International
Vietham
Solidarity
Conference




WY P

e T R S ST el 0 M Al

AR SR RS AR T A NIRRT T SR

N e £
o i YR T4 s bt :

P e 5 SATNS SR

7 = A e

e

Bovitia sy

RE ST AEA YA &
dRtaRSl b s 8 samiel

|

‘g .

(o, I 3 P e -
PYLF b A AR SIS A i
=
jaly v

PLE il



IDITORIAL

PAGE 1l Editorial notes. PAGE 2 The transplanted heart.,
i 3 A letter from [lugo Blanco, " 4 Busmen's struggls .
" 5 The politics of abstention. " 6 C.B.Re Final rally.
" 7 The scum ricss,,, 5 8 . V.S.C. notes,
L € D.A.TeA. and Labour " 10 Berlin Vietnam Conference,
™ 11 Berlin Vietnam Conference " 12 ijorning Star and writer'se

trials
SUPPORT THE BISMEN !

Everything indicates that the Government has chosen its battle-ground for

the imposition of a new wage freeze:; the Financial Times (24/1/68) reports:
"The Ministry of Labour made it clear yesterday that Mottingham Corporation
will not be allowed to go ahead with its plans to increase the pay of the
city's 1,250 bus drivers and conductors by £1 a week from February 4. low=
ever the Covernment will delay using its pay 'freeze' powers...until it knows
the result of tomorrow's conference of busmen's d€legates..." At the time of
writing the outcome of this conference is not known and elsewhere in this issue
we have = -1 an extended examination of the busmen's case. The logic of
the situation is very clear: the battle over the busmen's pay award is of
vital importance to all trade unionists and socialists. The whole apparatus
of the Covernment, the press, the right-wing trade union leaders, etc., will
be mounted against the busmen just because they want a living wage. The
Government seems to want to choose the case of the busmen to teach the unions
generally a lesson, By mobilising support at all levels, by creating solid-
arity committees, by organising meetings for the busmen to explain their case,
by using all the journals of the left in this fight, and many other steps,
the left can instead help teach the Government a lesson.

RIGHT VING POLICIES DESTROY DEMOCRACY

The right wing has always justified its policies by calling itself democratic,
They have said that the aims of the left way be alrizht in theory but that the
drastic changes which '%ge %31‘1: advocates could not be brought about democratic-
ally., A more graduai?, £hs right wing have argued, is therefore necessarye.

Ve have learned that this gradualism is so gradual that usually ends up by
goinz backwards, ioreover, during the process, democracy becomes one of the
first ‘victims. This experience has again been repeated in the recent events
in Parliament,

It is the i,P,s who abstained who are most consistent with Labour principles,
to the dlection programmes of 1964 and the 1966 General Tlection. Vet
the fact that they took the mild step of abstaining is most likely to lead to
them being suspended from the Parliamentary Labour Party, There is no just-
ification whatsoever for this step: by no conceivable stretch of the imagin-
ation was the “overnment's majority threatened -- the Tories abstained, with
only 9 Liberal votes againmst. ( In fact we feel that the abstainers would have
done much better to have voted against,)

The left 1l.P.s should stick to their guns and all those loyal to Labour Party
policies and decisions should support them, The fact that the right wing is
in confusion over the discipline issue should encourage everyone to fight
all the harder. Iliarold wilson is not so ommipotent after all,



THE TRANSPLANTED HEART by Chorles van Gelderens

The latest news from South Africz is the fact that Dr. Philip Blaiberg
will shortly be returning home. In his white breast will be beating the
heart of a coloured man ,Mr. Clive Houpt. In almost any other country in
the world this would simply be hailed as a triumphant advance in surgery,
but happening,as it did, in the Republic of South Africa with its vicious
apartheid laws it raises many importoat iscsues. As Dee Wells wrote in her
column in the Sun j

"The owner of that heart was someone that few white South Africans
would want to drink,swim , dancec or walk around the block with.
No white South African could have married him. A white South
African could have refused a2 blood donation from him. By law it is
a white South African's right to insist on receiving only white
blood.

As no insanity is too great for South Africa, black blood banks(sic)
and white blood banks (sic) are kept separate for that rcason.

They have passed a rats nest full of filthy laws to keep colourcd
people in what they believe is their rightfully inferior place.They
cannot go to white peoples' schools,live in their neighbourhoods,
qualify for their jobs,vote in their elections, or even use the
same lavatory. The man whosc heart was used was not good enough,
not advanced enough,not far enouch in the evolutionary ladder for
any of that. Only his heart,it seems,is good enough."

