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Beljing
fir @) Belling Telegraph Office
) P is the largest center offer-

ing digital telecommuni-
cations services in China.
It is also the network
information center of
Beijing. The oifice pro-
vides the following ser-
vices: 163 and 169 group
exchange of computer
networks, E-mail, storage
and fransmission of fax,
EDI, individual and public
telegraph, 160 and 260
telephone information
transmission service, and
more.
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Ties That Bind: The problems of bigamy. domestic violence and divorce
have become the focal peints of the Dralt Revision of lhe Marnage Law
that was publizhed on January 15 Sparking great concern fram the pub-
lic, the rewision aims al promoling the establishmenl of a healthy, orderly
and cwvilized marriage and family system. p.12

Teenagers” Studying Abroad Rouses Debates: The number of Chinese
studens gong abroad has been growing al an annual rate of 20 percenl
in recent years People in vanous walks ol hfe hold different atlitudes
toward this phenomenon p.27
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WEEKLY WATCH

CPPCC members
focus on economy.
Muebers of the Ninth
Natonal Conmuee ol the
Chinese Penple™s Politigal
Comsultative Conlerency
COPPOC Tocused pramanly
on econontic ssues during
CPPCC anmual mecting
held Muarch 3-12 70 Beijing.
The CRPCC Nanonal
Commutice received 127

proposals for ths session,
Ol ol which concern
Chimads eoonamic develop-
ment, aecounting for 472
percant ol the Total, Q)
Humvuan. spokesmun of

Li Ruihuan, Chairman of the
CPPRCC National Commiltee.
presides over the meeting.

the Fourth Session of the
Nowh CPPCC Natonal
Commitiee. <aid a a press
bricling March 2,

“Development of cen-
tral and west Chimae rurul
work and agnculiure.
superviston ol the financl
system. and growth of the
nor-State ceomony and the
neh-tech industry are
amtonie thé wpics of gredr-
esl coneern to the CPPOCCT
1 eaplaimed,

Another issue w the
meeting isa proposal 1o
Jiver wider rom the
Yingalee River Valley in
sontth China to selve water
shortaee probleims i the

State leaders walking to the rosirum.

nuarth.

NPC session. Doputics
to the Fourth Session of the
Ninth Natwona! People’s
Conpress iINPOL held
March 5015 m Beipmg. con
centraled on deliberahon ol
the draft of the Hth Frve-
Yesur Plan 12001-051, the
miager blueprim to guide the
country’s econonne and
social development over the
nest e vears,

Other issties on e
azenda include: hearimg and
discussing u report on the
implementation of the 2000
matonad cconomie wmd
socnl developiment plan
and a-dralt plan for national
ceonomic and social devel-
apment in 2000 hearing,
examng wnd approving a
reporl on the implementa-
Hon o1 the ceniral and loeal
hudgets Tor 2000 und 1he
central and Tocal budeets
for 2001 hearing and
cxamumng o report on the
work ol the NPC Stndine
Comnuntiee: and examimng
an amendment 1o the Liw
an Chinese-Foreign Con-
tructual Joint Ventuares,

Acts condemned.
China has strongly con-
demmned the acts of “Taiwan
mdependence” advocates,
wlho oo March 2 gionfied
Jupanese rule in Taiwan

An officid wath the
Assccianon for Relahions
Acroas the Tabwan Straits
st the hook tieled feriwenn
Dascorese, wrnen by
Yapunese anther Yoshinon
Kobavashi, lias raised the
indienznion ol all Chinese
people, especially Taaan
COnIpairols.

President Jiang
meets Nepali and
Cuban guests.
Maintenance ol pood rehi-
tions with Nepul is 1 matter
of Chinese pohey, Chinese
Presadent Jiing Zemin said
while meeting with visiting
King Birendra i Bikram
Shah Dev of Nepal on
Murch !

Tang stressed that ths
policy should puide devel-
opment ol mitera) rela-
ons hetween Chine and
Nepal.

Fang alse held ks
with vistting Cuban Foregn
Minister Felipe Peres

HELYING REMV W

Raogue on the same day.
Showmg his satislichion
with the current state il
eelations between 1he two
nattons, liang expressed
conhdence in the develop-
mient of the ties in the
future.

Second Yangtze
River bridge com-
pleted. The 21 Z-kn-lung
cable bridge across the
Yanglze River has been
completed seven months
shead of sehedule and will
be open o tradfic ar the end
ol March.

The cable hridge actuil-
ly consisls nf two bridges,
WHEN (0 CXPICSSWIY ICTOss
Baga Island i the Yangrze
River connecting the two,

The southermmost of 1he
twoy brudges, with a span of
628 meters, is the longest in
Chuna und the third longest
i the worlid

China shocked by
Taliban’s destruc-
tion of Buddhist
statues. A lcading ofli-
cial of the Buddimst
Association of China
cxpressed shock and sorrow

MEAACT 1S, i)

Ly



WEEKLY WATCH

on March 3 about the
alleeed decision of the
Taliban regime in
Afghanistan to destroy
Buddhist stitues in
Bamiyan.

The official said that
Buddhism is an imporam
component of world cul-
ware, and s relics we tea-
sures belongiig o the pea
ple of the whale world,

“Chinese Buddinst cir-
cles are concerned shoul
thix decisum. which deeply
aollends the teelimgs of
Buddhists We aree e
Falihaan to halt ths destite-
tive act nemuediaes the
ol sand 1 his appeil.

Vice:-Premier to visit
Washington. Cluiese
Vice-Premmer Quin Qichen
will vt the Ulnited States
March 18- o the mvitie
tn o the LS,
Govermmanl, Forgign
Ministrsy spokesiman Zhu
a2 snmouneed o
Berjing on March 4

The 863 Program.
Chinese President Jang
Zenin eelebraed the il
anniversary of China's 863
Thigh Tech Program by vis
ipg an exhibiton of i
achievemerls vn Mareh 1.

A wall-cleaning rebot made
by Belling Lanxing Robot
Tachnology Co. Ltd.

RELJENG RV HDN

SARCTYE, 2o

The B3 Mosermn, unh
ated an the suggeston of
Tonr Clhimese setentisgs s
approved by the Lae
Chinese leader Deng
Nidwping, aims at making
Ireukthronshs m s

A teehnelogy

New ministers
appointed. Ulunss lop
Icglx!:uuru ammmlcd BN
mnsters on rebium v 2N
L1 Rongrong became mins-
i in chirge ol the State
Lrcemaoniie aned Trade
Catmnession, replacig
Sheng Tusren, Aw
Ciuanhiva became munster
ol science and rechnology,
replacne Zha Lalan,

The appointinents st
e o the 20t Meenng
ol the NPC Sumding
Conmitiee. e stimdhng
contnnies abso appoiited
Fhu Loakun s o vice=dhair-
worat of the BEducation.
Sewenee. Coltere andd Tealth
Comnuttee of the NPC. and
Yo Rutang, s o vice-chinr-
man ol the Environmental
Antd Resourees Poneetiom
Connuitiee ol the NPC,

Ancient tombs
found. A luree vronp ol
tombs dating back mare
it 220000 vewrs Taive een

fomned ol o copstruction <ie
in downtown Climgst,
captad ol Thman Provinee,

[ perts estimated thit
the tonnbs cover an weu ol
I 3.8 hectares sind musi
have been constructed from
the Warring States period
1475221 BC o the
Western and Fastern Jin
DPrvnasiies (2654200 Lpoan
now, 23 ol the tombs e
been excavaled

“The grive ground con-
Ly culturitl sehies vnnque
to the southern arcis ol
Clis, ome o the vassal
states during the Warring
States penod,” sand Zlimge
Prabimg. an associate
rescarcher b the Fupan
Pros imcial Institune of
Cultereal Kelies imd
Archuculouy,

Environmental pro-
tection show. T
Seventh China hinemational
Fanvironmental Protection
lahibition will be held
June 215 this yaaral the
Ching latermativnal

I xinhenon Caenter in
Bepin.

Oreamzed hy 1he Stale
Iovirommental Protection
Admistranion ad the
Clm Assoctation ol
Fviommental Protection

WARCH SIEE rvianA Tl
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WEEKLY WATCH

Indestey. e extiebitwon s
expected w drnw more thin
G0 enterprises aeross e
country ang 1O0 cnterprises
frm overseas

Pesturing euvimpmen-
tally tmendly prodocts m
the Nelds of manutactunny.
infarmution technologey.
enery, packagme and ceo
logical conseraitinn, the
exhibiton will showcase
e e ronmetal protee-
Hem ndusiry's cotting-edey
konowledee wid 1cchnolney,

Center helps stu-
dents study abroad.
I'he Clima Center ton
International Education
Exchange, anoraunization
U prow iddes services Toy
Chinese stuslents planning
1o sty toreiga vonne
s, wus athicially estab-
lished on Pebroary 20 m
Beijime.

The organization. ~pon-
sored by the Ching
Educinitl Assoeiton ol
International xchanae,
nundy provyles sery e and
inlornuition for Higse wiho
it o stiidy overseann il

el oshan expenses,

Dusty winds sweep
north China. Sirong
dusty winds hlew through
Vst regions of nurth Clhiog
i Marele S and the Tallow
iy Tew diys,

Fuew peaple sentired
onte the streets on March 2
v Beme, and most ol
thase who did wore wanse
sk

Semie parts ol the
Xmypang Lyaur
Attonomons Region and
the dimer Mengolig
Autononious Region were
Bt by sartiedstormms, and 1
sUome winsds even sen
Tonting dust over sonsw

s o et Claea

PLACES IN THIS ISSUE

B Lcijing (pd pia pily

Slisndinig (pan)
B Shanshniipil)
B Moy (p3)
B Conngdone ipis
B unman ipady

Sichuan (pai

Meteoralogists atirih-
ntedd thrs tvpe of weathier 1o
the Frequaeit mps eiment of
cold air aver the reaion amnd
mcteased divness due o
FISITIZ spring (empernsures,
kg 1 caster For sig face

sortl Ly Blow gwey

Falun Gong caused
deaths of 1,660 peo-
ple. Before the Clinese
Ciovernment banmned the
Falun Gong calt i July
1995 more than 136 pristi-
Lanets T connnited sui-
clde at the instisation of Li
Hovgsha's clann ted they
could e heaven™ or
achieve “real perfection™
By dong ~o.

S the lan. another
103 Bave been seduced into
Kilhng themselves, Some
others have died by refs-
ing medical freatment. and
many have Killed theo faom-
ilv members hefore com-
it sueide, accordme:
fo Liu Jing, un official with
the Stite Counedd Ofhice tor
the Prevention and

Ihndling of Colis

investment surges.
Pomeste residents opened
L2000 B shae siccounts.
154000 at the Shapgha
Stock Eachanue and 61400
al the Shenshen Stock
Lschange. on lehriary 26-
=T

The new accoums mean
et China™s B-share myar-
kets Tave a00,000 imvestors,
e B share market was
ol ly reserved {on fon-
clpnors, Securities broker-
ages began e uccept
domestic 3-share investars
from Pebruary 26

New Internet filter
software. The Ministry
ol Puhiic Security issod
Intermet filier software
named “Web Police 1107
mtinnwide on Febroary 26,
The soltwire, the first of its
kind s Chima, e block
ol s ul Tateraet infor-
Halion contabinng porog-
raphy and vialence.

L8,
2 £
g
B /
\ \
/ /
/

The sottwire contams
dhitferent versions tor use i
househaolds, schools,
Lernet cales and inshiu-
tons. Analysts sand it wall
cisyre asale and orderly
Internet ilomation civi-
ronment and keep teenagers
away [rom harmtul con-

fents

New inspection sys-
tem at customs. The
Guangzhon Costoms Oihee
in Guangdong Provinee -
tated ap electronic inspec-
non swystem on February 27
The systemn is expected (o
muke 11 ensier for tocal law
enforcement agencies,
melnding customs and
commmodines mspection
ollices, 1o supervise inperls
and exports and keep busi-
ness m order m the
prowinee.

The system shonld be
particularly usclul i help-
ing the fighl aganst simug-
sling, turilT cheating and
cheating on iy relpnds, =



PEOPLE & POINTS

FORMER TOP SECURITY OFFICIAL
AWAITS TRIAL FOR HUGE BRIBES

Li Jizhouw. {former vice-minister of
public security, has been expelled from
the Connmunist Party of Ching and dis-
charged from public employment. He is
now awaiting 1rial for his role in the most
serious Xiamen smuggling case ever
reported in the country.

Investigations disclosed that L
received huge bribes during 1994-97 from
mastermind Lai Changxing and others
nvolved tn the Xiamen smugeling case.
[t retarn, b Lai's request Liinterlered
when police and border sceurity authori-
fies began investigations into oil tankers
used by the smugplers.

Between 1994 and 1995, Li and his
mistress received huge sums ol money
from smugeling suspect Liang Yuohua. Lt
was paid for helping Liang to register a
company and set up d duty-free ware-
house. Liis accused of hampering the
investigations into Liang during that peri-
od.

&6 ‘ ) J ¢ believe the time has come to establish a
forum in Asia to bring people with differ-
ent backgrounds, different expericnees

and different knowledge together 1o exchange views on

msues related 1o the [uwre of Asia”
ROBERT HAWKE
Former Australian Prine Minister and
one of the three mitiators of the Boao
Forum for Asia

reports on human nghts practices. lsn't the
improvement in 1.3 billion people’s lives
strong evidence of China’s progress in protecting human
rights? We hope the United States can give up this prac-
tice of turning things upside down and really act hke a
greal country one day.”
ZHU MUZH]
Hewarary President of China Society for
Human Rivhits Studies

(4 ‘Thc LS. has outsmarted itsell with its country

of the European Union and North America
has set up a free trade arca. Asin, however,

[ E urope has henelited a lot [rom the promotion

with hall of the world’s population, lacks a common
orgamization (o hoost the economic and trade ties among
countrics. The newly founded Boao Forum for Asia will
endeavor 10 boost regional economic exchanges and trade
103 new stage”
AJIT SINGH
Temporary Secretary-General of the Boawo
Forum for Asia and former Secretary-
General of ASEAN

&6 ales of a Jarge number of weapons o Taiwan
will not only undermine the secunty of Ching
but will also threaten the secuority of the Asia-

Pucilic region.”

ZHANG QIYURE
Chinese Foreign Minisiry Spokeswoman
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U.S.-British Special Relations
Reviewed

U.S. Presidenl George W. Bush seeing off British Prime Minister Tony Blair,

by Ren Min

i the evempe of Febrnay

22 Boish Prime Mimster

Tonv Bl dlew 1o

Wishneton o0 payan

intormal two-diay visit o the Liniwed

Stites. Heoowas the first Burpean

lemler 1o meet President George WL
Bush since Bush wok ollice.

O the moring of February 230

Blair lirst et with B8, Vive-
President Biek Chenes They held o
one-houe talh descobed as very

Irendly” Then Blhor 1efl e et
Presuadent Bush ot Cusp Daval, the
Loy LS, pressdential veson wie
Bush wis spending the weekend. The
twor douders helid ks durmg losch
While meeting reporters. the Two
leaders el e crente o casmal
frendly ammesphere. Boshe s By
stowidd i frome of o Tanmng replace,
the teneer wearmye o hlack leathe
faeketl and the laner
rotd-collared sweater Bushy said 1
the Uitesd Stines ad

a deep-uplored

Fritamn hiayve

stood togather i very Tind simes

Brtinn s Anneied’s naost resoluaie

Friemd and et mtinele alls Blibr
sad Bt and dhe Unted States
share cormmon valies. history and

gl Inlaternt reliations
will be mainuined and sirengthened
e the fmure, wath Hotwm actimg us 2
hridge linking Lurope wih the Lnited

Stikes,

inlerests il

Regurding the Nunonal Missle
Detense system INMDL Busly suid he
i~ confident that he cun dispel the
misgivites of LLS . athies amd poesuade
them o support it He also clained
that ke aned Bl hadd seached cotsen.
st resding the presenton of sl
BBush desenihed ws i real threas in the
Jhst ey, Bl <and he undersiond
LS nentions i develaping NMD,
but it 1~ necessigy to hive adequante
discussion regarding this controversial
plan. Bl rodcated be is willing to be
aanediator between the Unied States
and s Buropeun allies and said he
Beleved s solution will be worked .

On the T issucs the two leicders

ML= A

redlerstted that o wosgh conbammen
perlicy sl e mainiaimed against by
aod pheated tharan T o discovered
o b developimg weapons of niss
destrucnion or threatens s neighbors,
the Uisited States and Britain will tuky
appropriate aehon.

Foaliv, Bosh and Blar issoed 2
ot stateent. jndicating thern sup-
port for e establishment of 2
Furopean rpid sesponiae Toree, but
that the foree will regand NATO as the
toundahn of fnms-Atlanbic securiiy,
The staement absoonched on Alrican
essies and Furopean-LLS.
Putes

trade ois-

The hwo leaders held therr meening
one week alter LN snd Botish win-
plines had  Sombed Baehdad. This
wias 1 zoud time lor them o renew
their common dialogue. but il s
shiows that Britin and the Dooed
States uctvally achivved thorough con-
sensts only o e, while ou othe
anes hoth sides showed caution or
cven unntyned differences.

Regarding the NMID issue, Britain
i the only LS, Western ally thi tends
1 support - ol dunog the visdd,
Bhair ~ad only tha he understood 11
and suppested the necessity of having
adequate discussions with other allies
rather fhan exphicily expressing his
sUPett.

It clear thar European countries
mean 1o reduce their reliunee on the
Uinted States by establishing u ripid
respanse foree independent vl NATC).
On thas assue, Blair obvious|y stamds
an the side of the Furapean countrics,
e only proniised  Washinguon tha
European coumrics will never doany-
thing 1o seaken NATO. Although
Bush expressed support tar the exiab-
Eurapean  apid
response force, he appoimted  lohn
Rohert Bollon as vice-secretary  of
state in charge of arms contral il
imternasroni] sceunty. s well-Koown
that Belion sirongly  opposes the
establisliment of o Luropean Toge
hevond the control of NATO and the
[inbedd Stintes.

Atter World War 1, the “speciad
telationship”™ hus alimost become
shihholeth tor LS. und Braish
era. But with the change da their

lishiment ol the

vitel-

BRENNG REVIESS STARCTE S, 2o
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imternational standing and the widen-
ing gap in their national strenpth, the
United States mentionis the “special
relitionship™ whenever it wuanls 1o
mitke use of i while Britun sceims 1o
bear it mnd constantly and alway s
puts itsell in the same boat o the
United States. The Brinsh Lahor Party
and the LS. Demovratie Pty share
similarideas Blair was even a school-
mate of’ Bili Chmwon's at Cambridge
and had a good personal relatisnship
with b During the TS, presidential

Nuclear Fuel Sale

by Qian Feng

wssda and India recently
reached an agrecment on
the sale of nuelear fuel that
crentedd CORLroversy H 3
SO0 s e ews was refeased,

On February 17, the LS. Stae
Departiment expressed strong opposi
ton e the sale and demonded tha
Russia obserse s commmitments under
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Tresty
:nd mmmedvately cancel the deal.

Gakistan. Indin™s buler eneimy, wis
especially concerned. The Pakisian
Forgign Ministry spokesman claimed
the sule was detrnmental o the peace

and stability of South Asia and saud,

bnddise was very lkely o ose the
nuclear Teel 1w develop  nuclear
weapons. On Febroary 200 (he
Pakisini smbassador o the United
States asked Washington 1o hrpge
sORW pressure o bear w prevent Tndia
frome seguirmyg the nuetear fuel. baced
with criticism rom Pukistn and the
United States, the Indian Fareign
Miistry ammediately replicd that al
imported nuclenr fuel Tor the nnclear

power stalion is under supervision ol

the Internanonal  Atomic lincroy
Agency (TAEAY, meluding niponis
from Russia, and that India had
alrcady  mifgrmed the 1ATRA. The
Russian  Foreign  Ministry also
climmed the sule did not mn counter to
the Nuclear Non-Proliteration Treaty.

South Asian opimon regands the

DELITNG REVIEM  NARCIH I, 20010

cumpaign. Blair obviously favored Al
Ciore. The refutions between Bush and
Blair were a concern during Bhar's
ULS. wvisit. Blair said e hoped to
estahlisly good personal relations with
Bush but that British-U.S. relations
are maore important than the leaders
persomtl relationstop, Although e
statement issued at the end of the visit
had Title substance, it adupted the -
ditional special relationship 1o the cur-
rent situstion, From this point of view,
Blair achieved his poals. n

GCauses Dispute

stronge American response o the cvent
as it head-on collision with Indiain the
Bosh Adnnnistration’s, it encounler
with that counntry. [n fact. considening
the possible resulis ol the sale. 1t s
difficuly Tor Washinglon 1o aceepu it,
Currently, among the 11 nuclear
power feactors i Indias only four are
under IAEA supervision. with the oth-
ers beyond international supervision
and monitoring. 1 is theoretically and
techmdosically possibie. indeed like-
Iy, it the pucdear Tuel will e secrer-
by pansfered o develop nuclem
weapons, This undoubtedly is a chal-
lenge o those who have been promot-
ing elobal nuclear non-profiferation
and wrminge bdae o sign the
Comprehensive Test Ban Tremy,

The  awclear  Tuel  sale way
announeed at nme when cooperative
milary relations between ndia and
Russag are developing af an aveelerat-
cd ates India and Russi recendly
reached  several  large-scale  trade
agreements, One siened carlicr save
Indiir a license 1o jointly produce 140
Su 3OMEL hieghters, making ndm the
st country to obtuin these advinced
mulb-purpose airendt from Risssie
On Febroary 150 Indiv and Russin
stened un arms siles agreement total-
g LISS000 million. According 1o lns
agreement. Russia wall sell Tndia 310
T-90 raoks. India will be allbwed 1w
assemble the tanks, again making
India the st country outsicde Russia

W possess an advanced  Russian

weapony system. [tis reported that the
twio counlres recently signed  other
agrecments on jeasing Russian Tu-22
stitegie bambers and the sade ol a
Russian aireralt carrier. As Russiun-
Indivn relations are forther siengih-
ened, Russia’s influence in South Asia
will expand, which is got what
Washington wilils 1o see,

Al present. there 15 o siralegic
imbalance in South Asia. India’s dras-
lie impravement  in o ils military
strength will wuch off 2 chain reuction
m Pakistn, leadhing ta greater distur
Pance i the regonn. Thes wall wder-
mine LS. regional inlerests and upsel
Washinaton's zlobal deployment of
mihtary streneth, Georae Tennet, head
ol 1he LS. Central
A
Congress not lopg agothat India pow
maimnunng superiority over Pakisum in
the fields ol both nuclear and conven-
tional weapons: He saul he two conn

Intellhigenee

weney, poted out 1w the LS.

ires likely will enter @ new armns race
and the sitoation m South Asta allows
1o optimise.

Loy 1991 Tndiaand Russia siened o
technological accord on imporiing
low-temperature  rockel
Beciuse the Lined Sttes strongly

cngeines

opposcd b and threatened to impose
sanchigns. the deal was serapped. Will
the neclear Tuel sale share the same
fate’? Aconrding to some analysts i s
more fikely o hive another Bite. First,
Hassin's comment loreign policy will
aet return o owhit it owas dunng the
immediale post=-Saviet perod. Al that
time, Russia adopled o policy of
leaning 1o the Western side” Sinee
Presutdent Viadunir Putin tonk ollice,
Russia™s LIS, policy his tended 1o e
tougher and more pragmatic, Seosid,
Indii’s sense of sell-estecn is e
strong now and India’~ toreign palicy
fends to he vovieldmge when Lweed
with external pressine. 1 the new L,
Adminisrition
against India. the LS <India siraegic
purtnership on which the former

Aposes  sanctions

Choton Admumisteation expended
mreat cilort to establishomay be atleet
ced. Can the Umited States. India and
Russia find a compromise o settle this

dispute” Wail and see. =
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.5, Secretary of Stale Colin Powell and Israeli Prime
Minister-elect Arie! Sharon at a press conference.

Cairo.

