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G:HANA 'S CHANGING |
'ECONOMY

THOUGH ‘Seven Years old’,

Ghana is* one of the first of the
new mdepcndent states that have
arisen 'in " Africa since the .end -of
the Second World War. It is:there-

- fore opportune’ to examine her eco- .

nomic progress,- to_assess how far
she has gone in liquidating the form-
€r colonialist'economy and in’ creat-
ing a new basis for I'dlSll'l" the peo-
ples living standards. .

Ghana - has been an outspoken
opponent . _of imperialism, ‘both -in
its open and: direct forms as well as

in its more indirect methods of neo- .

“colonialism: She has championed the

cause ‘of those African peoples still .

languishing "'under Europcan rule,
and from the very moment of her
“birth as an independent state ‘has
lived by the: rallying slogan of her
President;” Kwame Nkrumah
Ghana’s . mdepcndencc is meamnO-

| \ less unless all Africa is free.

> -She. has w‘been a leading ﬂwhtei
for\ Atru.anfumty, at the same. time
'emphasmm(r that this unity must

"'be based on African independence
and anti> m\perlahsm if it is to have '~
.She has been a con- |

any meaning, -
sistent ddvocate of -the cause of
peace, playing a- leading role .in
denouncmthhe Frencli nuclear wea-
pon tests in’ the Sahara, calling for--.
Africa to- be a nuclear-free zone,
and assemblinig at Accra the first
major Afrxcan peacé conference.
She has campawned for- all-African
trade 'union unity-and for the buijld-

ing up of st‘ronv African irade unions

* severed from all dependence on the

imperialist-oriented T.C.F.T.U.

- She has| established. firm~ econb- -
- mic relations with the socialist coun-

tries, especially with the  Soviet
Union. She has proudly nailed the
banner of soc1ahsn} to ‘her national
mast, at-the same time making clear

. that she is'basing herself on scienti-
- fic socialism, and that she . recog-

in ithe words of Pres1dent
“We have still fo lay the

nizes, |
NKrumah:

that

actual founddtxons upon YWhich s s0-
cialism can be built.”
The' totality :-of - these policies

~makes Ghana one ‘of--the leading’

"progressive  states _in Africa. It
equally “niakes her a ma]or target
of imperialist hostility ‘and intrigue.
The western press conswtenﬂy
attacks the Ghana Governmnent,
" falsely depicting it as tyrannical be-
.cause it- does mot hesitate to act
sternly against those reactionary,
self-seekmo elements in-.Ghana so-
c¢iety who “have shown their readi-

ness to ‘act as 1mpermhsms cat’ss’

.paws. .

Such- attdcks from the West, how-
.ever, far from turning
‘of. Ghana away from
their government in ‘its

supporting
courageous

CffOI’tS to . reconstruct the I‘lathﬂS'

economy and ‘uphold national so-

vereignty have: only served to stif-

fen. the people’s resolve to press

‘the “"Ilcople. _

onwards more energetically to ful-

filling: their historic tasks.
-UNITED PEOPLE
independence;

" Since. gaining

Ghana's pational leaders and the-

‘Convention People’s ~Party
‘striven to enhance the -authority of

the central government, to strength-

en national- unity in .thé face of
“repeated - imperialist atténipts

have |

to .

‘foster- tribal division, and te staff

the - Ghana, state’ institutions ‘with

patriotic Ghanaian citizens in place.

of the former cadres of British im-
peridlism. 1t had been the expe:

rience of, President Kwame Nkru-.
mah, even:in. the period before full

political independence -when he was

acting as. First Minister under con-
ditions of -internal selfgovernment,

that the British colonial officials and
civil _servants. working within t'hc.A
_state machine could not be “relied

upon to implement the . anti-colonial

measures_ which he desxred to mtro- )
.~ .'moval -of. British military . Oﬂ:lC?lo.

duce. . |

?"].a".ck--.WﬁdiS'

On the’ contrdry, they d1d evety—'

“thing’ they possibly ‘could. do delay; -

and " utterly :thwart' such proposals.

Writing -in."his autobxooraphy
G/zana in- 1956, President Nkru-
mah pointed out: “... it did not .

escape .my notice that . where the

,adan'HStl'dUVC service was concern--

ed, if a policy was- Jaid down’ for .
the officials by the Government with -
which they. disagreed, means were

adopted, by subterfuge or otherwise, .

‘to wreck: that policy. At other times .

1 wotld find that matters. I Wanted -
to be dealt ‘with. urgency, would
be delayed. . indefinitély . (because
they .were not approved of by some
of the officials) until.I had to inter-

. " vené-and get the job done.’

Pre51dent Nkrumah' stressed that
Brmsh civil ‘'servants in the' Ghana
administration did" not’ limit _their
efforts to' holding up the Govern-
ment’s plans. They actively worked
to weaken the Government and to
assist . the redctlonary opposition. ‘T

‘could: at ‘one time’, writes the Presi-
dent, -

almost guarantee that if there
was- any mover‘nent ‘afoot - against
the Government, every. attempt was

‘made.on the part of the: civil ser-
-vice

to'. enhance the opposition -

against - the Government.” .
From these ~experiences Kwame -

Nkrumah -drew the- correct ‘and.

_valuable lesson that “after any poli-

tical révolution, non-violent or- vio-
Tent,
immediately- on. coming to power,
clear out from the civil service all -
its old leaders. ” ‘My own expe-
rience- taught me ‘that by failing to
do sd, a revolutionary g%vcmment
tisks its own destruction.”

.Acting on the basis of this under-
sldndmg, the Ghana. Government
under the leadership' of- Kwame
Nkruniah and the Convention Peo-
ple’s: Party, ‘has set about cleanm
out _from the key positions in “the
State the old imperialist cadres and

‘placing all' the departments . under
_the confrol "of Ghanaian citizens:

This process has included the te-
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the. new government ‘should,
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‘out of a’total of

““ Ghana has been an outspoken opponent of imperialism,.

" both in

1

‘from _their comamnd -posts in 1961

and bringing. the armed forces firmly
under-Ghanajan hands: -
According to a statement by the
GhanaMinister: of . Defence, - Kofi
Baako, there -are not only -0.6 pet

" cent non-Ghanajans' :in - the . top

grades -in the civil, judicial and .po-
lice services. Further, every single
Ministry; Secretariat. and Depart-
ment -in ' the Civil Service is- now
headed: by an-African! In the police
service’ there~are now 148 African
superior “officers out. a ‘total. of
151 ‘ S :
In the statutory

the same. trend
is apparent; over forty-five of these,
sixty -are headed
by Africans. In the judicial system,
ail the fifteen Supreme Court -and
High Court Judges, eight Circuit
Judges -and. twenty-four District
Magistrates dre Africans: '

The - placing of the State and
administration firmly in Ghanaian,
hands has facilitated social and eco-
nomic progress and has enabled the
Ghana' people to -commence tackling

_ their immense task of reconstructing
_their economy and sO strengthening
their. national sovereignty. In pur--

suing these aims, the Ghana people
and their national
to narrow-departmental view of .eco-
nomics but have wisely related their

social and - educational programme:

to the major économic aim. °

In the field of health .an. impor-
tant- beginning has been made, with
stepping up of the provision, of hos-
pitals, clinics, and health facilities
and the training of doctors, mid-

_wives,. nurses, and dispensers. The

number of hospital beds in Ghana:
is now 6,500—still very limited for 2

population of 6% million, but already’

double the figure for 1960 and in-
creasing all the time. There are now
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) boards and cor-°
- porations- and . in other State-spon-
. sored organisations,

leaders have had -

its 'open and direct forms as well as in its more.
" indirect methods of ncfo-qb[o'nia_l/ism'.f"" o

R
|
i
}

—

the Government. . :

By the end- of. 1963 there -will be
pedrly fifty rural health centres. A
number of ‘Ghanaian women have

: thirty!two Thospitals* sulgsidiied by.

been sent overseas for medical train- _

.ing and for training as DUISES. Be-
“tween 1951 and 1961 the number
-of doctors trebled. Maternity. and
child welfare clinics are now_ 10 be
- established in more towns and cities;
and a National Accident. Insurance
Scheme . is  to._be inauguratéd. By

1970 it is intended that -there . should’
.- be one dogtor t0.every

10,000 peo-

ple. L
MAJOR OBSTACLES .