When Mr. Clive Haupt collapsed on the beach,& special coloured ambulance
had to take him to the hospital.If a "white"ambulance had been summoned in
error, it would have turned back without its patient.He would h:ve been
left to die where he lay.His coloured body was only allowed into a white
hospital after death-because part of it was wanted to keep a white man
alive.One cannot help wondering what would have happened if it was a
coloured man waiting for a heart and a'suitable' white donor was found?

Other relevant questiofs spring to mind.This heart transfer marks a great
advance in the science of medicine.Yet, in this same Republic of South
Africa,where this modern miracle was achi¢ved,the infunt mortality for the
black population is 200-300 per 1000,for coloureds 121.7 per 1000,and for
Asiatics 56.3 per 1000. This in a country going through an unprecedented
boom and whose white population enjoys one of the highest standards of
living in the world.

Another nagging question persists.The present rulers of South Africa are
openly- declared admirers of Nazism and its racial theories.Prime Minister
Vorster was imprisoned during the war for his pro-German sympathies.They
regard all dark-skinned people as lesser beings, just as Hitler regarded

the Jews ,Slavs and Gypvies.The 'medical experiments' which were carried
out on members of these communities in the Nazi concentration camps are

now part of history.

No-one will accuse Professor Barnard and his team of being willing to
follow such a vile path.But can any coloured south African who meets with
an accident or suffers a stroke,and whose tissue make-up makes him or her
a suitable donor for an expectant white recipient be sure thut every effort

will be made to save his 1ifce?
continued over.



The Transplanted heart- continued.
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A LETT.R FROM HUGO BLsNCO from John Edmunds

The following letter wa ;
; < as received b : e x
the Victims of Repression in Perus ;S AL ine, 208 Solidarify with

"I write to you wi ati i

it oihed plgtuogltgediigigfwfzﬁtitu@e.for your campaign Agaipst my death

The Lima committee has given myef;;;;;}z{ewg;;? i;opped e

i;u c?ntr?buted towards. Mrs. Rosa Alurco has iak;i g;izgaqh;ziewznknow

Ass;nbutlng‘your gifts, as she is concerned with political prisoners.
understund that handicraft goods made by me can be sold for the

purpose of helping this camapign, I have sent sets of hand-printed cards

§e51gned by me here in The Fronton("The grim San Lorenzo Island prison

in Peru, where Hugo Blanco is serving a sentence of 25 years) “Fortuna%ely

I overcame the obstacles in earrying out this work. ’

"T would like to know from you the possibility of selling more cards.
Besides the letters you receive from the lima Committee, I send you the
following news: Comrade Edu:rdo Creus encloses two articles, one referring
t0 my—co—-prisonersj and the other to the case of Cartolin and Molina."

(No articles were enclosed when the letter reached London) "We have just
heard that in Abancay" (A distriot in Peru's central nighlands) "two
active peasant union lenders: Juna Villegas and Dionisio Salinas have
been arrested. As they could not be tried for ‘union work! - work which
is recognised by the state - they were ~rrested on charges of working
against 'The public peace snd security of the state.! Their names must,
therefore, be andded to the list of political prisoners. T can report that

their spirit ig urbroken by prison life.

nToday" (the letter was d~ted 5th Janaury, 1968) "Peru's 'Miss World!

arrived in lima after her visit to Vietnam, where she entertained smerican

troops. There was a demonstration in Iima against her servile attitude

of collaboration with the imperialist aggressors) rotten eggs were thrown

at her, ond lecflets, supporting the Vietnomese people, were distributed.

The Guardia de Asalto (a special tough ocnti- iot police) brutally pushed
ack the demonstrators, wounding many, and eight students were imprisoned.