Powell's Middie East Tour:
Probing and Scouting

by Xu Ping

S Segretars of Sure Culin
Mowell has become 1he
fiest senmor LS wlheml to
pay o formal vise 1oothe
Middle  Last simwe the Buash
Adinsinien
Fomell™ Muldle  Bast tour coosed

viane ey prower,
exdensive coneen because Washimneton
B spreetil ety i the Middlbe Fiasl
eepinny el 0 s cpte el with

Isn naddition, (e coneern s
abwo cirsed e e wioversal ahucigsi-
nen o the menstiomal connmmey
thutt the Bush Administrinion swiil ne
avalve dtsel i the Middle East peace
process as deeply as the Chinton
Admmstrinion dul

I reporkedd that o Fevptin
Presidene Hosnn Subarak ad Powell
exchuneed yviewes pevaiding Faypr-11S
lateral relimons and othor onportan
international  fssoes especially the
Middle st rzaional situation aml the
Mideast peace process, Fuvpn clears
comveverl s diesalistcton over e
henbing ol Ty by the Dinged States
and Britain and expressedd its hope tha
Washineton will contmne to play s
vyt role i promoting the resump-
won of Palesinian-Tsracli ks

Ponset ] e knoledued i Cusiro i

resutmmg adestinan bsrach wid Avalb
Israchi pence ks wias one of the mijor
aeils of his Middle st tour Farlicr in
Woshiogton, Powell had declaved tha
the Lmted Stietes hind not ehaneed 1.
Tinchnmental position on dealing with

Nidddle Eastern issues and a0 adhbered
Lo the prineiple of “eschanging Taad for
peace.” the UN S Scenay Couneil
Resolutions 242 and 3358 and the <panl
of the Macrid Middle Pasn penee talks
He =aid the Bush Administration had
aotdetermined Hs strateey on the
Muddle Rust or the rexionnl peay
provess, Te alae sand s Middle o
aur was aimed at liseming o various
sides inoorder to decide futere 118
strateges and practics or the reguon.

Bused on the joint pews conler-
ehees held i Cuiro, ohservers felt n
was pbwions it Powell came o the
Miditle Faist to probe and scont e
reteraed in Coro than he had not come
to give orders but o histen o the vari-
ous sides, Althoueh he indicated  he
wonld continme 1o promote the resump-
tion ol the Palestinbim-lsrachi tilks, he
didn't say whether they would continue
from the point where they were sus-
pended. nor did be olfer a precise date
when they might resume,

With the trinsition i the LLS.
Achministration angd the reorgmnzalion

Egyplian President

Hosni Mubarak meets with Powell in

of the Tspoeli Governmenti. the second
angor pornt of dnterest in Powell's
whiclle Fost rour wias how the Bush
Achiomsteation woohld Teomed e e
parinership with Arield
Sharon™s Isracl 1 the 1oueh Esrach
Prime Minister acts improperly on the
regionpt fbssues not only would the
Middle Fast stiuation be desuibilized.
Bul wider ditficulnes would arise than
could alteet LLS. rewmonal imterests,
Theretare,  how  Powell
Pudestinian ond  Ispieli interesis and
Jeall with problems Between Palestine
and Tsrnel became the center of anen-

StEe g

Pidaeed

Lo

Al the press conlerence helid by
FPowell and Sharon after their meeting,
Powell sind he hoped Padestine amd
Il would nmmedmtels cod the vio-
Jenee sl Leke prictici] seps 1o resiine
negotitans o ourstanding ssaes e
abso dicated Wishinmaton wonld con
Hnue e promate Palestiniae-lsraeli
necotintions while stressing i (he
Loanted Stares would ot overlook
Israeh seeurny

When relermmne o the US and
British an stirkes on Trayg. Powell tried
1o ahaabve the wo powers Tram any
hlarme, amd said that Wiashinaton™s pol-
iy doward T and Tram wis another
major component of his Middie T
wour. The Bush Administration”™ mili-
Lary actions against lrag have been uni-
versilly opposcd by the international
comununty, Waslimglon reeeived reuc-
tion from mamy  countries mdicitimg
sadness. upset. ity and condenmmation
That Powell ricd w putl all the blamwe
on leg was o be expected. =

BELIING REVHWY MARCT LS, 2o
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Foreign Ministry News Briefings

SPOKESWOMAN ZHANG QIYLULE,
FEBRUARY 27 AND MARCH |

Q: Whal's your comment on the annuai
report on human rights issued by Ihe U.5.
State Deparlment?

: The Chinese Government has consistent-

y respected |he unvarsal prnciples on
harmian rights and actively committed itself 1o pro-
moling and protecting  the human nghts and
basic reedem of the Chinese people in line with
China ¢ national conditions

Through fong-term and unremitiing efforls,
tha guality of lile ¢l the Chinese people has wil-
nessed unprecedented improvemant. and the
human rights and basic freedom they enjoy have
Leen upgraded 1o an unrecedented level Itlsa
fact known lo-al!

Falun Gong s proved 1o be a shepr el
cull that as brought savere ham? o saciely Ly
deceiving. deluding and harming people. Any
governmen! with 3 sense ol responsibwily will
nal adapt a laisser-fare policy on such desiruc-
lve: culls

The Chinese Governmant has banned and
zracked down en Falun Gong in accordance with
ihe faw so as o mamain and saleguard the
basic human rights and freedom ol Chinese ci-
zens The act has received firm suppart fram ail
ol the Cninese peopie and has been widely
appladed by the international community

Its quite wall-known that Ihere ate senous
firman rights vinfzhions o e United Stales, yet
lhe U.S Government keeos silent aboul £ own
problems and meddles wilh oigr countnes’
internal atairs by wilfully distoring  Ihe human
nghts — situation in other couninegs and. even
openty defending ewil cults that hann humankind

II's tolally “unreasonable” and with “ultenar
motwes” for tha U S 1o do soand 1| alse shows
the United States’ typical “double standards an
fuman nghte™ The Chingse side [herelors
sepresses b5 sirond ndignaton al and firm
opposition 1o such a move by the U §

G: Whal's your commeni on the declara-
lion of the U.S. acting Assitant Secretary of
Stale for Human Rights Michael Parmiy on
Feburary 27 lo slage a motion on China's
human rights at the 57ih Session of the
Unitad Nations Commission on Human
Rights?

= Wa naliced tHat the U5, acting Assistan

Secretary of Siate for Human Rights
Michael Parmly announced 1hal the LS would
stage a mation on China's Dwrran nghrs at the
57th Sesson of the Unted Nators Commission
on Human Rights

The Chinese Governmant and people are
firmly opposediosuch a desd by the S which
mierferes in China's intermal alfars by using the
sa-called human noghts ssue

The Chinese Governmen! has always

BELIING REAVIEY  MARC TR 2000

respecied Ihe nermnational communily’s univer-
sal pnnciples on human nghts and in accordance
with China's national condilons, made posilive
aftorts o promote and protect the Chinese peo-
ple's human rights and basic lreedom, with greal
and remarkable achigvaments,

The crilicisms by the LLS. on China using
the excuse of tha so-cafled human nghts issue
are 1ofally unreasonable and hawe ullerio
motives China has always advocated that on the
basis of squality and mulual =specl, disputes
aver the human nohls issue among dilferent
countries should ba deall wilh and sclved
through dialogue and exchanges

Controntation can only interere i the
interrational human rights cause, and will not be
of any help o 1he development of bilaterml rala-
tions We hiope that the U.S changes its ways
and ratums ta the |ight ack ol dialogue.

Q: Whal is your comment on
the Third Meeting of the China-
ASEAN Joint  Cooperalion
Commitiee?

: Tha Third Meeting of the

China-A3EAN Joinl Coop-
eratian Commillgg wil be neld n
Chengdy, Sichuan Provinee, lrom
March 5 1o 7 The China-ASEAN
Joint Cooparation Commillee is
one of the major cooperalion
mechanisms between Ching and
ASEAN The meeting will be an
importanl one belwean Cluna and
ASEAN since the Fourth Summit
of Enst Asian Leaders. The discus-
sion will locus on cmying through the mitatives
and propesais of the leaders of China and
ASEAN on ntensifying bllateral cooperalion
The meeting will b2 co-chared by Chinese Vice-
Forauwn Ministar Wang Y1 and Director-General
Adiar Silalahi lor ASEAN-Indonesia of the
Indanesian Foeeign Minztry Oficials from the 10
ASEAN member states and he ASEAN
Secratasial ana over 10 minisings and commis-
sions ol China ncluding the Fareign Ministry will
anend the meehng

C: How do you comment on lhe riols in
Indenesia that caused severe damage 1o
local Chinese assels?

A: We are much cancerned aboul the repor

on the sencus nols hat hapoeped n
Indonesias Central Kalimaman Province and
other reglons. We hope that the Indongsian
Guvarmment make effechve measures o peotec!
the safety of all races ncluding the local
Chinese,

Q: Recenlly, Zhou Yinmei, who is leading
a Chinese delegation lo visit the LL.S., sald the
U.8. arms sales to Taiwan will hurt American
businesses benefits, Dees Ihat mean that
China will lake measures to punish American
bustinesses?

Zhang Qiyue

: Sales el A large number of weapons 1o

Tarwan will net euly undermine the secunty
of China but will also theatei the secunly of the
Asia-Pacitic region  The conlinuad weapons
sales by Ihe US o Tawan constitule sanous
imararence I China's sovergignty and territorial
imegrity The Shinese Govarnment (s aganst al
provnn of weapans 1o Tawan i aiy form

Willi China about Yo enter the WTO, a grow-
ng number ¢l Amencan businesses will make
Inng e meesiments in the countey and there-
lore g more peacely and siable cimate n e
enlire reqion 1s needed

Q: What's your commeni on Viadimir
Pulin’s visits to the Republic of Korea (ACK)
and Viel Nam, especially the military cooper-
ation between them and Russia?

¢ We noliced the Russian President’s visits

lo 1he RORK and Viet Nam Russa, the ROK
and Viel Nam are our Inendly heghbors Wae
fiope that they will live gond mialions. China
3150 nopes (hat all countries in e Asa-Paciic
region tognther will premole the peacs a0d sta:
bifity af this region.

Q: Can you confirm that
Japan AirLInes sent a lelter to
the Chinese Foreign Ministry
recenlly concerning the law-
suit agains! JAL by scores of
Chinese passengers who
laok its JAL 782 flight?

1 On Fabary 27 my col

eague sxpressed concert
over JALs unfar treatment of
Ihose Chinese passengers and
hop=d that the JAL auhonties
wouln randle e 1ssue withow
any delay and in A serious and
respansibie manner.

JAL sent a letter o he Foreign Minstry on
February 27 saying that JAL will cooperale with
the Chinese Fareign Minisioy on this issie and
promsing 1o camy oat a lhotough nvestcanon
wilhaul any delay. The esults of the nveshigalion
will be publishedd as they anse. JAL silso sad
chenshnes deep alfection Jur Ve Chinese people
and has great expeclations lor Ihe Chinese mat-
ket The Chinese passenge!s crmsms and
opimans will drive JAL o improve jts services,
the lettar saa

We allach importance 10 JALS attitude and
hope Ihal it will take concrele measures fo prop-
rly solve INis (ssue as soon as possible

0: Whal's your commenl on Ihe comic
book Taiwan Discourse and its opinion about
“comforl women" from Taiwan?

: Ching lesss wrath over the tecently pub-

lished catne book Tawearn Df.‘;{?{)ir:’&'—". Al
ten by Japanase cartocnis! Yoshinon Kobayaste.
Tha book depiets “comiert women from Tamwan
as  volupteer prostitiles  who  enlerhiined
Japanese tregps duning World War Il

Same Japanese nghlists ry 1o whitewash
Ine huslary ol aggression. But ine Japanese mii-
tary inwasion and ts enslavermen! of “comlon
wOmen are honendaus crimes that cannol be
aenied L]
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Mewy N,
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by Lu Pipi

eag Yinpg, whe lives in
Crugngzrho,
Cuangdong Provinee, gal
marricd 1D years ago,
Several years later, she
discovered that her businessiman husbind
s supporting aomistiess, e hved
secretly with the yoong woman, who
wiirked 1o barbesshop, Doeng kept quiel
ar frst, untl nne diy her hosbami] sug-
seshed lettng the womin live at therr
home: Fisding tos sugpeston unbear
abie, Deng chose divince, Regarding ber
decisim. her hushand <aid that not enly
wirid be not Jet her pet asingle cent, but
wontid take on a huge debt that she would
have 1o share in payinge alter twir
tivoree, Paced wetls such o rode wd
unreasonable hoshond, Denye shuithed
Pt the vourt and the foead women's
lederation for helpe Bur recenly  she
stowed her pace in oseeking o divorce

beeaose whe saw the Drdt Revision of

the Marriage Law puhlished in the news.
pipars, Accordimg o the dealt, the part-
ner whe eowithout fault wall enjoyv the
peht o compensation. Beng decided noy
(o Lk dlivesree action wnre e Taw goes
i elTeen

11 reported it rmeny women share
whentical experenees wd have the same
atbtughe ds Deng January 3 wds e first
warking day of the new century amd one
ol the pwee-weekly recepion davs al the
Wormen's Rights anel Interests
Departinent ol the Guangzhne Women™s
Fedepation. Throwghool tie cntire mom-
mgs the sia lowyers there receved only
1% people in total, onc-guarer of the
Ptk level Stall memtbers said this situa-
non hied lsied more than two months
beciise women with the sime problan
s Deng o were wadting for the lorml pro-
mulgation of the Drall Revision ol 1he
Mamuage Law with an eve W getbng
e COTnmensalion,

capital  of

Aler twn eaaminations by the
Standing  Committee o the  Ninth
Nanonad People’s Congress (INPCY, the
drall revision was published o the wain
media on Janwary 15t paupe popudi
apiiwan Based o e exesling Marmage
Law, wlneh his Dve chiapiers and 37 arti-
vles. the Dralt Revision ol the Marmape
Law wis expanded Lo six chapters with
52 articles. The confents include peneral
principles, marmaee, amily relalions,
divorce, legal responsibility and an
appendis  Apart Itom Chapler Five,
which is totally new, all the existing see
Hons underwent revision, Ranging over
varions hot socul issues, the drafl revi-
sion allracted  preal coneemn from  the
I soctely

Easy Operation

Bigamy, domestic vioienee  and
divorce lave been hut sociml issues
recent years and are the Tocal points in
the revision ol the Mamage |aw.

Al present. no more serious marriage
issue exists than "sopporting a misiress.”
It vauses compheated seeial problems
and has even tnggered criminal oftenses
Regarding this phenomenon, people hold
different athtodes, Some express -
nation while others are wlerant. A few
even express admiration. Inany case, ih1s
caunter o the menogunous sysien shp-
ulated by China's Marringe Law.

Not long agy, Beiug pohice appre-
hended a man for producing and selling a
contralled parcotic. The man. sumamed
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Liu, confessed that he did so ¢ support i
mistress. Liu, 58, was a senior reseaidh
fellow and tutored several doctoral sti-
denis. Policemen found women i cach
of his two residences.

According o the Marrage Law,
bigamy is prohibited. Anvone who bis o
spouse but lives witly anothier person as
husband and wife. and v who
Enows a person bas a spouse but still
lives with fim oop her as hushand and
wile, will be punished forcommitting the
crime of bigamy, Bul rew peaple openly
register yuchia manaze or v logethes
as hushand amd wile Some even hine
twi chithiren but sull are nor open aboul
their relsiopsing. Pherelore. 1t s vers
diffieult Tor judicial deparments 1o get
evidence ol aerime i lew recerve pun
istiment

Aveording to the Dralt Revisaon gl
the Marriaee Las. those avolved oo
ol the Toliswme behavors can be judeed
tev have conpmtted the crmme ol brsams

—Havine a spease. but holding u
wadding ceremuony with anolher person:

—Havine o spouse, bul addiessing
anothier person s hushapd o wille gl
lvmg agether mea pennanent residence:

—Mavie a spouse. bul hianmg Tived
sty coore than bl g sear or une
sear il another person ol the opposile
vender and havig ane g mare chldren:
and

—Hane a spouse. bur has dng Tived
with another person ol the opposite ven-
der Jor wore thansix months meoa perma-
ment residenge

The nes peeulation s sure 1o be
more Clledctive i curhipe the come of
brginny and pumshimg the cogumals,

According to the dratl reviston: any
et w e bas aowile bor suppors a nins-
tress s (Hegal amd shaulid <honlder the
legal responsibulity.

I Japuary s year in Beijing, two
men were conveted ol commining
Bigamy becimse they had Thed watlr and
supported o0 nstress. The  waomen
nivolved e these cases were also pun-
ishedd Tew sneh cases e been ladled
e Begmez moeeen! years

Laast vear the Thgber Peaple™s Courl
ol Guangdong Prow mee handled 47 cases

Tinvolving Bigumy Ao men were pu-
shed. Lo Botao, head of the court, sad
the court and relevant depariments drafll -
el e dhstrthuted stipubons by which
the partner ot ad bl would be given
ennsicderatim Dy properts divisam .
redated tntereses,

New cluuses concermmg (he preven
tan ol domestic: violence have been
addded to e new Muarmiave Lo The
cxistine Jaws ad regulabions mvolved
Jortieatie arimes ol pre-meditated mur-
e ientionad Doy aed alireatienl,
aned stpuhded conesponding punish-
et Plowever, there were few cases
abionnw de Ll pesalied o soch sy
imjury that the perpetrators could  he

jiled Therefore, they escapd punish

menil D the dealn rev o chises pro-
hibnmg domestic violenee against and
madireatment o Twmily mcmibers have
beein ineluded

NuoAnge e seceloesd oand vice-
chamrman ot the Shangho Marriee and
Family Studies Society and Dircctar of
the Wamen's Studies Center ol the
Shiaghin Acudemy ol Socil Sciances,
nobed Al the Breskthrough i the deatl

,‘ .

domestic violence and

Bigamy,
divorce have been hot social issues in
recent years and are the focal paints
in the revision ol the Marriage Law.

tevision Hes it stiess on punishmen
an those whise beluvar goes aguinst
manragze stk Brmly responsebilites

Ihe pewly added chaprer titfed Tezal
Responsibiline: his cleht articles. Thes
Girgel cases o were hard Wy bndle
ineler the existing Marmiage Law, Tuke
domiestio siolence for example. While
ceatliemsimg punishinient on 1hose wlio
commitadompestic violenes, the drafl resi-

ston shiesses e pohhie seeurily argans
dures 1o sive victms and pumsh vioks-
pons of the law I the meanmone, 1
stresses that the flended paster i the
right trask the viokstor for compensanion
when they divoree Tn regard o the ssue
ol Jivids
dhvorces, o clwse on pumishimg those

uopropetiy when o couple

wha Inde, remove., sell grdesiroy family
property s bncluded. Lven abier o
divaree, (T one party discovers thil his or
her tormer pariner has taken such aciion
prive to the divorce, e or she has the
right 1o ask for o new properny doagsaon
seltlement. Winle retaiming the leglure of
pupishing eriminals. the drall revision
fncises on safeguarding the justice and
aulhonitativeness ol the faw.

Promoting Healthy, Civilized, and
Orderly Marriage Relations

The senernd prnciple ol the dmlt
revstany stpoates e hosband and wile
should be Githlul o cach ather and help
each vther This wims al estahlishing
Beulihy, civilized and ordedy  noriige
redibinis

.'\\_‘L_‘{)ft“l]_‘__' fo sonipess From the All-
Chimge Woren™s Federsmon and - loval
womet s organtsations snoShangha and
Guangdony, the problem of men Living
sl and suppuorting mistresses Tas been
agerivared i recent years, These men
prowide housing, cars and money as hiv-
mge cxpenses o thoir nonesporse it
ners, who lve with the men o the guise
of seeretaries oF hogseheepers. Some
e even hve withh e spouse and mis-
lress nunder one rool” These lawhreakers
inclide not only Toreign businessmen,
but lse Climese enterprencurs and gov-
ernunent and Pany leaders, This phenom-
cnon has nndenmmed the monogamons
syste and Jus severely corrupted social
morabss Some legal experis sageest i
the spouse’s nghts shonid be ineluded i
the Dealr Revision of the Marrssge Law
1o protect lidelity between hushands and
wves I poreported it sueh ~tpelstions
Fave Boen made T sone conmtries,
mclodmge Germany and Ty,

The existing Marrigee Law docs not
coner donestie vimlenee il does et
el the level af muonder, mtentional
nnury and multreatment But statshes
show ihat 30 pereent ol Chinese fanilies
L"R.Pi'!'ll'l’h'(:llnltll"-\'.lil' vichenee Therelore,
i the Drall Revision of the Marmage
Law, s clavse proluliiing domesie v
lepee amd malireatment o fundy mem-
Pers has been odded.

M dontt revpsian alsg covers the
asue ol repianage by the eldedy China
s P20 o seniae cityzens OF This
total. 35 nulhpn aged 60 or abuve bave
lost thewr sposes, This [eare cofitinies

ISR ytis SEHENLN
e Many clderhy peeple tce resisfanmee
T their Chikdren when ey want 1a
rerunry. Sonme al g even encaunier

waling the aging proh-
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The Draft Revision of the Marriage
Law will promote healthy. civilized and
orderly marriage relations.

vaslence. anstreannent or loss ar Tip-
cinl support Trom theis childeen for this
resson. Bovaose China lus entered G
perodd withan agne sacgety. mueh allen-
ton needs to be pand 1o this problem

Hu sid the revised Mammmee Law
will certainty solve the problems ol

Brgaumy, domestic vinlenee. the fack of
puarnniees tor the rights and mieresis ol

divoreed wormen and unlavorable mmiorals
i supportng e ald smd e voung,

Participation by All The People
Wiy Shepenunge. Diredior of (he
il Law Deparnnent ol he Clopmines
ol Teswlabive Atliars (CEA) of the
Standing Copnnutiee of the NPC, saild
that arter the Doatr Revison ol the

REVISION OF THE MARRIAGE LAW:

An Insider Talks About the

u Clhimgzhen. a pro-
lessor it ihe
Lintversiny ul
Pahiticul
At e o Cha,
participated o deattge proposed Dl

Soiciee

Revismon 1o the Minrieee s e,
MW explams her stowd an ~everal key
patcs concermye the revision it
raves armsen) Bested ddebite \(TIL'iL'l_\‘

“T'he article stipubiting *a mar-
ricd person shall he loval o his wr
her spouse’ has nothing (o g witl
sesual monupoly””

S oo et of e revision aup-
mets Avhichs 4o she General
Pronciples. which supulates, a0 ithar-
et persing shall he Tosal fo his or her
spcitdse and e hiosband ol wile shall
stpport cach oiher™ But objectors sy
the shipulihon doose 1ok seogse
hecimse s o shyllow Thev sav ir's
unnecessiy beciuse the s should
nel mterfere anoa cople’s private
allimrs, PR stoonsest apimon azsinist i
erell s so i as oy e ariche
actualle mphies o cbiogression by
st the Freht ol o spotise ises-
il mnepely

I believe ooe ol dhe banchiens ol
leaal provgsions = their directicnl

influence. Legally, the article aims at
advociing marmage and mily von-
depts that are wedely appreciated 0
air society. el mutual Joyalty
and ] support between husbiad
and wite. s well as respect lor elders
andd care Tor ehildeen, i owder 1o mam
win equal. harmonious, beadthy and
crvilized aelations belween  Lumly
members,

The emphasts on muiual Tovaly
between hushand and wife partially
results Trom long-lastimy debates oven
the right ol aospoase. This right essen-
b s e hstedd o the prehil ane spionse
wis over the nther, There hus alwiys
Uit
Fahit mrrowly recoenizing s i ses-
refitod right, As woresall, some people
natdslly - combine  mutwaed  loyuaits
between hushand and wife witl sexunl

Dect sonne nistindarstanding o

memopolye 1t s topsided viewpomt,
The wbeles whicly stides, " njiu-
ried person shall be loval w s or her
spause”, will by noomeans be entoreed
in praciive. 1 martied man or woman
Fantls o fobios thes principbe, ins o her
ity sl Baave o sarety of solutions
i the prohlem. including divoree The
abznentation vl the e s expecied
o promote civilized, orderly

e Law owas puhbshed w the
mwdio, the work of caolleeting npinians
trovin the public wies (o begin The stoul-
e cotnmlioes o Jocal people’s con
aresses e e Charge ol ts work. Grew
atteribinn will he paid 1o the opinions of
winnen, workers g stafl i enterprises
add the people’s courts. The opimons
will Be submiitied 1o the CLA ol the
Standing Committes ol the NPC Forunts
and mectimgs will be heid 1w pather Tur
ther opmons, Crizens and porsananges
Tevumy all social ehivles have been encotl -
need o write directhy othe CLA, Wange
noted,

Al opinions will he sahmiited 1o the
Standug Compmttes ol the NPC {or
camimption. Aller vonstderig hese

ey Issues

healihy marriages and family relations,

“There will be no compuisory
prnishment on adultery”

The  Ingfl Revision of il
Marriage Law bans bigamy .md all
vialntions of monogamy. According (e
e Marringe Law awopied i 1950,
Brgdniy and mardaee w g concubine
were bamned. When the Law wis
refprmpilated i TOR0OL the hun oy -
ryprg a0 concubime owis o revokend
beeause. ar the e, marrying u con-
cuhing wis not an exesling prichice

Here,

moenogamy” auenly refers o "a mar-

N s el
ned mam providimg Tor wonnstiess.” a
rising phenomenan in south Ching in
particolan T some cases. the husbnd,
wile andd nristress even e i the same
residdenee, whech cortmly can be seen
U8 achion akin o ey g g concu-
bine. But g magority of mistiesses huave
seltled down e separite residences,
while some uthers committed aduliers
i i fised residences Establishime this
prohibitse aeicle clewly muhes the
statenent that such extimaritl relo-
nons violue the L

Reourding  Rigamy. the parties
tvolved will be puiished e accor-
dance with the Crmumal Lasw, The
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aoprmons. the CLA wall exomine and
revise the drtft ey amd hen subnnt
1o e NPC Law Canumnittee Top esmmi-
it ol approval. Alter it the drat
reparted o the Standing
Commtee of e NPC o tind exanm-
nabionn The revised Marriape o waill

will e

Becone s turnal s slicn prssed by the
NI

Siee bemg s g, e Ll
Reviawn of the Marmage Taw s
attracted et concern frome the enlire
nation: B exampie, the nomber of e
plowhe partzeipated 10 Simeenrs dies
cussions o e res son of the Marraee
Law reachedd ANLORN0 fo 000 on cach
Psslie, sednpd e Lo Spncon’s e
limnel

The article stipulating ‘a married per-
son shall be ioyal to his or her spousea’
has nothing to do with sexual monop-
oly.