_ The money and 'ré'sbx}rce_g_ allo-

cated to the health . services 1n. 70

_ sedse regarded as a diversion .away

from the much ‘needed ecoponuc

effort. On the. contrary, it is gcgaxjd-
ed as very much linked to that etfort.

" ments:

.condary

labour force. is -‘incapable. of . con-
centration because of the low level
of skill’. ! I .

The expansion of educational faci-
lities, and the changing of the whole
pattern  of | education, have been
amongst the most outstanding inde-
pendent ' ‘Ghana’s. many achieve-
Tn 1957 when Ghana became
independent, she had; eighteen se-
schools ‘attended by only
3,000 ‘students. Today, she has
seventy-four secondary schools at-
tended- by
eigthi-fold: increase.

By the end of the mew- Seven:
Year Plan, the enrolment is intend-

“ed to be. 78,000. Between 1951

- Ghana, like all African ;countrics-

emerging from colonialism, has
found that widespread. ill-health
and malnutrition are major obsta-
cles to increased productivity by the
workers. Dr. Jozsef Bogpar, the
well-known Hungarian .economist,

who was invited, by President Nkra-

mah to participate mn drawing up
Ghana’s new *Seven Year Plan,
pointed out ater his visit fo Ghana
_that ‘improvements in health condi-
tions and in nutrition ,
preconditions for -raising the pro-
ductivity of labour’, .

The queéstion of education, too, is
seen very much ‘in terms of the
“‘needs of developing- the pational
economy. On this question, too, Dr.
Bognar has stressed’ ‘that
in skills, raising_ the level of the
training of the labour force...’ are
- essential if there is to be an increase
in ' labour . productivity.i. At . the
moinent, . he stresses, much of the

are part of the.

* dent’ body ¢f over
number-of teacher training colleges, .

‘training-

‘(when Ghana “first had a measure
of internal self-government and somie
possibilities ‘for improving educa-
tion) and 1961, the number of child-
ren in primary schools more than
trebled. During the period 1962-63
a further 1,412 primary and 239
middle schools were opened. By the
beginning of 1964 Ghana had over
7,000 primary ‘schools attended by
.1,200,000 children. By 1970 it is
planned -to have 2,200,000 at pri;

mary schools. Text books are now |
supplied’ frée to all’ approved pri-'

mary, middle-and secondary schools.

" Ghana now has three university -

institutions with a combined stu-

as well as research, institutés attach-
ed to the Ghana Academy of
Sciences. ’ LT

In contribution of the old-colonial
pattern in!which amiong the limited
number of Ghanaians able- to obs
tain unjversity education,-the empha-
sis was placed on law and the hu-

_manities;  the emphasis is now very -

much on science and| téchnology in

order that the educational -bodies'

can turn out an increasing ‘nimber

R

23,000 stqd;:n_ts, -a nearly.

3,000, and a -

[




_the long run soci

of qualified . people able to. partici-
pate more- directly:in production-and -
the development of the natiopal eco-
pomy. - ¢ o o »
Both industry and agriculture will
be equipped -with - a growing body
of cadres. Science has already been
- made, a basic subject iniall secon- -
“ dary schools and.is now being in-’
troduced into middle schools as-well.
One. of the -three universities; the
-Kwame  Nkrumah University of
Science ‘and. Technology, is placing
special émphasis on scientific and .in-
dustrial ‘training in order:to promote
technological progress in; Ghana: A
" National . Science ‘Museum:. will be *
opened:in; 1965. R : .
. "o the! new Seven: Year .FPlan
_ Ghana will spend- no-less. than: £61-
million on' education-—which. is:twice
as much as is allocated for health;
and three times ‘as: much as to: be
sperit on.housing: The’ Ghana. Go- -
_ vernment| takes the view that -the
-rapid training of skilled cadres is a-
-priority -question. .without . which
Ghana’s  economic—and ~ thus, "in
jal—progress will be
severely handicapped. o
. When-one: considers that' in: 1960
three-quarters: of the adult popula: -
tion had mever -been to school: it is,
_obvious -how- necessary is. this em-
_phasis which the Ghana Government
is. placing. on education. o
14 the decisive. field of the. pa~
tional - economy, . too, Ghana - has
made . impressive’ PrOgress. How
significant this -can
_if we. take into-account. Ghana's
economy, at the time of winning' po-
litical independence. - S
'When ‘Ghana became 2 sovereign
state in 1957 she bore. all the. hall-
marks of a colony in.the sphere of
her -economy. She’was mainly a
producer of raw ’materials—espe- :
* Gially cocoa along with timber, palm
_oil, diamonds, bauxitet. and ‘mange- -
mese.” | - CilToo oo
- These commodities: were pIo-
""duced'. not  in: accordance with.
.- Ghana’s; internal peeds: but for ex-
port in: their raw. state, 0 be pro-
_cessed.and enter industry and‘com-
"merce in the West. Ghana's mineral -
~wealth was dominated by big British
and iother western monopolies. Her
agricultural wealth, largely produced
by-individual peasant: producers; was .
purchased. cheaply by the big British

: tradingj:-monopoligs, much ' as ‘the

best be: judged

. DR KWAME NKRUMAH -~ - .

" ardent advocate of ‘Africa's liberation dnd unity..

United Afnca 'Company, a subsi- -
- - jmporting .necessary- f

diary of a giant firm, Unilever.

- Thus.Ghana prdduced raw mafe- )
" how, before the

rials in order to enrich . foreign
monopoly firms' to make excep-
tionally high’ profits. The low ' pur-
chasing price which the peasant
producers: had to accept from the
big trading firms which had a mo-
nopoly over “trade enabled these
firms, too, to make huge profits.

- Furthermore, !
concentration: on raw materials’ pro-
complete neglect of the domestic
production of foodstuffs. Traditional
subsistence agriculture was neglected
in -favour: of ‘cash crops such - as
cocoa, and Ghana was_compelled to

Ghana’s one-sided -

duction for export also meant @,

spend “millions of
: ood-stuffs. -
in his recent book, Africa Must
Uriite, President Nkrumah describes
Second World War,

the Ghanaian people were told by

‘the’ British- colonial- authorities ‘that
the. Ghana climate and soil were
unsuitable for cultivating potatoes. .

