B soil...
L Class l]I land; while the Euro- -

“a

vh

IN o'l'her territori

.. cent in the Belgian Congo, 7-per cent'in Kenyd, £
Malawi); and 3 per cent in Northern Rhodesnan(now Zambia); but, eveni
. ter-cases, the land taken for European farming or
" best land, the Iand left 1o the Africans being very! poor, often—s-wmpy or dfy :
- scrubland wsl'ho“‘fnadequife wa'l'er. and wn’r o . .

: Thus i Norfhern RHodes:a, Dr. Rl‘ra Hmden (Plan
for Africa, 1941) has pointed .out that crude: statistics:

have little meanmg. for the' Africans are confined to|the

*'poor- soils!', with -poor lrngahon facilities which ¢ com-

_pe) them to crowd-into-the. few areas with ‘water!
 plies. Ca’raloiumg the various handicapt-which face

Africans on their poor land,

Sup~
+
Dr: Hinden sums tp by

~“cribing ’rhesea,obs’recles 16 success’ful African agncuh‘ure*

- as being "nothing shert, of catastrophlc e

In Kenya, too, the Euro an-
land, the famous White gh-
lands was the richest land- in
the terntery, said to comprise -
.30 per cent of all the good

land in Kenya. This was made
.the .preserve of some 4,600
European - farmers;” ,whlle )
* million Africans were’ crowded
into the -poor, unfertile lands.
In Southern Rhodesia, a for-
- mer Land Development Offi-

cer, Ken Brown, ‘has described
most of the land available: to
Africans ~ as being. ‘“poor
. known technically as

Area contains nearly all”
the areas of fertile soil in the
Colony™. (Land in: Southem
‘Rhodesia (1959). :

' He adds that in many parts
' of the country it is embarrass- -
ing for-a European to drive
through a European Area into :
'a ‘Native Area’, for ‘the

‘change in - soil- type comcrdec
almost  -exactly @ with '~ the.

- boundary-lme and . is stratlmg-

ly- obv10us

PLAN TO CR]PPLE '
i. . AFRICA
In addition to seizing land,

y  the imperialists. introduced

measures deliberately designed
*- to'cripple. African’ ~agriculture....
i menmes there - were’ legal -
* réstrictions as- to .which' crops
- the Africans could produce.In
~ Kenya, for  example, until
- 1939 Africans were prevented.
~ from growing coffee, partly by
- the high. cost .of the licence,
. and partly by the acreage limi- -
tations; - coffee- growing was.

- . Teserved for the European fa.r-

mers. There were si
.restncnons on Africans wxsh
. -ing to grow sisal or pyrethrum.
- African’ coffee -growing was
also restricted 'in ' Tanganyika .
and in Cameroun, where there
"was also a quota restriction on
- African export of ‘bananas.

In Southern Rhodesia, Africans
. are not allowed to, grow the
- best Virginia tobacco which.

fetches the ‘highest price; this,

%00, is tescrved for the white

'settlers. In Uganda, Africans

"~ had to" conduct a long battle -

before they - were: ‘allowed .to
-gin. the cotton they produced.
In many territories,/ /the autho-
rities -constantly - strove to re-"

.~ duce the herds of African live- ...

'-_stock Africans g maize
in ~ Southern - Rhodesia“~ were
only allowed. to .provide one.
" quarter of ~the hOme maize
market, the other three quar-
‘ters being Teserved for. Euro-

. At the same time the .

price pa1d 10 'African maize

- growers was only. about-two- . -

thirds of - that paid. to:Euro- -
-+ -. peans. (This two price systems
~ still operates.) The absence of "

- railways and-decent roads from .

