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The scene is the kltchen of a suburban house 1n London° It is;
about nlne o’ clock on. a w1nter Saturday. evenlng. . - ?

Kathleen Nuttall, aged about thlrty, her. ha1r somewhat untldy,n
wearing a rather drab ‘dress and a stalned apron, is washlng dlshes "
at the sink with her ‘back to the audlence° . .

There is a’ rlng at the front door off stage° ,t , -

Kathleen swears under her breath, dries her hands on a tea—towel
which lies by the side of the sink, adJusts her ha1r w1th one hand .
and goes out 1nto the. hall ‘The. sound of the front. door openlng is
heard. R ST T
Kathleen: Yes? | y ;,:- ,!i_lv,- ;hvff-;ﬁ
June (nervouSIy)" I'm. . I n June Anderson.iﬂ_ :: C N IQ;
Kathleen (puzzled) Do I °Li:7 Oh, yes; you work w1th Jlm..He s not
in, but I'm expectlng h1m back any time. You're welcome to wart._:
June:: It was you I wanted to see. ¥ ' o5 €
Kathleen (surprised): Me? Well, do you mlnd comlng 1nto the kltchen7

The two women come into the room., . June Anderson is a- good—looklng
young woman “of about’ twenty—flve her halr well-grobmed and her face
carefully made up. She wears smart well-tallored slaoks and a sweater°

She is clearly’ uncomfortable,

Kathleen: Slt down, please. (She gestures towards a kltchen chalr,

and June sits: unea51ly on' the edge of 1ts seat) Coffee?

June: - Er no, thanks° | : o , . a
Kathleen5'1 Do you mlnd 18T flnlsh thls washlng—up before the water

gets cold. o :

June: . ‘. Pleasé.” * "¢

Kathleen resumes the washlng—up, w1th her back to the audlencea.
Kathleen: Jim's at football;: “he always goes on Saturdays° They re .
playing away today; that‘s why he s late. What can I do for you?

June (hes1tat1ng) I don't know how to say thls. o

; Kathleen pauses for a moment 1n her task and then goes on.-
Kathleen Say what° n ’
June:' T It's” about Jlm. _ o g L _ , . |

Kathleen turns, concerned SRR g"‘“‘fb“_.'-Z‘ T P g
Kathleen: Why, what's happened'? .(Then,..qui,’ckly:).'Therle's been fan' B
accident? i 3 : )
June (qulckly) No, no nothlng like that (She he51tates and snallows
nervously) J1m 1sn't at. football, _He's outs1de in the car. '

L
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Kathleen (puzzled): In the car?’ T
-June: _ He's .fL he S.not coming back°
Kathleen “turns away S0 that her back is towards June.‘She stands

Tl qulte motionless for a few seconds°

- June (qulckly) I'm sorry. We - dldn't want to hurt you. But we love
each other. . ' .

Kathleen slowly washes a- large tea-pot, and places 1t carefully
.aon the drylng-board

{ . June' i i really am sorry. : ;
"Kathleen (with a trace of bltterness) But 1t was blgger than both
of you.

June (quietly): Yes. - :
Kathleen (after a pause) May I ask how long it's been g01ng on°
fJune. Three months. He's been ‘coming round on Saturdays. 8
Kathleen turns and faces the other woman. She has now completely
regalned her composure. ‘

,g-Kathleen.? You're rlght of course.“

- .’June (not understandlng) Right? o . &

s Kathleen. o ol he's" been m1s51ng Arsenal to be w1th you, 1t must
. be love° (pause) And he sent you to tell me7 '

June: It was. aust that he thought you'd be upset and that coming -

... from a stranger o o : 2 T,
Kathleen (smlllng coldly) If I made a scene, he'd be well out of
the way. Yes, that's Jim! Anyway, it was brave of you° After all,

s . for all you knew I mlght have gone for you. with a meat-chopper.mu,=
June: You don't seem even surpr1sed9 ‘ 4 %
Kathleen: Surprlsed7 Jim has . always looked on people as thlngs,
as consumer .goods. So if he trades in his old Cortlna for a new °
model, why should T be surprlsed° .