That is 211 for today.
Hugo Blanco"

ANOTHER C.B.R.-TYPE STRUGGLE? from an jndustrial correspondent

Attempts to black the tent-meking fimm of J.R. Clapham and Sons, Bedale,
Yorkshire, are being made by the Notional Union of ngricultural Horkers
following 2 breakdown of negotiations with the firm over accepting union
labour. Last month nine men wWere sacked because they refused to withdraw
union membershipe. The other 30 members of the firm signed a form pledging
non-union membership - .1though the NAUW claims that 17 of these are still

members of the unione




BUSIEN - A STRUGGLE LOQIS by idike llartin

try for

i i from municipal busmen throughout the coun e
z:gzsg;mlgfngt?gunzflggtion to back their dzmaﬁ ti;ﬁgilaad:ziegigiy h:;s;et
A national strike seems to be widely favouzetao i g B o g
caits th?en. E?;dEESiSE;eegiiigiogiiiﬁz thion ~ which has ?ecided ?:ciay
S ; ;hich the Prices and Incomes Board has seen fit totreitra;t
o g w?i‘;n has made it clear that present rautes of pay do no (a :
- ?O?PO:‘ taff The Government, however, has apparently.chosen sﬁowdown
Bu?flc%e?) : fo;ce the issue by vetoing the award, thus risking a : o
e?ltor;a bus;en It has upparently taken this positioq pecause it f ;
:}la:lil; itteis lilceiy to win a victory and demorclise oppsition to the wag

freeze.

No one, however, should doggt :ﬁe capgci;glifhzgg :Eim:?o;: ?gﬁtgéﬁei

le. In November, 1966, busmen in d . . :
:::;fg(their employer was a subsidiary'of thg British Ele?tg}:eIzéi:;on
Compony, a vast monopoly, now nationalised with very attrucbl en“ oo
of compensation.) During the recent actions by municipal . busm % =
busmen held collections in support. Let us hoPe th?t in the even ;o
2 renewed struggle - this time in direct conflict with the Governmen
that wide sections of the labour movement will rally round. The busmen,
Just as the seamen were in 1966, are ready to fight;.they should not
fight alone. agninst the Government with its allies in the press and the
mass medin,

DOWN IMEMORY LANE by George Cunvin

Whenever constituency parties try to draw their IPs! attention to party
policy on Vietnam, Polaris submarines, etc., they are tolds:"Oh! we
don't represent the party in the house but the whole electorate. Our
actions are guided by the policies we were elected on."

Well, at least one ilePe must be having some grim twinges of conscience,

In a2 last minute campaign leaflet, Renee Short told the voters of
Wolverhampton North-East that if the Tories were returned rents would

rise and brescription charges would be restored, The food prieing

System would be destroyed "by our crawling into the Common Harket",

"Mr. Heath has stated thut he will ereate unemployment agein to solve

the economic crisis." The voters of Wolverhampton - and most of the country,
Wwere well aw:re of these dangers should the Tories get back to bower,

That is why they voted Labour! Now where are they?

AN IMPORT ANT ANNOUN CEMENT
STUDENT VIETNAN COIFZER _NCE from Peter Smith

There will be g conference of students from Northern universities who have

been zctive in the Vietnam movement on the week end of 27-28 January, 1968,

at the Students! Uniqn, Sheffield University, The convening body, Sheffield
University Vietnam Action Group, urge thoge students Planning to attend to
“rrive by 5.30 p.m. on Friday, 26th January, and join the Sheffield Vietnam
Commi ttee, Tenzuts! organisations, miners and others who are arranging a
welcome for Harold Wilson when he attends a dinner at the City Hall to celebrate
40 years of Labour rule in Sheffield. Speakers toking part in the conference
will be from national vietnam Organisations, students groups and the Stop-It
Commi ttee. For information write: Eg Guiton, 6, Victoria Rd., Sheffield 10,



THE POLITICS OF ABSTENTION

by Richard Cooper

One Labour M.P. i yin T}
done less hann.t;:nrzﬁggze:hzsa:: noiz Fhose. who stetained hive probebly
sc '
T Aoaid aihe B Aieas she Nehit Lo therézﬂénggg: bloed." To these latter,

The m
exnu::inagoigtwsbogz ag oppesition group would be that most of Wilson's
ey i gf ths ould take ?n§tructions from the international bankers
e o ofoignzgﬁsimpléﬁltly acgept his case, is that these '
i . ey are derived from a basic
muChiiiiee;onomy philosophy, together with the dictum that Labozicigzan::

m rom the workers in time of crisis than the Tories. e

H ;
o e T e L T
e olds dear, and possibley ha
on the Government. He went on to say " ‘ P .
. ay "that the formation of such a prou
E;zzupp;ses the loss of the next general election and the collapse ogrthz
. dur arty as a coherent political force. Tt would be, in fact, a policy
of despair. I therefore reject it unless it proves unavoidable.“’

This last point seems to have been written complete i

tion and apathy shown in the CLPs and the by-zgectigg ig:g;;gf t&: igﬁigra—
be clear th§t if one believed that Wilson was trying his hardest to steer
towards socialist policies and only Heath and Zurich Gnomes were stopping
him, that a vote of confidence should obviously be given to him.