During the war, however, large num-
bers of ‘British troops were stationed
there. British troops
verbial - potatoe€s
thought of. To import large quanti-
ties, however, was out of the: ques-
tion ; in view of the desperate needs

"of war and the Nazi submarine

campaign, valuable -shipping space

‘could’ not
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without the pro-
“could” met be’

be devoted to importing -
potatoes. Consequently the British

pounds a year in -



authorities obtaincd a supply of secd
potatoes’ and throughout the war
grew potatoes in Ghana. '

As soon asithe war was ovel the
British authoritiés turned; back the

clock, and once -again discouraged

potato growing in
- specious plea

Ghana .on the

mate were not really suitable! The:

_deliberate discour agement of
Ghana’s food industry has meant
that,” to this day, Ghana has to
spend about >
iimports - on importing foodstuffs,
much of which she should be able
- to produce in Ghana. ‘

PN L2
1 PAST. PLANNING

_A further, and in some Ways much
more - serious, consequence of
Ghana’s -concentration on.a 1
minerals and crops for export was
the complete dependence on imports
for her . manufactured goods  and
‘mnachinery. Even ~elementary pro-
cessing was not carried-out domesti-

cally. Ghana was virtually without.

industry. " -

) "She exported palm oil—and irﬁﬁ
- ported soap, exported bauxite—and -

igported aluminium pots and’ pansf;
exported timber—and imported furt
" niture ‘and - paper ;”_exported hides

~and leather—and impprted boots

and shoes. She was (and still is) "the -

at the soi! and" cli~ - b
that { .- more rapidly than -prices of raw

-materials, especially "of agricultural

20 per cent-of all her.

few -

world’s largest exporter of - cocoa-;
beans, . but, every bar of chocolate’

or tin of cocoa had to be imported.
Ghana even had to spend hundreds

of thousands of pounds every yedr.

importing jute sacks into which to
Joad her raw cocoa for export !~

In  Africa “Must Uhnite Kwame

. Nkruniah points out that Ghana cx-

préssed her limes but had to export
the lime juice overseas where it was
_ bottled’; Ghana then - was obliged

“to import back .the bottled juice
made from her own expressed limes!

I

Ghdna was. no exception | In
Africa. All the new states, s t{ley
embark on their independent path,
find themselves almost completely
without - industry. Often_cven nails
-have to be imported.: = -

. The distortion® of Ghana’s eco-
nomy in this fashion—concentration
‘on raw materials for export to- the
6 - VOICE OF AFRICA

“detriment of domestic industry has

had - anothér serigus ‘consequense,

. one that is a familiar problem for

all newly developing countries.

Statistics over: the past fifty years”
show that. prices of industrial and -
manufactured goods tend to rise

items: On top of that, prices of raw
materials-are much more unstable,
so that even where they may: show .

3 significant rise in one yeat they
may, just as suddenly—owing to the
position of the world market or the
deliberate moves of the big capita-
list trading_monopolies deminating
capitalist tradeshow’ an "“arming
drop and throw into utter confusion
the estimates and plans of the deve-
loping countries. " e

* Where a .country’s economy is ;

based on exporting raW matetials
and importing practically all its
manufactured-'zoods and machinery
requirements, it faces a_losing bat-
tle. The price relationships of im-
ports: and exports become ever
miore’ unequal, and the country’s in-:
creased efforts to expand production
of raw"materials and increase the
volume .of exports only meet Wwith -
ever-decreasing . monetary - returns.

Thus the gap between itself and the

more advanced, industrialised coun- .
tries becomes wider and wider, In
the case of countries whose economy*
is largely dependent on one. crop Of,
niinerals, the-.hazzards are .even

greater. © :

Ghana, whose economy has been-

- mainly based on ‘cocoa. a Crop

whose worldly price has shown con-
siderable fluctuations in the past’two
decades, is particularly vulnerable.
By 1962; Ghana found that a vo-
lume of her exports which sold for
£100- in. 1954 were fetching, eight.

-years later, only £70 ; imports, for-

- merly valued at £100, were costing

£107.- This means that by 1962
Ghana was having to export. 50 per
cent more in_volume in.order to.
receive in return the same quantity
of imported -manufactures. -

Tn his - scssional address to the

- Ghana National Assembly - on" Oc:
tober 15, 1963, President Nkrumah
“ pointed out _that. during " the past

_and has -cstablished . a

’ . ’ g
" main. cocoa  scason: earmngs trom
thé ‘export of cocoa bcans was £67.

million, which was £2 million -less
than receipts:in 1961. although the
volume .of crops. .exported was 4
per cent higher than in the previous
year. . : oo

" DISTORTED STRUCIURE. -

Such a situation plays havoc with -

the balance of payments, jand is an
additional reason - why ,Ghan'au-is
making strenuous efforts to do
away . with

the distorted | cconomic

structure bequeathed to. h'cr by co- .

lonialism. :

Independent Ghana has begun to
transform her economy, {o end -her
dependence
duction, to:.develop imports subsi-
tution; to’ diversify her. agriculture

and grow more foodstuffs, and to lay-

the basis fo:tindustriaﬁsaﬁon.; 0

‘.I.n'carrying throilgh these radical
changes, the Ghana Government and.

on raw materials "pro- .

people have - found it'nc:ccssary to-

-take over a number of foreign enter-
prises, to initiate a state sector of the
~economy, [
- plans to strengthen state control ovel

to -draw. up; economic

trade, to encourage both producer

and marketing co-operatives and to

diversify external .trading
in particular in the direction of the
socialist ¢ountries.

" 'In the field of import

Ghana has already registgred imipor-

tant successes. She<is manufacturing -
a number of goods from her own,

raw materials .which™ were’ formerly

produced only for export,. and’ is
_thus deéveloping 'a- whole range of

light industries.

Ghana ‘now 'manufactures furni-

ture, timber products and ‘tissue pa:
per froni her own ample supplies of

timber ; she even exports some lincs

-of furniture and tissues paper. Soap
is now being produced-from Ghana

soap factory recently established at
Téma by the big firm, Lever Bro-
T A,

.Ghana ‘how. grows ‘her own j_lite,
“factory at

Kumasi, which is now|turning .out

relations,

‘subs'tilutio.u' -

_raw materials by the new £2 million

‘sacks: Eventaally it will provide half - -




; 1

of Ghana’s annual requirements. Of.

cocoa sacks. Ghana is also building:!
- two factories: for processing cocoa
(one at: Takoradi ‘and the other at
~Tema), and aims,
. Seven Year' Plan, which goes into
operation this year,.to ‘be exporting
half her cocoa in

choslovakia, | a :£1,700,000 state-
owned- shoe :factory” is being ‘con-

. structed at Kumasi. Its annual out--

_put by-1965. will be two million
pairs of shoes. .~ " oy

. Among other - light industries
already ‘in- operation . are
-pails, cigars,. bricks, boats and bis--
cuits. Fuither- plans include a fish
cannery, four fruit and vegetable
canneries, and a’ £1;600,000 factory
for ‘bleaching, dyeing and printing

grey- baft. Glass is to be produced, -

and. Ghana will thus ‘be able to
‘bottle. her own lime juice. - = -
Two other projects expected -to”
.go info operation in' 1964 are a-
meat processing factory and packing
- plant. A new rubber factory, to pro-
duce - 300,000 - canvas shoes and
200;000- beach: sandals a month, is
under  construction in Accra-and is
-expected to go into production this

. November. Ins. this = connection,
Ghana is developing her own rubber
production. - o

 With the aid. of the State Farms

Corporation which - plans to have
30,000 acres. given over to -rubber
. cultivation the next few years, -and
the United Ghana Farmers’ Coun--
¢il Co-operatives whose. seventy-

eight rubber co-operatives aim to

have - a rubber acreage of 100,000
acres by the end. of 1964, Ghana
will soon have adequate - supplies
of home-grown rubber to feed into-

the new. £600,000 Tubber processing -

factory to be built-at Abura. This
will- pave the way for a number of-
other industries maKing tyres, foot-
wear, belts.and so on. Two sugar
refineries are also being built.

laid on the outskirts of Accra of a
factory for . producing prefabricated

" houses. With Soviet technical assi-

* stance, it “should .be completed -in

". about a year’s time and will provide’

. about 1,000 room units per . day.

