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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS 

Power Transfer: Smooth Sailing 

by AN ZHIGUO 
Political Editor 

The most impressive aspect of 
the National Chinese Communist 
Party Conference and the 5th Plen­
ary Session of the 12th CPC Cen­
tral Committee, which concluded 
about three weeks ago, was the 
promotion of a group of younger 
Party members, who are both 
politically and professionally 
sound, to the Party's central 
leadership to supersede some re­
tired aging cadres. 

In a world where coups and 
power succession crises can 
often provoke political unrest, the 
Party's smooth and orderly transi­
tion of power has been widely ac­
claimed as a pioneering political 
move as well as an indication of 
China's political stability. 

Although somewhat limited, the 
reshuffle is spectacular when con­
sidering the composition of the 
Party Central Committee, the 
Political Bureau and. the Secre­
tariat. 

In the Central Committee, which 
holds supreme authority of the 
Party, 65 members stepped down 
from their posts. Most of these 
members, representing 18 percent 
of the total committee, are about 
70 years old. In their place, 64 
new members were promoted, all 
in their 40s and early 50s. 
Most of these new alternate and 
full members have worked for 
a few years in important positions 
and are comparatively well educat­
ed. Some hold positions in prov­
inces and autonomous regions. 

while others serve at military area 
commands and the Party, state 
and army departments. 

While the changes in the Central 
Committee are significant, the Po­
litical Bureau experienced the 
greatest turnover. Ten of the 
original 27 members have 
stepped aside, including veteran 
revolutionaries Ye Jianying, Xu 
Xiangqian, Nie Rongzhen and 
Deng Yingchao, all of whom are 
in their 80s. Their successors, Hu 
Qili, Tian Jiyun and Li Peng, are 
in their 50s, and Qiao Shi, Wu 
Xueqian and Yao Yilin are all in 
their 60s. This reduces the age of 
the present 22-member decision­
making elite to an average of 68 
years old, about five years younger 
than that of its predecessor. 

The only significant change in 
the Standing Committee of the 
Political Bureau is outgoing Ye 
Jianying. The original Standing 
Committee members, Hu Yaobang, 
Deng Xiaoping, Zhao Ziyang, Li 
Xiannian and Chen Yun, remain 
at their posts. 

With the turnover, the 44-year-
old head of the General Office of 
the Party Central Committee, 
Wang Zhaoguo, was promoted to 
the Secretariat, along with Tian 
Jiyun and Li Peng, and becomes 
the youngest in the group. In addi­
tion, two alternate members, 61-
year-old Qiao Shi and a former 
textile worker, 50-year-old Hao 
Jianxiu, were made full Secretariat 
members. Their promotion and 
the withdrawal of Xi Zhongxun, 
Gu Mu and. Yao Yilin — all in 
their 70s or late 60s — make the 
group, which handle the Central 

Committee's day-to-day work, 
more vigorous and dynamic. 

Many factors have contributed to 
the Party's smooth reshuffle. First 
and foremost is the fact that 
the Party's decision to abolish 
lifelong tenure in leading 
posts and its principle) of pro­
moting younger people who are re­
volutionary-minded and better edu­
cated have been warmly support­
ed by the people. The reshuffle 
also was made easier by the veteran 
cadres' readiness to hand down 
their important tasks to the young 
in the interest of the Party and the 
people. The third factor is the 
training of these cadres from the 
third-echelon who have both 
ability and political integrity. 

Last, but not the least, is the 
way the reshuffle has been carried 
out, representing a well-planned, 
gradual transition in which the old 
and new generations closely co­
operated. 

The shake-up, though impres­
sive, is not the end of the entire 
process. It will continue from the 
central down to the grass-roots 
level of the Party organization, as 
national construction and struc­
tural reform go on in depth. 

There has been worldwide con­
cern over whether China's current 
policies could be carried on with­
out cease. The continuity of poli­
cies depends primarily on whether 
they are correct and have popular 
support. The promotion of a group 
of young, capable policy-supporters 
to the leadership will, organiza­
tionally, guarantee political con­
tinuity. 
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n o t t h i n k a b o u t a n d r e p e n t i t s p a s t 
a g g r e s s i o n , i t m a y a g a i n f o l l o w t h e 
s a m e d i s a s t r o u s r o a d , a n d r e v e a l 
i t s a g g r e s s i v e n a t u r e — f r o m b u l ­
l y i n g s m a l l a n d w e a k n a t i o n s t o 
i n t r u d i n g i n t o o t h e r c o u n t r i e s b y 
f o r c e . T h i s s h o u l d d r a w t h e ' v i g i ­
l a n c e a n d a t t e n t i o n o f t h e J a p a n e s e 
p e o p l e . 

Kazuhiro Sakigama 
F u k u o k a , J a p a n 

October 1 4 , 1 9 8 5 5 



EVENTS AND TRENDS 

Xinjiang Proud of 30 Years of Growth 

Modern buildings have sprung up in Urumqi in recent years. On the left is the 12-storey Science and Technol­
ogy Hall. On the right is the office building of the standing committee of the regional People's Congress. 

A c o l o u r f u l p a r a d e o f m o r e t h a n 
3 0 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e o f d i f f e r e n t n a t i o n a l ­
i t i e s d o w n U r u m q i ' s m a i n s t r e e t s 
o n O c t o b e r 1 c u l m i n a t e d t h e c e l e ­
b r a t i o n s o f t h e 3 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y 
o f t h e X i n j i a n g U y g u r A u t o n o m o u s 
R e g i o n i n n o r t h w e s t C h i n a . 

T h e p a r a d e w a s p a r t o f a r a l l y 
i n t h e r e g i o n ' s c a p i t a l a t t e n d e d b y 
1 5 0 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e , i n c l u d i n g m e m b e r s 
o f a c e n t r a l g o v e r n m e n t d e l e g a t i o n 
h e a d e d b y W a n g Z h e n , v i c e - c h a i r ­
m a n o f t h e C e n t r a l A d v i s o r y C o m ­
m i s s i o n . 

T h i s r e d - l e t t e r d a y w a s d e s c r i b e d 
b y t h e p e o p l e o f X i n j i a n g as " a 
d a y o f d o u b l e h a p p i n e s s " b e c a u s e 
i t c o i n c i d e d w i t h t h e 3 6 t h a n n i v e r ­
s a r y o f t h e f o u n d i n g o f t h e P e o ­
p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a . A s d a w n 
b r o k e , p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e p a r a d e 
m a r c h e d t o w a r d s t h e c e n t r e o f t h e 
c i t y , b e a t i n g d r u m s , b l o w i n g suona 
h o r n s a n d p l a y i n g v a r i o u s o t h e r l o ­
c a l i n s t r u m e n t s . 

S o o n a f t e r t h e s t a r t o f t h e e v e n t , 
a m e s s a g e f r o m t h e C e n t r a l C o m ­

m i t t e e o f t h e C h i n e s e C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y , t h e N a t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s C o n ­
g r e s s a n d t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l w a s 
r e a d b y W a n g Z h e n , w h o l e d t h e 
a r m y i n t o t h e r e g i o n i n 1 9 4 9 . T h e 
m e s s a g e c o n g r a t u l a t e d X i n j i a n g f o r 
h a v i n g m a d e p r o g r e s s i n f i e l d s s u c h 
a s i n d u s t r y , u r b a n c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
d e f e n c e a n d e d u c a t i o n o v e r t h e 
p a s t t h r e e d e c a d e s . 

" X i n j i a n g ' s a d v a n c e m e n t s h a v e 
l a i d a s o u n d f o u n d a t i o n f o r b u i l d ­
i n g t h e r e g i o n i n t o o n e o f t h e m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t ba se s f o r t h e n a t i o n w i d e 
m o d e r n i z a t i o n p r o g r a m m e , " t h e 
m e s s a g e s a i d . W h i l e a l s o r e m a r k ­
i n g o n t h e u n i t y o f t h e r e g i o n ' s n a ­
t i o n a l i t i e s , t h e m e s s a g e s a i d f u r t h e r 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f t h e r e g i o n ' s u n i t y 
w o u l d g u a r a n t e e e c o n o m i c p r o ­
g r e s s . T h e m e s s a g e a l s o u r g e d X i n ­
j i a n g o f f i c i a l s t o b e f l e x i b l e a n d 
t a k e m e a s u r e s a p p r o p r i a t e t o l o c a l 
c o n d i t i o n s i n i t s e c o n o m i c r e f o r m s . 

A t a n a s s e m b l y a t t e n d e d t h e d a y 
b e f o r e b y 3 , 0 0 0 l o c a l o f f i c i a l s , 
W a n g Z h e n a n n o u n c e d a p a c k a g e 
o f c e n t r a ] g o v e r n m e n t p o l i c i e s de ­

s i g n e d t o g i v e X i n j i a n g a n e c o n o m ­
i c b o o s t . 

T h e s e p o l i c i e s i n c l u d e g r a n t i n g 
g r e a t e r d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g p o w e r t o 
e n t e r p r i s e s ; p r o m o t i n g m a n u f a c ­
t u r i n g ( p a r t i c u l a r l y g o o d s s o u g h t 
b y d i f f e r e n t n a t i o n a l i t i e s i n t h e r e ­
g i o n ) ; a n d e n c o u r a g i n g l o c a l a u ­
t h o r i t i e s , c o l l e c t i v e s a n d i n d i v i d ­
u a l s t o t a p m i n e r a l r e s o u r c e s a n d 
t u r n t h e r e g i o n i n t o a n i n d u s t r i a l 
b a s e o f r a w m a t e r i a l s f o r t h e e n ­
t i r e c o u n t r y . 

W a n g a l s o s u g g e s t e d t h a t X i n ­
j i a n g ' s r u r a l e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e b e 
a d j u s t e d ' s o t h a t a n i m a l h u s b a n d r y 
a n d f r u i t f a r m i n g d e v e l o p h a n d i n 
h a n d w i t h g r a i n p r o d u c t i o n . T h e s e 
t h r e e a r e a s o f e n d e a v o u r s h o u l d 
b e c o m e p i l l a r s o f t h e r e g i o n ' s a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l e c o n o m y , W a n g s a i d . 

W a n g c a l l e d f o r X i n j i a n g t o 
o p e n i t s g a t e s t i l l w i d e r t o o t h e r 
p a r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y a n d t h e w o r l d . 
U n d e r t h e g u i d a n c e o f t h e s t a t e ' s 
p o l i c i e s , X i n j i a n g s h o u l d e x p a n d 
i t s e c o n o m i c a n d t r a d e l i n k s w i t h 
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state Plan Fulfilled, Zhao Says 

neighbouring countries and re­
gions, Wang said. He added that 
steps should be taken to attract 
foreign funds to help explore coal, 
nonferrous metals, oil, natural gas 
and other mineral resources. 

Wang also asked that greater at­
tention be given to improving edu­
cation in the region, as well as to 
the training of minority people in 
management and technology. 

To support the region, Wang 
said, the state would provide the 
necessary financial assistance while 
urging Xinjiang to rely on its peo­
ple's hard work. 

Xinjiang was,liberated peaceful­
ly in August, 1949, and on October 
1, 1955, the Xinjiang Uygur Auton­
omous Region was founded. Ac­
cording to Wang Enmao, first 
secretary of the region's Party 
committee, progress made in Xin­
jiang over the past three decades 
has been remarkable. The region's 
gross agricultural output value in 
1984 topped 4.55 billion yuan, al­
most four times more than that of 
1955, and a six-fold increase over 
that of 1949. Xinjiang's previously 
fiegligible industry has grown to 
include 4,300 various enterprises 
in steel, coal, oil, power, machin­
ery, nonferrous metals, chemicals, 
textiles, tobacco and food and 
leather tanning. The region's gross 
industrial output in 1984 reached 
5.98 billion yuan, a 14.6-fold in­
crease over 1955 and 64 times over 
that of 1949. Transportation and 
communications also have made 
large strides, especially in the areas 
of highways, railways, air routes 
and pipelines. 

In the last 50 years, the number 
of colleges in the region has in­
creased from three to 14; second­
ary schools, from 79 to 2,325; and 
primary schools, from 2,014 to 
8,253. The student enrolment has 
increased from 420,000 in 1955 to 
near 3 million today. 

The number of government em­
ployees and professionals of minor-
October 14, 1985 

The targets set in the Sixth Five-
Year-Plan (1981-85) are expected 
to be met and even exceeded, said 
Premier Zhao Ziyang. 

At a reception in Beijing on 
September 30 celebrating the 36th 
anniversary of the People's Re­
public, Zhao said China's econom­
ic situation is improving and its 
task of securing a strong financial 
foothold has largely been accom­
plished. 

In his toast, Zhao said the 
Party's national conference and 
the fourth and fifth plenary ses­
sions of the 12th Central 
Committee represented a mile­
stone in the Party's history and 
succeeded in securing the con­
tinuity of the Party's line and the 
stability of the Party's collective 
leadership. "The Party will be 
better able to fulfil its historical 
mission of leading the people of 

ity ethnic backgrounds in Xinjiang 
also has increased since the found­
ing of the autonomous region. As 
of 1984 cadres of minority nationa­
lities numbered 192,000, account­
ing for 44.4 percent of the total 
number ol' local officials. The 

all nationalities in economic re­
forms and national reconstruction 
and in promoting the great cause 
of the country's reunification," 
Zhao said. 

Zhao also said that in develop­
ing the economy, China must do 
a good job in pumping new life 
into the nation's numerous enter­
prises. China also must strengthen 
its macroetonomic control over 
investments in fixed assets. 
He called on the Chinese to 
improve the economic efficiency of 
enterprises, so as to ensure sus­
tained, stable and co-ordinated 
growth of the nation's economy. 

" T o p priority will be given to 
the current economic reforms and 
its systematic delivery. We will 
lay a foundation over the next five 
years or more for a vigorous so­
cialist economic structure with 
Chinese characteristics," he said. 

number of technical personnel the 
same year was 115,000, a 45-fold 
increase over 1955. Many of the 
trained personnel in Xinjiang have 
taken leading posts in Party and 
government organizations, as well 
as in businesses. 



N e w s i n B r i e f 

A 8 5 0 - m e t r e s e c t i o n o f t h e 
G r e a t W a l l w a s o p e n e d 
r e c e n t l y i n j i x i a n C o i i n i y . 
T i a n j i n M u n i c i p a l i t y , a f t e r 
t e n m o n t h s o f r e n o v a t i o n s . 

T h e T a i p i n g z h a i s e c t i o n 
h a s o n e w a t c h t o w e r a n d s i x 
s e n l r y p o s t s , w h i c h a r c b e ­
l i e v e d t o h a v e b e e n b u i l t 
a b o u t 1 , 4 0 0 y e a r s a g o . 

» • * 

C h i n e s e d o c t o r s h a v e s u c ­
c e e d e d i n f e r t i l i z a t i o n o f a 
h u m a n e g g o u t s i d e t h e 
w o m b — a n i m p o r t a n t s t e p 
i n i l i e c o u n t r y ' s t e s t - t u b e 
b a b y r e s e a r c h , w l i i c h g o t 
u n d e r w a y l a s t y e a r . . - X f i e r 
f e r t i l i z a t i o n , t h e e i i j; , w h i c h 
w a s t a k e n f r o m a 2 9 - y e a r - o l d 
w o m a n , s p l i t i n t o t h r e e c e l l s 
w i t h i n 4 0 h o u r s a n d i n t o a 

-. d o z e n t w o d a y s l a t e r . D o c ­
t o r s a r e n o w c a r r y i n g o u t 
t e s t s f o r i m p l a n t i n g a r t i ­
f i c i a l l y f e r t i l i z e d e g g s . 

I A C h i n e s e p u b l i s h i n g 
h o u s e s p e c i a l i z i n g i n b o o k s 
b y o v e r s e a s C h i n e s e w i l l p a y 
T a i w a n a u t h o r s i n U S 

d o l l a r s , t h e o v e r s e a s e d i t i o n 
o f People's Daily r e p o r t e d . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e n e w s - : 
p a p e r , t h e p u b l i s h i n g c o m ­
p a n y t h i s y e a r w i l l p r i n t 1 2 0 
b o o k s w r i t t e n b y o v e r s e a s 
C h i n e s e , 5 3 f r o m T a i w a n . 

* * ^ •. 

N e w r e g u l a t i o n s t o p r e * 
v e n t w a t e r p o l l u t i o n w e r e 
p a s s e d r e c e n t l y b y t h e S t a n d ­
i n g C o m m i i l e e o f t h e B e i j i n g 
M u n i c i p a l F ' e o p l e ' s C o n ­
g r e s s . U n d e r t h e n e w l a w , 
n o c o n s t r u c t i o n p t o j e c t s 
l i k e l y t o c a u s e p o l l u t i o n w i l l 
b e a l l o w e d n e a r a s o u r c e o f 
d r i n k i n g w a t e r . 

T h e r e g i o n ' s a c h i e v e m e n t s h a v e 
b e e n a t t r i b u t e d t o s o u n d l e a d e r s h i p 
a n d a t t e n t i o n o f t h e P a r t y C e n t r a l 
C o m m i t t e e a n d t h e S t a t e , a n d 
t o t h e v i g o r o u s a i d o f t h e P e o ­
p l e ' s L i b e r a t i o n A r m y a n d t h e 
t h e r e s t o f t h e c o u n t r y . F r o m 1 9 5 0 
t o 1 9 8 4 , t h e c e n t r a l g o v e r n m e n t 
s u b s i d i z e d t h e r e g i o n w i t h 1 5 . 4 b i l ­
l i o n y u a n i n f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e 
a n d i n v e s t e d 1 4 . 4 b i l l i o n y u a n i n 
t h e r e g i o n ' s c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

W h i l e a s s e s s i n g i t s a c h i e v e ­
m e n t s , t h e s e c r e t a r y c a l l e d o n X i n ­
j i a n g ' s o f f i c i a l s t o " w o r k h a r d , 
m a k i n g e v e n g r e a t e r s u c c e s s i n 
s o c i a l i s t m o d e r n i z a t i o n a n d b r i n g 
p r o s p e r i t y t o t h e r e g i o n . " 

Baoshan Paves Way 

For Modernization 

A t a t i m e w h e n s t e e l m i l l s i n t h e 
W e s t a r e s l a s h i n g p r o d u c t i o n t o 
s u i t t h e d w i n d l i n g d e m a n d s o f a 
" s u n s e t i n d u s t r y , " w o r k e r s a t 
t h e B a o s h a n I r o n a n d S t e e l C o m ­
p l e x i n S h a n g h a i c e l e b r a t e d a s 
t h e i r f a c t o r y t u r n e d o u t i t s f i r s t 
p r o d u c t s l a s t m o n t h . T h e e v e n t i n ­
d i c a t e d t h e b e g i n n i n g o f a r o b u s t 
t a k e o f f f o r t h e C h i n e s e s t e e l i n ­
d u s t r y . 

T h e l a r g e s t a n d m o s t c o s t l y 
p r o j e c t e v e r u n d e r t a k e n i n C h i n a , 
B a o s h a n S t e e l i s m o d e l l e d a f t e r 
t w o o f J a p a n ' s f a c t o r i e s b e l i e v e d t o 
b e a m o n g t h e b e s t i n t h e w o r l d ' s 
s t e e l i n d u s t r y . T h e t w o - p h a s e c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n o n t h e 1 2 - s q u a r e - k i l o -
m e t r e i r o n a n d s t e e l " t o w n " a t t h e 
C h a n g j i a n g ( Y a n g t z e ) R i v e r 
e s t u a r y b e g a n o n D e c e r h b e r 2 3 , 
1 9 7 8 . T h e f i r s t s t a g e , w h i c h h a s 

j u s t e n d e d , w i l l e n a b l e B a o s h a n 
t o p u t i t s J a p a n e s e a n d G e r m a n 
e q u i p m e n t a n d t e c h n o l o g y i n t o 
o p e r a t i o n , p r o d u c i n g 3 m i l l i o n 
t o n s o f i r o n a n d 3 . 1 2 m i l l i o n t o n s 
o f s t e e l e v e r y y e a r . F o l l o w i n g t h e 
c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e s e c o n d p h a s e o f 
c o n s t r u c t i o n a r o u n d 1 9 9 0 , t h e 

c o m p l e x w i l l m e n b e g i n o p e r a t i n g 
a t f u l l c a p a c i t y , b o o s t i n g C h i n a ' s 
s t e e l o u t p u t b y s e v e r a l m i l l i o n t o n s . 

T h e m a m m o t h p r o j e c t w a s d e ­
s i g n e d t o m e e t C h i n a ' s m o d e r n i z a ­
t i o n n e e d s . S t e e l o u t p u t i n C h i n a 
a v e r a g e s a m e a g r e 0 . 0 4 t o n p e r 
c a p i t a , m o r e t h a n 2 0 t i m e s l e s s 
t h a n J a p a n ' s a v e r a g e . I n t e r m s o f 
q u a l i t y a s w e l l , C h i n e s e s t e e l p r o d ­
u c t s l a g w e l l b e h i n d t h o s e o f t h e 
W e s t ' s s t e e l - p r o d u c i n g n a t i o n s . 
E a c h y e a r C h i n a s p e n d s s e v e r a l 
b i l l i o n U S d o l l a r s o n i m p o r t e d 
s t e e l p r o d u c t s a t p r i c e s t h a t i n 
1 9 8 4 a l o n e r o s e f r o m U S $ 1 , 0 0 0 t o 
U S $ 1 , 8 0 0 p e r t o n . A s t h e m o d e r ­
n i z a t i o n p r o c e s s a d v a n c e s , t h e 
C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t h a s b e e n 
f a c e d w i t h a d i f f i c u l t c h o i c e — 
w h e t h e r t o c o n t i n u e b u y i n g t h e 
" e g g s " — b a t c h e s a f t e r b a t c h e s o f 
f o r e i g n s t e e l , o r t o s o l v e t h e p r o b ­
l e m b y b u y i n g a " h e n " w h i c h 
w o u l d l a y t h e " e g g s . " 

C h i n a c h o s e t h e s e c o n d w a y o u t 
b y s t a r t i n g i t s " h e n " — t h e B a o ­
s h a n c o m p l e x . T h e r e a s o n f o r t h e 
d e c i s i o n w a s j u s t i f i e d , b u t t h e 
t i m i n g w a s n o t . W h e n t h e d e c i s i o n 
w a s m a d e i n 1 9 7 7 , t h e d e c a d e - l o n g 
c h a o s o f t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " 
w a s j u s t e n d i n g a n d t h e c o u n t r y 
w a s s t r u g g l i n g a l o n g t h e b r i n k o f 
b a n k r u p t c y . T h e w h o p p i n g 2 0 
b i l l i o n y u a n — a v e r a g i n g 2 0 y u a n 
p e r C h i n e s e — w a s t h e n w e l l 
b e y o n d t h e s t a t e ' s f i n a n c i a l r e a c h . 

