dehuai, 
then a member of the Political Bu­
reau of the C P C Central Committee 
and minister of defence, stood 
out as the campaign's most prom­
inent critic. For this, he was 
dismissed from his posts and dis­
graced. The writers of that time 
could not reflect that reality with­
out bringing trouble on themselves. 
But that situation has now chang­
ed. The Criminal Li Tongzhong, 
a novelette by Zhang Yigong, de­
scribes how a rural Communist 
Party member leads his starving 
villagers in borrowing food from a 
state granary after a natural disas­
ter — only to be imprisoned as a 
thief. In praising the Party mem­
ber's boldness and devotion, the 
work describes the people's .suf­

ferings and the seamy side of the 
society, but never disseminates any 
destructive pessimism. Such gen­
uine literature cautions people not 
to repeat past tragedies and 
arouses sympathy, warmth and hu-
manitarianism among its readers. 

Gao Xiaosheng. 

F o r Your Reference 

Chinese Writers' Association 
T h e C h i n e s e W r i t e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n 

i s a v o l u n t a r y m a s s o r g a n i z a t i o n j o i n ­
i n g m o r e t h a n 1 0 , 0 0 0 p r o f e s s i o n a l 
w r i t e r s , l i t e r a r y t h e o r e t i c i a n s a n d 
c r i t i c s a s w e l l a s t r a n s l a t o r s o f a l l 
n a t i o n a l i t i e s i n t h e c o u n t r y . A c ­
c o r d i n g t o t h e n e w c o n s t i t u e 
t i o n a d o p t e d a t i t s F o u r t h N a ­
t i o n a l C o n g r e s s h e l d i n l a n u a r y 1 9 8 5 , 
t h e a s s o c i a t i o n ' s a i m i s t o c a r r y f o r ­
w a r d d e m o c r a c y , e n s u r e f r e e d o m o f 
l i t e r a r y c r e a t i o n a n d d e v e l o p s o c i a l i s t 
l i t e r a t u r e i n t h e C h i n e s e w a y . W r i t ­
e r s a r e e n c o u r a g e d t o b r i n g f o r t h n e w 
i d e a s , c r e a t e w o r k s i n v a r y i n g t h e m e s 
a n d s t y l e s , a n d c o m p e t e w i t h e a c h 
o t h e r t o r a i s e t h e i r c r e a t i v e a n d a r ­
t i s t i c l e v e l s . 

T h e a s s o c i a t i o n p u t s i t s e l f u n d e r -
t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e C h i n e s e C o m ­
m u n i s t P a r t y a n d o r i e n t s i t s s e r v i c e 
f o r b u i l d i n g s o c i a l i s m . 

T h e n e w c o n s t i t u t i o n a l s o e m p h a ­
s i z e s r e s p e c t f o r t h e l i t e r a r y t r a d i t i o n s 
o f C h i n a ' s m i n o r i t y p e o p l e s , s u p p o r t 
f o r m i n o r i t y w r i t e r s , a n d i n c r e a s i n g 
l i t e r a r y e x c h a n g e s a m o n g p e o p l e s o f 
a l l n a t i o n a l i t i e s . 

C h i n a h a s 5 6 n a t i o n a l i t i e s , o f w h i c h 
t h e H a n i s t h e l a r g e s t . O f t h e s e n a ­
t i o n a l i t i e s , 4 0 h a v e p r o f e s s i o n a l a n d 
a m a t e u r w r i t e r s w o r k i n g i n m o r e t h a n 
3 0 l a n g u a g e s . 

T h e a s s o c i a t i o n ' s l e a d i n g b o d i e s 
a r e : 

• T h e c o u n c i l : E l e c t e d a t t h e 
F o u r t h N a t i o n a l C o n g r e s s , t h e n e w 
c o u n c i l i s c o m p o s e d o f 2 3 6 m e m ­
b e r s , i n c l u d i n g 2 2 w o m e n a n d 2 5 
m i n o r i t y m e m b e r s , a n d i s r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e d e c i ­
s i o n s o f t h e n a t i o n a l c o n g r e s s . 

• T h e p r e s i d i u m : G i v i n g l e a d e r ­
s h i p w h e n t h e c o u n c i l i s n o t i n s e s ­
s i o n , t h e 3 2 - m e m b e r p r e s i d i u m i s 
h e a d e d b y i t s c h a i r m a n , n o v e l i s t B a 
J i n , a n d 1 ) v i c e - c h a i r m e n . 

• T h e s e c r e t a r i a t : T h e s e c r e t a r i a t 
i s c o m p o s e d o f n i n e m e m b e r s c h o s e n 
b y t h e p r e s i d i u m , a n d i s r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r t h e r o u t i n e w o r k o f t h e a s s o c i a ­
t i o n . 

• T h e a d v i s o r y g r o u p ; T h i s g r o u p 
h a s 2 9 n o t e d v e t e r a n w r i t e r s w h o j o i n 
a t t h e i n v i t a t i o n o f t h e p r e s i d i u m . 

M a g a z i n e s a n d p e r i o d i c a l s p u b l i s h ­
e d b y t h e a s s o c i a t i o n a n d d i s t r i b u t e d 
n a t i o n w i d e i n c l u d e : 

• Wen Yi Bao ( A r t a n d L i t e r a t u r e 
G a z e t t e ) , a l i t e r a r y a n d a r t i s t i c p e r i ­
o d i c a l , w h i c h c a r r i e s c o m m e n t s , n e w s 
a n d a r t i c l e s o n p o l i c i e s and e x p e ­
r i e n c e s . 

• Renmin Wcuxue ( P e o p l e ' s L i t e r a ­
t u r e ) p u b l i s h e s n e w n o v e l s , r e p o r t ­
a g e , p r o s e a n d p o e t r y . 

• Xiaoshuo Xuiinkan ( S e l e c t e d 
N o v e l s ) c a r r i e s t h e b e s t l i e w m e d i u m -
l e n g t h a n d s h o r t s t o r i e s . 

• Shi Kan ( P o e m s ) p u b l i s h e s n e w 
p o e m s , t r a n s l a t i o n s a n d c o m m e n t s . 

• Minzu Wenxue ( M i n o r i t y L i t e r a ­
t u r e ) c a r r i e s l i t e r a r y w o r k s b y m i ­
n o r i t y p e o p l e s w r i t t e n i n o r t r a n s l a t e d 
i n t o t h e H a n l a n g u a g e . 

• Xin Guan Cha ( N e w O b s e r v e r ) , 
a n i l l u s t r a t e d b i w e e k l y p u b l i s h e s a r t i ­
c l e s o n l i f e i n C h i n a a n d o v e r s e a s . 

• Zhongguo Zuojia ( C h i n e s e W r i t ­
e r s ) , a n e w b i m o n t h l y , c a r r i e s f u l l -
l e n g t h n o v e l s , n o v e l e t t e s a n d r e p o r t ­
a g e . 

• Zhong Guo ( C h i n a ) , a n e w b i ­
m o n t h l y , p u b l i s h e s n o v e l s , s t o r i e s , 
p o e m s , p r o s e s a n d o t h e r l i t e r a r y 

w o r k s . 

24 Beijing Review. N o . 25 



M o r e r e c e n t l y , t h e s w e e p i n g 
e c o n o m i c r e f o r m s i n t r o d u c e d i n 
b o t h r t i r a l a n d u r b a n a r e a s s i n c e 
1 9 7 9 h a v e n a t u r a l l y b e c o m e a 
m a j o r f o c u s o f s o m e c o n t e m p o r a r y 
w r i t e r s . T h e r u r a l a u t h o r G a o 
X i a o s h e n g g a i n e d n a t i o n a l p r o m ­
i n e n c e f o r h i s Li Shunda Builds 
Houses, a n o v e l e x p o s i n g t h e 
p r o b l e m s p e a s a n t s f a c e i n b u i l d i n g 
n e w h o m e s . H i s o t h e r w o r k s i n ­
c l u d e Debtors, a b o u t p e a s a n t s ' d i f ­
f i c u l t i e s i n m a k i n g e n d s m e e t , a n d 
a s e r i e s o f n o v e l s — Chen Huan-
sheng's Adventure in Town, Ciien 
Huansheng Changing Trades 
a n d Chen Huansheng Con­
tracts jar Production — c h r o n i c l ­
i n g t h e g r e a t c h a n g e s e c o n o m i c 
r e f o r m h a s b r o u g h t t o r u r a l C h i n a . 
B u t t h e s e w o r k s d o n o t m e r e l y r e ­
c o r d i m p r o v e m e n t s a n d p r a i s e t h e 
P a r t y ' s c u r r e n t p o M c i e s , i n s t e a d , 
t h e y f o c u s o n d e l i n e a t i n g c h a r a c ­
t e r s a n d t h e i r p s y c h o l o g y , o n t h e 
h i s t o r i c a l c h a n g e s m a n i f e s t e d i n 
h u m a n r e l a t i o n s h i p s . T h e y e x ­
p r e s s t h e a u t h o r s ' k e e n o b s e r v a t i o n 
o f s o c i a l p r o g r e s s w h i l e o f f e r i n g 
r e a d e r s rich a n d c o m p l e x d e s c r i p ­
t i o n s o f v i v i d c h a r a c t e r s d r a w n 
f r o m r e a l l i f e . 