Uit l also shipulates bt the mnocent
purty inow diverce case ilated o
Prgamy mun el conpensalion (o)
s or her suflering. People invalved in
other violstioms agaimst monogimy.
eheept for higamy. will be subject o
Party and adimmisteative disciphini
metasures
estead ol lesal pendltes, Howeyvern,
such calubitation, which mvalves

public accusations

permipent residence and chuld bear-
e, s sHlb e tagnme violation ol
menggamy. gven i the twa people do
nol hive e the capaeny of husband and
wife, I related divoree cases. the
tnecenl party alse has the right 1o
el compensativn

The spotse of o higamiists entitled
o e a st asamst iz ber i court,
According 1o laws public security
departmuents will conducr pvestizn

Aosupvey condyeted by e M Clng
Wearmen s Federation st August showd
It 81 G percent oF Chinese cilzens suph-
portedd the revision of the Murrnge [as

Pecitse ey sl preal fmporiaice e
e prevhlesns of Ingamy. gender diserin
waon, arranged  marfages and extge-
nnerital alfairs

e Lo Head ol the Wamen's
Righis and Tnterests Depanient of i
AMEChing Women™ Federatmon, el
it o Lreesseale survey on e resisiog
of e Muarriee Laow was contdocied
ditrens. The
ansaers retlected then eoncepts al -

Ao respronilent’™s
rhige wwd the fannly. sk theor under
shmdine of and coneern abonn The revs-
stont ol The Matagee e he indimber ol

tons aned procoaratoraties will insiione
prosectition However, other violatons
of ey wall non be bandled by
the court niliess the partics go o the
egnl authormnies, But il the victim ol
viehiion of monogans does il de s
the deadt weorld not anthorize 1the puh-
e security departments o conduet
Imvestigations o the prociatonies o
msttule proseention. Inoaddition, the
draft stipulates thae the party who
chums righie and erests st g
vide prool. s preventing so-culled
Tenmpulsory e in adulieny
cases, Al stitemients that contiadict
N e lation st sronndless

s groundless to say (he drafl
restricts divorce”

Sone people praless the new
Narriage by soll fpose pestictions
on divoree This Gilk s croumdiess,
o, I faen there s po dillérence
betwaeen the existing Marnage Baow
and the dreaft o freetdom of divoree,

I today’™s worlil Tegal provisions
on divoree full into three categones,

Some countres prohihit disorce
under any eacuse. where couples
ditficulty cin only choose o dive aparl:

—Iln some countoes, dvoree s
pevanttted anly alter cither parts lus
committed certuin fulis, such s
Preainy o maltreatiment:

—iither purty has the freedom o
T s appheation tor divoree siieler
e or shie s e blame or pob, pad the
cowrt will adjndicae aeeording o law,

Che el proviseons ondivore

gpacstioniares drhued dependid o
the foval eeommnne sttt dedieainsl
bicheround, ol emdronment, pomels-
b siee wind The geoemphe T
Vhe uestionmmnes: chassibed as nrivin o
rued, consted O e ree s, dulenonmn s
retions el o municipalines o
Beijine,  Heber Tnner Nongaleg,
Hettomemimg. Shuansi, Swehiir diane s,
Tiangsue Hober wid Guanedene o Tl
conuent ‘.-'J||‘L'lf|.l paer the isaies ol B
e, dvorees property and - domesie
violenee Anong these mvolved in e
sipeey, 8L perdant swere ale and he
rengmine 30U percenn Jeidle. wingh
netches by conder nifao ol € fra ' Jrear-
wlistion: The sy oferroe o he: sty

was less than 3 peicend [

hetong e ahe thind caegon, 8o farn
Chima's Vinrmage Lo has never cone-
fined an arniche sayvime w person ey
ned divosroe As Lo s Tinkes ol -
Pt betwetcbusbind and wite bave
bewn heoken, they can appaeal e o
divenree. Thoughe the deadt baee crled
severil spectlie sitations seoaiduny

fot Uxanl

the withdiawal of gilecton
ple. Iving apurt Tor awe than two
vairs, gambling. domestie vinlenee
anck bramy, thes are nob the necessary
prefequisites Tor divorce. sl nor will
they he used as legal precedents. Ay
colple can o suspend  then neimiges

with vood reasons of e own, ho

witties e Jong ey lesve Tovesd .
There wre noe resticuons a1
respeut

Wit Trnstoprige leegl osplin-
gons i feaal provisions, bnordes o
belp judzes properly noplement the

There will be no compulsory punish-
ment for adultery.
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Low e practice: 10as not the objective
of the revision o impose restrctions
o divorce. As o result. people should
not misundenstand  the  examples of
withdriowal of alleetion as restrictions
on divorce. In fact. some countries
have stipulated that divorce is not per-
mitted until o husband and wile have
lived apart for up to three. five or sight
years. Fronn this viewpoint, China's
Marriage Law is quite advanced.

*1 do nol agree wilth expanding
the interpretation of higamy.”

Opinions i soth Ching's
Gugngdong Province are very slrong,
proposing 1o expand the interpretatinn
af higamy in order 1o provide o bepal
husis for punishipng hgrant viokalons
of monogamy. such oy Cproviding (or 4
mistress” 1is supggested that fow men
are o fookish that they would noder
Lake marriage repistrituan sl nelevant
governments Jepirtments with 1then
mistresses, who always appear i puh
liv in the capacily of o seorclay o s
assistant Ulmder such circuwimstinnees, (f
the terpretiation s not expanded o
vcover these types of athelt marrages.
then wmler the faw they wouoldn't be
classed 38 Ingamy.

L am in favor of o cantions aflitude
toward suementation of marmage- and
famity-related erimes Tuke the above
mentioned suggeshon asoan example
I essentially tends o regard adultery
ascaenninal act and hinks the sihject
e bigamy 1 is improper 1o do soo o
addition, higamy i< notan allair of the
Marmage Law, bt shalt be dealt with
aveording to the Crimmal Law The
Dl Revision ol the Marmage Taw,
theretore. should not woch npon the
correspimding fegal explanations of
gy,

Mureover, hivamy legully refers o
I stalutory ulfense ol enlering mto o
ceremontal merrage with one person
while sull fegally married 1w another,
which brazenly violutes monogamy
However, i« married man merely
fives with anather waman. thew relis
tons are meensastent with the legal
defmition of higamy, So. personallv, 1
dispgree with expanding the intrpre-
uiim of higgmv =

Evolution of the Marriage Law

he People™s Republic of
Chini (PR prommlgated s
first Murriage Law o 1S4,
T adapt (o socil progress
and winerging guestions, The law was
amended in 1980 pang the expenenves
ol e guevions S0 yewrs as rererence
materl
The  Seventls Session o) the
Stunding Commiitee of the Central
Peaple’s  Governmem  adopred  the
Marnze Low ol the PRC e Apnld
TOS0L whieh was promudeated and ook
clfeer on May BTS00 3 was the s
Law adopted after the fonnding ol the
PRC o 19490 The Taw aholished the
feudal tnarriagee and family system thalt
featured  campalsory araneed mar-
PhEIEes, siperier social status of men
uver women dud neglect ol children’s

Ten Controversial Issues

frelis and interests. I the meantime.
frevdom ol marriage,  monosainy.
cyualiny Between men and women. and
protection ol women aod childien's
righes und interests were <tipulured

The Third Session ol the 1Tih
Natopal People’™s Congress ranified a
nes Morriee Taw e TORGL The new
fw was put o practce on lanuary |,
1951,

Comparmyg the two linws nade m
PUSU and 19800 nigor revisions includ-
el the fllowing:

Articles on the prowetion of
semor citizens” lawful rights and mer-
ests i Bomily plininme were aug-
mented in the general principles of the
Liw of 1980, The stipulation in 195
that sail “hath parents anel children
gy nol nlirem or abandon cach

Since the very beginning. the Draft Revision of the Marriage Law has been Ihe
focus of public attention, The 10 most controversial 1ssues are as follows:
1. [s the guiding principle of the revision 16 establish a legal framewcerk or to

focus on concrete issues?

2. Should the Marriage Law cover extramarital affairs?
3. s it abligatery for a married person 1o lve together with his or her spouse?

4. Who is the obligee of Ihe

right of birth: a certain party ofa ~ —

couple or bolh of them?

5. Should domeslic violence
be ruled a wrangful act, and be
grounds for civil compensation?

6. Should a mamed person
be ensured Ihe righ! of privacy
against his or her spouse?

7. How can the law deal with
the increasing number of Sine-
foreign intermarnages?

8. Is It necessary 1o under-
lake notarizalion of personal
helengings before marriage?

8. Should the conditions for
divorce be revised?

10. Should divorce be restricted?

One of the controversial
issues: Is it necessary to
undertake notarizatlon of
personat belengings

before marriage?

RELHNG BN TRAS VIR KO H 3E, 2011
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U.S. Human Rights Record in 2000
2000 FEEEH ANELE F

The Information Office of the State Council

ESkEHEIAZE

February 27, 2001
20014F2H27H

The Country Reports on Human Rights Practices—
2000, issued by the U.S. State Department on February
27, made unwarranled charges against more Lhan 190
countnes and regions, including China, for their human
rights conditions and accused these countries of fabricat-
ed abuses. At the same time, the U.S. reponts had nothing
to say about America’s own human righis siluation.
However, Lhere exists serious infringements of human
rights in (he United States.

l. American Democracy a Myth,
Political Rights Infringed

By clevauing itsell to a model of democracy, the
United Siates continuously hawks American-style
democracy 1o other countrigs. Under the pretexi of safe-
suarding this kind of democracy, the Uniled States con-
tinues to make rash criticisms of olher countries and
interferes in their internal affairs. Nevertheless, well-
informed people know thal the so-catled democracy has
been a myth since the United States was lounded more
than 200 years ago. Political rights of U.§ citivens have
long been infringed.

Although the U.S. Consititution, adopied in 1787,
stipulates the citizen’s right 10 vote. the right to vote for
every American, repardiess of race, color or creed, was
not implemented in law until 184 years laler. Owing to
discrimination based on race, gender, property, educa-
tion, age and residency, the African Americans, women
and Amencan Indians as well as roughly one-third of
white Awncrican males were long deprived of their legal
right © vole. The African Americans. women and
American Indians gained voting rights in 1870, 1920 and
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19438 respectively. In addition, the voter eligibility limina-
tions connected to property, poll ax and low cducation
levels were removed in 1856, 1964 and 1970 respeetive-
ly. In 1971, nearly 200 years after the founding of the
United States. the tederal legislatore approved the 26th
Amendmeni to the Constitueton, stipulating thal age can-
not be a legitimate reason for depriving any American off
his or her right 10 vote, and selting the fegal voting age o
18. This marked the beginning of universal voler’s rights,

Although every American 18 or older is legally guar-
anteed the right to vole, voter lurnoul in America has
remained at a comparatively low level, Since the hegin-
ning of the 20th cenlury, voter turaouts for elections for
the House of Representatives have ranged bebween 30
and 60 pereent. Meanwhile. the highest voter turnout rale
in the history ol presidential elections, which have been
touted as major U.S, political events, stands at 63 percent.
Under U.S. Taw, any presidential candidale who wins the
myjorily of voles wins the clection, Over the years,
Presideni-elects have only won 335 percent of alt the elec-
worate or less. The voter turnoul rate for the 1996 general
clection was only 49 percent. and only 25 percent ol reg-
tstered volers nationwide voled for president. Thus, the
results of U.S. gencral clections have not represenicd the
will of the entire people or the majority.

The 2000 presidential election further cxposed the
inherent Naws of the U.S. elecloral sysiem. The two can-
didates. separately representing the Democralic and
Republican parties, filed lawsuil after lawsuil on the
counts and rccounts of batlots in Florida and engaged in
non-stop partisan bickering. Some organizations even
issucd commemorative coins for the clection turmoil.
The 2000 gencral clection was accompanied by civil
demonstrations and protests, in line with the clectoral
system in the election law which has been carried out for
more than 200 years, clectoral votes cltimately decide
which candidale will win. The 30 million volers who cast
hallots for president represented less than one-guarter of
the 205 mitlion eligible voiers nationwide, an all-lime
low 1 1.8, election history. Since the right 1o vole is evi-
dently meaningless to the majority of eligible volers, the
myth of American democracy was tunher exposcd. The
Associated Press repornted. “Some were shacked that a
nation often held as a model of democracy could aiso
stiumble.”

American democracy has always been a game {or
rich people. In the Uniled States where politics is highly
commereialized, any hidder lor an official post nceds to
spend a significant amount o moncy W win. No presi-
dential or congressional candidate wilt go far without
financial bucking. The general election in 2000 cost
ahout 883 hillion, 50 percent wore than that in 1996
andd setling a record. The congressional races in various
slales cost another USSE billion. While not forbidding
political denztions, U.S. law sets upper fimis on dona-
Hons (rom individuals 1o candidales, political commis-
stons and parties, but allows any amount of *solt” dona-
tions from companics or irade unions to political partics.
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The solt money vollecled by various partics and candi-
dates in 2000 reached US$648 million, four 1imes the
amount of four ycars ago. During the ¢lection campaign,
at icast 20 donors spent more than USS! millien cach.
Actress Jane Fonda gave a US312 million check lor sup-
porling a new pro-ahortion group. Business circles also
spent vasl sems lobbying congressional members and
powerlul officials. In the 18 momhs before June 30,
2000, 18 British companies spent roughly US$30 mil-
lion, and the National Rille Association. together with
Necarms manulactorers, funneled several billion doliars
inlo Capiol Hill. lobbying congressional members (o
opposc Testriclions on gun sales and possession. As s
result, gun contrel legistation did not pass. The British
newspaper The Financial Times said in an article on
Octoher 25, 2000, that the pelitical system in the United
Stales is decaying 1o a poing where even Anerican voters
can smell the stink of mongy. The election made it clear
thal Amcrican democracy could be sold to the highest
hidders, the newspaper sard.

The top spender in the congressional campaign in
2600, Jon Corzine in New Jersey, speal more than USS60)
million to win his Senate seat. He set a new record lor
campaign spending and his race against Republican Bob
Franks was the most expensive Scnate clection in history,
According 10 an Associaled Press analysis of Federal
Election Commission data which was refeased on
November 9, 2000, 81 percent of year 2000 Scnale win-
ners and 96 pereent of House winmers outspent their
opponcnls. The AP analysis Tfound 26 of 32 Senate races
and 417 of 433 House races were won by the candidaie
with the most money o spend as of October 18, (the ast
date for which ligures were avaifable. Larry Makinson,
executive dircetor of the Cemer fur Responsive Politics, a
nonpartisan group that studies money and campaigns.
said. “The depressing thing aboul American demuocracy
is 1 can check the lund-raising balances at the Federal
Election Commission and well you what the clection
results wiil be before the clection.” Thus. the key o
American democracy is money, which direetly impacts
the clection results. The Spanish daily, Ef Mundo.
referred o money as the “cancer of American democra-
cy.” No other country has seent cancer as disastrous as that
in the United States. the newspaper said.

Freedom of the press in the United States is also
influcnced by money. Wealthy people have the power 1o
manipulate the mass media, which can serve as their
mouthpicee. It it can gain tinancially, the American
establishment will wrn a deal car to imernational
covenants, According 10 the Inlemational Covenant on
Civil and Politrcal Rights. any dissemination on advocat-
ing war of cthoic and religious hatred among peoples
must be prohibited by law in any country. However,
ignoring the international covenant and universal practice
in many coualrics, the United Swales hus sold or allowed
sules ol Adoll Hitler's Mein Kampf since 1933, During
World War 1. the United States look in mere than
US$20.000 worth of laxes from sales of the book. For the

dtEAE —BE-&#=HTARH

BILINGUAL CLUB / TUFRFHM

Se ik B AT HETE BLEL 210 AR . 20004
Yolo RIET T S Rlna k3002 600, Lh4 85y
H150% . (Vb fendilats KA Sk b 3t
IK10ML KT, Kl|ik wmmm AE, M
Bl AR A BYETTE) B IS LA B
N BB BLEEATAT A 2 S v
ey gk LR & R DR A A A
() “ERHTE” whike 481 HE 5T, LhA RSN (4
(e (LSRR, AT 20 A4 5RE 17100
TP Xesl. WRRE - SR A -4 RRIGBORING
BT 71200705 G0 E0, Sl AT
Fa el B AR 0% o e e JF 5, AR 45200046
JEB0UMNRA v, LR I8K & «ilik4E 1 3000
Ji et YEI| A (8 0 He v 2 B S i g e 3% 1
B l‘fcﬁ;ﬁﬂ‘sjﬁl#l-’* o BN A A R AR
BRI TR X e AN ik kL .
W Bl ey 9000&10)]’?&1&“ « R
T N 25 Tl T uklﬂ@\:{lﬁia;&
pc IO EYT: PRGls U ES M TCY N P2 SV S T
A MR BT, BRI e ©il
Tl A
20004558 56 s A - FURLEAS
MABE6000Z J7 X6 00Tt 1 AR SR Ay
ZBCBUDE . GIMHL S SR BN Bk, XK
$:20004: 1 L1911 x-f(b’ﬁ& b HE IS 0 BT
Ty M 280, 20 HOEN 2 D1 81 % M4k
W& iy irirl'96%rﬁjs):ﬂfl-.%%£rm’é&&ﬁii i
(9 58 e Af T i d 21011811, 325 M3k
=! {i26ky. 433010 W i [ 4 41 753K &
fk%ﬂdu LR A . GIRUI 48 5 kn—
fr LGl WY ¢ DR e, HLBMERR A T
% J]IS R A 31 34 /HﬂJ{LK-Jf'. #R I LLTE K&
(PP v 5T < S A7 AT I USRI 37 KGR Y (1]
VRS BB R gk, ek Do I AN B s .
HEBRUHEY: CHESEHLY 48 TR~ EH
L D™, BRlDE Psase i “vEA T
[l 53 81 6 T e AR BRI R e ™ TR 1T,
RO o bl R B R R R
BB ATRR ARG Tl AR AR i 2 e
ﬁ-!:‘h_i.\, T LAY LB R AT A
SOEATRIWEL BRVEM D AT oA T R



BILINGUAL CLUB / WIER %

next 34 years, the U.S. Department of Justice collected
1axes fromm book sales ameunting 10 US$139.000. Aler
buying the book’s copyright in 1979, the U.S. publisher
Houghton Mifflin continued to sell the book. Experts
estimated thai the publishing house has sold at least
300,000 copies, netting  profits  worth  belween
US$300.000 and USF700.000.

Il. Rampant Violence and Arbitrary
Judicial System Are Jeopardizing the
Freedom and Lives of U.S. Citizens

The United Staics. the only country where carrying a
privalc weapon is a constilwtional right, is a soctety rid-
den with violence: The United States is the world’s aum-
ber one “gun nation” with more than 209 million private
guns. or nearly one for each American. The number of
registcred weapons vendors in lhe country exceeds
100.006. more than the 1otal nuinber of overseas cutlels
of fast foed giant McDonald's. A tracking investigation
ol 70.000 guns conducted annually by a U.S. agency has
shown that abowt 50,000 of them were vsed in assaults,
and the rest wurned up in criminal investipations: 5,000
were used in murders. 5.000 for assaulls, several thou-
sand were used in thefts and robbcerics, and some were
used in drug-related assavlt incidenis, The excessive
number ol privately owned guns has resubted in countless
gun-related assaults, resulting in tragedy for many inno-
cent people: on February 29, 2000, a six-year-old boy in
the state of Michigan killed a girl, onc of his classmates;
an April 18 1that vear, a man i suburban Detroit, who
became angry when his neighbors complained about him,
ired on the office of the apartment complex, lcaving
three women dead or injured; on the night of April 24,
seven cheldren were senselessly slaughiered by a guaman
al the Washingion Natonal Zoo; on December 28. lour
masked gunmen broke into a home in Philadelphia fatal-
ly shooting seven people and injuring threc: this year on
January 9, a gunman killed three people in Houslon,
Texas, and on Febroary 3, another genman kitled lour
people and injured lour others at a factory near Chicago.
Siatistics have showa that over 31,000 people in lhe
United States are killed by guns each year, and over 80
people are killed in gun-relaled incidents every day.

Police brutality is net uncommon in the Uniled
States. Each year, thousands of allegations of police
ahuse are filed across the country, but relatively few
notice afficers who violate the law are held accountable.
Victims seeking redress have laced obstacles ranging
from over intimidation to the reluctance of local and led-
eral prosecutors 10 take on police brutality cases. During
1999, aboul }2.000 civil rights complainis, most alleging
police abuse, were submitted to the U.S. Department of
Justice, hut over the same periad just 31 officers con-
fessed or were convicled.

The judicial system in the United States is extremely
upnfair, with the death penalty exercised in 38 of the 50
U.S. siates. By July 1. 2000, there were 3.682 peaple on
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death row in the nation, 90 percent of whom had been
victims of sexoal abose and assault. Most of them had 10
rely on officially appoinied lawyers as they were oo poor
to pay for their own attorneys. After reviewing the 5,760
death penally cases over a period of 23 years starting in
1973 in the U.S., a team of Columbia University profes-
sors revealed on June 12, 2000 that 68 percent of the
death penalty sentences in the country did not fit the
crimes. They said thal on average more than two out of
every Lhree death penally sentences were overturned on
appeal. The rate of erroneous judgment on the death
penalty in the state of Florida was 73 percent, while the
figures rose to as figh as 100 percent in the states of
Kentucky, Maryland and Tennessce, said the professors.
A total of 660 people have been executed since the death
penalty was reinstated in 1976 by the Supreme Court of
the United States; 500 people were cxecuted in the past
eight’ years. In 2000, over 70 people were executed.
accounting lor 11 percent of the total. The United States
violates international conventions by convicting and exe-
cuting juvenile and mentatly retarded offenders, and fail-
ing to provide defendants facing execution with compe-
tent atiorneys. Thirly mentally retarded people have been
executed in the United Stales in the past decade.

