the Bombay labor bureau, published recently in the organ of this
TI.IE COLONIES bureau, and containing the following statements, taken from the
May number of the London Labour Gazette:

The investigation extended to the households of 2437

. workers’ families and (o 003 unmarried workmen; 495% of

lndustrial Conflicis and the Position these wer? faciory workers, The averng}eliamily bi" dBom:)ay

: consists of 1.1 man, 1.1 woman, and 2.0 children; besides this,

of ihe Workers in Bl'iﬁbh India an average Bombay famii{ has 0.6 relations ouside the city,

By W. Lada. One hundred families yield 154 productive workers, these con-

. lioh ot . prising 104 men, 42 women, and 8 children, The average

It is perfectly evident to every communist, that the weekly income of a family amounts fo a total of ouly 17 shil-

development of the revolutionary prolefariat in the vast lands lings and  3pence, It ig perfectly obvious that this income

of East Iudia is of tremendous  significance for  the world o oins an exisience on the verge of starvation, And there are

revolution, Years ago it was declared, that when revolution many who do not earn even as much as this, whose tofal income

seizes the Far Last, then the hour of the world revolution will is only about 13 shillings a week. For this the workers can

sirike. ~The communists and the Red International of Labor naturally buy fittle else than rice for food, and rice is the staff

Unions have demonsirated by Aheir daily activity that they of life for 95% of the workers’ families.  For the Hindus,

regard this old thesis very seriously. How right "they are in rice is almost the same as potates 1o the Germans.  Only

‘({0'"3 0 md bﬁs' proved by the recent exchange of notes between 5500 of the Indian workers eat beef. Muiton is ealen some-
urzon an ussia,

. - what more, milk is consumed by only 47.7%, and a sort of native
Labor struggles and working conditicus are phenomena butter by 48.97.

from wlhich we can iuform ourselves on the development of the Even more palpable evidence of the misery of tife Indian
roletariat as a class. The lacls we give below are derived workers is afforded by the housing conditions. 97% of the
rom the Journal of Indian Industries and Labour, of February, workers’ families live in dwellings consisting of one room,
aund the Labour Gazette of May, supplemented by information In 1021 in Bombay there were 3,125 one-roomed dwellings,
from a few oiner sources: . . . inhabited by one and more families, and of these there were
oo A0 1921 about 400 labor conilicts ook place in India, gss “dwellings” inhabited by two families, 558 by three
involving over 1% million days. In 1922 there were only 278 fa'mmcg, 242 by four, 136 by five, 42 by six, 34 by seven, and
conflicts, participated in by 435,_41}4 workers, and involving 58 by 8 and more families!” The beds were common property
a loss of 3,972,727 working days. Evidently an ebb-tide following of séveral persons. The report states that there is great infant
the flow, a thnomcuon which we may observe all the world mortality in these “over-populated” dwellings.  With that love
over. Bul all the same a really imposing fovement, when we of truth so characteristic of every son of Albion — includin

00"5“1'7‘!' its, Comparative youth. of course Lord Curzon! — the report further admits that the
. The indusiries chiefly Aaffected by the struggles are the housing conditions “leave much (o be desired”,

jute industry, the railways (including the railroad workshor further proof of the misery in which the Indian

Siding s),
the cotion indusiry, machine b"“d',"F' iron and steel works, ship- workers live is given by the statistics on indebteduess, 47% of
yards, and fthe jet indusiry. The live industries together the workers’ families are in debt, and have to pay 75% and even
sustained 32% of the towal fost workin days. higher interest. 37.2% of the families buy on credit, 20% partly