T h e p r o b l e m w a s c o m p o u n d e d 
b y a m i s c a l c u l a t i o n o f t h e c o s t s . 
A t f i r s t i t w a s e s t i m a t e d t h a t t h e 
p r o j e c t n e e d e d t o i m p o r t 2 8 0 , 0 0 0 
t o n s o f J a p a n e s e e q u i p m e n t a t 
U S $ 4 , 0 0 0 p e r t o n . A v i s i t i n g C h i ­
n e s e d e l e g a t i o n i n J a p a n , h o w e v e r , 
w a s s h o c k e d t o l e a r n t h a t 5 7 0 , 0 0 0 
t o n s o f e q u i p m e n t w e r e n e e d e d 
a n d t h a t t h e p r i c e p e r t o n h a d s h o t 
u p t o U S $ 6 , 5 0 0 . T h e C h i n e s e h a d 
n o a l t e r n a t i v e b u t t o i n c r e a s e t h e 
i n v e s t m e n t . 

G e t t i n g t h e h u g e s u m s o f m o n e y 
n e e d e d w a s o b v i o u s l y a d i f f i c u l t 
t a s k . W h e n C h i n a s t a r t e d t o e n ­
f o r c e t i g h t f i s c a l p o l i c i e s a t t h e 
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end of 1980, construction in Bao-
shan came to an abrupt halt. Plan­
ners were already considering ways 
to write the project off at minimal 
losses. Officials soon discovered, 
however, that abandoning the proj­
ect would be costly, considering 
the amount of money they would 
have to pay the Japanese as com­
pensation for scrapping the con­
tracts and to maintain the moun­
tains of equipment already shipped 
in. 

After carefully weighing the 
pros and cons, the State Council 
decided to press on with the proj­
ect, and construction was resum­
ed in August 1981 at a reduced 
speed. 

The location of the giant steel 
complex also was once the centre 
of controversy. Many argued that 
Shanghai's alluvial topography was 
too soft and that it would be ex­
pensive to drive steel piles into the 
earth to prop up the heavy equip­
ment. But the advantages of the 
location in Shanghai soon became 
evident. First, the riverside location 
makes transportation convenient 
and cheap, since 97 percent of the 
raw materials — much from over­
seas — and 70 percent of the prod­
ucts will be shipped by boat ins­
tead of by train. Second, Shanghai, 
with its advanced technology and 
a large contingent of experts and 

professionals, is the only city in 
China capable of undertaking a 
complicated project where ~ one 
false step could mean huge finan­
cial losses. This has been borne 
out in Baoshan's seven years of 
painstaking, and sometimes uncer­
tain, development. 

Baoshan has, for example, bene­
fited from the wisdom of a Shang­
hai " think t ank" — an advisory 
group of about 30 professors and 
engineers. 

To build the complex's raw ma­
terial yard, a blueprint provided 
by the Japanese called for the use 
of 162,000 steel piles at a cost of 80 
million yuan. But members of the 
"think tank," after repeated surveys 
and calculations, cut the number 
of piles by 60,000, without en­
dangering the quality of the struc­
ture and saving 30 million yuan. 

When displacement occurred 
among the piles already driven in 
1980, giving rise to the rumour that 
the project was in danger of sink­
ing into the Yangtze, a Shang­
hai engineer vetoed an expensive 
foreign plan and successfully rem­
edied the situation at a much 
lower cost. In 1978, the Japanese 
asked an exorbitant price for a 
200-metre-high steel chimney need­
ed for Baoshan's sintering plant. 
A Changsha engineer designed a 

A glimpse of Baoshan Steel. 

different chimney, which was 
erected for 7 million yuan less than 
that offered by the Japanese. 

These examples epitomize a na­
tion determined to make its largest 
construction project work. "So 
much is at stake," said Zhu Erpei, 
a chief administrator at Baoshan. 
"We cannot afford to fail in this 
endeavour." 

For seven years the immense 
project has employed 60,000 
workers from China's eight major 
metallurgical construction com­
panies. Some 1,800 universities, 
research centres and steel plants 
also have done their bit by sending 
their best engineers and experts, 
and 180 of them have undertaken 
to train technicians, managers and 
skilled workers who will man the 
complex once it comes into full 
operation. More than 10 million 
tons of sand and stone have been 
brought to the site from neighbour­
ing provinces; and coal mines in 
the north have sent only their best 
coal. This nationwide co-operation 
has helped ensure the project's 
smooth progress. 

Despite the co-operation, how­
ever, Baoshan's economic results 
for the time being are far from 
satisfactory. The output of the 
plants already commissioned 
during the first-phase construction 
is very limited, and China still has 
to make up for its shortage of steel 
with imports. Only when Baoshan 
finishes its second-phase construc­
tion will China be largely self-
sufficient in the area of high-grade 
steel product. 

But the significance of Baoshan 
Steel is not limited to its sheer size 
and output. As a synthesis of the 
world's best steel-making technol­
ogy from the 1970s, the complex 
will serve as a pilot case, guiding 
the modernization of China's steel 
industry. That is probably why 
Deng Xiaoping, in a message to 
the factory, urged Baoshan workers 
to "be good at studying and master-
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C h i n a & t h e W o r l d 

China, Grenada Establish 
Diplomatic Relations 

G r e n a d a b e c a m e t h e 131s t 
n a t i o n i n t h e w o r l d t o e s t a b ­
l i s h d i p l o m a t i c r e l a t i o n s w i t h 
C h i n a a t t h e a m b a s s a d o r i a l 
l e v e l o n O c t o b e r 1 . 1 9 8 5 . 

Congratulations to Ryzhikov 

P r e m i e r Z h a o Z i y a n g 
r e c e n t l y c o n g r a t u l a t e d N i k o ­
l a i R y z h i k o v o n h i s a p p o i n t ­
m e n t t o t h e p o s t o f c h a i r m a n 
o f t h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s 
o f t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . 

I n a m e s s a g e t o t h e n e w 
S o v i e t l e a d e r Z h a o w i s h e d 
R y z h j k o v f u t u r e s u c c e s s , a n d 
e x p r e s s e d t h e h o p e t h a t S i n o -
S o v i e t r e l a t i o n s w o u l d i m ­
p r o v e a n d d e v e l o p c o n -
t i r i u u u s l y i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
t h e l i v e P r i n c i p l e s o f P e a c e ­
f u l C o e x i s t e n c e . 

Deng Blasts 'Star Wars' 

D e n g X i a o p i n g s a i d o n 
O c t o b e r 5 t h a t C h i n a i s 
a g a i n s t a n y s u p e r p o w e r e n ­
g a g e d i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
s p a c e w e a p o n s . 

S p e a k i n g a t a m e e t i n g 
w i t h F r a n z - J o s e f S t r a u s s , 
m i n i s t e r - p r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
F e d e r a l G e r m a n s t a t e o f 
H a v a r i a a n d c h a i r m a n o f 
t h a t c o u n t r y ' s C h r i s t i a n S o ­
c i a l U n i o n , D e n g s a i d t h e 
• ' s t a r w a r s " p l a n s y m b o l i z e s 

i n g n e w t e c h n o l o g y , m o r e i m p o r ­
t a n t l y , b e g o o d a t c r e a t i n g n e w 
t h i n g s . " 

China Encouraging 
Growth in Tourism 

C h i n a i s t a k i n g t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f i t s t o u r i s t i n d u s t r y s e r i o u s l y , a s 
s e e n b y t h e n a t i o n ' s o b s e r v a n c e o f 
W o r l d T o u r i s m D a y , f a l l i n g 
o f f i c i a l l y o n S e p t e m b e r 2 7 . 

A s p a r t o f t h e c e l e b r a t i o n t h e 
S t a t e T o u r i s m A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n ­
v i t e d a g r o u p o f f o r e i g n g u e s t s o n 
a t o u r o f t h e n e w l y b u i l t G r a n d 
V i e w G a r d e n i n s o u t h w e s t B e i j i n g , 
d e s i g n e d t o r e s e m b l e a s t r u c t u r e 
o f t h e s a m e n a m e i n t h e c l a s s i c 
C h i n e s e n o v e l . The Dream of Red 
Mansions. A t t h e i n v i t a t i o n o f t h e 
C h i n a I n t e r n a t i o n a l T r a v e l S e r v i c e 
( C I T S ) , a s t u d y g r o u p r e p r e s e n t i n g 
19 t o u r i s m s e r v i c e s f r o m 9 c o u n ­
t r i e s i n S e p t e m b e r a l s o v i s i t e d 
L h a s a , T i b e t ' s c a p i t a l . 

P r e s i d e n t L i X i a n n i a n w r o t e a 
m e s s a g e , t o t h e W o r l d T o u r i s m 
O r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e f o u n d e r o f 
W o r l d T o u r i s m D a y , f o r i t s e f f o r t s 
i n " d e v e l o p i n g t o u r i s m , p r o m o t i n g 
f r i e n d s h i p , b r i n g i n g a b o u t e c o ­
n o m i c c o - o p e r a t i o n a n d s a f e g u a r d ­
i n g w o r l d p e a c e . " 

T o u r i s m i n C h i n a h a s b e e n 
g r o w i n g a t a n a n n u a l r a t e o f a b o u t 
3 0 p e r c e n t i n t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s , 
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e S t a t e T o u r i s m 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . A r e c o r d 8 . 9 7 m i l ­
l i o n o v e r s e a s t o u r i s t s , i n c l u d i n g 8 . 3 
m i l l i o n c o m p a t r i o t s f r o m H o n g ­
k o n g a n d M a c a o , v i s i t e d C h i n a i n 
t h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h i s y e a r , 5 9 p e r ­
c e n t m o r e t h a n i n t h e s a m e p e r i o d 
l a s t y e a r . T h e t o u r i s t s i n c l u d e d 
a b o u t 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 J a p a n e s e , t h e l a r g e s t 
g r o u p a m o n g a l l f o r e i g n v i s i t o r s . 
T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s r a n k e d s e c o n d 
w i t h m o r e t h a n 1 1 0 , 0 0 0 v i s i t o r s t o 

C h i n a . T h e b u r g e o n i n g t o u r i s t 
t r a d e b o o s t e d C h i n a ' s f o r e i g n e x ­
c h a n g e i n c o m e b y 2 0 . 1 p e r c e n t t o 
U S $ 5 6 0 m i l l i o n i n t h e f i r s t s i x 
m o n t h s o f t h i s y e a r , as c o m p a r e d 
w i t h t h e s a m e p e r i o d o f 1 9 8 4 . 

A g o v e r n m e n t o f f i c i a l s a i d t h e 
r a p i d g r o w t h o f t o u r i s m i n C h i n a 
c o u l d b e a t t r i b u t e d m a i n l y t o t h e 
c o u n t r y ' s o p e n p o l i c y , w h i c h " h a s 
a t t r a c t e d m o r e a r i d m o r e f o r e i g n e r s 
a n d o v e r s e a s C h i n e s e t o C h i n a f o r 
b u s i n e s s a n d t r a v e l . " T h e s a t i s f a c ­
t o r y s o l u t i o n o f H o n g k o n g ' s f u ­
t u r e , t h e o f f i c i a l s a i d , h a s a l s o 
c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e g r o w t h o f i n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l t o u r i s m i n C h i n a . T h e 
o f f i c i a l s a i d C h i n a ' s t o u r i s t . i n ­
d u s t r y w o u l d h a v e d e v e l o p e d m o r e 
r a p i d l y i f p r e s e n t p r o b l e m s , s u c h 
as t r a f f i c c o n g e s t i o n , h o t e l s h o r t 
ages a n d p o o r m a n a g e m e n t , h a d 
b e e n e l i m i n a t e d . 

T o i m p r o v e i t s s e r v i c e , t h e C I T S 
h a s t a k e n a s e r i e s o f m e a s u r e s . 
T h e s e i n c l u d e d u p g r a d i n g t h e s k i l l s 
o f i t s g u i d e s a n d i n t e r p r e t e r s b y 
h o l d i n g t r a i n i n g c l a s s e s d u r i n g t h e 
o f f - s e a s o n s a n d b y r e q u i r i n g s t i f f e r 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r e m p l o y m e n t w i t h 
t h e s e r v i c e . 

A n u m b e r o f h o t e l s a r e n o w 
u n d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n i n B e i j i n g , 
S h a n g h a i , X i a n , G u i l i n a n d o t h e r 
m a j o r c i t i e s . A s a r e s u l t , f o r e i g n ­
e r s w h o w a n t t o v i s i t B e i j i n g a n d 
S h a n g h a i w i l l b e a b l e t o b o o k 
h o t e l r o o m s i n a d v a n c e n e x t y e a r . 
A d v a n c e b o o k i n g s h a v e n o w o n l y 
b e e n a v a i l a b l e a t s o m e j o i n - v e n t u r e 
h o t e l s i n C h i n a . N e w a i r r o u t e s 
b e t w e e n C h i n a ' s l a r g e c i t i e s a l s o 
h a v e h e l p e d a l l e v i a t e a i r - t r a f f i c 
c o n g e s t i o n . 

B y t h e e n d o f S e p t e m b e r , C h i n a 
h a d o p e n e d n e a r l y 2 7 0 c i t i e s a n d 
s c e n i c s p o t s t o o v e r s e a s t o u r i s t s ; 
m o r e t h a n 1 0 0 o f t h e m a l l o w d i r e c t 
o r i m m e d i a t e t o u r s . T o u r i s t b u ­
r e a u s , a g e n c i e s a n d c o m p a n i e s a t 
p r o v i n c i a l l e v e l h a v e b e e n a u t h o r i z ­
e d t o m a k e t r a v e l a r r a n g e m e n t s 
d i r e c t l y w i t h f o r e i g n e r s . 

t h e e s c a l a t i o n o f t h e n u c l e a r 
a r m s r a c e b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
»i!perix)wers. D e q g s a i d C h i ­
n a , t h e F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c o f 

> G e r m a n y a n d K u r o p e a s a 
w h o l e s h o u l d c o n t i n u e t o a c t 
a s a f o r c e f o r p e a c e a n d 
c h e c k i n g w p r l d w a r . 
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INTERNATIONAL 

Soviet Union 

Moscow's Diplomatic Initiative 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev's trip to France is seen 
by many as a diplomatic drive aimed at provoking discord 
between Western Europe and the United States. 

b y M A W E I M I N 

A S m a n y p e o p l e h a d e x p e c t e d , 
S o v i e t l e a d e r M i k h a i l G o r ­

b a c h e v ' s f o u r - d a y v i s i t t o F r a n c e 
w a s n o t e n t i r e l y d e s i g n e d t o e n ­
h a n c e b i l a t e r a l r e l a t i o n s . R a t h e r , 
s o m e s a y , i t w a s a c a l c u l a t e d S o ­
v i e t m o v e , c o m i n g o n l y w e e k s 
b e f o r e t h e U S - S o v i e t s u m m i t i n 
G e n e v a n e x t m o n t h , a i m e d a t 
s p l i t t i n g t h e W e s t e r n a l l i a n c e o n 
t h e i s s u e o f n u c l e a r d i s a r m a m e n t . 

T h e S o v i e t d i p l o m a t i c i n i t i a t i v e , 
f r o m w h a t G o r b a c h e v s a i d i n 
P a r i s , i n c l u d e s t h e f o l l o w i n g 
p o i n t s : 

— T h e S o v i e t U n i o n i s r e a d y t o 
r e a c h a n a g r e e m e n t o n t h e d e p l o y ­
m e n t o f i n t e r m e d i a t e - r a n g e m i s s i l e s 
i n E u r o p e w i t h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
t h a t i s n o t d i r e c t l y l i n k e d w i t h 
s p a c e a n d s t r a t e g i c a r m s . 

— M o s c o w i s w i l l i n g t o o p e n 
d i r e c t n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h F r a n c e 
a n d B r i t a i n o n t h e i r n u c l e a r f o r c e s . 

— T h e S o v i e t U n i o n w o u l d , i n 
t h e n e x t t w o m o n t h s , d i s m a n t l e 
a d d i t i o n a l S o v i e t S S - 2 0 m i s s i l e s 
t h a t w e r e d e p l o y e d i n E a s t e r n 
E u r o p e o n e y e a r a g o . T h e t o t a l 
n u m b e r o f S S - 2 0 s i n E a s t e r n E u ­
r o p e i s n o w 2 4 3 , t h e n u m b e r 
d e p l o y e d b e f o r e t h e S o v i e t U n i o n 
b r o u g h t i n e x t r a m i s s i l e s l a s t y e a r . 
T h e S o v i e t c o u n t e r - m e a s u r e s t a r g e t ­
e d a t U n i t e d S t a t e s t e r r i t o r y w o u l d 
r e m a i n e f f e c t i v e . 

— T h e S o v i e t U n i o n i s r e a d y t o 
a b i d e b y a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g o n t h e n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n 

o f c h e m i c a l w e a p o n s a n d t o m a k e 
e f f o r t s t o w a r d s m a k i n g C e n t r a l 
E u r o p e a n o n - c h e m i c a l w e a p o n s 
z o n e . 

— T h e S o v i e t s w o u l d c a l l f o r 
m o r e c o n s t r u c t i v e t i e s b e t w e e n 
t h e C o u n c i l f o r M u t u a l E c o n o m i c 
A s s i s t a n c e ( C O M E C O N ) a n d t h e 
E u r o p e a n E c o n o m i c C o m m u n i t y 
( E E C ) . 

— A p r o v i s i o n a l s e t t l e m e n t 
c o u l d b e r e a c h e d b e t w e e n t h e W a r ­
s a w P a c t a n d t h e N o r t h A t l a n t i c 
T r e a t y O r g a n i z a t i o n ( W A T O ) m 
o r d e r t o e a s e t h e c o n f r o n t a t i o n b e ­
t w e e n t h e t w o m i l i t a r y b l o c s . 

T h e S o v i e t l e a d e r a l s o p r o ­
p o s e d a 5 0 p e r c e n t c u t i n b o t h 
S o v i e t a n d U S s t r a t e g i c n u c l e a r 
a r m s , a n d a t o t a l b a n o n o f f e n s i v e 
s p a c e w e a p o n s . 

R e a c t i o n s t o t h e s e s t a t e m e n t s 
a n d p r o p o s a l s f r o m F r a n c e a n d 
o t h e r W e s t E u r o p e a n c o u n t r i e s 
w e r e i m m e d i a t e , v a r i e d a n d c a u ­
t i o n s . T h e F r e n c h n e w s p a p e r Le 
Monde s a i d t h e p r o p o s a l s c o n t a i n ­
e d s o m e p r u d e n t e l e m e n t s n e c e s ­
s a r y f o r r e s u m i n g d i a l o g u e s . 
F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r H a n s - D i e t r i c h 
G e n s c h e r o f t h e F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c 
o f G e r m a n y d e s c r i b e d t h e p r o ­
p o s a l s a s " i n t e r e s t i n g . " B e l g i a n 
F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r L e o T i n d e m a n s 
s a i d t h e y r e p r e s e n t e d " a p o s i t i v e 
s t e p . " T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s s a i d 
G o r b a c h e v ' s e n t i r e a r m s - c o n t r o l 
p a c k a g e r e p r e s e n t e d " a c h a n g e i n 
t h e i r ( t h e S o v i e t s ) p o s i t i o n , " a n d 
c o u l d s e r v e as a b a s i s f o r U S -
S o v i e t t a l k s . 

B u t m a n y o b s e r v e r s t r i e d t o 
a v o i d c o m m e n t i n g o n t h e t r u e 
m e a n i n g o f t h e S o v i e t p r o p o s a l s 
a n d t h e i r p o s s i b l e i m p a c t o n f u t u r e 
E a s t - W e s t r e l a t i o n s . 

T h e c o r e o f t h e S o v i e t i n i t i a t i v e 
i s i t s a r m s r e d u c t i o n p r o p o s a l s t o 
W a s h i n g t o n , a n d M o s c o w ' s s t a t e ­
m e n t t h a t i t h o p e s t o h o l d s e p a r a t e 
n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h L o n d o n a n d 
P a r i s c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r n u c l e a r 
a r s e n a l s . 

I n a n i n d i r e c t r e f e r e n c e t o 
G o r b a c h e v ' s p r o p o s a l , U S P r e s ­
i d e n t R o n a l d R e a g a n , c a m p a i g n ­
i n g o n - b e h a l f o f f e l l o w R e ­
p u b l i c a n s i n N e w J e r s e y o n O c t o ­
b e r 4 , v o w e d t o c o n t i n u e p u r s u i n g 
h i s s t r a t e g i c d e f e n s e i n i t i a t i v e , 
c o m m o n l y k n o w n a s " S t a r W a r s " 
p r o g r a m m e , s a y i n g t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s i s " s e e k i n g t o d i s c u s s w i t h 
t h e S o v i e t s i n G e n e v a t h e v i t a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n s t r a t e g i c o f ­
f e n s e a n d d e f e n c e . " T h i s s t a t e ­
m e n t f o r c e d o b s e r v e r s t o q u e s t i o n , 
o n c e a g a i n , i f M o s c o w a n d 
W a s h i n g t o n w i l l s o o n b e a b l e t o 
m a k e a n y p r o g r e s s i n s l a s h i n g 
t h e i r n u c l e a r a r s e n a l s a n d b a n n i n g 
s p a c e w e a p o n s . 

F r e n c h P r e s i d e n t F r a n c o i s M i t ­
t e r r a n d r e j e c t e d t h e S o v i e t o f f e r 
t o b e g i n s e p a r a t e t a l k s w i t h t h e 
F r e n c h o n n u c l e a r a r m s , s a y i n g 
F r a n c e a c t u a l l y p o s s e s s e s n o 
m e d i u m - r a n g e m i s s i l e s a n d i t s 
n u c l e a r a r s e n a l i s s o s m a l l t h e r e 
i s n o m a r g i n f o r n e g o t i a t i o n . 

