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The Agrarian Problem 
• 

Ill India 
1.-Imperialism, the Oppression of the Landlords and 

Moneylenders and the Peasants 

(1) The Indian villages suffer from the bitter oppression and
exploitation of the British imperialists, from the rule and exploita­
tion of the landlords and money-lenders, from the ruin and handi­
crafts of home industries by foreign capital, from the exactions of 
the merchants and traders, from the fact that their vitality is 
drained by the British invaders and their numerous assistants and 
auxiliaries. They suffer together with the whole country from 
national servitude and slavery. They are crushed and strangled 
by the iron hand of British capital, which mercilessly squeezes out 
ruinous taxes, transfers Indian raw material to England at a 
trifling price, which has fixed its greedy claws in

t

o all the wealth 
of India and in every way hinders its industrial development. 
India is a colony of British imperialism. The sweat and blood 
of the millions of toilers of India is converted by British capital 
into super-profits. With their aid it maintains its domination 
over the defenceless and ruined country. 

British imperialism works hand in hand with the worst op­
pressors and exploiters of the Indian villages, strengthening, in­
spiring and utilising them for the further enslavement of India. 
Its direct support consists of the landlords, moneylenders and 
intermediary merchant capital, which helps it to exploit the 
country. If the Indian peasant could freely cultivate his land 
and not slave on a pitiful plot of land rented from the landlord, 
if he were not strangled with debts and taxes, British imperialism 
would be unable to keep this enormous country with 300,000,000 
inhabitants in hopeless servitude. At the same time, if it were 
not for the power of the British invaders, the power of their 
banks, their commercial and industrial firms, their domination in 
all the decisive branches of national economy, then the landlords 
and moneylenders would not be able to maintain their hold over 
the Indian peasants. 

(2) British imperialism has cut India off from the rest of the
world and hinders its free development. Having taken possession 
of the country by violence and trickery, British capital has seized 
the forests (half of the forests belong to the government) and the 
chief sources of irrigation (one-quarter of the cultivated land is 
irrigated from sources belonging to the government), has seized 
the best land for its plantations and estates (1¾ million acres, the 
exported products of which comprise almost one-fifth of the cost 
of all the exports of agriculture), has established a barbarous 
system of taxation plunder and ruin of the peasants (the income 
of the Anglo-Indian government from the land tax and other 
taxes is almost nine-tenths of its total income, and even this sum 
is insufficient by 25 per cent. to cover all its expenses for the 
support of troops, officials and tax collectors). It has partly sub­
mitted to itself the old rulers, the native rajahs and feudalists, 
and has partly replaced them by zamindars and its own officials. 

In some provinces the British conquerors have established 
the zamindar system, making the landlords responsible for the 
payment of the taxes .... In other districts they have introduced 
the renting of land by the peasants for indefinite periods and 
the direct payment of the land tax to the government. In addi­
tion, in a number of places, they have introduced a combined 
system, making the ownership of land depend on the payment of 
a tax depending on the harvest. This unevenness of the land 
system was caused, firstly, by the desire to utilise the conquest 
of India in order to plunder its land and forest wealth, to seize 
the irrigation system and carry on the most shameless taxation 
plunder. Secondly, the British conquerors have tried to remove 
the part of the upper Indian feudalists who offered some resist­
ance, not wishing to give up their previous power and income. 
Thirdly, they aimed at strengthening their own power, acting as 
the supreme judge in conflicts between isolated groups of feudal­
ists and landlords and in conflicts between the peasants and the 
feudalists and landlords who were not sufficiently yielding to the 
British. Finally, in this sphere also the British conquerors tried 
to carry out their fundamental rule, "divide and conquer," setting 
the local rank, caste, religious and tribal interests against each 
other, putting some in an unprivileged situation compared with 
others. Further changes took place in these land systems under 
the influence of the fact that British capital more and more con­
verted India into a supplier of raw material and food for Great 

Britain, while at the same time, owing to this, the power of the 
upper feudalists and landlords and merchant capital was in­
creased, as the supporters and servants of the British invaders. 
In the districts of ryotwar, where the primary peasants to a great 
extent had access to the land, there has also arisen a landlord 
class which has seized the greater part of the land by violence, 
usury and chicanery. On the other hand, the ruin of the peasants 
in these districts by taxation also helped to deprive them of land 
and ruin them. 

British imperialism keeps the chief banks in its own hands. 
It dictates the exchange rate of the rupee, compelling the popula­
tion of India to sell at a small price and to buy at high prices. 
It squeezes out the accumulations of the country. It owns the 
railroads and steamers, arranging everything so that farm pro­
ducts can be easier and more cheaply carried to the ports for 
export. The population of India suffers from a shortage of every­
thing, not having free access to the world market, not having 
even the possibility of unrestrained commodity exchange between 
the various provinces and districts of the country. While the 
internal trade turnover of India is twelve times as great as the 
foreign trade, the whole commercial system, consisting of in­
numerable middlemen and agents of British capital, from the 
foreign banks to the village aratdars, mahojahs, marwaris, etc., 
are constantly and untiringly working to deprive India of neces­
sities and reduce the price of its products. Along these com­
mercial channels, millions of yards of foreign textiles, masses of 
foreign manufactures, come into the country and destroy peasant 
hQme industries and ruin the small handicraft men. British im­
perialism has established a monopoly on salt, spirit, etc. It takes 
its levy on every pinch of salt. British capital stands fiercely on 
guard so that India cannot become a developed industrial 
country. It owns the mines, the big factories, which produce 
equipment, etc. It tri!;!S to leave India without big industry which 
could produce its own machines, and struggles frenziedly so that 
the greater part of India will remain a big village working to 
enrich the British bourgeoisie, its banks, factories and mines over 
the sea. In India a slow growth is taking place in light industry, 
chiefly the textile industry, giving work only to a small portion 
of those who cannot maintain themselves on the land in a state 
of semi-starvation. 

The British raj means the constant, organised and merci­
less robbing of the Indian villages and their barbarous oppression. 
The unseen hand of the British invaders penetrates everywhere, 
into the most distant and isolated corners of the country, because 
British capital has violently taken possession of the chief sources 
of existence of hundreds of millions of Indians. It has possession 
of the minerals, the forests and the chief irrigation enterprises of 
the country. The best land has been taken for its plantations and 
estates. The Indian peasants have no fuel and no wood for small 
repairs. Their animals are dying from under-nourishment. Their 
land dries up from insufficient irrigation. They struggle helplessly 
on small scattered strips of land, harried by the tax collector, the 
landlord and the moneylender. But British capital receives 
hundreds of millions of rupees in profits from the Indian minerals, 
forests, land and water. The irrigation systems alone produce a 
profit of 20 per cent. on capital. 

British capital has divided India into pieces and supports the 
existence of the native princes who occupy almost two-fifths of the 
area of the country. In these native states the peasants have no 
rights whatever. They are plundered as people were plundered only 
in the most distant times. They are not looked on as people. In 
British India the same takes place but in a concealed manner, 
under the cover of the British troops, the police and officials. 
Hundreds of villages, whole districts are ruined by plundering mili­
tary posts organised to force out tribute. The word of the British 
sahib and his servants-the tasildars, judges, landlords or police­
is law. And the law is a fist striking the peasant in the back. If a 
farm labourer or peasant wants to go on to new uncultivated land 
or to work in another country, or even into the town, he is not 
allowed by his state of servitude, which is guarded by British 
capital. It only takes farm labourers into its plantations when it 
needs them. The overwhelming mass of the village population are 
tied down to the land which cannot feed them because British 
goods have forced from the market the manufactures of the peasant 










