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Forge a Mighty United Front
* for May Day!

MANIFESTO OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE,
C.P.US.A.

Against the Wall Street N.R.A. Program of Hunger, Fascist
Reaction and War!

Down Tools, Turn Out Into the Streets and Demonstrate on
May First!

r l O ALL WoORKERs, TO THE LABORING MassEs:

On May Day, 1935, the sixth year of the crisis that capitalism
tries to solve at the expense of the working people, the demand
for a fighting united front of the whole working class is more in-
sistent than ever in American Labor history.

The first of May, the International Day of the working class,
is the day above all others, when the workers unite in a world-en-
circling battlefront against their robber rulers. On this day we
renew our pledge to carry on the world struggle for freedom from
exploitation, from wage slavery, from capitalist tyranny.

In the United States, where the First of May was initiated, in
connection with the fight for the eight-hour day in 1884-6, as a day
of united struggle of the whole working class, the splendid revolu-
tionary American traditions stand out in sharp relief against reaction
fostered by monopoly capital and its fascist agents.

On May Day, the American working class revives the revolu-
tionary traditions of the workers and farmers who fought and fell
in the war for independence from the British monarchy. On this
day we pay our revolutionary tribute to the hundreds of thousands
of workers and farmers, Negro and white, who gave their lives in
the Civil War to destroy the system of chattel slavery.

The American revolutionary traditions have been enriched by
the heroic struggles of the working class, by the fichting Molly
Maguires who kept unionism alive in the Pennsylvania coal pits in
the face of the ruthless terror of the bosses which aimed at rooting
out all traces of unionism; by the stubborn battles of the steel and
railway workers, against the army and the military forces in the *70’s;
by the courageous struggles and the heroic death of Parsons, Spies,
and all the other Chicago Haymarket victims of a capitalism frenzied
in the face of the nation-wide eight-hour movement; by the great
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struggles led by the Western Federation of Miners; by the struggle
for the liberation of Moyer, Haywood and Pettibone; by the revo-
lutionary stand of Debs, Ruthenberg and the Left-Wing Socialists
against the World War; by the mass strikes in metal, mining and
lumber industries during the war, led by the IW.W. and class
conscious A. F. of L. members; by the great steel strike of 1919 led
by Wm. Z. Foster, now chairman of the Communist Party; by the
magnificent General Strike in Seattle in 1919; by the sweeping
movements in behalf of Sacco-Vanzetti; Tom Mooney and the
Scottsboro boys; by the militant mass unemployed demonstrations on
March 6, 1930, and the succeeding struggles of the unemployed for
relief and unemployment insurance; by the life-and-death struggles
of Negro workers and sharecroppers against employers and land-
lords, and their lynch gangs.

These are the fighting traditions of the American working class
which have come to life in the great strike wave of last year, the
inspiring struggles in Toledo, of the marine workers on the Pacific
Coast and in the General Strike in San Francisco, of the great

- Textile General Strike. The Communist Party, the living embodi-
ment of all that is best in these traditions, calls upon all workers and
laboring masses on the basis of these traditions to forge in the
preparations for May Day a mighty united front of struggle against
the attacks of the robber class on their standards of living and politi-
cal rights.

Today the American working class, every section of it, is facing
the most vicious drive in history against its wages, living standards,
and political rights. The whole working class faces rising fascist
reaction, fostered by Wall Street and its government.

Under the N.R.A. more than 45 per cent of the industrial
workers have been forced into company unions—the most sinister
sign of fascist reaction in America today. The right of the workers
to organize in genuine unions is challenged everywhere by the em-
ployers, and by the full force of the federal government. A new
series of sweeping injunctions, Labor Board rulings, and Presidential
decrees threaten the very existence of the trade unions. In the last
year, 51 workers have been murdered and thousands clubbed and
gassed on picket lines by troops, police and “vigilante” bands.

The main task for May Day, 1935, thus stands out with crystal
clearness. It is the unification of all forces of the labor and revolu-
tionary movement #1 actior against the starvation living standard set
by Roosevelt, for higher wages and shorter hours; against company
unionism, for the right to organize, strike and picket.

Workers, unite to fight for these basic rights!

Build a fighting United Front in the unions, in the factories,
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offices and stores! Smash the company union drive! Defeat the
injunctions by mass violations! Unite to build and safeguard the
existence of genuine fighting unions!

The Roosevelt-N.R.A. “Security” program means starvation for
the millions of unemployed. Sixteen million unemployed!—the re-
sult of more than five years of crisis and of the N.R.A.! These
millions and their dependents are forced to live at starvation level.
Unite to force the passage of H.R. 2827—the Workers’ Unemploy-
ment, Old Age and Social Insurance Bill!

Under the N.R.A., as an essential part of the drive against the
working class, there has been introduced in Congress and various
state legislatures a new series of anti-working-class repressive meas-
ures. ‘The anti-alien, deportation, sedition and criminal syndicalist
laws are used more than ever before to terrorize foreign-born and
native workers, and disrupt their organizations—to break strikes.
Hundreds of workers have been given prison sentences for labor
activity.

The Communist Party, the vanguard of the working class in
the fight against hunger, fascism and war, the leading force in
the struggle for the united front against starvation wages and relief,
has been made the special target of fascist attacks. The spokesmen
and the press of Wall Street monopoly capital, of fascist reaction,
are demanding the outlawing of the Communist Party. This is part
of the drive for the open shop, for the suppression of all genuine
workers’ organizations, especially the unions, for the destruction of
all democratic rights.

The Hearst press is spreading its fascist poison like a pestilence
throughout the land, aiding and abetting the fascist demagogues,
Coughlin, Huey Long, and the entire fascization program of the
Roosevelt New Deal. Behind the screen of democratic phrases,
Hearst, Matthew Woll, Coughlin, Huey Long and their ilk, advo-
cate for America the program of Hitler and Mussolini. Back of
them stand Wall Street and its various organizations—the Bankers’
Association, the National Manufacturers’ Association, the National
Chamber of Commerce, etc., etc.

Workers, unite for struggle against fascist reaction!—in what-
ever form it appears! Unite for the repeal and defeat of all
existing and proposed anti-labor repressive laws! Defend the for-
eign-born workers! Defend all democratic rights of the working
class! Unite and defend the working class organizations! Defend
the Communist Party! Unite to free Tom Mooney and all class-
war prisoners!

Under the N.R.A. a new campaign of lynch terror, and of
special “legal” suppression is carried on against the Negro people,
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especially in the South. New efforts are made by the government,
by Wall Street and its hangers-on, like the top-officialdom of the
A. F. of L., a section of the Socialist Party leadership, the reformist
leaders of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People, to widen the breach between white and Negro workers.
Unite in the struggle for Negro rights and the liberation of the
Negro people! Abolish discrimination against Negroes in the unions
and industries! Fight for the release of the Scottsboro boys and
Angelo Herndon!

Workers, the time has come for a decisive break with the political
parties of monopoly capitalism, the Democratic and Republican
Parties. Build an anti-capitalist mass Labor Party to extend and
strengthen the fighting united front of all working people through
independent working class political action against monopoly capital;
to aid in the organization of a powerful trade-union movement in
which capitalist party politicians shall have no place; to be a central
rallying point in the unification of the American working class for
effective struggle against the Roosevelt-Wall Street N.R.A. pro-
gram of hunger, fascist reaction and imperialist war. Break with
the political parties of our class enemies! Unite in an anti-capitalist
mass Labor Party!

The Agricultural Adjustment Administration is further ruining
the already impoverished farmers, forcing them into peasantry, or
into the ranks of the unemployed in the city. With millions of
unemployed subsisting on starvation rations, government officials de-
clare that two to three million farmers are no longer needed.
The government exploited the drought to destroy the livestock and
farm business of the small farmers. Cotton croppers are being
“plowed under”, and driven into forced labor and more terrible
peonage. The farm hands and rural workers get starvation wages
and are working under unendurable unsanitary conditions. They
are denied even the few rights which the industrial workers have
won. Their strikes are suppressed with even greater brutality than
the strikes of the industrial workers. Unemployment is rife among
them, and the relief extended to them is entirely inadequate.

Unite to force the repeal of the A.A.A.! Fight the forced
reduction and destruction program of the New Deal! Fight the
subsistence farming program! Unite to force the enactment of
* the Farmers’ Emergency Relief Bill, H.R. 3471! Fight the Bank-
head Gin Tax! Force the cancellation of the mortgage, land and
tax debts of the small and middle farmers! = Fight against evictions
and forced sales—for cash relief and long-term production credit
without interest for the toiling farmers! Unite and fight for the
abolition of the white landlord store system in the South!
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Unite and fight for the right of the agricultural workers to
organize, strike and picket!

