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| other night at a meeting of Forst-
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{ Ukrainian Hall to consider whether it|I Chief Organizer Coco, Relief Chair-

| refusing to concede their workers the| and the members of the F. & H. com

The Passaic Spirit

By CYRIL BRIGGS. ‘
(Strike Publicity Director)

not now object to membership of ita

employes in outside organizations

“whether religious, social or other-
“We would go to work in hell if| wige.” -

there’s a union there, but we would Meeting Two Weeks Ago.

not go to work in heaven without a. The letter was first presented to

tnion.” the strikers on January 19. The crowd
That's the way one of the Forst-| cheered wildly as their local leaders

mann-Huffmann strikers put it the| spoke in favor of the resolution to

| treat the letter as a basis for nego-

mann-Huffmann strikers called in| iations, not a basis of settlement.
would be advisable to call off the|man Wagenknecht, Gustave Deak,
strike and attempt to build a union| Ellen Dawson, financial secretary
upon the basis of the concessions so| Local 1603, U. T. W, Thomas De-
far wrested from the stubborn and| Fazio and Joseph Magliacano, Ital-
reactionary' Julius Forstmann, presi-|ian organizers; Emil Gardes and Ben
dent of the company and die-hard| Lawinski, Hungarian and Polish or
leader of the five mills which are still| ganizer, respectively, Felix Pancres

right to organize and do collective| mittee, were elected some weeks ago
bargaining. | to negotiate with the bosses as oc-

“Union or Nothing!"” came nnotherlcasion presented.
voice from the crowd and the demon-| Two weeks later, however, on Feb
stration that followed proved that|rnary 2, another meeting was called|
both speakers had properly inter- and Vice-president Starr reported|
preted the sentiment of the packed|that every effort at further negotia-
gathering. tion with the labor-hating Julius

“Union or Nothing!” Forstmann had failed.

“Union or Nothing!” It was thel 'This time the local leaders, faced
Passuic spirit speaking. The cour-| with a most serious relief situat.ion,lI
ageous Passaic spirit which in its! still opposad acceptance of the Forst-
flame-up in January, 1926, lighted up| mann letter as a basis for a settle-
one of the darkest periods of labor| ment, but offered a resolution to call
| history in this country and scrved as| off the strike and let the workers re-|
as beacon light to the workers 'njturn to work and strive to build up|
every trade throughout the country. a union inside the mills. |
The Passaic -spirit, which haold out| The resolution had been passed|

month after month aguinst the boss-
ex’ starvation offensives, against thel
poison gas propaganda Of the kept

> TR T S T B sl ek e

NSLSTER T EYEr e T W T W .

earlier in the day by the strike exe-|

cutive committce and the delegate
tody.

attacks upon their leaders, against nevertheless it was a distinct retreat
the clubs of the police cossacks and|cn the part of the mill owners and
the fines and jail sentences of judi-| might be made the basis for building)|
cial tools of the millionaire mill a real union within the F. &. H.!
bosses. The Passaic spirit, which plants,

rallied the workers in the most ex-
ploited trades to resist the ‘'wage-| plants, there are three other mills,
slashing, union-smashing campaign of| New Jersey Spinning, the Gera, andl
the bosses, which was in full swing| the United Piece Dye Works, involv-
at the time. The DPassaic spirit,| ing some 4,600 workers, who, with
which by its tenacity and steady cour-| 2,000 from the four settled mills, who
age, finally forced four of the nine have not yet been returned to their‘
original struck mills to back down| mills, make a total of about 7,600
and concede to their workers the still out. Of these some two thou-1
right to organize in a union of their}sand have temporary jobs outside the

own choice, and not in the hated com-| mjlls, and contribute weekly to help| |
give relief to their fellows. In spite |

pany uninn.
| “Rather Starve Than Surrender”
Faced with diminished relief con-
tributions, with food stores that are
| almost empty, &nd for months now
living on a monotonous diet of cab-
lbago. potatoes, beans and bread, the
| Passaic spirit declared ijs readiness

of this the strain on the relief mach-
Iinery is very severe.
Must Rush Rellef.

|  No one can tell what the outcome
| will be, but such a determination as
| these strikers show should rouse a
Pl gy g ) 2 |x'i‘ehsponse an}llong wlorl;era elsewh;x;le.
| F ../ They must have relief at once. e
;would rather starve than surren_d;r, | organized labor movement must
gntbz;ll.i:nglez:‘nrax:;nn:;lxgo ::tl n:fte:: hunl-)y the':r) (oodA c‘;llothing,.o:d mlorl:ty

1 g i . ' to buy this. nd organiz abor
hearing thek rep:rt of Relief Chair-| . act quickly, if the situation is
man Wagenknee t. R T L, to be saved, and the splendid spirit
_Theth: 052:::;:; oen ra'eor S a5 din Iof the DPassaic strikers utilized to
ting i »
pensing with the silly fiction that‘ make the victory complete.
thero was no strike in its plants, (.iocs
not concede recognition of the right
of workers to organize in a union of i
their own choice or to do collective| The identity of the bulle? riddled
bargaining. it merely declares, body of a wall dressed man in Engle-
against all evidence to the contrary, wood cliffs near here on Feb. 14, has

Just Another Corpse.
HACKENSACK, N. J., Feb. 21.—

that the company had never and doeal mystified the Hackensack police.

It declared that while the!
press, against all sorts of underhand| }orstmann letter was unsatisfactory,! -

In addition to the two F. & H. |