A t t h e s a m e t i m e , s o m e w r i t e r s 
h a v e m a d e t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u ­
t i o n " t h e i r m a i n t h e m e — b u t i n 
a w a y q u i t e d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e 
a u t h o r s o f " w o u n d s l i t e r a t u r e . " 

Li Cunbao. 

T h e s e a r t i s t s c o n c e n t r a t e o n t h e 
m e a n i n g o f l i f e r a t h e r t h a n h i s t o r ­
i c a l p a i n s a n d s o r r o w s . O n e a r m y 
w r i t e r L i C u n b a o p u b l i s h e d h i s 
n o v e l e t t e Nineteen Graves in the 
Mountains i n 1 9 8 4 . T h e b o o k t e l l s 
o f 19 s o l d i e r s w h o a r e k i l l e d i n 
a n i n c i d e n t c a u s e d b y t h e i r c o m ­
m a n d e r ' s b l i n d f a i t h i n h i g h e r 
l e a d e r s h i p . T h e s o l d i e r s ' n e e d l e s s 
d e a t h s a r e a n i n d i c t m e n t o f t h e 
a b s u r d t i m e s t h e y l i v e i n ; b u t a t 
t h e s a m e t i m e t h e i r t r a g e d y a l s o 
a r o u s e s i n r e a d e r s a d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
t o m a k e m o r e o f t h e i r o w n l i v e s . 
A 1 9 8 4 n o v e l e t t e . The Chess Mas­
ter b y t h e y o u n g w r i t e r A h C h e n g 
i l l u s t r a t e s h o w t h e t a l e n t s o f m i l ­
l i o n s o f e d u c a t e d y o u t h s w e r e 
w a s t e d a f t e r t h e y w e r e s e n t t o se t ­
t l e i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e d u r i n g t h e 
" c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n . " I t a l s o d e ­
p i c t s t h e y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n ' s 
d e s i r e f o r c i v i l i z e d l i v e s w i t h i t s 
f o r c e f u l w r i t i n g a n d a d e p t c h a r a c ­
t e r i z a t i o n s . T h e s e w o r k s w e r e 
n a m e d t h e b e s t n o v e l e t t e s o f t h e 
p a s t t w o y e a r s b y t h e C h i n e s e 
W r i t e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n . 

Varied Artistic Styles 

A s v a r i o u s r e s t r i c t i o n s o n a r t 
a r e r e m o v e d , C h i n e s e l i i e r a t u r e 
h a s g r a d u a l l y e x p a n d e d i t s h o r i ­
z o n s t o i n c l u d e a w i d e v a r i e t y o f 
s t y l e s a n d p o i n t s o f v i e w . W i t h 
t h e i r f r e e d o m o f l i t e r a r y c r e a t i o n 
n o w g u a r a n t e e d , w r i t e r s a r e a b l e 
t o e x p r e s s t h e i r d i f f e r e n t e x p e r i ­
e n c e s , q u a l i t i e s a n d o p i n i o n s i n 
w o r k s r i c h e r t h a n a n y s e e n b e f o r e 
i n t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c . S o m e 
c o n t e m p o r a r y w r i t e r s s p e c i a l i z e i n 
d e p i c t i n g h i s t o r i c a l f i g u r e s i n c l u d ­
i n g k i n g s , e m p e r o r s , i m p e r i a l c o n ­
c u b i n e s , g e n e r a l s , s c h o l a r s a n d 
p e a s a n t l e a d e r s ; o t h e r p r e f e r t o 
d e a l w i t h C h i n a ' s s t r u g g l e s a g a i n s t 
i m p e r i a l i s m a n d f e u d a l i s m i n t h e 
f i r s t h a l f o f t h i s c e n t u r y . M o s t , 
h o w e v e r , c o n c e n t r a t e o n i n o d e r n 
l i f e . W a n g M e n g , w h o e a r n e d a 
n a t i o n a l r e p u t a t i o n f o r h i s w i d e 
r a n g e o f s u b j e c t s a n d s t y l e , 
w a s t h e f i r s t t o u s e a " s t r e a m 
o f c o n s c i o u s n e s s " n a r r a t i v e t o 

d e p i c t t h e r i c h i r m e r l i y e s o f c o n ­
t e m p o r a r y p e o p l e . Z h a n g J i e p o r ­
t r a y s p r o f o u n d l y t h e p s y c h o l o g y o f 
m o d e r n C h i n e s e w o m e n , d e p i c t i n g 
b o t h t h e i r n o b i l i t y a n d t h e i r s e l f i s h ­
n e s s t h r o u g h i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f t h e i r 
l o v e s , m a r r i a g e s a n d m o r a l i t y . H e r 
1 9 8 1 n o v e l Heavy Wings i s t h e 
f i r s t w o r k t o e x p l a i n t h e t a r g e t s 
o f C h i n a ' s i n d u s t r i a l r e f o r m s . A n ­
o t h e r b o o k . Emerald, a b o u t a 
f e m a l e m a t h e m a t i c i a n g r o w i n g u p 
i n N e w C h i n a , s h o w s h e r s k i l l a t 
p o r t r a y i n g a n d a n a l y s i n g h e r 
c h a r a c t e r s ' i n n e r m o s t f e e l i n g s . T h e 
n o v e l i s t D e n g Y o u m e i u s e s h i s e a r 
f o r t h e l o c a l B e i j i n g d i a l e c t t o 
c l e a r l y d e l i n e a t e t h e l i v e s a n d c u s ­
t o m s o f p e o p l e i n t h a t a n c i e n t c a p ­
i t a l c i t y . L i u B i n y a n , o n t h e o t h e r 
h a n d , u s e s f o r c e f u l r e p o r t a g e s t o 
e x p o s e t h e s h o r t c o m i n g s o f s o c i e ­
t y , i n c l u d i n g b u r e a u c r a t i s m , o f f i c ­
i a l c o n s e r v a t i s m a n d o t h e r t r e n d s . 
T h e s e a u t h o r s , w i t h t h e i r w i d e 
v a r i e t y o f s t y l e s , r e p r e s e n t j u s t a 
f e w o f t h e m a n y v o i c e s n o w b e i n g 
h e a r d i n c o n t e m p o r a r y C h i n a . 

A t a n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e o f 
w r i t e r s a n d a r t i s t s h e l d i n N o v e m ­
b e r 1 9 7 9 , D e n g X i a o p i n g p o i n t e d 
o u t t h a t t h e g o v e r n m e n t s h o u l d n o t 
i n t e r f e r e i n a n a u t h o r ' s c h o i c e o f 
t h e m e s o r m e t h o d s o f e x p r e s s i o n . 
T h i s g u i d i n g p r i n c i p l e w a s e m ­
p h a s i z e d a g a i n i n a P a r t y C e n t r a l 
C o m m i t t e e m e s s a g e t o t h e r e c e n t 
F o u r t h N a t i o n a l C o n g r e s s o f t h e 
C h i n e s e W r i t e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n . T h e 
C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e a b s o l u t e l y g u a r ­
a n t e e d t h e f r e e d o m t o w r i t e a n d 
m a k e c o m m e n t s o n l i t e r a r y w o r k s . 
F r e e d o m o f c r e a t i o n m e a n s , as o n e 
w r i t e r s a i d a t t h e c o n g r e s s , t h a t 
a u t h o r s a r e f r e e t o e x p r e s s t h e i r 
o w n f e e l i n g s a b o u t l i f e a n d a d o p t 
w h a t e v e r a r t i s t i c m e t h o d s t h e y 
t h i n k b e s t . S o m e p e o p l e s t i l l h e l d 
d i f f e r e n t v i e w s o n t h e s e i s s u e s . B u t 
i n g e n e r a l , c o n t e m p o r a r y C h i n e s e 
l i t e r a t u r e i s g r o w i n g m o r e v i v i d 
a n d v a r i e d , a n d i t s w r i t e r s a r e 
g a i n i n g m o r e r e s p e c t a s t h e y p u r ­
s u e t h e i r q u e s t f o r t h e t r u t h w h i c h 
l i e s a t t h e h e a r t o f m o d e r n C h i ­
n e s e l i f e . • 
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Economist On Socialist Commodity Economy 
— A n interview with L i u G u o -
guang, vice-president of the C h i ­
nese Academy of Social Sciences 

Question: Why is the socialist 
commodity economy considered 
an important theoretical foundation 
for China's current economic struc­
tural reform? 

A n s w e r : I n t h e p a s t p e o p l e u s e d 
t o l i n k a c o m m o d i t y e c o n o m y w i t h 
c a p i t a l i s m . I n f a c t , c o m m o d i t i e s 
c a m e i n t o e x i s t e n c e w i t h t h e a d v e n t 
o f t h e d i v i s i o n o f l a b o u r , t h e a p ­
p e a r a n c e o f d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f 
o w n e r s h i p a n d t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 
e x c h a n g e a c t i v i t i e s . C o m m o d i t y 
e x c h a n g e s t o o k p l a c e i n p r i m i t i v e , 
s l a v e a n d f e u d a l s o c i e t i e s . C a p i t a l ­
i s m e m e r g e d o n l y w h e n c o m m o d i t y 
e c o n o m i e s d e v e l o p e d t o - a c e r t a i n 
s t a g e . C a p i t a l i s m , i n t u r n , h a s 
b r o u g h t c o m m o d i t y e c o n o m i e s t o 
a n u n p r e c e d e n t e d l e v e l o f d e v e l o p ­
m e n t . C l e a r l y , t h e c o m m o d i t y 
e c o n o m y i s n o t u n i q u e t o c a p ­
i t a l i s m . 