Citing figures from the U.S. Department of Sustice,
the American newspaper U.8.A Today reporied in is
August 8§ edition that about 6.3 million men and women
in the U.S. were on probation or parole, or were in jasi or
prison at the end of 1999, The figure represents 3 percent
of the adult population of the United States. The “corrce-
tienal population” increascd 2.7 percent from 1998 and
44.6 percent from 1990, according to the newspaper
Under U.S. faw, those who are serving prison terms and
former inmates oul on probation or parole are disenlran-
chised, and one-quarter of the states deny the fight o vote
to those who had scrved their sentences. 1L is eslimated
that over | million Arnericans who have finished serving
their semicnces are deprived of their right to vole. A
report of a U.S. judicial policy research institvie showed
that more than 2 million men and women were bechind
bars by February 15, 2000, up 75 percent Irom the |.14
miliion reperted 11 years ago, accounting for one-quarter
of the total across the world, and ranking first in the
world. The U.S. Depanmem of Justice also revealed in
August 2000 that the ratc of iscarceralson had reached
690 inmatcs per 100,000 residents by the end of 1999,
also the highest in the world. The state of Louisiana 100k
the lcad with 736 inmates per 100.000.

Despite huge spending that (ar exceeds the federal
budgel for education, U.S. prisons are overcrowded,
prisen violence is rampant and prisancrs are badly treal-
ed. Statistics show that in 1998, 59 immates in the U.S,
were killed by other inmales. and assaults. fights. and
rapes injured 6,750 inmates and 2331 prison siaff.
Estimates by non-governmental groups in the siate of
Califoraia have shown that over 10,000 sexual assaults
occur daily in U.S. prisons, and male inmates are sexual-
ly assaulied by their roommates. in the most exireme
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cascs, the raped inmates were fiterally the shaves of the
perpetrators, being “rented out” for sex, “sokd” or cven
asctioned ofl 10 other inmates. Despite the devastating
psychological impact of such abuse. perpetrators were
rarcly puniched adequatcly. A report released in
September 2000 by the U.S. Department of Justice said
an “instiwntional culture that supports and promotes abus-
es” was in place in UL.S. prisons. Frequent reporis of
physical abuse by prison guards include brugal beatings
by officers and ofticers paying inmates o heat other
inmaies. Al Wallens Ridge State Prison, Virginia's super-
maximum security prisen. 50.000-volt sun guns were

wften used against inmates. The Virginia Departinent of

Corrections reported that between Janoary 1999 and Junc
2000, prison guards at Red Onion Siae Prison, Virginia's
super-maximum security prison, shot a totat of 116 blank
rounds and 25 stinger rounds of rubber bulicts and dis-
charged stun guns on 130 separate occasions. Al
Corcoran State Prison in Califoraia, eight prison guards
drove a group of inmates to o smal} playground lor a
wrestling match that resulted in several deaths. Qver
20,000 inmates were placed in selitary confinement in
spectal maximum sceurity facilitics, where they were
locked alone in small and sometimes windowless cells
and released Tor only a few hours cach week. They were
handeulTed, shackled and escorned by officers whenever
they left their cells. At Wisconsin's now super-maximum
prisons, inmates are subjected to round-the-clock con-
fmement in isolation and subject to constant Nuorescent
tighling in their cells and 24-hour video monitoring.

Ill. Widening Gap Between Rich and
Poor and Deteriorating Situation of
Worker's Economic and Social Rights

The latter part of the 20th century was the moslt eco-
nomically prosperous pericd in U.S. history, with the
ceonenic prowth rate rising steadily for 118 months by
the end ot 2000. However, the gap between the rich and
the poor has widened and the living standards of laborers
went trom bad to worse. Pressing issucs such as poverty,
hunger and homelessness proved difficult to solve.

The gap beiween the rich and poor in the United
Swtes grew at the same pace as the cconomic growih.
Statstics show that the richest | percent of U.S. citizens
own 40 pereent of the 1ial property of the country, while
80 percent of LS. citizens own just 16 percent. Since the
19905, 40 percem of the increased wealth went into the
pockets of the rich minority. while only | percent went 10
the poor majority. From 1977 (o 1999, the after-tax
incame of the richest 20 pereent of Armerican families
increased by 43 percent, while that ol the poorest 24 per-
cent decreased by 9 percent, aliowing for inflation. The
gctund income of those living oo the lowest selaries was
even less than 30 years ago, An article in the February 21,
2000 issuc of (L5, News and Warld Report pointed out
that the average income of the richest § percent of fami-
ties in 1979 was 10 times that of the poorest 20 pescent of
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families. In 1999, the income gap had been enfarged 10 19
times, ranking first among the developed countries. and
setling a record since the Burean of Census of the United
States began studying the situation in 1947, The income
of the exccutives of the largest U.S. companies in 1992
was 100 times that of ordinary workers, and 475 times
higher in 2000. According to ar assessment by the U.S.
journal Business Week in August 2000, the income of
chief executive officers was 84 times that of employees in
1990, 140 times in 1995, and 416 times in 1999, A survey
shows that the real income of the one-fifth richest of the
lamihics in Silicon Valley has increased by 29 pereent
since 1992, while the real income of 1he one-tifth poorest
of the families in the vailey decreased during most of the
1990s, and the current income for the poorest is at the
same level in 1992, with the employees al the lowest rank
now carning 10 percent less than a decade ago.

A great number of Americans sufler from poverly
and hunger. According (o the statistics of the U.S.
Government, over 32 million citizens, or 12.7 pereest of
the Lotal population of the country, live under the poveny
fine. The incidence of poverty is higher than in the 1970s,
and higher than in most other industrialized coontrics, An
invesitgation by the U.S. Bepartment of Agriculiure in
March 2000 showed that 9.7 percent of American fami-
lies did not have encugh food, and at least 10 percent of
families in 18 states and Washinglon, D.C.. often suficred
from hunger and malnutrition. In 1998, 37 million
American familics did not have enough food. In the stale
of New Mexico, 151 percent of lamilies were under
threat of hunger.

The number of homeless Americans has continucd 10
increase. A study in the mid-1990s showed that 12 mii-
lion 1.8, cilizens were or had been at some time home-
less. According o a survey of 26 large cities conducted
by the Conference of Mayors, the urgent demand for
housing increased in (wo-thirds of the cities in 1999 over
previous years, A reporl in The New York Times of July 9.
2000, said thal housing in New York was in its shortest
supply in recent decades. More than 130,000 families in
the city were waiting for public housing at that time, and
homneless sheltess sometimes had to reccive 5,000 fami-
lies and 7.000 individuals Tor a night.

Serious infringements upon worker's rights have
been reporicd. Compared with other developed countrics,
the working hours of laborers in the United Siates are the
longest, while their social security benefits and rights arc
the worst. According 10 a reportin UL, News and World
Repaort in March 2000, the average working time of U.S.
citizens was 1,957 houors annually. longer than in other
developed countries. In Manhattan, about 7§ percent of
the peeple with high-level education aged between 25
and 32 years old work more than 40 hours a weck. In
1977, unly 55 percent of the people worked the same
amount of time. A newly poblished book in the Uniled
Stales said that some female cashiers and workers on pro-
duction lines have to wear protective undergarmenis
because they are not allowed (o 1ake time 10 go to the toi-

tmEE —RF-EFZRTEB

BILINGUAL CLUB / TIERFIE

LR AP Y. 19TTIE S 199945,
LRI 7 SH BB A B 143%. i
73 SEREMIBLITISCA (Rl Seli ks £5)
HUFW 9% . MR a0 UHE A A I A4
RS L C R A L FFOELE A 130430 1Y
Ao CREDS SIS0 J5 2000452 1 21
N0 s Re il 197940 W A S % %
M’J P EHA N 20% W0 A RS ARE e LOf LA 1
FITO994 . JXA BRI ER T KBENO . Joi A L
WA A MR 21 O F FERA N KA k47
ST AEBR X A ol LRI SO 20 9 . 19924 16
G NARD By (B[S N o I W N I3 [
100F% /¢ 40 20004 (o ff M AOER 1 Nl C AW
A754% . it DG €y 1 FLY 20004028 JIIMLES
JUACRI PR T T AR A ZEHE 19904 1844 .
19954E A 140, 199048 hdAtofr, B -0 A4
TLAA . SR AL SIS/ SECRETT 19924100 K
bl ARG 1729%: it ABEAIRAD L/ SEBE
SRl A RGO AR A &S B . LV
BRSO K, Fo g B B 0 L)
By 1 S L1090 I 10% .

PUHRIILTRA 3G A R AS o 3 G IR
BBy, ERAT3200 % 5 ARG
AEELAT . AL ITNI2.7% . SN R ET0AC
MG W T A28 Ol fbdg. Gk
b 200043 )4 (1) - - TR U A e 10), G479, 7%
WHE R AHIRIBET 184 MURIET RAE W i
R R AT HO% IR BEAR T AL ULk A oAby
FeAVRL, 19984 42 R4 3700 )0 % Bedb oLt
e ERETSM AT ML 4715 1% M5 KE T
LR _

KE o TS 47 R . QUM I f B
TR AT120007 G| AAE - b e fr 3T e
A T RETYIRE . MR SE R 23 A 204
KBTI R A, 199946 82 2 3IhE )44
BEOLAE I ORI D L LTS . K
WU E AR AR I e o & o LRt i)
2000591719 L) B i . €S 4R VL |13k
(kD SRE O] SFE 2 LG54 13.)y
A NCAERATIN - fORBOR I 500045 I8 BI7000
HHE A

vt



BILINGUAL CLUB / SRS

let. The International Confederation of Free Trade
Unions submilted a report 1o the World Trade
Organization in July of 1999, saying that 1he rights ©
organize and strike were not puarantecd in U.S. Jabor
laws, When employers decide 1o break up or prevent the
establishment of (rade unions. laborers have no legal
redress. Only 13 percent of LS, workers have joined
trade unions. Meore than 7 mithen ol the 14 million fung-
Lonaries in the state and locad governments have no right
10 collective negatiaion. nol o mendon the right
stiike. Millions of workers, including farm iaborers,
domestic workers, and low-level supervisors, were
explicitly excluded trom protection under the Taw guaran-
teeing the right of workers 10 organize. in the 1950s, hun-
dreds of workers were retaliated against by employers for
exercising their right {or association. By the 1990s, the
number climbed to 20,000,

Worker's rights and social security cannot be guaran-
teed for U.S. workers. A study by the U.S. Depariment of
Encrgy in 2000 showed that 1he incidence of cancer
among workers in nuclear weapons production was much
higher than workers in other industries due o cxposure Lo
harmivl radiation and chemical substances. Since the end
of World War I1. 22 forms of cancer have been diagnosed
among the 600000 workers in 14 nuclear plants in
California, Washington and other states; this incidence
rale was several times that found in ordinary lactories.
The U.S. Government treated this issoe lighdy onul it
was exposed by the media in recent years. Under public
pressure, the U.S. Governmenl had (0 acknowledge the
tmistake. Abour 30 million U.S. citizens had no social
securily cight years ago, and the figure has increased o
46 million currently. The Briush newspaper The
Finencial Thmes reporied on October 25, 2000, that 12.3
percent of U.S, citizens had oo medical insuvance 20
years ago. and the rale has increased to 158 percem
nowadays, or one out of every six Americans,

The cducation sitvation in the Uniled Stales is sur-
prisingly poor. According (o a report in U.8.A Today on
November 29, 2000, (liiteracy is still a serious problem in
such a highly developed country. Onc in five high school
graduates canpnol read his or her diploma; 83 percent of
unwed maothers are illiteraie: 70 pereent of Americans
arrested are illiterate; and 21 million Americans cannot
read. According to a child prolection foundation, 71 per-
cent of Tourth graders are not at the cducalion level they
ought to he. College wition has grown faster than lhe
increase in middie class familics’ income. The dropoul
rat¢ among college students has risen to 37 percent
Statistics {rom the U.S. Bureao of Censws show that the
income of middle class lamilies increascd only 10 per-
cent from 1989 1o 1999, while collcge wition increased
51 pereent during the same period. The average college
tuilion in 1999 was USS8,086. accounting for 62 pereent
of the incame of low-income lamilies. The average
{uitton fee of privale cofleges was US$21,339 in 1999, up
34 pereent over [989, accounting for 162 percent of Lhe
income ol poor familics, but only making up for lour per-
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cent of the income of rich familics. Mare than 3) million
low-income families could not alTord 10 send their chil-
dren o commanily colleges.

IV. Gender Discrimination and HI
Treatment of Children

Gender diserimiration is widespread in almost every
aspect of U.S. socicty. American women have not yet
enjoyed cqual constitutional rights compared with men,
Women in the United States not only have a weak voice
in politics, but also are discriminated against in terms of
employment, job slalas and wages. The labor protection
standards for women are below the intermational norms.,
and sexual violence, sexual harassment and domestic vio-
lence against women are also rampast in the United
States.

Reuters reported on March 22, 2000, that as many as
1,100 women have joined a class action on gender dis-
crimination, which was igitiated by five women in 1978,
against the U.S. Information Agency and Voice of
America on 48 charges involving jeb discrimination
because of gender. Following an investigation. the courl
discovered that the bhuman resource departments of the
defendants had purposely overlooked [emale candidales
through deceptive means such as revising test results and
selecting beforchand. It was not vouil 2000 that the U.S.
Governmenl was forced 10 accept an out-of-court sctile-
ment and paid US3508 million in compensation after 46
out of 48 charges were upheld by the court. The breadih
and depth of gender discrimination in the U.S. can be
secn {rom this case, whick involved the highest compen-
salion for such a case since 1964. A repon released in
November 2000 by an American insiitute studying the
policy on women showed Lhal women are paid an average
of 26 percent less than their male colleagues.

The number of female prisoners has been increasing
markediy in the United States, and they oflen are the vic-
tims of various abuses. Since 1980, the number of prison-
ers in the United States has Inipled, while that of female
prisoners has quadrupled. A report released by the U.S.
Government in December 1999 showed that accusations
against jail officers of sexual abuse and other ncgligent
behavior are widespread and criminal prosecution of
prison guards for abuse of power has been on the rise.
The following major cases have been reported sinee
December 1999: eleven guards and onc officer at a coun-
ty jait werce accuscd of sexual assault and sexual harass-
ment by 16 lemale inmaltes: a jail goard in New Mexico
was convicled of sexual assault; a prison officer in New
York was senlenced (o three years imprisonment with
probation for raping 1wo female irmates: a prison officer
iz Qhio was senenced to four years of imprisonment for
conviction of sexual assault on three female inmates.
Some female inmates at a prison in New York disclosed
that a number of female inmates were raped and some ol
them even gave birth to babics in their cells. The majority
of temale prisoners who have been sexually assaulied

A —B¥-5-RA+HA

BILINGUAL CLUB / TiEMF

TO% NIl £ AL SCYT . 210005 Xl A AS Sy lsdigh.
BRI S A ANFEPARSE G 1]

T3 % 3K AT AL A 140 L ST R SR ACE .
KT e e RS X R0 (Ko ds kb B 5 e i
AMEY KRB BRI LA AT BT, Bk
FI37%. AT TIN R, 1989431999
W U BT BRI AR K 10% . thils] W2y 3
KA [ EIK 51 % . 199942 L1415 718086
EU. I AR A962%; Bk 1T
34% . 199941 SRS EI21339 % 0. M T ik
AHBELBBANI162% . 1L ol A% RN A
GEE4% . 3000 RIS e AR . 3
LR S R (N ).

o, ERSATEE, JLERESR

PEWIEE AAE (7 1l kh 2y % A Sibk . B4
A AR 5 W RV AR, 1k
{EBGR TR STRATEL (el Uk, 55 S0k

bz S0 R, ST 005 sl DR B AR I B
M BlXPR A R PEGREE RS RE e )
"

B0 B R 200043 J1 220140308 . B ybihs i
e T1978E R IR A LE004, 0 1 e JINATER 15
KB TRl 8 R0 T2 T A B LR 0PI
B, RICERINEE AL B ML ) e ii‘i‘ﬁ%zfi
BBt L HETT U DR DR LTS
B PRI ST . FABET R AL . TN AT i.ﬂ‘i
PR E A e T A P (- X FE W EIN
HEB MM 4 . SR RO BUAT . IFia
PIRIR2241E 2 0. AU Ak L0 £ 650004 /st .
FLE20004%, 0k oL B4R ML RiA 40 b {1 4650
W iR I R R, ETRHBORE A W0 i L I b ik
S PRNE 5. 0847 K LRIy . L 19647158

B CLCBIREY DA B A M R I sk ol B 40 4
Pl TR LB 2o o W — 5. I
D) B HE RTS8 B 2000411 )T R R - Br il i &
Wi, GG LY Fl DASE®Y, TR 6 U1E.
RV BRI L T (REA26%.

G ACSERERE AT RMakadn, oA SLS7 FIHA 4
E1%. 19804 LK . JEIRIMALA BO® A 72,
W Lo IA A MRS N T 3% . 1999412 1] B IR Y



BILINGUAL CLUB 7 ISR KRB

cannaot get access (o adequale lega! protecuion. The stale
of Michigan stipulates explicitly that prisoners ure not
protected by civil rights laws.

Cuute a number of women and children have been
smuggled into the United Siates and are subject (o slavery
and torfure. According to a report released by the Central
Intcliigence Agency (CIA} in November 1999, as many
as 50,000 women and children are smuggled from Asia,
Latin America and Easiern Europe into the United States
every year. They are ofien lorced to hecome prostitutes or
ill-treated workers and servants, the youngest of whom
are aged ninc. Despite as many as 100,000 women and
children being smuggled to the country in the last (wo
years, only 250 are listed as victims ol relevant cases.
The New York Times reported on April 2, 2000 that in
§999. the LS. Tmmigralion and Naturalization Service
conducted an investigation in 26 citics and found smug-
gled women in 250 brothels. An article carried in
“Insight” weekly in December 2000 revealed that the
human trafficking and the sexual slave wrade has become
the third largest illegal trade in terms of business volume
in the United States, following drugs and amms smug-
gling. [ncomplete slatistics showed that criminal rings in
the United States camn LS$7 billion from human trafTick-
ing annuaily,

Children in the United States live under worrying
conditions. They are often the main viclims of violence,
and as many as 5,000 children are shot fatally each year.
The pereentage ol gunshotl viclims under the age of 14 s
21 times that ol 25 other industrialized countrics. Some
.5 million children, or two percent of the country s total,
havc one or both parents in prison. The United States, ong
of tive countriex that have the death penalty for juvesiles,
has the highest number of juveniles sentenced to death in
the world. Twemy-five statcs in the country give the
death penaity 10 juveniles, four of which set the Jowest
age for the death penalty at 17 years and the other 21
stafes sel 16 years as the botiom line or have no age limit
it all. Since 1990, 14 juvenile criminals have heen exe-
cuted in the United Stales. and in the first seven months
of 2000, Tour juvenile criminals were pui t¢ death, more
thar the figure of other countries combined in the past
scven years. By October 2000, 83 juvenile criminals,
who were upder 18 when Lheir crimes were commitled

were wailing to be executed. The U.S, Department of

Tustice released a report on February 27, 2000, indicating
that from 1985 to 1997, inmates under the age of 18 in
adult prisons mere than doubled from 3.400 10 7,400; and
90 percent of juvenile criminals were high school
dropoats. To date. more than 100,000 children ave incar-
cerated in juvemle delention faciliues and many of them
are subject 10 brutal wreatment.

Many children in the United States are threatened by
poverty. According 1o an investigation conducled by
UNICEF, the poverty rate of children in the Uniled States
ranks second among the 29 members of the Organization
for Econemic Cooperation and Development. [n 1998,
the poverty rate of American children hit 18.7 percent,
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2.5 percent higher than that in 1979, To date, as many as
I3 million childrer live in poverty, 3 inillion more than
the hgure of 1979, Reulers reported on January 28, 2600,
that children in 15.2 percent of the familics in the U.S.
are starving., and that childeen aged below six yeass in
16.3 percent of houscholds donr’t have cnough food.
About 1 mithion immigrant children who do oot hold U.S.
citizenship are not covered by the medical insurance sys-
tem. More than T million children in the country live on
the streets, 40 percent of whom are under 5, 20 percent
suffer from hunger, 20 percent are not covered by Lhe
medical insurance sysiem, 10 percent have secn murders.
shootings, rapes and violence. and 25 percent have cxpe-
ticnced domestic violence,

In the United Staies. at least 290,008 children are
working in faclories, mines and farms where working
vonditions are dangerous. Children working on farms
often have 10 work 20 hours a day and run the risk of pes-
ticide poisoning. injury and permanent disability. They
account for 8 percent of the country’s total child workers,
while the job-relaled deaths among them make up 40 per-
cent of the country’s total accupational death 10l Among
these child farm laborers, merely 55 percent have gradu-
ated from high school. & is estimalted that there arc onc
million cases of hurnan rights violaions against these
child farm workers in the Uniled States cvery year: yel
the U.S. Labor Bepartment lisied only 104 such cases in
1998.

V. Racial Discrimination Prevails,
Minorities Hi Treated

Racial discriminaiion in the U.S. has a long history
and is wetl known throughout the world: it stands as onc
of the most serous social problems in the Uniied States.
A U.S, reporl on the implementation of the International
Coavention on Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination submified 10 the United Nations in
September 2000 admiticd that racism exists as one of the
most daunting challenges facing the .5,

The minoritics in the United States have been called
the “Third World of the First World.™ Racial discrimina-
tion is evident everywhere in America. The Washington
Pust reported on February 3. 2000, that even in large U.S.
cilies, Jew residential areas are acwually racially integrat-
ed. In the 1990s, the actual earnings of high-income fam-
ilics incrcased by 15 percent on average. however, the
rich-poor gap hetween whites and minorities remained
unchanged. A survey made by the U.S. Federal Reserve
in March 2000 indicated thal in 1998 the average nel
wealth of a middle-income family of Latin Americans,
Alrican Americans, or olher minorities stood al
USS16.400. cqual to just 17.28 percent of that of a white
family. The percentage was basicatly unchanged com-
pared with 1992" 17.23 percent. [ 1998, 72.2 percent of
the white families owned their own homes whilc the pro-
portions for African American and Latin American fami-
lics were only 46.4 percent and 44.9 percent respectively,
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Even worse, nearly two million aboriginals were living
on streets of big citics in the United States and 40 pereent
of them went without food for up 1o three days at a time.
They are the poorest people in the world’s richest coun-
wy. The Christtan Science Monitor reported in May 2000
that immigrant lamitics account for over one-liflh of the
U.S. poverty-stricken populalion and one-fourth of the
wotal number of peor children. Among the immigrants in
the U.S.. over 9 million, or 43 percent of the total, do not
have medical insurance. [n contrast, 12 percent of white
people do not have medical insurance. according 1o a
research report released last year by the Journal of the
Amertcan Medical Associalion. The report also indicated
that 41 percent of white youths could receive higher edu-
cation while the rale for young Latin Americans was only
22 pereent,

Discrimination against minorilics is deeply rooted in
Amenca, The unemployment rate among African
Americans doubles that of whites. An investigation made
in 1996 indicated that 90 percent of the chiel executives
or managers of U.S. companies have never given any
black people the same siatus and responsibilities as
whites. Computer giant Microsoft had a stafl of over
20,000 in the U.S. in 1999; only 557 of them were
African Americans, The number accounted for 2.6 per-
cent of the company's tolal employees. The company has
5.155 mid-level administrative personnel and only 82
people, or 1.6 percent, are African Americans. A report
in U.8.A Today in 20600 said that charges of sexual harass-
ment on Immigrated workers had witnessed a fasl
increase, up 10 times from {986 to 1999, Abow 2.200
cases were reported in the 1980s. while the figure became
15,150 in the 1990s.