The abstentions on Thursday have put the Government in a quandary. The
measures Silkin put forward were obviously desipned to crush the abstaining
M.P.s, but they also provided a very useful opportunity for the left M.P.s
to tYm round and fight to form a yiable opposition group, recornisahble as
such, within the Parliamentary Labour Party.

Every abstaining M.P. must feel the ineffectiveness of their action. It is
certainly difficult to see any concrete outcome from ther. This has me&
that taken with Wilsen's " gll to the nation", thelr opposition has borne

no fruit at all. while it/certain that deep-seated loyalty of the labhour
movement exists, it 1s alsc true that there is a lot of peneral discontent
and, more particular, lots come from the hardened packbone of the working
¢class, who can see through Wilson and the T.7.C. 1eadership, and yet who have
no viable alternativeto which to pive their suppert.

Tt is this chance that Silkin has now given to the left M.P.s, those who
abstained and those who didn't ut who are kmown to oppose Wilson's policiciese
Wilson's eat of calling a General Election makes very little sense;

he surely does not hink that the Tories would vote for him because of his
attacks on the workers. Even if this were the case, it would be even more
important that opposition to Wilson should be clarified around 2 prograrme
and that a useful nurber of ¥.P.s be able to put it across at every opport-

unity up and down the country.

But it is. because the next peneral election holds very 1ittle hope and
pbecause the Labour support is collapsing that some-one needs to et up

and say "Noi, this is not what Labour stends for!" If this is done in 2
loud and clear way, after 33years of Wilsonism it may be that the elect-
orate will give the Labour Party another chance in 3% years.



THE C.B.R, LOCK-OUT -- THE FINAL RALLY IN BRIGETON from Mike Martin

The rally at Shanklin Joed to mark the end of the historic 9 mog;g lgck]—-o
out at the C.3.R, Jorsey Mills, Brighton, was attended by somcj.-at people,
mainly local trade unionists and students from Sussex Univers N

It was an orderly affair, which had been timed tc_: catch the zhnnig‘gegftzhlft
at the factory vhere men were dismissed for joining a union in ? e
resist the intolerable conditions and a 72 hour wcek at half wn o:h sca;}g .
However, the management changed the time of the shift change and the

missed the full benwefit of the occasion,

> rally marched into Brighton to hold an open=-air meeting wvhich was addres-
g:'fi bylsgeakers from local organisations which had supported tl:le picket even
after the strike had become unofficial when the wnion leadership of the N.U.
HeK.V, did a deal with the company. The only incident of. the day occured
here: a couple of Conservatives -- a councillor and his wvife -- gtt?mpted
to wave a bammer calling for trade unionists to 'turn to the Tories', The .
roar of disapproval made it clear that nome of tHosn familiar with the practice
Of CuBsRe would fall for that » and the banner was soon destroyed following
@ scuffle in which a student was alleged to have been assaulted by two
policemen, It appears that the policemen concerned refused to give their
names. The significance of this lies in the fact that the police in this
area have dropped the practice of wearing numbers, This has caused a good
deal of resentment among local trade unionists,

The most encouraging feature of the dispute was the spirit in which it was
endeds The Lock-out Comnittee issued a statement recording its decision to
terminate the dispute and its thanks to all those in the labour movement

who had hclped the Pickets and who hagq contributed towards the appeal fund
which raised £1,600. Prominent here were the Brishton Trades Council and the
students of Sussex University, In the view of the Committee, the very fact

that there was a brotest was itself a major achievement, even though it failed
to sceure recognition,

After referring to the scale of the campaign -- involving 41 weeks of act-

ivit_y, the issu ing of 200,000 leaflets and the orzanizing of innumerable
qleetlngs and demonstrations, the Committe makes some interesting conclus-
ilons in its statement,

Political order, The lock-out ha

im of I.1,0, Conventions yo, 87 and 98 doe .
ed in practice, (.3 ; S not mean that they are fulfill-