C h i n a ' s e c o n o m y u s e d t o b e 
h i g h l y c e n t r a l i z e d . U n d e r t h i s s y s ­
t e m , b u s i n e s s e s l a c k e d a u t o n o m y . 
T h e s t a t e p l a n w a s e n s u r e d b y a d ­
m i n i s t r a t i v e m e a n s . A l l t h e i n d u s ­
t r i a l m a t e r i a l s w e r e a l l o c a t e d b y 
t h e s t a t e . D i f f e r e n t d e p a r t m e n t s 
a n d r e g i o n s c o u l d n o t d o b u s i n e s s 
d i r e c t l y . 

A l l t h e s e p r o b l e m s s t e m m e d 
f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t t h e c e n t r a l p l a n ­
n e r s d i d n o t r e a l l y p a y a t t e n t i o n 
t o t h e c o m m o d i t y e c o n o m y a n d t h e 
l a w o f v a l u e . T h i s f o s s i l i z e d w a y 
o f t h i n k i n g h a d t o b e r e f o r m e d , 
b e c a u s e i t i s n o t i n l i n e w i t h C h i ­
n a ' s c i r c u m s t a n c e s a n d c a n n o t m o ­
b i l i z e t h e i n i t i a t i v e o f b u s i n e s s e s 
a n d t h e i r w o r k e r s . 

T h e a i m o f s o c i a l i s t d e v e l o p ­
m e n t i s t o s a t i s f y t h e p e o p l e ' s e v e r -
i n c r e a s i n g d e m a n d s f o r m a t e r i a l 
a n d c u l t u r a l w e l l b e i n g . I t i s i m ­
p o s s i b l e f o r t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s o v e r -
c e n t r a l i z e d p l a n t o i n c l u d e e v e r y ­
t h i n g , a n d t o s a t i s f y t h e i r e v e r -

c h a n g i n g d e m a n d s . T h e s e d e m a n d s 
c a n o n l y b e m e t b y d e v e l o p i n g t h e 
c o m m o d i t y e c o n o m y . 

C u r r e n t l y , C h i n a ' s s o c i a l p r o d u c ­
t i v e f o r c e s a r e s t i l l r e l a t i v e l y b a c k ­
w a r d , a n d a r e d e v e l o p i n g u n e v e n ­
l y . G i v e n t h i s , d i v e r s e f o r m s o f 
o w n e r s h i p i n c l u d i n g t h e c o l l e c t i v e 
a n d i n d i v i d u a l o w n e r s h i p a n d C h i ­
n e s e - f o r e i g n j o i n t v e n t u r e s , w i l l 
c o e x i s t f o r a l o n g t i m e , u n d e r t h e 
g u i d a n c e o f t h e s t a t e - o w n e d e c o n ­
o m y . S t a t e - o w n e d f a c t o r i e s t o o 
m u s t b e s e p a r a t e d f r o m g o v e r n ­
m e n t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d g i v e n 
a u t o n o m y i n m a n a g e m e n t . T h i s 
m a k e s t h e c o m m o d i t y e c o n o m y i n ­
e v i t a b l e i n C h i n a ' s c u r r e n t s t a g e 
o f d e v e l o p m e n t . 

T h e c o m m o d i t y e c o n o m y h a s a n 
a c t i v e r o l e t o p l a y . I t m a y h e l p 
p e o p l e r e s p e c t t h e l a w o f v a l u e a n d 
u r g e b u s i n e s s e s t o p a y a t t e n t i o n t o 
c h a n g e s i n m a r k e t d e m a n d , i m ­
p r o v e t h e i r m a n a g e m e n t , s e r v i c e s 
a n d p r o d u c t s a n d u p g r a d e t h e i r 
e q u i p m e n t a n d t e c h n o l o g y . 

Q: Will China's economic reform 
lead to capitalism? 

A : A f t e r s e v e r a l h u n d r e d y e a r s ' 
e x p e r i e n c e , t h e c a p i t a l i s t c o m m o d ­
i t y e c o n o m y h a s d e v i s e d r a t h e r 
e f f i c i e n t w a y s t o o r g a n i z e l a r g e -
s c a l e p r o d u c t i o n a n d t h e c i r c u l a ­
t i o n o f c o m m o d i t i e s . C h i n a s h o u l d 
m a k e u s e o f t h e s e e x p e r i e n c e s . 

H o w e v e r , e x p l o i t a t i o n i s i n h e r ­
e n t i n t h e c a p i t a l i s t s y s t e m ; i t t u r n s 
a l m o s t e v e r y t h i n g i n t o a c o m ­
m o d i t y , a n d t u r n s t h e r e l a t i o n s b e ­
t w e e n p e o p l e i n t o m e r c e n a r y r e l a ­
t i o n s . C h i n a s h o u l d r e j e c t t h i s 
d e c a d e n t i d e o l o g y a n d t h e c u t ­
t h r o a t c o m p e t i t i o n w h i c h c o m e s 
w i t h c a p i t a l i s m . T h e p l a n n e d c o m ­
m o d i t y e c o n o m y p r a c t i s e d t o d a y 
w i l l e n a b l e C h i n a t o , r e g u l a t e i t s 

' e c o n o m y a n d h e l p t h e c o u n t r y 
a v o i d t h e c y c l i c a l e c o n o m i c r e c e s ­
s i o n a n d p o l a r i z a t i o n b r o u g h t 
a b o u t b y t h e c a p i t a l i s t s y s t e m . 

Q: Can state planning still con­
trol or guide the economy after the 
role of market regulation has been 
expanded? 

A : T h e c o m m o d i t y e c o n o m y i s 
s u b j e c t t o t h e l a w o f v a l u e , a n d 
c e n t r a l p l a n n i n g m u s t a l s o o b e y 
t h i s l a w . T h e t w o a r e n o t a n t a g o ­
n i s t i c , b u t c o m p l e m e n t e a c h o t h e r . 

U n d e r C h i n a ' s s o c i a l i s t s y s t e m , 
t h e p u b l i c l y - o v y n e d s e c t o r i s p r e ­
d o m i n a n t i n t h e n a t i o n a l econ­
o m y . I n 1 9 8 3 , 9 9 p e r c e n t o f 
C h i n a ' s t o t a l i n d u s t r i a l o u t p u t 
v a l u e c a m e f r o m s t a t e o r c o l l e c ­
t i v e l y o w n e d b u s i n e s s e s , w h i l e o n l y 
1 p e r c e n t c a m e f r o m C h i n e s e -
f o r e i g n j o i n t v e n t u r e s o r p r i v a t e l y 
o w n e d b u s i n e s s e s . 

T h i s b e i n g t h e c a s e , t h e l a w o f 
v a l u e c a n n o t p l a y a c o m p l e t e l y 
s p o n t a n e o u s r e g u l a t i n g r o l e , a s i t 
d o e s i n a c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y . I n ­
s t e a d , i t s r o l e a s a r e g u l a t o r i s 
o p e r a t i n g w i t h i n a r a t h e r l i m i t e d 
s c o p e . T h e s t a t e s t i l l u s e s m a n d a ­
t o r y p l a n s t o c o n t r o l t h o s e b u s i ­
n e s s e s , m a t e r i a l s a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n 
p r o j e c t s v i t a l t o t h e s t a t e e c o n o m y 
a n d p e o p l e ' s l i v e l i h o o d . T h e s t a t e 
a l s o u s e s e c o n o m i c l e v e r s s u c h a s 
p r i c e s , t a x e s , l o a n s a n d . i n t e r e s t 
r a t e s t o p r o v i d e g u i d a n c e p l a n n i n g . 

T h i s i s p r o v e d b y t h e s u c c e s s e s 
C h i n a h a s s c o r e d i n t h e p a s t s i x 
y e a r s i n r e a d j u s t i n g t h e s e r i o u s l y 
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y . 

F o r i n s t a n c e , n o m a n d a t o r y q u o ­
t a s h a v e b e e n s e t f o r g r a i n a n d 
c o t t o n p r o d u c t i o n i n r e c e n t y e a r s , 
y e t t h e i r o u t p u t r o s e . O n e i m p o r ­
t a n t r e a s o n i s t h a t t h e i r p u r c h a s e 
p r i c e s w e r e r a i s e d . 

I n t h e f i n a l a n a l y s i s , u n d e r s o ­
c i a l i s t p u b l i c o w n e r s h i p t h e r e a r e 
n o f u n d a m e n t a l c o n f l i c t s o f i n t e r e s t 
a m o n g t h e p e o p l e . T h i s e n a b l e s 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t t o i m p l e m e n t a 
p l a n n e d e c o n o m y t o r e g u l a t e t h e 
i n t e r e s t s o f v a r i o u s s e c t o r s . • 
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FROM THE CHINESE PRESS 

Job Woes Waste Wanted Skills 

from "ZHONGGUO FUNU 
BAO" 
(Women of China Weekly) 

IN the past few years, many 
universities and colleges in 

China have been confronted with 
problems in finding jobs for their 
female graduates — and the reason 
is that employers demand men to 
fill their available posts. 