Racial discrimination has also emerged as a very seri-
ous problem in the courts. A total of 98 percent of the
judges in the U.S. are white while most of the people
receiving prison lerms of the death sentence are blacks or
other minorities. Twelve percent of the ULS. populalion
arc Alrican American; ncarly half of the two million
prison inmates in the U8, are black, and another 16 per-
cent are Latin American. Black men are eight times mote
likely to be imprisoned than white men, with an incarcer-
ation rate of 3.408 per 100,000 black males compared to
the rate of 417 per 100.000 whitc males. In 11 states, the
Incarceration rale of African American men is from 12 to
26 times greater than that of white men, The U.S.
Deparument of Justice estimaled that 9.4 percent of all
black men at the age of 25-29 years were in prison in
1999, compared 10 one percent of while mea in the samc
age group. Also in 1999, juveniles belonging to mirority
groups constituted one-third of the adolescent population
in the United States. but they comprised two-thirds of the
young people confined in local detention and state cor-
rectional systems. One ol every three young black people
were confined in juvenile fucilities or out on bail. An
invesigation funded by the Department of Justice indi-
cated that the number of young black inmates jailed on
tirst offenses is six limes higher than that of white youths.
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Among violent crime cases. Lthe number of incarcerated
black youths is ninc times higher than that of whiie
youths. Fifieen percemt of juveniles under 18 are black;
while among the confined people of the same age group,
26 percent arc African American. Among youths held in
adult prison facitities, 58 percent are black. The likeli-
hood of conviction for black youths is much higher than
that for whites. In Calilornta, children of color are 6.2
times more likely than white youths to be charged with
crimes, and seven limes more likely io be scntenced 10
prison when they are tried as aduits. The proportion of
hlack men senl to statc prisons on drug charges to the
stale's total population is 13.4 times greater than that of
white men. The number of black youths sent to correc-
tional facilities tor drug offenses is 48 times higher than
that for whiles. In al least 15 states, the number of
African American men senl Lo prison on drug charges is
200 1o 57 times more often than white men. In seven
states, 80 0 90 percent of all drug offenders are black
men. Although the majority of crack cocaine users are
white, aimost 99 percent ol convicted federal drug
offenders are black.

In the 200-plos years since the U5, was founded, a
total of 18,000 people have been sentenced to dealk; only
38 of them were white, accounting for 0.2 percent of the
total. No white man has ever been sentenced Lo death for
raping a black woman. Between 1977 and 1998, African
Americans comprised 10 10 12 percent of the total U.S.
population. However, out of the 5,709 people scntenced
to death, 41 percent were black. A reper from the
Department of Justice issued on September 12, 2000,
acknowledged that in the past five years, lawyers pro-
posed o scntence 183 offenders to death, 20 percent of
them were whiles. ncarly half of them were blacks,
around 30 percent were Lalin Americans and the rest of
were other minorities. Of all death penalty sentences
upheld by the LS. federal courts since 1995, the number
of colored people accounts for 74 percent. The ratio of
African American and while murder viclims was almost
the same. however, since 1997, 82 percent of Lthe total
number executed were African Amcricans who had mur-
dered while people.

Vi. Waging War Frequently and
Rampantly Infringing Upon Human
Rights of Other Countries

The United States, assuming an air of self-impor-
lance and practicing power politics in the world, has done
a great deal ol damage by encroaching on human rights
in other countries,

The United States has, over a loag pertod of time.,
built many military bases over the world. Huadreds of
thousands of U.S. troops stationed in these bases have
commitied a series of crimes that violated the human
rights of local residents. Such acts by the U.S. treops
have occurred frequently since 2000 and numerous scan-
dals have been exposed. [n 1995 a Japanese schoolgirl
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was ruped by three American soldiers stationed al
Okinawa, sparking a massive prolest by the Japanese
people. Folloswing this incident, a serviceman with the U.
S. Marine Aircrafl Group at Futemma Air Station was
timprisoned for allegedly attempting to rape a Japanese
woman in the city of Okinawa on January |4, 2000. That
same month, three servicemen of the LS. Navy tn south-
crin Nagasaki sexvally harassed two 15-year-old Japanese
airls. On January 9 this year. a scaman of the U.S. Navy
sexually ussaulted a l6-year-old Japanese giel in
Ckinawa. On January 13, 2000, a2 U.S. soldier on peace-
keeping duly in Kosovo raped and killed an Albanian
girl. The incident arouscd sirong indignation from
Aflbanians in Kosovo. In July last year, Green Korea
United, an covironmental protection group of the
Republic of Korea (ROK), revealed that the American
tnilitary basc in Seout discharged erobalming Huid used
for its servicemen into the Han River. The group reported
thal since 1991 another U8, military base in the ROK has
discharged waste oil into a local niver, which is the source
ol drinking waler for 210,000 local people. The actions
ol the American troops seriousty poliuted the locai envi-
ronment and endangered the health of local people. A
Cuban newspaper reported on November 6, 2000, that an
cavironmental group found more than 5G arcas in some
island countries such as Fiji and Kiribali 1hai had beca
seriously poliuted by dangerous refuse. All of the materi-
al has been raced back 1o U.S. military interests or other
interests of the U.S. The acting vice-minister of foreign
alfTairs of Panama revealed on july 24, 2000, that during
its nearly [00-year occupation of the Panama Canal, the
U.S. siationed troops in the arca, and numerous
Panamanian women were used and cast away by
Amencan soldiers. Jeaving hundreds of thousaods of
futherless children. When the U.S. troops withdrew from
the Panama Canal area at the end of 1999, they left
behind 700 pregnant women in Panama and Colon
provinces alone.

The United States forees its way into the interna)
affairs of other countries and cullivates its influence in
secrecy. infringing upon human righis in other countries,
The U5, Depannment of Delense launched a research
instiwnte for satety cooperation in the western hemi-
sphere, while he predecessor of the institution is Escola
Das Americas affiliasted with the U8, Army, which is
famous for training Latin American and Caribbean
treops Lo orlure suspects, carry oul secrel executions and
mail threatening letters to political dissidents. The
school, described by tnlernational human rights organi-
zations as a {raining hase for “dictators, hangmen uad
assassing,” trained 36.000 people during the period
belween (946 when il was [irst established. and
December of 2000 when @t was closed. The school also
traincd numerons personnel {or various purposes. Many
netoricus iruman rights violators and ringleaders of crim-
inul gangs are graduates of this scbool, and nearly all of
the major massacre cases in the Latin America and
Caribbean areas have connectlions with these graduates.
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A crrorist organization tormed by graduates of the
Escola Das Americas slaughtered 767 innocent villagers
in a remote arca of Columbia in 1981, Among thase mur-
dered were people over age 90 and less than two months
old.

Nearly 10 years have passed since the end of the Cold
War. Peace and developmeni are now the common aspira-
tions of people atl over the workd, However, the United
States, as the only remaming superpower. has yet o relin-
quish its Cold War mentality. 3 stations 1roeps abroad,
buosts military spending, sells ammunition 1o other coun-
tries and regions, and ratlles ils saber around the world.
The LS. has become a major threat to world peace and
siability, and inlvinges upon the sovercignly and homan
rights of other countries. A report released by the U.S.
State Department and the U.5. Congressional Research
and Service Boreaw said that U.S. miliiry speading and
ammanition exports rank Nirst in the world: {ts nilitary
expenses account tor one-third of the world's (otal and
exports of ammunilion amount to 36 percent of the glob-
al total. Its military spending budget for 20 increased
by LiS$12.6 hillion compared with the US$200 billion
for 2000, Incomplete stalistics show that the United
States has waged wars in foreign countries and regions
more than 40 times in the 1990s. The country uscs cluster
bambs and depleled uranium shells, which are banned by
international law, and new weapons of mass destruction
in foreign countries, kilting and injuring local people and
akso wreaking havoe on the ccological ¢avironment in
these places. Reports say that U.S. roops tesied depleted
uranium (DU) weapons in shooting ranges in Panama 30
years ago. The U.S. army dropped 940,000 DU bombs in
lrag during the £991 Gulf War. About 16.000 DU bombs
were dropped by the U.S. army during the [994-1995
Bosnia-Herzegoving war, The ULS. army also tesied DU
weapons in mililary mancuvers in Japan's Okinawa in
1995 and 1996. [n 1999, the U.S. army vsed more than
31,000 DU bombs in {12 locations in Yugostavia. The
aumber of cancer patients has increased by 30 pereent in
Yogeslavia duc 10 DU radiation, and at icast 10,000 civil-
ians have died of radiation. Abeut 40 out of seme 80
babiex horn in two months in a Bulgarian lown adjacent
e Yugoeslavia have sullered from physical deformitics. A
number of Evropcan soldiers and civitians who once
served in Bosnta, Croatia and Yugoslavia including
Kosovo have contracted "Balkan Syndrome,” and af least
27 of them have died. The UN Environmental Program
has analyzed samples collected in Yugoslavia and con-
firmed that they contain radioactive substances, accord-
thg o a spokesman for the UN secrelary-general,
Although @ is well known that vranium Js a sort of
radioactive heavy metal, the United States refuses 10
admit thay DU is harinful to human health, and prevents
other countries and international organizalions [rom
invesligating the maatter, 1t alse has refused to stop using
DU bombs, Currentdy, the U.S. troops stationed in
Kosovo are still equipped with DU weapons. In fact, the
United States has fong had tull knowledge of the harm
caused by DU weapons. Before the breakow of the Gull
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War in July 1990, a test panel afliliated with the 1.8,
army pointed oul in a reporl thatl the explosion of DU
bombs would produce strong cancer-inducing Alfa cadia-
tion and soldiers carrying out 1asks in DU weapon-strick-
cn arcas mus! lake preventive measures. However, in the
samie area, the local residents had nol received any notice
from the U.S. army and they thus became viclims of DU
bombs.

The United States has always adopicd a passive atli-
tude towards imernatonal homan rights conventions.
Although the United States was a lounding member of
the UN, it did not accede to any key international human
rights convention untit 1988, when it joined the
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genoctde. That is Lo say. the Uniled Siates did
not ratily the treaty vatl 30 years after it was signed. In
addition, it did not ratify the Intenational Covenant on
the Elimination o’ All Forms of Racial Discrimination
and the international Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights lor 28 ycars and 15 ycars respectively afler it
signed them. The United States stitl has not ratified the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cuhural
Rights, although it signed i 24 years ago. The United
States 15 one of the only two countrics in the world (hat
have not acceded to the Imternatienal Convention on
Children’s Rights, and ongc of scveral counteics that have
not joined the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women, The United
States has always opposed the right to development as 2
human right, and it is the only Western country that has
voled against the Declaration on the Right 1o
Development. Although it is a lounding member of the
Organization of American States, it refuses o aceede o
the Human Rights Convention of America and other
human rights conventions approved by the organization.
As Tor the international conventions it has already signed,
the United States has always ensured that the cnforce-
ment of the conventions is siricily limited to within Lhe
scope of the U.S. constiation and laws, or lel them only
apply o the federation instcad of in cach of the states. by
mazking reservations. declarations and atlowances for
them. [n this way, the United States has reduced the
international conventions to nothing bul empty rhetoric.

Actions speak louder than words, and the public
champtions justice. The promotion of human rights is the
common lask of afl nations in the world. The Unicd
Stales not only closes its cyes to {15 own serious human
rights problems, bul also releases the “Human Rights
Report”™ annually to cendemn other countrics’ homan
rights records. Al these realitics have exposed the true
face of the United States, showing it to he a detender of
pawer fmlitics rather than human rights. China would Jike
1o ofter this advice to the U.S. Government: abandon your
old ways and make a new start, take effective measures 1o
improve the human rights record in your own country.
lake sieps to promole intersational cooperation in human
rights, and stop ordering other countrics on the pretext of
safeguarding human rights. |
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alher™ wits changed o T on the mld
treanment or ahapdonment of ol fonly
menibers,

—The lwrul age Toe getling mar-
rred wane posed Tronn 200 to not carlie
e 22 tor meen and I8 o nol eatlies
Hey 20 The women

I reganl W nurmines befwesn
collatera] relitives by blood, the arficle
TS Sy e other issies converning
unu e between eollateral relutises by
blood witlnn Tive generutions shall be
handled dccording o walitional pric-
tiees” Wis fevised and the nesw stipiili-
trodr tibsedd a1 ban o maimee behween
colliteral [lonnd within
three generanons.

relitsves by

SSeveral new arpeles swerne pnele
i 19xO whicl mefuded 1t being ohiip-
oy upon parents 1o disaphine and
protect therr wimor childeen, As well,
srandparents were nbliged o hring up
their srandchildren and elder brothers
aped spsters were anheed oo pnse their
yotger siblinnes,

—The divorce procedures set by
the Mantiaee Law ol 1956 stipolated:
when cither party of o couple s
resalved 1o diveree, the People’s
Cenveriment ol the disirict where the
couple Tves <lgd] tul il e responsilal-
Uy 1o medntes b gedimnon lals, the
I’mprc'\ Giovernment ol 1the couniy ar
city where the couple lives shall be
responsible b dandling the case, The
prowedares adopted e TORO pede 1w
Chowees availahle tor cosples imtending
wdivoree: cither aceept mediation by
e relevamt govermient depirtiment or
ety Hle o Bsssint 1o the court
Advonding o the Marpaze Law of
TR, 1he connt shall approve the i
aanls oo dnaoree  f mediation tmled 10
! therr hroken links of affection,

=The Marmage Law o TOSO stipy
Tined that people wha vinkied  the
Marrhiage B shall be punished by T
and elated adjudeninn shall
enlopeed.

e

Ihe Clunese people’s weas and
concepts Tave chinnged remaekably s i
resull of soviv-cconomic develapmen
Faced with o sernes ol new goestions
revarding arriige and Goly el
B revasion o the Narmaee Lass sois
becoming mcreasiogls ureent

In light nt o progeam of fegislzion
by the Standing Commntittee of the NIPC.
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Promulgation of the first Marriage L.aw of the Pzopie's Republic of China marked
the establishment a nrew marriage and family system in China. Pictured here a
newly-married of the 1950s looked through their marriage certificate.
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A group wedding heid al the Great Wall.

the Committee of I egislanve Albairs ol
the NI'C Stanmding Committee put tog-
witrd the proposed Dralt Bevisivn o
the Morrige Lo Lisk Nustust 1o dietn
of the vpimons oot elesant depant-
meats of cemtral and Tocal governme s
as el as Jesal dapdrts, the Dralt
Ruvisiom ol ahie Mormaee faw was
conpleted

The drift focuses on feasible and
prrposelol supplementary shipulations,
Stipuldtions on Bigamy, dimesiic vio-

Ience, wvalic marmages o svstem ol
dividimg w eoupic ~ heleppings. divoree
) profectiig ad seiior vitizens” rphis
and interesty e been miade more dit
te, A spectal St on Jeeal libitit
clesrly stipalites coil dand criminal Ha-
BTy i Sagions coaslances

The Bralt Reviston of the Shornaee
Lo prussesd Tt diatiad cxmminativn ol
the  Tsth Session of the Sandipe
Capnttee ol the Noath NPC Lield |l
e e o) Orcteber 200 w
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VIEWPOINT

CHINA AND THE WT0: Opportunities and Ghallenges

The following is the tull text of a speech dalivered by Stephen A.
Lawis, Jr.. President and professor of economics at Carleton
Callege, Minnesola, U.S.A., at a recent forum in China on the
developman! of Chinese economy. —Ed,

at e bagin wih sgme of my own DErSPECHvE QN econamic
development | lirst slogied the Chinese esanamy In ke late
16508 At this fime. 1l 1s possible (0 read every book and arhicle
In English tha! senously addresses the ssues of the Chinese
BCONDMY 1N 3 pencd of twa or Nree weeks. How Limes have changsl!
Fur more than 33 vears | hive worked in the deveioping world, [ 1irst
hwed I Pakistan, which was then the lifin larges! country in population,
larerin Kenya, wnich 1s about an average sized developing couniry, atid for
mary vears | was oot 3 rasident In Bolswana and a consuilant 1o the gov-
arpmen| ol Bolsward whieh, with fewer than 1 3 millian 2itizens, s amang
e shalest coutnes i he develoong worle My imerest throughouot
ese years has e in he siudy of intersalional irade and its relalion 1o
srenpmic development Inthe course of belh researsn and my waoek with
thir governments ol develating countngs, | have m0me to 2 very cigar Zan-
wichan iternabional rade is & oosilve-sum game. that s, all who engage
it the process dan benaiil This & quie conlacy to the idealogy of some
wno believe 1anil one oarty gans lrom rade. the clher parly will lose The
eyidence of history shows clearly 1hat such is not the case Indeed, histo
1y sugaests that the growth of rade and 1he growth of incomes and pra-
duetian go hand-in-hand

The Nexus of Policy Issues

My inferest hias Deen pomarly i a seres of inlerrelated policies in e
develupment process. There are fou sets of these policies Let me-explain
ez Dty

First, here are 1he mactgeconomie polices—iscal and monefary—
(hat are purgued by governments. Fiscal policy, of course. refers 1o bud-
yels, lages and spending. surpluses and deficits of majer movement ant-
ties, weluging the seniral government Monstary palcy relers to maney
and credll mopey supples as well as policies on nlerest rates and on
domestic credd expansion.,

The secend s¢1 of polices are tade and commercial paligies—taniis,
nen-ianf! bamers sich as impart controls and licerses, incantves such as
direct subsidies to exports or import comoating industnes. regulations
regarding "quality” or the specilications of goods enfenng lrade, ete. 115
nuitz clear hal these policies can affect macroeconomic bafances through
eyt mpaet o ihe volume and valag sl imports and sxperts

The third 221 Of polisies are those regardirg exchange rales and
exthange conrol systems. In Hakistan. ‘o examole. the impagt ol the
imaort contral system and olher axchange coatrdl mechanisms was far
greaten han thal of he vy hight levels o tanfls onmimported goods I
Kenya, Pwas workiyg withirn tha Minstry of Finance while the government
tevaloped a senies of direst controls duning the 19703 and 19805, These
allzcted the valua of the Kenyan shilling &z well as macreecanamic poli-
cies ang oiher aspects ol ncennves My impord subsUhon and expons, 1t
ig mrerlant o recoenize Ihal the excharge rale car act as a subsitdy or
1ax mechamsm 1hat s as elfzohve 25 anlls o ather kinds ol nade and
sommetadl policies. Therelore, exchiange mie policies can affect bolk
curimersil policies and e macroetonomis balances 1 he ecanomy and
VT WSS

Finally, thaugh  overlags in seme respects with the tiest three sets of
paiicies, 1lere 1= the overall stiagteqy being laflowed by the government—-
somelimes angressivie ciforls o promate mport subshiubon sametimes

development of natural iesources. sairetimes promation of “culward logs:
Ing” policies which emphasize export development. Chiices abow overal
sirategy hoth atlect. and are affected by, macroeconamig, trada and gom.
mercial, and exchange (ale palicies. Thus, there 1S an interrelated et of
lour issues to which any government must pay allention

In the past 150 10 200 vears of modern ndusinahzaton. there have
been very few penods o rapil ecencmic growth within & gingle counlry
thal have extended lor \ong periads of time. Indeed. studies m the 19605
anil 18705 suggested f was brlikely that any country could sustai a per
od of more than 15 vears of growth in excess of 10 percent per year in
imestmant ar GDP Since that Ime a very ew countries have managed
that feat However, ever they have generally had sustained penods of very
Iow growih following pencds of "exubarant” growth, The vary lew excep-
lons are. indeed. exceptional. Anc. they have pard attention to these lour
sats ol policies and have ensured that Ihey are not conlradiciony.

| elieve Ile kel bood that apie growth will be followed by reiatively
slow grawihs refated 1o the impotiance of “batance” among different sec-
tors of e ecanamy and difteren sconomic lunchiong, When | was work:
NQ 13 garder nursary i the 16504, | first leamed of the hedicide 2-47,
whieh 15 used 1o KIll noxiows weeds 11 works lrough an enzyme 1kl
indisces a rapid growlh of thi leaves which aulstrips the ability of the reol
slrugture of The plan! o provide nutierns—anid, 1hus the planl dies, In
sone respecls the pesicds of very slow growlh we seg at the end of exu.
betanl sputts ol growh ellects the same phenomenan in an ecenomy
Somelimes infrastructure copstamis choke olf the growlh ol other sectors,
as happened m Ngena and in a number of aher minersl neh countigs
the 1970s. Mere recenily momuch of Bast and Southeast Asim, it wold
seam the nability of Ihe banking systens kb expand rapdly withop! mak:
o unzallectable leans broaght growtl 16 a halt. One could find many ofher
sxamples. Bul the yeneral lesson, | believe. is clear i order o susiam
rapid growth aver long periods of hme. one must pay attention lo thembal:
anees hal may develop within giffezent sectors and functions ot Ihe gcan-
amy.

The Lalancad development of the nternalionaily tompzitive saclors
or.an ecenamy 15 one of 1he key laclors thal has braugnt growth 12 8 hall
nomany cauntries The eed to meel extermal obiigalions—ior both pur-
chases ol imparied gocos 2nd services and payments lor debt or capial
SETVICEE—IMPOsas a very importan! constraint on Ihe develepment of a
domestic 2conomy. Uniess access 10 loraign capial is untimited (& virual
smpessibiiity for a country of any $ize), extemal balances must he carehl-
oy watched by gavernmenl palicy makers. Il one inlerenally competiive
sector ol an economy needs a "subsidy” i order 1o b2 compelitve. 1L 1§
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clear (hal other intentionally competitive sectors In 1he economy must sug-
ply it 111s guite obwious thal subsidbized imperi-substiuling indusinalization
came 1o a sharp hall iIn many countries because the sectars requinng sub-
sidizalion grew much (oo rapidly lor the rest of the economy 1o prewde he
nacessary subsicy. The leaves outgrew Ihe roofs.

There are many examples of unsustained development and subse-
quent cnses throughoul the developing world in the last 50 years. The
most highly documented have been periods of rapid impott-substiiuting
ndustnalizauon in such countries as Brazll, Pakistan, India, Kenya, Ghana
and Argentina among alhers. Perieds of "exuberant” growth were followed
by balance of paymens of debt cnses and subsequent slow growth
because sullicien! allenlion was paid o Lalance. In erms of he four
nterrelated policies, insuificient attention was paid to the nead lo keep all
policies working in the same direction

WTO and International Content

Let me wen now o the World Trade Organization (WTO), The experi-
ence ot the entire warld in the Great Depression of the 1830s led to exten-
sive conversalions amang countries toward the end of Worid War Il about
Ihe need lo establish nternational institulions, and agreed policies, in
order to avoid Ihe downward spiral of deflation and Depression that had
enguled the world and. ndeed  providad tha canditipns thal led to Werld
War |, "Boggar my neighbor” tarift poficies and compstitive devaluation
among countnes (n ordar o protecl ther own domeslic markals and (o
invade Ihird-country marsels with exports) had the net effect of decreasing
world rade and, consequently, cecreasing world production and Incomes,
Nazl Germany soughl lo overcome {ts own problems by enlering mlo &
senesof bilateral barter arrangaments with other counlnes, which benehil-
ed the German ecenomy—al the expense of everyone alse, The issue in
lhe early 1940s was: how could Ihe warld aveid 1his siluation 1n Ihe luture®

The posl-Werld War Il insthutons of the (nternational Monstary Fund
(INF). the World Bank, and tha Ganeral Agreement ¢n Tariffs and Trade
(GATT) ware aimed al establishing new international rules, The IMF was
establishied 10 provide orderly lunclioning of foreign sxchange markets
exchanye rates, and short-lerm capital movements Tha lunchion of the
World Bank was to provide developmen capital 1o lower-income parts of
the worlt, And, GATT was eslablished in order to have agreed niles for
trade (import taniffs and import and export controist by which all countries
would abide Thus, these inslitutions were estabiished lo avoid Ihe detla-
tien and Depression of the 1930s. They stressed the imporiance of muylti-
laleral agreemenis among countries rather han bilateral rade helween
ndividual countnes.

