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the PONSJIZTUENJ ASSEMBLY in India-

_ The rumblings of revolutlon in India and the sympathetlc
stirrings of the masses of all Asia’ have struck terror into the :
" hearts of the rulers of society and their lackeys. To dam up this

" tide, or at least to channelize: snd direct the revolutionary storm-

- fthe philistines thkink this is poasxble ), the bourgeois apologlsts
‘and socialist traitors have!come forth’ w1tﬁ slogans for national

liveration, freedom- and: 1ndependence.’ In' "India even the native

bourgeoisie trrough ‘its ‘Congress’ Farty ‘¢alls Tor a Constituent

" Assembly, visualizing: througk this instrument the establlshment of .
a "de%ocratlc" capltallsm and a. bourgeois republlc.- '

IL is not acc1denta1 that the Allled powers are 50 anxious |
“today t0 have a "democratic"” const1tuent assembly and parliament
set up in Germany and ‘other parts of" Europe. In every case this
pollcy rests upon the.liope of arousing the masses: to overthrow
the existing rulers, make way for the would-be rulers, but to ,
stop’ there, not ‘to touch the soc1o-cconom1c system 1tse1f np} to
'damage capltallsm and 1mper1a11am.- :

.

For similar ‘reasons, Wall Strecet. favors a constltuent assem—;

bly in India--as a club that will smash: British rule, so that the - i

. 'dollar and American trade can penetrat; freely. mha.t is what
‘Ameritan Imperlallsm means by a Wfre ﬂ".Indla.--

The opportunlsts and llbcrals cannot concelvc of the coming -
-revolution as anything but a bourpe01s revolutlon, to devclop in-
dustry and trade, remove the semi-fgudal relatlonsflps in'the
village, creatc an 1ndppbndrnt peasantry owning its own ‘land - in
‘a word, to establish an independent: capltalxst nation in India,
with its own national bourgL0131e that will perpetuate the ex-.
ploitation and oppression of the masses, but for its own benefit.

- The Constituent Asscmbl"'lg Lhelr road ‘to thls "orderly", "demo-
cratlc" state. : . o

CHAPACTFR OF THE INDIAN PFVOLUTION 3
5 Abstractlj, gincy thu bour3601s natlonal revolutlon has not
‘yet . taken place in India, its occurance shou‘d be-a progress1ve
step forward in comparlson to the present situation. But 1t is an

' ‘unreal and impossible conceptlon._ Hlstory uas ouudated 1t.. Im-

.pcrlallsm will not permlt it.

' . DU ot « e o

Modern imperialism has . spread its tentaclcs to thn four

~ners of thc earth. The ‘econromic. and finhanecial _power of .the"
%'1allst overlords has so 1nterpenetrdted the.. colonles,ftaken
©dominant’ a control of’ agrlcultural industrial, -
'fxnanclal lee, has so weakcned and reduced the“




landlo rd and feudal elements,_and at. the same time has S0 1nter—-”_
twined: their .interests with each other and: with those of: 1mper1a1-x~i'“
‘sm,-trat a. s0ﬂ1a1 revolutlon cannot ‘help but strike at tHe very. :
cots. of the whole structure’ -.1mper1a11st and - napltallst relatlon—”

hlps that ¢rush the masses to, the p01nt of destructlon‘ o R

2, The revolutlon cannot stop at the polnt of an 1ndependent :
capltallst nation... As soon as it gets under way the rec1p1ents ,
irof its blows against-the landed estates, the' taxes, the debt struc-:'
"_Lure, the conditions on the plantatlons ‘and. in the factorles, and -
;against. the foreign army of occupatlon, will be the. 1mper1a11st
fmasters,.and w1th txem the native bourgeols and°landlord . forces. .