The Beijing Foreign Studies 
University (formerly translated as 
the Beijing Institute of Foreign 
Languages), for example, graduat­
ed equal members of both sexes in 
1983. But when university officials 
began their annual job search, not 
one request came in for a qualified 
woman. The same held true at 
Shanghai's Fudan University, 
where 70 employers — one-third of 
those contracted — claimed that 
they would turn away any women 
assigned to them by the school. 
Even worse, it also has harmed 
female students enthusiasm for 
their studies and cast doubt on 
their future role in society. 

In fact, almost all schools and 
work units acknowledge that Chi­
nese college women are as quali­
fied as men. A large number of 
them have become leaders in their 
fields, and now work as scientists, 
university professors, managers and 
government officials. Their 
scholastic performance also lends 
convincing supporting to their case 
at Beijing's Qinghua University, to 
name but one high-ranking institu­
tion, top marks went to equal 
numbers of men and women in 
1982, 83 and 84. 

In the past few years, increasing 
numbers of women have enrolled 
as post-graduates in various insti­

tutes, which further confirms that 
women are capable of getting good 
grades. It is reported that in 1984, 
18.78 percent of China's post­
graduate students were women, up 
from 14.47 percent only three 
years earlier. That figure is expect­
ed to rise still further in years to 
come. 

China also fares well in the 
college enrolbnent di women when 
compared with countries overseas: 
the United States ranked first in 
the world with 51.7 percent in 
1981, while Federal Germany re­
corded a figure of 36.7 percent in 
1980, Japan had 22.3 percent in 
1982 and China had 28 percent in 
1984. This proportion, too, is ex­
pected to grow in the future. 

Indeed, China could do much 

more to educate its women. Due 
to some historical and social 
causes, Chinese women are con­
fronted with more difficulties and 
will have to mate more efforts to 
catch up with their male col­
leagues. However, they are a 
fundamental force for the country's 
present and future development, 
and their treatment is an important 
issue in the government's policies 
oh intellectuals. 

Truly, the employers' rejection 
of qualified college women not 
only wastes valuable intellectual 
resources, but also harms the 
schools' enrollment policies. Some 
schools even complain that finding 
job assignments is so difficult that 
they have to enrol some men with 
poor accademic records while re­
jecting young women with far 
higher grades. This situation must 
be eliminated as quickly as 
possible. 

Eugenics Successes Recorded in China 

from "JIAN KANG BAO" 
(Health News) 

C HINA'S first healthy birth fol­
lowing artificial insemination 

with frozen sperm shows that 
eugenics is improving the quality 
of the country's population. Since 
eugenics research began in 1979, 
China has made headways in pro­
grammes stressing pre-marriage 
examinations, prenatal diagnosis, 
inheritance consulting and epidem­
ic disease study. 

The successful breeding of 
amniotic fluid cells, done jointly 
by the Heredity Institute of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences and 

the Union Hospital in 1976, help­
ed turn a new page in the history 
of prenatal diagnosis. 

In recent years, the state clinical 
department has been publicizing 
the use of Type-B ultrasonic diag­
nostic equipment and breeding 
villus cells for early-stage in-utero 
pregnancy examinations to help 
prospective parents give birth to 
healthy children. 

To further ensure this aim, many 
Chinese clinics have started special 
pre-marital examination pro­
grammes for young couples. 

According to statistics collected 
during three years of research in 
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S h a n g h a i , 2 5 , 4 3 2 o f 1 8 0 , 2 1 9 p e o ­
p l e e x a m i n e d , o r 1 4 . 1 1 p e r c e n t , 
c a r r i e d d i s e a s e s t h a t c o u l d e f f e c t 
t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e i r c h i l d r e n . L a s t 
y e a r , a m o n g t h e 9 0 p r e c e n t o f a l l 
n e w l y w e d s w h o u n d e r w e n t p r e ­
m a r i t a l c h e c k - u p s i n H a r b i n , 2 0 . 0 9 
p e r c e n t h a d a b n o r m a l i t i e s . T h e s e 
s t a t i s t i c s i m p l y t h a t s c i e n c e i s h e l p ­
i n g t o e n s u r e t h e h a p p i n e s s o f 
C h i n e s e f a m i l i e s . 

I n m a n y b i g c i t i e s , p r e - m a r i t a l , 
p r e - g e s t a t i o n a n d i n h e r i t a n c e c o n ­
s u l t i n g a g e n c i e s h a v e b e e n s e t u p 

from "JINGJI YANJIU" 
( E c o n o m i c R e s e a r c h ) 

C H I N A i s g e t t i n g d o w n t o t h e 
t a s k o f r e a d j u s t i n g i t s p r o d u c ­

t i o n s e t - u p i n o r d e r t o p u s h i t s 
n a t i o n a l e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t t o 
a n e w s t a g e , a c c o r d i n g t o a re> 
s e a r c h r e p o r t b y t h e C h i n a 
R e s e a r c h G r o u p S t u d y i n g t h e P r o b ­
l e m s i n R u r a l D e v e l o p m e n t . 

I n t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s , C h i n a ' s 
g r o s s n a t i o n a l o u t p u t v a l u e h a s i n ­
c r e a s e d a t a n a n n u a l a v e r a g e o f 
9 p e r c e n t — 5 p e r c e n t o f w h i c h 
a c t u a l l y c a m e f r o m t h e c o u n t r y s i d e . 
T h e s k y - r o c k e t i n g g r o w t h o f a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n a n d p e a s a n t 
i n c o m e h a s s t i m u l a t e d t h e e x p a n ­
s i o n a n d p r o s p e r i t y o f C h i n a ' s 
d o m e s t i c m a r k e t , g i v i n g a m a j o r 
b o o s t t o t h e c o u n t r y ' s i m m i n e n t 
e c o n o m i c t a k e - o f f . 

B u t t h i s m o m e n t u m c a n n q t b e 
m a i n t a i n e d . A c c o r d i n g t o k n o w n 
i n f o r m a t i o n , n a t i o n w i d e s u r p l u s e s 
o f g r a i n a n d c o t t o n w e r e f i r s t s e e n 
i n 1 9 8 3 . B y 1 9 8 5 , t h i s s i t u a t i o n 
w a s p r o d u c i n g a s t o r a g e c r i s i s i n 
t h e s e v i t a l c r o p s f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e 
i n C h i n e s e h i s t o r y . 

C h i n a ' s g r a i n p r o d u c t i o n o u t p u t 
g r o w t h s h o u l d t h e r e f o r e b e h e l d 

t o c o u n s e l p e o p l e o n e u g e n i c s 
p r o b l e m s . . A c c o r d i n g t o s u r v e y s , 
C h i n a n o w h a s 2 5 6 i n h e r i t a n c e 
c o n s u l t i n g a g e n c i e s , u p 2 . 1 6 t i m e s 
o v e r 1 9 8 1 . 

S p e r m b a n k s h a v e a l s o b e e n s e t 
u p i n S h a n g h a i , H u n a n , a n d Q i n g -
d a o , l e a d i n g t o n e w g a i n s i n 
s t u d i e s o n t h e f r e e z i n g o f h u m a n 
s p e r m a n d a r t i f i c i a l i n s e m i n a t i o n . 
T h e c o u n t r y ' s f i r s t s u c c e s s f u l b i r t h 
b y a r t i f i c i a l i n s e m i n a t i o n h a s 
b r o u g h t g l a d t i d i n g s t o i n f e r t i l e 
c o u p l e s . 

u n d e r 3 p e r c e n t f r o m 1 9 8 5 t o t h e 
e n d o f t h e c e n t u r y . I f n o n e c e s s a r y 
m e a s u r e s a r e t a k e n , t h e m a j o r 
p o s i t i v e e l e m e n t i n t h e c o u n t r y ' s 
e c o n o m i c e x p a n s i o n w i l l b e c o m e 
a n e g a t i v e f a c t o r . 

F r o m n o w o n , e v e r y y e a r a b o u t 
4 0 m i l l i o n p e a s a n t s — a n d a l a r g e 
a m o u n t o f i d l e m o n e y — f l o o d 
f r o m t h e c o u n t r y s i d e i n t o c i t i e s , 
t o w n s a n d i n d u s t r i a l d e p a r t m e n t s . 
B u t t h i s t r a n s f e r , a t p r e s e n t , i s 
b l o c k e d b y t h e u n i q u e s i t u a t i o n 
o f C h i n a ' s m a r k e t s a n d p r o c e s s i n g 
i n d u s t r i e s . T h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e 
h a v e p a s s e d t h r o u g h a j j h a s e o f 
n e c e s s i t i e s c o n s u m p t i o n . T h e y 
h a v e e v e n g o n e p a s t b u y i n g b i c y ­
c l e s , w a t c h e s , t r a n s i s t o r r a d i o s 
a n d s e w i n g m a c h i n e s , a n d a r e n o w 
s e e k i n g c o l o u r T V s a n d o t h e r 
h i g h - q u a l i t y c o n s u m e r d u r a b l e s . 
M e a n w h i l e , a s i n f l u e n c e d b y t h e 
m o u l d o f d e v e l o p m e n t . C h i n a ' s 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g i n d u s t r y h a s s u r ­
p a s s e d t h a t o f m a n y o t h e r c o u n ­
t r i e s w i t h s i m i l a r p e r - c a p i t a i n ­
c o m e s . 