Tnitially ‘it

by the end of her:

) processed form.
instead of raw. With help from Cze- -

1 -output of '
-products a day, and 2 fishmeal and
matches, -

' cocoa,

22,000 workers in’ Accra and self-
contained community dwellings for
about 11,000 people in the new port

of Tema. The Soviet Union is also

assisung Ghana to establish a. gold .
- refinery. : . B
The .Ghana Government and ‘the -

Soviet Unioni have signed a contract
for ‘the constrction of complex of

fishing: industries at Tema. Tne con-
tract provides “for a fish-canning

factory, to produce 20,000 cans a
day, ‘a fish-smoking factory with an
six tons of various fish
grease plant which will produce up
day. -

" AIM OF PLAN

- The combination of these projects

~'will ‘provide-Ghana with an integra-

ted fishing industry which- will, in

the near future, save the importation

of £5 million worth of fish" pro-
ducts a year. . . 7

The -policy of the Ghana Govern-
. ment and

the proposals of the Seven
Year Plan are. intended to caify
Ghana -beyond' the phase of “merely

producing consumer goods from her -

present raw materials. The aim is,
according to the Plan, to. make

Ghana ultimately ‘a predominantly -
industrial trading country’. Primary.
products, -such ‘as’ cocoa .and mine-. |

rals, ‘which have formed the core
of our fortunes for -the past sikty
years must gradually be replaced
by the products of ‘nedium .and
heavy manufacturing industry’. .

The purpose behind. this. goal of -
- industrialisation is the "creation of

‘a Socialist society*in which the in-
dividual Ghanaian will be able to en-
joy a modem standard of living in

. his home supplemented by an advan- °

ced level of .public services outside’.

-And it is the expectation that ‘signi- .

ficant progress’ in this direction will
bé achieved during the next twenty

A ! . years.
. A foundation has_recently been

In.the first stage, which is covered.

by. the present Seven Year Plap—

_staple consumer goods - and basic

building materials . will be supplied

from domestic resources. During this.

period,” too, ‘the” main exports—

Toa
Cy .

will provide houses for .

minerals, timber—will - in- -

.cr.easingiy be: 'pro,ce'ssed" before, €x-

port, so.that ‘eventually (inana ends

“her- dependence on theé export or

raw materials; which will’ graually
take second place in the ¢xport pat- -’

tern.: . -

In the second stage of industriali-
sation, which will follow the comple-.
tion of the present Seven Year Plan;
concentration will be on basic in-.
dustry, ferrous. and non-ferrous -me-
tals, chemicals, fertilizers and syn-
thetics. After that, Ghana will move

~‘over to machine and other heavy

industries .and -commence her mas-

sive ;ingiustrializati_on' stage. -
‘to 30 tonms- of raw fish products a ' *

That these are not just idle

' dreams can’ be gauged from- the.

achievements already marked up by -
Ghana ‘and’ the * provisions being
made in the Seven Year Plan. Cen- -
tral to Ghana’s indiistrial growth

. is the“Volta River Project, which
. is not to be considered simply as 2

means of providing hydro-eléctric
power, but as an all-purpose scheme -
affecting the economy as a whole.

Electric power is, of -course, of -key .

‘importance. In-a recent ‘message to - .
-the National "Assembly "

President

Nkrumah pointed out: -~
~ ELECTRICITY.

. “The abundant subply of electrical ‘

power will-bring light to thousands
of homes in the country-side where’

"darkness now  prevails. Tt will make

available power - practically at the
doorsteps of businessmen .and enter- )

preneurs in urban areas, and offer -

them..a powerful stimulus’ for the
‘modernization of existing - industries
and the:development of new ones.

* The increased use of electricity will
help to reduce the foreign exchange .

expenditure on imported fuel oil.
The production of aluminium ingots
will add to the range -of Ghana’s
exports and stimulate a-greater -de-
velopment- -of our rich- bauxite . re-

‘sources. -

In -ad_dition, through  the: creation

of a vast artificial ‘lake, the Project -
will also, help to develop-a System -
of inland transport and navigation,

‘and will make possible the creation -
ofa ﬁshlv_industry' and ‘irrigated agri-.

* (Continued- on_page 10)"
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-using crops such as sugarcane,

Ghana's Econom) g

¢ (Continued from page :‘7) .
culture, comprising heavy: -water-
¢ ‘rice-
and . -irrigated cotton. The , wholg

-, scheme’ will -also encourage {lic con- -

“gtruction of new urban areasyj th

" Akosomba Dam, and 40 per

Tema -Igarbour and Tecina l'o“(nsexip,\
constructed from Ghana’s ownjre-

_sources at a cost of £30 anillion, is

‘scen as akey part of ‘th¢ whole
Project. ’ ' 1o .

Work is now proceeding|on the
ét'e'm of
the dam has alrcady been construc-

. ted. The original estimated .

“million Tema refinery

i)st of -
over £70 million has -now been cut .
o £56 million. Preparations are 4lso
being - considered, scarch s béing
made for oil, and a nuclear research
imstitute being established. .

} Gharla’s chemical industry—essen-
tial for compiehensive industrializa-.
tion—is favoured by the substan-
tial resources of salt: and the £8%”
(onc of; ithe:

_six largest in Africa) is expected to

make available raw materials for a
petro-chemical indusiry. ‘This refi-
nery s cxpected (0 pracess up (o
one- miflion metric tone of .crude:

_ oil during its first year of opetation.

By -next-year Ghana hopes t0 be .

N producithO',OOD tons of slf:cl-\from‘-

this achievement,.

sceap at her, small steel plunt—\—and-

-this is thought to ‘be suflicient. to

make in-Ghana most’ of. the simpler .
steel plant (which will cost ibout
£1,700,000), Ghana hopes Lo jexploit .
the' ores in he Shiene arcaj With'
Ghana by 1970, -

“should have: laid “the basis for a

modern iron and steel industry. -
Thus. in three fields essential for

: industrialization—power (oil igcﬁ‘p@cry :

zix';d _eleclric‘ily), chemicals.; and '1r,on
:and . slecl-—Ghana’s Seven:’ | Year

< Plan will”carry her a decisive step
. £ ( -

_Ghana’s- plans_for “econoriig

forward:: <o A
B . . b . . 1o .
.- Whatis ‘of spectal imporiancc i
_deve:

Sta

“lopmént is the key tole bein%’pl:{%'_efé
e, Ttig:

by the government and
Staje contl’pu(;State_

state . initiative.