; African populated areas to the
' main markets was. a- further

... factor hindering the emergence -
" of an economically 1ndepen

i

B “dent African peasantry.’.
e That this was deliberate po-
hcyonthepanofthe impe-
" rialists is indicated by the fact

* that most of the rich lands they .
seized - -were never- used by
~ ‘them. Thus a Governmiéiit Re-
' aportonNorthemRhodema in’
938 .(the Pim -Report) found -

that of 23 million acres: taken
.o awayfromtheAfncanscmly
- 70,000 acres were under Eurp-

: pean

" comn district out of 5,500,000 -
_acres set aside for Europeans, -
‘only 500 a:clrﬂes were' uéxder
- Eurgpean tivation. - Even
- .as ‘late :as 1960 only. ] per-*
- .cent of the 4,500,000 acres of
- - 1and in'# Northern Rhodesra
 owned: ;by Europeans was ac-
- “tyally - being - cultivated. In
T‘ZSouthel'n Rhodesra, accordm°

cultivation; in the Aber--

“to figures complled in 1957 ,

‘only 2 per cent of land reserved

for Europeans was under culti- |

vation. In’Kenya, in 1960, only
-6 _per cent of the valuable.
White Highlands was —under
European cultivation.

tx-

.large areas of :land selzed‘ by

. Europeans and then' not jused. -
s easily explained. The ipur- | .
pose was two-fold: to preYent
the African peasant becoming:

“a~serious competitor to Euro- -

pean farmers and plantation |
owners ; and to impoverish!the

African peasantry 'to. such! an
extent that the majority: of
. African adult males would be -

compelled to  work for} the -

Europeans in farms or' in
mines. We shall have occasion
later on to examine the results -
for the African peasant: pro
“ducers, but for the moment we
.are concerned with-the ques-
“ tion of the. Afncan WOrkrng
class. :

The measures

“ themiselves to ‘guarantee a ‘con-

" stant flood of cheap. Affican.
. labour-for European emplo-

- yers. In many parts of troplcal‘
Africa- the climate . was; not
suitable: to large-scale Euro :
-pean- settlement, ‘and .so_land .
“seizures in ‘these areas did not:"
:take_ place to the -same extent,.

. nor _were thére always; the:’

kind of, restrictions- placed on

- African, agriculture .that: we -
associate with Southern. Rho--
. desia, or Kenya. In addition,

Africans, even where therr‘ .€CO-
nomit standards were not jvery
‘high had’ no great desire to .

‘take up wage employment in

European enterprises. . Thus a
further economic spur was in-.
troduced, that . of . ‘taxation.

Taxanon is &enerally regarded

- TOTAL ..

des-; - were_ introduced " in. a -‘'whole
number of ' territories at -the

lndlcated :
above were not suﬂicrent in

Plantaﬂon develc»pmenf was the . |

unsuﬂable sonl o

Admrmstratlon m’uoaeea'i a=-,' e
.hut tax, in 1899 “and tmsfor- : -

- ced.upon the people’thems-
sity of finding a regular sum

of money. each year.” This -
~.same obligation arose with the
i

Srgmﬁeantly, these - taxes

, end of the nineteenth and the

commericement of .the 20th -

" century when the first “needs

for' African labour arose. Hut
and poll taxes were introduced:
by the German ‘authorities in’
East Africa in 1897, and by -

the British .in  Bechuanaland

in '1897,5in Kenya m 1901_,~'jn
The ' ‘apparent - paradox,,, of o, T o

(Thzs a'rtzcle kas
“appedred in
' CRITICA
MARXISTA —an
Italian Marwist
Journal).

Southern = Rhodesia
1905. In: the Belgian :Congo
‘an_open labour;tax was intro:
- duéed, to be replaced in 1910
by a-poll tax. In the French
. possessions in Africa a labour-
tax or prestation_system . was
inaugurated. Under this sys-
. tem, the African was obliged
to work for a :specific period
.as a form of tax payment.. If
~he wished, he could pay a
cash tax instead of performing
this obligatory work; but .to
acquire cash for tax' payment
usua]ly meant having to take
*up wage labour. In either case,

-the African was compelled 10 .
‘take' up’ lab0ur for the Euro- '

b. I'a L ,,i.\“ -
~ CRUDE TAXATION -

- systems. were introduced there

was no attempt to conceal their

purpose. Thus, a Kenya Go-
vernor, Sir Percy Glrouard
stated in 1913.:

: “We consider that tdxarzoh '

is the only possible method:
- of compellmg the native to

. stock.. To meet their taxation '

" and other ' essential items of |
expenditure, it was, he stresséd, | ,
necessary for the Afncan to |

- enrol . himself - as

'xﬁ" 1904
‘and in Northern Rhodesia in

“he said, was that
~them, in order to .pay this tax,
must seek work from - Euro-

At -the time these various -

peans ‘was. °v‘f"|'en“'l 95 :
per cent in- NYasaland ’

- cash wages. The- first two,
“ - methods have up to the-pre-.

sent proved inadegquate.