A whole generation of youth is denied the right to work and live.
Under the N.R.A. young workers and women workers are more ex-
ploited and discriminated against than ever before. Women workers
are discriminated against in the wage provision of the codes. Young
workers are discriminated against in the payment of wages, through
the apprentice clause of the N.R.A. codes. Youth are everywhere
denied relief payment and work relief jobs. School retrenchment
programs keep millions out of classes. Under the N.R.A. three-
quarters of a million youth are forced into army-controlled C.C.C.
camps, with their enforced military training. A whole barrage of
propaganda has been released to win the youth for fascism. Bills
are being introduced in state legislatures aiming to turn the schools
into fascist barracks, forcing upon students jingoistic patriotism and
military training. Directly and indirectly the government is attempt-
ing to centralize the control of all youth organizations behind its
reactionary program.

Workers, unite to secure the special demands for women and
young workers! Fight against the fascization of the youth! Fight
for jobs and relief for the unemployed young workers!

. Under the N.R.A. the World War veterans have been deceived
and double-crossed. Fight for the immediate payment of the bonus!

Roosevelt’s gigantic military and naval budget has astounded the
world. More than one billion dollars has already been appropriated
in 1935. It is the largest “peace” war budget of all time! It
shows that monopoly capital and its government have chosen war
as the way out of the crisis—that they intend to infuse strength into
decaying capitalism through the blood of millions of workers and
farmers. The C.C.C. camps are part of the military set-up. So is
the Roosevelt plan for forced labor on public works. So is the $50
per month Roosevelt “Security” wage which brings workers’ wages
close to and even below the army scale. Unite to defeat the war
program! Support the united front organization, the American
League Against War and Fascism! Fight for the transferring of
all war appropriations to unemployment relief and insurance funds.

Against the background of the decline and decay of capitalism,
the historic achievements of the workers and farmers of the Soviet
Union in Socialist construction stand out in bold relief. The victories
of Socialist construction in the Soviet Union are victories in the
struggle of the new Socialist world against the decaying capitalist
werld. The Soviet Union is the inspiration of the workers and toil-
ing farmers the world over. All the more intense therefore is the
hatred of the capitalists for the Soviet Union. The threat of a new
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war against the Soviet Union is now real and immediate. The lying
and provocative assaults on the Soviet Union by the Hearst press in
agreement with Hitler, the attacks by the Roosevelt administration
and the State Department are followed by the demand from repre-
sentatives of clerical and fascist reaction for the breaking off of
diplomatic relations. These war-like provocations coincide with the
march of Japanese imperialism toward the Soviet frontiers, and with
the new war-like activities of German-Polish fascism against the
Soviet Union. In this campaign, the A. F. of L. top-bureaucracy,
leaders of the Socialist Party, counterfeit liberals, Lovestoneite rene-
gades from Communism, and the counter-revolutionary Trotskyite-
Musteite outfit join forces with Hearst and all enemies of the Amer-
ican working class.

Workers and toiling farmers, unite to repel these attacks on the
Socialist fatherland of the world working class! In this struggle
the defense of the most basic interests of all working people is at
stake! Unite in defense of the Soviet Union against all enemies!

The Cuban people are waging mighty struggles against the
regime of terror imposed by Wall Street’s lackey government of
Mendieta. The trade unions have been suppressed and their leaders
forced into hiding. The developing Cuban revolution aims at the
national emancipation of Cuba from the yoke of American impe-
rialism. The American laboring masses must raise higher and higher
the banner of international solidarity with the oppressed people of
Cuba, against the oppression and intervention of American im-
perialism. Support the revolutionary struggles of the Cuban people!
Stop the shipment of munitions to Cuba! Demand the withdrawal
of Ambassador Cafferey!

On May Day, 1935, the sixth year of the crisis, the bankruptcy
of capitalism is written in large letters that spell decline and decay.
The new exactions of monopoly capitalism in crisis press with intol-
erable weight upon employed and unemployed alike. Qur task is to
organize and unite the entire working class, and around it the im-
poverished farmers and middle classes, the oppressed professionals
and small traders, to resist the daily attacks upon our living standards
and working conditions, on the unions and other workers’ organiza-
tions and upon workers’ democratic rights. In these struggles, the
working class and its allies are equipped for the overthrow of capi-
talism with its permanent mass unemployment, mass want and desti-
tution—and its continuous war for profit.

Workers, unite for these vital battles in defense of your daily
needs! Prepare the way for power—for a workers’ and farmers’
government in the United States! For the only true democracy—
the democracy of the working class—the dictatorship of the prole-
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tariat, against the dictatorship of monopoly capital and the horrors
of fascism—for a Soviet America! This is the revolutionary way
out of the crisis, the only way out of the crisis that does not lead to
surrender and defeat, to ever-worse slavery for all working people,
but instead leads to victory of a united working class over all its
enemies. Workers, Negro and white, employed and unemployed,
organized and unorganized, native and foreign-born, Communist
and Socialist, Democrat and Republican! White collar workers!
Exploited farmers! This is a call for united action in the life-and-
death struggle for the right to work and live.

Build the united front in the unions, factories and shops, mills
and mines, in rajlway and marine transports, in offices and stores,
in city and country! Down tools on May Day! Turn out into the
streets!  Strike and demonstrate in a mighty working class united
front against the Roosevelt N.R.A. program of hunger, fascism
and war!

Unite for May Day—for the right to organize and strike! For
higher wages and shorter hours, against speed-up and stretch-out!
For fighting unions and the union shop! Against company unions
and the open-shop! For industrial unions! Unite to abolish anti-
labor injunctions, to defeat injunctions by mass violation! Unite to
build an anti-capitalist mass labor party!

Unite to force the enactment of the Workers’ Unemployment,
Old Age, and Social Insurance Bill, H.R. 2827! Unite against all
anti-working class laws! Unhite to defeat and repeal all laws against
foreign-born workers! Uhite to repeal all criminal syndicalism and
sedition laws used against the workers! Unite to free Tom Mooney
and all class-war prisoners! Secure the right of free speech, free
assemblage and free press! Unite to defend the democratic rights
of working people and their organizations! Defend the Com-
munist Party and all organizations of the working class.

Unite in the struggle against lynch and murder terror and all
discrimination against Negroes! Unite for the immediate release
of the Scottsboro boys and Angelo Herndon! Unite in support of
the liberation struggles of the Negro people!

Unite to win jobs and relief for the youth! Fight the militariza-
tion of the C.C.C. camps. For equal pay for equal work for youth
and adult, women and men! Fight against the fascization of the
youth!

Fight for the passage of the Farmers Emergency Relief Bill,
H.R. 3471! Against eviction and forced sales! For the cancel-
lation of the mortgage, rent and tax debts of the small and middle
farmers! ;
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Unite and fight for the release. of Ernst Thaelmann, Rakosi,
Pena, and all anti-fascist prisoners!

Unite to defend the Socialist Fatherland—the Soviet Union!
Hands off China! Defend the Chinese Workers’ and Peasants’
Revolution! Hands off Cuba! Unite for the revolutionary way
out of the crisis! For the Workers’ and Farmers’ Government! For
a Soviet America, for working class democracy!

Organize the united front to carry out this’ program in the
unions, factories, mills, mines, in railway and marine transport, in
offices and stores, in city and country!

Join the Communist Party—the revolutionary party of the
American working class! Organize the mass united front against
Hunger, Fascism and War.



Our Tasks in the Light of
Changed Conditions

By MORRIS CHILDS

HE resolution of the January 15-18 Plenum of the Central

Committee opens with the statement: “Profound changes have
taken place in the U.S.A. in the recent period.” Our policies and
tactics on the trade-union question, the united front, and the Labor
Party correspond to these changed conditions. The enemies of
the Communist Party, particularly the Lovestoneite renegades from
Communism and the counter-revolutionary Trotskyites, attempt to
deny the growing class consciousness and the Leftward upsurge
among the masses. They, like all other apologists of the bourgeoisie,
claim that history moves only in circles, continually repeating itsel#.
The Lovestoneites cry that there is “nothing new” in the matter of
the Labor Party: “We were for a Labor Party seven years ago, a
year ago, and now.” The Trotskyites offer their very “profound”
contribution on this vital political question with the statement that
“a labor party can only be an instrument of reform”. Thus, with a
phrase, they dismiss the possibility of involving the American work-
ing class in the struggle against capitalism through independent politi-
cal action by means of a mass anti-capitalist Labor Party.

