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IN THE COLONIES

Cawnpore Victims of Labour Imperialism.

Case Against Mr. Singaravelu Dropped.
By Evelyn Roy.

The four prisoners condemned by the Judge at Cawnpore to
. four years’ rigorous imprisonment on the charge of “seditious
e wmrincy” for having attempted to organise a political party of
. the Indian working-class, have now been denied the status and
. rights of political prisoners, hitherto accorded them. Thinking
. pertmps that the world has forgotien these victims of Labour Im-
& ::hlum and Bureaucratic tyranny, the Ipdian jail authorities
e reduced the four prisoners to the status of ordinary crimi-
- mals. h an Appeal against their condemnation is still pen-
_ﬁ and though up to pow they have demanded and been given
in privileges, such as the right to wear their own clothes,
" to buy their own food, and to receive a few comdorts from their
friends, now even these ordinary concessions are demied them,
. and they are being forced to eat regular prison food (un-
"’:mbldv bad in lodia), to wear prison clothes, and to perform
k. uty.

e
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Will the British proletariat, so jealous of its own liberties,
. permit this added insult to the great injury already dome by
' gonvicting these four students and workers in the cause of prole-
. farian emancipation? Their only crime is having advocated the
~“full social, itical and economic emancipation of the Indian
_; 'workers a sants by the organisation of a political party
. based on certain fundamental economic demands, such as the right
» of Indian labour to organise in its own defence and to strike
* when necessary, the recoimtion ol trade-unions; an eight-hour
i day; a nunimum wage with insurance inst illness, old-age and

idents; protection to woman and child labour, — in fact, the
very fthings that the British Labour Party claims for its adherents
3n Britain, together with the right of free self-determination of the
Indian people. These demands have been damned by the Cawnpore
~ Court as “conspiracy to overthrow the sovereignty of the King-
Emperor in India!” ’

It should be noted in this conmection that the case against
Mr. Si avelu Chettiar, one of the co-accused in the Cawnpore
" case, w was prevented by illness from appearing in court
~ with the rest, has been quietly dropped by the government. What
. is the reason for this withdrawal of the prosecution at the ele-
“ yenth hour? The case was scheduled to come up on July lIst,
and Mr. Chettiar actually went to Cawnpore to appear before the
~ _ Court, where he was informed that proceedings against him
. . had been suspended. It now appears that he has in no way
 changed or modified his views, nor expressed anmy regret or
. apology for his actions. The government reserves the right to
- resume prosecution against him whenever it sees fit. Thus they
keep the charge hanging over his head like a Sword of Damocles,
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against the other four. He has )
defence, in Madras alone. Evidently’ Mr. Singaravelu
man to be easily crushed by a mock of “sediti

racy” which no regularly constituted .
uphold on the kind of evidence tendered, Mr. Singaravely i
a person of All-India and even inmternational reputation, }
kmown as a Marxist and champion of the Indian workingd
since the days of the first All-India Trade Union Copg
Fvidently, he is not a person to be trifted with. He wc

ive undesirable publicity to the case to the me

ritish justice under a Labour regime. Hence it is ver) o
see why the case against him has allowed to drop, witlg

removing the charges against him. It is hoped to avoud
undesirable publicity while at the same time stopping his moy
and preventing any further activities, by “letting Mr Sing

veli off.”
But it should at once be demanded, “Why is Mr. Sigan

fet off when the other four, not more guilty he, if guilt
be, are languishing in prison, ed to rovears
servitude on the charge of “seditious racy”, for

less prominent part in the attempts to orgamise Indian
than Mr. Singaravelu, who is the founder of the “
Kishan Party of Hindusthan”, and the Editor of the “Labour
Kishan Gazette.” It was to Mr. Singaravelu that the majority
the letters, written by M. N. Roy and used as the pringg
evidence in the trial, were addressed. ‘Mr. Singaravelu has me
made any secret of his ideas, nor of his international svmpaf
and affiliations.

Therelore, in view of the hasty ul.rncl&ol the Goverur
it ray be sgen how unjustifiable was the Cawnpore verdiq,
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the infamous decision t the four victims of Indian Gove
mental tyranny and of British Labour lLmperialism.

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

Communication from the Balkan Com-
munist Federation.

In view of the great difficulties which the Balkan « omm
Federation has in carrying on its work, owing to (he pré
lence of martial law in the Balkans, it has for the nme &
tranferred its headquarters to Moscow.

The Presidium of the Federation requests that . lutur
communications for the Balkan Commmunist Federi:.n (lt®
news apers, magazines etc.,
jor the “Bulletin” of the Balkan Communist Federa: ) b
1o the following address:

Georgi Dimitrov,

M S(OW,

Tvershava
Y