T h u s , C h i n a ' s c u r r e n t r e a d j u s t ­
m e n t i n p r o d u c t i o n s e t - u p i s f u n d a ­
m e n t a l t o m e e t i n g t h e n e w n e e d s 
i n a c h a n g i n g e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n , 
a n d w i l l h a v e a p r o f o u n d e f f e c t 
o n i t s l o n g - t e r m d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
s o c i a l p r o s p e r i t y . 

N e w Wedding 
Ways in Tibet 

from '̂GONGREN RIBAO" 
( W o r k e r s ' D a i l y ) 

S I N C E T i b e t ' s p e a c e f u l l i b e r a ­
t i o n i n 1 9 5 1 . t h e r e g i o n ' s 

f o r m e r l y t r a d i t i o n a l p o l y a n d r y a n d 
p o l y g a m y h a v e b e e n s w e p t a w a y 
i n f a v o u r o f m o r e m o d e r n 
m a r r i a g e c u s t o m s . 

M a n y y o u n g p e o p l e i n L h a s a 
t o d a y a r e i g n o r a n t o f t h e c i t y ' s 
" M a r r i a g e I n t r o d u c t i o n O f f i c e , " 
a n d p r e f e r n o t t o c h o o s e t h e i r 
s p o u s e : ^ w i t h t h e h e l p o f l o c a l 
m a t c h m a k e r s . I n s t e a d , t h e y l i k e 
t o m e e t t h e o p p o s i t e s e x t h r o u g h 
t h e i r f r i e n d s , e s p e c i a l l y o n p i c n i c s 
i n s u b u r b a n p a r k s . 

M o s t T i b e t a n w e d d i n g c e r e m o ­
n i e s a r e h e l d i n t h e h o m e o f e i t h e r 
t h e b r i d e o r t h e g r o o m , w i t h t h e 
f i n a l d e c i s i o n d e p e n d i n g o n w h i c h 
i s m o r e c o m f o r t a b l e a n d w h e r e t h e 
n e w c o u p l e w o u l d l i k e t o l i v e . I n 
f a c t , s o m e p a r e n t s r e g a r d t h e i r 
d a u g h t e r s e v e n m o r e h i g h l y t h a n 
t h e i r s o n s . F o r i n s t a n c e , a l t h o u g h 
L a z h e n i s g o i n g t o g e t m a r r i e d t h i s 
A u g u s t , h e r p a r e n t s s t i l l w a n t h e r 
t o l i v e a t h o m e — i n s p i t e o f t h e 
f a c t t h a t t h e y a l s o h a v e a s o n . 
A f t e r d i s c u s s i n g t h e m a t t e r , L a z h e n 
a n d h e r f u t u r e h u s b a n d a g r e e d t o 
h e r p a r e n t s ' w i s h e s , a n d d e c i d e d 
t h e y w o u l d h a v e t h e i r w e d d i n g 
p a r t y a t h e r h o m e . 

I n L h a s a , y o u n g g i r l s a r e o p t i ­
m i s t i c , e a s y - m a n n e r e d a n d n o t a s 
s h y a s t h e H a n g i r l s i n d e a l i n g 
w i t h h o y s . T h e y a l s o s h o w l e s s 
i n t e r e s t i n t h e m a t e r i a l s i d e o f 
m a r r i a g e , p l a c i n g l i t t l e s t r e s s o n ' 
w h e t h e r t h e i r p o t e n t i a l h u s b a n d s 
o w n l u x u r y g o o d s s u c h a s a t e l e ­
v i s i o n s e t . c a s s e t t e r e c o r d e r o r r e ­
f r i g e r a t o r . 

A c c o r d i n g l o o n e T i b e t a n g i r l : 
" A c o m m o n l a n g u a g e i s g o o d 
e n o u g h f o r b o t h o f u s . O t h e r 
t h i n g s a r e u n i m p o r t a n t , a s l o n g a s 
w e c a n h a v e a f a m i l y o f o u r 
o w n . " 

Production Set-Up Key t o Economy 
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B U S I N E S S AND TRADE 

Expanding Foreign Insurance Business 
"The People's Insurance Com­

pany of China (PICC) has paid 
about. 100,000 yuan in foreign 
exchange to the owners of the five 
foreign cars which were damaged 
in a soccer match riot at Workers ' 
Stadium in Beijing on May 19. 
The cars, owned by embassies and 
other foreign organizations in 
Beijing, were all insured by the 
PICC. Representatives from the 
foreign organizations have ex­
pressed their satisfaction with the 
prompt and effective settlement of 
their claims." Li Qiang, deputy 
general manager of the overseas 
business department of the PICC, 
told Beijing Review on June 8. 

"According to the company's 
motorcar insurance clauses, we 
are obliged to pay for damage 
caused by a third party's malicious 
act," Li said. 

So far, about 100 embassies and 
310 Beijing-based foreign enter­
prises, banks and press offices 
have bought insurance policies 
from the PICC. 

The company opened 2,100 
branches and 800 sub-branches in 

the interior of China. It has also 
set up branches or liaison offices 
in Hongkong and Macao, and in 
Singapore and London. The PICC 
has empowered its agencies in 
over 100 countries to make on-the-
spot inspections of insured ships 
and cargoes and pay off claims. 

Tbe PICC, China's sole 
state-owned insurance company, 
has expanded its business in recent 
years. It now insures property 
valued at USSlOO billion. 

The company has joined the 
Asian Reinsurance Corporation 
and the South Place Syndicate, 
a member of the New York In­
surance Exchange. The PICC and 
the US International Insurance 
Group jointly set up the Sino-US 
Insurance Corporation in 1980. 
The PICC has now forged reinsu­
rance business ties with 1.200 
insurance and reinsurance com­
panies worldwide. It takes in 
premiums totalling US$100 million 
each year. 

Li Qiang noted that foreign 
tourists, entrepreneurs and foreign 
organizations in China are 

welcome to have their prcpa:, 
insured with the PICC. 

To protect the interests of the 
insured, Li said, China has pro­
mulgated insurance regulations on 
enterprises. 

The China Hotel-
A Rising Star 

The China Hotel, a Guangzhou 
tourist complex jointly financed by 
local and Hongkong firms, cele­
brated its first anniversary on June 
10. Two unusual things h a v e mark­
ed to its initial success: 

First, its !9-storey building 
covering an area of 168.000 
square metres, which includes 
1,200 hotel rooms, offices, apart­
ments and a shoppiMq arcadi-, 
were completed in on!y 28 moiit!?b, 
six months ahead of schedule, 
thanks to the concerted efforts 
made by investors, buildcvo. o c e . i-
tors and the local government. 

Second, it not only began earn­
ing a profit in its first year of 
operation — & situation far from 
common among large new hotels 
— but also paid US.$20 million i ; 
capital and interest on its total in­
vestment of about US$100 million. 



A standard room. 

Food street. 

More important, the China Hotel 
has earned a high reputation 
abroad. "While staying at this 
hotel, we can savour the flavour 
of the Hongkong restaurants; see 
the top-notch service attitude and 
enjoy modern hotel facilities. The 
China Hotel is almost the same 
as those in Hongkong and the 
United States," one guest said. 

Foreign businessmen and tour­
ists can now reserve rooms in 
advance by long-distance telephone 
from more thari 100 booking agents 
around the world. 

The hotel is also notable for its 
success in integrating highly effi­
cient Western management and tra­
ditional Chinese courtesy. 

But officials say the key to its 
operation is the recruiting and 
training of talented people. Apart 
from the 180 major managerial 
personnel recruited from overseas 
and Hongkong, most of its 3,000 
staff members are hired after 
passing public examinations. Their 
average age Is 22 years. In the 
past year, the hotel's training cen­
tre has run courses for 9,216 peo­

ple. This ensures that its staff are 
competent and offer services ac­
cording to set standards. 

Although it was originally plan­
ned as a four-star hostelry, many 
believe that the China Hotel may 
eventually achieve a five-star rank­
ing. Joachim Burger, its general 
manager, and his colleagues hold 
that, " the grade of the hotel should 
be judged by the hotel guests. The 
criteria are: First, the main part 
of the building; second, the in­
terior decorations; and third, the 
managerial level and service 
quality." 

" W e place our hope on our own 
efforts. We shall encourage our 
staff to provide the best service 
for our guests," he added. 

China Buys More 
Foreign Planes 

China signed its largest aircraft 
purchase contract of the year when 
it agreed to buy eight planes from 
the Boeing Company of the United 
States. 

The US$350 million deal will 
give the General Administration 
of Civil Aviation of China (CAAC) 
two Boeing 767s, one 747 jumbo jet 
and five 737s. The US company 
will also deliver six more planes 
purchased under an,earl ier agree­
ment. 

Early this year, the Chinese na­
tional airline also purchased three 
Airbus A310s from Airbus Indus­
trie of Europe, eight Short Bro­
thers ' Short 360 from Britain and 
a number of TU-154s 160-seat 
aircraft from the Soviet Union. 
CAAC signed an agreement on the 
purchase of six BAE-146 passenger 
aircraft with British Aerospace in 
May. 

