
shows the deep disorientation to which they

have been subjected.

In Oposicion No. 79 there is a (social?)
note where a great event is recorded—the

fifty-fifth anniversary dinner of the PCM.
There the broken hearts of young and old

alike were mended in the midst of the

hullabaloo. Old Stalinists (previously cast
aside) like Dionisio Encinas were received

warmly and considered worthy of conversa
tion and comradeship by the youth—

something that had not happened for a long
time.

On the other hand, the PCM considers the

assassination of one of its activists by the

repressive forces and the persecution of
twelve of its members as "a provocation" by
the most reactionary forces of the Mexican

bourgeoisie. A display advertisement signed
by the PCM leadership in the January 12
issue of Excelsior explained the assassina
tion of Hilario Moreno by the fact that

Federal District chief of police, General
Daniel Gutitoez Santos, who has infiltrat

ed the state, is a member of an ultrareac-
tionary clique.

Conclusion: The PCM knew how to bring
many ultraleft youths from the crassest

radicalism to the opportunism of a popular-
frontist position.

How far will this ticket they have bought

from the PCM take them? Much further,

without any doubt. Oposicion is already
talking about "reinforcing" the foreign
policy of LEA (Oposicion, No. 79) without a
single word of condemnation of the real

character of this policy.

For the Stalinists the PRI government is

not in the least way responsible for such
actions [assassination and persecution of

Communists]. Moreover, the PCM raises as
one of the reasons for its call for "unity" the

need to block that ultrareactionary wing of
the Mexican bourgeoisie.

Where will it all lead? In the short run, to

a policy of class collaboration, to forgetting
that the workers revolution is the most

important task of our time. In the longer
run, to support for LEA, since he is being

"attacked by the darkest forces of the
oligarchy." □

VW Reports $336 Million Loss In 1974

Volkswagen, the leading West German
auto company, announced May 12 a loss of
$336 million in its worldwide operations for
1974. It was the first time the company
reported a loss. Toni Schmiicker, the
managing director, predicted a similar loss
in 1975.

Worldwide sales dropped 12%. Sales in the
United States, which usually account for
one-third of Volkswagen's total sales, fell
by 30%. The company has laid off 40% of its
German work force.

Fall of Lin Piao Came As a Shock

Indian Maoists Criticize Peking

By Sharad Jhaveri

JAMNAGAR—A group of Naxalites who
had been followers of the late Lin Piao have
raised several questions about the role of
the Chinese Communist party in Lin Piao's
downfall. A report by this group charging
that the "CPC owes an explanation,"
appeared in the November 16, 1974, issue of
the leftist West Bengal weekly Frontier,
which often publishes material on discus
sions within the Naxalite movement.

The pro-Lin Piao group refuses to view
the downfall of Lin Piao as an internal
question of the Chinese CP. It says that
Lin's downfall has caused severe divisions
among the Indian Naxalites, because the
Communist party of India (Marxist-
Leninist) had based its strategy of guerrilla
warfare on the "people's war" thesis pro
pounded by Lin.

The report said, "Because a succinct
formulation of the role of guerrilla warfare
in mobilising the masses against the enemy
is not there in any of the Chairman's
[Mao's] works, Charu Mazumdar naturally
had to defend himself and his thesis on the
authority of Lin Piao."

Until 1969, the dispatch pointed out, no
Naxalites dared question Lin's authority.
Charu Mazumdar had called on the
CPI(ML) cadres to establish the authority
of "Comrade Lin Piao" as the only means
of establishing Mao Tsetung Thought on
Indian soil. All was well so long as Lin Piao
was firmly in the saddle. Authority flowed
from the chairman through the vice-
chairman to Charu Mazumdar.

Lin Piao's downfall was a severe shock to
this Naxalite group. In an organization like
the CPI(ML), engaged in armed actions
isolated from the mass struggle and closely
patterned on Mao's hureaucratized party,
the influence of authority is quite strong.

In discussing the role of Lin Piao and
Charu Mazumdar, the report said, "Authori
ty is science, authority is the correct
revolutionary politics and hence makes no
mistake." It further stated that . "the
history of the party of Lenin and that of the
Chairman teaches us that the revolutionary
party grows only around a single individual
and that the correct politics has always
been associated with the thinking of an
individual."

This Naxalite group considered Lin
Piao's emergence as Mao's successor the
most significant outcome of the Chinese
Cultural Revolution. It has therefore de
manded from the Chinese CP more informa
tion about the "crimes" of Lin Piao.

The group also suspects that the issues
behind Lin's downfall go deeper than the
explanations given by the Chinese Maoists.

The report noted the sudden and continu
ed silence of the Chinese CP and Peking
Radio regarding the CPI(ML). "Since 1971
September till this day," it stated, "the CPC
has not had a single word to say about
Naxalbari or about the CPI(ML) or about
the martyrdom of our beloved leader,"
Charu Mazumdar.

The report questions the policy of the
Chinese CP in aiding the bourgeois regime
in Sri Lanka to crush the JVP. It said that
peaceful coexistence is subordinate to pro
letarian internationalism and that under no
circumstances can the latter be sacrificed or
ignored, even temporarily, in order to
preserve the former.

The report charges the CPC with sacrifi
cing proletarian internationalism. It asks,
"How can one explain the fact that the CPC
is less concerned about the fate of world
revolution to-day than at any time before?"

The group thinks that "revisionists" have
once again gained the leadership of the
Chinese CP and criticizes the diplomacy of
Chou En-lai.

The discussion among Indian Naxalites
has not yet gone beyond the limits of
Stalinist politics and practice. The Naxal
ites still do not realize that the manner of
Lin Piao's elevation as Mao's successor and
his sudden downfall is totally alien to the
Leninist tradition and has nothing to do
with real Marxism. Their utterly blind
worship and reverence for authority pre
vents them from critically evaluating Lin
Piao's thesis of "people's war" from a
correct Marxist standpoint.

Nevertheless, this document is signifi
cant. It shows the extent to which many
Naxalites have gone in questioning the
credentials of the Chinese Communist
party. □

U.S. Unemployment Will Hit
11.5 Percent, Meany Says

AFL-CIO President George Meany pre
dicted May 6 that the U.S. unemployment
rate would reach 11.5 percent before the
current slump "bottoms out." At present,
unemployment is officially listed at 8.9
percent.
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