June (w1th a touch of defens1ve 1nd1gnat10n) He,, doesn't thlnk of
you like that? ; -
Kathleen: No? Perhaps you re rlght (pause) Or perhaps ] Just know
him better than you do! Don't forget we've been marrled for nearly
ten years. (then, with forced briskness: ) But that's. nelther here
nor there. We must be practlcal You'd better take his. "Gulnness
Book of Records". And he'll need -his dental fixative powder. And if
you can wait a moment I'll give you his dlrty underwear.

June. (coldly) I've no intention of washing his dirty underwear.
Kathleen (enthusi stically): Good for you! I wish I'd said that.
ten years ago: Oh, well; I'm sure he'll learm how to do these
things for himself, given time. He did once put a shelf up. Now --
the children! They're in bed asleep. I don't want to wake them at
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this tlme of nlght. Perhaps Jim could plck them in the mornlng,

Sunday? | o .
June (shocked and astounded) We wouldn't take yourcohlldren from

you. "". \

Kathleen (matter—of—factly) Oh they re Just as much J1m s chlldren
as mine, I assure you. In fact ‘he! s qulte fond of. them - espe01ally
Alan. Girls aren't allowed to play football, it seems.

June (flrmly) ‘There' S no questlon of J1m taklng the chlldren from
you. Chlldren need their mother. : R ~ ’
Kathleen. Ol rubblsh’ They re both weaned '"Children need thelrnw-
mother"' You've been bralnwashed by propaganda designed to keep
mothers rottlng away at home. No, I'm sure you're just as capable '

of looking after them as I am. ' Vot
June (1nd1gnantly) I'm not going to stay at hlme looklng after .. -
somebody else's chlldren. I've got a good job. I'm the head of
Jim's, department I earn more than ‘he does,? o

Kathleen., Then obv1ously ‘the sensmble thlng is for you to be the.
breadwinner, It 11l be a nice change for Jim from slaving away at the
office. He always used to say he env1ed my easy life at home. .
June: - That's not p0551ble° We re buylng a 'house. And there's the
mortage on this house Jim says it's got another .;.““

Kathleen: Ten yzars to run. L e ;

June.ﬂ_ And, of course, Jlm w1ll want to make an. allowance to you
and the children. We'll need .both our 1ncomes to make. ends meet.
Kathleen (drlly) As 1t says in the Blble the wages of sin is a-
double mortgage! Hysonu
June (firmly): No, your chlldren must stay with you. I'm sure Jim . -
will be generous. And he can take them out from time to tlmeo;;_
Kathleen (equally flrmly) _ Sorry, but no! . g

June: - What do you mean -- no? :

Kathleen: I mean that if T look after the ohlldren Jlm contracts
out. : s o ‘ b

June (shocked) You mean -- not see them’P ; : i . 4y
Kathleen: Exactly. T a oy A e g
June (1nd1gnantly) That's cruel! It's vindictive!l Why make the -
chlldren suffer Just because you've been hurt. What's happened is

no fault of thelrs° '

Kathleen.,, On’ the contrary, it's Just ‘because I care very much for
the chlldren that I make this ruling. My parents separated when I
was nine" years' '0ld, and T spent the rest of my childhood being - -
shunted between Daddy and "auntie" and Mummy and "uncle". I was
Just an unpleasant reminder of a past they all wanted to forget.
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Mummy was cont;nually warnlng me what a pig Daddy was,. and, Daddy - -
1what a bltch Mummy was. If I wanted an extra helplng of trifle, :

TI had to please Mummy by saylng how old and fat Daddy had got,
and how he was always row1ng with "auntie". It was sheer murder.

I got to hate both of them -- in fact, I used to pray that they .
would both die so “that I could have a real home in an orphanagef
No -- if Jim wishes to look after the children, I will waive any .
rlght of access. If he’ doesn't then R shall be happy to keep them .
- but Jim will not be permltted to see them! C e _
June (doubtfully) I understand how you feel It's not my bu51ness,.
really:- But T'm sure J1m wouldn't agree not to see them. Surely

he could get a court order for access? o

Kathleen.wj Probably. “mey

June: ‘Well, then’P v , fy, 5
Kathleen: ™ A~ court can't force you to do somethlng 1f you absolute-
ly refuse to do it. It esn only put you in gaol for contempt,.

June: But that would mean . .?