CAAC has so far purchased 40 
aircraft from abroad this year. 
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CULTURE AND SCIENCE 

Fossils Reveal 18 Million-Year-Old World 

China's first county-level paleon­
tology museum has been establish­
ed in Shanwang village in the 
suburbs of Weifang City, Shan­
dong Province. Its thousand fossils, 
all collected in the vicinity, indicate 
that the locality was much warmer 
and moist 18 to 20 million years 
ago than it is today. Its climate 
was almost the equivalent of south 
China's, which is in a subtropical 
zone. In the Miocene epoch most 
existing animals and plants or their 
nearest ancestors appeared there. 
Plant fossils. Fossils of nearly 
100 species (belonging to 15 
genera) of one-celled algae have 
been discovered. Eighty-five per­
cent are existing species, the rest 
extinct. After studying these fos­
sils, scientists concluded that the 
vicinity used to be a freshwater 
lake. One-celled algae lived in the 
shallow, dirty water near the shore, 
where the water was still and 
nutritious. 

There are also fossils of spore 
pollen of algae and fern, of leaves, 
seeds, fruit, flowers and spore pol­
len of ivy, pine and other trees, 
wind-borne, according to scientists, 
from distant mountains. 
Animal fossils. Most animal 
fossils are complete. Some show a 
struggle before death. Fish were 
usually buried in groups. Some 

animal fossils show fine details, 
such as an insect's wings and feet, 
a bat's thin wings and a rat 's 
whiskers. Others mark the con­
tents of an animal's stomach. 

The animal fossils include ver­
tebrates and invertebrates. About 
100 species of insects resemble 
those that survive today in south 
China and India, but they are 
bigger aiid appear more primitive, 
evidence of evolution. 

Fish are the earliest vertebrates. 
The fossils illustrate China's specif­
ic fish families. Most are now 
extinct; a few are like carp that 
existed two or three million years 
ago. 

The fossils of amphibious 
animals include a frog discovered 
in the 1930s and salamanders and 
toads found in the 60s and 70s, 
along with a lot of tadpoles and 
young frogs. These fossils are well 
preserved and include many 
species. 

Reptile fossils include all types 
of existing reptiles: turtles, croco­
diles, Uzards and snakes. Snake 
fossils are especially well pre­
served. 

Shanwang's bird fossils are the 
most numerous and intact in China. 
In 1976 China's first complete bird 
fossil was discovered there. Four 
years later the fossils of a peacock-
size bird with strong claws was 

unearthed. China's earliest and 
most complete duck fossil is also 
displayed in the museum. Scien­
tists conjecture from its shape that 
it may have been related to the 
ancestor of today's duck. A tiny 
bird fossil in the museum is also 
in good condition and, most 
wonderfully, pebbles in its gizzard 
can be seen very clearly. 

Mammal fossils are valuable for 
studying the evolution of existing 
mammals that came into being 25 
million years ago. They include 
flying squirrels that have ever­
growing front teeth and other 
animals of the mouse family as 
well as bats. 

Scientists find it interesting that 
all carnivorous-animal fossils dis­
covered in Shanwang belong to the 
bear family. One of them has long, 
thin limbs and a tail. Scientists 
regard it as a collateral branch of 
today's bear family and have 
labeled it "ancestor of the oriental 
bear." Another animal resembles 
a bear in frame but has a different 
tooth structure. 

There are fossils of tapirs, 
rhinoceroses, pigs and deer. In 
1978 scientists found China's first 
complete, standing rhinoceros 
fossil — 4.2 metres long and 2.05, 
metres high. It is different from 
existing ones because it has no 
horn. 
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T h e d i s c o v e r y o f t h e f o s s i l s o f 
f o u r a n c i e n t d e e r , n a m e d " t r i - a n t l e r 
a n c i e n t d e e r , " h a d s p e c i a l s i g n i f i c ­
a n c e b e c a u s e i t • p r o v e d t h a t a n ­
c i e n t m a l e d e e r h a d t h r e e a n t l e r s 
w h e r e a s f e m a l e s h a d n o n e . D e e r 
f o s s i l s f o u n d i n E u r o p e w e r e n o t 
c o m p l e t e e n o u g h t o i n d i c a t e 
w h e t h e r t h e y h a d a n t l e r s o r n o t . 

T h e f i n d i n g o f f o s s i l s o f l a g o -
m e r y x , a k i n d o f a n c i e n t d e e r , ( s e e 
p i c t u r e ) w h i c h h a v e l i f e - l o n g a n ­
t l e r s w a s a n e v e n m o r e s p l e n d i d 
d i s c o v e r y . M o r e t h a n 4 0 f o s s i l s o f 
l a g o m e r y x h a v e b e e n u n e a r t h e d i n 
S h a n w a n g , m a k i n g S h a n w a n g t h e 
l a r g e s t a n d b e s t - p r e s e r v e d f o s s i l 
s i t e o f i t s k i n d i n t h e w o r l d . 

I n 1 9 8 0 ! h e l o c a l i t y w a s d e s i g ­
n a t e d b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t a s a 
m a j o r n a t i o n a l n a t u r e r e s e r v e . N o 
o n e i s a l l o w e d t o d i g i n s i d e a 1.2 
s q u a r e k i l o m e t r e a r e a w i t h o u t t h e 
S t a t e C o u n c i l ' s p e r m i s s i o n . 

T h e f o s s i l s c o m e f r o m a l a y e r o f 
r o c k m a d e o f p i i e d - u p s h e l l s o f 
a n c i e n t a l g a e . A p i t , t h e s i z e o f a 
b a s k e t b a l l c o u r t , h a s b e e n d u g . 
T h e e d g e s o f p i e c e s o f g r e y r o c k 
a r c t u r n e d u p l i k e p a g e s o f a n o l d 
b o o k b e c a u s e o f e x p o s u r e i n t h e 
a i r . S i n c e 1 9 7 8 o v e r 1 0 , 0 0 0 f o s s i l s 
h a v e b e e n u n e a r t h e d , r e p r e s e n t i n g 
m o r e t h a n 3 0 0 s p e c i e s , o f w h i c h 
1 0 0 a r e e x t i n c t . 

New Forecast 

For Good Weather 
C h i n a w i l l i n v e s t 9 8 . 8 m i l l i o n 

y u a n i n a m o d e r n m e d i u m - r a n g e 
w e a t h e r f o r e c a s t i n g s y s t e m t o i m ­
p r o v e t h e e f f i c i e n c y a n d a c c u r a c y 
o f i t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l a n d d o m e s t i c 
m e t e o r o l o g i c a l s e r v i c e s . 

T h e s y s t e m , t o b e b u i l i i n t h e 
n o r i h w e s t e r n s u b u r b s o f B e i j i n g , i s 
s c h e d u l e d f o r c o m p l e t i o n b e f o r e 
1 9 9 0 . I t s f o r e c a s t , i s s u e d f o u r t o 

s i x d a y s i n a d v a n c e , w i l l m e e t 
c u r r e n t E u r o p e a n s t a n d a r d s f o r 
m e d i u m - r a n g e p r e d i c t i o n s •— n o w 
t h e m o s t a c c u r a t e i n t h e w o r l d . 

T h e n e w s y s t e m w i l l h e l p p r o ­
t e c t a g r i c u l t u r e , a n i m a l h u s b a n d r y , 
f i s h e r i e s , c o m m u n i c a t i o n s a n d o f f ­
s h o r e p i l p r o s p e c t i n g a g a i n s t n a ­
t u r a l d i s a s t e r s . 

I t w i l l i n c l u d e s e v e n s e c t i o n s 
g o v e r n i n g g l o b a l m e t e o r o l o g i c a l 
d a t a g a t h e r i n g a n d t r a n s m i s s i o n , 
g l o b a l p r e d i c t i o n m o d e l s a n d h i g h ­
s p e e d c o m p u t e r a n d t e l e c o m ­
m u n i c a t i o n s n e t w o r k s . 

T o s p e e d u p c o n s t r u c t i o n , t h e 
N a t i o n a l M e t e o r o l o g i c a l C e n t e r 
a n d t h r e e o t h e r r e s e a r c h f a c i l i t i e s 
w i l l e s t a b l i s h a j o i n t c o m m i t t e e t o 
s u p e r v i s e t h e p r o j e c t a n d t a c k l e 
r e l a t e d s c i e n t i f i c p r o b l e m s . 

A l t h o u g h C h i n e s e s h o r t - r a n g e 
w e a t h e r f o r e c a s t s a r e 8 0 p e r c e n t 
a c c u r a t e , m e d i u m - r a n g e p r e d i c t i o n s 
i s s u e d f r o m t h r e e t o t e n d a y s i n 
a d v a n c e a r e s t i l l n o t a c c u r a t e 
e n o u g h a n d t h u s f a l l s h o r t o f t h e 
n e e d s o f v a r i o u s d e p a r t t n e n t s . 

More Nuclear 
Centres Go Up 

A d o z e n r a d i a t i o n c e n t r e s u s i n g 
c o b a l t 6 0 i s o t o p e s t o d i s i n f e c t 
m e d i c a l e q u i p m e n t , p r o c e s s c h e m ­
i c a l s a n d k e e p f o o d f r e s h w i l l b e 
b u i l t i n C h i n a o v e r t h e n e x t 1 8 

. m o n t h s . 