‘Wagelabour has consequen-,

" tly become an indispensable |

- source of mcome far the
_ people generaIIy :

‘Mr. de Bney, in his study of

Bechuanaland, found that the |

population could not earn suffi-
cient to meet all its expenses
if it relied solely :on.its live-

“a wage- |
earner in order to balance the

~ family budget by means of his |
. wages.” Dr. Buell in:his classrc
‘work, The Native Problem in '
" Africa. (London, 1928), pomted
-out that in Northern: Rhode- !

sia in the 1920’s the:absence
of railways and feeder ; roads
made it impossible for Africans
to produce’ crops for export,
and thus to earn the cash to
pay taxes. The}  consequence, -
“most of.

pean employers

Economic compuls10n alone
* class came into existence as a

was not sufficient ' to force
Africans into wage ' labour.
Other forms of - pressure and

coercion” were utilised -as well. “al

including . various ' forms : of
compulsory, or foreed labour.

~ Convict' labour, ‘civic obliga-
:tions’, - work _in - ‘emergencies’; -
work. -

compulsory porterage,

by tax defaulters, labour ‘re-
cruitment’'——these ‘were many

of the forms of compulsory

labour . imposed at different

times on the African people.

Protests agamst these me-
thods became so strong in the
1920’s that -eventually in 1930
all that major powers with co- -
lonies in -Africa,, apart from

ket;ar theywuldwvrkfatﬁ

"Afnm.sports,torenmlater
and-ip and 1! -of -
faieal l

mated in: 1958 that there were
100,000 shibalos in° Mozambi-
que, but that an additional -
300,000  had been . forced to
‘take up-work in South Africa

‘|- or Southern Rhodesia in order -
“to avoid becoming shibalos. In :

_reality, 8ll- 400000 had ‘been
compelled by the system to-
take - up: employment in. go-:
-vernment .or pnvate enter-
‘pnses L . :

tories, forced labour was not
‘officially abolished until 1946:
‘Prior to -then there had been. .
wndespread use of forced
Tabour. in European planta-
“tions in the Ivory Coast, Gui--
nea-and what is ‘now Mali,
in forestry conceras. in
Gabon and ‘the Ivory Coest,
and on 'roads and rail:

- way construction, 150,000 for-

-, céd - labourers,

accordmg to

- official figures, being’ utilised

‘; v111e to Pomte-Norre

between 1927 and 1934° to
build the railway from Brazza

. THE AFRICAN
WORKING CLASS
Thus the African workmg
result of the imperialist des- -

| truction of African tradition-

agriculture and handicrafts,

and driven by the triple whip.
. of poverty the poll tax, and

The cu-cumstances in Wthh

-1~'Afr1ean labour came into exis--

Portugal, ratified - the Geneva -

" Convention on Forced Labour

This, however, did not put a

tence also help to.explain its
size and cHaracter: The birth -
of a class of African wage
earners was not a consequence
of the growth :of -indigenous
African: caprtahsm but the re-

sult of the imposition of colo- .

nial rule.-Colonial administra-
tions - ‘were = established . in-
Africa not in order to build
up modern industrialised eco-
nomies there but to make ma--
ximum usg of cheap land

In the. French occupred terri-

 ‘made from these same. 12w
' matenals

LA

. Tight

When ‘Ghana became inde-
pendent in 1957 she’ was expor-

' palm oil, mpomng" soap;

- paper and’ furnitore; expomn
‘hides and leather, mportmg
boots and shoes; - exportin

.cocoa beans in - imported ]ute
‘sacks, and ‘ importing ‘back -
every bar of - chocolate .and

- every ‘tin of processed cocoa.
Even her limes were ‘expressed

in Ghana and the juice expor-

ted to return later in the form -

: of bottled lime-juice. - . - ;-
“As recently :as November

o 1962, diiring a 'visit to Guinea, .
I noticed ‘'on an_ office desk a.

small bottle of :glue labelled
“Best Senegalese glue. Made in
France.” It is reported that

‘when the luxury Dukor Mon-

rovia, . Liberia, everything -
needed ‘in the construction,
apart from ‘some local stone,
-had to be: 1mported even ‘the -
- nails- v

