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!ho Afr:lca.n Blood !rothorhood, a lui.tont ormintion _
which referred to :ltnl.t as a 'rovolutionm secret ord.or' e fond
in the Fall of 1917 and thrived on the World War and post-World War
spirit of aggressiveness fﬁr 8ix years, pu:lnc oﬁt mdcr mﬁroof
the econamic .cr!.li.l of 1923. _ : ' _

A oant-poury of the Garvey nov-nt, the .ﬂ'rim Blood
Brotherhood also .doptod a mantle of a-mp:lriu l-u for lnch

off ices,

Cyril V. Briges, fmﬂor of the orpniution.-p off:lch.ny
known as The Paramount Chief and tiwe exacuiive commitios was knowm as

the Supreme Council.
"Immediate Protection and Ultimate Liberation® of the
Nogro in the United States and throughout the world was the main

platform of the orpniuﬁion; The main M fnﬂ-.nh:l difforouo
between this ornn:lu.t:l.m and Gervey's, and one tl-t led to b!.ttor ;

antagonisms, was that the Afrieu nood lroth-rhood placed its -phn-‘* |

sis on ﬁghtmg Fop Regro rtdﬁ in .hmu a8 an essential p-o-roqu-:lto

to a!.d.:l.nc in the ltmglo for Ahm his ri.ﬁta in othor :llrto of th. Ior].d.
The platform of the A'l'r:lun Blood Brothers 83

(1) Ammed m:llt.neo mmt lynchings.

G majority.

(2) Self-determination tor the lo ’ m he ceuutmd -

' _.tovoloru.

_editorial published in the Orisis.

S el
"(3)' Right of l'mch!.u for the Negro in tﬁo South

(4) Struggle for egual ﬂchtl and against all forms of
Jim-Crowiamm. S

(5) Organisation of the le;ro into utabl ished trade
unions; against discriminmationd practiced by unions;
Organisation of Negro unions in industries where they

were barred Dy established white unions.

(6) Against I-porhli- in Africa and the West Indies;
world-struggle for a free Africa.

~.

!h orpn:l.ution, claiming to hl-# mberlhip of 2,500,
was n.uly m popmdut in i4x character. Divided into
fifty posts ‘throughout the nation and ha.ﬂng a fow posts in South

America ix and the West Indies, it uluo@m directives /from its

}b_.dqmrters at 2299 Seventh Avenus, New 'rotk, which was calculated

to furthor.f develop the Negro's "manhood" in rebelliocus yrotest
m.ﬁmt injustices foisted upon hh. Tom of.'_l':l.em organ of the African
Blood hothchboa was a lmx' &-#/%:psm. msmed the Grmador and

od.itodlv the FParamount Chief, anu Ve Brigss. M -

_tm Prior to the organization of the A.B.B., Mr. Briggs

i «uter of the imsterdam lm. a weekly newspaper pablished 1n
Harlem. lccorﬂmc to ﬁ. Br:l.u., he resigned from the imsterdam News
when the United atatu Intoniconoo mp-.rtncnt brought pressure on the
w an attempt to oon.or hu editorials which hotly

‘mdmodlhcmmthowandthouoef tholomhgimntu

| !ho African lleod Brotherhood nl strongly opposed to

- logrou nlht:lng in the lorld llr uid Mr, Briggs, and vohnontly

opposed nr. B lou' onal to th. locro to "Close Ranks” in an

The A.B.B. u'gned that the Negro

had no interest in ﬁ.ght:hc a"whi te-man-war® "for things he was not

enjaying mixkems in imerica.” The Negro's first and foremost duty,

- -



the organiszation argued, was to f:l@tllth_o--r a:t home, expressed i.n
the form of lynchings. In the Jamuary ,1_.92_1 issue of the %Oru.du'.h
Mre Cyril Briggs, wrote: | '

"The nation-wide mblli.uﬁm undsr tho Christisn Urou
and the Stars and St"ripolof m'lnhr America iuto* the In Klux nu;
is as plainly an ut of War as was tha German -o'bnmuon of 1914."
"It is wer, and war of the cracker element of the white

race against the entire Hegro race. I_Inthar the Negro race meets tho

issue courageously, dnomtratuc- its essential humenity, or in
cowardly surrender to the enemy, it will be nrjutth.-o--‘r
against the Negro race.. | |

Yeeo W confess we do ot know how tho mo '111 meet thu '

peril. However, we do hor how it will be met by Real lﬂ.
' "eoo With tho murderer c].ntch:lng at our thuta L

cannot afford to choose our weapems, but must dotmﬂ. ourselves with :

what 1ies nearest, whether that be poison, fire or what..."
{uwery '

' Because of its wm progr- of lﬂitnt

defense the A.B.,B, was forced to work wg'onn in the lonth. It
was extremely dnngorou ¥ to be identified im the lonth as a n-bor of
"nigger Briggs outfit, » as tho plmhtion omers “ rd.’orrod

to the organisation. Mr., Briggs received a number of letters from the '

South threatening his life, Nevertheless, the A, B. B, cemtimued its
work and by 1919 the South constituted the stroaghold of the organi-
sation, the West Virginia Fost,comprised of Negro miners,being the

o~

' strongest of all,
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'far'tho' me riot h !nlu. Oklahoma, on the organisation. in
: u-ooutod Press b_ro-dnut M reported

Opposition to the African Blood Brotherhood reached

a high point in 1919 when attempts were made to place responsibility

that the A.B.B. "fomented and directed the Tulsa riot,” which,
ancérﬁné to Mr, :Bri.w had all been started by a e initiated

by a mto runhor in !nloa. !ho 1.3-.5. bad & ury otrong post in

!nlu st the tho naﬂo ap of u-loﬂ:l.c“ chic:l'ly, but doni.od

all ehrgu that it s in any -gr rupmi‘blo for the riot in Ihl.ch

- foew of i.tl members lost their lives.

(see n.y.times for story on A,B.B, and riot) .
The hrvoy_-nov-ent.and p.rtinhrlrlurm Garvey, was
cmumt‘.ly M oriticishd by the Atrloan nood

| lroth-rhnod and h tnrn hrny teemadcihraak inst as oonutontly i

throatmé lodorl of the &D.B. According te Mr, Brisp Mr. Garvey

[

lpui:l.ng from the rostrum of Liverty Hall ongce said:
- "If th.u brﬂ.lhnt young men don't hop to th-nlvel
blood will flot in hr].-.
w scrql ht!m n-borl of the nood Bmtharhood
and Garveyites teok ﬂaco on thn streets of Harlem. But .aaxy there

ttstexhissdxfiznads never WS any generous flo-ing of blood.

Stimr High-renking members of the Afrioan Blood Brotherhood

wres mhnrd B. Moore; Theodore Burrell; Benjsmin Burrell; Otto
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- WM-W of tho leaders 'of the Blood Brotherhood

have .mc luco-o w Communists, Mr,
h'tlnr DM, however, is ao'ully a no-mpthlnr of ﬁ Comxunism .
and is at Iresent an nltr_.-n_ﬂ.itant labor leader.
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