C h i n a ' s l a r g e s t n u c l e a r r a d i a t i o n 
c e n t r e i s s c h e d u l e d t o g o i n t o o p e r a ­
t i o n i n i u l y 1 9 8 6 i n L a n z h o u , c a p ­
i t a l o f G a n s u P r o v i n c e i n n o r t h ­
w e s t C h i n a . T h e c e n t r e w i l l s t e r i ­
l i z e h e r b a l m e d i c i n e s a n d f u r s , p r e ­
s e r v e v e g e t a b l e s , f r u i t s , m e a t s a n d 
e g g s , a n d d e v e l o p s u p e r i o r s t r a i n s 
o f c o t t o n a n d o t h e r c r o p s . 

O t h e r r a d i a t i o n c e n t r e s w i l l b e 
s e t u p i n l a r g e c i t i e s i n c l u d i n g 
S h a n g h a i , T i a n j i n , N a n j i n g , Z h e n g -
z h o u a n d C h o n g q i n g . T h e s e f a c i l i ­
t i e s w i l l m a i n l y b e u s e d f o r i s o t o p e 
r e s e a r c h , a l t h o u g h t h e y w i l l a l s o 
u n d e r t a k e c o m m e r c i a l p r o j e c t s f o r 
l o c a l h o s p i t a l s , c h e m i c a l f a c t o r i e s 
a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l u n i t s . 

C h i n e s e s c i e n t i s t s b e g a n s t u d y i n g 
t h e p e a c e f u l u s e o f n u c l e a r e n e r g y 
i n t h e 1 9 5 0 s . I n a g r i c u l t u r e , r a d i a ­
t i o n t e c h n i q u e s h a v e s i n c e b e e n 
u s e d t o d e v e l o p 1 5 0 s u p e r i o r s e e d 
s t r a i n s . b o o s t i n g g r a i n y i e l d s 
b y 2 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 t o n s . T h e n e w 
s t r a i n s h a v e b e e n p l a n t e d o n 
6 . 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s n a t i o n w i d e . 

China Organ Swaps 
Tops in World 

C h i n e s e d o c t o r s a r e a m o n g t h e 
w o r l d ' s m o s t s k i l l e d a t p e r f o r m i n g 
o r g a n t r a n s p l a n t s , a c c o r d i n g t o 
m e d j c a l e x p e r t s a t a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s y m p o s i u m o n o r g a n g r a f t i n g h e l d 
i n W u h a n , H u b e i P r o v i n c e , i n 
A p r i l . 

T h e c o u n t r y ' s f i r s t k i d n e y t r a n s ­
p l a n t w a s p e r f o r m e d i n t h e l a t e 
1 9 6 0 s . S u r g e o n s l a t e r w e n t o n t o 
s u c c e s s f u l l y c a r r y o u t o v e r 1 , 5 0 0 
o p e r a t i o n s i n v o l v i n g l u n g s , s p l e e n s , 
e n d o c r i n e g l a n d s , a d r e n a l g l a n d s 
a n d t e s t e s . 

T h e s y m p o s i u m , s p o n s o r e d b y 
t h e H u b e i b r a n c h o f t h e C h i n e s e 
M e d i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , a t t r a c t e d 1 2 0 
m e d i c a l s p e c i a l i s t s a n d p r o f e s s o r s 
f r o m t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , t h e F e d e r a l 
R e p u b l i c o f G e r m a n y , A u s t r i a , 
j a p a n a n d C h i n a . 

The 10,000 *Li' 
Huanghe 

The W,000 •'Li" Huanghe b y 
Z h o u Z h o n g f u , 1 5 8 m e t r e s l o n g 
a n d 4 6 c e n t i m e t r e s w i d e , d e p i c t s 
l a n d s c a p e s , c u s t o m s a n d h i s t o r i c 
s i t e s a l o n g t h e f - I u a n g h e ( Y e l l o w ) 
R i v e r a n d e x t o l s t h e a c h i e v e m e n t s 

o f t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e i n h a r n e s s ­
i n g t h i s u n r u l y r i v e r s i n c e 1 9 4 9 . 

Z h o u . 7 0 , w a s b o r n a n d s t i l l 
l i v e s n e a r t h e H u a n g h e R i v e r i n 
H e n a n P r o v i n c e . T o p a i n t t h i s 
s c r o l l , h e f o l l o w e d t h e r i v e r f r o m 
i t s s o u r c e t o t h e s e a , m a k i n g m o r e 
t h a n 1 0 , 0 0 0 s k e t c h e s . H e b e g a n 
t h e p a i n t i n g i n 1 9 7 8 a n d f i n i s h e d 
i n t h e l a t e 1 9 8 4 . 
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SPORTS 

Chinese Spikers Win in Beijing Tourney 
W o r l d t r i p l e c r o w n h o l d e r s 

C h i n a s p i k e d t h e i r w a y t o a n i m ­
p r e s s i v e v i c t o r y i n t h e S e a g u l l I n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l V o l l e y b a l l T o u r n a ­
m e n t i n B e i j i n g M a y 2 7 - 2 9 — b u t 
r u n n e r s - u p C u b a g a v e t h e c h a m ­
p i o n s a c l e a r w a r n i n g o f s t i f f c o m ­
p e t i t i o n f o r f u t u r e t i t l e s . 

T h e C h i n e s e w o m e n , t r y i n g o u t 
s e v e r a l n e w f a c e s o n t h e i r h o m e 
c o u r t , s h o w e d m u c h p r o g r e s s i n 
n e t b l o c k i n g , o f t e n l e a v i n g i h e i r 
o p p o n e n t s w i t h n o r e p l y t o v a r i a ­
t i o n s o n t h e i r p r o v e n p o i n t - w i n ­
n i n g t a c t i c s . 

T h e y o u n g C u b a n s , h o w e v e r , 
w e r e d i f f i c u l t t o i m p r e s s . A v e r a g ­
i n g 1 9 . 5 y e a r s o l d a n d 1 . 8 2 m e ­
t r e s t a l l , t h e y m a t c h e d t h e m o r e 
e x p e r i e n c e d C h i n e s e a t t h e n e t 
w i t h t h e i r e x c e l l e n t j u m p i n g a b i l ­
i t y . T h e i r s t r o n g s p i k i n g , s u p e r i o r 
a g i l i t y a n d s h a r p , h e a v y s e r v e s a l s o 
f o r c e d t h e i r o p p o n e n t s i n t o m a n y 
e r r o r s . And a l t h o u g h t h e y f i n a l l y 
l o s t t o t h e C h i n e s e b y a s c o r e o f 
2 - 3 , t h e C u b a n s l e f t e v e n p a r t i s a n 
B e i j i n g f a n s w i t h n o d o u b t s a b o u t 
t h e i r n e w s t a t u s a s a m a j o r t h r e a t 
t o C h i n a ' s c r o w n . C u b a c a p t u r e d 

t h e E i g h t h W o r l d C u p i n 1 9 7 8 . I n 
t h e i r e i g h t p r e v i o u s e n c o u n t e r s 
w i t h C h i n a i n t h e 1 9 8 2 , t h e y r a n 
u p a r e c o r d o f t w o v i c t o r i e s a g a i n s t 
s i x d e f e a t s . 

T h e C h i n e s e r e v e a l e d a d e p t h o f 
t a l e n t h i d d e n i n n e w , y o u n g 
p l a y e r s . S e v e n t e e n - y e a r - o l d , 1 . 7 7 -
m e t r e - t a l l W u D a n s h o w e d h e r s e l f 
a s t a n d - o u t b y r e e l i n g o f f p o i n t 
a f t e r p o i n t i n t h e c r u c i a l f i f t h s e t 

a g a i n s t C u b a . B u t a f t e r w a t c h i n g 
t h i s t o u r n a m e n t , e x p e r t s b e l i e v e 
t h a t C h i n a ' s m a j o r t a s k w i l l b e t o 
i n c r e a s e t h e k i l l i n g c a p a c i t y o f i t s 
s e r v e s a n d i m p r o v e i t s d e f e n s i v e 
c a p a b i l i t i e s a g a i n s t t a l l e r r i v a l s 
s u c h a s C u b a a n d t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s . 

C h i e f c o a c h D e n g R u o z e n g s e e s 
t h e B e i j i n g t o u r n a m e n t a s a w a r m -
u p f o r t h e W o r l d C u p t h i s N o v e m ­
b e r , i n J a p a n . P l a y e r s w i l l n e e d 
e x c e l l e n t s t a m i n a t o m a k e t h e c u t 
f o r t h a t c o m p e t i t i o n , h e s t r e s s e d . 

School Trains New Football Stars 
O n l y a f t e r C h i n a ' s n a t i o n a l s o c ­

c e r t e a m s u f f e r e d m a j o r d e f e a t s i n 
s e v e r a l c r u c i a l i n t e r n a t i o n a l t o u r ­
n a m e n t s , d i d f o o t b a l l e x p e r t s h e r e 
b e g i n t o t h i n k s e r i o u s l y a b o u t 
p i n n i n g t h e i r h o p e s f o r t h e f u t u r e 
o n t r a i n i n g n e w s t a r s . 

T h e r e c e n t e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a 
s o c c e r s c h o o l f o r p r e - s c h o o l c h i l ­
d r e n i n B e i j i n g ' s S h i j i n g s h a n 
D i s t r i c t r e f l e c t s t h i s d e c i s i o n — 
a n d t h e c o u n t r y ' s l o v e f o r s p o r t s . 
A b o u t 8 0 0 b o y s , t h e i r " p a r e n t s i n 
t o w , r u s h e d t o t h e s c h o o l ' s f i r s t 
p r e l i m i n e r y e n t r a n c e e x a m i n a t i o n 

m r e s p o n s e t o a n e w s p a p e r 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t f i n a n c e d b y i t s 
s p o n s o r , t h e B e i j i n g S o c c e r C l u b , 
. ^ f t e r p a s s i n g s e v e r a l t e s t s , o n l y 
o n e h u n d r e d o f t h e 5 - 6 y e a r o l d s 
w e r e a d m i t t e d . 