As a result of this range of mstitutions. European countries i the
18505 lormed \he European Common Market and the European Free
Trade Associalion. This led in twrn 1o the European Economic Comrmunity
and, linally, to the European Communily, Tardl barriers dropped, Irade
expanded, production and employment n thase countngs grew as mulli-
lateral Irade increased The rapid growth thal look place because of the
arowing trade (as wall as the flow of capital in the very early years from Ihe
US. Marshall Plan) made “structural change” easier In a growing econo-
my, lhe saclors thal are declining in relatve impariance need nof shnnk
absalutely, which maxes the adjusiment problemn much sasier. Growlh and
trade opened up opporumties for mvesimenl, Soan, barriers 1o movemeant
of capital meross barders were being decreased—ior the lirst lime sinca
the 1930z, Ullimately \hese developments resulted in the adoption of llex-
ible exchange rates among the major mdustnal countries in the 1970s and
the evolulicn of dilferent roles for internalional institulions 1he IMF, in par-
ticular,

It 15 important 10 see the WTO i Ihig broader context. The WTO s &
successor 1o GATT ¢ endeavors 1o establish both nules ¢of conduet for all
couniries and constraints on the behavior of individual governments. The
WTO addresses a wider range of concerns than GATT did. Thus, It is
much more impartan! to all sectors of 1he sconomies of each member
couniry, The WTO also provides a lorum for the settliement of biiateral dis-
putes such as Ihose batween the Urited States and Ihe European
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Commarnity, er the United States aod Japan. However. the WTO wili not
complalely elimnale such disputes We should ses the WTO as the |ates!
stage of mare than 53 years ol evoudion of international institubons. And.
we shouly) expect that Ihe evolulion will continue in the Tture

Development in China

Lel me now furn to China. In the penod since 1he late 1970s when
China began Ils cpering 1o Ihe world, loreign trade in China has grown
vary, very rapily relative to aross domestio product. Trade has nsen fram
abowt 3 percant of GDP in the fate 1870s lo nearly 22 percent of GDP
loday. As a result, foreign trage in China s twice as imponant reiative ta
Ihe aconomy as s the case in Japan, and & nearly lwice as importan! as
it is i the United Slates: This is a very, very dramatic development.

China has dlso grown in its share of world trade. Chima's exports grew
two and a il hmes as fast a5 world frade n the 1980s, and four imes as
fast in the 189Cs

These [wo trends mean an (1) wade is much more impotant 1o
China nan  was fwo decades ago. ani (2) China's Irade 15 a much larg:
8 share of world Irade thar it was in Ihe late 1870s

Paralieling these changes in Imports and exports refative to GOP
there has been a substantial changa In e economic struclure wilhin
China, Ameng other 1hings. tha importance ol Slate-owned entéprses
has declined substantially ihe importance of newly estabiished anterpng-
es has risen. and agriculture has fallen from 34 10 17 parcent of GO

With respect to macroeconomic balances, | think mosl observers
would rate China's perlormance as quite good. The performance has been
lelped by very high private saving rates in the Chinese economy. Cre of
the key issues in macroeconomic ferms for the next decade, | belleve. Is
whether those high private saving rates will conlinue In Kenya in the
19705 and 1880s, lor example, previcusly high ralss ol privale saving
declined pracipitousty. But because fiscal palicy and commerclal peliciss
did nat adjust accordingly, Kenya lound iteell In substantial and sustained
balance of paymants difficulties for mast of 1he last 25 years. Paying atten-
lion to the macroeconomics of China's managamenl 1s, | bebeve. of fun-
damental Importance for the luture | cannel amphasize this peint too
strongly.

China's posiion n tha world economy loday 15 very, very different
Iram that twe decades ago. China now can be seen as an expor! “thraal”
lo many counlnes. Chinese exports now are squvalent Io 60 parcent of
exporls from the Uniled Kingdom, 50 percent of Japanase exporis, three
times the level of Brazilan exports, and lour fimes the level of Inchan
exports Since exports from Japan, Brazil and India are regarded in a num-
ber of highuncome countnes as lhreats to ther domestic iIndusiries, Ihe
size of China's exports suggests that China will lace increasing difficulties
in the future, This is both an economic and 2 political 1ssue.

Cn Ihe other hand, China 1s a very important impart market lor 1ha
exports of other countnes. The value of Chinesa imparts 1s now hall [hat
of France or the UK. two and a haff tines that of Brazil, and substantial-
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ly more tnan afl Middle East and Narth African economies combined. This
gives China an impostant bargaining chip in international negotiations.

China has also emerged as a very importan| destinalion for nterna-
lional investiment, Direct foreign investment in China Is now equivalen| to
ane quarter ¢of all direct foreign Investment to all midcle-income develep-
ing courntries.

In summary. China has, In a short penod of lime. by world historical
standards, become a major player in the International economy. What has
happened (o China is, perhaps, equivalent 1o Japan's growth in the 1960s
and 1870s, and the growth of all the “Mics™—the Newly Industialized
Counlnes—Iin the 1970s and 19805. Future histonans will marvel at thess
lwo decades of Chiness emergence.

China's Challenges {f Opportunitles Are Seized

Having examined briefly lhe major interrelated policy issues tacing
any governmant, the WTO and its antecedants, and complementary instl-
lutions, In-organizing the world economy, and China’s experence over lhe
past Iwo decades, one can now fook at Ihe challenges and opporiunities
facing China as 11 contempiates membership in lhe WTO. Lat me make
three points abaut the major issues facing the Chinese Government.

First, continued restructuring of the Chinese economy requires con-
linued rapd economic growth and vice versa. State-owned enlerprises
and the agncultural sector will continue 1o decline In relative tarms; and
they will displace employees. This clearly implies the need for rapid grawth
¢l new jobs in other sactors of the economy, which in fum means the need
far Investment and growth of output in Ihose sectors. Cne Inheren! danger
is this; If major enterpnses or sectors of the economy are “protected”
against fareign competition, Ihey will absorb rescurces from the rest of Ihe
economy. Such resources will be neaded to increase production Inlema-
llenally, such resocurces might be prempled in order 1o “subsidize” Ihe less
efficient, less compellive seclors. Failure 1o face up 10 the necessary
decling of some saclors will doom long-tarm growth, However—and lhis
peint, too, Is ortical—he increased access to world markets for China's
exports will give China the apporfunity to continue rapid growth of new
sectors in s economy. And, Ihe regularizalion of laws and regulalions
within Ghina that will be required tor WTC compliance, will also encourage
continued growth of foreign investment in China.

Second, reciprocily in bilateral irade relalionships must be managed
carefully in order 1o both minimize conflicts with other countries and max-
imize oppartunities. Tne highly politicized “trade wars™ between Japan and
ihe Urited States and betwean Europe and the Linited States over the past
20 lo 30 years are painful reminders of the polilical dimension of Irading
rglalionships The Chinese leadership must be atlenlive to potenlial con-
flicts. take the iniliative in addressing them, and lake the long view on lhe
benefils from greater trade.

Third, & major challenge for the Chinese authanties will be 10 adopl
and mainlain macroeconomic and exchange rate policies that will sustain
growih in the face of the Increasad opening of the econemy 1o foreigr com-
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petition As one example, a decrease in the lavel of lanff protection (ar of
protection via import conlrols) will resull in substantial increases in
imports. Therefore, i is Iikely that one element of a liberalizatlon program
might be a planned depreciation (0 the currency. Continual monitaring and
adjustment of both liscal and monetary policies and exchange rate policies
are essential elaments of the package of policies 1o accommodate open-
ing lc the WTO,

Grsen the fact of structural change and of a certain amoun! ol eco-
nomic dislocalion that will necessarily accompany liberalizaton of inlema-
lional trade and investment, there are a number of patential roadblocks
beth in China and in other countries.

One sel of challenges will be to deal with both the idealism ang the
idealogy Ihat object 1e the treeing up of mternational lrade and investment.
The WTO 1s sometimes opposed in the industnalized countries, for exam-
ple, because of concerns aboul bath environmental regulation and the
polential tor economic explodation of workers I low-wage economies.
Thete will be pressure In all counlries to pay greater attention to laber stan-
dards. And here will continue 1o be opposition to infernalional Irade par se
on the {grossly nustaken) basis thal trade is & zero-sum game. In which
only one party can win and Ihe other mus! lese, Since these deological
convictions in appesition o trade have been present for & cenlury or more,
there is no reason 1o suspect They will dimirish in the coming decades.

A second set of roadblocks arise from parficular economic Interests in
toth China and its trading partners. There will be major pressure to pro-
lect sectors of the econamy thal will be squeezed by frear movemean of
goods and services, || is clear that organized labor in the Uniled States,
while marching under a banner of concern for low-paid workers in othes
countries, has as fts major concemn the protection of high-wage U & jobs
In seclors Ihreatenad by increased foraign imports The agricullural sector
mn Europe is another obvious case of special mterest thal will make its
voice heard in opposiicn to free irade. And, | need hardly menlion here in
China the sectors that will oppose increased trade because of threats 1o
their econgimic viability.

Other political agendas will also anse in opposition to increased trade
and investiment both In China and in ather countries Geo-polilics o
Increased openness, and lo "linkages” befween econoimies of countnes
with substantially diterent mternational, political, or security Intsrests will
discourage increased intarnational commerce. IF they carry he day, the
growih of employment and outpul will not reach its potential.

Finally, world economic corditions. and the "management” of the
major aconomiss of the world, will have a majer impact on tha potential tor
China's growth. Coritinued expansion in world trade is important for every
counlry, 2 contracion or substantial slowdown in international trada pre-
sents major problems tor most countries in tha world. One has only (o look
al the experiance of the 1930z, or Ihe 1970s, when the spread of economic
pain, and the political cansequences thereol, wera clear lor all to see.
China might do an excellent job of managing its own econamy and still run
info substannal difficulties, if the rest of the world is not well run.

Summary Comments

Is ana an optimist, or Is one a realist. 1o say thal the future looks
good? On the basis of my own 40 years ol studying international frade and
politics, as well as economic develapment. | think It Is raalistic to say the
lulure looks good. provided political leaders in mayor countries, China
Included, are sensible and consider the long run In their approach to pall-
cy. Economic success depends heavily on political leadership, and on the
willingness 1o take a long-term view In the live decades since the end of
World War I, sensible leadership has prevailed in mos! major counties
most of the time, with the result that the world has seen a spread of eco-
nomic opportunity, and a rise in slandards of Iving, thal are unpreceden!-
ed in human history, If we continue o heed the lessons bath of the disas-
lers of the 1930s and the successes in the post Warld War 1| expansion, |
beleve the future will continue to lock good. and that the opportunities for
Ihe Chinese people, as well as for those in other countries, will conlinue 1o
ba bnaht. [
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A special Mitsubishi maintenance station in Anhul undertakes an overhaul of the
100-0dd Mitsubighi Jeeps running in the province.

by Wang Wen

hina's State Administration for
Exit-Entry  Inspection  and
Quaranting [SAEEIQ) issued an
emergency notce on Febroary 8,
revoking as ol that day the import safety per-
mit of Japan-based Mitsubishi Motors Corp
and Lanning the import of the corporation’s
Paerc V31 and V33 sport-ulility vehicles,
These modeiz, SAEEWY said, have serious
safety problems.

Cause

On Seplember 15, lasl year, Huang
Guoaing, & driver wih the Departmenl of
Gealogy and Mineral Resources in the Ningxia
Hu Autonomaus Region, was dnving a Pajero
sport-utility vehicle 1o Guyuan With him in the
vehicle were the vice-president of the Chinese
Academy of Geological Sciences and two
other experts.

When the vehicle came o a downhili turr.
Huang slepped on the brake pedal only o dis-
cover the brakes had faded At thal moment, a
heavy-daly ruck was driving toward them and
would collide head-on. Huang, wha had mare
than 20 years of driving experience, mmedi-
ately applied the hand brake, while shifing
gears and sleenng lhe wheels to the right
Just as he managed to step the car at the
edge of the road (befow which is a deep gully),
the Truck brushed past them A catastraphic
accidenl was avoided, bul everyone in the
vehicle was so scared they broke oul inlo a
cold sweal.

Huang felt the Incident was abnormal for
the sport-utility vehicle. which had only lrav-
eled 20,000 km and been in use for less than
one year, He checked and found a pool of
brake fluid a! the place where ha applied the
emergency brake. Obviously, something was
wrong with the brake line.
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After that, Huang did not let the matter
drop by simply having the problem fixed. He
senl the vehicls o The Ningsia Exil-Enfry
Inspechion and Quaranting Bureau (NEEIQB)
o be examined The laboratory lest and
experts’ analysis indicated that the design of
Milsutishi's Pajera sporl-utility vehicle hatd
senous defects. The steel LSPV at the rear
part al tha vehicie would tauch the mar iake
line directly under i whenever Il was prassed
down. Repeated louching wore down the
brake fine, resulting 1 the leaking of brake
fluid, which led 1o brake failure

A lew days later, another car accident
Involving a Pajero eccurred in Ningxia. Again,
faully brakes were found o be the cause.
Realzing the sericusness ol the problem,
NEEIQB immediately examined several other
Pajers V31s and V33s. They found thal the
brake line in all the vehicles showed signs of
wear

In no time, SAEEIQ got the report and
pard much attention to the matter. According lo
initial investigations, Yunnan Province found
300 Pajere V31s and V33s had problems with
their brake lines and in Tibet, the brake lines ot
two of the nine vehicles checked were womn
out. I an effort 1o protecl people’s lives and
property and prevent further accidents,
SAEEIQ decided 1o stop imparting these mod-
els made by Mitsubishi,

Reaction

The Pajero intadent eveked strong reac-
vons from Chingse consumers.

Zou Qunying from Chongging recalled on
March 21, 1897, 1he farm vebicle her husband
was rding in collided with a Mitsubishi sport-

ulility vehicle coming head-on, Three people in

the farm vehicle died at the scene. Accarding
o depariments handling the matler. the
Mitsubishi vehicle was careening wildly down
1he sloping road, Zou said. Alter reading the

NATIONAL ISSUES

WAMGEL

reports aboul the Pajpros birake probienis
Zou said she belleved the cause of the acor
dent fowr years garher must hava been he
Mitsubishi vehicle and tharefore she would
sue the Japanese company

Having read the reports, Mo Su a
Mitsublshi vehicle user from Chengdu.
Sichuan Provinea, drove his vehicle to a spe-
cial Mitsubizhi maintenance slation for 2
checkup on Feliruary 13, They faund fus vek-
cles rear prake ine showed signs al mimar
wear. Maintenance workars enly adjsted he
position of the lire bul did not repiace 1t for
hurpe "Mitsupishi simply tegaros Ihe lives of
users as a trfling thing since its stalf are so
careiess aboul flaws in the quality” said Su
angnly.

A complaim frem Changsha, Hunan
Province araused widespread attention Cn
the evemng of December 25, 20000 L
Zhiring, head ol the Changsha Loshan
Hydraulic Products Factory. was drwing Fis
Pajera V31 seuthward on Ihe Jianxang Road
al a speed of 30 km per hour. Seeing that a
person was abou! ‘o cross the road L
slepped on the brake pedal, Unexpactedly, the
brakes failed and his car snocket down Ld
Hul who was walking on the sidewalk,

Lu was immediately sent le hospiai
Thera wera Iwo blood clots in her head and an
operation was conducted. Althaugh the opera-
Lon wels guite successiul, Lu bas temaned 11
a deep coma Lu's famiy has already spenl
more than 160 000 yuan on medical treat-
menl.

While examining the aceident sceng. the

>krodt

On February 26, Mitsubtshi Motors
annogunced a statf reducticn plan In
order to cut production cosls.
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ol found a lot of brake luid on the ground
under the sport-utihly vehicle and datarmined
s was another agedy caused by a warm
birake line i 3 Pajeng

Currenily. an ingreasing numper ol
Chinese consumerss have clamed compensa-
lian for the karm the Pajera has braught tham

The Paers V31 and V33 are said 1o be
mioders Mitsubusin gpeally tesigned far the
Chingse market. V33 began losell n China in
1994 and V31 entered the Chirese markst i
1996, Al present, there are aooul 72 000 vahi-
cles of these twe models opemling on ceads
throughout Chira

SAEEIQ alficials poinl out that if the mpd-
rls underasn! adeguate wad tesls betore
beng exported 1o China, Misubish could not
kave made such an obvious design llaw

Action

On the Chinese side: For e sake of (he
safely ol Y2000 Chinese Pajern users.
SAEEID, whila esuing the ameargency ban.
summoney epresentiives gl he Mitsooish
Motars Beyng Clhee for an urgen! meehng.
damanding Ike Japanese company lake nec
£553ry MEeasLres as soon as possnie 1o solve
IFe prablem

The China Consumers” Associalion can-
dugen  pamstaking  negolialions  with
Mitsuvishn concesming he issue of saleguarnd-
Ing the mleresis and nighls of consumers. |t
put lorwary five requiemeants:

—Mitsukssh: should make an opan apolo-
tny “ecall ifs products 1or checkup and replace
ke allecled parls 1 shoulg also compansale

An assembly line at a Mitsubishi plant.

Ihe consumers 1of Iheir losses direetly caused
by thevehicla’s uaily probigm,

—The warranty period for the replaced
parts of Pajere sport-uliily vehicles should be
renewed from 1he dale of replaceman!

—hcrording to Arnicle 48 of China’s Law
on 1he Protestion of Bights and Inlerests of
Consumers, 1f a product is deemed not up fo
slangdard by ralevant departments. consumers
have the tight ta raturm il

—ii thete 15 evidence demonstraling Ihat
Milsubishi knew in advance the design defect
of the Pagero spor-ulility vehicle that couid
possibly cause safety probiems but still export-
ed the vehicle 1o Chira by hding the trulh,
then Chinase consumers are eligible to oi2im
compensation that 1 double she price of the
praducl, according o Article 49 of the Law on
the Protection of Hiohts and |nterests of
Consumers

—Muisubizh should racuty i athluge
loward Chinese consumers, respect Chinese
laws and requlatiors, and pay due atiention to
ihe nghes, eterests and persanal satety of
CONSUINET:

On the Japanese side: Lindar pressure
ltom public omnien and strangly reasonabie
arquments made by SAEEID and the Clina
Consumers  Assacalion. Mitsubish Motare
matle congessiens

O Felyuary 13 #nrasu Hideakl, new
president of Milsupishi's Beiing Ofica. and his
three depubes weni o the China Corsumers
Assogiabon and had a lalk wilh the associa-
ton's  depuly  secrelary-general  Dong
Jingsheng They apolegized 1o lhe Chinese

WAAprLA AT

Pajerc V31 and V33 users.

On February 15, Mitsubishi  Malers
General Manager Sonoda Kozo announced n
Japan Ihat (ke company would recall 400.000
Milsubishi vehicles of 11 madels thal sall in,
Japan and 850,000 vehicles of [hree models
sald in the United States. excluding the
Mitsubishi spori-utility vehicles in China.

On February 17, Mitsubishi decided that
Chinese users could have Iheir brake lnes
replaced al lhe 44 special Mitsubishi mainte-
nance stations across China

On February 22, Milsubishi expressed
thal lor humanitanan reasons, 11 would pay
120,000 yuan to Lu Hu who was injured due
1o the Pajero’s safety problemns. But, accarding
to sources, the money has nol yel been sent.

On February 23, the Misubishi Beijing
Qftce deaded lo prowde comgensahon
according o Chinese faws for acciderts con-
firmed to have been caused by lechnical prob-
lemg i Mitsubishi products 1 owill also recall
all the oid-style Pajgera V3ls ang Va3s in
Crina for free maintenance and Ihe warranly
ponad will be renewed. In addifior. the mumn
ber ol maintenance stations will be Increasad
10 54 trom 44,

On February 28, Milsubitshi announced 1s
compensation scheme Trig g the lirst tme
the ward wompensalion” has heen used by
the compary. Since the SAEEIQ banned the
impart ol the Pajpro V31 ang V35 tha
Jupanese campany had been evading ihe
queston ol compenzalion,

The compansalion scheme |s based on
the suggestions of the China Corsumers
Association The company had previously saiil
thal Pajero V31 and V33 awners could get
their vehicles repasred al its special mainle-
nanca stations According 1o this compensa-
lgn scheme, repail expenses would be
exempled. The company also promised 1)
would pay for all expenses. invalved in the
whole repair process, Including lranspori,
board and lodging expanses

The scheme says 1hat ke company wil
carmy oul & thorough investigalion imo each
complaint, and il an injury (s proved o be
caused by Pajeros salely llaws, 1 will pay
compensation in accordance wilh the relavan
provisions of the Law on the Prolecticn of
Righis  and  Interesis ol Consumers
Consumers who bought V318 and V3ds for
personal use and through "z legal channel”
can rewmn Ihe vehiele I necessary he
scheme says.

The China Consumers’ Asscciabon wel-
comed Mitsubishis compenzalion scheme.
but dechned 10 say 1hal it was "sabshed” n
says thal Ihey wouid keep watch to make sure
the Japanese company fulilled ts promises. s
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An intertidal precious bird reserve In Yancheng, Jiangsu Province,

by Lu Xixi

huna's  Mational  Wellands
Conservabon Acllon Plan offi-
cialy wen! nto effect last
November. A resull of six years
of research and studies, the plan was jointly
fermulated by Ihe State Foresiry Bureau and
17 other ministies and commissions. Il reg
ularizes and institulionalizes China's effarts
in 1ha conservation and ralionai use of wel-
lands

Wetlands are an important part ol 1he
earth’s ecosystem. While some wellands
appear in the form of big rivers and lakes.
others stand as small ponds and nee paddy
liglds. Wellands not only provide habitats for
4 huge number of wid animals and plarts
especially rare and precious waterfowt but
also supply water and focod far human
beings.

Crira is a couniry with wetiands nch n
lving arganisms. It has 650.000 square km
of wetlands, accounting for 10 percent of 1he
vorld s total and ranking first in Asiz Sao tar
China has establishey more than 250 nature
reserves of wellands

Ir 19592, the Chinese Governmen! offi-
cially acceded 1o the Convention on
Wetlands o International Importance
Especially as Waterfowl Habiat, also known
as the International Ramsar Conventian.
Since then relevant departments have paid
graater atiention 1o the conservalion of wat-
lands. To date, seven wetlands (Zhalong in
Hellengjlang Pravinee, Xiangha: n Jilin.
Birds lsland in Qinghal, Dongting Lake n
Hunan. Poyang Lake 1 Jiangx, Dongzhar
Part in Hanan ane Ma Po i Hong Kong)
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have been included in the list of wellands of
intermational importance

"Kidneys' of lhe Earth

Scienfists  undarstardng of wetands
vanesn different countnes. According 1o the
definiton of the Imternavoral Ramsar
Convention agrzed by governments of var-
ous countnas, wellands consist of llawing
ana stagnan: waters ol rivers and raxes and
imtertidal zones wider than & meters.

“Wetlands are very imparlant to the
ecosystemn Like forests and seas, they have
greal ecological iunclions and high bie-divar-
sity” said Shen Gualang, an ecoloast and
vice-president of the Chinese Academy ol
Engineerng. “When merging with laresls,
wellands produce greater  hydrolagical
effects,” Shen neted. Scientisis often refer 1o
wetlands as Ihe “kdneys ol e earlh and
forests as the “lungs™ ol the eart.

Statstics mdicate har hundreds of
species of fieh and countiess agualle insects
and invertsbrates Iive in weliands. Ona-inird
of the world's brds are lound in wellands
while the vanety ol planis s bayond coun:.

“The wetlands are of vital impoertance o
humanily” said Chen Keln, head ol the
Crina Program  Qffice of  Wetlands
International. “Simply speaking. many of the
matenals used lor making paper. such as
reed, are from wetlands. So are aqualic
products. farm preduce such as rice. and
aqualic medicinal plants” Wetlands have
great ecoiogical value In lerms of water stor-
age. lar instance, wellands are equivaent to
rivers and laxes because lhey are saluraled
wilh moisture

Wellands are aigo closely relaes 10 ofi-
male changes. Cnen said. The warming of
the climate i recen yaars has regulled in a
senes of problems sucn as he thawing of
ice at the Scuth Fole. 1he nsing of sea levels
aruntd mary sland counires. the rsing of
lemperaiures and an acrease n red de,
Also. many wetianos. especially those n
coagtal areas Fave warished “However
proper conservalion of wetlands can help
slow down the pace ol gional warming,” sard
Chan,

According to data and facts In the |ates!
raporl on world resgurces joinlly oraduced
by 175 nternational scienlists: wales, lorests,
wetlands and seas in the glonal ecosyslem
arz delencrating. Given this, ecoiogical con-
sarvation organizations i tha workd nava
urged governments of all counties 1o 1ake
aclion and wicrease nvesiment In science
and 1echnology lor the conservation and sus-
tainable use of natural resources

According to Liv Yonglan deputy direc
1ar ol the Department ol Wil Flora andd
Faupa Conservation under lhe Sfale
Forestry Burgau. every signatoty couniry 10
the International Ramsar Convention should,
in line wih the requrements of Ihe
Convennon, formulate its plan lor the conser-
vation ol its own wellands resources.
However unlike China lew courlnes have
worked out thair respective actian plans.