«He is noy o erating a mi
sti11 locked out,, . w P € @ minumum 72 hour week and e are

isputes of 1% 7, at Roberts-Arundel ang
dispute at CeBeRe had ocemasion to criticize their



C . _Jo i - L
C. LOCK~ouT continued

Ol union. It appea
harder fights ) 8 that vorking people are.
- * ‘Prepared
Jan the Union organizations wi1g S Dot tOTE;?auf}ni el
S « ons are

(=) Z n ly

"If we i

had more democratic means for stating our views within the MTUHKW
general fi i i o for 14
- s co;‘;?:zixg;ai ﬁ::.upport for 8 months, e were gf:gui_ot;\e:ie Igtﬂﬂcw —
o= toem i g;‘:d by the I-TFH{I‘!, and were glad to join ito ;Ehe sr!fp-
P ey T;re%1:1:Il.rs>gislai.:1on does not exist to proteect ;.he I‘;nr:émjc,
S e mei‘,h : nt situation, we believe a Union must be 111:;‘.11;:'m irsnip
o ; e de, ods of gpposition. '® believe that a fight o 1

g people in wvider issuwes, We. have bought omaQn sg;‘i:c;gi.;

in C.B.Re Jersey ijo d ;
a e A ¥ doldings, and vill state our case at the AGII of C.B,R. in

"For us

Bkl ﬁet}f?—mgég;:il;nloqlggout has bec.an a profound e:perience, Ve have under-—
Bt A mese 1:__1: ch keep BI'l'FiSh Labour in an oppressed condition, Ve
e:ﬁploitatidn o g? t;;? Of‘ Trace Un:.(?n solidarity, Against the bonds of ;
e ey c_ zation, the giant of Trade Union national militancy
e QE e ;ctlonh _ '.'.feﬁpmpose.to set up, after January 1%th, a Comm-
Bt o8 pport Trade Union ‘d.;ghts;" in order to establish and defend Trade
nm;x rizhts at all workplaces in Brizhton. The remaining balance of the
Ce3aRs Appeal Fund will be made over to the Fighting Fund of the Committee,

*Anyone able to help in this campaizn should write to iike Taylor, 7, Sill=-
wood Place, Brizhton,

WHEN TLE YATER BOIIS, THE SCUMee. from Geoff.: - Crossick

It is not only at times of crisis that we have the gratification of watching
industrialists and business men contorting themselves in public before fin-
ally making no further attempts to disguise self-interest as same more laud-
able motive, Charlie van Gelderen gave us an eXample in a recent issue of
The Veek, A letter to The Times last week provided another. It opened; 'Rep-
resenting as we do many hundreds of millions of pounds of British capital
invested in walaysia and Singapore we are most concerned about the contemplat-
ed early withdrawal of DBritain's military presence from these countries,"

It then continued in a more appropriate vein, referring to democracy, honour,
self-respect, desertion of friends, and so on. Then it closed: "...This is
escential for the continued prosperity not only of that area but also of our
comnercial and industrial activities there with resulting advantage to the
United Kingdom,™ The letter was signed, ll.Ds Farrow, Chairman, Rubber
Growers Association, and Bouglas Varing, Chairman, #¥alayan Chamber of iiines,

London,
It's not often we are ;iven such explicit stetements. Thank you very much,



s 1d Robinson.
VIETNA.L SOULIDARITY CALPAIGH from Davli

: 1 17th.
v Demonstration - Sunday, ! rch

JNew Date for Solidarit

; 2 s wvited to the meeting on
the orgenisations invi &
A tha: Omnaessogemonstritmn next liarch took the opportunity

: : tation with
Jeruary 1ith to plan iiarch 24th with no prior consul
to book 'i;‘afvaalrgzrmi%:ﬂe ofﬂlhl;az;ai of this organisation, Y,C.N.D.,
other antli- . " oy

7as unable to
attended the Vietnam Ad Hoc Comi-cte?tgnti:n;ﬁoféﬁmbgzt\;. A
ey oit invitatigntgoagizgerti:edge of our solidarity demﬁ?ns‘;:‘zzlzid‘tz
e Comlﬂ-:l;tte; ?%i:le e have booked Trafalgar Square for tﬁs ki
Sundaz-;llllar:s lazn;led for 2.30 p.m. followed by a march to the e
mass 2 Dof:, Chemicals, the main mamufacturers of napalm. eonsiengli=-
Efﬁsiczzns are pla.rmed’ dquring the preceding weeks to publiclse i

There will be an Ad Hoc Committee meeting and a worl;.par:.;i svgéyp?gljrSdge
evening at Toynbee Hall, Commercial St., .E.l. , star lg% : %hursday g
rinted leaflets, stickers and posters will be availa Le s ,a sl
11,‘113.31'5{ 1st, The following week, on February B'Fh., we will be‘st w::.n% Al
made by a Japanese investi gating team which visited North Vietnam last yeal.