: planning-and State finance iwhich is
- “decisiver Ghana's national’ _1‘1cacllers'
~fylly-undersiand the indigenous;ca-

i pitalism -deft 1o itself,

anid:social revolution Which Ghana’#™

will tnever

‘bring about the necessary ‘economi

10" VOICE OF AFRICA \ R
R Nt i

~million. F A

“come from :p

development; requires. And neither is

© the Ghana Government prepared; to
. leave things entirely to foreign capi-

talists. R ;

On 'the . contrary, it has taken
steps to. bring a pumber of foreign
enterprises in ~ Ghana " under - the

ownership and control of the State:.
“These .include shipping, cable and.

wireless, civil aviation, five: of -hte.
seven " British-owned ' mines . (though
thé richest, Ashanti Goldfields; is
still in-private
mond firm, and _the big Leventis
Store. oo :

“‘Apart from nationalizing these:
undertakings, which from an essen-
State sector -of; the!
the -Ghana Government |

tial pdrt of the
economy,
has also broken_foreign. monopoly
control over the buying of cocod 1n

Ghana. Until: three years. ago,’. thie”
ny (a subsi-.
- diary of the, giant Urnilever Trust),

United Africa’ Company

and other big foreign’ firms baught
their cocoa.dircct from the farhiefs
and -delivered it to the.Cocoa Mar-
keting Board. From this they made
millions of pounds profit: a -year.
The cocoa then -went. (o London

-where again British firms made huge

profits from the sale .of the cocod
on the world markef? Now the cocod
farmers, through their Ghana Cocoa
Co-operative Society,
to the Cocoa Marketing Board in
Ghana ;. and the sale of cocoa’ for

the world market is,now centred - on_

Ghana instead "of London. *

o

Thus the policy of the Ghana' Go-

the Convention;Peo-

. )

vernment and

ple’s Party,is to push forward. the
State.  sector - of “the economy, - to°

Jaunch special state projects;inith
fields -which are decisive ~for =
development, of - the national €cot
my, -and (o, cnsure; by {ecanomic

planning, that resources including:
foreign: capital, are ,_mainlyvf‘dlrve'_cte
. to -those - énterpriscs which

Ghana’s interests: and ‘not jus

fivestment; planned underthe;
Year . ‘Plari—-£1,016.5 million
Ghygna~ state ~ will 'uyndertake

The, tenaining £540° 1 lio
ivate: investmen
million‘of t
the # rel

" (Contin

hands), a-Dutch dia-.

“sell’ directly -

are- in:
i st those:
of’the. foreign investor. Of - the" total

: e

s

[ SO

“divisions
and

| c?_a\l'serviccs‘.

trations: . “have’

ected

n;

S S|

. s (Continued [roin plieviaus page)
: e i

‘coloured ,
inakes it-easter to cxploit all workets,
na matier, whal -iheir colour. .

Far ‘trom increasing the shortage
fo homes, schools aild jobs, the col-
coloured . immjgrants are of great:
“eralue to the British economy and so-

il lodsitigs; and _
ayhigher rents even than white

Y

of ~blaming Coloure!d ‘immigrants
for (his-situation. = | .

* This .antagonism is'a gift to Tory
leaders and the -interests of big mo-
nopoly.. They: welcorhe friction and
1s - between

British ;workers
L

impigrants, for it ’

-+Without thent thé ‘London - iubes f
‘and the railway and- bus. scrvices
all over the country
even -biggér problen
services would facg
shortage of staffs C (
grants, also-work . in” foundries and
_enginecrifg factorieg. . . ¢ .

On  building - sites . they provide
fnany . more houses
_possibly: occupy tHemselves. -With-
out coloured doctors ‘and - nurses.
British hospitals would be faced with
a far imore serious crisis. -
*’ Colodred: imniigrents are ‘making
an indispensable contribution o the

would be with  §
s.and the postali
a much woise
Coloured immi-

‘than they cdn

British economy . and social: sefvices.
They are.also active in their trade
1 uhions,-and  in’strikes
: “stood
<houlder "with British workers. -

and-demons-’
shoulder. to

Yet: they: are mplroméq in '.lhci.r
aily lives all forms of racial discri-
ire’ generd ly: excluded from
~-and:

forced 4into " the

it colour they are
s jof- advertised flats
are often oblige

ced to clubtoger
dijapidated short-
arc.often crowded-
(liefe . is nowhere
Jive: T .




. £476 million; -to

. Government | will include * £240 mil-
fion -of foreign loans and. grants.
Thus. of the planned total.of £1,016

" million, £340 " million, -in. the form
.of investment, loafis and grants . will
corne from:iabroad ; -£67€ millien
- will be'raised -internally. :

- . A Warning-

Draft -agfecmerits' with “socialist’

" countries “already’ provide:for loans
totalling about £100 million. But
loans and investments from the West
~will also berequired—and sought—
if the total planned.investment, is
to.be reached. . N

: The dgmgéts of too much reliance
on western capital are obvious, and
. President Nkrumah 3 well aware of

'them. He. has rightly warned

i

Private foreign investment from-

" abroad is...open t0 a number O

objections. First, the private inves: . -
tor paturally wishes to make as large-

a profit-as; possible_ and the. types

- of industry:and ‘trade in which the

* largest profits can be made are pot
necessarily jthe -ones which would.

. ‘serve the interests of Ghana.....
Secondly, .the_ foreign investor na-
turally wishes to export as much. of

| his profit as possible to his own
; home ' country.” e
' -Our interest is that profit from
- industry’ should
into Ghana so as to develop further
“industry. Finally, if -we rely exclu-
sively of -even largely upon private
" foreign ‘invéstment for our indus-
irialisation, we would in fact become
politically and ‘economically depen-
‘dent upon: expatriate interests. -In-
deed, all we should. be doing would
be to reintroduce colonialism in ano-
-ther guise. (Broadeast to the nation,

- December 22, 1961.)

Ghana has: suffered too much in

the past from imperialist investment

. pot to be aware of its character. In
a speeclin September 1963, on the

_ occasion of ppening the soap factory
at Tema, 'President Nkrumah- re-
minded his audience: .. .“When
external capital is mierely .applied
for, the purpose of obtaining 2 quick:
-profit ‘it - more. often - impoverishes
rather. than enriches the .country in

" which it-is invested.’ o

e
|
;
1]

be. invested: by the ;

be  ploughed -back -

"“For eéxample,
-.exportation of mineral ores_through

~.the use. of jmported machinery and’

- by -the employment of low pad-la-

bour is of no.material benefit to. the
“people of the country concerned.

- Ultiﬁl_étély‘ the ﬁﬁneral resourées

. of the colonial country are exhau-
- sted -and the imported machinery. is

Temoved elsewhere, or scrapped.
The labour that was employed,

.having been paid only a subsistence,
wage, will have -accumulated Do sa- .

vihgs. Thus nothing remains upon
- which future developments can be
_ based. T :

- This was ope of the commonest
types
- lonial
found, unfortunately, in some inde-
pendent African States.

- 1t is a"type of investment we are
pot ‘prepared fo tolerate. )

New Attitude 7" _

Foreign invc::stors ‘;nﬁst»?coday fit
their investment to suit the ‘overall
* plan for ' the development of our

economy. i L .