As @ larga country in lerms ol wetlands,
China plays a key intarnational role. L said
The launch ol China's National Wetlands
Conservation Achion Plan demonstrates tha
China genuinely performs s duties as
reauired by Ihe Imiernational Ramsar
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Convention, making an important step for-
wardd in the conservalion and sustainable
aconamie development of wellands.

Protecting Mangrove Foresls

A special species ol forest vegelation—
the mangrove lree—grews in the lidal zones
lying between land and sea in China's sub-
tropical araas The mangrove is the only
species of Iree in the world Ihat can grow in
the swampy ground alony the coasl. 1115 a
viviparous flant. is seeds remamn hanging
an the motner tree until saplings appear.
Some then lall ine the mud and take o0,
while olhers are cammed lo other areas by
seawaler The mangrove lree has a mar-
velous speed ol reproduction and growth,

Over the past years, however, many
localiies have blindly reciaimed mangrove
swamps m pursuil of 1ast ecenomic expan-
siert The exgesswve consumplion of waler
resources As el as some natural fastors
such as gooal warming have caused a
sharp deciine n Ihe area of mangrove
forests, (hus. aggravating pollution in e
coaslal tidal zanes

Red lide has also bzceme an increas-
ngly senous problem over the past lew
years, "Hed lide s @ resull ol eulrophication,
which 5 caused Dy excessive amount al
rifrogen and phospnorus In seawaler,” said

A wetland In the Engebei Desert. Inner M

Fan Hangging, directer of the Guangx
Mangrove Hesearch Center. "Mangrove
forests are the deal punfier of seawater”

Mangrove trees charactaristically shed
fheir leaves constantly. When old leaves lall,
new ones take their place, But the Iraes need
large: amoun! of nutrients 1o grow new
leaves, Nilragen and phosphionus are the lwe
kinds of nutnents badly needed by mangrove
tregs. |f there are large expanses ol man-
grove farests alang heavily polluted coasts,
they could help absorb nilrogen and phos-
phorus in the watar, thus easing eulrophica-
iion and reducing the possibility of red tide
oeourrence,

The Shankou Mangrove Nalure Reserve
in Baihai City, south China's Guangx
Zhuang Aulonomous Hegion. has drawn
wide allention from e international commiu-
aity In racent years tor the successiul con-
servation of mangrove swamps. The nature
reserve Nas 13 species of mangrove and
nearly 100 species ot msecls as well as var-
wous phytonlankons, fisa, shelltish and birds
They lorm a harmanious ecosystem. main-
waining the ecological balarce lor a proract-
ed perod.

Some mangrave trees there nave grown
for oecades or nearly @ century. People in
Beihal regard the rees as guardians of the
caasis and e reserve as nallal larmland.

ongolia.
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In additien to ther ecological value, man-
grove Irees also bring multiple economic and
social benefils to Ihe local people. such as
prevention of lyphoens, pratection of coastal
embankments. purification of seawater and
development of tourism. Some residents
even regard the mangrove as a symbol of
ihesr cily.

“While infensifying legal entorcement 1o
protect our forests, we devoted efforts to
publicity and education to improve residents’
environmental and ecological awareness,”
said Beihal Mayor L Jun. “Thus ordinary
citizens got to krow the mangrove lrees and
began lo love them and canscientiously pro-
lected them.”

Improving Public Awareness

With the promuloation of Ihe Action
Plan, intensified efforts in legal enforcement
will follow. Relevart government depart-
ments will organize scientists 1o help resi-
dents in areas around nalure resefves lor
wetlands  use and  develop  wetlands
resources ratonally. The wellands with
unique geographical locations and imenlace-
able environmental effects will ke enclosed
10 laciinate management,

Iri the nex! hve years, China will build 50
mare nature reserves for wellands and bagi-
cally stop the reduction of natural wetlands
caused by man-mads factors,

Improving public awareness s a matter
of primary importance, said Shen Guolang.
According 1o a nalional sample survey con-
ducted by the Stale Foreslry Burgau, many
people have talled o understand the impor-
tance of conserving Ihe wellands, In regard
to marshes, lor instance. some people main-
1ain thal as China is a Iraditional agricullral
country, marshes are simply 1deal lands far
reclaiming.

People did so in the past, Shen noted.
They drained water ofl the marshes and
planted rees or grain crops. As & result.
many wellands were destroyed. In the futurs,
people should e guided 10 give mare scien-
tific: consideralion to wellands' ecosystem
functions. Shen said

People shoulc also be taugnl to Know
that many marshes, suckh as lhose al the
upper reaches of the Yanglze River, are con-
servalion grounds for water sources essen-
tial for \he survival of humanity, Shen said.
They constantly provide watar 1o the Yanglze
and Yelow rivers, If they were destroved, the
rivers would have no sources. Wetlands are
alsc an important link in the biological chain
of pirds. Wilhout wellands, many birds would
become extincl, which would in turn affect all
lving orgamsms. £l



NATIONAL ISSUES

Chinese Insurance Market
Promises Bright Prospects

Vice-Premier Li Langing addresses a national meeting held last year on the reform
of the medical system and the basic medical insurance system for urban workers.

by Wang Zhe

¢ Chinese people bid farewall to
the system of free medical ser-
vices that has prevaled far more
nan 40 years, the old Chinese
saying that “You can allord to have everything
but (llnegs and have nothing but money” vivid-
ly portrays ke worries ol most of lhern abaur
medical expenses nowadays.

Recently, however. people have found
1hat all matters in Iheir [ives, sueh as child-
tirth. oid age. ilress and death, can be
lmxed with insurance. Commercial insurance
15 becoming 8 natura! choce for ther iulure
SECULIV.

Infant Stage

China resumed 115 domestic Insurance
business in 1980, Since than, the insurance
market has diversified. By the end ol 1999,
China hatt 28 insurance companies. OF Ihe
13 Chinese-lunded firms. four are solely
State-owned and nine are joni-stock busi-
nesses. Allhough tne Cninese insurance sec-
tor has generally been growing &t a high rate,
il lags far behind (s loregn counterparts n
terms ol 1he proportion ol premaum ncome in
GDPF, per-capila insurmnce expenses and
Insurance awareness of citizens.

Staustcs snow thal the proportion of pre-
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mium revenue in GOP in develoged counlries
approaches 10 parcent. In China, however. 1!
stood al 1.7 percent in 18499, tanking
B6th in the world, and per-capita insu:ance
expenses were 110 yuan (about US$13) lar
lower Ihan Ihe level ef USS200 per person n
developed countnes and ranking 75th i the
warld. China also lags behind many develop-
ing countries regarding 1hese lwo indicators,

Premium revenue genetally accounts lor
7 percent of residents’ latal savings deposits
in developing countnies and 13 percent In
developed cauntries. Bul it formec only 2.3
parcent i China in 1899, In additian, China
has fewer insurance companies per 1 million
residents. In 1896, lor mslance, the United
Stales had 28 26 insurance companies for
gvery 1 milion popuiation and Hang Kong.
33.3, while the: mainlznd of China with a pop-
wation ol 1.2 billier had enly 28 insurance
firmg altogether averaging 0.02 for every 1
million pecple. In terms of lolal assels,
Chinese Insurance cempanies combined 10
have UUS$28.8 oillion werth of assels in 1989,
However, the assets of Ihe U.S.-based Aetna
Lite: Insurance Co. alone exceeded USS30
billion, 3.4 Umes the total of Chinese compa-
nies.

Market-QOriented Reform
The People's Insurance Co ol Ching

(PICC) and the China Lijfe Insurance Co. Lid
are solely Stale-ownea firms. They piayed an
imporlant fustencal role in the secovery per:
od of Ihe Chinese insurance induslry, Bul
with 1he eslablishmeni of & marke! syslem,
the State-owned rms begon to display dis-
advaniages. The planned economy elemants
in their orgamzationa setup made 11 difficull
for them to deal willh markal compantion
Thus. relorm in line with maskel law became
extremaly impaortant,

PICC consoligaten subsidianes al diffar-
ent levels in same aities closed lirms not ud
o sltandard, and inlroduced a program ol
wereasing elhciency by cownsizing the stafl
Mearwhile, the New China insurance Ca.
which had been in exstence for only three
years, launched s expansion program aimed
at growing into a natonal business It has
opened branches successively in Tianpn
Nanying and Chengdu. This examgle of con-
wraction versus expansicn wel! illustrales the
essence of restiuctunng n the Chiness nsar-
ance seclor.

The maosl gralifying change n the
Chinese insurance indusiry last year was the
price compeliion giving way 10 senvice cam-
peliion, PICC opened the nation's [irst lele-
phone hatline for insurance services using 4
dnilied number nationwide. This so-called
“insurance 1107 ine has served as a brdgs
inking the cemparty with clients. The Ping An
Insurance Co. bull up three interactive ser-
vice plalforms—a lelephone service center,
an Internel service certer and & countertop
3BIVICE CENYEL

After three years' research, Fing An
Insurance launched an investmen!-based
nsurance scheme thal has soid well in
Shanghal and Beijing Almos) al 1he same
time, the insurance with dividenas program
developed by the China Life Insurance Co
became |he “upstarl” of the markel The
appearance ol these insdrance dems. the
most advanced in the warld, kas placed high-
er demand on (he quality of sales pessonnal,
the level of computenzation. the capadiity of
lund operations and the degree ol apenness
N managemen! 2t vanous INsurance compa-
nies

Accoring o Wu  Xiaoping,  Vice-
Chairman of Ihe China Insusance Reguiatory
Commission, tngse changes are nol anly a
transtormation in msurance products bul also
an overall upgrading In the management 1ge-
olegy and management ievel ol the Chinese
insurance seclor Me beleves that these
thanges will push insurance businesses na
a h@ner slage of manugemenl ang service
sompetition and open a hroagder space ler the
expansion of the Chinese lile insurance bus:-
ness.

[
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Interaclion of Insurance and Capital
Markel

Interpational experiances mudicale that
as & comoonant ol the linancial industry, the
msurance seclor should buld up 4 sound
nteractive relalionship with the entire capilal
markel According 1o econamist Wu Jirghan,
Ihis relationship ¢ displayes in lwa ways: On
ihe one hand, the development of the insur-
ance business reeds a sound capdal markel
and on the athar hana the growth of the cap-
ital market counts on the active parlicipalion
ol insurance funds. Tneralore, sccelaralng
the reform and develapment of the two sec-
ors and oromoting inleraclion &re preregua-
stes lor the sound cdevelopment of China's
linancial system

Tha Chinese insurance sector naeds the
capital market Being in s infancy, ine seclar
is slill al a low level of development in terms
al the pumber and scale of insurance com-
panes Ihe sharg ol pramm revenue in the

nsurance premiums and allow hem lo enter
Ihe capital markel In 1929 the Governmen)
permited insurance premiums 1o access
sacunhes nvestment lunds apening a chan-
fiel for insurance premiums to enter the capi-
lal markel.

Insurance premiums are policyholders’
savings lor emergency needs. Lite insurance
premiums, in paricular, are considered "life-
saving” monay of the Insured. The manage-
ment of these funds should in no way go
wrong. Given 1his, insurance premiums negd
a stable capital market thal fealures open
and lair ransactions. In a bid 1o ensure the
securty of Insurance premiums, Ihe capilal
market needs furlher regulalion and develop-
ment, As lor social supervision, ke regulato-
ry depariments should conscientiously
change their guiding 1deology for capital mar-
ket developmenl. reduce unnecessary
admmistrative Interference and sirengthen
supansion over the apenness. Jusingss and

The nation's first lelephone hotline for insurance services using a unified num-
ber nationwide.

GDF the varigly and quantty of insurance
precucts, and the space and channels tar the
operatior  of  insurance  pramiums
Experience in olher counines mdicates ihat
he ansurance companes mest have the
means and capabilily 1o manage insurance
premiums so that they can ensure the secu-
ity and profitabilty of these “life-saving”
lunds,

Comparalively speaking, invesimenl n
sequrities especally. mvesiment i Stocks
car reap high long-term grolits and has thus
become a pnimary choice of msurance com-
panigs in the world for managing irsurance
premiums. In arder Yo improve (he overall
payment capacily of China’s insurance mdus-
Iry. i3 mperalive 1 1ap investmant areas lor

b

fairness of the marke! in a bid 1o give play to
ihe function of the markel and improve the
efficiency of capital allocation. At the same
ime, measures shodld be taken to mu he
effects of @ “bubble” economy. minimizing
averall nisks.

Approach of Overseas insurance Carriers

A “camer fleel”, composed of insurance
businesses from (he United States ard
Europearr Union nations, is sailing lor the
shores of China This s reasonable in con-
sideraticn of the huge develepment potential
of China's Insurance market,

In 1282, Chira started apening its nsur-
ance market o the outside world first In
Shanghai. Sinca inen 15 msurance busi-
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nesses lfrom the United States, Braam.
Japan. Canada. Swizerland, Germany
France. Australia and Hong Kong have been
approved 10 enter the Chinese market
However, in terms ¢f strangih, they are mere-
ly “small boats™ compared with the mcaming
“carner lleat”

During his visit to Europe in July 2000,
Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji told the CEO of
Halfand Aegon Lite Insurance Co. Ihal he
was considering issuing a business license to
its Trans-American Lifs Insurance Co. After
thal, relevant Chinese depariments revealed
that China would be giving entry permits to
12 foreign Insurance businesses alter it joins
the World Trade Organization.

Last Ociober, 400 model employees and
serion administrative stalf of fhe New York-
based Metropalitan Life Insurance Co,, led by
the company's CEO Roter! H, Banmosche,
arrived 1 Beijing for an important company
meeling.

A world-rencwned company, Metropol-
tan Lite ranks No.1n the United States in the
trade. Il provides insurance services o 8 mil-
lion American famllies and many companies
and Insttutions. |1 also has business in 11
countries and regions around Ihe word. In
1999, its business lurnover was as high as
USS25 4 billion. the lotal effectve nsured
amount of life iInsurance stood &1 USS1.600
billion, ond asseis under its management
exceeded USS400 bilioe,

Benmosche has pad much attention 19
Ching's reform ang opening Jp in 1he insur-
ance leld. He sad Ihe Chinese insurance
marke! i¢ the most dynamic market in the
worid with (1s more than 1.2 billen pegple and
a rapidly growing economy, and his company
hopes to play a censtructive role in the devel-
opment of China,

Lioyd's of Lendan 18 an insurance con-
giomerale compnsed of 124 businesses thal
cooperale and compete wilh each other. The
largest insurance trader its annua premiums
amount o nearly 7 8 billion pounds (US$10.5
Billion). accounting for 50 percent of the tolal
London msurance market. Lloyds of Landan
Chairman Max Taylor noied thal the estab-
listment of un indepenuent supenvisary ns)-
tution—the China Insurance Regulalory
Commission—for Ching's Insurance sector,
ithe diversiying nsurance services, Ine
increasing premiums and the expanding
msusance businesses all indicale Ihat ihe
Chinese insurance :industry s integraling wilh
miernational praclices

In Novermber 2000, Lloya's of Londan
opened a representative office in Beying, the
firsl time the company had set up a reore-
sentative office in a country where it had no
aperating nstiution |
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Should Children Get Their

ucatio:

he recent 2001 China Imerpational Higher Educaticn

Tounng Exhibition once agam stimulated Chinese enthusi-

asm for overseas study. Mere than 160 colleges and univer-

sities trom 22 counlnes and regions, Including the Uniled
States. Canada, Britan and France, took part in lhe exhibilion on
February 17 at the Conference and Exhibition Hall of the Beljing Werld
Trade Center. Tens of Ihousands of studants and parents frem Beijing,
Tianjin, Hebei and Liacning fooded the exhibition, getling material or
filling in apphcation forms. The China Overseas Study Service Cenler
provided consullations on the spot and handled relevant formalihes. The
site was bustiing with nolse and excitement.

Statistics show that the number of Chinese students going abroad
has been growing at an annual rate of 20 percenl in recenl years: From
the boisterous scenes at his touning exhibition. one can easily see that
overseas sludy s stil! the arden! desire of many people. In additon 1o
many college siudents and company employees who inquired about fur-
ther study abroad, there were many senior high students. Compared
with previous exfibitions of this kind, students inlending to study abroad
are gething younger

According to the State Overseas Sludents Service Center. there
are more than 20 million students (n China who have laifed the college
enirance examination, 30 percent of them living in cities. Among these
studemts. one-third. or a total of 2 million. have enough money or. even
thaugh they lack adequale lunds, try every possible means 1o study
abroad Because of various reasons, such as the lack of a visa. not all
of them succeed in going abroad to study. But over the past three years,
the number of tesrage studenis going abroad has been growing at a
rate of around 40 percent, reaching approximately 50.000 in the year
2000 Preliminary estimales show thal each leenage studen! spends
US515,000-US520,000 each year abroad.

Apart from the huge cast, overseas leenage sludants have 1o bear
the spiritual ardeal of leaving their native land. How do people in various
walks ol life view the phenomeanan ol teenagers studying abroad?

Enthusiasm for Overseas Study: More Disadvantages to the State

—Zzhang Zpiyong and Bian Huimin, Southwest China
University of Finance and Economics

The population flow observes one law. hat is. the population flows
from less developed areas lo tdeveloped areas, For Ihe counlry 1hal
accepls foreign sludenis. this can save it money an childbirth, child rear-
ing and health care prior 10 Ihe students” enlry A large part of loreign
students’ educaiion expenses can also be saved. Moreover, out ol con-
sideration ol s own intecests. Ihe recipren! country relains people with
a relatively high level of knowledge. which helps optimize the local struc-
lure of talented people and injects vitality inta economic development.

Whereas couniries that expert lalented people adopt the compul-
sory elementary education system, developed countrigs that accepl the
sludents adopt paid higher education. In this way, the recipient country
not only shifls the huge burden of education expenses on 1o the export-
ing counlry, but alsa makes up lor deficiencies in local talent. The devel-
opmeni of higher education 1hus achieves a lavorable spisal in devel-
oped couniries
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1 Abroad?

In the United States. for instance. higher education brings in billians
of dolfars in foreign exchange revenue each yaar in additon to an influx
o! hundreds of thousands of talented people Currently, intemalional
sludents account for 50 percent of the graduates in 11.S. colleges and
uriversities. A considerable number of these graduates will stay and
wark In the Uniled States. All their innovative capabiliies alter they cem-
plete tharr education will benefit the United States first The supenority
of Ihe United Siales in scientific and lechnological development |s, 1o 2
large extent, a rasult al the introduchon ol the sciertlic and technolog:-
cal elite from ofner countnes. It can be said that higher education nas
become the most lerative industry In the Uniled Siates, and this is also
the fundamental reasor 2ccounting lor the tleading posilion of the United
States in (he world's high-tesh tields

For the exgorting couniry, however, Ihe disadvantages oulwegh the
advaniages. The exporting counltry foses fhe money il invested in 2du-
catng the sludents, which consequenily decreases he invastmenl efi-
ciency and greatly affects the country’s econcmic developmeni In the
17 years from 1978 o 1995, Chira senl a total ol 250,000 sludents
abroad, but only about B0.000 of them came back Among the over
180,000 students who remained overseas. more than B0 percent were
in thg United Stales. Thess Chinese sludents have become a force not
1o be ignored in the scigntific. lechnological, educalional and econgmic
ields i he United States. For China, however a huge amaun! in 2du-
cation funds has been cast lo the winds. Worse stil. China will have 1o
buy the new and high-tech products rom developed countfies al a mugch
higher price. This 1s really wornsome

The phenomenon of studenls gong abroad at a younger age
rellects to a certain degree the defects of China’s current schoal system
and education mode. There Is nellhing 1o be said aganst studying
abroad and many old reputable universilies overseas are afiractive
indeed, Bul China should work oul more ways 10 keep Chinese sludants
al nome as well as work on lubon tees. For instance. prestigious
schools i other countries may be allowed to operate schoals in China,
ar 38l up branches ar jomt ventures, In thal way, high-level education

B
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The 2001 internalional education exhibition held in Beijing
provides an opportunity for those whe want to siudy
abroad.
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A Belgian teacher talks with students at a summer "English
fraining camp.”

ann good expenences may be introduced and a win-win sesull may be
achigved

Be Patient About Children’'s Overseas Study

—Qi Lixin, chief representative in the China markel or a
Canadian consulling company

The number o Chinese students i1 Canada has conlinued ty
ncrease on & yearly basis. About 20 percent of tnem have educatian of
senior high scheal or below. From my personal point of view, Inese siu-
denis go ab:cad loo early which is nol sa good for therr griowin. Since
mest of the sludents at this age have grown up in families comaming
lour eldetly people anc lwo parents as well as thamselves, lhey are
ncapabie ol taking care of themselves in daily Ife. As well they o nal
have mature outlooks on the world o life. I they, in such a state of mind,
enler 3 society 1hatis greally diferent in ideiogy and lifestyle, they are
very likely 1o lse ther direction in life As 3 resull o1 will Be diflicull for
Inem o succead i 1N education and. more impatanily, Ihers may be
a shadow on them for the rest ol therr ees.

Most of the students going abroad at this age siart in & oreparalo-
ry school Most often the schools Ihey attend are anregulated pvale
schools wich lack a sfrang teaching force. Usually 2 few teachers ang
a fow dozen sludents formi a coliege As the study s lmost solely con-
certraled an languJage, Ihere are no systemalic coursas that will help
the students lay asold loundatian for e future major study.

As a matter ol fact, elementary educaton n China 1s as gooe as in
developed countries Thera is na need lor patents 1o be impavent, They
can wajt with ease unyl thewr children firush senior njgn schoc or have
a few years of caliege eduzalion. Then the children can stucy at a reg-
ular university abroad after taking the necessary examinabons. In Ihis
way, the students can have a clear position aboul ther onemation of
sludy, and because they may obtain scholarships, they can alleviate the
linancial burden of Weir tamilies

Young Students: Act With Prudence

—Zhou Zhicheng, associate professar in the Depariment of
Political Science and Law af the South China Teachers’ University

| studied at Canada's University of Alberta for & Master's degree
Trom 1994 10 1997, | was mmore than 30 years old when | want abroad,
According to what | saw and heard during my study in Canada | have
reservations about sending students abiroad al a young age.

Many parerts have greal ambihons for Wher children.
Unguestionably, all those parenls who send their children abroad at a
yaung age hooe that their children can become usedl people &1 an early
date However I'm goubllul about how mueh siudying abread can con-
Iritite to @ chid growing into & uselul person

I

The tiggest problem 15 a childs psyehelogical adaptability, Fram
China 1o a foreign couniry, a chilg laces a brand new world, Even for
adult studenls. it 1& na easy matier 1o adapt 1o a changed environment,
My neighbor 1n Canada was a Chinese sludent wno was a barderling
schizaphrenie becanse of 1he excessive psychological pressures. As
well lhere 3/e reports aboul the suicide ol Chinese sludents abroad |
really can't understand why some paranis have the heart 1o senc their
teenage chiidren to study abroad.

Tre language barmer 15 much lougher thar expected. Childhood 13
the prime time for a person la leamn a language. A child less than 10
vears of age can easily grasp a language alter he or she lives for sonie
fime i he new language environment Bul as we get older. Ihe ability
to learn & language decreases Generally speaking, tis easier for a per-
son less han 11 or 12 years ol age 10 [eam & language Ihan 4 person
who s older. Many students going abroad are already cltler than 15 or
12. Because Ihey have passed Lhe best ime lor learming @ language. ¢
15 relativety difficult for them to overcome the ianquage bamer While |
was sludying in Canada, | worked as an English 1utor n quita a number
ol fnmihes wha werg immigrants from Hong Kong: Some of my students
were [Unior high and some senicr high Hried my best to teach therm and
(hey tned therr best (¢ learn, bul progress was slow. Many parents immi-
grated 1o Canada for the sake of ther children, but the academic per-
lormance of thewr children was disapponting, Even for parents who are
will their children, ttings have been less than salisfactary Sa. it is not
hard 1o imagine whal will happen when a child sludies alone in a loregn
country.