" F r a n c e h a s n o l e e w a y , " M i t ­
t e r r a n d s a i d . " O u r p r o b l e m i s t o 
r e m a i n j u s t a t t h e m i n i m u m 
t h r e s h o l d f o r c r e d i b i l i t y w i t h o u t 
m o v i n g i n t o a n a d d i t i o n a l a r m s 
r a c e . T h e r e f o r e , F r a n c e i s l i m i t e d 
i n h e r m a r g i n t o m a n o e u v r e . " 

I n L o n d o n , a B r i t i s h s p o k e s m a n 
s a i d B r i t a i n w o u l d b e p r e p a r e d t o 
r e c o n s i d e r • i t s n u c l e a r d e t e r r e n c e 
o n l y a f t e r t h e t w o s u p e r p o w e r s 
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have negotiated substantial reduc­
tions of their nuclear arsenals. 

The French press generally held 
that the real intention behind the 
Soviet diplomatic drive was to 
draw Western Europe away from 
the United States. They noted 
that Gorbachev chose Paris as 
the site to launch the initiative be­
cause France has a great deal of 
influence on West European poli­
tics, it has shown a strong inde­
pendent streak towards Washing­
ton and, in particular, because it 
takes exception to Reagan's "Star 
Wars" programme. 

One of Gorbachev's basic aims 
was to win points with France on 
the American strategic defence in­
itiative. But Mitterrand told his 
guest that France would not par­
ticipate in an arms race in outer 
space and that the issue was left 
for discussion by the United 
States and the Soviet Union. 

Gorbachev's proposal to con­
tain the number of SS-20s in 
Europe at the June 1984 level, ob­
servers say, was made with the 
Netherlands in mind, for the 
Dutch will decide whether to in­
stall US Pershing missiles on its 
territory next month. The Dutch 
have said they will forgo deploy­
ment if the number of the Soviet 
SS-20 missiles is kept at that level 
— 243 in total. 

All signs indicate that Moscow 
is trying hard to win over West­
ern Europe before the US-Soviet 
summit next month in Geneva. 
Washington also has been doing 
the same thing. Both are trying 
to put the other in a less favour­
able position and force the other 
to make concessions. But this 
is not the way to ease interna­
tional tensions, professing the de­
sire to keep a nuclear balance be­
tween the two while actually aim­
ing to gain superiority over the 
other. And it is neigher fair nor 
possible for the two superpowers 

to ask other countries to reduce 
their small arsenals while they 
themselves — each with a nuclear 
capability that can destory the 

by NAN JU 

ON the morning of October 1 six 
Israeli warplanes bombed the 

PLO headquarters in Tunisia, kill­
ing at least 60 people, injuring an­
other 100 and turning the PLO's 
fortress-like complex into a pile of 
rubble. 

Yasser Arafat, chairman of the 
PLO Executive Committee and his 
top aides were not hurt in the at­
tack, which the Israeli military 
said was a reprisal for the killing 
last week of three Israelis on their 
yacht in Larnaca, Cyprus. A man 
who said he was from the PLO's 
"Force 17" telephoned a Western 

other. And it is neither fair nor 
yet turned their numerous arms 
control proposals into more than 
just rhetoric. 

wire service in Jerusalem that day 
to claim responsibility for the 
Cyprus attack. The PLO in Cy­
prus, however, denied involvement 
in the killing. 

Arafat denounced the Israeli air 
raid as "official terrorism" and 
vowed Palestinians would respond. 
He also accused the United States 
of collusion in the attack, saying 
"it was obvious and clear the Is­
raelis were helped by American 
stations. . . by American bases, by 
the American fleet, the 6th Fleet, 
by Americans in the Mediterranean 
Sea." 

As reported by Agence France 
Presse, Israel's ambassador to 
France denied the claims that the 

A rescue team searching the rubble for victims of the October 1 bombing 
of PLO headquarters in Tunisia. 

Tunisia 
Air Raid Condemned Worldwide 
The Palestine Liberation Organization has accused the 
United States of complicity in an Israeli-led bombing raid 
on PLO headquarters in Tunisia in which at least 60 peo­
ple died. 
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United States was involved in the 
attack. Ambassador Ovadia Soffer 
called the accusations "fantasies" 
and said the United States was in­
formed of the attack "afterwards." 

In Washington, President Rea­
gan and Secretary of State George 
Shultz appeared to be at odds over 
the Israeli raid. On October 1, Rea­
gan said the Israelis had the right 
to retaliate against what the White 
House called terrorist attacks and 
had chosen the right target. Shultz, 
however, speaking to ministers 
from the six-nation Gulf Co-opera­
tion Council at the United Nations, 
said there was no justification for 
the raid. 

The Israeli raid, 1,400 kilome­
tres from Tel Aviv, is the first such 
long-distance venture for the Israe­
li military against the PLO. Israel 
sent paratroopers more than 3,800 
kilometres to Uganda's Entebbe 
Airport in 1976 to free Israeli hos­
tages. 

With 14 votes in favour and the 
United States abstaining, on Octo­
ber 4 the UN Security Council 
adopted a resolution condemning 
"the act of armed aggression per­
petrated by Israel against Tunisian 
territory." 

The resolution (No. 573). adopt­
ed after the council met in four 
emergency sessions, demands that 
Israel refrain from such aggression 
and from threatening countries or 
organizations with such actions. 

Tunisia originally submitted a 
draft resolution, strongly condem­
ning Israel, demanding Israel com­
pensate for the damage it caused 
and asking the council to take 
measures to prevent such incidents 
in the future. That draft, 
however, was unacceptable to the 
United States, the only one in the 
council to defend Israel's action. 

Egypt, the only Arab state to 
have diplomatic relations with 
Israel, announced it was suspend­
ing talks with Israel over the dis­

puted Taba enclave, an Israeli-
held patch of land on the gulf of 
Aqaba, in protest of what it 
described as the "cr iminal" Israeli 
bombing. 

King Hussein of Jordan, who 
was in Washington at the time of 
attack, condemned the raid and 
said it would endanger efforts to 
bring the Palestinians to the peace 
talks. 

International organizations such 
as the Organization of African 
Unity, the European Economic 
Community and the Arab League, 
also strongly condemned the raid. 

As Israel was roundly condemn­
ed, the Reagan administration shar-

by ZHU MANTING 

ONE day after Panama's Presi­
dent Nicolas Ardito Barletta 

resigned on September 27 because 
of his growing unpopularity 
among the military, and because 
of a dispute with the governing 
coalition over economic policies, 
Vice-President Eric Arturo Del-
valle was sworn in as Panama's 
new president. 

Ardito Barletta, 48, resigned 
after serving less than one year 
of his often embattled five-year 
term as Panama's leader. Criti­
cized by supporters and opponents 
for what they saw as a lack of a 
power base and of political ex­
perience, he encountered difficul­
ties from early on in his presi­
dency. 

Along with his problems with 

pened its response to the bombing, 
calling it "understandable" but "de­
plorable" and contrary to US ob­
jectives of seeking a peaceful Mid­
dle East. Washington had pre­
viously defended the raid as a legi­
timate response and expression of 
"self-defence" to a terrorist attack. 

Tunisian President Habib Bour-
guiba castigated the United 
States for its "negative and unex­
pected" support for the raid. 

Analysts in Washington say the 
White House's shift is aimed at co­
ordinating the news of administra­
tion officials and avoiding harm­
ing US-Tunisian ties and the Mid­
dle East talks. 

the military, Ardito Barletta, a for­
mer vice-president of the World 
Bank, met with increasing opposi­
tion from labour and business 
groups who faulted him for his 
economic policies in dealing with 
Panama's US$4 billion foreign 
debt. Leaders of the major par­
ties in the ruling National Demo­
cratic Alliance also clashed with 
Ardito Barletta over fiscal matters, 
and in a communique issued after 
the resignation, said the resigna­
tion could be attributed to dif­
ferences with the coalition over 
which "economic policies and 
mode of development" the govern­
ment should adopt. 

After his September 28 inau­
guration. President Arturo Del-
valle heard an appeal by Panama's 
largest trade union, the National 
Committee of Labour Organiza­
tions, asking him to rework the 

P a n a m a 

President Resigns Amid Controversy 
The recent resignation of Nicolas Ardito Barletta, 48, is 
seen by many as the likely conclusion to a less-than-
glorious tenure as the Central American nation's pre­
sident. 
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country's International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) repayment policies. 

As one of the Ardito Barletta 
administration's most pressing 
problems, the portion of Panama's 
debt due for repayment this year 
alone is US$700 million. The 
Panamanian economy, never very 
vital, however, has continued to 
deteriorate year after year, making 
repayment plans particular bur­
densome. With the turbulence of 
Central America in general and 
the slowing of the economic re­
covery in the West, prospects for 
Panama's service industries, 
which are the nation's main source 
of revenue, are gloomy. In addi­
tion, the nation is also confronted 
with a deficit of US$100 million 
this year. 

Barletta's controversial IMF 
policy centred on rearranging re­
payment by reducing the huge 
deficits, an approach favoured by 
the International Monetary Fund. 
In order to achieve the deficit re­
ductions, last November, Ardito 
Barletta instituted a series of un­
popular reforms, which called for 
reducing government expendi­
tures, freezing wages of the gov­
ernment employees and raising 
taxes. The austerity measures 
were opposed not only by bussi-
ness people and bureaucrats, but 
also by workers. Last November 
President Ardito Barletta was 
forced to repeal his unpopular-
tax law after 150,000 of Pa­
nama's two million people took 
to the streets in an unprecedented 
protest, the size of which has not 
been seen in Panama in recent 
years. 

Barletta's economic measures 
deepened his differences with 
the Democratic Revolutionary 
Party, the core of the ruling six-
party coalition. Last April the 
Democratic Revolutionary Party 
handed a proposal to Barletta, 
asking for readjustments in fiscal 
policy, condemning the terms 

issued by the International Mone­
tary Fund and World Bank and 
saying they impinged on the na­
tional dignity of Panama. At the 
same time the Barletta govern­
ment was holding talks with 
business people and trade unions, 
which finally ended in discord 

Washington 

by WANG DAXIN and 
HOU LING 

THE United States had a tre­
mendous trade deficit in the 

first half of this year, putting that 
country into the rank of net 
debtors for the first time in 
decades. 

The United States has become 
a net debtor because of two fac­
tors. First, its foreign trade deficit 
expanded steadily for years. And 
second, at the same time foreign 
capital inundated the country. 

The US favourable trade balance 
reversed in the mid-1970s and has 
since further deteriorated. Last 
year, American trade of high-tech 
products ran a deficit of US$6.8 
billion. From 1980-84, the total 
foreign trade deficit of the United 
States mounted from US$24.3 bil­
lion to US$108.2 billion. This year, 
the deficit for the first two quar­
ters reached US$70 billion. 

The growing deficit has made it 
more difficult for the United States 
to achieve a balance in its interna­
tional revenue and expenditure. 
Formerly the United States could 
offset its trade deficit with overseas 
investment profits. Such profits, 
however, dropped steadily from 
US$34.1 billion in 1981 to 
US$19.2 bilHon in 1984 — far from 
enough to make up the yawning 

over Ardito Barletta's refusal to 
revise the agreement between the 
Panamanian government and the 
IMF. Critics accused the presi­
dent as safeguarding the interests 
of his former employer, the World 
Bank, at the expense of those of 
Panama. 

trade deficit. 
US long-term capital pro­

grammes have also been hit with 
adverse changes. The infiltration 
of foreign capital funds into the 
United States has surpassed US 
overseas investment. During 1979-
83, US direct overseas investment 
grew at an average annual rate of 
5 percent, while direct foreign in­
vestment in America increased by 
36 percent annually. At the end 
of 1984, US overseas assets 
amounted to US$914.7 billion, 
while foreign assets in the United 
States were up to US$886.5 billion. 
The situation changed, however, in 
the first half of this year. The 
value of foreign properties exceed­
ed US overseas properties by 
US$8.2 billion, thus depriving the 
United States of the ability to 
make up its trade deficit with 
overseas investment profits. The 
United States now has a deficit of 
US$62.1 billion in its international 
balance of payments for the first 
hajf of this year. 

The shift of the United States ' 
status in international trade and 
investment is directly affected by 
high interest rates and the strong 
dollar. The high interest rates at­
tract large sums of foreign capital 
into the United States, while the 
overvalued dollar raised the price 
of US commodities, making them 
unattractive abroad. 

United States Among Net Debtors 
With a growing foreign trade deficit and the increasing 
infiltration of foreign capital into the US market, the 
United States has become a debtor nation. 
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Combating Corrosive Ideology 
T h i s is a speech delivered at 

the Sixth Plenary Session of the 
C e n t r a l Commission for D i s c i p l i n e 
Inspection on September 2 4 , 1 9 8 5 . 
— Ed. 

b y C H E N Y U N 

S I N C E t h e 1 2 t h N a t i o n a l P a r t y 
C o n g r e s s , t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i s ­

s i o n f o r D i s c i p l i n e I n s p e c t i o n a n d 
t h e l o c a l d i s c i p l i n e i n s p e c t i o n c o m ­
m i s s i o n s a t a l l l e v e l s h a v e d o n e 
a g r e a t d e a l t o p l a y a p o s i t i v e 
r o l e i n h e l p i n g v a r i o u s P a r t y c o m ­
m i t t e e s t o f u n d a m e n t a l l y i m p r o v e 
t h e P a r t y ' s s t y l e o f w o r k , r a i s e 
P a r t y m e m b e r s ' p o l i t i c a l i n t e g r i t y , 
c h e c k u n h e a l t h y t e n d e n c i e s , p u n i s h 
t h o s e w h o v i o l a t e d l a w a n d d i s c i ­
p l i n e a n d c o m b a t m i s t a k e n i d e a s 
a m o n g P a r t y m e m b e r s . 

A t p r e s e n t , h o w e v e r , t h e r e a r e 
s t i l l m a n y s e r i o u s p r o b l e m s i n t h e 
P a r t y ' s s t y l e o f w o r k a n d s o c i a l 
m o r e s . T h e r e f o r e , i t i s s t i l l a n 
a r d u o u s t a s k t o a c h i e v e a f u n d a ­
m e n t a l t u r n f o r t h e b e t t e r i n t h e s e 
f i e l d s . 

I n o w w i s h t o m a k e t h e f o l l o w ­
i n g s u g g e s t i o n s f o r f u n d a m e n t a l l y 
i m p r o v i n g t h e P a r t y ' s s t y l e o f 
w o r k . 

1. The Party must overcome the 
tendency to underestimate the im­
portance of developing ethics in 
the ideological field. 

S o c i a l i s m i n c l u d e s t h e b u i l d i n g 
o f m a t e r i a l w e a l t h a n d t h e d e v e l o p ­
m e n t o f s o c i a l i s t e t h i c s ; t h e t w o 
a r e i n s e p a r a b l e . T h e s o c i a l i s t c a u s e 
c a n n e i t h e r b e p u r e l y t h e c o n s t r u c ­

t i o n o f m a t e r i a l w e a l t h , n o r b e 
p u r e l y e t h i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t . F o r 
t h e s o c i a l i s t c a u s e , i t i s i m p o s ­
s i b l e t o c o m p l e t e t h e b u i l d i n g 
o f m a t e r i a l w e a l t h f i r s t a n d t h e n 
e t h i c s . T o d a y e v e r y b o d y i s d e v o t e d 
t o t h e b u i l d i n g o f m a t e r i a l w e a l t h , 
a n d t h i s i s c o m p l e t e l y n e c e s ­
s a r y . B u t i t i s n o t e w o r t h y t h a t 
t h e p h e n o m e n o n o f o v e r l o o k i n g 
e t h i c s i s q u i t e c o m m o n . T h e c a p i ­
t a l i s t p h i l o s o p h y , " e v e r y m a n f o r 
h i m s e l f , o r t h e f o r c e s o f h e a v e n 
a n d e a r t h w i l l d e s t r o y h i m , " a n d 
t h e s l a v i s h m e n t a l i t y , w h i c h g i v e s 
n o r e g a r d t o n a t i o n a l a n d h u m a n 
d i g n i t y , a r e f a c t o r s e n d a n g e r i n g t h e 
c a u s e o f s o c i a l i s m . 

I n t h e P a r t y , i f c u l t i v a t i o n o f 
e t h i c s a n d i d e o l o g i c a l a n d p o l i t i c a l 
w o r k a r e n e g l e c t e d , t h e P a r t y w o r k 
s t y l e w i l l n o t b e i m p r o v e d ; i n s o ­
c i e t y , i f e t h i c s d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
c o m m u n i s t i d e o l o g i c a l e d u c a t i o n 
a r e n e g l e c t e d , u n d e s i r a b l e s o c i a l 
m o r e s w i l l d e v e l o p . I n s h o r t , i f 
s o c i a l i s t e t h i c s a r e n e g l e c t e d , o u r 
c a u s e a s a w h o l e w i l l d e v i a t e f r o m 
M a r x i s m a n d t h e s o c i a l i s t r o a d . 

T h e n e g l i g e n c e o f p r o m o t i n g 
g o o d v a l u e s , w h i c h i s n o w p r e v a ­
l e n t , i s b y n o m e a n s a m i n o r p r o b ­
l e m . T h e r e f o r e , c o m r a d e s o f t h e 
e n t i r e P a r t y m u s t p a y s p e c i a l a t ­
t e n t i o n t o t h e s i t u a t i o n . 

2. Serious attention must be 
given to the infiltration of deca­
dent capitalist ideology and its 
work style. 

T h e p o l i c y o f o p e n i n g t o t h e 
o u t s i d e w o r l d b y i m p o r t i n g a d ­
v a n c e d f o r e i g n t e c h n o l o g y a n d 
m a n a g e m e n t e x p e r t i s e t o s e r v e 
C h i n a ' s n e e d s f o r s o c i a l i s t c o n ­

s t r u c t i o n i s e n t i r e l y c o r r e c t a n d 
m u s t b e f i r m l y u p h e l d . 

B u t a t t h e s a m e t i m e , o n e m u s t 
n o t e t h a t o p e n i n g t o t h e w o r l d w i l l 
i n e v i t a b l y b e a c c o m p a n i e d b y c a p i ­
t a l i s t i d e o l o g y a n d i t s s t y l e o f w o r k , 
b o t h o f w h i c h a r e d e t r i m e n t a l t o 
o u r s o c i a l i s t c a u s e . 

I f o u r P a r t y c o m m i t t e e s a n d 
m e m b e r s , e s p e c i a l l y v e t e r a n ca ­
d r e s , a r e c l e a r l y a w a r e o f a n d h i g h ­
l y v i g i l a n t a g a i n s t t h i s , a n d p u r ­
p o s e f u l l y c o n d u c t e d u c a t i o n w i t h 
c o m m u n i s t i d e o l o g y as t h e f o c a l 
p o i n t , t h e n t h e i n f i l t r a t i o n o f c a p ­
i t a l i s t i d e o l o g y i s n o t h i n g t o b e 
a f r a i d o f . W e a r e c o n v i n c e d t h a t 
t h e t r u t h o f M a r x i s m a n d c o m ­
m u n i s m w i l l o v e r c o m e t h e i n t r u ­
s i o n o f d e c a d e n t c a p i t a l i s t i d e o l o g y 
a n d w o r k s t y l e . 

I t m e r i t s o u r s e r i o u s a t t e n t i o n 
t h a t c u r r e n t l y m a n y P a r t y c o m ­
m i t t e e s a n d c a d r e s h a v e l e t d o w n 
t h e i r g u a r d a g a i n s t t h i s . F o r e x ­
a m p l e , w h e n e v e r w e t a l k a b o u t t h e 
p o l i c y o f o p e n i n g t o t h e w o r l d a n d 
i n v i g o r a t i n g t h e d o m e s t i c e c o n o ­
m y , s o m e P a r t y , g o v e r n m e n t a n d 
m i l i t a r y i n s t i t u t i o n s , P a r t y a n d a d ­
m i n i s t r a t i v e c a d r e s a n d t h e i r c h i l ­
d r e n s w a r m f o r w a r d t o d o b u s i ­
n e s s . A c c o r d i n g t o s u r v e y s i n a 
d o z e n p r o v i n c e s a n d c i t i e s , s i n c e 
t h e l a s t q u a r t e r o f 1 9 8 4 , s o m e 
2 0 , 0 0 0 v a r i o u s c o m p a n i e s h a v e 
s p r u n g u p , a c o n s i d e r a b l e n u m b e r 
o f w h i c h c o l l a b o r a t e w i t h l a w ­
b r e a k e r s a n d u n s c r u p u l o u s f o r e i g n 
b u s i n e s s m e n . T a k i n g a d v a n t a g e 
o f r e f o r m s , t h e s e n e w c o m p a n i e s 
h a v e b e e n i n v o l v e d i n a l l s o r t s o f 
c r i m i n a l a c t i v i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g spec -
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u l a t i n g o n t h e r i s e a n d f a l l o f 
p r i c e s , e n g a g i n g i n i l l e g a l t r a d e , o f ­
f e r i n g o r t a k i n g b r i b e s a n d t r a f f i c k ­
i n g i n s m u g g l e d g o o d s . T h e y a l s o 
h a v e r e s o r t e d t o d e c e p t i o n , e x t o r ­
t i o n , e v a d i n g c u s t o m s d u t i e s a n d 
s e l l i n g c o u n t e r f e i t m e d i c i n e a n d 
l i q u o r , w h i c h a r e l e t h a l t o h u m a n 
l i v e s , j u s t f o r i l l - g o t t e n g a i n s . T h e 
s a l e o f o b s c e n e v i d e o t a p e s a n d 
s e d u c i n g w o m e n i n t o p r o s t i t u t i o n 
a r e a l s o s o m e o f t h e i r v i c e s . 

T h e d e c a d e n t c a p i t a l i s t i d e o l o g y , 
w h i c h i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d b y t h e 
" w o r s h i p o f m o n e y , " i s e x e r t i n g 
a s e r i o u s c o r r o s i v e i n f l u e n c e o n 
o u r P a r t y ' s w o r k h a b i t s a n d s o c i a l 
m o r e s . 

T o b u i l d s o c i a l i s m , w e m u s t r e ­
s i s t a n d c l e a r a w a y t h e s e u g l y 
i d e o l o g y a n d a c t i o n s . W e m u s t 
m o b i l i z e a n d o r g a n i z e f o r c e s o f t h e 
e n t i r e P a r t y a n d s o c i e t y t o w a g e 
a r e s o l u t e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t t h e s e 
p h e n o m e n a i n t h e s p i r i t o f r e m o v ­
i n g a l l e v i l . 