_ In other’ words, Afnca be-
came simply a minerals ‘and
agrarian- appendage. to :Euro-
. pean economy,’ pouring out
- raw materials:to the West and .
importing ~ back . practically:
every single item of manufac-
ture which, very often, was

[ eX

-Such - an economyt ‘had - no"
need- for a ‘large labour force.
‘Nor for a’highly-skilled, edu--
cated, ‘urbanised "and - perma-
nent body of workers. Miners,
timber and forestry- workers,
farm - workers, -domestic - ser-
vants; . transport - and. building -

: 'woxkers, igommerce:;and--pub-:+
" lic -adminitration - employees—

these were: the ‘main -fields -of
employment which ‘the colo-
nial - system held. out to the:
African

’plaeeto any degree where there
was a -considerable body of -
European :setlement—and _in -
‘these cases, it Wwas - usually
'Euro-peans who filled the ranks -
of the artisan and skilled
labour force. Notably was this
“so in South African, but - the
same trend could be seen .in
Northern and Southern Rho-

, _- o TABLEVIH",' ‘ P
R R TR DISTRIBUTION OF. AFRICAN WAGE EARNERS BY PR]NCIFAL OCCUPATION o~ e
- Territory and Year | . Extractive. Maagufac-  ‘Building and Transport +  Commerce : Domestic and ~ Public admi-" = .~~~
: . of Reference = ; “industries ¢ turing Construcuon S . . other services  nistration Total ~ ~
French W. Africa - ,1954_ - 12,419 030779 - 42670 33,13 -~ 51210 21,123 107,626 - 298,961
‘Frenchi Equatorial - e : : L . »
Africa -~ 1953 @ 20,333 12,1#8 22,089 14292 12,626:~° . 15, 329 16800 . 113,657
Sierra Leone - . | 1954 4,901 - — 10,963 50047y - 174962 2,688 1,162 - . 39,680
Gold Coast -~~~ : 1952 . 41,037 . 11,766 44,700 18511 23498 .. 18328 . . 33352 . 191202 -
‘Nigeria 1952 57688 - 17923 . 35392 - 42,335 20,579 - 13129 & - 53181 240,227 ..
Belgian Congo S 1954 103518167312 128,915 84,468 77,399 318,741 - 880,353
Angola T 1953 .- 21,809 , ' — . — ENOAE T e SR . 21,809
Mggag;l;:;que R %ggg "1%8%50 20,866 R D U DR 7% ] (N
agascar . - 1953. .. 12920 - 25312 11,138 7,677 - 16,900 9 55343 7 166,287
“Southern. Rhodesia - 1951 63,805 :55,729 - - 48,971 -. 17,613 _9.00 ‘ 1?3610?5.:’5 55—3 3 - 317,351
ﬁorthedehodesla 1953 - 46100 18,650 £25,500 . 8150 .- 6810. . 7733820 137450 - . 216,480
Nyasatand - %323 714000 4300 5,800 1800 ¢ 3200 v 19,100 . 35600
ganda . 195 792 . 24414 . 45448 7,625 6,245, - 28486 - 48,408 ' 168,548
Kzggaymka 1934 lgﬁg 19,669 - 16,373 34,262 11,428 50946 . . '76.334' 214,465
Usios S. Africa " ors 42754 i9.411 34355 . . 22,080 4274 v 108709 272,031
nion ica -~ . — 91,900 436,029 .107,593 . 98367 . '109,600° 830900 = = 2074389 .
910278 893801 .. 563463 0193 365137 562465 . 5285931

i L
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asa means of rmsmc reVenue
for a government. In Africa

the taxation system imposed by

‘Western powers had quite

her functions. It was simply
a ‘device to compel Africans to
" ‘take ‘up. Wwage labour; or, in
“:other wordg a fo:m of labour
tax. , : )