" They saust’ maintain a high level
impart techni-’

‘of employment and
cal ‘skill ‘to the Ghanaians whom
they employ.” . o
. Ghana is therefore doing her best
to"ensure first that foreign  invest-
ments are directed to those projects
in¢ which Ghana herself is interested.
Sécondly, by financial and taxation
- policies, to compel foreign investors
to plough back a reasonable propor-
tion into Ghapa’s industry, instead
"of exporting nearly all their profits.
.Thirdly, to reject those offers which
are -accompanied by conditions or
strings. which impinge."on Ghana’s
. sovereignty or lay her open to later
ecopomic difficulties. = :

~ The case of the Tema oil i:e_ﬁnery :

is of special interest here. This £8%

million refinery was built for Ghana.

by , the Ghapa-Italian Petroleum
Company, or Ghaip. for short. To
develop  her industry . Ghana must
-have oil: ‘It is as important for in-
" dustry as water is for.-human exis-
tence *, Nkrumah has pointed out.

the extraction and -

of capital ‘investment in co-’
Africa and it "is still to be

_include waxes,

~ top priority.

The £2 million soap factory at:
Tema will be owned by Lever Bro- ..

Yet, if Ghana was ‘not to en-

-danger her -independence, it was :

essential fo:obtain .a refinery which
would come under -Ghanaian con-

is £3,400,000, which is provided by
two Italian “firms  A.GILP. and
JANIC. L

Howéver",‘.‘SO per cent of all pr(;):_

fits of Ghaip will go- to-the Ghana
Government. - Further, ~after - ten
‘years' operations, Ghaip will auto-

matically transfer, 50 per cent of its

‘share capital to the: Ghana. Govern-
ment, which is to appoint .the Chair-
man and half. thg members of the

the Ghana Government finds it ne-
cessary to, strengthen its ‘control still

~

_every possibility of doing so. |

' Meanwhile thé Téma refinery will
- be producing valuable solids liquids
-and -gases

coke and

- clude, both - patural gas and organic

chemicals ; and liquids will -be pe-..
- diesel - fuel, - kerosene, Tubri -

trol,
¢ants, motor- oil,. etc.: By-products
will make -possible the manufacture
of synthetics (plastics and téxtile fi-
bres) as well as the _production of

fertilizers which, on Presideg%Nkru- )

mah’s instructions, are to be\given

_thers, but this, after. all, is not as
oil is, a:key to" Ghana’s economy.
‘No 6ne owning a soap factory .can
seriously ~endanger Ghana’s econo-
my, and the question -of direct Go-

vernment control is mot- so impor-

tant here. . .
At the same time, Ghana will

benefit greatly. The Govetnment is .

trol. The authiorized capital of Ghaip -

. Board of Directors. If and when.
further ,over . Ghaip, it will have .-
For Ghana. Solids will "~

carbon ‘and asphalt, °
‘briquette ; - gases will in- °

expected to save about £2 million " -

'a year which she has to spend -at

present on importing soap. Last-year,

of soap ‘at a cost of £2,7 million.

in fact, Ghana imported 24,000 tons

Thus; even where foreign ‘c.:zip'ital .

is allowed in, whether in joirt pro- -
jects with the Ghana Government, OF
.in purely private ventures, the Ghana .

tries to.ensure that the’

Government
Ghana- eco-

- benefits accruing to- the

-y
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. tive . aspects.

-riomy outweigh any dangers or nega-
Foreign' capital will
continue for a tinc to niake pro-
fits by exploiling
but Ghana’s economy will  benefit

too. - . :

Thie development of economic re-
lations with socialist countries is,
undoubtedly of assistance 10 Ghana.
The Soviet Union will help establish.
{he Bui dam, the nuclear reaclor,
‘the gold refinery. the factory for
“prefabricated

" fish canning industry. It has sent a

“yey. which,

large tecam of surveyors 1o carry-
through .a thorougl1. gevlogical sur-

- cover further nirieral  wealth in

Ghana. L

Assistance .

i
f
t
|

The Soviet Union has agreed 10

" ting -a metallurgical

*industry mentioned above,

. ! . i . i
examine the expediency of construc-

manganese
‘tractor. assembly plant
itself. “Soviet
set up two state farms growing rice
and another cullivating maize. Ex-
perimental cotlon growing
undertaken with a view
bilities of State farms in this field
also. In addifion to the fish canning
Soviet

in Ghana

* technical assistance and trawlers are

being provided o help expand

fishing in Ghana walers

- cotton mill.

£

_machine tools.

: hydro-elé:ctric

Oy

“ment for an
-a . shipyard.
. China grants.a

.+ Other socialist countiies are also

expanding \heii - relations - with
Ghana. Poland will supply equip-
iron-smelting plant anc
‘An agreement with
loan of £7 million
Gliana 1o receive
forging and pressing
machinery, agricultural implenients,
instruments and ‘electrical
ces and machinery:
road construction.

which enable

A £2.500,000 credit fro;n ‘Hun-

go lowards: establisring

cand . steampower
plants, canning factories, flour
mills, irrigation plants. an incande-
scent lamp factory, an
cable factory. and a pharnmceuticnl

éary will

factory. Ghana will also obtain from
* Hungary, diesel

locomotives and

2. VOICE OF AFRICA

|

-
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Ghanaian Jabour:

housing parls and the"

it s cxpected, will un--

and/or ferro-,
iplant, -and’ of ‘building a".

help is- being given fto.

is being, -
1o the possi-

and beyond.
“Soviet assistance is -also giveh 0.

. help build a paper factory, and a,

applian-.”,
for building and-

aluminium -

railway
granting

which in
shoe, faclory previous

-will pro

coaches. Czechoslovakia 1S

credits for ~ £3 million
addition to the boot and
ly - mentioned,

vide - hydro-electfic power..
plants, . motor~ and cycle plants,. @’

leather tannery and a number of

hospitals. An economic agreement”
has. been  signed recently  with
. Rumania. ‘ -

In connection with a numberb of

“projects

being built with assistance

from the socialist counfries provi-

Sion is being made for the training
of Ghanaian* lechnicians who " will

eventualy be- able to
. technical management and running.

take over the

\ot the enterprises. o
‘For example, ninety-two Ghana-

jans are

at present in the’ Soviet

- Union. studying maring engineering,

* refrigeration. ‘electronics - engineer-
radib eéngineering in~order .

ing and
. 1o help
trawlers.

1t has

viet Union will give

“help o

\technicians for industry, .
and building, Special schools to be
set up-for ;
tually have a combined  student °

body of

Ghana’s

iAs a'iresult of
past period, -of

people,
planning
with the
" relations
and the'

investments from the major capltal :

ist countriés, Ghana has. made sig--

nificant.
speech .

run Ghana's new fishing

been report
Ghana special
train - skilled workérs .and

this purpose will even-

5,000. to A6,000.

-

g Majoergr‘esé T

- Al this will’ contribute consider-
ably . towdrds - the fulfilment of

‘Seven-Year Plan.
‘its efforts in ‘the
the work " of -its
the initiative,
of its’ State, combined
building of closer economic
with the socialist countries
judicious use

industrial progress. In “his
to. - the

Mssembly on October 15, 1963, the

Ptr sident was.able, t0 declare :
. {Already ~ we

have established

- forty-five industrial projects, thirty-

- three of

owned;, the rest
by the :State-and
-Thirty-six’ more
are -under examination or in cons-

-truction.

i
:

which are completely state.

are owned, jointly
private enterprises.
industrial- projects

d that the So-

agriculture’

‘drive and

of loans and -

Ghana National .