These enemies of the working class refuse to recognize the fact
that the world has changed its face during the last six years. OQOur
tasks and most important problems must be solved under different
conditions, in a period different from that of six or seven, or even
two, years ago, when the “New Deal” was first ushered in. Today
even the relative stabilization of capitalism is shattered. The matur-
ing idea of “storming capitalism™ has led, in a2 number of countries,
to open clashes between the forces of the working class and those
of capitalism. The slogan of Soviet Power came to the fore in
many of these battles. The growth of fascism and the danger of
war as well as the crisis in the ranks of Social-Democracy * have
created a burning desire among the masses of the proletariat for a
united front of struggle.

*Even the reactionary S.P. Old Guardist James Oneal had to admit
recently of his party: “It is obvious that the Party is drifting to some catas-
trophe which any changes in the declaration will not avert.”
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In the United States, during 1934, we witnessed a wave of
strikes unprecedented in modern history. These strikes, steadily de-
veloping to higher stages of class conflict, drew in wide masses of
toilers, even those not directly involved. In many cases growing into
actions of solidarity where the whole working class population united
in struggle against the employing class, as in the San Francisco
General Strike.

INTENSIFICATION OF WORK IN THE A. F. OF L.

The Eighth Convention of our Party gave a correct estimate of
our work in the trade unions. The Convention marked the begin-
ning of our intensified work in the American Federation of Labor,
The two Central Committee Plenums of July and September, 1934,
analyzed more concretely our achievements and shortcomings in re-
lation to our general activity in the A. F. of L., especially the role
of the Party in the strike struggles, At the time of the Eighth Con-
vention of our Party we compared the number of strikes led by the
revolutionary unions with those led by the A. F. of L. It was

*correct to make such comparisons at that time. We must still con-
tinue to make comparisons, even though our chief and central trade
union task is work in the A. F. of L. Our Communist activity
in the American Federation of Labor will be measured by the degree
of leadership we give to such struggles, the number of strikes and
independent struggles that we initiate, even over the heads of the
A. F. of L. bureaucracy.

THE REORGANIZATION OF THE N.R.A. AND THE CHANGED
TACTICS OF THE BUREAUCRACY

The recent policies of Roosevelt, the reorganization of the
N.R.A., the more open attacks against the working class by the
New Deal administration, influence the tactics of the A. F. of L.
bureaucracy. William Green and other labor leaders no longer
talk of the N.R.A. and Section 7A as the “Magna Charta” of
labor. New conditions and 2 growing disillusionment with the
N.R.A. force the bureaucracy to use other methods.

In the early days of the N.R.A. the A. F. of L. organization
campaign was carried on under the banner of Section 7A. At that
time the bureaucrats would say they wanted the workers to vote in
order to determine the union they preferred in a particular factory
or industry. For William Green to place the problem in the same
old way would be useless, as the workers no longer would take it
seriously. Even Mr. Biddle, chairman of the N.R.A. Labor
Board, stated upon the introduction of Richberg’s proposals for the
reorganization of the N.R.A. that “Section 7A is unenforceable”
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and that “not much is being done now on the enforcement of labor
law”.

At the present time the question of voting is raised somewhat
differently. Although the bureaucrats have not openly endorsed the
strike “truce” of Roosevelt, they nevertheless work overtime to
head off the strike struggles of the workers. The maneuvers of
Wm. Green in the automobile situation may tend to mislead some
workers into believing that he has turned radical, that he is actually
mobilizing the workers for strike. However, the exploiting class
knows different.

Business Week of February 9, 1935, in an article entitled,
“Labor Breaks With New Deal”, says:

“Labor organization work has ceased to ride on the momentum
of the passage of the N.LR.A.s Section 7A—worse than that, it
was definitely losing out because leaders had promised on the strength
of 7A more than they could deliver.

“On the other side of the picture where Mr. Green is to be seen
in a dress suit holding conferences with the ‘big guys” in Washington,
there is also a shadow. He and his associates seem likewise to have
promised the ‘big guys’ more than they could deliver.”

And further

«, .. the A. F. of L. has reached the point where it seems better
politics to advertise direct action than to publicize its intimate con-
nections with the New Deal and with the President who is interested
in the long run, whereas the Federation wants the profitable excite-
ment of short sprints. Less than a year ago when the rank and file
of union members in tke steel industry were hell-bent for trouble, the
alliance with Washington still seemed so fair that Mr. Green could
use its promise to talk down the threatened strike vote. Today when
the rank and file cries ‘raw deal’ ifs smarter to shout with them.
[My emphasis—M.C.]

“Tomorrow, of course, Mr. Roosevelt’s smile may again make
Mr Green gurgle, but the tone of the boys who pay the dues will
be diverted to organization meetings now starting in the motor cities,
and the strike threats, and the legislative demands that will provide
the fireworks which Washington withheld.”

How well the masters know their lackeys! The labor bureauc-
racy executes all kinds of maneuvers because of the discontent ex-
pressed by the workers, because of their impatience and their
disillusionment with the New Deal. William Green, fearing that
the automobile situation will get out of hand and actually culminate
in a strike, has taken organizational measures to guarantee that there
shall be no strike without his sanction. At the present time the
United Automobile Workers locals have been asked to sign written
affidavits turning over to him all power of negotiation. Together
with these instructions William Green has launched a new attack
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against the militant workers and Communists who oppose his policies
of betrayal.

The strike sentiment among the working class is still very strong.
The A. F. of L. bureaucracy, when it cannot break down this
spirit, calls for a strike vote; but even before the vote is completed
or the ballots are counted, announces that the workers have voted
against the strike. We have had numerous such experiences in the
Wisconsin District.

In order to stop the Leftward drift of the working class, the
employers are sometimes compelled to deal with the unions and
even consent to sign an agreement with the A. F. of L. but what
kind of agreements do they sign? Although the workers originally
demand a closed shop and union recognition, the leadership agrees to
a “modified” form of recognition and to the insertion of a clause
which gives the employers permission to deal with “any group”. This
leaves the door open for company unions when necessary. This
example is not a generalization; many recent A. F. of L. agreements
are so worded and signed. An outstanding example is the agree-
ment between the A. F. of L. and the A. O. Smith Corporation in
Milwaukee, where more than 5,000 workers are employed. This
agreement completely ignores the economic needs and demands of
the workers; instead, a clause is incorporated which reads as follows:
“Uf, in the opinion of the management, in view of better economic
conditions, at any future time while this agreement is in effect,
increases can be made over and above the rates now in effect, such
increases will be made”.

This is a common type of agreement that the bureaucracy now
resorts to in order to demoralize the struggles of the organized
working class.

WE MUST DEVELOP STRIKE STRUGGLES TO HIGHER LEVEL

What can the Communists do to change this situation and to
win the workers away from the bureaucracy? In the call for the
auto strike, William Green has completely ignored the economic
demands. It is therefore necessary that we raise such demands.
In some sections of the country it is possible at this time to raise the
strikes to a higher level, and to unfold their political content from
the start.

During the first period of the N.R.A. we witnessed strikes
for the enforcement of the code provisions; but later, as the masses
learned through bitter experience the real meaning of the N.R.A.,
strike struggles developed against the labor provisions in the codes.

The majority of workers in the auto industry in Wisconsin are
organized into the A. F. of L. These workers resent the interfer-
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ence of the Auto Labor Board and would be ready to strike in the
event that this Board ordered an election as they did in Detroit
and other centers. It is the task of the Communists to place this
problem clearly in order to develop the consciousness of the workers
with regard to the N.R.A. Thus, while arising from economic de-
mands, the strike would from the beginning assume a political
aspect involving resistence, not only to the attacks of the employers,
but to the agencies of the government and the N.R.A. The con-
ditions for the realization of such strikes are ripening day by day.