Change of Address. During the period up to the ilarch ?.Vth dexflonstratn.on 2}-16
Vietnam Solidarity Campeign and the Vietnam A4 Hoc Committee will be operatllng
from an office at 8, Toynbee St., London, E.1l. Telephone BI3 9845. All
correspondence should be sent to this address.

Trade Union Conf'erence. Full details of the conference, including ageniia.,
proposals for future action etc. will be aveilable next week. The co.rdina-
tion of this conference has been taken over by .fke ilartin who has done a
great deal of work in the past for Humbersice Voice. Woolwich Trades Council

will be sending four delegates, we would like full details of those intending
to take part as soon as possible.

V.S.C, Medical Aid Fund, The Edinburgh branch of V.3.C. recently had a most
successful flag day for the iledical Aid Fund. £160 was collected and this
could easily have been improved upon if more collectors had been available.
We still have a large number of collecting tin labels and small paper N,L,F,
flags for this purpose and would suggest this type of activity for any local

group wanting to publicise its activities as well as making a positive contr-
ibution to the Vietnamese people.

Australia and l'ew Zealand in Vietnam.

A Teach-in has been organised by A.N.Z.A.7/.V., one of the groups supporting

the Vietnam Ad Hoc Committee, on Saturday, January 27th. It will be held

in the Friends House, Euston Rd., }.W.1, from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m, Speakers
include Eric Hobsbawm, Peter Worsley, Paul Ostreicher, Steven Rose and

Robin Gollin.  The chairman will be Kenneth Lee and invitations to speak

have been sent to the High Comnisioners for Australia and New Zealand; the
JAnister for South Vietnam and the Ambassador for Cambodia. It is intended
that an ongoing organisation should be formed at the end of the discussion.
Those interested in the group should contact John Roberts, 45 lorland Sq., W.11.



PRESSURE TO DISAFFILIATE IN D.A.T.4

frqm a D,A,T.A, correspondent

Devon General '
==2th_eneral me :
S-A.T.A. S I;E;g¥c2%%:1£::e;h: Representative ‘Council to apree "that
oWevir, calls fop ’ © any political party," :
any POlitical ac:;;;:; Eggi;ile‘levy funds to be usedynto gﬁfﬁigigzzzcgﬁ
SOuth East pmpose : that S in ?—ine 'hd.th D-A.TQA- pOliCy. L
Party be withheld for one —oon " Uo 10t the central funds of the Lab
is one frem Dublin branzﬁ §z${: A? ircnical follow-up to these resoiﬁiions
fr  — ing for branches in Iri $ '
€e to affiliate to the Irish Labour Party "so thzzetb:;szageggiilc iy
i -l an

effectiv i
€ way in which to press D.A.T.A. policies and aims on the political

The resolutions
gy ma*orizombgivon, Oxfo?d and ?ondon South East would require a
: v ore becoming policy because, in eff §

fof a change in rule., All changes in rule in D,A.T An ieAigié Eheg o
& ; - Al A, cuire such a :
thggitz Ezi;ria:?:osigg zgeziilvgﬂ ﬁotdthat the resolutions are likely

O ¢ : 3 : the leadership of i !
g;fferent 1ine,_desnite its opposition to the golicgzz 2?1:§et§§i:oi -
t’hverrutﬂerﬁ:. This was expressed in the December issue of D.A.T.A. Jorunal
the organ of-the union., In a strongly-argued editorial opposing Joe Gormléy's
1qea of.formlng a new political party, the editors arpued "Now for the l
first time in the history of the British trade union movement there is a
p?os?e§t of a stable majority for more radical policies. This is the
sipnificance of t@e recent election of Hugh Scanlon as the preseident of
the A.E.?. In Britain's two largest unions, the TGWU and the AEU, the
membership have shown they favour a leadership critical of the Government's

economic policies,”" .

