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conditions for a stable peace be
tween Israel and Egypt.

Is it in Israel's interest-or in the
interest of world peace-to overlook
that Nasser's influence over the
Egyptian people is based on his vi�
orous and militant defense of his
c0unb:y and of the Arab world
against colonialist domination? This
is why Nasser has the support of
the entire A ian-African world,
which includes such counh·ies as
India and Burma, which are friendly
to Israel. His refusal to make peace
with Israel and to recognize Israel's
existence js incompatible with his
own international policy against the
use of force in settling international
affairs. But bis ·efusal to al
low Israel shipping through the
canal weal<ens Egypt's just claim. t�
full c�nb:ol of the canal. Israel's
chances for peace and friendship
with the Asian-African world of
wbich she is a prut will be gr atly
improved i£ she recogniz s ai�d sup
ports the determined :fight_ which the
Arab countries are putting up to
gain full independence from colo
nialism.

Toward a Peaceful Solution 

a f�w days earlier also called for "a
just and lasting peace" in the Middle
East. bi the Gene11al As, embly now
in session, this matter needs to be
given the most serious attention.

Dispositiol1 0£ the Caza strip in
volves grave difficulties. If Israel
does not withdr,Jw fr0m thls area
and submit the question to negotia
tion, great danger of war will exist ..

Rose L. Halprin, a former presi
dent of Hadassah and acting chair- .
man of the Jewish Agency in New
York, detailed in a letter to the N. Y.

Times ( Nov. 12) the issues that must

be settled: "Peace means the cessa
tion of hostilities, the assurance of
freedom of pas:iage for Israel ship
ping througl) tbe Suez Canal and
the Gulf of Aqaba. It means also
the stabilization of frontiers, the re
solvh1g of the Arab refuge_e ques
tion and paves the way to the de
velopment 0f the region fo · the bene
fit of its peoples." These issues, as
well as Israel's right to existence, can
be resolved with the help of de
termined UN action.

UN action can be facilitated by a
summit meeting 0f the Big Four to
gether with India, a proposed by
the Swiss government on Nov. 6.

The events of the past weeks make
imper�tive the conclusion of a "just
and durable peace" between Israel
and her Arab neighbors, as the
American Jewish Committee said in
a statement to Dulles on Nov. 3. The
statement of the 16 Jewish leaders

summit meeting would great
ly improve chances for peace

_-
.Amed

cans, Jewish and non-Jewish,. oo.n

help to fmtber peace �y pr�ssing
the Presiaent to rec0ns1der lus re
fusal to go to Geneva for such a
conference. A peace-lmngry world
would warmly welcome such an ac-
tion.
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A MEMO TO SOVIET LEADERS 

A memorandum to the leaders of the 
Soviet people "urgently requesting" 
that the Soviet Union issue an author
itative statement regarding the situa
tion of the Jews in the Soviet Union 
was sent on October 12 under the sig
natures of 26 progressive Jewish lead
ers and writers. The full text of the 
memorandum and the signees follows: 

Hon. Nikolai A. Bulganin, 
Chairman, Council of Ministers,

U.S.S.R. 
The Kremlin 
Moscow, U.S.S.R.
Hon. K. Y. Voroshilov, 
President of the Presidium of the
USSR Supreme Soviet,
Moscow, U.S.S.R.
Honorable Sirs:

The undersigned are individuals
active in Jewish community and cul
tural life, trade unionists or members
of Jewish organizations which repre
sent an impor,tant segment of the five
million Jews in the United States. 

We have always cherished the com
mon ties which bind American Jews
with their brothers and sisters
throughout the world. This bond ex
ists by virtue of the common past and
history of the Jewish people, of the
crootion and common appreciation of
cultural values and languages, and for
many Jews, of a common religion. 

For the majority of the Jewish peo
ple in the United States, whether they
agreed with the social-political system
of the USSR or not, the Soviet Union
set the historic example of the libera
tion of peoples from all forms of na-
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tional oppression and ·discrimination.
The Jewish people rejoiced when the
Soviet Union was the first country in
all history to pass a law making anti
Semitism a crime and to institute com
plete equality of all races and peoples.

This enlightened policy contributed
to the flowering of a brHliant Soviet
Jewish culture in the Yiddish language
in the 2O's, 3O's and 4O's, which en
riched Jewish culture generally and

contributed to the development of Jew
ish culture in America. 

When the Soviet Union proclaimed
Birobidjan as the Jewish Autonomous
Region in 1934, people of diverse
viewpoints regarded this as an historic
act which aimed at securing the na
tional existence and development of
the Jewish people as an equal member
among all the nationalities of the
USSR. 

Not only Jews but all anti-nazis re
joiced when the Soviet Union wel
comed 400,000 Polish Jews in flight
from Hitler murderers-and as a re
sult of special measures of evacuation
succeeded in protecting its Jewish pop
ulation and proved to be the only
country where the majority of the
Jewish population-two and a half
million Jews-survived nazi occupa
tion.
IN THE LIGHtr OF THIS POSITIVE AP
proach to problems of the Jewish peo
ple, the revelations of the crime.s com
mitted against Soviet Jews as a result
of a departure from the historic na
tionalities policies of the Soviet Union
have caused widespread shock and
consternation not only among Jews
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