HOW TO EXTEND RANK-AND-FILE MOVEMENT IN LOCAL UNIONS

To prepare for the coming battles we should learn from past
strike struggles. The following example of a strike in which the
Communists actively participated can be utilized as an experience
in the fight against the bureaucracy and in putting into life the trade
union policies of the Party as contained in the January C.C. resolu-
tion. The Boston Store in Milwaukee was the first department
store strike to take place in this country. This strike involved clerks,
maintenance men, and teamsters. The clerks assume importance in
this case because they are a new category of workers to be involved
in open class conflict. This group in the past considered itself above
the ordinary proletariat. The Communists organized around them
a rank-and-file group which met frequently and quite openly. This
group was not called an “opposition”—a bad term to use when
fighting for the leadership in the trade unions. This rank-and-file
adopted certain demands and raised them on the floor of the union,
often succeeding in getting the support of the majority. Even when
these demands were defeated because of the opposition on the part
of the A. F. of L. bureaucracy, the rank and file continued to act
over the heads of the bureaucrats. Obviously, if the Boston Store
strike was to be won, it had to be broadened—other categories of
workers and other stores had to be involved. The leadership took
no steps in this direction. Therefore the rank and file issued a
statement in its own name and circulated it among the workers.
The statement created such an impression among the workers that
the officials were compelled to recognize it and even agree to give
the mailing list to the rank and file in order to reach other workers.
This appeal, while stressing the necessity of broadening the strike,
also criticized the bureaucracy in the following way:

“You may argue that our officials are too weak-kneed. You
may say that we should have had a complete shutdown of the Boston
Store. You may argue that we should have brought you and all
other department store workers, out with us. But the only way to
answer these arguments is for you to join the union, sign up every
member in your department and attend every meeting. Then watch
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us grow! Then you can add your voice to the growing strength of
the rank-and-file members who are battling for militant tactics both
inside the union and outside.”

On the basis of this kind of work the Communists and other
militant workers were not just in opposition. The workers saw that
this group actually strove to improve working conditions and win the
strike. When the rank and file introduced a motion to mobilize
workers of other crafts for the picket line, they were the ones to
take the lead in organizing and leading the flying squadrons that
were to carry out these tasks. Because of the proper leadership and
work in the strike, the Communists were able to form a united
front with the non-party workers as well as with some rank-and-file
Socialists who not only participated on the picket line but joined the
rank-and-file group. Some of these Socialist workers took the floor
at union meetings and carried on a struggle against their own “com-
rades” personified in the bureaucracy. When the last elections in
this union were held, the slate of candidates proposed by the rank
and file, numbering about 20, included many Socialist workers.

The Socialist Party Executive, at its Boston meeting last Decem-
ber, in opposing the united front with the Communists, urged a
united front with the A. F. of L. The S.P. leadership argued
that there was more to be gained from such a united front than
from common action with the Communists. What they meant,
of course, was a united front with William Green and other labor
bureaucrats. We can answer this argument of the S.P. Executive
very effectively, as we have done in practice many times, by uniting
with the Socialist workers on the picket line and fighting for the
improvement of conditions. Such activity gives the lie to the charge
of the Socialist leadership that the Communists are only “disrupters®.
It is this experience during the Boston Store strike that brought
Socialists into the rank-and-file group and spread the influence of
the Communists. In the City of Kenosha the reactionaries wanted
to exclude a number of militant workers from the Central Trades
Council on the ground that they were Communists. The united
front between these militants, including Communists, Socialists, as
well as other delegates, was responsible for the defeat of the re-
actionaries and helped to arouse the labor movement of that city.
The united front in the A. F. of L. assumes the greatest importance
at this time.

COMMUNISTS CAN TAKE THE INITIATIVE IN BUILDING
A. F. OF L. UNIONS

Another aspect of our trade union work is the question of when
to build unions of the American Federation of Labor. In District
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18 we have difficulties in convincing some comrades that it was
necessary for us to initiate building of A. F. of L. unions, especially
the organization of federal locals in some big factories. That this
line is proving correct is shown by the highly promising results. This
will also place the Communists in a very strategic position in the
local leadership. It can, at the start, assure the trade unions a
leadership that believes in a policy of class struggle as against class
collaboration.

Some comrades insist that if revolutionary unions are not or-
ganized, perhaps an independent union should be set up, as an
intermediary step, before bringing the workers into the A. F. of L.
We cannot be too mechanical in approaching the problem. In the
Milwaukee District, for example, one must never lose sight of the
influence of the Socialist Party and the fact that it controls the
American Federation of Labor from its highest to some of its low-
est offices. In a situation where the majority of the organized work-
ing class is in the A. F. of L. in the most important industries and
some of the most important factories, Communists must be careful
not to isolate themselves from this main stream of the labor move-
ment. On the other hand, it is necessary to be flexible as regards
this question.

We had an example where workers employed by the Telephone
Company wished to organize. At the present time they are forced
to belong to a company union. Some workers joined the A. F. of
L., while the majority held back because of past experiences that
had aroused in them a mistrust of some local labor bureaucrats, par-
ticularly those in the electrical unions. These same workers were
not ready to join a revolutionary union. If the workers insist on
forming an independent union, it would not be a wrong step. At a
later time, or even now, we can raise the slogan of trade union
unity, and when these workers become convmced they will merge
with the A. F. of L.

THE UNITED FRONT

The question of the united front cannot be separated from the
trade-union question. Our link with the rank and file of the A. F.
of L. and S.P. is very important for the establishment of the united
front. On Armistice Day a large anti-war demonstration ‘was or-
ganized in Milwaukee, involving about 10,000 workers: Socialist,
A. F. of L., and Communist. When the meeting to organize this
demonstration was called, the Communists were deliberately not in-
vited by the S.P. Ieadershlp The Communist Party sent represen-
tatives to the meeting, however, and in the course of the conference
succeeded in winning over the rank and file of the Socialist Party
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to 2 point where they included the Communists on the leading
arrangement committees. Communist participation in this meeting
changed the character of the demonstration from what would have
been a pacifist get-together into a militant anti-war and anti-fascist
demonstration. It was this united front action that for the first time
in years convinced many Socialist workers that the Communists are
fighters and organizers in the interests of the working class. The
state conference of the American League Against War and Fascism
held last December was another step in the direction of the united
front. The greatest bloc of delegates was from A. F. of L. trade
unions, representing 40,000 workers. There were also 27 Socialists,
among them many influential members of the S.P. The Socialist
delegates signed an open declaration appealing for the united front.

Had we not worked from below, visiting local unions, raising
the question of war and fascism on the floor of the Federated Trades
Council, issuing leaflets, etc., the united front would not have ad-
vanced. We all know that the Socialist mayor, Dan Hoan, opposes
the united front. He has very often made statements to the effect
that “in the U.S. we do not face the danger of war”, that “fascism
is a remote idea because our democratic institutions will not permit
it”. Yet Dan Hoan, because of mass pressure, was compelled to
speak and participate at a demonstration jointly with Communists.
The Milwaukee County Central Committee of the Socialist Party
has on numerous occasions passed motions threatening expulsions for
participation in united fronts of any kind. Yet, Socialists continue
to participate in united front activities. At the present time it is
necessary to work with all the greater energy for a united May Day
demonstration. The Socialist leadership is already carrying through
all kinds of maneuvers to split the ranks of the workers. In the
past years the S.P. in Milwaukee celebrated May Day in true
Social-Democratic fashion—on the first Sunday after May Day,
but this year, in order to head off the movement for a joint united
demonstration, it is planning a separate demonstration on May First.
The urge for the united front is very powerful and is spreading.
It is necessary to reach the masses and to convince them that these
splitting tactics of the S.P. leadership must be defeated in the in-
terests of the working class.

Some good Socialist comrades who have participated in many
united front actions with Communists are sometimes hesitant, be-
cause they do not want to “violate the discipline” of their party.
It is necessary to remind these comrades of the time when the
German Social-Democrats voted for war credits. It was the pretext
of “discipline” that caused many Left members of the Reichstag
fraction to surrender to the Rights and social-chauvinists and endorse
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the war credxts upon the outbreak of war. Discipline is not an
abstract thmg that can be separated from the class struggle. If the
enforced discipline is detrimental to the interests of the working
class, if the Socialist leadership uses it to prevent the united front of
the working class, the membership must become aware of this and
act accordingly.

The united front actions that have taken place in Milwaukee
must be considered only as steps towards the united front. These
united front actions have lasted only a short while, and have not yet
crystallized into a united front extending over a long period of time,
The task is to develop these actions and to broaden them.

THE LABOR PARTY

The question of the Labor Party is linked up with the problem
of the trade unions and that of the united front. The S.P. executive
meeting in Boston raised, not only the question of uniting with the
labor bureaucracy, but elected a committee to take steps for reach-
ing an understanding or agreement between the S.P., the LaFollette
Progressives, Sinclair, Olson, etc. In Milwaukee there was a heated
debate on this problem immediately after its announcement. Some
branches of the S.P. held discussions on the topic, “Should We Unite
With the LaFollette Progressives”? Some Socialist leaders pointed
to certain advantages that would come with such unity. The So-
cialist Party in Milwaukee controls the administration; therefore,
these politicians calculate things from quite a material point of view.
When they speak of unity with LaFollette and the gains that would
- come, they think in terms of jobs, political favors, etc. There was
another question raised, from the rank and file of the S.P. They
asked, “If we join up with the Progressives would this not give us
a wider base and we could approach people that are at the present
time against Socialists”? When this question was asked, all we could
answer was that it would be far better for the Communists and
Socialists to unite on the basis of some immediate demands instead of
compromising the last pretense of independent political action of
the working class. We stated, further, that such a united front
of Communists and Socialists would draw the Progressive workers
and farmers with us and that together we could fight against the
bourgeoisie represented by LaFollette. At the present time we can
answer much more concretely on the basis of the Central Commit-
tee resolution.

