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Butchery and Robbery in ‘Self-Defer.se’

By CYRIL BRIGGS.
Japan’s preds.tory and mur-
derous war on China is brazen-

ly justified as a noble act
of imperialist “self-defense”
against the growing Soviet Sys-
tem in the pamphlet “Present-
ing Japan’s Side of the Case,”
just published by the Japanese
Association in China and being
privately distributed among
business men in this country.

The pamphlet presents the

pressed colonial masses learn from
the example of the Soviet Union of
the new non-capitalist road of devel-
opment? And is not, therefore, all
the loot of imperialism threatened?
And must not imperialism make war
on the Soviet system in “self-de-
fense”?

Already here we see raised sham
slogans of “war in self-defense.” “war
to save civilization.” for the planned
armed intervention of world imper-
falism against successful, flourishing
Socialist construction in the Soviet
Union

“The menace of Russia is draw-

seizure of Manchuria, the bes-
tial butchery of tens of thou-
sands of revolutionary Chinese
workers in Manchuria and at
Shanghai as an act of “self-de-
fense,” a “war to save civiliza-

| tion,” a ‘war to destroy the |

threat of Bolshevism™ to capi- |
talist *“civilization.” For, have
not the Chinese masses impu-
dently challenged the right of
the imperialist plunderers to
rob, oppress and murder them ?
Must not this callenge be met
with new blood baths? Are not
the Chinese masses turning to
the Chinese masses, turning to the
new world system of working class
and national emancipation, of revolu-
tionary dictatorship against the im-
perialist enemy? Is not the Soviel,
System growing at the expense of
the dying capitalist system? Are not
the Soviet districts in China growing
daily more powerful? And is not the
“infection” spreading not only over

ing closer'to Japan and unless she
moves and moves auicker to protect
herself, neither the League. the
World Court, the Kellogg Pact, the
Four or the Nine: Power Treaties
can ward off the inevitable clash.

[ For, make no mistake ahout this,

Nussia is at war with all the world.
‘'he war was hegun through the
IFive-Vear Man and the economie
attark . ..” (Page 38.)

The pamphlet sees 2 great “menace
in Manrchuria.” Not the mrnace of
Japanese bayonets and hombing
planes against a pcaceful populatien,
but the menace of growing mass re-
volts against starvation and misery
imposed by imperialist exploitation
and backed up by imperialist armed
force.

“Another year of decline in de-
mand and low prices for the soya
bean, will open the way for Soviet
domination in North Manchuria.
The stage Is set there for another
calamity.” (Page 2.)

“The pressure of the Slav is slow-
ly converting the outlying prov-
inces of China into Soviet republics.
The Mongols have asserted their

all China but over all Asia and to
Africa as well, as the frightfully op-

right to self-determination. . . *
(Page 6.)

™ aerefore the sympathies of the
M anchurian masses for htc Soviet |
Jjystem must be drowned in blood.
Manchuria must be saved for capi-
talist exploitation.

“Manchuria will be saved from
the Soviet, opcned to foreign cani-
tal and development and created
into a strong bhuffer state between
Japan and the Soviet or hetween
the Soviet and North China.” (Page
9.

“The Manchurian problem will be
settled on the field of batlie
China will lose Manchuria.” (Page 9.)

“Japan sces the handwritinz on
the wa!! and her military leaders
have apucaled to the right of self-
defcnse.”

Moreover, Japanese imperialism
points to the crimes nf the other imn-
perialists as sufficient justification
for its own robbery and plunder.

“What Is just aind good for Great
PRritain in hiia. in Ezypt and Ae-
sopotariia: for Trance in Aljeria

| and floroeco: for iiziy in the Med-

itterrancan and for the United
States in the Carihbean, must also
he just and good for Japan In Man-
churia. And with much grcater
reason.” (Page 39.)

Thus openly are stated the robber
aims and counter revolutionary pur-
pose of the Japanese attack on China,
of the increasing Japanese war provo-
cations on the Siberian frontiers of
the Soviet .Union. And even while
the imperialist plans to dismember
China’and make war against the So-
viet Union are boldly stated, the
writers of the pamphlet continue the
effort to deceive the masses as to
the true role of the League of Na-
tions and the various pacts and treat-
jes created under the protectoratc of
the League as direct means for cam-
ouflaging war preparations, directed
especially against the Soviet Union.






