DISSOLUTION IS
NO SOLUTION

The Juarez club, Los Angeles County,
CPUSA, expresses its confidence in our
national leadership and commends that

leadership for its wise policy of leaving
wide open all questions of program and
policy pending the fullest and freest
pre-convention discussion and action
by the convention itself. This, to us, is
a welcome concrete expression of that
inner-party democracy to which most
of our leading cadres, including the
national, have much too often in the
past given only lip-service. At the
same time, we do not econsider that the
national leadership is absolved from
the obligation of taking part in that
discussion.

The Juarsz club hails this democratic
approach to the very serious and fun-
damental problems confronting -our
party in this critical period and de-
mands that this approach be insti-
tutionalized and implemented to cover
all phases of party life and activity to
the end that bureaucratic centralism
shall be replaced with democratic cen-
tralism. The Juarez club, recognizing
that responsibility for the imposition
of bureaucratic centralism upon our
. party does not rest entirely with the
leadership, solemnly pledges to vigor-
ously oppose any tendency, from what-
ever quarter, to continue or rehabil-
itate this utterly reprehensible and
harmful bureaucratic practice..

To assurs the fullest participation
of the membership in the pre-conven-
tion discussion and convention deci-
sions, it is necessary that the member-
ship be kept fully informed on dis-
cussions in the national and other top
committees. The Juarez club condemns
present methods of haphazard, dis-
torted and diluted reports to the mem-
bership on discussions in the national
committee, etc. We demand that the
membership receive adequate informa-
tion on the thinking of the leadership,
including dissident or minority views.
The Juarez club moreover expects and
insists that the views of the member-
ship, as developed in the pre-conven-
tion discussion, shall be reflected in
the decisions of the convention, in ac-
cordance with the principles of dem-
ocratic centralism.

This club also takes this opportunity
to express its adamant opposition to
any and all ideas and proposals aimed

at the liquidation of the Communist -

Party, USA. Our members are sim-
ilarly opposed, with one excsption, to
any change of name for our party. It
is our collective opinion, with the one
exception noted, that the results
sought by those proposing a change

rs 2o,
remain

about a decisive break with the So-
vietization of American Communists.
Finally, these changes would for the
first time allow our membership to
apply creative Marxism in America,
The new Marxist clubs could bury
themselves in their local situation,
where needed adopting the forms of
sport clubs, social lodges, cultural or
trade union action groups, familiar
and dear to the American mind.

Would such activities lead the
American working and middle classes
to socialism? No, they could not. How-

ever, in my opinion they could satisiy
" the requirements of the interim period
we are now entering in this country.
They would prepare for that great day
which is surely coming sooner than
many think: the rapid coalescence of
A mmass broad, powerful, labor party
driving toward Socialism,

Teamster—S.F.

of name, can be effected only by re-
pudiating at the same time our basic
principles and this, to us, is utterly un-
thinkable.

‘A rose”’ as the poet said, “‘will
smell ‘as sweet by any other name.”
In the same sense, a Marxist party
in mid-twentieth century America will
ineveitably be red-baited and smeared
no matter what name it adopts. The
answer to such attacks on our party
is not to masquerade under false colors,
but rather to sink our roots deep
among the American people by the ap-
plication of correct policies, tactics and
hard work, and the utilization of the.
vast reservoir of good-will existing
among many sections of the working-
class and the Negro people for our
party, as a result of its relentless
struggles for better working condi-
tions, for the rights of the Negro peo-
ple, for peace and decency, with a so-
cialist America as its ultimate goal.
We reject the contemptible thesis that
our party stands today ‘“hopelessly
compromised, politically and morally."

This ' club fully recognizes the ne-
cessity for a searching reappraisal by
our party of its program, policies and
tactics, of frank criticism of past
errors and determined efforts to cor-
rect those errors and guard against
their repetition. We condemn, how-
ever, present tendencies to ignore all
that is good and inspiring in our past.
We suggest that while there should
be no dimunition of principled ecrit-
icism, no lag in our defermination to
root out bureaucratic methods, sec-
tarian thinking and mechanical ap-
plication of Marxist principles to the
American scene, it is nonetheless high
time that we discarded the sackeloth
and ashes as a permanent garb and
pried ourselves loose from the wailing
weall.
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Qur party has made serious errors,
it is true; not the least being our un-.
critical attitude towards other Com-
munist. parties and the socialist coun-
tries. But our mistalkes were honest
mistakes, if still inexcusable. (How
many other groups can truthfully say
the same of much of their policies
since 19147) And certainly we were
not the consistently inept blunderers,
the unmitigated fools and idiots that
some flagellant comrades seem to take
a masochistic delight in depicting us
to have been. We have many correct
policies and achievements to our credit.
VWe have written many a glorious page
in American history, as an integral
part of the American people. Our
party has contributed greatly to the
growth of the -American labor move-
ment and to the development of the
now burgeoning freedom struggle of
the Negro people. We have helped ad-
vance the cause of the Mexican-Amer-
ican people and other minority groups.
We need no apology for our existence.

If we are at present isolated from
these movements, that isolation can be
overcome in time by the correction of
past mistakes, the elimination of in-
correct policies, tactics and ap-
proaches, and by hard work, We al-
ready are making some small gains in
the labor movement and there are
countless ways in which we can ac-
tively help, and rally support to, the
Negro freedom movement. Let us,
then, resolve to pry ourselves loose
from the wailing wall and conscien-
tiously and vigorously. carry forward
the necessary task of reappraisal and
the wiping out of bureaucracy, sec-
tarianism, doctrinarism — and right
opportunism as well.

Long live the Communist
USA!
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The Juarez Club,
Los Angeles, California
Cyril Briggs, Educational Director