THE LAFOLLETTE PROGRESSIVE PARTY IS NOT A LABOR PARTY

The Progressive Party of LaFollette is only about nine months
old. When that party was formed there was quite a struggle on the
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floor of the convention between the labor elements and the LaFol-
lettes. The trade-union element insisted upon a labor arty of some
kind, while the LaFollette brothers insisted that a class party was out
of order under American conditions. When the question of name
was discussed, more than 50 delegates, chiefly from the trade unions,
voted for the name “Labor Party” or “Farmer-Labor Party” as
against the name Progressive. When the convention of the Pro-
gressive Party was over, in May, 1934, the secretary of the Wis-
consin Federation of Labor, John Handley, made an open statement
in the press, expressing disagreement and disappointment with LaFol-
lette and the Progressive Party. The hope that a Labor Party would
be organized by this convention was shattered. The 1934 report of
the General Executive Board of the Wisconsin State Federation of
Labor, adopted at the forty-second annual convention, states the
following on this question.

“While negotiations between state labor and farmer representa-
tives were still in progress, the Progressives called a convention under
their own auspices and adopted the name ‘Progressive Party’. While
some farmers and individual unionists were invited as representatives,
this convention was in no sense a farmer-labor convention, and was
not intended to be. There were in attendance many who were pres-
ent or former office holders, and, while professedly progressive, whose
records on labor and farmer measures would hardly bear scrutiny.
None of those present who opposed the name Farmer-Labor were
authorized to speak for the Wisconsin State Feedration of Labor.
Attorney Padway, who was introduced as counsel for the Wisconsin
State Federation of Labor, nevertheless was not authorized at any
time to represent labor on political questions and could only speak
as an individual. Secretary J. J. Handley, who was not a delegate to
the convention, but was present, took the floor and expressed the
true position of the State Federation of Labor.”

The Wisconsin State Federation of Labor further condemns
both the Progressive and the Socialist Party for their evasive tactics
in relation to the Labor Party. This is stated very clearly in the
same report:

“Leaders of both the Progressive and Socialist groups generally
gave little or no encouragement to our efforts. For the most part,
they were evasive. It was apparent in most cases that they feared
the loss of group control and a weakening of their respective leader-
ships.

“The Progressives, with the sole exception of the 1924 campaign,
when the senior LaFollette consented to become the independent
candidate for President of the United States, at no time indicated a
tendency for independent political action until the stage was set by
labor and when labor’s representatives were preparing to crystallize
.the growing sentiment for a new party into action by calling a con-
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vention for the purpose of perfecting a new party and when the
_ time for action was made propitious by the tragic breakdown of
‘the capitalist-controlled system.”

The Wisconsin Federation of Labor in 1933 ‘as well as in 1934
at its conventions came forward in its resolutions in favor of a labor
party. Even within the ranks of the LaFollette Progressive Party
there is a group calling itself the “Farmer-Labor League” which
has for its objective the establishment of some kind of a labor party
with a program as they say: “More radical than the Progressives
heretofore entertained, and with the name ‘Farmer-Labor Party’.”

At that time the Party offered no immediate solution to these
questions which bothered the followers of LaFollette and many
workers of the A. F. of L. and S.P. The masses in Wisconsin
have shown by their vote for the Progressive Party that they are
discontented with the old parties. It is true that Senator LaFollette
claimed to be a representative of the New Deal. It is also true that
Roosevelt came out in favor of the election of LaFollette. But the
vote in Wisconsin does not indicate that the masses voted for the
New Deal. LaFollette promised them a # more radical extension of
the New Deal and that is why the masses voted for LaFollette. If
the masses just wanted to vote for the New Deal they would have
elected Democrats and not have defeated them on a state-wide scale.
The trend in Wisconsin was similar to that of many other sections
in the United States, particularly in Minnesota and California.

In Wisconsin, the progressive movement is organized ‘into a
separate party. This party has state control. There is also the
Socialist Party, which has a mass base with an especially great influ-
ence in the industrial areas of the state. To raise the labor party
slogan in a general way is insufficient. It is necessary to place this
problem more concretely. The LaFollette progressives say, “Why a
labor party? We are that party”. The Socialist leadership, too,
says, “We are a recognized party, we have been influential in politics
in Milwaukee for over 20 years. We have a regular place on the
ballot. We are that labor party.”” These questions must be an-
swered. They can be answered on the basis of the Central Com-
mittee resolution.

THE MASS LABOR PARTY MUST INCLUDE THE COMMUNISTS

It is very important that we point out the difference between a
..mass Labor Party and the Progressive Party. The LaFollettes deny
_ the class struggle; but the class struggle exists. In fact, the class
differentiation within the LaFollette Progressive Party already ap-
peared when that Party was founded. We must popularize point D
of the Central Committee resolution which says that we are in
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favor of a “labor party built up from below on a trade-union basis
but in conflict with the bureaucracy, putting forward a program of
demands closely connected with mass struggles, strikes, etc., with the
leading role played by the militant elements, including the Com-
munists”. '

The LaFollette Progressive Party is organized along lines dif-
ferent from those of the Farmer-Labor Party of Minnesota. In
the former there is no dues-paying membership and there are no
affiliated organizations. The Progressive form of organization is
similar to that of the Republican and Democratic Parties. Its or-
ganizations in the precincts, wards, and counties are only of a tem-
porary nature, active only at election time. At present, the Pro-
gressives are organizing clubs which include workers; but these are
not yet of a mass character, although they may be such in the future.
the leading committees of the organizations locally and on a state-
wide scale are in the hands of professional politicians. Therefore,
for the present at least, it is out of the question to work inside the
Progressive Party. Although the trade unions are not directly affili-
ated to the Progressive Party, they are, nevertheless, under the
influence of LaFollette. At present there is 2 struggle for leadership
between the Progressives and the Socialist Party in the Wisconsin
State Federation of Labor. This struggle was already in evidence
at the time of the last convention of the Wisconsin State Federa.
tion of Labor when the convention refused to print William Green’s
speech endorsing Bob LaFollette.

Many workers have asked: What guarantee have we that when
such a Labor Party is formed the Communists will not be excluded
from it? We cannot speak of guarantees, but recent experiences
in work within the A. F. of L. show that if we are linked with
the masses in the trade unions then it is not so easy for the bureau-
crats to expel Communists. In Wisconsin during the last eight
months the bureaucracy at the instigation of Green attempted to
expel from the A. F. of L. at least 20 people in a number of unions;
but to this day they have not succeeded in expelling one person. Why?
Because the bureaucracy could not gain the support of the rank and
file. If the Communists and other militants are entrenched in
the trade unions and if the Labor Party is based on these, then the
Communists can and will be a part of such a broad movement.

‘The most important task in Wisconsin, therefore, is to initiate
in the trade unions a campaign for 2 mass Labor Party. These
are the first steps to be taken in this direction: We must adopt labor
tickets in the local elections, these labor tickets to be based on mass
organizations of the workers, particularly and chiefly the trade
unions. We must raise the problem of a labor party in the local
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unions, as opposed to the Progressive Party, and.get the unions to
go on record for a Labor Party built up from below around the
program of demands closely linked up with their struggles. We
must prepare for the coming Wisconsin Federation of Labor con-
vention and raise this problem for discussion in order to achieve en-
dorsement of a mass Labor Party. The Wisconsin Federation of
Labor again voted for a discussion on this question, and their pre-
vious decisions can be made use of by the militant elements. Here
the Communists will have to take special care to convince the conven-
tion and the membership of the A. F. of L. of the type of a Labor
Party that should be organized. The winning of the trade unions
and masses for a Labor Party would compel the Socialist Party lead-
ership to take a position on this question, since they could not afford
to ignore such 2 movement. When the Wisconsin State Federation
of Labor went on record for a Labor Party, the resolution pointed
to the need of a party broader and more inclusive than the Socialist
Party. Many Socialist workers, especially those in the trade unions,
have in the past expressed themselves for a Labor Party.