T a s k s f o r t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i s ­
s i o n f o r D i s c i p l i n e I n s p e c t i o n a n d 
t h e l o c a l d i s c i p l i n e i n s p e c t i o n c o m ­
m i s s i o n s a t a l l l e v e l s a r e : W h o e v e r 
v i o l a t e s P a r t y a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
d i s c i p l i n e m u s t b e d e a l t w i t h r e s o ­
l u t e l y a c c o r d i n g t o P a r t y a n d a d ­
m i n i s t r a t i v e d i s c i p l i n e ; t h o s e w h o 

v i o l a t e l a w s m u s t b e d e a l t w i t h , 
u p o n p r o p o s a l s , a c c o r d i n g t o l a w . 
D i s c i p l i n e i n s p e c t i o n c o m m i s s i o n s 
a t a l l l e v e l s m u s t a c t u p o n t h e s e 
p r i n c i p l e s , o t h e r w i s e t h e y w i l l b e 
c o n s i d e r e d n e g l i g e n t o f t h e i r 
d u t i e s . 

W i t h o u t s t r e n g t h e n i n g i d e o l o g i ­
c a l a n d p o l i t i c a l w o r k a n d s t r i c t l y 
i m p l e m e n t i n g P a r t y a n d a d m i n ­
i s t r a t i v e d i s c i p l i n e , i t w o u l d b e i m ­
p o s s i b l e t o a c h i e v e f u n d a m e n t a l 
i m p r o v e m e n t s i n t h e P a r t y ' s w o r k ­
i n g s t y l e a n d s o c i a l v a l u e s . 

3. Party committees and disci­
pline inspection commissions must 
meet their responsibilities. 

I f v i o l a t i o n s o f P a r t y p r i n c i p l e s 
a n d p o l i c i e s o r o f l a w a n d d i s c i ­
p l i n e a r e d u e t o o n e p e r s o n ' s m i s ­
t a k e , t h e n i t i s a p e r s o n a l p r o b l e m . 
B u t i f l o n g - t e r m u n h e a l t h y a n d e v i l 
t r e n d s p r e v a i l i n a c e r t a i n u n i t o r 
r e g i o n , t h e n t h e y o b v i o u s l y a r e n o t 
o n l y p e r s o n a l p r o b l e m s , b u t h a v e 
s o m e t h i n g t o d o w i t h t h e P a r t y 
c o m m i t t e e o f t h a t u n i t o r t h a t r e ­
g i o n . 

I f t h e u n h e a l t h y t e n d e n c i e s t h a t 
e n d a n g e r s o c i a l i s m a n d c o r r u p t t h e 
P a r t y ' s s t y l e o f w o r k a n d s o c i a l 
v a l u e s a r e i g n o r e d a n d g o u n c h e c k ­
e d , t h e n t h e b l a m e m u s t n o t o n l y 

b e p l a c e d o n t h e e v i l d o e r s , b u t 
a l s o o n t h e P a r t y c o m m i t t e e o f t h a t 
u n i t o r r e g i o n , i n c l u d i n g t h e d i s ­
c i p l i n e i n s p e c t i o n c o m m i s s i o n . 
T a k e t h e m o t o r v e h i c l e s c a n d a l o n 
t h e i s l a n d o f H a i n a n , f o r e x a m p l e . 
T h i s i n v o l v e d i l l e g a l t r a d e i n f o r ­
e i g n c u r r e n c y , s w i n d l e , c o r r u p t i o n 
a n d t h e a c c e p t a n c e o f b r i b e s . N o t 
o n l y s h o u l d t h e v i o l a t o r s b e a r r e ­
s p o n s i b i l i t y , b u t a l s o t h e l o c a l P a r ­
t y c o m m i t t e e . W h e n f a k e m e d i c i n e 
w a s m a d e a n d s o l d i n J i n j i a n g P r e ­
f e c t u r e , t h e l o c a l P a r t y c o m m i t t e e 
t u r n e d t o i t w i t h a b l i n d e y e , a n d 
e v e n o f f e r e d t h e i r p r o t e c t i o n . T h a t 
b e i n g t h e c a s e , i f w e d o n o t p l a c e 
t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o n t h e l o c a l P a r t y 
c o m m i t t e e , w e w i l l d e p a r t f r o m 
t h e P a r t y s t a n d . 

W h i l e P a r t y c o r f t m i t t e e s a t a l l 
l e v e l s a r e b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l w e a l t h , 
a n d p a y i n g a t t e n t i o n t o e t h i c s a n d 
i d e o l o g i c a l a n d p o l i t i c a l w o r k , t h e y 
m u s t a l s o s t r i c t l y e n f o r c e P a r t y a n d 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i s c i p l i n e . O n l y 
t h e n c a n t h e P a r t y b r i n g a b o u t a 
f u n d a m e n t a l i m p r o v e m e n t i n i t s 
s t y l e o f w o r k . U n d e r t h e u n i f i e d 
l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e P a r t y c o m f n i t t e e s , 
t h e d i s c i p l i n e i n s p e c t i o n c o m m i s ­
s i o n s a t a l l l e v e l s m u s t m a k e 
s t r e n u o u s e f f o r t s t o f u l f i l t h e m a i n 
t a s k o f i m p r o v i n g t h e P a r t y ' s w o r k ­
i n g h a b i t s . • 

Economic Reforms Revitalize Cotton Mill 
by HAN BAOCHENG 
Our Correspondent 

A f t e r s e v e r a l y e a r s of e x p e r i r 
m e n t a t i o n a n d p r e p a r a t i o n , C h i n a ' s 
u r b a n e c o n o m i c r e f o r m s c e n t r i n g 
o n i n v i g o r a t i n g e n t e r p r i s e s , espe­
c i a l l y k e y ones, began t o u n f o l d i n 
a l l f i e l d s last • O c t o b e r . A c c o r d i n g 
t o a recent s u r v e y by t h e S t a t e 
E c o n o m i c C o m m i s s i o n , i n i t i a l r e ­
s u l t s d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o t h e r e f o r m s 
h a v e been recorded i n 8 7 0 of 
C h i n a ' s 5 , 8 0 0 s t a t e - o w n e d k e y en­
t e r p r i s e s . T h e N o r t h w e s t N o . 5 
C o t t o n M i l l , w h i c h is t h e s u b j e c t 

of t h e f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e , is one of 
these successful e n t e r p r i s e s , — Ed. 

A B O U T 2 , 0 0 0 y e a r s a g o X i a n , 
t h e c a p i t a l o f S h a a n x i P r o v ­

i n c e , w a s t h e s t a r t i n g p o i n t o f t h e 
S i l k R o a d l i n k i n g A s i a a n d E u r o p e . 
T o d a y X i a n s e r v e s a s a n o t h e r s t a r t ­
i n g p o i n t o f t h e n e w L o n g M a r c h 
— t h i s t i m e i n t h e a r e a o f e c o n o m ­
i c r e f o r m — t o w a r d s s o c i a l i s t m o d ­
e r n i z a t i o n . 

A n e w s i t u a t i o n h a s e m e r g e d i n 
t h e N o . 5 C o t t o n M i l l a f t e r i t w a s 
g i v e n g r e a t e r d i c i s i o n - m a k i n g 
p o w e r a n d i t s w o r k e r s ' e n t h u s i a s m 

Director YIng Zhibang of the North­
west No. 5 Cotton Mill in Xian. 
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was activated. The No. 5 Cotton 
Mill in eastern Xian has 9,000 
workers, 102,748 spinning spin­
dles, 13,440 twisting spindles and 
3,226 looms. This 28-year-old 
enterprise has gone through vari­
ous reforms since 1979 and has 
benefited from the process. The 
most notable changes at the 
mill have been the upgrading of 
technology, the diversification of 
production and the improvement 
of the workers' well-being. 

Since its establishment in 1957, 
the No. 5 mill has made a profit of 
877.22 million yuan, which is 22 
times its initial investment, for 
which the factory has been com­
mended several times by the cen­
tral and provincial authorities. 
Despite the profits, the plant's tech­
nology and equipment improved 
little at that time. Its good eco­
nomic results could be attributed to 
the supplies of low-priced raw cot­
ton and fuel and the state's pur­
chase of its overstocked products. 

New Challenges 
In 1979 the No. 5 mill was con­

fronted with three challenges. Ying 
Zhibang, director of the factory, 
said the first of these challenges 
was a growing demand for new 
varieties of clothes spurred by im­
proving living standards. Textiles 
became a buyer's market and com­
petition sharpened. Second, more 
decision-making power was dele­
gated by the state to the enterprise 
in its management. This change 
ended the former practice, in 
which the enterprise performed ac­
cording to the state's mandatory 
planning, allowing the enterprise to 
operate more or less independently. 
And third, the prices of raw ma­
terials and fuel increased signifi­
cantly. All in all, the changes made 
it necessary for the enterprise to 
update its technology and improve 
its management in order to be 
more competitive. 

When first confronted with the 
changes, the factory found it diffi­
cult to adapt. As a consequence, 

the mill's economic indices de­
creased in 1982 and the profit 
dropped by 16.64 million yuan, 
39.6 percent less than the previous 
year's. In 1983 the mill began to 
introduce experimental reforms 
in some of its selected sections and 
its profits that year increased 1.31 
percent over those for 1982. In 
May 1984, the State Council re-

of Textile Industry and another 12 
indices set by the provincial textile 
bureau. At the same time, the fac­
tory also had to fulfil similar fi­
nancial indices set up by the cen­
tral and provincial financial depart­
ments. 

"Of course most of the indices 
were reasonable," said Song Guo-
fang, head of the mill's planning 

Workers and section heads discussing production. 

leased the Provisional Regulations 
on Further Extending the Decision-
Making Power of the State Indus­
trial Enterprises, giving such enter­
prises power in the following 
areas: planning for production, 
pricing and sale of products, selec­
tion and purchase of raw materials, 
use of funds, handling of assets, 
structural establishment, admini­
stration of affairs concerning per­
sonnel and labour, wages and 
bonuses, and inter-unit associated 
operation. The implementation of 
these regulations helped the factory 
run its operation more smoothly 
and develop its production more 
efficiently. 

Meeting Competition 
Under the former management 

system the factory was required to 
reach eight technological and eco­
nomic quotas set by the Ministry 

section. "The problem was decid­
ing who had the right to stipulate 
these indices — the producer or 
someone from the state administra­
tive management department who 
knows little about the plant's prac­
tical production. Some indices 
were too stringent and ended up 
putting us in an economic straight-
jacket." 

"For example, the state not only 
designated the factory's cotton sup­
plier, but also stipulated the grade 
of cotton the factory used to pro­
duce certain kinds of cloth," Song 
said. The No. 5 mill was capable 
of producing high-grade yarn with 
a low-grade cotton, but it could not 
do so because the cotton was pur­
chased under the state mandatory 
plan. With these and other un­
reasonable stipulations removed, 
the No. 5 mill has since become 
a competitive operation. 
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Since 1979 the state has reduced 
its control over the production of 
textile products, with the exception 
of chemical fibres and export 
goods, which are still controlled 
by state mandatory planning. Most 
enterprises, however, can reorgan­
ize their production and change 
the quotas for cotton yarn and 
cloth produced under the state's 
guidance planning and according 
to market demand. They also can 
stop producing goods that have no 
ready market. The state takes no 
responsibility for their sales, and 
the provincial textile corporation 
functions only as an enterprise to 
place orders for the factory's prod­
ucts. Furthermore, enterprises 
are allowed to sell their products 
by themselves or through whole­
sale departments as well. The Xian 
mill sells all its cotton d o t h by it­
self, whereas before the reforms it 
was responsible for the sale of only 
5 percent of its products. The fac­
tory also has the right to sell sur­
plus products turned out under the 
mandatory planning. 

With their expanded power in 
making decisions, enterprises have 
become more independent econom­
ic entities. The principle of putting 
business above everything is now 

The workers' 

applied to enterprises' all produc­
tion procedures including cost ac­
counting, quality checks and sales. 
Under the prerequisite of fulfilling 
the production targets according to 
the mandatory planning, the Xian 
mill has done its best to use high-
efficiency machines to produce 
goods in short supply. In addition, 
the mill's sales and planning sec­
tion employees regularly visit com­
mercial and foreign trade depart­
ments for market information. In 
order to boost purchases the fac­
tory also established an office in 
Guangzhou and has set up sales 
centres in other big cities through­
out the country. 

"Since the implementation of the 
urban economic reforms, the first 
thing I learnt was to do business 
at every opportunity," Song said. 
"Early this year,.! went to Tianjin 
on a business trip. On my way I 
stopped in Beijing.to look over its 
market for our products. I found 
a potentially profitable market 
there for our 2 million metres of 
khaki drills left over from a Hong­
kong deal that fell through. In the 
first two days of the visit, I sold 
500,000 metres of the cloth. Not 
long ago a general manager of the 
Foshan Industrial Trade Co. in 

living quarters. 

Guangdong visited Xian. During 
a chat with him, we signed a con­
tract on our factory providing his 
company with 120 tons of 10-count 
yarn." 

To meet the needs of the chang­
ing market, the factory has im­
proved its management system 
and given its deputy director the 
authority over the improve­
ment of varieties, market studies, 
production planning, quality 
checks and sales. "To convert 
enterprises from pure producers to 
companies that can produce and 
sell is an important change in 
guidelines and management meth­
ods," said Qiang Dangying, head 
of the enterprise management of­
fice. 

Technical improvement and 
Development 

In the past, enterprises had to 
hand over all their profits to the 
state, leaving them with little mon­
ey for maintaining and expanding 
their operation. The rate of de­
preciation of textile equipment is 
3.5 percent of their costs each year, 
and most of these funds were form­
erly used to build new factories. 
This old practice made it impos­
sible for enterprises to update their 
equipment or to improve their tech­
nology. 

Since 1979, however, enterprises 
have been allowed to retain a cer­
tain portion of their yearly prof­
its for their own use. In 1982 the 
state replaced profit delivery with 
taxes. The Xian mill can now re­
tain 21.5 percent of its profits, of 
which 8.8 percent are used as bo­
nuses, 8 percent for developing 
production and 4.7 percent for 
improving the welfare of its work­
ers. 

With this money, the cotton mill 
had better material conditions to 
update its technology. Between 
1979 and J984, it upgraded 2,196 
looms, of these 1,176 were reno­
vated last year. Now the mill turns 
out 203 varieties of six categories 
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of cloth with a width from 44 
inches to 100 inches, basically 
meeting the needs of the domestic 
and world markets. 

Last year the factory raised 21.7 
million yuan to import 164 air-jet 
looms from Japan and Belgium, for 
producing 13 million metres of 
wide, decorative cloth a year. The 
factory also plans to import 100 
biphase rapier weaving machines 
this year. 

The rate of depreciation for the 
factory's equipment has been 
raised from 3.5 percent to 4.5 per­
cent, with the money now being 
controlled by the textile mills them­
selves. In addition, the state will 
subsidize less profitable projects 
that are socially valuable. Such 
projects include a pollution treat­
ment project. The state allocation 
provided last year accounted for 2 
percent of the Xian mill's funds for 
technical renovation. 

Director Ying said, " In 
the last few years . we have 
used money to improve our tech­
niques and to increase salaries. In 
addition, we have established some 
welfare projects. Since 1979 we 
have built 50,000 square metres of 
apartment houses, or 75 percent of 
all those built in the previous 22 
years," 

With more power to make deci­
sions, the factory also has expand­
ed its business scope. In 1984 the 
mill invested US$.1.54 million and 
4 million yuan, used 400 looms and 
other equipment, and provided 
technicians and managers for es­
tablishing 6 industrial companies 
that would operate with enterprises 
in other provinces and Hongkong. 
These companies cover textiles, 
dyeing and printing, knitting, 
clothing and leather production, 
tourism, hotels, trade and hospitals, 
and have not yet recorded any not­
able profit. This year the factory 
also signed co-operative contracts 
with two cotton mills in Hancheng 
and Tongchuan, also located in 
Shaanxi Province. According to the 
agreements, the factory provides 

equipment and technology and 
shares in profits. Now the two 
textile mills have turned deficit 
into profit. 

Responsibility System 
Sparks Enthusiasm 

The reforms are intended to in­
troduce systems under which a di­
rector or manager assumes full 
responsibility for the production 
and enterprise management and in 

ministrative department headed by 
the director, and ensures that the 
enterprise moves steadily down the 
socialist road. As deputy secretary, 
Qin De of the No. 5 mill Party 
comn ttee said, "The main task of 
the Party committee is to supervise 
the operation and ensure that 
the Party and the state principles 
and policies are implemented 
correctly." 

The factory's worker congress 

One oi the mill's spinning workshops. 

which the workers are paid accord­
ing to their output and the quality 
of their products. 

Before t h e reforms, enterprises 
were under the collective leader­
ship of the Party committees, 
which made all the important deci­
sions, while the director implement­
ed these decisions. Now the direc­
tor is-entrusted with more authority 
and responsibility. In the past co­
operative projects with foreign 
businessmen had to be discussed 
by all leaders. Now the director 
has the power to make decisions 
on these projects and to sign con­
tracts with foreign businessmen. 

The Party committee supervises 
and ensures the production and 
operation of the enterprises and 
its management, oversees the ad-

exercises democratic management 
power, with workers making up at 
least 60 percent of the congress' 
deputies. The congress regularly 
listens to the director's reports, ex­
amines important production and 
development plans, makes com­
ments and suggestions on the plans 
and decides how they will be im­
plemented. The congress also 
draws up plans for the use of col­
lective welfare funds, decides how 
to distribute new apartments and 
how certain welfare programmes 
will be established. If the director 
has different opinions about these 
decisions, he or she can ask for 
further discussion, or even post­
pone implementing them; but at 
the same time he or she should 
report this to the higher authority 
for final decision. 
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T h e f a c t o r y d i r e c t o r i s a p p o i n t e d 
b y t h e d e p a r t m e n t a t a h i g h e r l e v e l 
f o r f o u r y e a r s . T h e c u r r e n t d i r e c ­
t o r o f t h e N o . 5 M i l l , Y i n g Z h i -
b a n g , 5 2 . g r a d u a t e d f r o m t h e t e x ­
t i l e d e p a r t m e n t o f E a s t C h i n a T e x ­
t i l e I n s t i t u t e i n S h a n g h a i i n 1 9 5 5 . 
Y i n g w a s f o r m e r l y i n c h a r g e o f t h e 
m i l l ' s l a b o r a t o r y a n d a l s o s e r v e d as 
c h i e f e n g i n e e r , d e p u t y f a c t o r y d i r e c ­
t o r i n c h a r g e o f o p e r a t i o n . D e p u t y 
d i r e c t o r s a r e r e c o m m e n d e d b y t h e 
d i r e c t o r a n d a p p o i n t e d b y t h e 
h i g h e r a u t h o r i t y . T h e m i d d l e - l e v e l 
l e a d e r s , i n c l u d i n g s e c t i o n c h i e f s 
a n d h e a d s o f w o r k s h o p s , a l s o a r e 
a p p o i n t e d b y t h e d i r e c t o r . T h e 
t e x t i l e m i l l h a s o n e d i r e c t o r a n d 
t w o d e p u t y d i r e c t o r s . 

Y i n g s a i d t h a t a s a d i r e c t o r h e 
s h o u l d f i r s t c o n s i d e r t h e i n t e r e s t s 
o f t h e s t a t e a n d t h e p e o p l e , a n d a t 
t h e s a m e t i m e s h o u l d n o t i g n o r e 
t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e w o r k e r s . I f n o t 
d o i n g s o , t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e s t a t e 
a r e d i f f i c u l t t o b e g u a r a n t e e d . 

A s a r e s u l t o f t h e o v e r a l l c h a n g e s 
l a s t y e a r , w a g e s a v e r a g e d a t w o -
g r a d e i n c r e a s e . W o r k e r s a l s o r e ­
c e i v e d s u b s i d i e s f o r t h e i r p o s i t i o n s , 
a n d f l o a t i n g w a g e s a n d b o n u s e s ac­
c o r d i n g t o t h e i r p e r f o r m a n c e . 

" A n o t h e r g o a l f o r t h e r e f o r m s 
i s t o i m p r o v e t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n s y s ­

t e m . A s l o n g as t h e p r i n c i p l e o f 
d i s t r i b u t i o n t o e a c h a c c o r d i n g t o 
h i s o r h e r w o r k i s i m p l e m e n t e d 
w e l l , t h e e n t h u s i a s m o f t h e w o r k ­
e r s w i l l i n c r e a s e , " d i r e c t o r Y i n g 
s a i d . 

" N o w w o r k e r s c a n g e t a n e x t r a 
3 9 y u a n , 6 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e i r a v e r ­
a g e w a g e o f 6 5 y u a n , " s a i d G a o 
Z h o n g l i , h e a d o f t h e w e a v i n g 
w o r k s h o p , w h i c h h a s 2 , 5 0 0 w o r k ­
e r s . " T h e g a p b e t w e e n w a g e s a t 
t h e t o p a n d t h o s e a t t h e b o t t o m , 
h o w e v e r , i s w i d e n i n g . " S o m e w o r k ­
e r s c a n ' g e t a n e x t r a 6 0 y u a n f o r 
t h e i r b e s t w o r k . I f w o r k e r s d o n o t 
p e r f o r m w e l l , t h e i r b o n u s e s a n d 
f l o a t i n g w a g e s w i l l b e w i t h h e l d . I f 
t h e y d o n o t f i n i s h t h e i r w o r k , t h e i r 
b a s i c w a g e s w i l l b e r e d u c e d b y 
5 t o 2 0 p e r c e n t . I n r e a l i t y , 
h o w e v e r , m o s t w o r k e r s f i n i s h 
t h e i r w o r k , a n d o n l y 1 p e r c e n t 
h a v e t h e i r b a s i c w a g e s d e d u c t e d . 