There are interesting motions on the gquestion of industrial democracy on
the agenda too, Port Talbot "endorses the Labour Party document on indust-
rial democracy and calls for legislation for its early application to all
industry..." The motion also calls for the "right to inspect books" to

be made law. Bristol No, 2 calls upon industrial democracy to be intro’
into publicly owned industries "by providing for representative councils
consisting of delegates from trade unions and Government departments." Two
other branches call for workaers!' participstion in mergers (Greenock) and
profit-making (Preston). No doubt many criticisms could be made of the
wording -end line of these motions but the most important thing is that

the idea of workers' demccracy is catching on.

Readers of The Week will note with interest that one motion on Vietnam

~ from Coventry Central - says (1) that the same economic interests which
are responsible for the US policy in Vietnam are eroding the living stand-
ards of the working people of Britain; and (2) that conference should "
"pledge solidarity with the people of Vietnam and...support any organisatiion
campaiening on a platform of solidarity with the people of Vietnam," The
other motion of Vietnam, from Ealing branch, is also militant, calling for
complete withdrawal of American bases and forces in Great Britain.

The agenda certainly indicates that D.A.T.A. will continue to be in the
forefront of the struggle against the right wing policies of the Government,
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The conference starts on Saturday, 17th February, at 11,00 a

following subiects will be discussed:

.. — 1,00 p.m. The Vietnamese Revolution :
1%-88 2 ;. - 9.00 g.m, Latin Arerica and the Vietnamese Revolution.

The anti-irperialist strurele and anti-copitalsst
strugele in thecapitalist countries.

For the reports the following speakers are expected:

Kurt Steinhaus, Jeannette Habel, a representative of the FNL, a repres?npative
of the Central Cormittee of the Cuban Cormunist Party, Ernest landel,

Gaston Salvatore, Rudi Dutshke and representatives of different foreifm
delegations,

On Saturdey evening films on the Vietnarese and Latin American revolution
will be shown.

Sunday morning small groups of delepations will have co-ordinating talks.
Tn the afterncon a mass meeting will take place to which J.P. Sartre, L.
Basso, P, Weiss, R. Dutschke, a representative of SNCC and a member of
the Cuban Central Cormittee of the Corrunist Party are expected.

A demonstration for the victory of the Vietnamese Revoluticn will close
the conference,

Please write to us by the 25th of January , at the latest whether and with
how many people you will participate.

Travelling expenses will have to be met by the participants,

r Accormodation
will be arranred by the SDS in Berlin.,

Please publizise this conference as much as possible in your country.

Posters advertising the conference are available.

The Secretoriat of the International Vietnum
Conference,



TEXT OF CALL FOR THE INTERNATIONAL VIETNAM CONFERENCE

The strugrle of the Vietnamese people is fundamental for the internatiomnl
labour movement., A decisive confrontaticn between international revoluticn
and counter-revolution is taking place in Vietnam. Imperialism, supported
by its own international orpanisations all ovér the world (e.g. NATO) is
trying desperately to prove that it is capable of a-nihilating every
revolutionary movement. The victory of the Vietnamese people would mean
a most valuable encouragement to all revolutionary moverents that are now
fighting apainst imperialism and its accomplices, The tack of every
revolutionary is not to ask for a compromising peace but to work with all
his strength for the victory cf the Vietnamese revoluticn,

Irperialism is aiming through its appression in Vietnam, Latin America,
Greece, etc., to change the international relstionship of forces in its
own faveur, It is trying to put an end to the development of the world-
revolution and to endan-er the conquests of the labour movement., The
task of revolutionary youth organisations all over the world is to attack
imperialism in every place and with all means in order to weaken the
international ccunter-revolution,

The Arerican aggression apainst Vietnam is a direct concern cf the

Eurcpean working class in its fight for sccialism, Because of this,

Western Europe must not become a tranquil zcne for irperialism but must

become a decisive field for anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist struggle.