It is necessary to repeat the statement from the January resolu-
tion of the Central Committee:

“The struggle for the political leadership of the masses who are
now breaking away from the Democratic and Republican Parties
depends at all its stages on the constant growth and strengthening of
the C.P. as an independent revolutionary force for which purpose
it is necessary to popularize the Party program to ever broader
masses. The chief means to this aim is the bold and energetic de-
velopment of our work for the united front in all spheres, but
above all, in the trade unions, especially those affiliated to the
A . F.of L

Finally, we must stress the building of the Party and the need
for recruiting into our ranks the best workers from the shops and
trade unions. This will give us the most intimate connection with
the masses and will guarantee the carrying through of our tasks
before the Seventh Congress of the Communist International in a
real Communist fashion. The initiative belongs to us.




Development of Work in the

Harlem Section
By JAMES W. FORD anp LOUIS SASS

IN REVIEWING the general political and economic situation of

the country as it affects our community, we find: (1) Unemploy-
ment in Harlem reaching the tremendous figure of from 75 per cent
to 85 per cent of the Negro population and to almost the same extent
among the Latin-Americans; (2) The growing militancy among the
workers in the struggle for unemployment relief and jobs. This
struggle at all times took the form of a struggle against discrimina-
tion, jim-crow, which the Negro workers as well as Puerto Ricans and
other colonials are subjected to. (3) The movements for the im-
mediate economic needs of the masses were, we can safely say, con-
ducted almost entirely by our Party and the organizations under its
influence.

Another very significant point that we must here note is the
political struggles that developed in the course of the past year. The
Scottsboro struggle has reached increasingly higher levels, demonstra-
tions and united front conferences exposing the role of the courts and
the government. This struggle tock on more and more openly the
national liberation character, raising the most fundamental issues of
Negro liberation. These politicai struggles have contributed tremen-
dously to the further radicalization of the masses and the develop-
ment of class consciousness on a broader scale, as demonstrated by the
growing unity of Negro and white workers in the various actions in
behalf of the Scottsboro boys, Angelo Herndon, etc.

Because of the tremendous radicalization of the Negro people,
and as a result of the advance of our Party and its leadership of the
masses, we find that there is not a single political group among the
Negro masses today that has not at one time or another made gestures
of cooperation towards the Party in order to deceive the masses.
During the past year, we have carried on negotiations and actions
with almost every group in our community, on a united front basis,
not failing to expose the leaders of these groups in order to turn the
masses to our program. The reason for these negotiations and ac-
tions is obvious if we understand the national liberation character of
our work. When we speak of the white Republican and Democratic
leaders, we speak of out-and-out reactionaries in most cases. Speak-
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ing of the Negro leaders of these parties, however, we must speak
of them as reformists who, being members of an oppressed nation,
are at times forced to attack in words the policies of their party
executives in order to retain their leadership over the masses.

The Amsterdam News, mouthpiece of one of the most reac-
tionary reformist groups in Harlem, which today is engaged in a
vicious attack on our Party and the I.L.D., not long ago offered its
pages to us in connection with Scottsboro, Herndon, rent strikes, etc.

The movement of Father Divine, numbering thousands, which
can best be illustrated by comparing it to the movement of Aimee
McPherson or Billy Sunday, in form, based, however, on the tremen-
dous desire of the masses to find solution to their economic and social
problems, has conducted with us several united front demonstrations,
against war and fascism and against relief discrimination.

The Urban League, in creating the Workers’ Committee, in-
tended to divide the ranks of the workers, by establishing jim-crow
labor organizations. Because of the immediate reaction of our Party
to the policy of segregation which is typical of Negro reformists, they
have not succeeded. They were forced to negotiate and work with
us because the workers in the Workers Council immediately saw the
correctness of the policy of the Party and revolutionary unions in
demanding a unified body of Negro and white workers in the
Workers’ Council.

The Garvey movement, even the Tiger Division, hailed Commu-
nism in the Scottsboro upsurge. Many of its honest rank-and-file
members endorsed our Party in the elections and many of them
joined our Party.

The Sufi movement which has called for the driving out of all
Jews from Harlem, has been forced at times to “flirt” with us be-
cause of the movement developed for jobs by our Party, demonstrat-
ing the possibility of victory as a result of united struggle of Negro
and white workers, The best example of this can be found in the
Empire Cafeteria struggle which resulted in the hiring of four Negro
workers without the firing of the white workers.

Among the Puerto Ricans, the Republican Torrez has participated
in the united front initiated by our movement to end discrimination
against Puerto Rican children.

All this emphasizes the national aspects of our work and the
growth of the influence of the Party. But, here we must state that
these movements have always been on the alert to attack most bit-
terly and viciously the activity of our Party and mass organizations
in order to deliver the masses to their master, the white capitalists.
We can further state, that in the course of our contacts with these
groups, we have not been successful in thoroughly discrediting them
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and exposing them before the Negro masses. Though at times we
have been successful in gaining the upper hand in important strug-
gles (Scottsboro, unemployment, struggles for jobs, etc.), at other
times, we were out-maneuvered. As, for example, the well-timed
attack of almost all the reformist groups on our Party in connection
with the Scottsboro case, just a few days before the elections. At
this time the reformist groups were successful in creating confusion
among the Negro masses in connection with the withdrawal of
Leibowitz from the defense of the Scottsboro boys. This was seized
upon by the Negro press, particularly because of the elections, to at-
tack violently the Communists, thereby weakening our strength at the
polls. The Amsterdam News and all other Negro papers in Harlem,
as well as most of the influential papers the country over, sided im-
mediately with Leibowitz and slandered the I.L.D. and the C.P.
Certainly, these papers and the reformist preachers reach tens of
thousands of Negro workers, and unless their vicious lying propa-
ganda can be immediately counteracted, they inevitably harm the
position of our Party in the community; and this is just what hap-
paned. For we were not successful in counteracting the lying prop-
aganda at once, being isolated from the great fraternal organiza-
tions of Negro people. We were able to distribute leaflets and we
called mass open-air meetings but this was not sufficient, for the
Negro reformists were in a position to carry their propaganda inside
of the large organizations which have tremendous influence over
popular opinion in Harlem. While we dominated the streets in Har-
lem the reformists dominated the mass organizations, where the most
decisive elements of the people are to be found.

A word should be said here about the national responsibilities of
our Section. Our Section has well understood that just as the reform-
ists give leadership to the entire country from Harlem, so the revolu-
tionary movement also has to assist in the development of the Negro
liberation movement all over the country. QOur most important con-
tribution in this respect is the work of Comrade Ford, who, in going
to various parts of the country, assists comrades in building the libera-
tion movement by transmitting our experiences.

Secondly, the work of Comrade Ford in the developing of a
Negro cadre, in which respect we can proudly point to scores of
Negro comrades who have come forward in the past year into lead-
ership in our Section as well as in the District. Whereas we can note
advances in creating a Negro cadre, we can also note a great deal
of inefficiency, lack of knowledge of the Party, unwillingness to
know the difficulties of the basic organ of the Party—the unit. We
have yet resistance on the part of a number of leading Negro cadres
to doing day-to-day plugging in the Party—the belief that by push-
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ing a button, the Party can be mobilized and put at their service,
etc. .

Recently Comrade Ford called 2 meeting of these leading com-
rades and outlined to them the difficulties of the Party, the task of a
Party member, the building of a solid collective Negro cadre in
Harlem, etc. This had a very good effect on our comrades.

These meetings will be continued and we feel confident that
we will succeed in further improving and consolidating our leader-
ship, thereby fulfilling one of our most important tasks of creating
a general staff in the national liberation movement.

Development of activities in Harlem for financial and other sup-
port to the work in the South—the “Sharecroppers Supporting Com-
mittee”, etc., is also part of fulfilling our national responsibiliies.

Our Section has in its territory a number of important shops, laun-
dries, metal shops, transport repair shops, etc. Thousands of Negro
workers employed in restaurants, stores, thousands of Negro needle
trades, marine, domestic workers and painters—all living in Harlem.
In lower Harlem, there are great numbers of tobacco workers and
food workers, etc.

We have been working on the establishment of a trade union
center in Harlem. Only lately, in the past months, did we make any
progress in this direction by organizing a Trade Union Commission,
composed of all the unions and union groups in our section, with
Comrade Manning Johnson in charge. At the present time, we have
as follows: Tobacco Workers Union, Needle Trades Workers Club
in upper Harlem, and in lower Harlem, a Metal Workers Union
group, the Workers Council in the Urban League, a group of Food
Workers and the Laundry Workers Union; also painters and
domestic workers and the transport workers groups. Our section
committee has been working together with all of these union groups.

In the case of the tobacco workers, we have helped the Union
leadership in every important undertaking.