I n a d d i t i o n , w o r k s h o p h e a d s c a n 
r e w a r d o r p u n i s h t h e i r w o r k e r s . 
T h e w e a v i n g w o r k s h o p h e a d , f o r 
e x a m p l e , h a s 7 , 0 0 0 y u a n e a c h 
m o n t h s l a t e d t o r e w a r d w o r k e r s 
f o r p e r f o r m i n g t e c h n i c a l i n n o v a ­
t i o n s . H e a l s o c a n u s e w a r n i n g s 
a n d d e m e r i t s t o p u n i s h w o r k e r s 
w h o v i o l a t e r e g u l a t i o n s . 

T h e s e r e f o r m s h a v e e l i m i n a t e d 

t h e p r a c t i c e o f m a k i n g n o d i s t i n c ­
t i o n b e t w e e n e m p l o y e e s w h o d o a 
g o o d j o b a n d t h o s e w h o d o a p o o r 
o n e , a n d h a v e g e n e r a l l y b e e n w e l ­
c o m e d b y t h e w o r k e r s . A s a r e ­
s u l t , t h e f a c t o r y ' s e f f i c i e n c y a n d i t s 
p e r - l o o m o u t p u t h a v e i n c r e a s e d 
g r e a t l y , w h i l e t h e p e r c e n t a g e o f i t s 
q u a l i t y e x p o r t g o o d s h a s g o n e u p 
f r o m 7 0 t o 9 4 . 

I n 1 9 8 4 t h e f a c t o r y ' s t o t a l i n -
d i i s t r i a l o u t p u t r e a c h e d a r e c o r d 
v a l u e o f 1 8 1 . 9 5 m i l l i o n y u a n . F a c ­
t o r y p r o f i t s a l s o h a v e e q u a l l e d 
1 7 . 3 4 m i l l i o n y u a n , a n 1 8 . 3 p e r c e n t 
i n c r e a s e o v e r t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r . I n 
t h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h i s y e a r t h e p r o f i t s 
i n c r e a s e d 1 0 . 1 p e r c e n t o v e r t h e 
s a m e p e r i o d l a s t y e a r . 

F a c t o r y l e a d e r s see t h e c h a n g e s 
a s h e r a l d i n g i n a n e w e r a f o r t h e 
m i l l ' s p r o f i t s a n d p r o d u c t i o n . " I n 
t h e f u t u r e , " s a i d L i n Y u q i n , t h e 
d e p u t y d i r e c t o r i n c h a r g e o f o p e r a ­
t i o n , " o u r f a c t o r y w i l l o p e n f u r t h e r 
t o t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d . I n t h e n e a r 
f u t u r e , w e w i l l i n s t a l l t h r e e n e w 
p r o d u c t i o n l i n e s : o n e f o r p r o d u c ­
i n g 5 0 m i l l i o n m e t r e s o f w i d e d e ­
c o r a t i v e c l o t h a y e a r , t h e s e c o n d 
f o r m a k i n g 3 0 m i l l i o n m e t r e s o f 
h i g h - g r a d e d r e s s m a t e r i a l s a n n u a l l y , 
a n d t h e t h i r d f o r t u r n i n g o u t 2 0 
m i l l i o n m e t r e s o f w i d e i n d u s t r i a l 
c l o t h . T h e r e a r e a l s o o t h e r p r o j e c t s 
t o b e d e v e l o p e d . A l l t h e s e r e q u i r e 
t h a t w e w o r k h a r d t o f u r t h e r 
d e v e l o p o u r e c o n o m i c c o - o p e r a t i o n 
w i t h f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s . " • 
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Sino-US Relations 

Opportunities and Potential Crisis 
Unprecedented opportunities have emerged for co-operation between China and 
the United States. But some popular arguments among people influential in policy mak­
ing in and outside of the US government form obstacles to the settlement of the one 
major question in Sino-US relations — the Taiwan issue. Washington is faced with a 
major choice: Whether to seize the opportunity to settle the issue, or to miss it? 

by Zl ZHONGYUN and 
ZHUANG QUBING 

I N o b s e r v i n g t h e s i t u a t i o n i n 
t h e P a c i f i c , t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e ­

t w e e n C h i n a a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
s t a n d s o u t a s a f a c t o r o f v i t a l i m ­
p o r t a n c e f r o m t h e p e r s p e c t i v e o f 
p e a c e a n d s e c u r i t y , a s w e l l a s f r o m 
t h a t o f e c o n o m i c c o - o p e r a t i o n . T h e 
S i n o - U S r e l a t i o n s h i p a s i t c o n c e r n s 
t h e P a c i f i c i s a q u e s t i o n o f i m ­
p o r t a n c e f o r t h e w o r l d i n g e n e r a l 
a n d f o r t h e P a c i f i c i n p a r t i c u l a r , 
b e c a u s e t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p b e t w e e n t h e t w o m o s t p o w e r ­
f u l n a t i o n s i n t h e P a c i f i c a f f e c t s 
t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e P a c i f i c r e g i o n 
a n d t h e w o r l d a t l a r g e . 

N u m e r o u s w o r k s h a v e b e e n 
p u b l i s h e d i n b o t h c o u n t r i e s e x p l o r ­
i n g t h e c a u s e s a n d c o n s e q u e n c e s 
o f p a s t S i n o - A m e r i c a n a n t a g o n i s m , 
r e c e n t d e v e l o p m e n t s a s w e l l a s t h e 
o u t s t a n d i n g i s s u e s i n b i l a t e r a l r e ­
l a t i o n s . T h i s a r t i c l e w i l l t h e r e f o r e 
a v o i d d i s c u s s i n g e i t h e r o f t h e s e 
a r e a s a n d w i l l i n s t e a d e x a m i n e 
p r o b l e m s t h a t , i n t h e a u t h o r s ' v i e w , 
a r e o f f u n d a m e n t a l i m p o r t a n c e . 

I. Basis 

A f t e r a n a b n o r m a l s t a t u s o f 
m o r e t h a n 2 0 y e a r s , t h e S i n o - U S 
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r e l a t i o n s h i p f i n a l l y t u r n e d t o w a r d s 
n o r m a l i z a t i o n a n d t h e t w o h a v e 
m a d e v a l u a b l e a c h i e v e m e n t s t o ­
w a r d s f u r t h e r a u g m e n t i n g t h e i r r e ­
l a t i o n s . T h e b a s i s f o r t h i s d e v e l ­
o p m e n t l i e s i n t h e t h r e e h i s t o r i c a l 
d o c u m e n t s : t h e S h a n g h a i C o m ­
m u n i q u e o f 1 9 7 2 , t h e J o i n t C o m ­
m u n i q u e o n t h e E s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 
D i p l o m a t i c R e l a t i o n s o f 1 9 7 9 , 
a n d t h e S i n o - U S C o m m u n i q u e o n 
T a i w a n o f A u g u s t 1 7 , 4 9 8 2 . 

T h e s e t h r e e c o m m u n i q u e s w e r e 
a g r e e d u p o n b y C h i n a a n d t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s o n t h e b a s i s o f e q u a l -
l i t y a n d i n t h e s p i r i t o f u n d e r s t a n d ­
i n g . T h e s u b s t a n c e o f t h e d o c u ­
m e n t s c a n b e s u m m e d u p i n t w o 
p o i n t s : 

1 ) B o t h s i d e s c o n f i r m t h a t t h e 
F i v e P r i n c i p l e s o f P e a c e f u l C o ­
e x i s t e n c e a r e t h e g u i d i n g p r i n c i p l e s 
o f r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
c o u n t r i e s . 

2 ) T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s r e c o g ­
n i z e s t h a t t h e r e i s o n l y o n e C h i n a . 
T a i w a n i s p a r t o f C h i n a , a n d t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t o f t h e P e o p l e ' s R e ­
p u b l i c o f C h i n a i s t h e s o l e l e g a l 
g o v e r n m e n t o f C h i n a . T h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s a l s o d e c l a r e s i t h a s n o i n t e n ­
t i o n o f p u r s u i n g a p o l i c y o f " t w o 
C h i n a s " o r " o n e C h i n a , o n e 
T a i w a n . " 

T h e s e t w o p o i n t s c o n s t i t u t e t h e 
b a s i s f o r C h i n a ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h 
a l l c o u n t r i e s a n d s h o u l d b e t a k e n 
f o r g r a n t e d . H o w e v e r , i t i s i m ­

p o r t a n t t o r e i t e r a t e t h e p o i n t s i n 
t h e t h r e e c o m m u n i q u e s s i n c e r e ­
l a t i o n s b e t w e e n C h i n a a n d t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s r e m a i n e d a b n o r m a l 
p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e t h e U S i n ­
t e r v e n e d i n C h i n a ' s i n t e r n a l 
a f f a i r s , a n d b e c a u s e t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s f a i l e d t o t r e a t C h i n a 
a s i t s e q u a l . F u r t h e r m o r e , b e c a u s e 
o f t h e i d e o l o g i c a l a n d p o l i t i c a l d i f ­
f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n t h e t w o s y s t e m s , 
i t i s a l l t h e m o r e i m p o r t a n t t o a b i d e 
b y t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f r e s p e c t f o r t h e 
w i l l o f e a c h n a t i o n a n d n o n - i n t e r ­
f e r e n c e i n e a c h o t h e r ' s i n t e r n a l 
a f f a i r s . 

I t c o u l d b e s a i d t h a t , s i n c e t h e 
S h a n g h a i C o m m u n i q u e , a l l p o s i t i v e 
d e v e l o p m e n t s i n S i n o - U S r e l a t i o n s 
h a v e b e e n t h e r e s u l t o f t h e i m ­
p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e s p i r i t a n d p r i n ­
c i p l e s i n t h e a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d d o c ­
u m e n t s . B r o a d p r o s p e c t s l i e a h e a d 
f o r S i n o - U S r e l a t i o n s i f t h e t w o 
c o n t i n u e t o r e c o g n i z e t h e i m p o r ­
t a n c e o f t h e p r i n c i p l e s . 

II. Opportunities 

U n p r e c e d e n t e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
h a v e e i n e r g e d f o r c o - o p e r a t i o n b e ­
t w e e n C h i n a a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 
W i t h o n e a s a d e v e l o p i n g c o u i i t r y 
w i t h t h e w o r l d ' s l a r g e s t p o p u l a ­
t i o n , a n d t h e o t h e r b e i n g t h e l a r g ­
e s t d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r y i n t h e 
w o r l d , t h e d o m a i n o f c o - o p e r a t i o n 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o c a n b e v e r y b r o a d . 

1 ) C h i n a a d h e r e s t o a f o r e i g n 
p o l i c y o f i n d e p e n d e n c e a n d i n i t i a -
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l i v e . I t w i l l n e i t h e r a t t a c h i t s e l f 
t o a n y b i g p o w e r o r b l o c o f 
p o w e r s , n o r w i l l i t y i e l d t o a n y 
o u t s i d e p r e s s u r e . W h i l e t h e U S 
g o v e r n m e n t u s e d t o b a s e i t s p o l i c y 
o n t h e p r e m i s e t h a t t h e e m e r g e n c e 
a n d s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f N e w C h i n a 
c o n s t i t u t e d a n u n f a v o u r a b l e e l e ­
m e n t i n t h e U S - U S S R r i v a l r y , i t 
h a s n o w a c k n o w l e d g e d t h a t a 
s t r o n g a n d s t a b l e C h i n a i s c r u c i a l 
t o t h e s e c u r i t y a n d s t a b i l i t y o f t h e 
P a c i f i c , a n d t h a t i t i s i n A m e r i c a ' s 
o w n i n t e r e s t s t o m a i n t a i n g o o d r e ­
l a t i o n s w i t h s u c h a C h i n a . 

2 ) C h i n a h a s a d o p t e d t h e f o u r 
m o d e r n i z a t i o n s a s i t s c e n t r a l task , 
f o r t h i s a n d t h e n e x t c e n t u r y . I n 
so d o i n g , C h i n a has , b e g u n t h e 
p o l i c y o f " o p e n i n g t o t h e o u t s i d e 
w o r l d . " h o p i n g t h a t C h i n a ' s r i c h 
r e s o u r c e s a n d m a n p o w e r c a n b e 
c o m p l e m e n t a r y w i t h A m e r i c a n 
a n d o t h e r f o r e i g n c a p i t a l a n d 
t e c h n o l o g y . W i t h t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f C h i n a ' s e c o n o m y , t h e C h i n e s e 
m a r k e t w i l l e x p a n d r a p i d l y a n d t h e 
d e m a n d s f o r m a n u f a c t u r e d g o o d s 
a n d f o r t e c h n o l o g y a n d c a p i t a l 
w i l l g r o w . A b r i g h t f u t u r e 
f o r t h e c o - o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n 
t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s i n t h i s 
f i e l d i s t o b e e x p e c t e d , p r o v i d e d 
t h e p r o b l e m s a r e h a n d l e d p r o p e r l y 
a n d t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f e q u a l i t y a n d 
m u t u a l b e n e f i t i s a b i d e d b y . 

3 ) A s a n a t i o n d e r i v e d f r o m 
o n e o f t h e w o r l d ' s m o s t a n c i e n t 
c i v i l i z a t i o n s , C h i n a i s u n d e r ­
g o i n g a r e f o r m m o v e m e n t 
o f u n p r e c e d e n t e d s c o p e a n d 
is e n t e r i n g a n e w h i s t o r i c a l 
p h a s e o f n a t i o n a l r e j u v e n a t i o n , 
w h i l e t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i s o n e o f 
t h e c o u n t r i e s t h a t h a s s e e n t h e 
m o s t r a p i d d e v e l o p m e n t i n m o d e r n 
h i s t o r y . T h e v e r y s t r i k i n g d i f ­
f e r e n c e s i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e h i s ­
t o r i e s a n d c u l t u r e s a p p e a l s t r o n g l y 
t o i n t e l l e c t u a l p u r s u i t s i n b o t h 
c o u n t r i e s . I n C h i n a , a t p r e s e n t , 
w i t h t h e o v e r c o m i n g o f " l e f t i s t " 
t h o u g h t , a l i v e l y a t m o s p h e r e a n d 
a n o p e n - m i n d e d a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s 
f o r e i g n c u l t u r e s p r e v a i l i n t h e 
a c a d e m i c w o r l d T h e A m e r i c a n 

p e o p l e a l s o a r e o v e r c o m i n g i d e o ­
l o g i c a l p r e j u d i c e a g a i n s t t h e 
P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a , a n d 
t h e d e s i r e t o l e a r n a b o u t 
C h i n e s e s o c i e t y s e e m s t o b e grcSw-
i n g t h e r e . W i t h r e s p e c t f o r e a c h 
o t h e r ' s v a l u e s a n d s y s t e m s , i t i s 
e n t i r e l y p o s s i b l e f o r t h e t w o n a ­
t i o n s t o d e v e l o p a n e d u c a t i o n a l r e ­
l a t i o n s h i p . 

III. Potential Crisis 

I t h a s t o b e a d m i t t e d , h o w e v e r , 
t h a t d e s p i t e a l l t h e s e p r o m i s i n g o p ­
p o r t u n i t i e s , a l l i s n o t r o s e s o n t h e 
r o a d t o t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f S i n o -
U S r e l a t i o n s , f o r t h e r e a r e t h o r n s 
as w e l l . 

N o t w o c o u n t r i e s , h o w e v e r 
f r i e n d l y t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p m i g h t 
b e , h a v e i d e n t i c a l n a t i o n a l i n ­
t e r e s t s . T h i s a r t i c l e d o e s n o t i n ­
t e n d t o d e a l w i t h t h e d i f f e r e n t 
k i n d s o f t h o r n s t h a t m a y c r o p u p 
h e r e a n d t h e r e o n t h e f u t u r e p a t h 
o f S i n o - U S r e l a t i o n s , b u t w i l l 
r a t h e r c o n c e n t r a t e o n t h e o n e m a ­
j o r s t u m b l i n g b l o c k — t h e T a i w a n 
i s s u e . 

T h e r e i s n o n e e d t o r e p e a t h e r e 
a l l t h e v i e w p o i n t s o f b o t h s i d e s 
o v e r t h i s i s s u e , w h i c h h a v e b e e n 
e x t e n s i v e l y e x p l o r e d i n d i f f e r e n t 
s t a t e m e n t s a n d d o c u m e n t s i s s u e d 
o n d i f f e r e n t o c c a s i o n s b y b o t h 
c o u n t r i e s . H e r e , t h e a u t h o r s w o u l d 
l i k e t o c l a r i f y c e r t a i n b a s i c c o n ­
c e p t s i n l i g h t o f s o m e o f t h e p o p ­
u l a r a r g u m e n t s a m o n g p e o p l e i n ­
f l u e n t i a l i n p o l i c y m a k i n g i n a n d 
o u t o f t h e U S g o v e r n m e n t , a r g u ­
m e n t s t h a t f o r m o b s t a c l e s t o t h e 
s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e T a i w a n i s s u e . 

1) Taiwan is a part of the 
Chinese territory and not that of 
the United States nor its protec­
torates. T h i s i s a d m i t t e d b y t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s i n i t s o f f i c i a l s t a t e ­
m e n t s . Y e t , i n i t s a c t u a l c o n d u c t 
a n d i n t h e p u b l i c s p e e c h e s m a d e 
b y i m p o r t a n t p e r s o n s , o f f i c i a l s as 
w e l l as n o n - o f f i c i a l s , t h i s f a c t 
s e e m s t o b e o f t e n f o r g o t t e n . T i m e 
a n d a g a i n t h e s e p e o p l e t a l k a b o u t 

t h e U S c o m m i t m e n t t o T a i w a n ' s 
s e c u r i t y , t h e r e f u s a l t o r e c o g n i z e 
t h e s o v e r e i g n t y o f t h e s o l e legal 
g o v e r n m e n t o f C h i n a o v e r t h e 
i s l a n d a n d e v e n t h e s o - c a l l e d p o s ­
s i b l e " i n v a s i o n " o f T a i w a n b y t h e 
m a i n l a n d , a s i f t h e y w e r e t w o d i f ­
f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s . T h e " T a i w a n R e ­
l a t i o n s A c t " o f 1 9 7 9 m o s t c l e a r l y 
s p e l l e d o u t t h e a t t i t u d e o f r e g a r d ­
i n g T a i w a n as a n A m e r i c a n p r o ­
t e c t o r a t e . M o r e o v e r , w h i l e r e a c h ­
i n g a g r e e m e n t o n the A u g u s t 1 7 
C o m m u n i q u e w i t h t h e P e o p l e ' s R e ­
p u b l i c o f C h i n a , t h e U S g o v e r n ­
m e n t o f f e r e d t h e T a i w a n a u t h o r ­
i t i e s s i x p o i n t s o f " a s s u r a n c e , " i n ­
c l u d i n g a n e x p l i c i t n o n - r e c o g n i t i o n 
o f P R C ' s s o v e r e i g n t y o v e r T a i w a n . 
E v e r y n o w a n d t h e n t h e U S C o n ­
g r e s s passes r e s o l u t i o n s c o n c e r n ­
i n g t h e " f u t u r e o f T a i w a n " w h i c h 
i s p u r e l y a n i n t e r n a l q u e s t i o n o f 
China's. S o m e A m e r i c a n s e v e n a s k 
t h e C h i n e s e t o r e f r a i n f r o m r a i s i n g 
t h e T a i w a n q u e s t i o n f o r , a c c o r d ­
i n g t o t h e m , t h i s i s a q u e s t i o n a f ­
f e c t i n g A m e r i c a n i n t e r n a l p o l i t i c s . 
S o m e i n f l u e n t i a l p o l i c y p a p e r s g o 
s o f a r a s t o l i s t t h e e m p h a s i s p u t 
b y C h i n a o n t h e T a i w a n i s s u e a s 
o n e o f t h e o b s t a c l e s t o t h e d e ­
v e l o p m e n t o f S i n o - U S r e l a t i o n s . 
M o r e o v e r , C h i n a ' s p r o t e s t and c r i t ­
i c i s m o f t h e " T a i w a n R e l a t i o n s 
A c t , " w h i c h is a n i n t e r f e r e n c e i n 
C h i n a ' s , i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s , h a s b e e n 
a c c u s e d b y s o m e p o l i t i c i a n s a s a n 
a c t o f i n t e r f e r e n c e i n A m e r i c a ' s 
i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s . O n e c a n h a r d l y 
f i n d a m o r e t y p i c a l case of u p s i d e -
d o w n l o g i c . 

2) The basic question is the 
attitude of the United States 
towards China's peaceful reunifi­
cation. W h e n e v e r the U n i t e d 
S t a t e s i s a s k e d t o e x e r c i s e s o m e 
p o s i t i v e i n f l u e n c e on t h e p e a c e f u l 
r e u n i f i c a t i o n of C h i n a , A m e r i c a n s 
h u r r y t o say t h a t t h e U S p o s i t i o n 
i s t h a t this is a q u e s t i o n t o be s e t ­
t l e d a m o n g C h i n e s e o n b o t h s i d e s 
o f t h e T a i w a n S t r a i t , w i t h w h i c h 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s h a s n o t h i n g t o 
d o . I f i t w e r e r e a l l y s o , t h e n t h e 
T a i w a n i s s u e w o u l d h a v e l o n g 
c e a s e d t o b e a n o u t s t a n d i n g i s s u e 
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in Sino-US relations. However, 
the fact remains that the United 
States has already involved itself 
deeply in the question and until 
now it has not taken its hands off. 
Historically, the United States had 
at one time set as its policy objec­
tive the separation of Taiwan from 
China, and failed in this attempt 
only due to the opposition of Chi­
nese on both sides of the Strait. 
After the issuance of the Shang­
hai Communique, and especially 
after the establishment of diplo­
matic relations between the two 
countries, the official stance of the 
US government changed, while in 
practice it is still reluctant to take 
an entirely new course. 

To borrow a term used by 
American scholars, the US govern­
ment is pursuing a "dual track" 
policy. At present, this policy finds 
its expression in at least two 
aspects. One concerns arms sales 
to Taiwan. Instead of honouring 
its commitments in the August 17 
Communique to progressively re­
duce arms sales to Taiwan, the US 
government is trying under various 
excuses to break the restriction 
laid down by the communique and 
has kept the arms sales on a fairly 
high level. Some influential Ameri­
cans are even advocating that arms 
sale to Taiwan be kept in balance 
to the defence strength of the main­
land. 

The other aspect concerns the 
question of creating " two Chinas." 
The United States is conniving at 
or helping the establishment of an 
official or semi-official status of 
Taiwan in the international arena, 
thereby creating a situation of 
" two Chinas." The US position on 
China's membership in the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) is a case 
in point. 