- s Caplta ism: today 1s a closely 1nterrerated world system.. On-

g_a world ‘scale it is rotten with decay.f A bourgeols natlonallst
L;revolutlon in the colonies,. if ‘unable to go ‘beyond the capitalist
';stage,'would be still-born, unable to cope W1tH the problems of ,
-fsoclety.b The revolution will pass throug1 ‘many compllcsted agrar—”,aﬁ
“ian and national p?ases, but it will go on-to a proletsrlan revo- .
:41ut10n._ Noth1nge1s; is on the order of the day Lo

BN But pr c1sc1 becausc of tﬁc bdckward and relatlvelj undevel--f~%
'Hoped economy, the. proletwrlan revolutlon must take into account ;

. -the specific situation in the country; the. partlcularlv the 1mnense
:'7maJor1ty of peasants. ‘The pOllC“ of the revolution’ must fit: the

- 5pec111 agrarian and democratic. demands., The vast masses of the
Vﬁfpeasantrj scautered in nundreds .of thousands of v1113ges constltute
an. intermediary’ class unable to follow an .independent policy. of

5_1ts own. They must be won as “llles to the proletariat, which
‘Uthough small in numbers, will prove the dECISIV leuvenlng force

'gln the struggle for tbe new. soclcty. ' - . C

- MARCH SEPARATELY STRIKE TOGFTHEP -

o In the prcsent epoch of capltallsm in: 1ts death throes, the - =
-hstruggle for the right of self dctcrmlnatlon, for independence, 1is b
-progressive if coordinated with the social ‘revolution-because it _
‘nlnvolved a ilstruggle against 1mper1allsm.~_ “he proleLarlat partlcl-*ﬁf
pates in-this struggle with the-aim of winning the :leadership.of L
'the struggle from the hands of the reactlonar .native bourg eols1e;“~=

e The flght for 1ndepcndence cwn have Fealth end pos1t1vc
"anlng on1y~1nsofar ‘as: it 1sadvanccd as an aux1113ry to Lhn class
'151n order ‘to win . the peasonts‘und petty bourgcols1c as .
»the worklng class,- and ‘to.neutralize sections of ‘the’
ie. . The slogan. of - the. rlght of ‘secession-can be ofT
hrrmper1a11SM onlyﬂon the basis of 1ndependen, )
‘gani zat onal:a ti psgthe Indlun'workers ‘and;:their
) i'sipolicy of independent:action, - nd: allldnc ‘
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the peasantry is possible.in the struggle for soviet power; a goal
which can be achieved only against the. national colonial bourgeoi-
. sie whose concept of indepcndencg extends only to its own inter--

. - Insofar. as the petty bourgeoisie and even the national bour-
-geoisie are able or are driven into struggle with British imper-.

. imlism,  the workers and their Party_Will-folloe'the,stratégy of A
~ marching separately and striking together with these forces, but: -
';mainpainlpolitibal and organizational independen e in order to
_drop this auxiliary policy as soon as their betrayal makes. it nec-
~essary, .and to fight at all times the reactibn&ry-gims-of the v
bourgeoisie and its subscrvicnce to one or another of the imper«
~ialist powers. . ' . : L R o o

- An expression of this policy of marching separately and striking to-

. gether is around the slogan of . theé constituent Assembly. In general, we may
_'say that the attitude of revolutionists to this tactical problem is governed .
.. by the question: will agitation for the Constituent Assembly advance the rev-

" olutionary struggle or not at the specific moment. Naturally, the answer and -
‘the approach will differ, depending on the situation.- Let us consider-it .
first in regard to Europe. . ' : ' '

THE ‘CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY IN EUROPE

- In Spain in the 1936~37 revolution a slogan for a constituent assembly .

. could only have been rea¢tionary, since the Spanish revolution had already - o
‘passed the democratic phase.. Such a slogan could not hope to arouse the masses.®
Furthermore, in bourgeois democratic (loyalist) Spain there was no point- in
‘callihg for a constituent assembly to establish what already existed. ' The
..‘problem was posed on a far higher plane: a soviet Spain or a fascist Spain.

In Europe as a whol e today the masses haVe_already gone through the : 'X.gl
period of .bourgeois democracy, of national capitalist: states. . The Draft Pro-
gram of the R.W.L., written in 1939, therefore quitg_correctly'says:L«/'

N "In fascist or countries of extreme reaction the advancing -of the slogan
{for a Constituent Assembly) by the reformists and "liberals" is a historical
anachronism serving no revolutionary purpose.” Bourgeois democracy, which must . .
ot be .confused with democratic demands, is no solution for the problems of: -. . :
~ Fascism, altho the bourgeoisie can revive it for short periods, to head off the -.
class struggle. It cannot solve the problems of the working class. The masses.
are already far beyond that stage. The attempt to eéstablish a constituent~ .. . =
" assembly in fascist countries can lead-only to stjll further disillusionment’ .
and demoralization within the masses.’ We fight. at all times - especially under.
fascism - for:democratic rights, for the. social revolution; we fight against the
: ,Evdanotratic.spage.of‘natibnal revolution or its establishment,® - R =y

ey Whatjyhowevef,-shpuld‘be 6urippli¢yioﬁ'théiCbnétiiﬁéht;A;éémbIjmihgﬁh
_colonial countries? We can best answer ‘this by:considering the-question
o, periods.: . . ool el e e
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THE ASSEMBLY IN THE NON~REVOLUTIO‘!ARY PERIOD

