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'There's glory for you!'

'I don't know what you mean by "glory,"' Alice said.

Humpty Dumpty smiled contemptuously. 'Of course you don't—till I tell you. I

meant "there's a nice knock-down argument for you!"'

'But "glory" doesn't mean "a nice knock-down argument,"' Alice objected.



'When I use a word,' Humpty Dumpty said in rather a scornful tone, 'it means

just what I choose it to mean—neither more nor less.'

(Lewis Carrol, Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, Through the  looking

Glass)
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Saussur's Third Course of Lectures on 
 General Linguistics (1910-1911), publ. Pergamon press, 1933.





"Having identified the language as a social product to be studied in

linguistics, one must ask that language in humanity as a whole is manifested in

an infinite diversity of language: a language is the product of a society, but

diffrent societies do not have the same language."
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