The United States, by assuming 
this dual jsosition, has undeniably 
encouraged the Taiwan authorities 
in its stubborn refusal to negotiate 
with the mainland. America is 
in effect obstructing the 

reunification of China. The 
declaration that it has nothing to 
do with China's reunification is 
hardly convincing when the United 
States is proving by both public 
statements and actions that it has 
not taken and is not ready to take 
its hands off Taiwan. 

3) Sino-US relations can only 
be based on the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Co-existence and not on 
power politics. Certain Americans 
argue that since China so much 
needs the help of the United 
States in its modernization, it has 
to be reconciled with the present 
US "dual-track policy." And that 
even if the United States should 
adopt a positive attitude towards 
the peaceful return of Taiwan to 
its motherland, China would not 
abandon its independent foreign 
policy, would not allow the United 
States to build military bases on 
the island, and would not cease to 
criticize some of the US policies 
towards the third world countries, 
etc. Therefore, according to them, 
it is not in the interests of the 
United States to see the Taiwan 
question settled. These arguments 
reflect the thinking of power po­
litics and a kind of superpower in­
stinct. At the least, they reveal a 
lack of knowledge of the history 
and national aspirations of the 
Chinese nation and an underesti­
mation of the will-power of the 
Chinese people. After a century 
of bloodshed and arduous strug­
gle before finally putting an end 
to the history of seeing their 
homeland being carved up at will 
by foreign powers, the Chinese 
people will n^ver sacrifice the 
principle of safeguarding territorial 
integrity. Moreover, this involves 
the very basis on which to build 
and develop Sino-US relations as 
mentioned in the first part of this 
article. In modern times, unequal 
relationships between two countries 
with one party imposing its will 
on the other cannot last. Many a 
clear-sighted American has come 
to understand that long-term stra­

tegic interests of the United States 
necessitate a good relationship 
with China and that a sound 
development of such a relationship 
can only be based on equality. 
Those who hold the view of power 
politics as mentioned above are in 
the minority but they are outspo­
ken and still have quite an audi­
ence, which is why the authors 
deem it necessary to comment on 
these arguments. 

4) The so-called "self-deter­
mination" by the Taiwan people 
is a false issue. Certain quarters 
in the United States take as their 
favourite subject the so-called "self-
determination" of the Taiwan peo­
ple. Prompted by a few members, 
the US Congress frequently creates 
incidents over this subject to hurt 
the feelings of the Chinese people. 
To Americans who have no idea 
of the truth about Taiwan the 
slogan is quite appealing. Yet, a 
closer look at the problem will 
show the falsity of the premise. 
For, Taiwan is a province of 
China, an integral part of the Chi­
nese territory. The separation of 
Taiwan from the mainland in 
whatever form, both past and 
present, has been caused by alien 
forces and not by the will of the 
people on the island. On the con­
trary, the great majority of Tai­
wan people have always regarded 
themselves as Chinese. They car­
ried out long years of courageous 
struggle for the return of Taiwan 
to the motherland and rejoiced 
jubilantly at the realization of this 
long cherished dream at the end 
of World War II. It is the mis-
government of the Kuomintang 
authorities that has caused the 
strong dissatisfaction of the Taiwan 
people and that has given rise to 
the discord between so-called 
"mainlanders" and "Taiwanese." 
Moreover, living for so long in 
isolation from the mainland, a 
whole generation of Taiwan peo­
ple has grown up under intense 
anti-communist propaganda and 
distorted presentations of the situa-
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H o n o n t h e m - n l a n d . T h i s , p l u s 
t h e " l e f t i s * " d e v i a t i o n s o n t h e 
m a i n l a n d a n a , o n t o p o f t h e m , t h e 
" c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n , " h a v e u n d e r ­
s t a n d a b l y c a u s e d m i s g i v i n g s 
a m o n g a n u m b e r o f p e o p l e o n t h e 
i s l a n d t o w a r d s t h e m a i n l a n d . S o 
t h e q u e s t i o n i s n o t w h e t h e r t h e y 
w a n t r e u n i f i c a t i o n a t a l l , b u t o n e 
o f w h e n a n d u n d e r w h a t c o n d i ­
t i o n s . W i t h t i m e a n d t h e i n c r e a s ­
e d e x c h a n g e o f i n f o r m a t i o n , i n a d ­
d i t i o n t o m o r e a n d m o r e v i s i b l e 
r e s u l t s o f t h e r e f o r m t a k i n g p l a c e 
o n t h e m a i n l a n d , t h e s e m i s g i v i n g s 
w i l l g r a d u a l l y d i s s i p a t e . I t i s 
r a t h e r i r o n i c f o r A m e r i c a n s t o a d ­
v o c a t e " s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n " b y t h e 
p e o p l e o f T a i w a n , w h i l e i t i s t h e 
A m e r i c a n s w h o c r e a t e d t h e pres fen t 
s i t u a t i o n t h e r e i n d i s r e g a r d o f t h e 
w i l l o f g r e a t m a j o r i t y o f t h e C h i ­
n e s e p e o p l e b o t h o n t h e m a i n l a n d 
a n d o n t h e i s l a n d . 

I t i s t h e r e f o r e u n r e a l i s t i c f o r t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s t o t r y t o d e v e l o p r e ­
l a t i o n s w i t h C h i n a s m o o t h l y b y 
g e t t i n g a r o u n d t h e T a i w a n q u e s ­
t i o n . T h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e c a n ­
n o t b e e x p e c t e d t o f o r g e t 
t h e c a u s e o f r e u n i f i c a t i o n , 
a s i t w i l l c o n c e r n t h e d e s t i n y o f 
t h e C h i n e s e n a t i o n f o r g e n e r a t i o n s 
t o c o m e . M o r e o v e r , A m e r i c a h a s 
n e v e r c e a s e d t o m a k e n o i s e s ' a n d 
c r e a t e i n c i d e n t s o v e r t h e T a i w a n 
i s s u e , c o n s t a n t l y r e m i n d i n g p e o p l e 
t h a t a s l o n g a s t h i s i s s u e r e m a i n s 
u n s e t t l e d , i t i s d i f f i c u l t f o r t h e S i n o -
U S r e l a t i o n s t o d e v e l o p h e a l t h i l y . 

O n t o p o f a l l t h i s , t h e r e i s t h e 
s i t u a t i o n i n s i d e t h e i s l a n d i t s e l f , 
w h i c h i s b y n o m e a n s s t a t i c . W i t h 
t h e l a p s e o f t i m e , i t i n c r e a s i n g l y 
b r i n g s a s e i l s e o f u r g e n c y t o t h e 
i s s u e . 

I f , b y r e l y i n g o n t h e s u p p o r t o f 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , t h e T a i w a n 
a u t h o r i t i e s s h o u l d s t i c k t o a d i e ­
h a r d p o s i t i o n , i f t h e a p p e a r a n c e 
o f " t w o C h i n a s " o n t h e i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l a r e n a s h o u l d b e c o m e a r e a l 
d a n g e r a n d i f , b e c a u s e o f s u c c e s ­
s i o n c r i s e s o r o t h e r f a c t o r s , a n 

u n s o l u b l e c h a o t i c s i t u a t i o n s h o u l d 
a r i s e o n t h e i s l a n d i n c l u d i n g , in 
extremis, t h e s e i z i n g o f t h e p o w e r 
b y a f e w " T a i w a n i n d e p e n d e n c e " 
e l e m e n t s a n d t h e d e c l a r a t i o n o f t h e 
i n d e p e n d e n c e o f T a i w a n , t h e P R C 
g o v e r n m e n t i s b o u n d t o d o s o m e ­
t h i n g . S h o u l d t h i s h a p p e n , t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s w i l l f i n d i t s e l f i n a 
r e a l d i l e m m a a n d , w i t h o n e m i s ­
s t e p , i t s r e l a t i o n s w i t h C h i n a w i l l 
m e e t w i t h s e r i o u s a n d p o t e n t i a l l y 
c r i t i c a l s e t b a c k s . 

T h e a b o v e s c e n a r i o i s n o t m e n ­
t i o n e d t o c r e a t e a s e n s a t i o n b u t t o 
r e m i n d p e o p l e t h a t s u c h a p o s s i ­
b i l i t y d o e s e x i s t . 

I t m a y n o t b e i r r e l e v a n t t o r e ­
c a l l h e r e s o m e p a r t s o f m o d e r n 
h i s t o r y i n S i n o - U S r e l a t i o n s . 

D u r i n g t h e a n t i - J a p a n e s e w a r i n 
t h e 4 0 s , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s h a d a 
v a l u a b l e c h a n c e t o e s t a b l i s h s o u n d 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y o f C h i n a a n d l o s t i t . R i g h t 
a f t e r t h e w a r , a t t h e c r u c i a l m o ­
m e n t w h e n t h e c r i s i s o f a c i v i l 
w a r l o o m e d l a r g e i n C h i n a , m a n y 
a p e r s o n w i t h i n s i g h t i n t h e U S 
g o v e r n m e n t w a r n e d a g a i n s t U S 
i n v o l v e m e n t i n C h i n a ' s i n t e r n a l 
c o n f l i c t s , f e a r i n g s u c h w o u l d o n l y 
b r i n g e n d l e s s t r o u b l e f o r t h e U n i t ­
e d S t a t e s . Y e t , t h e U S g o v e r n ­
m e n t f i n a l l y s a n k i n t h e q u a g m i r e 
o f i n t e r v e n t i o n . B y t h e t i m e o f 
t h e v i c t o r y o f t h e C h i n e s e r e v o l u ­
t i o n , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s h a d a n o t h ­
e r c h a n c e t o d i s e n g a g e i t s e l f c o m ­
p l e t e l y f r o m t h e c i v i l w a r a n d t o 
p r e p a r e c o n d i t i o n s f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g 
n o r m a l r e l a t i o n s w i t h N e w C h i n a , 
y e t U S p o l i c y m a k e r s h e s i t a t e d a n d 
f a i l e d t o m a k e u p t h e i r m i n d f o r 
a d e c i s i v e c h a n c e b e f o r e i t w a s t o o 
l a t e . T h e r e s u l t w a s t h e i s o l a t i o n 
o f t h e t w o g r e a t n a t i o n s f r o m e a c h 
o t h e r f o r a q u a r t e r o f c e n t u r y . 

N o w t h a t t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e ­
t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s h a s f i n a l ­
l y n o r m a l i z e d , t h e r e a r e b e f o r e t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d C h i n a u n p r e c e ­
d e n t e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s . T h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s i s , h o w e v e r , f a c e d a g a i n 

w i t h a m a j o r c h o i c e : W h e t h e r i t 
w i l l s e i z e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o se t ­
t l e o n c e a n d f o r a l l t h i s o u t s t a n d ­
i n g i s s u e b y w i e l d i n g i t s i n f l u e n c e 
i n a p o s i t i v e w a y , o r a t l e a s t b y 
d i s e n g a g i n g i t s e l f c o m p l e t e l y * a n d 
s i n c e r e l y f r o m C h i n e s e i n t e r n a l a f ­
f a i r s . O r w i l l t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
m i s s y e t a n o t h e r g o l d e n o p p o r t u ­
n i t y b e c a u s e o f i t s l a c k o f f o r e ­
s i g h t ? T h e r e q u i r e m e n t f o r a 
c h o i c e m a y n o t b e i m m i n e n t . B u t , 
s u c h a c h o i c e c a n n o t b e p r o l o n g e d 
i n d e f i n i t e l y , f o r t h e c o u r s e o f 
e v e n t s o f t e n p r o c e e d s f a s t e r t h a n 
o n e w o u l d e x p e c t . 

I t i s u n d e r s t o o d t h a t t h e p r o ­
m o t i o n o f b i l a t e r a l r e l a t i o n s r e q u i r e 
p o s i t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n s f r o m b o t h 
s i d e s , a n d i t i s n o t t h e a u t h o r s ' 
o p i n i o n t h a t C h i n a h a s e x h a u s t e d 
a l l i t s e f f o r t s i n o t h e r f i e l d s . 
H o w e v e r , t h i s o n e p a r t i c u l a r 
s t u m b l i n g b l o c k i n S i n o - U S 
r e l a t i o n s c a n o n l y b e r e m o v e d 
b y t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t h r o u g h 
i t s f u l l i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e 
p r i n c i p l e s l a i d d o w n i n t h e t h r e e 
c o m m u n i q u e s . M o r e o v e r , C h i n a 
h a s a d v a n c e d t h e f o r m u l a o f " o n e 
c o u n t r y , t w o s y s t e m s " f o r r e u n i ­
f i c a t i o n , s h o w i n g t h e s i n c e r i t y 
a n d r e a l i s t i c a p p r o a c h o f i t s 
l e a d e r s i n s t r i v i n g f o r a p e a c e f u l 
s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e q u e s t i o n . T h i s 
i s a f o r m u l a w h i c h , u n d e r t h e 
p r e m i s e o f o n e C h i n a , t a k e s i n t o 
f u l l a c c o u n t t h e r e a l i t y o f T a i w a n , 
a n d t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e p e o p l e 
t h e r e , a n d i n w h i c h t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s h a s a l l t o g a i n a n d n o t h i n g 
t o l o s e . B e s i d e s k e e p i n g i t s p r e s ­
e n t e c o n o m i c i n t e r e s t s o n t h e 
i s l a n d a n d i t s t i e s w i t h t h e p e o p l e 
t h e r e , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w i l l b e 
a b l e t o f r e e i t s e l f f r o m t h e e v e r -
p r e s e n t d i l e m m a a n d p o t e n t i a l 
c r i s i s . W h a t i s m o s t i m p o r t a n t i s 
t h a t , w i t h t h e m a j o r s t u m b l i n g 
b l o c k r e m o v e d , t h e t w o n a t i o n s 
w i l l b e a b l e t o f u r t h e r t h e i r r e ­
l a t i o n s h i p i n g i a n t s t e p s a n d , t o ­
g e t h e r , m a k e p o s i t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
t o t h e s t a b i l i t y a n d p r o s p e r i t y o f 
t h e A s i a n - P a c i f i c r e g i o n . • 
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Going Full Circle: Brecht in Beijing 
The works of Bertolt Brecht, German poet, playwright and theatrical innovator, are 
finding new audiences in China. In this article, a Chinese stage director discusses 
the influences Brechtian drama is having on contemporary Chinese theatre., 

by CHEN YONG 

T O m a n y C h i n e s e r e a d e r s a n d 
p l a y g o e r s , t h e n a m e o f t h e 

G e r m a n p o e t , p l a y w r i g h t a n d 
t h e a t r i c a l r e f o r m e r B e r t o l t B r e c h t 
( 1 8 9 8 - 1 9 5 6 ) m a y n o t b e a s f a m i l ­
i a r as t h o s e o f S h a k e s p e a r e , M o l -
i e r e , I b s e n , C h e k h o v o r S t a n i s l a v ­
s k y . T h i s i s b e c a u s e C h i n e s e t r a n s ­
l a t i o n s a n d p e r f o r m a n c e s o f h i s 
r i c h a n d f a s c i n a t i n g p l a y s , p o e m s , 
w o r k s o n t h e a t r i c a l t h e o r y a n d 
e x p e r i e n c e o f s t a g e d i r e c t i n g h a v e 
b e e n f e w a n d l a t e i n c o m i n g . 

U s i n g M a r x i s t d i a l e c t i c s t o g u i d e 
h i s c r e a t i v e a c t i v i t i e s , B r e c h t m a d e 
o u t s t a n d i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e 
p r o g r e s s i v e t h e a t r e p r i o r t o a n d 
a f t e r W o r l d W a r I I , e x e r t i n g g r e a t 
i n f l u e n c e o n W e s t e r n i n t e l l e c t u a l s 
a n d t h e a t r i c a l r e f o r m i n t h e w o r l d . 

H e w a s i n t e r e s t e d i n a n d i n ­
f l u e n c e d b y C h i n e s e c u l t u r e a n d 
a r t — a n i n t e r e s t t h a t C h i n a i s 
n o w r e c i p r o c a t i n g i n t h i s e r a o f 
i n t e n s e s o c i a l c h a n g e , w h e n b o t h 
t h e a t r i c a l w o r k e r s a n d a u d i e n c e s 
a r e e x p l o r i n g n e w m o d e s o f e x ­
p r e s s i o n . 

F r o m m y o w n e x p e r i e n c e s o n 
t w o o c c a s i o n s ( c o - d i r e c t i n g The 
Life of Galileo w i t h m y p r e d e c e s ­
s o r , H u a n g Z u o l i n , i n 1 9 7 9 ; a n d 
d i r e c t i n g The Caucasian Chalk 
Circle t h i s y e a r ) , i t d a w n e d o n m e 
t h a t B r e c h t w a s q u i t e c l o s e t o u s 
a n d t h a t h e w a s n o t s o d i f f i c u l t 
f o r t h e C h i n e s e t o u n d e r s t a n d . 

T h e a u t h o r i s a stage d i r e c t o r as 
w e l l as d e p u t y d i r e c t o r o f t h e C h i n a 
Y o u t h A r t T h e a t r e . 

W h e n t h e t h r e e - h o u r - l o n g The 
Life of Galileo w a s s t a g e d i n C h i ­
n a i n 1 9 7 9 , t h e t h e a t r e w a s p a c k ­
e d f o r e a c h p e r f o r m a n c e i n i t s 
t h r e e - m o n t h r u n . M a n y p l a y ­
g o e r s w r o t e t o u s o r a t t e n d e d f o -
r u p i s w e h e l d a f t e r t h e p r o d u c t i o n . 
S o m e s a i d t h a t B r e c h t h e l p e d t h e m 
p o n d e r o n l i f e a n d k n o w t h e w o r l d 
i n a d i a l e c t i c a l w a y . O t h e r s s a i d 
t h a t B r e c h t ' s a r t h a d a s t o n i s h i n g l y 
u n i q u e i m p a c t ; t h a t h i s p l a y s , s o 
d i f f e r e n t f r o m t r a d i t i o n a l d r a m a , 
w e r e v e r y r e f r e s h i n g . I n a w o r d , 
t h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f h i s w o r k s h a d 
i n s t i l l e d t h e t h e a t r e w i t h n e w l i f e . 

T h e C h i n a Y o u t h A r t T h e a t r e 
h a s a l w a y s p a i d a t t e n t i o n t o t h e 
c h a n g i n g s p i r i t u a l d e m a n d s a n d 
a e s t h e t i c c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f t h e 
c o u n t r y ' s y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n . 
T h a t i s w h y , w h e n w e s p o n s o r e d 
w i t h o t h e r u n i t s C h i n a ' s f i r s t f o r ­
u m o n B r e c h t l a s t A p r i l , w e a l s o 
b e g a n r e h e a r s i n g The Caucasian 
Chalk Circle, w h i c h r e p r e s e n t s 
m u c h o f B r e c h t ' s a e s t h e t i c a s p i r a ­
t i o n . 

F o r t h i s w o r k , w r i t t e n i n 1 9 4 4 , 
B r e c h t b o r r o w e d t h e p l o t o f a 
Y u a n D y n a s t y ( 1 2 7 1 - 1 3 6 8 ) C h i ­
n e s e p l a y a n d r e s e t i t i n a n c i e n t 
R u s s i a . I n t h e M i d d l e A g e s , a 
c i v i l w a r e r u p t s i n G e o r g i a . D i s -
s i d e m n o b l e s o v e r t h r o w t h e g r a n d 
d u k e a n d k i l l t h e g o v e r n o r . T h e 
g o v e r n o r ' s w i f e f l e e s , l e a v i n g h e r 
s o n b e h i n d . A k i n d - h e a r t e d se r ­
v a n t w o m a n f i n d s t h e d e s e r t e d 
b o y a n d p r o t e c t s h i m f r o m m a r ­
a u d i n g b a n d s o f s o l d i e r s . S h e e n ­
d u r e s m a n y h a r d s h i p s t o b r i n g u p 
t h e b o y . W h e n t h e u p r i s i n g e n d s , 
t h e g o v e r n o r ' s w i f e s e n d s p e o p l e 
t o r e t r i e v e t h e b o y s o s h e c a n i n ­

h e r i t t h e g o v e r n o r ' s e s t a t e . S h e 
s u e s t h e s e r v a n t w o m a n . Y e t t h e 
j u d g e g i v e s h i s v e r d i c t , b y v i r t u e 
o f t h e c h a l k c i r c l e , t h a t t h e b o y 
s h o u l d b e l o n g t o h i s a d o p t e d 
m o t h e r — t h e s e r v a n t w o m a n . 

A n o u t s t a n d i n g w o r k i m b u e d 
w i t h r e a l i s m a n d h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m . 
The Caucasian Chalk Circle s t a n d s 
f o r r i g h t e o u s n e s s a n d e u l o g i z e s 
t h e k i n d a n d h o n e s t n a t u r e o f t h e 
c o m m o n p e o p l e . P o e t i c a n d w i t ­
t y , i t s c h a r a c t e r s v i v i d a n d f i n e l y 
d e l i n e a t e d , t h e p l a y g i v e s a c t o r s 
a n d d i r e c t o r s a l i k e m u c h s c o p e t o 
e m p l o y t h e i r t a l e n t s . 