“The colonial masses who have had ho- experlence w1th even formal : bourge01s
democracy, cannot view 1t in thc same way as the European proletariat who have
'-seen the old hag glve blrth 1o Lhe monstrous offsprxna that now destroys thelr
*verj 11ves. .

v Even though bourge01s democracy and natlonal capitalist states are out-
"11ved, decadent, unable to solve ihe ma.jor problems of -soclety, the colonial
masses stlll follow their bourgeois leaders. The consciousness of the masses
Flags far behlnd the hidden underlying social changes. ‘This has been the case :
.throughout history. The American Revolution started without any. ided of "In-
dependence".: Even after the fighting began the leaders of the colonists ad--
dressed George LII as their "Most Gracious Sovereign', and considered them-
- gelves "his faithful subjects".: The French Revolution began with no idea of
'endlng the monarchy: two years of revolution were necessary before Louis XVI
 was deposed. And how many understood Lre character of the. RuSSIan Revolutlon?

" In the colonles, in the pre-revolutlonary perlod, or after a defeamed rev-

, olutlon {as inh China after 1926-27), the slogans. for democratic. rights can. there-

fore. find a fertile soll in the ‘consciousness of the masses. " Especially the
idea of the constitucnt assembly, the democratic roprescntnmlon of the entire
people, is -elementary, sinple, -and apt to embrace really vast. popular strata.
It can become a rallying cry of the masses, a slogan to dcvelop mass movement
: agamst 1mper1allsm. ' .

/DlscuSSLHE Chlna of that perlod Trotsky wrote in the "Problems of the
Chinese Revolutlon" S ,

"The democramlc slogans contaln for a certaln perlod not only 1llu51ons,
not only deceptlon, but also an animating historical force...The Slogans of . for-
mal democracy win:over, or are capable of winning over, not-only the petty bour-

. geois:masses, but also the.broad working masses, prec1se1y because they reveal
40 them the sz51b111ty, essentially illusory, to. oppose their will to that of
the generals, the country squires, and the capitalists.. The -experience of the’

. Russian Revolution shows that the proletarizt...can draw behihd it the peasantry

“fling it: against the front of .formal democracy embodied in the Constituent Ass-
embly,  and .switch it.to. the rails of soviet- democracy. .In any case, these re~
sults were not- cbtained by simply opposing the soviets to the Constituent Ass-
embly, .but by drawirs the masscs towards the sovieté while maintaining the slo-

ganis of formal. democracy upto the.very morent of the canqdest of power and even
: after lt.“ ) . D .

- the soviets. to the Constituent: Assembly, ‘his-arguments apply equally well aﬂalnst
the rightism of -the present-day Cannon Trotskyiteés, who counterpose the Assembly

ll}d to the Sov1ets, and propose the Assembly in: place of the scv1ets).

0bvlously; the slogan for a Const1tuent Assembly =nd democratlc slogans in
general csn be progress;ve onky to the extent thaL they become a ba51s for*‘cb

(Trotsky argued against the "leftlsm" of nhe Stalinists who counterposed ot

Wl

-~ will expose the bourgeois propaganda for a Constltuent Assembly, point ‘out tha

gexplaln to the masses tham only the arnung of the workerS'and peasants, the
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not talk. Furthermore, they must be properly. subordinated to the goal of the
Social Revolution, to the slogans of arming the workers and peasants, the 8
hour day, the confiscation of the land, the revolutionary solution of the needs

. of the people. To make the Constituent Assembly thic center of -the struggle,

© that is, to elevate -democratic rights above the class struggle, is to drown

. -the useful aspects of the struggle for the Assembly in a swamp of democratitc

* illusions, to deceive and tie the hands of the. masses, and in the end 10 negame :
~~ even the ctruggle for democratlc rlghts.v

IN THE REVOLUTIONAPY SITUATION

| India today sees her opportunlty in’ Brltaln s difficulties.’ Thls 15'
true not only for India's weak and cowardly bourgemsie, but even more for the

"workers and peasants, who are forcing -the pace. " Under conditions of revolu-~
" tion, the gap bctween consciousness and social realitybegins to close up, the

masses are on the march, the problem of rallying the masses takes on new forms.

