Probleins of the Indian Revolution

A REVOLUTIONARY PARTY FOR INDIA

M. N. Roy to the “Swatanira Bharat Sabha”

Dear Cowmrades,

Let me congratulate you for having
indieated the right way to the num-
crous  rank and Tile Congrezsmoen

{adherents of the All-Tndia Natiownal

Conpross-fdites) eager for an effee-
tive strugele for freadom. The prompl

suppressien of your new-horm orpan-

-itself has heen

azation (the Swatenirae Dheral Seh-

Bl is Lhe proof {hal you are on the
right road. The facl also proves that
the journey on the remd ymi hawe
selected will wiol Lo an easy one I
requires courage of eonviclion, reval-
wlionary determination and ahove all
eollective elfert,

The Swelanfra Bharal Sebhe did
not. propose to act as an independent
political party. T wanted to fune-
tinn as an orpanized group ingide the
Congress with. the purpese of having
the latter evenlually adopt a rovolu-
tionary pregram. The move was tac-
tically correct al the moment it was
maide. The situation has changed sinee
thon, Now to be an integral part of
Lthe Congres erganizatlion does not pro-
vide the revolutionary elewoents with
fiell Tor legal activity., The Congress
declared an illegal
hody. Besides, you could never have
the illusion that the Congress as a
whole organization would aver en-
dorse a revolotionary program as
advoeated by you. Your purpose ovi-

dently is to remain in elose conlact

with the Congress rank and file wilth
a view to win these over to your posi-
Linn. This is 2 very correct atlitude.
Having a very distinct program, your
group, ncvertheless, from the wvery
beginning renresented 1the tendency
towards an  thdependent  political
parly, ahjeetive eanditions for the rise
of which are mainre, and upon the
rise of which furihar developmient of
the mational revolutionary strupgele
depends. An independent party with
its own program can still sapport and

cooperate with all olher organizalions

actually conducting a strugple against

tmpetrialisn.

The program of your group is net
only the program of national revolu-
tien. Tt alse indicates the way to the
struggle for & greater social revolu-
tion, This being the case, historieally,
your greup provides the platform for
all the revolutionary elements to e
welded sventuzlly inlo a powerful
pvarty of the working class, Rapid
development of the situation and
future perspeectives demand that the
latent tendency of your group should
ho given a clear form, Your group
should without delay take up the very
urgent task of a mass party of the
Indian workers and peasants.

Forees abjectively making for and
cven consciously advocating Socielist
reconsiruction of the Indian society,
have: bheen stoadily prowing in the
country of late. Tut very few of
them have as yet heen organized in
a party without which no stripgle
for paolitieal power and soeial récon-
struclion is ever pissible. A rovolu-
tonary priviy of the working elngs
# o historie g vell ax dmmadiate
neecasily., Given correat program,
and with methody of organization
suitable to the conditions of the
country, it is hound to grow rapidly
ite a powerful political factor.

Comrades: It is hardly necessary
for me to tcll you thai the program
yvou advocate is a program of soeial
revolution, National freedom will ba

only & stage in that vevaluiion, The
social revelulion will everthrow the
parazilic exploiting elass from power
and wiake the predueing masses eol-
leclive owmners of everyihing produged

Iy Lheir  enlleclive  labor,  Cense-
quently,  the army  fighling  the
rumeraus  balller of ihizs  revolu-
tion must be, In the first mplace,

reeruited from the working classzes.
The party advocating and striving
for the averthrow of Lhe present cap-
italist socicly is the revolutionary
vanguard of the working class. Some
of Lhe pionecrs of the paviy, as Wmany
of ourselvaes, may not be aclually horn
in the working ¢lass (altho most of
themn are intelleclual workers) hul
they hiceome the picneers of gocial
revolulion by idealogically disassociat-
ing themselves from the exploiling
claszes and identifving themsclves
with the proletariat.

Thers can be no party of the work-
ing elass earnestly slriving for a soe-
il revolubion in the interesls of the
praducing masses excepl with the rey-
clutionary determinadion thal grows
out of Timwm convietion. There {3 no
use having a noble ideal unless one
15 determihed to reach it at all ecost.