T o f i n d t h e l i n k s b e t w e e n t h e 
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a e s t h e t i c p r i n c i p l e s o f B r e c h t ' s 
d r a m a a n d o u r o w n t r a d i t i o n s , w e 
e m p h a s i z e t h e u s e o f v a r i o u s p e r ­
f o r m i n g t e c h n i q u e s f r o m t h e C h i ­
n e s e t h e a t r e — s i n g i n g , t a l k i n g , 
a c t i n g a n d a c r o b a t i c s — t o p o r t r a y 
t h e n u m e r o u s c h a r a c t e r s a n d t o 
d e m o n s t r a t e s t a g e b e h a v i o u r a n d 
c h a n g i n g s c e n e s . B y t h e t i m e , t h e 
a c t o r s a n d a c t r e s s e s a r e g i v i n g f u l l 
p l a y t o t h e i r w i s d o m t o e x p o s e t h e 
n a t u r e o f l i f e i n s o c i e t y . T h e 
p l a y ' s o v e r 9 0 c h a r a c t e r s w e r e 
p e r f o r m e d b y 3 6 a r t i s t s , w i t h 
s o m e c r e a t i n g s i x o r s e v e n r o l e s 
i n t h e c o u r s e o f t h e p r o d u c t i o n . 
T h i s f o r c e s u s t o a v o i d r e p e t i t i o n 
a n d s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s . W e m o d ­
e l l e d c h a r a c t e r s ' m a s k s a f t e r t h e 
f a c i a l m a k e u p u s e d i n B e i j i n g 
o p e r a , a n d l e t t h e a c t o r s a n d ac ­
t r e s s e s u s e d i f f e r e n t v o i c e s a n d 
m o t i o n s t o p o r t r a y t h e i r d i f f e r e n t 
r o l e s . T h i s g a v e t h e a r t i s t s n e w 
w i n g s o f e x p r e s s i o n . W h i l e e m ­
p l o y i n g t h e i r o w n e x p e r i e n c e s i n 
t h e i r a c t i n g , t h e y w e r e a l l o w e d t o 
p o r t r a y t h e i r c h a r a c t e r s as t h e y 
s a w f i t s o t h a t t h e y c o u l d e x p e ­
r i e n c e a j o y a n d f r e e d o m o f c r e a ­
t i o n t h e y h a d n e v e r f e l t b e f o r e . 
B r e c h t ' s w o r k m a d e u s b e l i e v e w e 
c o u l d b l a z e a n e w t r a i l f o r C h i n a ' s 
p e r f o r m i n g a r t s . 

T h e o r i g i n a l Caucasian Chalk 

Circle u s e d f o l k a r i a s t o t e l l t h e 
s t o r y a n d e x p r e s s t h e c h a r a c t e r s ' 
p s y c h o l o g y . O u r s t a g i n g f o l l o w s 
t h i s n a r r a t i v e m e t h o d f a i t h f u l l y . 
I n a d d i t i o n , w e m a k e u s e o f C h i ­
n e s e c h o r e o g r a p h y , m i m e t e c h n i ­
q u e s a n d m a r t i a l a r t s t o i l l u m i n a t e 
v a r i o u s s c e n e s . T h e h a n d l i n g o f 
a c o u s t i c s a n d l i g h t i n g a r e a l s o de ­
s i g n e d t o i m m e r s e t h e a u d i e n c e s 
i n t h e d r a m a i n a n o b j e c t i v e m a n ­
n e r , i n s t e a d o f s h a r i n g t h e f e e l i n g s 
o f t h e c h a r a c t e r s i n t h e u s u a l w a y . 
A l l t h e s e e x p e r i m e n t s a r e a i m e d 
a t g i v i n g p e r f o r m e r s a n d s p e c t a ­
t o r s a l i k e m o r e t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t . A s a r e s u l t , a u ­
d i e n c e s p a r t i c i p a t e m o r e f u l l y i n 
t h e e x p e r i e n c e . T h e a t r i c a l p e r f o r ­
m a n c e s s h o u l d n o t o n l y h e l p a u ­
d i e n c e s u n d e r s t a n d t h e w o r l d , b u t 
i n d u c e a c t i o n t o t r a n s f o r m t h e 
w o r l d . T h i s i s t h e r e a l p h i l o ­
s o p h i c a l b a s i s o f B r e c h t ' s aes­
t h e t i c s . 

T h e s t u d y a n d a p p l i c a t i o n o f 
B r e c h t ' s t h e a t r i c a l a r t c a n n o t 
o n l y h e l p C h i n e s e a r t i s t s c o m e 
i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h t h e p u l s e o f t h e 
c o n t e m p o r a r y w o r l d t h e a t r e ; i t c a n 
a l s o s t i m u l a t e o u r l o v e a n d res ­
p e c t f o r t h e l e g a c y a n d t r a d i t i o n 
o f o u r o w n n a t i o n a l t h e a t r i c a l 
a r t s , s p u r u s o n t o e x p l o r e n e w 
a e s t h e t i c p r i n c i p l e s a n d m e t h o d s 

o f p r e s e n t a t i o n . B r e c h t n e v e r a d ­
v o c a t e d s i m p l e i m i t a t i o n ; h e n e v e r 
u s e d h i s t h e a t r i c a l i d e a s t o s h a c ­
k l e o t h e r p e o p l e ' s c r e a t i v i t y . W i t h 
h i s o r i g i n a l i t y , h e n u r t u r e d a w h o l e 
g e n e r a t i o n o f t h e a t r i c a l r e f o r m e r s 
w h o e m b r a c e d a r t i s t i c c r e a t i v i t y , 
a n d i n s p i r e d h i s a u d i e n c e s w i t h 
n e w t a s t e s a n d d i a l e c t i c a l m o d e s 
o f t h o u g h t . 

T h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f The Cau­
casian Chalk Circle g i v e s o u r 
t h e a t r e n e w k n o w l e d g e a n d n e w 
c o n c e p t s ; h e l p s u s f i n d n e w w a y s 
a n d m e a n s . I t a l s o p o s e s n e w 
p r o b l e m s a n d r e v e a l s n e w v i s t a s 
f o r t h i n k i n g . I n s h o r t , B r e c h t 
h e l p s u s m a r c h b e t t e r t o w a r d s t h e 
f u t u r e . H e h e l p s u s a v o i d m a r k ­
i n g o u r s e l v e s o n l y as t h e d i s c i p l e s 
o f a s i n g l e m a s t e r , a s h a s a l w a y s 
h a p p e n e d b e f o r e . W e s h o u l d l o o k 
t o t h e w h o l e w o r l d , l e t e v e r y t h i n g 
g o o d s e r v e u s a n d b l a z e o u r o w n 
t r a i l s , t o c r e a t e a t h e a t r i c a l a r t 
w o r t h y o f t h e n a m e o f t h e g r e a t 
C h i n e s e n a t i o n . 

T h e C h i n a Y o u t h A r t T h e a t r e ' s 
p r o d u c t i o n o f The Caucasian 
Chalk Circle i s d i f f e r e n t f r o m 
B r e c h t ' s o w n s t a g i n g , p r o d u c e d i n 
t h e 1 9 5 0 s b y t h e B e r l i n T h e a t r e o f 
t h e G e r m a n D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c . 
I t a l s o d i f f e r s f r o m t h e p e r f o r ­
m a n c e s o f t h e a t r i c a l t r o u p e s i n 
o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . O u r p e r f o r m a n c e 
i s d e s i g n e d f o r c o n t e m p o r a r y C h i - -
n e s e a u d i e n c e s . I t i s B r e c h t ' s 
p l a y , b u t w i t h o u r e x p l a n a t i o n 
a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g . I f B r e c h t 
w e r e s t i l l a l i v e a n d c o u l d a t t e n d 
o u r p e r f o r m a n c e , h e w o u l d a g r e e 
w i t h o u r n e w , l o y a l a n d r e v e r e n t 
b e t r a y a l t o h i s w o r k , b e c a u s e , i n 
t h e f i n a l a n a l y s i s , s i m p l e i m i t a t i o n 
i s n o t a r t i s t i c c r e a t i o n . • 
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S O M E p e o p l e t h i n k o f C h i n a ' s 
o p e n p o l i c y a s a n u n h e a l t h y 

i n f l u e n c e o n t h e c o u n t r y ' s i d e o l o g ­
i c a l c i v i l i z a t i o n . 

T h e s e c r i t i c s w o u l d p r e f e r t h a t 
t h e n a t i o n k e e p a v i g i l a n t e y e o n 
i t s d o o r s , s a y i n g t o o w i d e a n o p e n ­
i n g t h o u g i i i t m i g h t f u r t h e r m a t e r i a l 
p r o g r e s s , w i l l o n l y i m p a i r i d e o l o g ­
i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t . 

T h e o p e n p o l i c y , h o w e v e r , i s a 
c o m p l e x , m u l t i - f a c e t e d p r o g r a m m e . 
S o m e p e o p l e s e p a r a t e m a t e r i a l a n d 
i d e o l o g i c a l c i v i l i z a t i o n s i n d i s c u s s ­
i n g t h e r e a s o n s f o r C h i n e s e 
p o v e r t y . T h e s e p e o p l e c o n t e n d , 
t h a t w h i l e C h i n a ' s m a t e r i a l l i f e 
i s b e h i n d t h a t o f o t h e r c o u n ­
t r i e s , i t s s p i r i t u a l l i f e i s m o r e a d ­
v a n c e d . S u c h r e a s o n i n g , h o w e v e r , 
i s f l a w e d . 

A c c o r d i n g t o M a r x i s t t e n e t s , 
i d e o l o g i c a l c i v i l i z a t i o n i s b u i l t o n 
a f o u n d a t i o n o f m a t e r i a l c i v i l i z a ­
t i o n . T w o p o i n t s s h o u l d b e c l e a r 
w h e n d i s c u s s i n g t h e i d e o l o g i c a l 
c i v i l i z a t i o n i n f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s . 
F i r s t , t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f f o r e i g n 
c o u n t r i e s i s n o t m e a n t t o i n c l u d e 
o n l y c a p i t a l i s t n a t i o n s , j u s t a s t h e 
t e r m s o c i a l i s t i s n o t m e a n t f o r 
C h i n a a l o n e . C h i n a ' s p o l i c y o f 
o p e n i n g t o t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d a l s o 
i n c l u d e s o p e n i n g t o o t h e r s o c i a l i s t 
c o u n t r i e s . S e c o n d , C h i n a ' s i d e o l o g ­
i c a l c i v i l i z a t i o n e m b r a c e s t h e m o s t 
a d v a n c e d i d e o l o g y — M a r x i s m a n d 
L e n i n i s m . T h i s d o c t r i n e , h o w e v e r , 
d o e s n o t e n c o m p a s s e v e r y t h i n g 
g o o d i n c i v i l i z a t i o n , n o r i s i-t u n i ­
q u e t o s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s . C a p i t a l ­
i s t i d e o l o g y u n d o u b t e d l y c o n ­
t a i n s m a n y d e c a d e n t a n d u n ­
h e a l t h y i n f l u e n c e f o r w h i c h w e 

s h o u l d b e o n t h e a l e r t . C a p i t a l i s m 
a l s o , h o w e v e r , h a s s o m e v a l u a b l e 
f a c e t s , t o w h i c h w e s h o u l d b e 
a t t e n t i v e . 

F o r e x a m p l e , t h e C h i n e s e c a n 
l e a r n f r o m W e s t e r n p r a c t i c e s o f 
p o l i t e n e s s t h a t m i g h t p r o m p t a 
m a n t o o f f e r h i s s e a t o n a c r o w d e d 
b u s t o a w o m a n . 

J o s e p h V . S t a l i n a p p r e c i a t e d 
A m e r i c a n p r a g m a t i s m , w h i c h 
i s a l s o a p a r t o f A m e r i c a n 
i d e o l o g i c a l c i v i l i z a t i o n . I t m u s t 
b e p o i n t e d o u t t h a t s o m e 
p e o p l e t r y t o a v o i d s p e a k i n g 

from "LIAO WANG' 
(Outlook Weekly) 

L I S H E N G C H U N i s a 4 0 - y e a r -
o l d t r o l l e y - b u s c o n d u c t o r , w h o 

f a i l e d h i s s e h i o r s c h o o l e x a m i n a ­
t i o n s 2 4 y e a r s a g o . L i , h o w e v e r , 
n e v e r s t o p p e d s t u d y i n g . 

A s a c o n d u c t o r , L i o f t e n w o r k e d 
n i g h t s h i f t s , l e a v i n g h i s d a y s f r e e 
f o r h i s s t u d i e s . A f t e r t w o y e a r s 
t h e s e l f - e d u c a t e d m a n h a d c o m ­
p l e t e d a l l t h e s u b j e c t s r e q u i r e d o f 
s e n i o r s c h o o l s t u d e n t s . B e c a u s e L i 
h a d f i v e y o u n g e r s i s t e r s a n d b r o t h ­
e r s a n d h i s f a m i l y w a s p o o r , h e 
c o u l d n o t a t t e n d c o l l e g e , a n d s o 
h e h a d t o c o n t i n u e h i s s e l f - : i n s t r u c t -
e d e d u c a t i o n . 

O n e d a y , L i r e a d i n t h e n e w s ­
p a p e r a b o u t a F r e n c h c a p t a i n w h o 
h a d l e a r n t a d o z e n f o r e i g n l a n ­
g u a g e s t h r o u g h s e l f - s t u d y a n d h a s 
c o m p i l e d t h e w o r l d ' s f i r s t Cunei­
form Characters Dictionary, u n v e i l -

o f t h e W e s t ' s i d e o l o g i c a l c i v i l i z a ­
t i o n b e c a u s e t h e y a r e a f r a i d t o b e 
l a b e l l e d a s p e o p l e w h o " w o r s h i p 
a n d f l a t t e r w h a t i s f o r e i g n . " T h e 
a t t i t u d e o f b l i n d w o r s h i p , h o w e v e r , 
i s m o r e r e f l e c t e d i n m a t e r i a l r a t h e r 
t h a n i n s p i r i t u a l l i f e . F o r i n s t a n c e , 
s o m e C h i n e s e a d v e r t i s e r s t o u t t h e i r 
p r o d u c t s , p r o c l a i m i n g t h e y a r e c o m ­
p o s e d o f i m p o r t e d p a r t s . 

I d e o l o g i c a l c i v i l i z a t i o n i s t h e 
t r e a s u r e o f a l l m a n k i n d . W e h a v e 
n o r e a s o n t o s h u t o u r d o o r i n t h i s 
r e s p e c t . T h e r e a r e m a n y c o r r u p t 
e l e m e n t s i n c a p i t a l i s t i d e o l o g y a n d 
l i f e s t y l e . W e s h o u l d , h o w e v e r , b e 
c a r e f u l n o t t o i g n o r e i t s v a l u a b l e 
a n d h e a l t h y a s p e c t s w h i l e r e s i s t i n g 
i t s d e c a d e n c e . 

i n g t h e e n i g m a o f a n c i e n t E g y p t i a n 
c u l t u r e . T h e r e p o r t e n c o u r a g e d L i 
t o s t u d y f o r e i g n l a n g u a g e s o n h i s 
o w n . 

S i n c e h i s t i m e w a s p r e c i o u s , L i 
d e v e l o p e d h i s o w n e f f i c i e n t m e t h ­
o d s f o r s t u d y i n g l a n g u a g e s t h a t 
i n v o l v e d w r i t i n g t h e n e w w o r d s o u t 
o n p a p e r a n d t h e n l e a r n i n g t h e m 
b y h e a r t w h e n e v e r h e h a d 
f r e e t i m e . L i se t a g o a l o f 3 0 0 
w o r d s p e r d a y . H i s f i v e E n g l i s h -
C h i n e s e d i c t i o n a r i e s a r e a l l d o g ­
e a r e d w i t h h i s d a i l y u s a g e . 

A f t e r y e a r s o f d a i l y s t u d y 
a n d d e d i c a t i o n t o a d i f f i c u l t g o a l , 
L i c a n n o w r e a d 2 2 f o r e i g n l a n g u a ­
ges , i n c l u d i n g E n g l i s h , F r e n c h , 
G e r m a n , S p a n i s h , P o r t u g u e s e , I t a l ­
i a n , S w e d i s h , D a n i s h , D u t c h , R o ­
m a n i a n , I n d o n e s i a n , C z e c h , P o l i s h , 
B u l g a r i a n , P e r s i a n , U r d u a n d 
S w a h i l i . H e h a s m a s t e r e d s o m e 
3 0 , 0 0 0 E n g l i s h w o r d s a n d 3 , 0 0 0 t o 
5 , 0 0 0 w o r d s o f o t h e r l a n g u a g e s . 

An A m a t e u r Translator 

October 14, 1985 27 



F o r h i s d i l i g e n c e a n d d i s c i p l i n e , 
L i w a s g i v e n t h e t i t l e " a s s i s t a n t 
t r a n s l a t o r " a n d a w a r d e d a p r i z e b y 
t h e N a t i o n a l W o r k e r s ' R e a d i n g a n d 
S e l f - S t u d y O r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Beijing Peop/e's 
Timetable 

from "BEIJING RIBAO" 
(Beijing Daily) 

TtTTlTH m o r e a n d m o r e p e o p l e — 
" m e n a n d w o m e n — h o l d i n g 

d o w n f u l l - t i m e j o b s i n C h i n a t h e s e 
d a y s , t i m e d i s t r i b u t i o n h a s b e c o m e 
i n c r e a s i n g l y i m p o r t a n t . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g r e p r e s e n t s h o w 
B e i j i n g ' s e m p l o y e d p o p u l a t i o n o n 
t h e a v e r a g e d i s t r i b u t e t h e i r d a i l y 
h o u r s : 

— E i g h t h o u r s , 1 1 m i n u t e s f o r 
w o r k ; 

— O n e h o u r , s e v e n m i n u t e s 
s p e n t t r a v e l l i n g t o a n d f r o m w o r k ; 

— N i n e h o u r s , 1 4 m i n u t e s f o r 
s l e e p i n g a n d e a t i n g ; 

— T w o h o u r s , 2 7 m i n u t e s f o r 
h o u s e h o l d c h o r e s ; 

— S i x t e e n m i n u t e s f o r e d u c a t i n g 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n ; 

— F i f t y - s i x m i n u t e s f o r r e a d i n g ; 

— O n e h o u r , 5 0 m i n u t e s f o r r e ­
c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

M e n a n d w o m e n d i s t r i b u t e t h e i r 
t i m e d i f f e r e n t l y , w i t h w o m e n 
s p e n d i n g o n e h o u r m o r e t h a n m e n 
i n d o i n g h o u s e w o r k , w h i l e m e n 
s p e n d i n g 15 t o 3 4 m i n u t e s m o r e 
t h a n w o m e n r e a d i n g . 

S o m e m a r r i e d w o m e n w i t h c h i l ­
d r e n , h o w e v e r , s p e n d as m u c h as 
f o u r h o u r s e a c h d a y i n h o u s e k e e p ­
i n g . F o r t h e m , t h e r e f o r e , a f u l l -
t i m e j o b d o e s n o t m e a n e m a n ­
c i p a t i o n . R a t h e r , i t r e p r e s e n t s a n 
i n c r e a s e i n t h e i r d a i l y b u r d e n . T o 
s o l v e t h i s p r o b l e m , t h e e m p l o y m e n t 
r a t e a m o n g m a r r i e d w o m e n w i t h 

c h i l d r e n s h o u l d b e r e a d j u f t e d , 
w h i l e a t t e n t i o n i s p a i d t o s o c i a l i z ­
i n g h o u s e h o l d ^ b o u r t h r o u g h d e ­
v e l o p i n g s e r v i c e t r a d e s . 

Have You Had 
Dinner? 

from "RENMIN RIBAO" 
(overseas edition) 

(People's Daily) 

" H a v e y o u h a d d i n n e r ? " 
" Y e s , a n d y o u ? " 
" Y e s , j u s t n o w . " 

I n s t e a d o f a s k i n g o n e a n o t h e r 
w h e r e t h e y w e r e g o i n g as a f o r m 
o f g r e e t i n g , w h i c h i s m o r e c o m m o n 
i n u r b a n C h i n a t h e s e d a y s , p e o p l e 
u s e d t o w a n t t o k n o w i f t h e i r 
f r i e n d s h a d a n e m p t y s t o m a c h o r 
n o t . W h e r e a n d w h y t h i s s a l u t a ­
t i o n b e g a n , h o w e v e r , n o o n e 
k n o w s f o r s u r e . 

O n e g u e s s i s t h a t t h e s e w o r d s 
w e r e f i r s t e x c h a n g e d b e c a u s e o f 
p a s t p r o b l e m s w i t h f e e d i n g t h e 
p o p u l a t i o n . C h i n a i s a b e a u t i f u l 
c o u n t r y f u l l o f r i c h r e s o u r c e s . B u t , 
i t s p e o p l e h a v e s u f f e r e d a t t i m e s , 
a n d h a v e e n d u r e d s o m e d i f f i c u l t 
p e r i o d s w h e n t h e r e w a s n o t e n o u g h 
t o e a t . 

T h u s p e o p l e ' s f i r s t w o r d s t o o n e 
a n o t h e r e x p r e s s e d t h e i r c o n c e r n f o r 
t h e i r f r i e n d s ' w e l l - b e i n g , k n o w i n g 
t h a t t h e c h a n c e s t h a t h e o r s h e ac ­
t u a l l y h a d n o t h a d d i n n e r f o r a 
c o u p l e o f d a y s w e r e v e r y r e a l . I f 
s o m e o n e h a d ea t en , - h o w e v e r , a n d 
r e s p o n d e d as s u c h , t h e n o n e c o u l d 
b e a s s u r e d t h a t h i s o r h e r l i f e w a s 
g o i n g w e l l . 

T h e c o n c e r n f o r w h e t h e r o n e ' s 
n e i g h b o u r s h a d e a t e n m i g h t a l s o b e 
h i s t o r i c a l l y t r a c e d t o t h e r i t u a l 
c o n c e r n e m p e r o r s s h o w e d f o r g o o d 
h a r v e s t s . A f t e r s t r e s s i n g t h e i m ­
p o r t a n c e o f f e e d i n g t h e p e o p l e , 
e m p e r o r s s i n c e a n c i e n t t i m e s 
w o u l d o f t e n m a k e a c e r e m o n i a l 
v i s i t t o t h e c o u n t r y s i d e a n d t h e n 
t o t e m p l e s , t o s h o w t h e p e a s a n t s 

High-speed growth. 
Cartoon by Wang Kaixin 

t h e i r i n t e r e s t i n t h e i r h a r v e s t s a n d 
t o p r a y f o r b o u n t i f u l c r o p s . Y e t , 
n o f e u d a l r u l e r s h a d s o l v e d t h e 
p r o b l e m o f f e e d i n g C h i n a ' s b i g 
p o p u l a t i o n . 

S i n c e t h e f o u n d i n g o f t h e P e o ­
p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a , t h e p e r -
c a p i t a a n n u a l g r a i n c o n s u m p t i o n 
h a s r i s e n f r o m t h e 1 0 0 k i l o g r a m m e s 
a l l o t t e d b e f o r e l i b e r a t i o n t o m o r e 
t h a n 4 0 0 k i l o g r a m m e s t o d a y . I t i s 
p e r h a p s as a r e s u l t o f t h i s i n c r e a s e , 
a n d b e c a u s e o f C h i n a ' s n o w b o u n t i ­
f u l h a r v e s t s t h a t p e o p l e l e s s 
f r e q u e n t l y a s k a f t e r o n e a n o t h e r ' s 
l a s t m e a l . 
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B U S I N E S S A N D TRADIE 

Communications Growing Rapidly 
A sophisticated international 

telecommunication system will 
begin operating in China this 
month, making China one of the 
world's countries now using the 
advanced method of communica­
tion. 