The essence of th1s system
was - to make it obhgatory on

the . Afneans. irrespective. of

their income -or _property, to
‘pay’a tax fn cash, first in the

.form: of a hut ‘tax, and then,
“more widely, in:the form! of a

pollta.x.Theusualpattetnfor-'
.the; latter .-was- a personal ‘tax’

on all adult males over sixteen

{(in some: territories exghteelx):) :
r. _‘
(Migrant Labour and

.Writing of Bechuanaland,
Schapera-
‘Tribal Life, 1947) has pomted
‘out that,

monds in South Afriéa in

1870 and of gold-*m' 1884 the,_

i

it
L

5

1,588,994

Souroe WORLD SOCIAL Sl'l'UATION U.N., 1957

leave hzs Reserve ‘for the
purpose of seeing work.
In 1922, a Kenya farmers™

-association caJled on the go--

vernment to “increase the poll
tax to relieve the acute labour
shortage, and to remit this tax
-if the native worked" a certain

period ot ume for a Euro- ‘

pmn 9

. a'Of ‘course, 1f the Afnm

people could have developw
‘own flourishing  agricul-

.ture, they could have paid the
- tax"from their agricultaral re- -
. venue, In that case there would . -
have been little labour for the
European  farms  and’ mines.

. Bati ‘the. impact .of the Euro-

" pean’ conquest ‘broke down ‘the

self-sufficiency -of ‘the -African. -

economy and left the:African’ <
“with no altemanve but to seek -
.wage - emplo; ent wr
in Bechuanaland, topeans, th thel B
‘fnllowm° the discovery of dia- -
- dilemma. which faced the Afn-'

Europeans.

Dr. Schapﬁ'ﬁ explams the

can: people in these terms :/ -

stop to such methods, espe-
cially  in British territorie$ -
during .the war, and in every .
emergency ‘during the post-
1945 "period, as well as in
South Africa where the wide-

- spread use- of * convict labour
‘and pass-law offenders became
an international scandal in-the -
1950’s. - In - Angola, especlallj, .

forced labour has been widely

~used by the Portuguese autho.-

rities and employers

MORE SLAVES

BaSll Davxdson, in h1s boolc
The African: Awakemng. 1955

~describing ‘his investigations in=

Angola, astates- that- there are
“‘now - more slaves i«than*

“there . -were: fifty " years ago.”

Xamining. the files of the Na-

,tive  affairs Department ', st -

Luanda, the canital of Anszola

Davidson found listed 379,000 -
,.mntradados or force workers

“in Egypt,

cheap’ labour and cheap re- -
sources, both mineral and
agricultural, for the benefr

-of the industrial economies of

the metropohtan countries.

Thus in Africa
‘a form of economy absolutely.
dlstorted and one-sided.

- Whole territories were glven

up to . the producnon of one
or two raw matenals—cotton-
Sudan- and Ulganda, °

“coffee “in. Kenya * and “Tvory -
.- Coast, groundnuts'-in Sénegal~

. Coast’ (npw Ghana) and Nige- -
ria, copper in, the Congo and’’

‘and. ‘Gambis,: cocoa. in: Goll ;-

‘Northern Rhodesra, ‘cloves in..

“Zanzibar, sisal’in Tanganylka. v
gold, chrome-and tobacco in..

g?uthedehodema Aw.l;eha.
‘Nyasaland, ‘wine 1.

-Indroenous food - roductron
declmed while - productxon of.
“cash: crops. for- -exnort - soared.

.Qh ns laden. .with  minerals,

timber, cottan. hides, and other

';saw matenals sa11ed out of

deS1a and Kenya

Sometimes, as in South
‘Africa 'and the
laws were passed to deny to

“the Africans the, posibility of . -

taking up- apprenhcesm’h

10 havmg agcess “ t0

hes.Ihe.Hmted

difions in ‘Non-Self-Go
. Territories’ (1958) _ provides;

bour force’ excludin
m most

1er ~held
terntohes, ag well ‘as the Con-ﬁ

‘gO. Angola. and -Mozambique:”
From: this table it ‘can be -
‘seen thdt  he largest single ca-

tegory of African’ WOrkers is
‘dOmesnc and othe;r, services’

i

"per cent - of -

ple. In general, in- -
~ dustrial development only took

Rhodesias,

ofgthe fcn'-:j"_zthe

‘isation; With . limited factory o

“develop | an educatéd,
" urbanised -

Africa.

