| tions agreed that - poverty, unem-

80% io Harlem.
‘Are Jobless,
!Survey Shows'i

Tuberculosis Rate Is 5.
Times Higher Than
Among Whites

By Cyril Briggs
Mayor LaGuardia's m-‘
tion. which is frantically attempt.- |
ing to hide its respensibility for

| Tuesday’s events in Harlem behind |

a savage attack on the Comimunist
Party and militant Harlem work-
ers, Negro and white, is likely to
discover that “facts are stubborn
things" ﬁ
" '« .. white and Negro mmb—t
ployment and unhealthful living
conditions were to blame and mult“

. | be remedied to guarantee the peace

of Harlem.” Thus the New Yorli
Post admits in a mnews-story on
March 21 the criminal responsibility |
of the LaGuardia administration,
whose anti-Negro policies the same
paper attempts to whitewash in an
editorial on the same day, for the
appalling misery and jim-crow dis-
crimination which were directly
responsible for the outburst of in-
dignation by the people of Harlem
last Tuesday night.

Similar admissions of the eco-
nomic causes behind Tuesday's
stormy events in Harlem are now
being made by all the capitalist
papers, which only a few days ago
were attempting to isolate those
events from the background of
frightful suffering and mass misery
imposed on the Negro people by
jim-crow diserimination in relief
and jobs, high rents and pestilential
housing conditions.

Urban League Retreals
The New York Urban League,

whose reactionary head, James H.
Hubert, joined the peolice and the

lynch press howls that “Commu-

“nearly 80 per cent of the Negroes
in Harlem are unemployed.” and
that the death rate in Harlem is
now twice the city rate.

A measure of the effects of un-
employment on the living condl.
tions and health of the Harlem
Negro people, as well as of the ex-
tent of jim-crow practices in relief
and even outright ‘denial of relief
is given in the Post’s admission:

“As many as five large families
are jammed together in some of the

5" | apartments of the distriet, forcec

to combine their resources in orde:

'8 | to pay the rent on quarters whict

(Comtinued on Page 2)
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r among Harlem school children, Dr. many cases, even 100 per cent, |
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80% in Harlem
Are Jobless

i (Continued from Page 1)
frequently are firetraps and dis-
ease breeders.

“Resentment born of these condi-
tions and fesfering through years of
suffering, welfare authorities con-
tend. is to blame for the riots. . . ."”

M:. Hubert; who so eagerly joined
the police ptovocation against the
Communist Party and the suffering

the following, siatements. to admit
general discrimination against Ne-
groes in the gdministration of relief
and on work projects:

“There is no question that the
Negro has been discriminated
against. not only in the city at

| large, but r;ht he:e in Harlem.

| Negroes have been given very few
jobs on projegts in Harlem, and all
Harlem knows that.”
Urge Prostitution
Even in this, the sixth winter of
the crisis and breakdown of capi-
talist industfy, large numbers of
Negro families are being denied re-
lief. Negro women applicants are
often met with the insinuation that
they can earn a living on the stredts,
by prostituting théir bodies. Reli~f
payments,. where relief is given, is
| from one-fourth to one-third lower
than in other sections of the ecity.
| Poverty Diseases Grow
In a report on health conditions

Negro workers, is himself forced, in

| need is all the greater for wise

tion. I suspect that someone was

putting something over on him. ., .
Soviet Payment Record

“Our reputation for keeping our
word is very highly respected in
all countries by all business men |
who have dealt with us in different
business transactions. During the
more than seventz2en years of the
existence of the Soviet Union all
our notes and all our contracted
obligations have been strictly paid
in the time indicated by contracts !
or bv the notes themszlves, in spite
of all troubles and in spite of the
 depression. There have heen nol
sour notes in this symphony. This,
I think, is something of a record,
especially during the past five
years.”

In concluding, Troyanovsky ad<’
vised that "It is better to try for a
solution before the guns roar than
to wait to study all the questions
amidast the smoking ruins of civill-
zation after the event. . . . It is no
time to lose courage, to lose -en-
erzy. . . . One must be prepared to |
expect anvthing. ‘Therefore the '

counsels. the responsibility is-all the
greater for surmounting the develop-
ing situation.

|

in the entire citv. ,The New York
Journal ‘admits that the higl-rent
| tenements in Harlem are “slums
| more miserable than the East Side
lever knew.” The Hoover Housing
Commissicn reported terrific over-
crowding, and dilapidated and ur-
sapitary cenditions, tovether with |
exorbitently hich rents. Negro ten- |
ants are forced to pay rents -ane- |
ing from 12 to 50 per cent. and in |

{
|

a ' Jessamy, p:ominent Negro ‘physi- | higher than rents paid by whltes‘

0 alarming growth of “poverty dis- Harlem itsel’.
< eases,” due to malnutrition and

|elan of Harlem, pointed to an

in other sectinns of the city, or in|

-

These are some of the condi-

, | overcrowding in homes and schools. | tions to which Tuesday’s events in |

e \
0| agencies show a rapid increase in |
®  the adult dedth rate and in infant | Hearst press,

Other reparts issued by official

Harlem can be directly traced.
Even the pro-fascist, anti-Negro |
whose vicious at-
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, | mortality in/ Harlem. From 1933  tempts to turn Tuesday's events ||

5 | the average for the entire city. Communist
During” th> past six vears, health | white, is now forced to admit ths ¢

|10 1027 the -Har!

lem death rate was into a race rioc were defeaiad by t

| already 42 per cent Hhigher than | the vigorous arctions of Harlem

conditions have srown worse under
the ravages of the crisis. The re-
ports of the Penartment of Health,
a5 now giveni out for each section,
show an inCrease in tuberculosis
and infant mortality in Harlem and

| other Negro | communities jn New

|
|
|
|

workers, Nezro and
| economic  causes
| events.

A united front of all forces ready

behind those
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