Kathleen: That would mean that the chlldren would be taken 1nto
care. - - '
June: I don t know. =

Kathleen: It's a s1mp1e, clear-cut dec1s1on° Do you W1sh to take Ayt
care of the children, or not? ' P et B
June: . It's not up to me. You must talk 1t over w1th Jim.

Kathléen: - Jim has app01nted you o represent him,
June: - ' Not'to decide somethlng 11ke that.hf

Kathleen: " But if you love’ Jlm, you must know 1nst1nct1vely what

he would want. . o b
June?" ° I know hé's very fond of ‘the chlldren. He would never
agree not to se¢‘them. ' '

Kathleen: Then that's settled I'11 have them all packed and ready
at ten dn the mornlng° I suggest that J1m comes for them, so that
they can be with someone they know. '

June (deSperately) That's not poss:Lble° Our house won't be ready
for months. Jim is moving in with me, and it's Just a small flat.
Kathleen: Then obv1ously you and Jim must move in here. In fact
that might be better, anyway; the chlldren will be in familiar
surroundlngs. (She crosses to the kltchen table where her handbag _

lies, takes out a k- .y and lays it on the table) Here's the door key; . .

Jim has his own. Of course, I shall need somewhere to live myself
perhaps I could take over your flat? (June starts to Speak but.
remains silent) Good; I'll pick up the key from you whe* I get back°
I'm g01ng away for a week or two.
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June rises slowly to her feet, as Kathleen slips off heri'
apron, plcks up her handbag -and moves qulckly to the door.
Kathleen: I'll’ go out the back way so Jim won't be embarrassed.

She goes out of the door, and then pokes her head back inside.

_Kathleen (w1th apparent s1ncer1ty) , I hope you‘ll be very happy.J

She disappears. o

June moves towards the door.

June: ™ Mrs. . JMrs. Nuttall. '

There is no.reply.» June goes 1nto the hall.

June (calllng) MRS. NUTTALL S oL
. The sound of the back door slammlng 1s heard.' June, in the

'hall, turns and opens the front ‘door. ) ’ )

June (shoutlng, tearfully):- JIM! . .JIM!

' 'The sound of a car door slammlng is heard. A moment later J1m .
Nuttall appears 1n the hall He is a sllghtly fleshy man of about '
thirty five, wearlng sports clothes and a football scarf W1th
Arsenal colours. - ‘ '

Jim: What's the matter? gt By

He comes into the room, blinking nervously.
Jim: Where's Kathy?

June follows him into the room and begins to sob.
June: She's gone -- gone away.
Jim:  Gone away where?
June: How should I know!
Jim: She's taken the children! That's kidnapping! She can't do
that?
June: No, she hasn't; they're upstairs asleep!
Jim: Upstairs?
June (irritably): Oh, don't keep repeating everything I say. She's
dumped your kids on us.
Jim: Don't talk about my children like that!
June . She says we've got to move in here and look after them,or
rather you've got to look after them, give up your job and look
after the house. And she wants to mve into my flat!
Jim: That's bloody ridiculous!
June: Of course it's bloody ridiculous! But you should have
thought of all this. She's your wife! And they're your children!
Jim: I'll see if my sister can come over -- oh, no, they're
away in America! Don't worry -- we'll sort something out.
June (engrily): We won't sort anything out. You'll sort things out!
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She storms out 1nto the hall, opens the front door and slams

it behind her.. . . R - _ -

- Jim follows her, opens the front door and calls out anx1ously
Jiﬁéfg June.“', _ : e

There s no replyo He looks up the stalrs, 31gns and comes back .

" into the room, taking off his scarf and puttlng 1t on the kltchen '
table. -

Then he looks at his watch, and goes qulckly out 1nto another,
invisible,room. After a few seconds we hear the stralns of. the |
television programme "Match of the ‘Day"s . , )

He comes . back 1nto the room, goes to the refrlgerator and takes
out & can of beer. He is about to open 1t, when a chlld's v01ce calls
from upstairs. i 3 L 5
Little boy's voice: Daddy, Can I have a glass of water._;

Glrl's v01ce.” I'm fhlrsty, too, Daddy. ',ﬂ_ s R

“He' hurls the can savagely 1nto a corner of the room.,f . ‘ .
Jim (angrlly) Bloody women!

CURTAIN

& N, -