" The fundamental questions of the road to power pose themselves; in relamlon to
" them the Constituent Assefibly occupies only a minor tactical position, even .

though on the surface it may at txmes seem to f111 a prlmary place..

The Marxists raise as 1mmed1aLe slogans for actlon the call for soviets,
seizing the land, nationalizing the barks, industry and: transport., est.abllshing

. uprkers mllltlas and a Red Army, armxng the people, and 80 ona.’

" On the other hand, the slogan for a Constltuent Assembly has now been

.pushed forward by the Indian bolirgeoisie and its Ghandis. and Nehrus as a slogan
,_1n opposition to soviets, to -sabotage and derail the revolution.- Marxists expose

the character and aim of the bo, rgeois agitation for the Constituent: Assembly,”
and point out' the need for action now, without waiting for the Assembly.-

Lenin said in April 1917: "Llfe and the revolutlon make thc Constltuent Asseu->
bly recede into the background" : '

It is not at all 1nev1table that the Indlan revolutlon must go through

jthe"parllnmontary, constltutlonal stage. No one can say in advance just what
-stages and forms the revolution will pass through, how long these will last,

or which will be telescoped and combined with others. If in the revolutionarYf”. -

‘situation no ‘mass movement develops for the Constituent Assembly, as is the

case now, revolutlonlsts will take 1dvantagc of this to press all the harder

... for sov1ets and for revolutxonary action,-

But if a mass movement does develop, as is llkely, zcvolutlonlsts shouldm
partlclpate in it - wresting the leadership from the bourgeois forces. Révo- o
lutionary participation will take the .form of a demand for universal, equal, Lo
direct and secret suffrage, lowerlng the voting age to 18 years, and a demand L
of the auphorltles in power to immediately call the Congtituent Assembly.- ' They

even if convened, it will be useless if ‘the bourgeols1e controls it. They: w111
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power, w111 force.”

f the sov1ets, the sbrengthenlng of revolutlonary
control of bhe

convenlng of the Constltuent Assembly under the

Pt S

.The experlence of the. Ru551an Revolutlon is of value in thls connectlon.¢.;.,
-There, ‘the demand for the convocatlon of the Constltuent ‘Assembly grew-con- ;
tantly. - The conflict about the Assembly occupied a’ large place between: Feb=.
. .ruary and November.- The first Provisional Government, following. the February
' “stage of the revolution, promised’ the. convocation of. an Asscmbly. . But it did
~not set. a date, Justly fearlng that- once canvokbd it might prove uncontrollable.j;'ﬁg
: . The promise itself, however, acted as. a spur: to the demand; a movement. in. which -
. the Bolsheviks part1c1pated fully, using the rL51stance to surmoning the peoplcs
”-rcprescntamlves s a big p01nt in rwllylnv the masoeo agalnst thg bourg00131c.

 f'chn1n wrote

ﬁd?...Yc and as soon as p0551b1c. :
okwd one condltlon is nccpscary.
s...organizeé and ‘arm

: , "Shall a Constltuent Asscmblv be: call
;j:th “to make it successful,. and to have it conv
~r Jinerease the number and: strengthﬁn the power of the Sovict
~ . the masses.. -Only thus can thc Assembly be assurcd." - And 90ur party.:..racom- -

' mends the peuswnts...tak possession of the-land ¢ at once... The Constltucnt
Asscmbly will work out - the final laws with regard 10 the-soil..« It is out of .
7,4he quostlon to wait untll ‘the Assembly is callcd “We do not in any way- dis~
. pute” the right: of _the Asg Scmbly to determine. in. detﬁll the final laws rcvardln"

" ‘the handlng over of thr land t0: Lhe whole peoplc 3nd thc formo of its ¢ dmln—