A great idea is of §ittle praciieal value.

unless one struggles for triumph. In
a certain period of histery a particu-
lar social class asswwnes revolutionary
characler hbeing antagonistic to the
dying ¢ld and therefore the harbinger
of the rising new, Tut the entire class
eannol possibly take active part in
the actual siruggle. Only the most
advanced of it, togelther with ihose
who desert the doomed old to fight
for the naseent new, do the actual
revolutionary fighting. Therefore, the
advance-rruard, organized in the rev-
olutidnary party, becomes lhe organ
thru whieh the energy of the entire
class is brought to bear upon the
sitnation, That means, every single
moment -in the life of a2 memher of
the revolutionary party must be de-
voted (o the cause of the revolution.
Every other form of activity should
Le secondary. The paramount ohliga-

tion is to the party. The parly must

have the first claim upon the wory
being of its members. These should
work for the party, live for the party,
die for the party. Only such a party

‘can make a revolution, and we need

such a party in India.

Comrades: As a loosely formed
group you e¢an make no more prog-
ress, . Ploneers of a  revolutienary
class, striving for a grealb social rev
ofution, must organize themselves in-
to a powerful pelitical party. It is
hardly to be expected (hat a revelu-

LS dpelezabdiiling Ieil o JTSeld. o . LN
3. On February 12, 1131 the na-
tinnal offieen of the LIk issund a
leticr deelaring that: “Our whole In-
Lernaliomal Labor Tefense erganiza-

tion. iz faced with ihe question:
SHALL  WER SUSTIENTY THE

LABOR DERFENDERI

4. A schome 5 under way for Lthe
“eomsolidalion™ of the vavieus Iinnish
Commanist papers. The sehene means
the Hywddetion of all Finnish papers
al one and ihe jpubliration of a.
“talletin®™ in New York (inslead of
the mass paper, Kicenpain).

*RKManahendra Nath Roy

tionary working class parly can legal
Iy function in India, under present
canditions. Confining its aclivilies to
legal limits, it iz Dound to deviate
from the road of releniless rovolu-
tionary strugple. All avenucs of leg-
al aclivitios nyust be oxplored; Dt
the parly organization wusl be laill
up under-ground. This disadvantage-
ous position regquires the party to
penetraie all the existing legal mass
organizations, and to create now ones|
as fields of its aclivities. Wot only
the workers and peasants, but all
other oppressed and expleited classes,
‘st be organized for conducting the
struggle for the frecedom of their im-
mediate grievances. By assuming a
leading part in this struggle the rev-
olulienary parky will he Tirmly rooted
in the large maszes of the population.
Rut the firat step should ba the ervea-
tion of a leading eadve, firm in econ-
vietion, clear of wiston, compact I or-
ganitzation, united in action end un-
ahaken fn determination. Lot your
group become this eadre. That should
be your logical line of advance, if
you adepted the revolutionzary pro-
gram with full knowledge of its rev-
olutionary significance.

With fraternal

grectings, |
M. N. ROY. |

Berlin, Nov. 20, 1920.

Mopt economists are now agreed
that the recent talk of revival is un-
founded and that tanpible evidence
of expanding activities is not general-
ly wisible. The loudest optimisty ave
now shifting their revival prophecies
to the Spring. Semec look to next win-
teiThe A, F. of L. survey admits that
“pnempleyment will last o at nearly
ita present level for seversl montha
and will be a serious problem for the
rest of the year” The fatroer’s income
hays already fallen by over 20%5.

The downward price trend contin-

—

The Ecohomic Wese

uzes. The stock marker is at best ir-
reguelar—going from brisk rise (o shdcp
breaks, January exparts fell heavily,
especially to Burope, the best market.
Electric  power  préduction  dropped
badly last week to a new low level—
5.6% in a2 week, In the fitst two
months building construction in Man-
hattan fell 14%. Steel produciion con-
tinued its slow seasonal increase to
50.9% it comparsion with 57.8% a
week ago but as against 93.1% the
corregponding week of last year. The
average daily pig iron output for Feb-