The use of this sophisticated 
system is an endeavour by China 
to change its backward interna­
tional telecommunications. In re­
cent years, China has made great 
headway in the construction of in­
frastructure facilities for its inter­
national telecommunications. It 
now has established four ground 
satellite stations, three in Beijing 
and one in Shanghai. The Sino-
Japanese underwater cable system 
will be repaired next year and 
there are land cable and micro­
wave services between Guang­
zhou and Hongkong. The interna­
tional export bureaus in Beijing 
and Shanghai have installed 2,000-
line and 1,000-line programme-
controlled telegraph exchanges 
respectively. The international 
programme-controlled telephone 

exchanges and automatic relaiy 
equipment will be put into service 
this year. Through such develop­
ment, China now has direct com­
munication circuits with 46 coun­
tries and regions in the world. 

China also has started tele­
phone, telex, telegraph, photo tele­
graph, express copy telegraph and 
data indexing services. Of the 
communication services, the tele­
phone business has been growing 
at the fastest annual rate of 52 per­
cent. It is expected that in the next 
few years the growth rate will be 
at least 35 percent. With 761 cir­
cuits, China has established direct 
telephone relations with 30 coun­
tries and regions, while its interna­
tional telex business has been 
growing at an average annual rate 
of 40 percent recently. With 2,100 
telex subscribers and 600 interna­
tional telex circuits, automatic ex­
changes have now become possible 
between China and other countries. 

Since 1982 China has radio fac­
simile business ties" with Japan, 
Singapore and Hongkong, and thfc 

business volume in this area bas 
been multiplying. Apart from ex­
panding new business relations 
with Asian countries this year and 
the next, China will forge ties 
with countries in Europe and 
North America. 

China started its information in­
dexing business through the Italian 
data exchange network in 1983, 
and is now linked up with the 
US data network. It is expected 
that China will establish similar 
relations with gome other countries 
this year. 

Apart from its electronic links 
with the world, China also has 
direct postal relations with 113 
countries and provides insured 
mail services. In order to expe­
dite the delivery of mail, China 
opened an international express 
postal service in 1980 and has 
since established business rela­
tions with 30 countries and regions 
including Japan, the United States, 
Britain, France, the Federal Re­
public of Germany and Hongkong. 
China has also opened insured let­
ter and parcel business with 100 
countries and regions. 

Cities Secure More 
Foreign Contracts 

In September while foreign busi­
ness people were wondering 
whether China would add new 
limits to the amount of foreign in­
vestment in the country, a number 
of provinces and cities in the 
coastal areas and in the interior 
held a series of trade talks aimed 
at absorbing foreign capital and 
importing advanced technologies. 
Among the success recorded at 
these meetings are the following: 

• Sixty-six contracts valued at 
US$35 million were signed at the 

An operator at the Beijing Telegram Bureau telexing Karachi, Pakistan. 
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Shanxi International Economic 
and' Technological Co-operation 
Symposium. More than one-third 
of the projects involved the import 
of foreign capital, accounting for 
50 percent of the total volume of 
business. The number of contracts 
signed with Britain, France and the 
Federal Republic of Germany ac­
counted for 37 percent of the con­
tracts. *• 

• At the first Anhui Interna­
tional Economic and Trade Talks 
attended by 860 foreign business 
people from 26 countries and 
regions, the province signed 572 
contracts, letters of intent and 
agreements with foreign investors. 
The volume of import and export 
business amounted to US$100 mil­
lion, of which USf36 million is 
slated for importing technologies 
and equipment. 

• Seventy contracts totalling 
US|41 million were signed at the 
Hebei International Economic and 
Technological Co-operation Import 
and Export Fair. Thirty-one agree­
ments valued at US$82 million 
were also signed. The value of 
export ran to US$46.45 million. 
Among the 93 export commodities, 
textiles accounted for 63 percent. 

• About 100 contracts totalling 
US$57 million were signed at the 
•first International Investment and 
Import and Export Fair in Shen­
yang which has been invested with 
the power to do business in­
dependently with foreign countries 
this year. Officials from the north­
eastern city signed five contracts 
valued at US$30 million for the im­
port of foreign capital, 80 contracts 
worth US$21 million for the export 
of goods, and 16 contracts totalling 
US$6 million for tlie import of 
technologies, equipment and raw 
and semi-finished materials with 
foreign exchange. In addition, the 
Shenyang officials also signed 
seven agreements and 13 letters of 
intent with foreign business people. 

• At the week-long Zhejiang 
International Economic and Trade 

Symposium, the provincial officials 
signed with foreign investors 12 
contracts or letters of intent total­
ling US$30 million for establishing 
joint ventures and other enterprises 
to be operated through compensa­
tion trade. Zhejiang's major export 
commodities include canned food, 
aquatic products, rabbit fur, silk, 
satin and hardware products. 

Agriculture Fair 
Slated for Beijing 

The Beijing international agri­
cultural fair, which will be held 
under the auspices of the Cahners 
Exposition Group of the United 
States and will be attended by 
1,000 businessmen from 230 com­
panies of 11 countries and regions, 
will be held from November 4 to 
10. 

On display at the fair will in­
clude agricultural machinery, 
poultry and livestock breeding 
machines, as well as equipment for 
processing vegetables, grain and 
fruit. 

Participants will attach great 
importance to this fair. Agricul­
tural ministers from the Federal 
Republic of Germany and Canada 
and agricultural officials from six 
US states are expected to attend 
the fair. During the fair China 
will hold talks with foreign busi­
nessmen on livestock production, 
processing and production equip­
ment for aquatic, farm and side­
line products, the processing, pre­
servation, transport and storage of 
fruit and seek co-operation with 
them in these fields. 

This fair will be the second ma­
jor international agricultural ex­
hibition since the 12-nation exhibit 
organized by the China Council 
for the Promotion of Interna­
tional Trade in 1978. The fair 
is expected to offer the Chinese 
agricultural departments an oppor­
tunity to better understand ad­

vanced overseas technology and 
equipment, so as to expedite 
China's agricultural modernization. 

News in Brief 

• China has made rapid pro­
gress in proceeding with the 
projects and labour service pro­
grammes contracted for Guam and 
Saipan with the United States. Six 
Chinese companies have taken up 
15 projects and three labour ser­
vice programmes in the two US 
territories, involving 600 people. In 
addition, China also has bought a 
fish farm in Guam. 

• The Shanghai World Trade 
Centre was set up in Shanghai last 
month. The centre is intended to 
facilitate the flow of information 
between Shanghai and the Shang­
hai Economic Zone on the one 
hand and world trade centres in 
other countries and regions on the 
other. The centre's management 
will also be responsible for 
organizing economic and trade 
activities. 

• On September 20 China began 
implementing the policy of export 
licence control over 21 products. 
The newly licensed products in­
clude labour protection gloves, silk 
and satin, ceramics, frozen prawns, 
Chinese chestnuts, Hami melon, 
oolong tea, bristle brushes, bean-
dregs and soybean cakes, cassia 
bark, ramie and textiles, flax, 
hemp, bluish dogbane and jute 
fabrics, gunnysacks, toilet paper, 
Plan Zai Huang (a traditional Chi­
nese medicine), Chloromycetin, 
Tianjin pears and Shatian pomelos. 

• The Finnish government will 
loan China 50 million Finnish 
marks for development. 

The loan, to be repaid in 25 
years and set at an annual interest 
rate of 0.75 percent, will be 
granted, together with export and 
commercial credits, in the form of 
mixed loans. 
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CULTURE AND SCIENCE 

Ewenkis Display Customs, Arts 

An Ewenki womon in traditional cos­
tume has her two braids wrapped in 
embroidered and silver-edged cloth. 

E w e n k i s h a v e l i v e d u n d e r a v a r i e t y 
o f s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e s a n d e c o n o m i e s . 
B e f o r e 1 9 4 9 , w h i l e m o s t E w e n k i s 
l i v e d u n d e r a f e u d a l s y s t e m , a 
s m a l l n u m b e r l i v i n g i n t h e d e e p 
f o r e s t s w e r e b e g i n n i n g t o e m e r g e 
f r o m a p r i m i t i v e f o r m o f s o c i e t y , 
i n w h i c h e x t e n d e d c o m m u n e s w e r e 
m a d e u p o f f a m i l i e s . U n d e r t h i s 
s y s t e m , e a c h f a m i l y c o m m u n e w a s 
i t s o w n e c o n o m i c u n i t . T h e u n i t , 
c o m p o s e d o f g r a n d p a r e n t s , u n c l e s , 
h u s b a n d s , c h i l d r e n , e t c . w o u l d 
h u n t t o g e t h e r a n d t h e n d i v i d e t h e 
c a t c h e q u a l l y a m o n g t h e s m a l l e r 
f a m i l y u n i t s o f p a r e n t s a n d 
c h i l d r e n . 

B e f o r e 1 9 4 9 , m o s t o f t h e 
E w e n k i s b e l i e v e d i n a p r i m i t i v e 
r e l i g i o n c a l l e d S a m a n i s m , w h i l e 
o t h e r s f o l l o w e d t h e O r t h o d o x 

E a s t e r n C h u r c h . A s S a m a n i s t s , 
t h e E w e n k i s w o r s h i p p e d a n i m a l s , 
t o t e m s , a n d a n c e s t o r s . W h e n a 
b e a r w a s c a u g h t , t h e E w e n k i s 
h u n g t h e d e a d b e a r ' s f i v e v i t a l 
o r g a n s , i t s h e a d a n d b o n e s f r o m a 
t r e e a n d l e t t h e e l e m e n t s " b u r y " 
t h e a n i m a l . L a t e r , t h e E w e n k i s 
w o u l d c o m e t o w o r s h i p t h e a n i m a l 
w i t h o f f e r i n g s o f t o b a c c o w h i l e 
t h e y k n e l t a n d p r e t e n d e d t o c r y . 
F o r t h e E w e n k i t r i b e s w h o l i v e d 
b y h e r d i n g , e a c h h a d o n e b i r d a s 
i t s t o t e m , o r s y m b o l o f w o r s h i p . 
W h e n t h e s a c r e d b i r d f l e w o v e r 
t h e i r h e a d s , t h e t r i b e s m e n w o u l d 
s p r i n k l e m i l k i n t o t h e a i r t o p a y 
t h e i r r e s p e c t t o t h e b i r d . K i l l i n g 
o r h u r t i n g o f t h e t o t e m b i r d w a s 
f o r b i d d e n . 

T h e E w e n k i s u s e d t r e e b u r i a l s 

A n e x h i b i t i o n a b o u t n o r t h e a s t 
C h i n a ' s E w e n k i p e o p l e , t h e i r h i s ­
t o r y , c u s t o m s a n d a r t s w a s r e c e n t l y 
h e l d i n t h e N a t i o n a l i t i e s C u l t u r a l 
P a l a c e i n B e i j i n g . 

C e n t u r i e s a g o E w e n k i s r o a m e d 
t h e a r e a s n o r t h e a s t o f L a k e B a i k a l 
a n d t h e u p p e r r e a c h e s o f t h e 
H e i l o n g j i a n g R i v e r , e n g a g i n g i n 
f i s h i n g a n d h u n t i n g , a n d r a i s i n g 
r e i n d e e r . T h e E w e n k i s , w h o s e 
n a m e • m e a n s p e o p l e w h o l i v e i n 
m o u n t a i n s a n d f o r e s t s , h a v e h o 
w r i t t e n l a n g u a g e , b u t s p e a k t h r e e 
d i f f e r e n t d i a l e c t s f r o m t h e A l t a y 
f a m i l y o f l a n g u a g e s . 

B e c a u s e o f a s e r i e s o f m i g r a t i o n s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e i r h i s t o r y , t h e 

A scene from the dance drama "Wild Geese Returning to the East," 
performed by dancers of the Ulanqab League of Inner fi'tongolia. 

The drama is based on a true story from 1770, in which the nomadic 
Mongolian tribe, Tuerhute, left its native land for the lower reaches of the 
Volga River. Once there the Russian czar; tried to force the tribe to become 
Russian nationals and to convert to the Orthodox Eastern Church. The 
Mongolians, however, refused, and after a violent uprising which lasted 19 
months and ended with 100,000 of the 170,000 dead, the Mongolians returned 
to China. 
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A stuffed reindeer — the Ewenki's major form of transportation — on 
display in Beijing. 

for humans. When a person died, 
the Ewenkis would put the body 
in a coffin or wrap it with birch 
bark, and then fix the coffin high 
up in trees. Only recently have 
the Ewenkis begun burying their 
dead in the earth. 

Today among the monogamous 
Ewenkis, the traditional "elope­
ment" is still popular in some 
areas. Young couples in love 
choose a night during which 
woman will escape from her 
family to a yurt prepared by the 
bridegroom's parents. That night 
after an old woman waiting in the 
yurt combs the bride's eight plaits 
into two, the marriage becomes 
legal. 

Dancing is the major event at 
Ewenki weddings. The dancers 
are usually women, who sing as 
they dance unaccompanied by 
musical instruments. The women 
usually dance in groups, moving 
their hands back and forth, up and 
down. Their dancing is simple 
and rhythmic, reflecting their 
tough, out-going and optimistic 
character. 

The Beijing exhibit has quite a 
few pictures of Ewenkis with their 
reindeer. Hunting is the major eco­

nomic activity of the Ewenkis, and 
the reindeer is their major mode of 
transportation. Reindeer designs 
are found everywhere in Ewenkis' 
lives. The artistic designs on their 
reindeer saddles are especially 
colourful. 

The Ewenkis' clothes and 
paintings are strongly religious. 
The "Saman suit," a religious 
garment, is central to the practice 
of Samanism, with designs of the 
sun and moon, birds, animals and 

stars. Their paintings mainly 
drawn with black ink have gods 
as the main subjects. 

The Ewenkis live in the Greater 
Hinggan Mountains region, where 
the white birch is the most beauti­
ful among all the other trees. 
Birch bark is pliable and good for 
making utensils and ornaments. It 
was used by the northerners 5,000 
years ago. In the exhibition hall, 
the bark bowls, boxes, basins, 
match boxes, needle box, buckets 
and boats are all carved, printed, 
or painted with geometrical lines, 
flowers and animals. The crafts­
men add rhythms to the designs 
with splashes of colours. 

Embroidery is almost always 
present on Ewenki clothing. The 
Ewenkis' very sophisticated em­
broidering skills result in gayly-
coloured clothing and accessories. 

In an attempt to preserve the 
rich Ewenki heritage, during the 
36 years since liberation, the 
government has given special 
attention to protecting the Ewenki 
culture by, among other things, 
appointing experts to collect and 
compile books like Ewenki Folk 
Songs, Ewenki Vocabularies and 
Folk Tales of Ewenki. 

Beijing Review, No. 41 

Leather bogs with reindeer designs, and o birch skin bucket. 



BOOKS 

Chinese Pottery and Porcelain 
Before the rest of the world even 

knew such things existed, the an­
cient Chinese were creating a 
whole new art form out of earth 
materials. The book Chinese Pot­
tery and Porcelain by the Foreign 
Languages Press traces the 7900-
year history of this art form from 
its beginnings to its golden age and 
wide impact on world culture to 
its decline and current renaissance. 

The authors are Li Zhiyan, 
ceramics researcher at the Palace 
Museum's ceramic department and 
at the Museum of Chinese History, 
and Cheng Wen, FLP editor. The 
former is author or co-author of 
two books and over 40 articles on 
ceramics; the lattqr wrote two 
chapters of the book. 

While paying due attention to 
the highly decorative ceramic 
pieces from China that are world 

famous, the authors put equal em­
phasis on the development over 
centuries of the processes that pro­
duced them. The book is a veri­
table atlas of China's ceramic pro­
duction, describing in detail the 
clays, glazes, kilns and firings, the 
decorative arts, organizations of 
craftsmen, the role of feudal rulers 
and the impact of trading and ex­
ports. 

The book traces the origin of pot­
tery to the Neolithic era in China 
(approximately 8000 to 2000 BC). 
With the mineral-rich Chinese 
earth providing an abundant as­
sortment of raw materials and the 
traditional inventiveness of the 
Chinese labouring people provid­
ing the motive power, China's 
early ceramic technology develop­
ed steadily. 

Clay firing that started out at 

the cooking fire level over time de­
veloped into multi-chambered kilns 
with flues and grates to control 
heat. Potters learnt to select, 
wash and mix clay for maximum 
workability and strength, devised 
simple potters wheels and started 
labour division. Decorative paint­
ing developed along with all this, 
and by 6000 BC pots carried geo­
metric designs and painted repre­
sentations of birds, fish, plants and 
human figures. 

The advanced degree of ceramic 
expertise, plus abundant deposits 
in China of a fine, white clay call­
ed kaolin, led in due time to a 
landmark invention: the discovery 
of porcelain. According to the au­
thors, the origin of porcelain in 
China can now be placed as early 
as the 16th century BC, in the 
Shang and Zhou Dynasties. Chi-

From left to right: A miniature clay house from 
the Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220) finished with 
green glaze, a blue porcelain wine container 
of the Northern Dynasties (386-581), and a 
cioissonne vase from the Ming Dynasty 

(1368-1644). 
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descriptions of ancient kiln sites, 
and a 48-page section of photos of 
outstanding ceramic works from 
the primitive to the contemporary 
eras, most of them in full colour. 

— Rick Shanov 

5H5H5Z5a5E5H5H5ESE5HSH5H5ESfa5H5E' 
International Studies 

nese craftsmen over the next sev­
eral centuries refined and develop­
ed porcelain making into a high art 
famed and imitated all over the 
world. 

The earliest version of the new 
ware was celadon or protoceladon, 
dark green or darker in color and 
of a rougher texture than the por­
celain that came later. But it was 
a true porcelain: made of kaolin, 
feldspar and quartz and fired to a 
rock-like hardness at a temperature 
of 1,200° F, and about twice that of 
pottery. By the Han Dynasty (206 
BC-220AD), celadon ware was be­
ing fired in hillside "dragon kilns" 
and traded throughout China. 

By the end of the Northern Dy­
nasties (about 575 AD), the dis­
covery of white porcelain again 
changed the direction of China's 
ceramic art, according to the au­
thors. Through the Tang, the Song 
and the dynasties beyond, Chinese 
ceramic craftsmen vied with one 
another to produce perfect porce­
lain, hard as crystallized rock and 
delicate as fine jade. 

Kilns all across China turned out 
vessels, tableware, ceremonial 
pieces and a variety of other ware: 
lamps, stoves, tables, cabinets, 
headrests and bells. Many individ­
ual and regional styles developed 
and the art of decoration flourish­
ed. By the Ming Dynasty (1368-
1644) porcelain decoration resem­
bled fine painting in detail and col­
our. Polychrome underglaze pat­
terns were highly developed, blue 
and white designs had reached per­
fection and cloisonne enamel was 
being combined with porcelain. 

During these same centuries, ac­
cording to the authors, the art of 
Chinese porcelain was spreading to 
the rest of the world: to Korea as 
early as 918 AD and to Japan in 
the 13th century. In that same 
century, 1,000 Chinese craftsmen 
were invited to Persia to make por­
celain and the art spread across the 
Middle East, reaching Italy by the 
15th. century and Holland by the 

17th century, where Delft blue 
ware showed strong Chinese in­
fluence. 

The period of the Qing Dynasty 
(1644-1911) saw the art of Chinese 
pottery and porcelain at its highest 
peak and also saw its decline amid 
the ruins of the fading Qing em­
pire. But before the decline, the 
authors point out, production 
vigour and design excellence 
flourished. The porcelain centre at 
lingdezhen, for example, had 200 
or 300 private kilns, several thous­
and households making porcelain 
and more than 100,000 craftsmen. 
The book states: "Qing porcelain 
craftsmanship excelled in . . . fine 
paste, lustrous glaze and exquisite 
carving. Blue and white, poly­
chrome, jamille rose (a naturalistic 
painting style in soft colours), 
cloisonne enamel and coloured 
glazes in a great variety of 
s h a d e s . . . surpassed the achieve,-
ments of the Ming." 

The decline of Chinese ceramic 
arts in the 100 years before Libera­
tion paralleled the decline of Chi­
nese society during that time and 
in the same manner, was reversed 
after Liberation. At present, many 
of the ceramic production areas 
famed in ancient times are active 
again: Jingdezhen in Jiangxi Prov­
ince, Liling County in Hunan, 
Tangshan and Handan in Hebei, 
Shiwan and Chaoan in Guang­
dong, Dehua County in Fujian, Yi-
xing Cotinty in Jiangsu, Longquan 
and Wenzhou in Zhejiang and 
Zibo in Shandong are the main 
areas listed by the authors. 

In their words: "Almost every 
area in China produces ceramics. 
Ancient ceramic art flourishes 
again, ceramic products of differ­
ent places preserving distinct na­
tional style and rich local colour. 
The pottery and porcelain of the 
new China contend for beauty as 
lovely flowers in a garden." 

In 209 pages, Chinese Pottery 
and Porcelain has 10 chapters, 
sketches and drawings, maps and 
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ART P A Q E 

Plates for Wall Decoration 
These plates were hand crafted by artists 

Liang Dong, Hong Bo, G u Qun and Zhang 
Shichun, whose works a re prized for their 
artistic and decorat ive value. 



BLUE SKY TOOTHPASTE 
B l u e S k y T o o t h p a s t e , p r o d u c e d b y t h e 

T i a n j i n T o o t h p a s t e F a c t o r y , is a r e f r e s h i n g 
w a y t o b r u s h y o u r t e e t h a n d f i g h t t o o t h 
d e c a y . T h e s p e a r m i n t f l a v o u r k e e p s y o u r 
b r e a t h f r e s h f o r h o u r s . I t w a s a w a r d e d t h e 
s t a t e g o l d m e d a l f o r f i n e q u a l i t y i n 1 9 8 1 . ^4' 

9L 
BLUE SKY 

CHINA NATIONAL LIGHT INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS IMPORT 
& EXPORT CORP., TIANJIN BRANCH 

172 Liaoning Road, Tianjin, China Cable Address: "INDUSTRY" TIANJIN Telex: 23142 TJLIP CN 
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