- Agriculture Making
“Progress t00 °
. " The natural emphasis on industry

does pot mean that Ghana'is neg-
lecting her agriculture. This, too, is

" to receive special attention under the

Seven-Year Plan. The main lines of
change already under. way.are first,.

to expand food production in order

to cut down the heavy expenditure
on food imports which, at £26 mil-’
lion last year, Were three times
above the level oOf ten years ago. -

Secoridly, “to feed ‘the
growing population, | especially as
more of it will be- urbanized and en-

raf)idly .

gaged in . the expanding, industry, .

“and to increase and improve the
people’s’ diet. Thirdly, - to provide
more_industrial crops for Ghana’s
industry. And

_tion of those.ilems which, in raw or
processed _state, can find export
narkets-and so add 10 ‘Ghana’s
.overseas earnings.

There is no intention of abandon-
“ing the valuable cocoa production,
for this still -a major
dependence

.

fourthly. to diversify ~
agriculture and expand the produc-.

cand a more, all-round  agriculture.

created alongside a thriving indus-
-try. The fact that'a Ghanaian far-

. ‘mer produces only: enough food for

‘one and a half’ people compared
with twelve in the United States in-

. dicates the . key iu;porgance_:‘of-ih-“

creasing the production of food-
stuffs. o i

Development  of livestock, fish,
 rice. maize and sugar is to be en-
couraged, and fruit and vegetables
to -feed the pew
grown.

There are now 105 State_farms.
mary of them being experimental
stations taken over from the former

Department Of Agriculture and the
defunct - Agricultural Development
Corporation. >
_nature, at this stage. of pioneering
efforts. They will ‘enable experience
to. be gained .in large-scale cultiva-
tion; assist the (raining of agricul-
tural technicians, and, with the help
_of the Youth Work
_to ‘clear new land:

. 4 i
; !

. ) ;

i

canneries will 'be;
! -

These are rather in the .

Brigade, help-

earner. But '
on cocoa will.be ended.




| . .ing attention; and 2 Food Marketing

. The maiﬁ Iespénéibility_,for eX-.
panding 'Ghana’s agriculture:.how- -

ever, will fall
ducers. They. :
Government with $cientific . advice,

machine. and {ractor stations; better.

- seed and livesock; and. larger credit :

facilities.

_marketing . -purposes-but’ als

actual production. lr_;_,‘-mixed

farms. There dr

“ther seyenty-eight co-operativ
ber plantations and & larg

rative coconut farm. ln_;copoa;t,hf;r‘ i existence of:foréign. capital need not

-are still, many-
size.  farmers
labout, but’ to-operative: farly
very. marked here,"t00:| C
speech, opening & three-day. ¢
- rence of the United Ghina: F
Council “/Cg-operatives; P
Nkrumah' stated Fithe \
. now about 1,000 co-operative:farm
‘in Ghand. : B

- The distribution ‘of -food dand: th:
regulation «qf prices: ar¢ also recel

d

Board has | been- set ‘up -for these

purposes; In the ‘field of trading the

Governiient set, up 2 Ghana - Na-,

tional Trading Corporafion:in 196L..

“become  4.sefious

ithat ithere" were:

[

i

& .

'priyat_e - capité} ff:or‘ _'sm_all'ér éxvltéyp-

> . -prises. But  this p i -
on’ the  peasant ‘pro=- P 3ut this pattern’ 1s 1ot re

will be assisted-by the,

"garc_led as’something which will- be
permanent. ‘The ".Seven-Year Plan .

eniphasises. that Ghana has ‘chosen-

‘the’ socialist. form -of society-as the -

-objective of ‘her social and.economic

. L - development; ‘ani in pursuancé “of
Syl et Lo S thiseaimy € g . R
Co-operatives are being encourag- - 13 cvery encouragement will
ed amongst farmers not .pnly. for’

be given, in both Jindustry and agri-
‘culture, to the | éxpansion -of” the-
‘State “ and jcoioglierative “SeCtors.”’,

Gliana’s’ economy will-remain in .

. privite. capifalist: hands is not in “it-

self“necessarily 4--danger. Even:the

_ i§" threat. "As long as
the” Government-.and ‘the national
idership ‘are g::lear and determined
" avoid: the. path of normal .capi- -
lopment, as. long as they
-the workers and peasants
sthem ;in taking' this path,
tep: by step, they can-circum--
the limits of foreign capitalist
an‘d_j,eve'ntual]y take - it. over
it-out at-a time and under
“which -are .most - appro-
imilarly, domestic capitalist
welljcan be kept in:check

sctib
SeCto

In 1962,‘theGoVernmqhttbbught;.up_ Thands

 the big trading firm of :A. G. Leven-..
is, and added this to’the National :-
Trading: Corporation. | This: .Corpo-
i | import, trade.

ration NOW: handles.;
with the! socialist countries. in-addi-

~a State  Insurance

Srbd
" Thus |Ghana’s,

- tion, ‘Ghana ‘has a;St,a_;e,‘Banl{' .an‘d .

- Corporation:

- compreheiisive way. [The. planning
cannot yet be allzembracing, owing

to the fact that a coﬁsidérabl_e‘ sec-

tor. of the.econonty is still in- private
hands, both -domestic:
Statistics, ‘are :not:
enough' to enable; completely scien-
tific planning . techniques: : o “be
utilized. But - the” foundations: f

Ghana’s &économic; rebe
well lai O

“The ! present  pattern: of
economy is’ based-on- fiv
" State; |/ co-operative
- and-foreign, foreig
large - undertakings);-

L

e hfomii;’ ‘progress::
is beingiol:ganis_ed}m a p,lanncc_l?and:f'

and foreign. .
‘too; - are i nofkyet “fulls.

‘the operation

a‘i1{1s.f’__ C i R
~In’line’ with - this’ objective. the
plan lays-down a three-fold strategy: .

(1) to speed ‘up the rate of growth
- of the, natjonal economy; (2) to em-
~bark .on the socialist transformation
~'of .the economy through the  deve- .

lopment of ‘the

O] the state and co-opera-
‘tive sector;. and

(3) to liquidate the -

,cpIOnialc's_lru:ct'ur_é: -of the economy

y.the® ilevel‘(‘)' sment of; modérn _in-

-dustry: “Asignificant basic principle

£ the: plan ‘is that ‘the -growth rate

£:the’ public isector . must ‘always
‘the:

0O

‘dgriculture and indus--
ihe whole character
the fact that whereas

. building -a: modern,

.. "tien for ’
v, sv, - Africd.. -
fea fe that .

“the on of h mixed €conomy.
‘leads’to" the socialist transformation *
“and tot:to the defeat’of iour: socialist

" nomic, Pprogress. ‘
- years of independence she has begun

‘owth ' rate of “the pri~

in  the period 1951-59 no, less than
90 pef cent.of Govérnment invest-;
ment was ir. the non-productive sec-
tor; this will ‘be reduced ‘under ‘the’
plan” to - 62.7 -per cent, “while - the -
productive :sector . will' be “allocated .
,373 pet- cent of the Government
investments,” Almost four tintes that
of the previous period: o

N miust b’é .appreciated that for: -
a small country such as Ghana, with

PRI [ o - under seven ‘million people, and an .
The -fict,: that,-for ‘a - time,. much *

economy left
state by: colonialisny,

in.a most backward |
the “task .of

] industrialised -
economy, is enormous. . -, :

" For. this reason’ alone, apart.from
the most - pressing political -needs,
Ghana-would much prefer to be
. carrying . thfough - her économic
changes as part of a. united Africa -
which would enable all the resources .
of manpower and materials in " this
vast continent to’

communicationsto be co-ordinated, -

for hydro-electric stations to be™..”
_created “on- a  planned continental

basis makirig a regional grid system
possible, _economically strategic re-.’
gions—in short for the -economy of
the whole: continent to be co-ordi- -
n_ateg}',.an_d ‘planned: R
" ‘While ptessing, for African unity,
however; Ghana i§ not standing stilli

She is ‘pressing ahead and; in many- ;-
“Tespects; making herself an inspira- .
her ‘developing States .

