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How much this is the immediate result of the economic crisis 
is shown by the fact that the income tax minus is 61 million Kc, 
and the special trading tax paid by the trading and industrial 
companies has declined from 70.5 millions to 24.5. The lessened 
imports involve a minus of about 30 millions in duties, and the 
turnover and luxury taxes have fallen off by more than 46 
millions. The government has however presented the bankrupt 
great banks with 300 million Kc, and the big agrarians with 
100 million Kc, in the form of the import licence bill. 

An item of the utmost importance in this connection are 
the plans for the further development of Czechoslovakian 
militarism, promoted conjointly by all the government parties. 
Here {he development of the Czechoslovakian air service plays 
the leading role. 

This finds its most ardent advocates among the Czech 
Social Democrats and National socialists. At the present time 
the budgets for the coming year are being drawn up in the 
ministries, and, as the semi-official "Prager Presse" states, the 
expenditure for both the Ministry for National Defence and that 
of the Ministry for Public Air Service are being increased. 
With respect to the total amount of the budget, the expenditure 
envisaged is reported to exceed, for the coming year, that of 
the present year by half a milliard Kc. 

The whole situation is best characterised by the case of 
the bill submitted for a Christmas bonus for civil servants. 
This caused the premature adjournment of parliament. The 
civil servants being bitterly discontented, and all the govern
mental parties having made great promises to the civil servants 
before the elections, the government brought in a bill which 
however only very inadequately met the demand of the civil 
servants for a 13th month's salary. 

The great indignation aroused among the state employees 
by this bill obliged both the Social fascist parties, and the 
National Democratic Party of the extreme right wing, to 
demand an improvement of this bill. Upon this the minister 
of finance demanded, as prerequisite for the passing of the bill, 
but in reality for the purpose of covering the deficits and the 
fresh expenditure, that an increase should be agreed to in the 
trading tax which would have affected at the same time the 
capitalist class, as also an increase in the turnover and beer 
taxes. The Industrialists' Union on the one hand opposed its 
categoric "No" to the increase of the trading tax, whilst the 
"left" Social fascists (the Pilsen wing of Czech Social Demo
cracy), having granted the starvation duties, the import 
licences, the fresh reparation burdens, and other anti-labour 
measures, were not willing to agree without considerable 
manoeuvres to the beer tax. 

The growing resistance of the working masses on the one 
hand, and the resistance of the capitalists against any fresh 
burdens on the other, rendered the parliament incapable of 
accomplishing anything, a condition temporarily "solved" by 
dts adjournment. The clerical "Lidove listy" characterise the 
present situation as follows: 

"The series of proposals for the increase of taxes, 
including the actual increase of the trading and turnover 
taxes, that is, of taxes burdening production, and of the 
beer tax, which raises the price of one of the main foods 
of the people; further the raising of the railway tariffs: 
all this has so agitated the public opinion of all the parties, 
that there is no courage left to put all these plans for 
increased prices into practice." 
All the coalition parties have at once staged a violent campaign in the press. accusing each other and the finance minister 

of being, to blame that the civil servants receive no Christmas bonus for the present. The press resembles a pre-election press. At the same time efforts are being made in favour of 
a policy "in the interests of economics", without consideration of party. This agitation is to prepare the soil for solving the difficulties of Czechoslovakian capitalism by means of a dictatorship. • 

The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia is mobilising the 
broad masses against the policy of impoverishment pursued by 
the Social fascist government, and is organising the united 
front, including in this the Social Democratic workers. It is 
drawing the attention of the masses to the danger that the 
crisis may be solved by a dictatorship, and to the steadily 
growing war danger, and is preparing for the struggle against 
the fascist dictatorship and the threatening war. 

I INDIA I 
Increased Imperialist Repression in India. 

By V. C h a t t o p a d  h y a y a. 
:Even before the puhHcation in India of the Simon Com-. 

mission's first volume, the "Indian Daily Mail", an organ 
particularly well-informed regar,ding the intentions of the 
British Government, stated in its issue of June 10th. that there 
were "reasons to anticipate the strengthel]ing of the poHcy of 
repression." 

The prediction' has been speedily realised. The Worki1ng 
Committee which is the "General Staff" of the Indian National 
Congress has been declared an unlawful association, its Pr,es,i
dent, the seventy year old Pandit Motilal Nehru, has been 
arrested along with the General Secretary of the Congress, 
Dr. Syed Mahmud (a Mohammedan) and sentenced to 6 
months' imprisonment. Pandit Madan Moham Malaviya, the 
moderate Nationalist leader. calls this meas,ure of the Govern
ment "the crowning act of a poHcy of repression 1>ursued for 
two mont•hs", and has offered his services as a member .of
the forbidden Committee to Vallabhai Patel (the leader of tne 
Bardoli peasant movement of 1928), who has been nominated 
by Nehru to be acting President of the Congress. The Pan
jab and Andhra Provincial Congress Committees had already 
, been declared illegal, and now a numher of other Congress 
Committees have met with the same fate. 

The Naujawan Bharat Sabha (Revolutionary Youth 
League) has been forb1d,den in all its branches and anyone 
suspected of belonging to it is subjected tho summary impr!• 
sonment and in many cases to torture. The petty-bourgeo11s 
youth leagues, that more or J.ess constituted the youth section 
of the National Congress and that have taken an extremely 
c1ctive part in the anti-imperialist struggle, especially in con
junction with workers' and peansants' organisat.ions have been 
suppressed. 

The press is being increasingly siilenced, heavy securities 
under the new Press Or,dinance having been demanded of 70 
newspapers and 97 printing presses, leading to the closing 
down o.f 67 newspapers and 55 presses. 

In addition the Viceroy has just issued his seventh ukase, 
known as "The Unauthorised News-Sheets and Newspapers 
Ordinance, 1930". And the reports that appear in these pubUca
tions more than confirm the reports that reach us from pri .. 
vate sources, as to the enormous increase in thr frequency 
and intensity of the torture of political prisoners ', e poHce 
und,er the orders and supervision of British officic. 

Much speculati,on has been aroused as to the real intentions 
of the Government in arresting Motilal Nehru, about whom 
it was generally felt both by the British and by the moderate 
Indian politicians that he was "the last leader left at l:iberty 
who could reasonably be regarded as the intermediary who 
might bring the Congress back to reason" ("Times", July 1st.) 
In fact. almost on the eve of his arr,est, he had indicated 
that there was still a possibility that the Congress might 
on conditions participate tin the coming Round Table Confe
rence. Nevertheless his arrest was considered necessary to 
enable the Government to carry 011t its policy of crushing 
the growing revolutionary movell?"''nt of the workers and the 
peasantry with all the armed forces at the disposal of a 
"Labour" Cabinet, and to demonstrate its" strength "before 
the Round Table Conference beg1ins, so as to avoid the im
pression that it had yielded to "force and intimidation". 

There are reasons to believe that the crushing of the 
revolutionary unrest among the peasantry before it has be
come too dangerous is a policy not entirely unacceptable to 
certruin Congress leaders. 

It is fear of the revolutiion, coupled with the des,ire 
to retain their ho1d on the masses, that constitutes the leit
motif of the speeches and actions of all the important Congress 
leaders, almost without exception, and if they are in gaol today 
- without any of the terri;ble hardships that working class
leaders have to undergo - it is because the Government has