In the case of the Food Workers Union, our Section was instru-
mental in organizing the Empire Cafeteria.

We have been trying to work with the Laundry Workers Union.
‘This was very difficult in the past. Now, however, as a result of the
Trade Union Commission and the work of Comrade Johnson, we
are in very close contact with this union and have been able to help
it in overcoming some of the bad tendencies and difficulties in its
leadership.

In the Workers Council, one of our chief weaknesses was our
inability to get regular and consistent representation at all of the
meetings of the Council. Recently we have reopened negotiations
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with the Urban League, with the help of the Central Committee
(and because of the establishment of the Trade Union Commission),
we hope to use the Workers’ Council to realize a Harlem Trade
Union Center.

One more word here, on the Alteration Painters and the Do-
mestic Workers Union. In a short time our comrades were success-
ful in organizing about one hundred alteration painters and about the
same number of domestic workers. Both of these unions have con-
ducted several struggles in the past year, winning better conditions
for the workers. In all of these unions we are applying the tactic of
orientating towards amalgamation with the A. F. of L.

The most important weakness in our trade union work is the
fraction. Fractions are not functioning properly at all in many of
the most important unions. Qvercoming this very important weak-
ness is one of the major tasks of our Trade Union Commission.

x *x %X %X %

The main strength of the reformists in Harlem lies within the
mass organizations, lodges, and churches; and because of the fact
that the main part of our activity has been demonstrative, we have
not made the necessary advance in these important mass organiza-
tions, which was possible because of the objective conditions. Here
we have not even scratched the surface. We have fractions only
in a few of the mass organizations, and we have made contacts from
the outside with a few members of others. The membership that
now comes into the Party comes from these organizations; and yet
we were not successful in making them realize the importance of
remaining and working inside them. This has been clearly shown
by the recent Party registration, where a large number of comrades
who- belong to these organizations did not think it necessary to state
so on their registration cards.

We have fractions in the Elks, in two churches, in the Carib-
bean Union, in the Union Mechanics Association, in the Phi Beta
Fraternity, in the Alpha Phi Fraternity and, of course, in the Puerto
Rican United Front Against Discrimination. The rapid organization
of all our available forces in the most important mass organizations
and the directing of our members who are in these organizations
to do active opposition work becomes the central task of our
fraction department which, of late, does good work, but solely with
the fractions in the revolutionary mass organizations.

Now as to the mass organizations built by our movement—the
Unemployment Council. At the present moment the unemployed
movement in Harlem, in spite of shortcomings of the most serious



WORK IN THE HARLEM SECTION 317

nature, has won for itself the position of being foremost in the city,
both in regard to dues payments and organizational strength.

During the past year, serious attempts have been made to orientate
the organizational set-up properly. To this end, there has been suc-
cessful establishment of new locals in the spring; there are now ten
locals existing over six months in upper Harlem. Dues payments, as
measured by purchase of stamps from the City Council and County
Council, since September, have been upward, ranging from about
three hundred a month to over four hundred in upper Harlem. If
it had not been for the holiday season, # is certain that the four
hundred level in December would have been more than maintained.
New membership books have been purchased since September at a
rate of from 110 to 150 per month. The trend in both is upward.

We may say that the regular meetings of the Upper Harlem
locals attract about seven hundred workers a month. They have a
registered membership of cver three thousand.

To overcome the shortcomings, which may be summed up almost
in one sentence, as the outgrowth of individualistic leadership, with
very incomplete knowledge of the program, we are starting a class
for leaders of delegations. This class starts immediately after the
Congress. We expect to have over twenty students.

The outstanding thing about upper Harlem is that it functions and
improves on the proper organizational set-up which is the basis of
locals.

Lower Harlem: Recently, there has been established a Council
in lower Harlem. For a very long time there has been one ex-
cellent local, the lower West Side Local, led by Martinet. Actually
this local should be several locals, since it embraces in its territory
about all of Spanish Harlem, west of Fifth Avenue. It has several
hundred members and is pretty sound financially. Its greatest short-
coming is lack of collective leadership. In lower Harlem, there are
three more locals.

Dues stamps purchased from the Council downtown amount
- to over two hundred a month, possibly 250. If this figure is added
to what Upper Harlem, Washington Heights and the other locals of
lower Harlem buy, the Section probably can show dues purchases of
~ over 700 a month.

UNEMPLOYED WORK IN MASS ORGANIZATIONS

The I.L.D. has a functioning unemployed committee which sends
almost daily delegations. In the past two and a half months, it has
handled three hundred and fifty cases.

In lower Harlem, there are many mass organizations. ‘There

could be 3 local of the Council in all of these, This need is parti-
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cularly urgent in the Italian Center. It should no longer be neglected.
It will prove to be the missing link needed in Italian work generally,
in lower Harlem.

The most important thing is a delegation properly led. Just
yesterday, we went down with two cases—both were won. About
ten workers who were just there by themselves, asked for the address
of our Council in order to join.

However, this is not usually the case. Lately the leaders have
not been insisting on immediate answers but accept decisions to come
back later. The leaders often push their own cases and place them
first on the order. Leaders should have their own cases presented
by another member of the delegation. Leaders develop some curious
notions, at various times arguing among themselves in the Bureau,
thus weakening the effectiveness of their delegation. They also
develop in many cases, a procedure of individual negotiations with the
officials, in which the workers have no part and in which they fre-
quently leave the delegation to confer with the officials, an extremely
legalistic procedure not involving the workers.

There is no follow-up on unsatisfactory replies. There should
be a campaign in the neighborhood to build up struggles around re-
fusal to give immediate relief. Too often the leaders make empty
threats to the officials such as, “We will be back with thousands later
in the day”, and then they do not show up at all or with a mere
handful. Leaders, instead of trying to keep the workers fighting
the main enemy, the administration, frequently develop personal
feuds with Home Relief Workers,

We have had in the Unemployment Councils a great deal of
difficulties arising out of the undevelopment of our leading forces.
Lately we have succeeded in drawing in some new workers, who have
displayed exceptional ability to strengthen a collective leadership at
the head of the Unemployment Councils.

The task of the Councils must be more than ever the raising
of the level of the struggle of the unemployed by putting forth the
Unemployment Insurance Bill, by bringing about a united front of
all the unemployed organizations in Harlem and playing a role in
the creation of a united front of all organizations around the issue
of unemployment. The recent United Front Conference of twenty-
nine organizations at Abyssinia Baptist Church against discrimina-
tion on relief is a very important step in this direction, which, if
carefully followed up, will inevitably broaden our unemployment
movement and strengthen its influence in our community.

THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR DEFENSE

The 1.L.D. in the past year, has been able to take advantage
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of the Scottsboro struggles, has participated in the struggle for jobs
and has figured as an important factor in rent strikes in Harlem.
As a result, it has achieved a consolidated leadership and organiza-
tion; and while we can speak of important weaknesses, such as weak
fraction work, not enough attention on the part of the fraction to
the campaigns of the Party, etc., nevertheless, we must regard the
achievements of the I.LL.D. as very significant in strengthening the
Negro liberation movement. Our local I.L.D. has now to pay much
closer attention to the Scottsboro-Herndon Action Committee, which
it has already begun, through delegating from its branches, members
to carry out the practical task of the Committee, which is the creation
of a united front of all organizations on the issue of the freedom
of the Scottsboro boys and Angelo Herndon.

In the Harlem IL.L.D. section we have 11 branches—a total
“membership of 1090, with a solid membership of 850. The com-
position of our membership is 650 Negro, 440 white. We have a
core of about 200 active comrades.

We are now in the process of changing our attitude towards
members and methods of work in the direction of greater flexibility.
We are now counting as I.L.D. members, all who sign a card, get
a book and pay dues. We are organizing visiting committees to
bring dues, literature, etc., to absent members and planning branch
affairs to bring them out at least once a month.

We have recruited in the past two months, 127 new members;
twenty-five per cent more signed cards, were issued books, but did
not show up at any branch meetings.

The majority of the Section Committee consists of new I.L.D.
members. There is a good representation of white members. Party
comrades number less than one-third of these, most are new Party
members. The committee, though largely mcxperlenced is enthusi-
astic and willing to work. The chief weakness is lack of political
development Political discussions at each Section Committee meet-
ing is planned to remedy this.

The I.L.D. is now on the road to becommg definitely a real
mass organization. It must be noted, however, that in some most
important fields of I.L.D. work this section has fallen down com-
pletely. It is not involved in the defense of employed workers
in their economic struggles. The trade unions, during strikes, have
not found the LLL.D. in Harlem to be their defense arm. We do
not react to strikes at all. The very important laundry strike in
Harlem has found us weak.