The European working class movement and the vanruard socialist youth

movement have decisive tasks of international importance; the present

cbjectives of this battle are:

— the fight against the Atlantic Pact and NATO;

- the intensification of class strugele which must refuse every form of
intesration of the socialist movement and must pose the problem of the
cocnquest of power;

— the combatting of social-democratic ideology which plays the role of
accomplice to imperialism and which neutralises the socialist mcvement,

The OLAS conference has built up a revolutionary strategy of armed strur.le,
for Latin America., OLAS represents a fundamental help to the Vietnamese
revolution and to all those who oppose imperialism and who have not
abandcned the objiectives of socialist world revolution, This strategy is
expressed in Guevara's words: "Let us create two, three or more Vietnams,"
This conception revives effectively the idea of proletarian international-
ism, All organisations that have decided to fight apainst irmperialinu
rmust build a united front to obtain the final victory of the Vietnamese
revolution. It is for this reason that the undersigned orranisations have
decided to orpanise an international meeting and demonstration in West
Berlin on February 17/18, 1968. They call on all youth organisations which
apree with this appeal tc take part in ‘he meeting and demonstration.

Signed: Belgium:Jeune Garde Socialiste Belge, Etudiants Socialistes Belpges;
Italy: Federazione Giovanile Socialista 'PSIUP) Falcemartello; France:
Etudiants Socialistes Unifies, Jeunesse Communiste Revolutionaire e; Great
Britain: Vietnam Solidarity Campaign, Rebel, Mitcham LPYS; HoTland'
Politeia; West Germany: Sozialistischer Deut3cher Studentenbund

Editorial note: For fu.ther information write toInternational Vietnam
Conference, c/o Gerhart Rott, 1 Berlin 30, Keithstr. 36/€, Germany,




WRITERS! TRIAL — CONTROVERSY CONTINUES IN MORNING STAR by Dove Windser

The discussicn . in the Corrunist Party's daily psper, the Morning Star,
which was sparked off by an editorial criticisine the way the Soviet
authorities hondled the writers' trial, has continued, Several points
of interest have arisen.

It would appear that the editorial represented a thoupht-out line taken

by the leadership of the Corrunist Party. This is indicated by the fact
that well-¥nown Cormunist Party writers such as Maurice Dobb (cne of the
party's main philcsophers) and Mergot Heineman, are pitchine in on the side
of the editorinl. Of special significance is the letter by John Hostettler,
one of the party's main legal experts, in which he makes a systematic
exarinetion of hew the Soviot authorities have broken the USSR's lepal
procedures in the conduct of the trial. (Editorial note: because of its
special interest we have reproduced Mr, Hostettler's letter). Mr,
Hostettler is no oppositionist - at the last party congress he was elected
to be in charge of the appeals machinery of the CPGB, a post always reserved
for the loyalest of the loysi.

The discussion has widened out to include thecre tical cuestions and the
thorny problem of scocialists' attitude towards the leadership cf the Soviet
Union and the Soviet Union itself, Chris Chopman, of Sheffield, raises

the point that because the Soviet Union has been in existence for 50 years
"it should be possible for criticisr of the Soviet Union to be published
within that country without causing any effect on the stability of the
state," Several writers point out that it is wrong to assure that the
writers had connections with the CIA and NTS just because the Soviet
authorities claim this to be so., In an extremcly interesting letter,

Brian Blain, of North London, replyine to a point made by a Corrunist
Councillor in South Wales, Bill Waters, dismisses the idea that the Central
Cormittee of the CPSU would prevent injusticos happening, He adds:"They
certainly haven't in the past, and the international Cormunist movement is
still paying a heavy price in disunity of the Left for thcse terrible years
of the '30s and 'LOs." He concludes: "Surely the rost obvious fact is that
if there were real freedom of expression in the USSR, the grcund would be
cut completely from under the feet of the NTS and CIA..."

Hyman Levy, who left the Cormunist Party in 1957 after the disclosures

about the treatment of Soviet Jews, argues that the trial can only be
explained "in the existence of an internal strurslé....between those seeking
to retain intact the apparatus of internal power that was deemed necessary
at the earlier stage of Soviet strueele and those who...are strivine to
replace the outdated apparatus, and its outdated bureaucracy, by one capable
of expressing the new sccialist freedorm,"

Charles Swein, of Cardiff, seeks a "principled thecretical basis for the
assertions made on either side," He notes that the "withering away of
the state idea of Marx and Engels dcesn't seem to be starting, and no
provision for any expression of political opposition, e=ither now or in
any prograrme for the future, seems to occur to the leaders of the USSR."

By contrast, those defehding the Scviet Union's leaders, rerely reiterate
that the Morning Star is helping reaction by criticidng the Soviet Union,
It is strange that the leaders of the CPGB are ncw havinr levelled at their
head the very charge that they made arainst those »ho stood ocut apainst the
Moscow trials, There is an important lesson here,



