THE COLONIES 1

 “3olshevism” for India:
a Melodrama
: By Santi Devi.

“,Bolshev:sm for India.” These eleciric words acorned
_ the conservative British press of the “ Times” and “ Morning
Post” school, on :December 2Ist and 22nd of last year,
and were flashed across the seas by Reuter fo startle the unwary
nationalists, about 1» assemble in the last week of December for

the 37th" annual 'session of the Indian National Congress, - What
must have been the feelings of bewilderment and concern with

which the worthy ‘gentlemen of. the National Con the
majority of them. tkvoted followers of the impri Gandhi,
awoke from their: fnnocent slumbers on e ik mormng of De-

. cember 22nd, to fiad therr favorite Congress organs bristling
with the dire project of Bolshevist aims in India, by -which Reuter
saw fit .o describe.the three columis of a mild social-democratig
rogram drawn up for the gconsideration of the National Congress
g exiled followers of “ The Vanguard” party. And what musf:
m been the outraged horror of the Indian capitalist and land.
Mch,:, whokkul ""‘foyulty m ;he ‘;lien ;government IL“ been sq
o and. so y. a |
to dmover, dbvmoderate nnhonahs( lo-lnc?xm ?ﬂ?‘
: world’s events for them, at Bolslnvnm,:



emancipation, — the abolition of bi .
of ic utilities, reduction of lan -mtﬁ‘gnt_nited income-tax,

ofif-sharing, an eight hour day,—in short, the pro-
J::t heretic body, the British Labour Party, applied

But to complete this feast of the imagi tion, one must
annre‘gb two more mental images,— vigl:t jil‘lrger of the
' Br ion Dffice and of its Agent, Scotland Yard, upon .
- the of Indian public opini reflected in the Exfremist,
oderate and Loyalist “reacting to that carefully-timed’
theatrically-staged cable of Reuter on the eve of the National

-Co ss,—and the fmuad ed concern followed by ddigﬂ, of that
- fai little band of exiles, authors of the Famous “ rogram ”,
to behold their wanda efforts rewarded in so unexpected and

ﬂllﬂl’;d of a fashion. * Imperialism, mad with rage, destroys
Heell " sch in short, are he various elements of the Dramatis

Personae who willy-nilly, enacted the tra i-comedy planned by
. Brifish Impegialim and so skilfully “‘g‘s

ndian press. Enraged Anglo-Indians, f
trembling Nationalisis and gieeful Vanguardist danced moment-
“arily 1o the fune of the Imperialist piper. But the end of the
ama is mot yel. The Program, so ovingly ed and so
riously  broadcasted amon what was h a tiny section
lnzinn infelligentzia, by the Va&gmrd arly, seized upon
sly and flung to the breeze of countryw e publicity by
:',' ing Imperi will do its own work in its own way
; that section of the population to whose deepest needs an
t‘(u?inﬁom its clauses correspond. The end is not yet’
in sight. * Impenialism, mad with rage, desiroys itself.” .
. of the Official Prompter behind Reuter was
ferrify the ist Nationalists and to draw the loyal
' fes yet more closely within the Imperial embrace, one
must congratulate him upon his {emporary success. Indian
Landlordism and Capitalism have run, shrieking, fo the arms of
their Protector;. *Indian Ex ism has shudderingly
disclaimed all identity or sympathy with a program which cccs
mot go farther in its demands than the advanced republicanism
The attitude of both classes is characteristic-,
in their press. Says the liberal “ Leader”, organ
' m is drawn up in accordance with the modified
: ism, and is infended to appeal to the cupidity
of the masses.—We neither believe in Utopias,
nor in the efficacy of direct action for attaining them.—In the
. existing conditions of India, attempts at revolution would lead
%o a ferrible reaction.” -

: Thus is it made clear to the Imperial Overlord that
the Liberals, that growing politically-minded class of big
industrial capitalists, will stand by the ernment against any
* attempt fo the existing order, in which they a suffi-
«ciently large stake. As for the 1 andlords, always outspokenly
Tory in sentiment and notoriously pillars of the Empire, let them
{in the words of the President of the Bengal Landholders’
ssociation, addressing the Viceroy on ,
“ Your Excellency can rely on the

December 24th: i

unﬁrudgm su an

sincere assistance of the landfords in the maingmnm and

g:ervmon of law and order. We trust that Your Excellency’s

‘Government will mot lend countenance fo the a itation which

may be engineered by inferested rties against rights -and

privi ‘of the Zemindars (landlords) which have been long

enjo by them, and which have been recognized by the
eovereign powers for centuries. ” : :

To which His Excellency, the Viceroy, replied:

. «“You may rest assured that I realize the great services
renﬂued&y our class in the past, and that I look to the main-
fainance ose and cordial relations. You may feel confident
that your rights will not be disregarded, and that your aims and

aspirations will receive sympathetic consideration at all times.—
-1 am mot unmindful that from one quarter, an attack has been
_ made upon your rights and position. 1 gave you the clearest
assurance that it a mischievous ign of this kind fakes
definite shape, you may rely on the government to afford you the
lle of the Law in co. ting it.” ;

" We may assume from the above citations, that the Govern- .

- meiit has been successful in rallying its two main props to meet

S

by Reuter and the
umbfounded | Moderates,

. Nationalism and erstwhile champion of the oppressed proletariat
~and peasantry: | ' ' K-

. 1t be of the bourgeoisie or cf the proletariat.