" Mich. remains to be done, there -
are many obstacles to'be overcome
“and  wéaknesses 1o be. eliminated.
_But Ghana. is’ making—and will
\continue to: make—iniportant -€co-. )
In six and a half

to ‘break- up -the .former colonial
pattern_of, the economy, and take
her. first: careful, but: firm- steps to-
wards ' bécoming a modern, indus-
trialized couritry. She is diversifying
her economy. extending her agricul-
ture from its one-crop pattern, build-
“ing her light industries, and laying
the basis for heavy industry. -

CExpressive of -+ her * economic
growth is the present ‘level. of her
average 'per capita income.
Nations sources now estimate’it at
$245 ayear compared with 3110
for West Africa- as a whole, $65 -
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be..pooled, ~for. . ot

United ..



Imperialist Hold

"in West Africa, gained its in-

. dependence’ in: August, 1960. Tmpe-.
7 rialist interests however weré jea-

. lously guarded by their puppet
President Leon M’ba allowed the
French monopolies to continue plun-
dering the natural - wealth of his
country. .

* - The _e%t}irje economy of this small
“state is virtually controlled -by big

financial concerns like the Banque -

_de Paris et de Pays-Bas, Union
Parisienne, ' the banking houses of
Rothschild, Schneider and Morgan:

Moreover, the neo-colonialists are
destroying one of the. chief sources
of Gabon’s wealth—the. okume tree

‘. which, in |great demand on the

" world market, is_being exported at
-the rate of a million tons a year.
The Moanda manganese, deposits,

onte ‘of the: world’s largest, are €x- -
ploited by ‘the Compagni€ Miniere .
de I’Ogooue with'the participation

of U.S. and Britain capital.

“‘Gabon’s iron ore is mined by the -

Societe de Mine de fer de Mekambo
which ‘is controlled by France and
.the’ United; States. Various mono-
"'poly corporations are also extract-
ing oil (890,000 tons in 1963) and
gold 1,118 kg in 1963). - -
~ Gabon’s uranjum deposits are of
particular “interest - to. the French
neo-colonialists.” The entire . output
~goes to the French atomic energy
commission. Gabon uranium went
into the making‘of the French Atom

bomb. °

- The French imperialists, w_hb are-

extracting | fabulous profits from.

Gabon; have ' always -endeavoured

to depict that country'as a model of
political and . economic stability.

. They invariably held it up as an

example of. co-operation within the

European /African framework: which .

, it is: alleged ensures ‘the people a
* high standard of living.

- True, according:to official statis--

tics average income per capita in

Gabon is 3’?,000 African francs a

¢ year, which is more than in- many
. African countries.

~ However, if one deducts 'fr6m this
figure the inordinately high incomes ¥
Car 4 )
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, African francs a year.

- on Gabon. Economy .

.\A.BON', ?a form_ér. French colony -

-1a-month each and 150,000. goes.

temporarily to

\

of the Europeans who hold all ‘the*

skilled jobs, the-average-income for’
the -Gabonian will drop to - 20,000

But this: figure too
the whole story. It should “be re-
membered that Gabon, with its po-
pulation of 450,000, pays- its ‘Presi--
dent 800,000 African francs a
month, its 12 Ministers get 350,000
to
each of its 165 Deputies in Parlia-
ment, The majority of the popula-
tion subsists on an average of 500-

- 600 African francs a month, a’sum

equivalent to what a European in
Libreville. pays for a single meal.
. This state of affairs has aropsed

deep dissatisfaction among all sec- -

‘tions of the population.. :

The action -taken by a group of

oung - officers on February 18
which, -backed by a. section of ‘the
Gabon army, forced the President
to resign and turned over the power
a government headed
by Jean-ller Aubame, leader of the*
opposition, was a reflection of: the
popular - sentiment. . °

1t is noteworthy that the uprising
was carried out without the loss of 2
single life "and perfect order was
preserved ‘throughout the country.
 But the French imperialists, who.
tave suffered ‘some painful setbacks.

of late in the Congo (Brazzaville) - i - _
. and Dahomey realised that this time »vances - being carried forward in

the -interests of the. big monopolies
in Gabon were in jeopardy:

On orders from de Gaulle per-
sonally, French paratroopers wefe
rushed to the spot from Brazzaville
and Dakar. After quickly over-
coming the resistance of the Gabon
army, numbering a grand ‘total of
400 ‘men, -the paratroopers re-instal-
led the deposed dictator Leon M’ba

- Ghana’s Economy
Continued from previous’ page

for East and Central Africa, and
$130 for North *Africa. Some esti-
mates place Ghana now on a level
with Portugal-—admittedly one of
the worst-off European. countries,
but when' one ‘starts to compare an
African country with a European
on it is clear that something :ne
is happening: o -
These important economic ad-
: . . L

|

]Z

does mot tell .

and proceeded to ‘‘restore order”
in the ccuntry. ] : o
This armed intervention aroused |
_indignation in Africa and throughout
the world. No - excuses - (President
M’ba’s request for help, fulfilment
of treaty obligations, etc.) can justify
‘this act of imperialist aggression.
There is no excuse for the pre-
sence of- French troops -with whose
‘help the puppet President is now
taking reprisals against all who par- .
ticipated in the peaceful action of
February 18. Meetings and .demon-
strations -are being | held all over
Gabon demanding ‘the resignation
of the president and.the withdrawal
of foreign troops. The situation- re-
mains- tense. Lo o

Of late certain admirers of Gene- : |
ral de Gaulle have! begun to -talk "}
about ‘the wise’ policy -France ' is.
pursuing in the:colonies. It is claim--
ed that France has - already -com-
pleted decolonisation; that the policy
of the French imperialists “differs’
from that of international gendarine
——US imperialism.- | .

The events in Gabon have blasted -
that myth. They have- shown the’
whole world . that French imperial-
ism has no-intention of giving up .

" jts positions; that it remains a bitter -

-enemy of the peoples of its former
colonies. [ L

Ghana by the Governmerit and the
Convention : People’s Party are not
at all to the liking of imperialism
any more: than are Ghapa’s. consist-
ent fight for -peace and ‘against *
colonialism, and her avowed -inten-
tion to build socialism in Ghana.-’
This .explains why Ghana meets
with such a hostile’ press in Britain
and America, and why there have °

" condition for the development;

beeh plots-to overthrow- the_Gov- .
ernment headed by President Nkru- -
But Ghana is fighting off these
_attacks and calmly; continues - her
advance away from colonialism, |
and in the direction; of a new inde-
pendent economy, - thus laying the
basis, in President Nkrumah’s
words, of “a society in which the.
‘maxim: from each.according to his.
“ability and to each according to-his
work, shall apply, and in whichthe

each shall be the condition fo!
development of all”. -
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