Complants do exist about China's primary and middle schaol adu-
valion. Howevar, things are no bettar in ather countnes, Many adull
Chingse students in Canada aise complain about the lax management
ard irmationdl currficulum s their chitdren's schools: They say fhat ther
cnidran can nardiy learn anythirg in such schoois, Thus, itis clear that
Westarn educanan s not pedect.

Study Abroad: Early Preparation for a Child's Fulure

—5ong Shu, parent of a student

There 15 tough competiton to go 1o college i China Even il my son
i3 admitted 1o tne best university in the couniry. there is no guaranes
that he will lind a satislactory Job. So | thnk it would be better 1o send
hum abroad early 10 save touble n the future. | ope my son can Have
a part-time job while stuaying abroad. || he can't find @ jols, the family
will use up all their resources o support his education As far as | know,
many parents ol students share my view

Study Abroad Is Necessary

—Wang Weijia, sociologisl

Al present, investment In ingdividual educatan cannol yigid corre-
sponding returns in China. Overseas study can avaid fierce competition
in China for college admission and (ullill the dream ¢l 3 college educa-
ton More impertantly, cverseas study can bring about higher returns.
Such returns include a high income and a high socia: status. Besides,
here are more apportunites for development abroad I a student
comes back wilh a diploma from a foreign university, he or she can have
other benalils. In other words, puerseas study is a way 10 procure mgh-
er returms. Enthusiasm for overseas study in recent years 1s salid procf
of 1his made of investment.

From another poirtt of view, it 15 impessible 16 imagine hat China
which 1s undergeing reform and opening up. has an isoiatomst policy or
aducalion. China should let yaung students sbitain more undesslanding
anout the putside world and have the opportunity 1o accept a mulli-cul-
wral education, especially 1 the world's most advanced scienge and
technalogy fieids, The majority ol cverseas stugents will make contribu:
nans. through ane way or another, 1o the rejuvenation of Shinra. From
irus point of view, e annual 4 billion yuan nvestment i educanon will
produce retirms sooner ar laler "
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TRAVEL

Sports and Fitness Tour in 2001

aking advantage ol the World Universiade 1o be held in Beijing this

year and Beijing's bid for the 2008 Olympic Games, Ihe State

Tounsm Administration has infroduced the theme of "Sparls and

Fitness Tour” for this year, Some of the major international and
domestic sporling events will be promoted outside China.

According fo the State Tounsm Administration’s plan. sightseeing and
acological tourism products will be promeled; specialized programs and sports
tounsm aclivities !avered by the public will be intreduced; group tourist prod-
uets for overseas iounsts will be avallable and various sports lourism activities
will be operated 1o boost the domestic tourism market and promole domestic
tounst undertakings during the nationwide fitness campaign. As the policy of
developing China's western region Is further implemented, the tounst environ-
ment In the wast will be lully utiized, and specialized tours suilable 1o the
region will be emphasized, s0 as 10 boost the local founsm industry and pro-
mixe econemic. development,

The themes of the 2001 Sporls and Fitness Tour nelude

1. Sports and Fitness Tour—{he chowe for the new cenlury

2. Travel around and bulld yoursell up

3. Relax your mind i nature

4 Stay young through travel

Major contents of the even! dunng the lirst quarter of the yaar Inciude:

» The Harbin Ice and Snow Festival (December 31, 2000)

Sponsors: Hellongjiang Provinclal Government and Harbin Municipal
Government

Managers: Harbin Cily ard Helong)iang Tourism Bureau

Locations: Songhuajiang lce and Snow Wonderand In Harbin,
Hellongiang Province, and 28 snow fields In the province

Major aclivities: The opening ceremony, sking show, skiing contast for
Xusyy Club members, ice and snow loursm fair, food week and lounst skiing
competilion

e Talshan Mountain in the New Century (December 31, 2000 -
January 1, 2001)

Sponsors: China Figaon Assogation, Beijing Donghal Huaye Co and
Tai'an Municipal Government

Major aclivities: Foreign and domestic lounsts climbing the mountain en
the night of December 31, 2000; Ireaing 2001 pigeons at the mauntain peak,
greeting {he dawn ol the new century and praymg for world peace on the
moming ol January 1, 2001, the opening ceremony al the Daimiao Temple,
ncluding stiking an ancient bell. pedfarmance with 100 drums and 100 zheng
(a lraditional Chinese zither), a taljl sword perlormance by 100 local elders and
a kungfu performance by 100 local children,

# Jilin Ice and Snow Tourism Feshval {January-March)

The opening ceremany of the festival was held on January 1, 2001

Sponsor: Jlin Provingal Governmenl

Locations: Changchun and Jilin cities and Changbalshan Mountzin

Major activities: Colorlul tourist activiies on ce and snow help o Intro-
duce lecal tounst products to the global market and boes! local tourism during
winter

» Ten thousang Ciimbers on the Great Wall {January 1)

Major aclivities: 10,000 people climbing the Badaling Greal Wall and
National Team members shooting ¢lay pigeans.

@ Climbing the Crlental Pearl and Long-dislance Race on New
Year's Day {January 1)

Lacalion: Shanghal Oriental Pear| Television Tower

Major activities: 10,000 citizens climbing the lower and running the race
after galhering at the Oriental Pearl Square, art pertormance and sperts com-
petition

e The Opening Ceremony for 2001 China Chongging Fitness
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Heatth & Fitness-China

Swimming Program [January 1)

Sponsors: Chongqing Tounsm Bureau, Spens Bureau and Yuzhang
District Government

Location: Chastianmen Square in Chongaing

Major acllvities: Exercises and long-distance race wilh 10,000 people
participating.

® Ten lhousand Guangzhou Cilizens Race Around the City on New
Year's Day (January 1)

Major aclivilies: Long-tistance race parlicipated in by 10,000 citizetis
along the main-artenies of the ity proper; flowes far and fitness perfomance
In Yocal parks and sports oeales,

®« The Opening Ceremony lor 2001 China Sporls and Filness Tour in
Shaanxi (January 1)

Sponsor: Shaarx Tounsm Bureau

Location: Xi'an City

Major activilies: Tang Dynasly slyle polo perormance. taijl boxing per-
formance, martial arts performance, marlial arts performance by children and
traditional kunglu performances.

@ The First South China lce and Snow Festival (January §)

Sponsor: Sichuan Provincial Government

Managers: Sichuan Toursm Bureaw  Sporls  Bureau, China
Southwestarn Airlines, Chengdu City, Leshan Clty, Meishan Prefectura and
Gangi Prefecture

Locatfens: Xiing Snow Mountain, Emea Mouniain, Longehi Lake, Wawu
Mourtain and Hailuegou Valley

Major activitles: Skiing, skaling, figure skating, molorcycle competiion
on a snow lield. ice sculpture conlesl. snow games and hat sprng bathing in
snow fleld

» Qipanshan Mountain lce and Snow Fastival and Relevant Sporls
Aclivities in Shenyang, Liaoning Province (January-February)

Spensor: Shenyang Municipal Gavernment

Managar: Shenyang Tourism Bureau

Locations: Shenyang Qipanshan Mountain, Bsfling Park and Nanbu
Park

Major activilies: Sking skatng, motorcycle raoing and sailing on ice
fields. the fourth Winter Swimming Contest and lce games

e Kite Fair of the Nanjing Intemmalional Flum Blossom Festival
{February 28-March 18)

Loealion: Zijinshan Mountain, Nanjing

Major events: Kile performance and compstition, domestic and Joreign
kite exhibition

e Halnan inlernational Golf Competition (March 8-13)

Malor activilies: The competition will start from Qiongshan and. alter a
tour of Beao in Qionghal and Kangleyuan In Wanning, will end at the goll
course in ‘falong Bay in Sanya. More than 1,000 golf enthusiasts trom home
and abroad will be invited lo participate In the competifion and the fMiness tour

» First Infernational Taifi Boxing Falr (March 22-26)

Sponsors: Marllal Al Management Cemter of the Stale General
Administration of Spotls, China Magtial Arts Associalion and Sanya Municipal
Govermment

Localion: Sanya, Hainan Provinca

Participants: Teams lrom all provinces and cilles, leams lrom places of
origin of faffi boxing and those from well-! “awn martial arts houses and mar-
tial art crganizations from more than 20 countries and regions.

Major activities: Tajf boxing performances, exchanges and appraisals,
tayl boxing consultabions, leclures and lraining cOUrses. a Symposium on “sai-
entific filness”, grading of fayi boxers, martial aris tour lor fitness, 1.000 tajl
boxars deing morning exarcises on the beach and an arl pedormance. &
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Beijing to Invest 45 Billion Yuan in Environment

eijing will invest 45 hillion yuan in environmental profection. especially cleaning up ait
Bpolluhnn, in tha next five years, Beijing Mayor Liv Qi said recenlly. As a resuil of Ihe

investment. air quality n Beijing will teach Class Two Standard dunng 70 percant ol
the days of the year

In recent years, the Beijing Municipal Governmeant has taken many lercaful measures o
change the urban amaronment. The authontes have populanzed clean fuelin the cily of 12 mik-
lion people Last year, nalural gas usage in Beijing exeeded 1 Lillion cubic meters In the next
five years, the proporiion of patural gas. eleclne power and other clean fuel amang all ensrgy
used will reach 75 percent. By 2005. Bejjingers will use 3 billion cubic meters ol natural gas.

In a short penod of ime, Baing has succeeded n controlling air oolluticn from cars. The
governmen| ordered 600,000 old autes off the streels and had more Ian 180,008 wehicles rafii-
tad to meet currenl standargs. Sinct slandards for emission have also been applied fo heavy
tucks, ciesal engines and farm vehicles,

To teduce Ihe amaunt of dust lleating in the air, the government strengthened the man-
agement of pollution lrom consteuclion prolects and increased the amoun! of green space. Lasl
year. 3 millon square meters wera coverad with greenery, 36.5 percent ol the cily's area.

In adeition. Beijing ordered the clearing-up af the waterway system. In récent years. more
than 1.78 million cubic meters of mud was removed and 8 45.3-km sewage wale! COUrse was
ouill The government has devoted great efloris to cleaning the waier network in the-ceniral parl
of Beijing.

Last year. air quality on most days was good and oiher pelluton was reduced on 3 large
seale

Benng has succesded In completing (he first slep in making the ar clean, Liw O said. The
miain aim in 2001 §s 1o conlinue 1o improve air guality especially mwinter, and prepare ta meet
envirenmental quality 1argels for next vear

APEC Investment Mart 2001

ponsored by China's Ministty of
SFureign Trade and Ecenomic

Cooperahon and the Shandong
Provincial People's Government. APEC
Investiment Mart 2001 will be held in the aity
of Yantal from Jure @i 15 this year.

An imperlant APEC mullilatenal lrade
actiwity, the investment mart was first held in
Seoul in 1992 China 15 host of the APEC
summit Ihis year and the investment mart is
Just one achivity 1o be neld in China.

The topic of s year's aven!, "Investing
in the Asia-Paciic FBegion Investing o the
Future! will give APEC members a chance
o display their investiment ciimate, policies
anid opporluniies The event s expected o
promote communication and cooperation,
while acceleraling economic prosperity and
development in the region. The investment
mart will includz a policy investment session
for APEC members, a forum for APEC entra-
preneurs, an exhibition of ivestiment oppos-
lunities and an investiment cogperation fay

The 1,000 standard display sites will be
dwided inte two parts, ane for APEC mem-
bers and one for APEC enterprises. The
area sel asice for APEC members will pro-
vide gach member with a free 100-square-
meter dispiay space 10 put their images and
projects belore the pubiic. The part tor enter-
prises will provide & platform for them o
shiow 1heir high-tech products and projects.

The Chinese Governmenl values he
investment mart and established lhe Guiding
Commntee and Organizing Cemmilleg 1o
prepare for il The hoslt ety of Yantai s one of
China's first apen cilies and has a well-devel-
oped ecenomy, beautilyl environment and
fch expenence IN sponsong large Intema-
lional meetings.

Toyota to Enter China's
Clean Auto Industry

epresenlatives from Toyota Corp of
Japan recently atiended a warkshaop

at China’s electnical car fesling

zone. The zona, establshed in June 1998, is

on Nan'ao island, Shanlou oy Toyota
gonated five RAVAEV electrically cperated
cars 10 the zane as esf vehicles.

Al the workshop. Tayala representatives
discussed ther environmental and electneal
technology. and their practical experiences in
putling the test auta inlc operation. The
altendees alse discussed the fulurs develop:
men! ol  clean Chinese auto
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EU-China Clerical Training
Project Begins

he rattonwide EU-China Training

I Project for Clencai Stalf recently

slarted «n Benjing follewing the

faunch of a piloling program I Wuhan, Hubel
Province

The projest is designed to improve the
competitivenass of Sino-EU joint ventures
before China emters the WTO. Any enler-
prise i any region will be able to discuss
training raquests with foreign experts and
jointly devise training programs. Helped by
European and Chinese experts, the project
will not only Iran clerical staff, but aiso ben-
efit the Chinese educalion system by
employing the lalest European training meth-
ods. Most of the project’s services will be
free.

The piloting program mn Wuhan, funded
with 15 million euras from the EU
Commission and Hubej Provinge, will
improve stall in Sing-EU joint ventures over
the next five years, Another 40 projects will
g0 in other provinces and in different compa-
nies

Swiss Insurance Companies
Rush Into Chinese Market

ince last vear, several large Swiss
smsurance companies have rushed

into the Chinese market. Last
November, a Swiss insurance firm bought 10
percen! of the shares n the Taikang Lie
Insurance Company, the fith largesl life
insurance gompany in China. Hecently
Zurich Financial Services Group announced
Il would ouy 10 percent of the fourth largest
lite nsurance company. Xinhua Life, for
US$39 million. Under current Chinese laws
indwidual foreign companies are imited 1o
holding a maximum of 10 percent of the
shares of Chinese nsurance comganies
Besides Zunch Financial.  International
Finance Corp., Meij Life Insurance Co. of
Japan and Development Finance Co. of the
Netherlands together hold another 14.9 per-
cent of Ihe shares, meaning foregn capial
owns 24.9 peccent of the shares in Xinhua
Life.

Founded In 1996, Xinhua Lite has bust-
ness nghts acrass the entire country Wil
500 employees and 2,500 agencias nation-
wide, the company earned US$120 million
lasl year. Swiss experts belleve Ihal although
the Chinese insurance indusiry has just
started up, it has great potential because
reforms in heallh and social security will sup-
ply unlimited gpporlunities. Besiges lile
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ingurance, Zurich Financial plans o explare
other markets It is an open secrét 1hat
according to the Sino-Swiss lrade treaty cen-
cerning China's WTO entry, the Swiss will
gel a license 1o enter the Chinese market
and Zurich Financal will he the first o hene-
fit As described by Zunch Financial, Ihis
imenm Ife nsurance license will give Zurich
exclusiva access to the Chinese market for
the first twa years alter China jons the WTO.
According 1o a survey of the Chinesa
insurance markal, the income al Chinesa
Insurers reached USS1.7 bilion 1 1689, 13 3
parcent mora Ihan the pravious year The
Income fram life nsurance ncreased 168 3
percenl. and from non-life wnsurance 5.8 per-
cenl. As the 1Bl largest insurance markel in
the world, the income from Chinese insur-
ance was .72 percent of the world Iotal.

Beijing High-Tech Week
Becomes International Fair

he Fourth  Bejing  Hign-Tech

I International Week, also called the

Beijing Internatioral Science Far,

will be held from May 1015 15. Yao Wang,

presicent of Beijing Council for the

Promstion ot International Trade, said the

Intermational week was given an addiional

nama of “nternatonal far in line wih

nternational pracuce because 1l establishes
the fair as an international brand name.

This fair wili host exhibions. profession-
al forums, trade lairg, and hundreds of saien-
tific, commercial and communication mast-
INgs.

The size of 1his year's tar will be four
time arger than lasi ume. The Chira
Inlernational Exnibitiorn Centar will be
employed as the ceniral display area. Seven
other locations, inciucing the Baijing
Exhibiion  Museum  ang  International
Conference Canter, will also be used. The 21
axtubition figlds will include madem election-
ics and telecammunicalions, e-business, bic-
medicine and pharmaceulicals, energy con-
servalion and environmental protechon,
space technology and computers

Valuable speeches and 20 forums on
subjects ranging fram science ang educanan
to starl-up and develcpment, nigh-tech
ndustry and finance. have been scheduled
Al the hot topigs 11 the new ecanomy will be
mentianed. such as the WTC and interna-
vonal coopemtion, digital China, and the
managemant of high-tech enterprises

During the week, 14 lrade achvities
ncluding the Inlernahcnal Investmant and
Trade Farr, Investment Projects Fair, UN
Purchasing Fair and Wesl Chinas Key

Projects: Fair, will e nelc. These fars pro-
vide opportundies lor exchange between
erterprises resedrch insttutes and linancial
mattuliong The Finaneial Captal Trade Far
will emerge [oc he frst ime dunng the week
In addition, large scale nlerratonal commu-
nicalions actwvities will ennch the wesks
achvines. As a modern measyse Nemworking
lechnatogy wil ererize exchanges.

Hong Kong Fair Held in Chengdu

o miroduce Hong kong's name:

I brand products, economy, <ocial

develepment and sounst rescurces

10 the local peopie, the Hong Kong Fair was

held at the Chengdu Internatonal Exnibiton

Center lrom Fehruary 22 1o 25, The tair ben-
elited from interest n west Crina.

One ol tha sponsars the Hong Kong
Trade Develepment Counail. led 68 Hong
Kang companies to altend and hoped it
would pramele trade cooperalion with
Sichuan, Cnangging and the whoia of sauth-
western China,

Wen Shaogwen, manager ol the Hong
Kong Trade Devalopment Council. pointed
out that the development of western China
provides many opportunities for Heng Kong
companies, especialy in nfrastructure and
raw meterz development as wall as the
manulacturing end service industnes. After
China's entry into the WTO the inland mar-
ket will open up mare ane mare and Hong
Kong companigs will altach importance to
mnvesting i westem China

Wen also noted \hat Sichuan Province
and Cnhengaing. with the denses! pogulation
— 520 milion — strongest econoric power
and fighest consumalion o the region, e
altracted investment by a great many Hono
Kong busmessmen. They baleve that with
the government pushing development in
weslern China, 1he cconemy 2f he region
will increase rapidly. The income and con
sumption levels of the peaple will boom al
the same time, meaning the Chengging and
Sichuan markels have even better
prospects.

Wen emphasized thal alier the council
held the Heng Korg Return Fair n 1997
simitar lairs in Chengging. Shanghai and
Wuhan received good feedback. Altendees
lzarned aboul the local market from the fair
and began 10 cooperate with locai manulac-
turers ar set up their own agencies directly.

This far will exbubil s categores ol
aroducts: clothing, feod. househeld electrical
appliances, 1oys and gilts. jeweiry and cos-
metics, indusral and professional products. s
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Helping Poor Students
Finish Their Education

he year 2000 saw more work 1o help poor students at

I post-secondary inslilutions based in Shanghai. About 7

mifllon yuan in government subsidies and lunds raised by

ralleges and universities were delivered o poor sludents in the
torm of granis.

Students sludying in Shanghai's instilutions al highet learn-
ing and vocatonal schools tofaled 232,300 last year. Among
Ihem. 43,100 students ar 18.56 percent of the 1otal were fram
lamilies with & per-capita menthiy income of less than 400 yuan,
29.900 or 12.48 parcenl were fram families with & per-capila
manthly income below 280 yuan. The number of poor studenis
increased by about 5.000 over 1999,

The appropriation and use of paverty aid in Shanghai's col-
leges and univarsilies in 2000 were mare standardized than in
Ihe previous year. In 30 percent of Ihe calleges and universites,
10 parcant of tuition fees were sel aside for a poverty ad fund.
The earmarking of aid funds was also guaranteed in other
schools. Part-time work and part-time study program offices were
established in depariments of studen! affairs, and specialized
staff were put in charge ol financial aid in 98 percent of the
schools.

Al present. there are 80 newspaper stands. 38 capy centers
and four student-stalf supermarkets in the 132 part-lime work
and part-tlime sludy program bases in Shanghai's institulions of
higher learming. A total ol 41,190 students participated in the pro-
gramn Shanghai. resulling in a profit of 2982 million yuan.

The work of granting loans to poor collage and university stu-
dent has also made greal progress. Last vear, the Shanghal
Branches of the Industnial and Cammercial Bank of China, the
China Construction Bank and the Agricultural Bank of China and
the Pudong Development Bank held consultations in dozens of
colieges, universites and vocational colleges, handled loan-
granting proceduras, and approved loans of more than 310 mil-
lon yuan, To date, 76 02 milion yuan, which 1s 35 times more
than that in 1993, have been delivered. Allogether. 26.144 stu
denls have been granted aid loans, m

Jinzhou Railway No.1 Middle Schoeo! in Liacning
Province delivers poverty ald and clothes te 25 slu-
dents from impoverished families.

GETV and AOL Time Warner
Form Strategic Alliance

hina Entertainment Televigion & Broadcast Lid (CETV)
CIorged a slralegic alliance with AOL Time Warner, the

world's largest media company, on February 17 Under
Ihus alliance, CETY will go through a complete mareaver 1o provide
entertainment programs ol the fughest qualily to Chinese audi-
ences around the warld. especially 1o those in China’s mamland

Chen Yongguang. Vice-President and General Manager of
CETV, said, "Wilh the suppon of AOL Time Wamer, we have
ganed world-class television production tacilities and technigues
as well as a wealth of programming resources and lalepted per-
formers. Aiter the makenver, CETY will provide a hosl ot great pro-
grams, including our own productions and programs purchased
trom the world's best entertainment networks. We will make sure
that our viewers get the letest and hollest entertainment shows in
the world,

AOL Time Warner, CETV's stratege partner, is the worlds
leadmg madia company and the firsl in the world to introduce dig-
tal broadeast technology in fransmission of information and enler-
tainment programming.

The new CETY programming will presen! io the Chinese warld-
wide & wide spectrum of enterlainment programs including talk
shows, music, arts. fashion, stience, health, movies, soap operas,
ate

CETY, with headguarlers in Hong Kong, was astablishad 1
March 1985. CETV features a 24-hour mandann language channel
transrmited through the AsiaSal 3§ satelile. CETV has 33 miilion
subscribers in-Asia and more than 10 million viewers in manland
China. n

Twelfth State Book Fair to Open in Kunming

he 12th Stale Book Fair will be held in Kunming, Yunnan
I Province. between Seplember 16 and 25, Vice-Governor
Liang Gengaing anneunced in Beijing.

Besides in Kunming, exhibitions are 1o be held in Dali, Lijang,
Xishuangbanna and Yuxi, which are comparatively develaped In
terms of economy and cullure. Publishing houses lrom around the
nalion, including Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan, and those lrom
neighboring countries will be invited to participate  Exhibilicns,
sales and |he ordenng of books. perodicals and electronic video
and audio publications ol all kinds will be organized at the far The
falr will also include a senes of relaled aclivibes, including the
China Publication and the Developmenl of the Western Region
Forum, book autographing, reading and lectuning conlest, salicita-
fion of cantributions and presentation of hooks to minarty elthnic
regions al the first Yunnan Reading Festival. A book fair website will
be launched featunng lair infermation. an e-bookstare and refaled
a-commerce aclivities.

The First Stale Book Fair was hefd n 1980, Since the secand
one in 1989, the event has been heid annuaily and been enlarged
in scale. exerling influence on the press and readers.

by Feng Jing
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OLIVE COSMETICS (CHONGOING) CO. LTD.

Olive Cosmetics (Chongging) Co. Ltd., famous for its natural
vegetable shampoo, imperted three automatic filling lines from
Germany. The first line is now in aperation.

http: /fwww.olive.com.cn  E-mail: wjw @ olive.com.cn




z Driving is not as difficult as
' I thought it would be.
oo . :
v Although I'm a new driver.
) I"ve had no problems driving
T
Ql the SANTANA 2000 GS-AT.
s

I never realized driving

conld be such a pleasure,

The SANTANA 2000 GS-AT
is indescribable. Try it

SANTANA

vourselland discover

the jov of driving.

Add: Luopu Rd.. Anting. Shanghar 201805; Ching
Tel: O086-21-3956 1888 Fax: D0K6-21-39872813
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