T h e f i r s t t w o - h o u r c l a s s w a s 
h e l d o n ) u n e ! , I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
C h i l d r e n ' s D a y . A f t e r s o m e b a s i c 
i n s t r u c t i o n i n t h e c l a s s r o o m , t h e 
b o y s w i l l c o n c e n t r a t e o n p r a c t i c a l 
f i e l d t e c h n i q u e s . S o m e o f t h e 
s c h o o l ' s c o a c h e s a r e f o r m e r s o c c e r 
p l a y e r s o f n a t i o n a l f a m e . 

Near-perfect co-ordination for a quick strike. The entrance examination picks future world cuppers. 



BOOKS 

Shapiro's Book About Chinese 
lews In Old China 
Compiled and translated by: 

Sidney Shapiro 
Published and distributed by: 

Hippocrene Books, Inc., 
'New York. USA 

Price: US$15.95 
"You've been living in China for 

over 30 years and your name is 
Shapiro, so of course you know 
all about the Chinese Jews. 
What's the story?" For all his 
qualifications (which, incidentally, 
include an exceptional command 
of spoken and written Chinese) 
Sidney Shapiro did not know. But 
he does now and he tells us the 
story in Jews In Old China, a 
scholarly but unpretentious and 
readable book, which should be 
of exceptional interest to many of 
the pilgrims from the West now 
pouring into China. 

Jews first settled in China cen­
turies ago. Some sensational spec­
ulations push their arrival back 
to biblical times. More sober es­
timates start about the 7th century 
AD, when Jews, generally with 
Persians, Arabs and other Mus­
lims, travelled to China "by two 
main routes. One was by land 
along the Silk Road, the other by 
sea from south India. Successive 
waves of Jewish immigrants flow­
ed in during the Tang, Song and-
Yuan dynasties,, that is from the 
7th to the 14th century. During 
that time there appear to have been 
Jewish communities not only in 
Kaifeng, the biggest and best-
known settlement, but also in Luo-
yang, Xian, Dunhuang, Hangzhou, 
Guangzhou, Nanjing and Beijing. 
Later Westerners who reported on 
Jews in old China range from 
17th century Jesuit missionaries to 
the 20th century Bishop White of 

the Canadian Church of England; 
This is nothing new. 

A special, perhaps unique con­
tribution of Sidney Shapiro's book 
is that it makes available in Eng­
lish the researches of over a dozen 
Chinese scholars on the subject of 
Jews in old China. Their work 
from the end of the 19th century 
up to the present decade is im­
pressive, covering the religion, his­
tory, economic, social and political 
activity of the Jews and their even­
tual assimilation in old China. 

The Jewish people had survived 
dispersion and persecution in bi­
blical times (by the Egyptians, As­
syrians, Babylonians and Romans) 
as well as in medieval Europe, 
19th century Russia and Hitler's 
3rd Reich. So their assimilation in 
China is a thought-provoking phe­
nomenon. A Jewish reader recently 
wrote from the USA to. Beijing 
Review: "The point of the article 
(B.R. April 's, 1985) is, . . . 'China's 
Jews found harmony.' But accord­
ing to the article, the Chinese Jews 
also found extinction. They lost 
their religious traditions and be­
came no different from the Chi­
nese." The writer of the letter 
finds this lamentable, stating: "One 
of the reasons (we) Jews are per­
secuted. . .is for our insistence on 
retaining our distinctive customs. 
A happy story would be one in 
which the Chinese Jews preserved 
their traditions and separate identi­
ty and nevertheless lived in har­
mony with their neighbours.. ." 

The letter-writer's point deserves 
consideration and debate. Why is 
it that the Jews became extinct in 
China but not in so many other 
countries? And why did so many 
other nationalities in China survive, 
despite being at a less advanced 
level of social development than 

jews 
China's Han majority and perhaps 
her Jewish minority? Answers to 
these and other questions may be 
inferred from Sidney Shapiro's 
book. 

Not all traditions are sacred, 
however. They may be feudal, 
capitalist or socialist; patriarchal, 
sexist or humane. This applies to 
both Jewish and Chinese traditions. 
Preservation and development of 
positive traditions and customs en­
riches a culture and promotes its 
progress. This assumption (as well 
as socialist tolerance and socialist 
humanism) is presumably part of ^ 
the ideological basis of China's 
policy to minority nationalities. It is it 
conceivable that the Jewish people, ^ 
who elsewhere produced such fig-
ures as Moses, Jesus, Marx, Freud ? 
and Einstein, might, if they had -f-
survived, have produced compar- ^ 
able figures in China. But China ^ 
can hardly be,,blamed for their non- — 
emergence in this country where. ^ 
by the way, as the author points JL 
out, anti-Semitism has to all in- J 
tents and purposes, never existed, n 

On the contrary, the painstakitig -
scientific research by Chinese schol- ^ 
ars into the history of Jews in Old a 
China indicates the existence of * 
a current of respect for them among ^ 
other minority nationalities. At the ^ 
same time, of course, there has 
been a counter-current, exemplified "f 
by the fascistic racism and xeno- "j" 
phobia nurtured by Chiang Kai-
shek, Jiang Qing and others. Tt 7 
is precisely this conflict of currents, 
with its relevance for China's 50- ^ 
odd nationalities, which gives Sid-
ney Shapiro's book significance be- M 
yond the scope of its title Jews In ^ 
Old China. Perhaps some day, as iz. 
an old Jew in New China he will ^ 
carry the story forward into the ^ 
19th and 20th centuries. ^ 

— David Crook ^ 
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Portrait of a Woman. 

ART P A C E 

Sketches 
by Wang Zongzhou 
B o r n i n 1 9 4 6 i n Q i s h a n C o u n t y , 

S h a a n x i P r o v i n c e , W a n g Z o n g z h o u 
t e a c h e s i n t h e f i n e a r t s d e p a r t m e n t 
o f t h e C e n t r a l I n s t i t u t e f o r 
N a t i o n a l i t i e s . T h e s e s k e t c h e s a r e t h e 
r e s u l t o f m a n y t o u r s t h r o u g h C h i n a ' s 
e t h n i c m i n o r i t y a r e a s . 

A Youth and on Old Man. 

Tibetan Women. Tibetan Women. 



. Traditional 
Chinese 
Medicine — 

* 

Acupuncture 
A c u p u n c t u r e is a n i m p o r t a n t b r a n c h o f t r a d i t i o n a l 

C h i n e s e m e d i c i n e , a n o r g a n i c p a r t o f t h i s r i c h a n d 
v a r i e d field. A c c o r d i n g t o h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d s , i t h a s 
b e e n p r a c t i s e d f o r a t l e a s t 2 , 0 0 0 y e a r s . 

T o d a y a c u p u n c t u r e i s w i d e l y u s e d i n c l i n i c a l t r e a t m e n t a n d is t h e s u b j e c t o f g r o w i n g i n t e r e s t i n m e d i c a l 
c i r c l e s a r o u n d t h e w o r l d . 

W e a r e p l e a s e d t o r e c o m m e n d a n u m b e r o f b o o k s o n a c u p u n c t u r e t r a n s l a t e d i n t o E n g l i s h a n d o t h e r 
W e s t e r n l a n g u a g e s , b o o k s t h a t a r e u s e f u l t o b o t h r e s e a r c h e r s a n d p r a c t i t i o n e r s . 

T h e S t o r y o f C h i n e s e A c u p u n c t u r e a n d M o x i b u s t i o n ( i n S p a n i s h ) 

E s s e n t i a l s o f C h i n e s e A c u p u n c t u r e ( i n E n g l i s h , S p a n i s h ) . 

T h e W a y t o L o c a t e A c u - P o i n t s ( i n E n g l i s h ) 

N a t i o n a l S y m o p o s i a o n A c u p u n c u l u r e a n d M o x i b u s t i o n a n d A c u p u n c t u r e A n a e s t h e s i a ( i n E n g l i s h ) 

C h a r t s o f A c u p u n c t u r e P o i n t s a n d M e r i d i a n s ( i n F r e n c h , G e r m a n , S p a n i s h ) 

A n a t o m i c a l C h a r t s o f t h e A c u p u n c t u r e P o i n t s a n d 1 4 M e r i d i a n s ( i n E n g l i s h ) 

A n a t o m i c a l A t l a s o f C h i n e s e A c u p u n c t u r e P o i n t s ( i n E n g l i s h , F r e n c h ) 

T h e S e c o n d N a t i o n a l S y m p o s i u m o n A c u p u n c t u r e a n d M o x i b u s t i o n a n d A c u p u n c t u r e A n a e s t h e s i a 
( A b s t r a c t s ) ( i n E n g l i s h ) 

Order from your local bookseller or write to: 
CHINA INTERNATIONAL B O O K T R A D I N G C O R P . ( G U O J I SHUDIAN) 

P . O . B o x 3 9 9 , B e i j i n g , C h i n a 
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