' wl:nchwaccount for no less than Ll
1,500,000 workers, - nearly. 30~
: all the ~workers™ -

~ included in -the table. ‘A se-- L
+ |~ cond. striking fact is that #if -
| ‘one excludes’. Suoth

« the - one ' territory - in  which
~ basic. industrialisation’ has beer-

- allowed to take place, we finc
less -than 450,000 . worker:

employed in. manufacture i o

therestofAfnca If, frern-~*

these

167,312 accounted for by the. -
Belgian Congo, we -are left e
with al balance of only some

.280,000 workers engaged in-.
manufacture ixi all the remain- .
terntones )

It is:further nouoeable that L
- after ‘domestic and other ser--

’, ‘the ‘main category -of
African 1abour is that employ-

,

‘one - subtracts _the -

ed in the extractive industries,

which account for over 900,000

-workers. : These - are  mainly. . .

engaged.an mining. Transport. . -

-and’ commerce,

truction, and :almost.as many
in public admihistration. :
If one. turns to the U.N.
Report on the Enlargement of
the Exchange. Economy in-
Tropical Africa, 1954, -one:
finds that agrlculture and fo-
restry.is the sphere in which
by far the largest number of
Afncans are’ employed . as -

"which are -
closely ‘connected . with" both,_ :
agriculture and'. the extractive
_industries; acount for over .
400,000'-;and 365,000 respect-
 ively. Over 560,000 :are con-
~ sumed- by building and cons-

N

wage earners. This table ex-.: -

cludes South Africa, and do-
‘mestic servants in their Congo

—and
“alone account for 1,150 ,000

wage earners (see prevxous_ '

table).

these two ~ countries -

A table (see our next issue) . ‘

based on a selected group of.

territories shows over 1,100,000 . - '

workers engaged in agriculture
and forestry, and a er
390,000 engaged in mining,
These two groups alone ac-

. count for almost 43 per cerit of

the entire labour force of:the

territories given -here.: Among
_individual countries, we find

that agnculture accouits for - :

52._per-.cent .of, all- the’ wage
workers- in T);mganylka, §48

per_cent. in‘Keénya, 39 per ctgn«.}; o
d L

in Southern Rhodesia,. an

per cent in French Equato jal -
Afnca. ' . f .
i {

_, LOW INCOME ;

It will be goted that in the
ten territories listed, the nums - °

ber of wage earners employed
in. secondary industry consti-

tutes -only about-10 per cent -

of the total—and even half of
this is accounted for by Bel-
gian Congo - and = Southern

Rhodesia: Quite apart from

this, however, ‘it should be
appreciated  that, generally
speaking, secondary industry

“in Africa ‘is usually light in-

dustry, or is associated with:
the prehm.maqc processing of

" locally ‘produced crops and

- minerals, The number of Afri-

cans engaged in- factory pro:

duction is usually very smalkL- .

The Republic of South =~ Afri- .

ca, of course, has long been

- pattern. |And in “other territo-

ries, too, since independence

-has been won and economic °
reconstruCUM has commenc-
ed, more 'workérs are entering
factory “production, though
even now the total snumbers
involved are still a small mi-

' -ﬂnontyofthetotalwagewm
- ing class.

Writing elsewhere in 1960,

under’ dn'ect foreign rule, I
‘summed up the main charac-
teristics |of the African work-
mg class in these terms:

...acolomalw’?mg-\ \

- 'my touched : -
. by the breath of mdustriali< -
The stmeture and . d13posx- ”
tion of ‘the African working -
class was thus conditioned by
the ocolonial character of Afri- -
-ca’s -economy, This is borme.
‘ogt by all the available statis- .-
Nations Spe-

. cidl: Study on Ecororric..Con-

S T
_ a colo) econo-
' and scarcel

. sation. It is working class
which is mainly wunskilled,

only partly urbanised.” _
(Afnea, The Roots of -
Revalt 1 London,

labour, these .terms could be

¢’ applied. to. ‘the ‘African work-
’ing .class-at any time. during .
- the past sixty years. Such were -
consequences- of colonial- .

ism and the lack of industrial- -

1 roductlon nndertaken

Afnca .there was nio occasron, :

the -European: rulers. to *

for
skilled,

l~. : , )
l
1

.-when most of Africa-was still - ’

largely - migrant and.,.._

- and” erménent L
',workmg class. - ,p A

: . an exception to this general |

1960) i
Unskilled, ' casval, migrant =