IThe majority of the couilicts (427) arose on the wage in°cach and partly on credit. This signifiies {hat they are
estion, the working staff question accounted for 18 % and firmly in the cluichies of usurers in money and goods,

the working ‘hours_ question for 12 %. 67 % of the labor conflicts These side-lights may serve as a preliminary illumination
ended completely in’ favor of the employers, 12% ended in favor of the situation and stri szles of the Indian proletariat; that
of the workers, and 9% with a mmgmmlse- Thus the percen- proletariat which Lord Curzon, with pavlernal care, is ende-
lage of lost struggles was extremely high. 1t is highly probable avoring to protect from the “demoralizing” influence of Soviet
that the imperfect organizations possessed by the workers fre- Russia, of lEe CI, and of the RILU. .
quently place them at a great disadvantage. ’
The pm}'illlces in B\e\'hic}; 1hchstrike movlement has concen-
trated are as follows: ngal with 1,803,50 lost working days,
Bomibay with 703,111, Bihar and Orissa with 744,941, d THB UNITED FRONT
{n the June nun'lber of our Indian brother or§an: The
Vanguard, which is published in Ziirich in the Fn lish language, "
;ﬂ: lﬁud bfurlher imle;nents lon tl;fe sti'ike movemeﬁt‘ in l!:‘."), the The Fight for the United Front
igures being taken from the official statistics. In eight pro- =
vxignces of lugdia there have been 72 labor struggles immying By V. Vaksov (Moscow).
08,759 workers and a loss of 317,783 working days. 33 stru gles
took place in the cotton factories, 8 in the jute factories. In 35
cases the disputes arose on wages, in 5 ﬂie question was that
of bonuses'ou account of increased r;ices, in 14 the working

The International Federation of T ransport Workers, and
the Russian Unions of Railwaymen, Transport_ Workers, and
Seamen, took the first steps towards a proletarian unifed front

: against the attacks of reactionary bour[feuisw, on the occasion of
he working h Only 1 i , And 5 Shcases l:’"'y the joint conference held in Berlin, 1 1e conservative section of
1}';‘““02 e oiu's._ : 8}' 6 conflicts rlex_'q wan by the workers, the ITWF. protested energetically against the formation of a
w stT'iilavtve‘r: ost; ml casgs_a partia vnc.ﬁ:'y g:sl:gn._ India Unmited fighting front of the proleiariat, This resistance will be

beginni e'waﬁ;}l-‘s avf, nvetrs';m(;ngo S t . 15 pe the less calculated to defract from the united front of the prole.

Aty fegmmﬁﬁ. &d P at g b?x h 6 dahor '"gv'iﬂf“ m‘{l. lariat now in process of formation, if the other crait inters
oo Y- iy publish statistics of labor Contlicts  pationals rapidly follow the example of the transport workers,
regulary in future. This is {o be fhe barometer showing the and take up the joint struggle against War, Reaction, and Fas-
In this same number of our Indian brother organ we find cism. The revolutionary minorities must work in this direction

a notice 1o the efiect that for the first time in Madras, the first Wilh iz:lcrgased me{f! .t f the International Metal Workers

of May was celebrated by two mass meelings, as a prelefarian t is now iy g i  and most decisive ori

sl ud g Gy i zation, Delongine, o e U iroagest and most d The later.
1 o :
sesm St o et o el workery e 5 Ameichc, . asipal i, e, Asterdam numbers about 3. million
) Which broke out in consequence of the determinafin of the members, B.‘“l““. Metal, w°"‘§‘;u f m(lqge“m5‘uﬁlm{h{
manufacturers to cut down wages by 20 %. Besides the infro- © ““ﬁdr it is ‘c:‘."" o “‘.“’“‘“ e gantic organi.
duction of scab labor an exiensive propaganda of lies, was Othe nd it counts among its member gigantic

A powerful opposition exists within the ranks of the
ths. Fi the rried off the victory, IMWF., an ition ing the ideology of the Red In.
i B St e W TS Sy, e B

this opposition varies in the national unions, from
mnaﬁmvammﬂmpua'hirlwmg—mdwilhm pgox German Metal Workers Union 1{0* 10 or
tchle:sﬁethﬁl{lcﬁdi m»umm,um
he truly starvation wages to the
re forcefully o{mmbd_ upm.tl up.i?tuuﬂq