<1lstr tlon.“.,-

<. .-Later .om, in August, ~~fter the colcolldstlon of army rule, Lenin env1=nged e
;thb probiblllty of bourgeois- forecs dominxting the A sembly Mnless & New reve. -
~olution. takﬁs place in Russiz...the Constituent - Assembly olther ‘will not be
“convoked “at all, or it will be ‘5 "Prankfort talkfest", ceble and useless:
“eollection of petty. bourgeois mortally frightened by’ thc W¢r “and bj the pros—

 cht of thb bourg¢0151r '“ujcottlng the guvcrnmunt'~ , . ,

o Presscd the governmcnt flnally set_a dste for. the Assembly wnd opened

the clbctlon campaign..: The’ Bolshieviks presented their own condidatés and their.

own progra Thoy sew that the Kerensky. "military measures.ln ‘the v111age ob= 7
;vxously threatcn with - fraudulent fixed e¢lections to the As sembly", and that -
=wthe: Kurenbky convekad body: would be packeds ‘But, oceuring in % time.of extrame. -
,gclass tension,. the elcctlons prov1dbd a.great opportuplty to- the Bolsheviks 10
eounterpose their program to the hourgecis. program.’ (Nor did the Bolsheviks
wait for the Constituent: Assembly. - the. conquest. Jf pwer through tHe sav1ets'*~
occurred 31x weeks ‘bef ore the Assembqy convened’. - . i

Jies:may. o cur 1n Indla. Where thpre is. no real mabs movcmeut:
,mentlon an unllkely extreme, trj to "eneak ‘in"-.an.
: ofﬁtheiCOngress
i elections:.as: being,
e 1o oope w1bh he need
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_ In Russia the Assembly, elect.ed before the conquest. of power, did not. .
convene till after. It is not excluded that in India it may be convened by
the bourgeoisie, even under conditions of* dual.power.’ Under such’' circum-
stances it could at best return a vacillating, campromising pet.t.y bourgeois
majority.  Under bourgeois pressure it would lay down.a reactionary counter-
revolutionary program.- Or, under pressure of  the masses, it might adopt a
. "liberal" program of . concessions.’ In either. case the masses would soon learn
- the futility of this last hope of a ‘boyrgeois solution.. The Assembly would
solve nothing; .a crushing blow would be delivered to parliamentary illusions,
 ¢learing the road for a revolutionary solution. Revolutionists might boycott
or participate in the Constituent Assembly’ depending on which tactic would
better advance tlie revolutionary struggle; but even participation would be with
the aim of exposing the Assembly, of agitating for soviets and s new revolution,
Under no circumstances can, the Constituent. Assanbly stand in the way of revolu-
.t.mnary action and the soviet conquest. of power.

By its. very nat.ure, thc Const.1t.uent. Assembly is a form of bourgeo1s o
state rule. Its organization and structure lead to this.: The structure on which
"it rests, and from which it is elected, usually exists beforehand,, at least in
part, in the local, regional and national bourgeois organs of government.:-
while the task of electing delegates'to an Assembly that will lay doim laws -
and policies for . new social or pol1t.1¢a1 order .is a new function for these r
organs, the weight of bxrgeois ideology, the electoral procecure and rules,
“the epparatus invelved, all operate as tremendous obstacles to the revolutionary -
forces. More. With the boyrgeoisie in power, or even under dual power; the
st.ructure lends 1t.self‘ to bourgeois and military pressure, to packing with
‘right wingers. = Thé Assembly itself, in-convention assembled, will mirror this .

set-up by adopting a bourgeois program and delega.t.mg power to some body, or
itself proceed as the executive arm.

But. the revolution throws up. many altogether different organs, soviets,
loczl peasant commit.t.ees, cooperatives, military units, etc. .Ifm as in Russia,
the conquest of power occurs before the Assembly convenes, the new state could,
if necessary, go thru with the Assembly._ It nzed not repest the error of the
Bolsheviks in allowing to convene an Assembly whose members had been elected
‘long before, on the old hasis. It could reorganize ‘the whole election mach-‘
ingry, substitute more representztive organs, and possibly eventually incor-. .
porate the Assembly with many modlflca,.t.mns in a subordmat.e role 1nt.o some
_ part. of the temporary peasant. st.ruct.ure. -

The main pomt. to remcmbnr, however, is thst t.he role of the Const.xt.uent,
Assembly in this perlod is basically reactionary,. that. the slogans of demo-
cracy must be -the fulcrum of agitation and that even the.demand for the con- :
vocation of the Constituent Assembly must be subordinated t.c t.he df_maud f‘ or L
~Sov1et.s and t.he chtat.orshlp of the Proletariat,

L3