It is also true that we have neglected the fact that, just as the
Party, the L.L.D. must be rooted in the shops. But we have done
nothing in this field of work.
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The League of Struggle for Negro Rights is to be the organiza-
tion that will serve as the main form for the crystallization of the
Negro liberation movement. In this organization, our advances are
slow. The line was made clear at the Extraordinary Party Confer-
ence and has been further clarified at the Eighth National Conven-
tion.

At the present time the L.S.N.R. orients itself towards becoming
a broad united front council of many fraternal and church organi-
zations in our community. This orientation leads the L.S.N.R.
into united front struggles around the immediate issues of the Negro
people as well as into struggles around the bill of rights, around the
question of defense of civil rights, the Scottsboro case, discrimination
on relief, etc. Since this new tactical line has been put forth force-
fully by our Party, the L.S.N.R. has definitely gained in influence
among some very important Negro organizations (Odd Fellows,
Elks, Masons, Father Divine). The numerical strength of the
L.S.N.R. is by no means a proper measurement of the influence and
activity that it carries on in the community around the issues con-
fronting the Negro people.

We are now concentrating forces of the L.S.N.R. in the Scotts-
boro-Herndon Action Committee to utilize this committee to build the
L.S.N.R. Council, as well as putting forth the entire program of
national liberation. The circulation of the Liberator varies from
1,000 to 1,200 in Harlem, proving that unless an organization is de-
veloped the Liberator will not grow as the organ of the national
liberation struggles.

x ok kK x %

Recently our Section Committee took up with the Y.C.L. its
outstanding weakness. We have seen as its main weakness its inabil-
ity to.concentrate on the drawing in of young Negro workers in Har-
lem, and secondly, its inability to activize these workers, principally by
giving them absorbing and valuable work. In order to assist the
Y.C.L. out of its difficulties, the Party has decided to assign eight
comrades to work with the League. Most of these comrades are
already working with the Young Liberators. We have spent con-
siderable time with the comrades that we have assigned to the build-
ing of this organization, to planning and defining its activities and
making it a broad organization of working youth. The result can
be seen in the continuous growth of the organization and is an excel-
lent way of building a broad mass Y.C.L. in Harlem. (We want to
say here that in spite of the many offers that our Party has made to
the League leadership to assign the various comrades to Party com-
mittees for training, this is as yet something to be realized.) Our
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Party units are far from being political bodies that react to the prob-
lems of the youth. Therefore, the coming issue of our Section news-
paper, The Harlem Organizer, will be a youth issue. Articles from
the units of the Party as well as from the members of the Section
Committee, analyzing our weaknesses in building the youth move-
ment in Harlem and urging the Party membership to become con-
scious of the tremendous importance of building a mass Y.C.L., will
be printed.

If our Y.C.L. and Party leadership will energetically follow
up this issue of The Harlem Organizer by going to some of our
units and helping them concentrate on the building of youth organ-
izations and the Y.C.L., results will be obtained.

MASS ORGANIZATIONS

We have at present in the Section eleven Latin-American and
Spanish organizations with an approximate membership of 1,500.
These organizations are instrumental in reacting to the various events
in the Latin-American countries. They have been the most impor-
tant participants in the demonstrations arranged by our Section in
support of the Cuban masses, against plunderers of Yankee imperial-
ism in Puerto Rico and Cuba and in the demonstrations arranged in
support of the Spanish Revolution. Though here we can say that
our work has been far from satisfactory. With the exception of
two mass meetings and a demonstration, we have done very little in
support of the Spanish Revolution. Qur Spanish organizations have
succeeded in establishing the United Front Committee of all Latin-
American organizations to fight discrimination against Puerto Rican
children. The activity of this committee has been largely responsible
for the high vote our candidates received in Harlem’s Latin-Amer-
ican section.

Our Section has succeeded, together with the Latin-American
organizations in establishing a weekly newspaper, Unidad Obrera,
about two months ago, which, at the present time, is self-supporting.
‘The only powerful oposition is La Prensa. However, the Unidad
Obrera, if it keeps up its present rate of growth, with the assistance
of our Party units and mass organizations, will soon be in a posi-
tion to measure up to La Prensa.

Space does not permit going into a thorough examination of the
work among the various other groups. However, we can say that
we have excellent relations with all of our mass organizations and
language bureaus. We must particularly note the Finns, who have
a tremendous political importance in Harlem, being the only large
white group right in the heart of Negro Harlem.

Most of our campaigns have already been mentioned in connection
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with the various organizations in our Section. Or course, the main
campaign of our Section, which is largely responsible for the building
of our Section inte the largest Section in the city, is the Scottsboro-
Herndon campaign. Throughout the report we have referred to this
campaign. Therefore, we will not deal with it here. We do want
to say a few words on our election campaign, our Daily Worker Drive
for circulation, the Daily Worker Drive for finances.

ELECTION CAMPAIGN

We have increased our vote fully 100 per cent. We led
in Manhattan, both in Congressional and Assembly votes. But we
have, at the same time, permitted the Negro reformists to deliver
a very serious blow to our election results by their maneuvers to dis-
credit our movement on the Scottsboro case just prior to the election
date, as explained above. This accounts for the small vote in com-
parison to our activities, in comparison with the economic and politi-
cal struggles of the masses during the year, though the increase was
nevertheless significant.

DAILY WORKER DRIVE

We have increased our circulation from 500 at the time of the
Section Convention to about 4,000 now, per week. We are now
planning a conference to launch a new drive, the major task of
which is to make every mass organization a reader and builder of
the Daily. In the Financial Drive, we succeeded in going over our
quota of $1,000. '

Now as to our Party organization: At the time of the Conven-
tion we had five shop nuclei. We have at the present time eighteen
shop nuclei. However only a few of these nuclei are in basic in-
dustry. We could speak of each shop nucleus separately and give
examples as to their good work as well as to their shortcomings.
However, we will single out only a few which have done very
valuable work in basic industry.

We have at the present time, two shop nuclei in the I.R.T. sys-
tem and one metal nucleus; one C.W.A. nucleus, two food, one
laundry, five hospital and four H.R.B. and also two school nuclei in-
volving industrial workers.

I want to single out the I.R.T. nucleus at the X shop. Our
concentration unit, of carefully selected new members, has succeeded
in organizing this nucleus first with three members and it has grown
since to seven members. The union membership in this shop is about
350, directly the result of the nucleus and the concentration unit.
This concentration unit and the nucleus were instrumental in creat-
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ing organization at the Y power house and the Z power house of the
I.R.T., which are outside of our Section’s territory. The concentra-
tion unit and the nucleus and the organization at the X shop, accord-
ing to the comrades of the union, form the backbone of the union
organization. We succeeded in defeating the new agreement at the
company union meeting. At this same meeting we succeeded in
electing a delegate to the Washington Congress. We have a shop
paper now and we distribute the Daily Worker regularly. Our other
nucleus in the I.R.T., in the A Department, is not in as favor-
able position as the X shop. Lately, however, it carried on a suc-
cessful struggle to reinstate laid-off men, and at the monthly
meeting of the company union local they succeeded in electing a
delegate to the Washington Congress.

We have thirty street units. In the past year we have been en-
gaged in putting through the group system, with some success. On
several occasions the group system has been most effective in mobili-
zation. QOur units, however, are yet weak. We have not been
able to digest the tremendous influx of new members. We must
increase our educational activities in the units, through the Harlem
School as well as through special functionary training schools. Our
main weakness is the Unit Bureau. We have systematic meetings of
unit organizers and meetings of other unit functionaries. However,
the tempo of improvement is extremely slow. The task in connec-
tion with the unit must be, first of all, more attention by every mem-
ber of the Section Committee to his particular unit, from which most
of our Section Committee members and other leading comrades are
unfortunately disconnected.

At the last registration, in Decémber, 1933, our Section con-
sisted of the present Section and what are now Sections Eighteen and
Twenty. We registered 560 members. At the present registration,
1934, without Sections Eighteen and Twenty, we have so far regis-
tered over a thousand members. In 1933 we registered eight-seven
Negroes. At this time we have registered over 300. However,
registration is still a difficult job. Even now, weeks after the reg-
istration, comrades are coming in to be registered. To give an ex-
ample of looseness which still prevails, let me cite the recent fraction
meeting of the Tampa Workers Club, where out of twelve members
present, only five were registered.

ON OUR EDUCATIONAL WORK

We have issued four popular pamphlets, all dealing with the
Negro question. During the election campaign we disposed, through
sal