!l

some of the Nationalist

-a greater prophet of Love Force

. univi
‘ have been eaj

3 2 2 4 it [ A

"

the

a threatened (and fictitious) crisis,—the Big Landlor
: &.berals. consituling ‘the upper strata of the Indianm.
bourgeoisie, This alone was worth the expense of an excessively

long cable. ' Rt g

But this is not all. ' The consternation that reigned in hé
Extremist camp at the publication of a program gratuitausly -
atiributed {o Bolshevik sources and ‘with the names
q ders {hrew the entire Congress into
confusion worse confoun and in their extreme haste to white-
wash themselves &f any evil infentions, certain very interesting
confessions. of faith have been made, not less inferesting for |true
Indif revolutionnaries, determined fo overihrow existing evils;
than for a.government equally determined fo maintain th
The class-character of the majority of fhe Congress E
has been revealed,for what it is,—petly-bourgeois reformits, bent
upon winning for themselves a place in the sun, ready fo use the
bent shoulders of the masses to . imb thereto, but in ‘'no way
willing to lift those masses higher than their present mi bl’e’,
siate. Hearken to the Amrita Bazar Patrika, organ of Extremist

- P 4 | i
. “Qur first| duty is fo avoid, by possible mean
antagonizing any jeection or class of our tion at,thi'siun;

tpt:)lre. c‘ll’ordndia {to accept wh:; ma a.d t b:fdescribelc)l as |
itical and econgimic aw;‘men as ution of our problem,.
will be far from safe. at lines the National State ?n Ipdia

will fake to work ofit a reasonable reconciliation between the jcon-
flicting interesfs of landlord and temant, of capifal 'and I
must be searched, discovered and a  "have

. i by .us, after we’

secured contr our own state life. In the meantime

dar;s or incerequ‘in the community must combine fo wo)

gether.” ; | SR
‘The Government may rest content, but one intelflsled

freedom of India is tempted to enquire, “How, withoat the deter-

mined backing of the masses, are you going lo. secure ¢ trot

of your own stale life?” And how, given { . inevitable |

a

perial overlord, are you going to make every section

dian community ine in cooperation? I

Extremism, writes

editori:ﬂhin its issue of Dec. 24 A

because in its plan (of mass action and a countrywide

strike) there is no room whaisoever for Love Force; ur aif
The Government should chuckle, and probably does,

would enquire: % How are you goi::gut,o do it when Mr. Ga

iation between Indian landlords and capitalists wit(l:f “t:e Im-
The Independent, organ of Congress
e Program stands conde!med on its won i
in Non-Violent Non-cooperation based on Love F
any one of you, tries

In-

rs and failed? ”
¢ Bangalar Kathe,

for two . :
organ of Mr. C. R. Das, himselfthe

author of a new “ mass” mm, said by the lo-Indian
to bear a cdose and teﬁztﬂe resemblance "to that of |the

“Vanguard ” party, defines its aititude thus: . =~ ;
““We do not agree entirely with this p m. The class

which will be victorious in a conflict between classes will lord
it qver the rest. That state of affairs cannot be called the
freedom of the whole country., We want freedom for the entire
Indian e —~we are not comient with ihe lberation a
particular class.” ‘ N ;
The Government, hugging the two richest and most politi-
cally minded classes to its bosom, may rejoice at this doctrine of
class-reconciliation and freedom for the entire Indian people,
but we would ppoint out to Mr. Das and his followers that the
experience of that “perfect” democracy, the United States| of
America, ot France and Switzerland and post-war Germany, -
ve that it cannot be done. The class-domination exists, whether
Champions of !lbe
working-class prefer the latter, as in Soviet Russia. .

In conclusion, we will quote a few choice sentiments from

The Mussulran, classical organ of Mohammedan Extremism,
at which the Government (theorefically) quakes. Let it g ke
no longer. The world of Islam, if one may judge by the words -
of The Mussulman, is on the side of the rich and privileged mis
nority, and agginst the oppressed majority. In its editorialc?m- :
ment of Dec. 29 it declares: ‘ -
“ The Program,—advocates ' the abolition_ of landlordi »

and confiscation of all large estates withou! any compensation. .
It is a sill It advocates mationalization of all public-
utilities. 1he |acceptance of this proposal ‘means the destru |
of all charitable and reigious endéwments, . Neither Musl i
nor Hm‘ dus will tolerate such interference. The proposal|of -
sufrage, if adopted, would mean chaos. Countries wh
joying parliamentary institutions Tor cenfuries &
not yet been fo extend ihe franchise t@ every man and wom
The fixing of r-n eight hour day for five and-a half days a w

4t

or -



1he mxxlmam duration

o
; a.gncultunl laborers, would, tnsteud rihg their interésis,
be pre;udncxaltothemmdvl d not, mk,‘béinthebeu -

B interesg;o of th;‘u;untry : th " ch S
iy much for ious extremism, whi :
‘true colors, -becomes rank reaclion, - Bri hlmphai::d will ‘sit

i tioht for many 'a long day, while such j phy is safely in-
dulfed in\and _&;ﬁa both odox’ Gan s
and Mussulman K futxsu. little | t in melodrama
has borne rich fruit jor the Government; it has found out many

* things which it might have, but- ﬁuenﬁy i
i+ —the l:i of Bolshevism ly keen tgn
. “fmper e mad with: rage, dcstroys its ! “The Vanguard

t'l‘:ronghontu{i t::dlg: h d bmd h b4 llndin,lke tt]I}:mllc)sr :gotnh’s
: nrd an t o the
.. insepsate fear uid iu tns sunk deep in the
.+ soil and will spri m the s of new leaders,
1. armed with lhe p a m which Qvil sweep the Indian.



