Political Prisoners in India
By Evelyn—Roy.

At the moment of writing there are between 20,000 te
25,000 political prisoners in Indian jails, undergoing seniences
of from three months fo three ‘)'ears for their activities in the
Nationalist movement of Non-Violent Non-Cooperation against
the British-Indian Government. Exaggerated estimates by the
nationalisis themselves place this estimate as high as forty thou-
sand, and it is possible that during the high water mark of re-
Etmion. in the past eight months, this figure was not incorrect,

ut the concensus of opinion is that 25,000 prisoners still lie in-
carcerated on various charges arising out of the campaign of
passive resistence initiated in 1920 by Mr. M. K. Gandhi.

In addition to this number, there are various outstanding
personalities, leaders of the movement such as Mr. Gandhi him-
self, who have been senfenced to longer and more severe 'pl’bu-
terms. Six years is the average sentence for those singled out

for such exemplary punishment.

Class War Prisoners,

In addition to the polifical prisoners there are thousands
of workers and peasants lying in jail under ordinary criminal
charges, for taking part in various forms of direct action, such
as strikes, riots efc, either in connection with the nationalist move-

ir own campaign for the improvement their




‘ Both agrarian and industrial workers lying under prison
senfence are subjected fo the ordinary jail-rules appplied to cri-
minal convicts, and only in_the case olshe arresied nationalisis,
eominge‘moﬂly from the middle-class, is some exceptional freat-
ment

inning to be made and their status as egou.‘-c_al prisoners

ized, owing o the pressure of educated Indian opinion,

m has !orcef the Government to make some concession in
this respect,

Apart from being forced fo ‘uger{om prison labor, politi-
cal and class war prisoners are jecled to special forms of
corporal punishment and torture for infringement of prison rules,
or offending the sensibilities of the warders. Flogging is per-
mitted under jail rules and frequenily indulged in as one of the
erdinary forms of ishment, inflicted at the will of the warder,
for such trivial offences as refusing 1o stand up when ordered,
or refusing to stand at aftention when ordered, Cases of illness
and death due {o illness brought on by conditions and treatment
meted out in jail are common.

What is needed to Remmedy conditions.

In addition o other means for the relief of prisoners, the
following measures should be adopied:

Organization of an All-India Political and Class War Pri.
soners’ Bureau with sub-bureau in each province and important
cily, divided into three main branches or functions:

a. al

b Publicity

c. Welfare and Relief
d. Financial

The legal department should provide the assistence of ex-
pert lawyers for all political and class-war prisoners, to defend
cases and protect the rights of prisoners before and after con-
viction, It should also agilate for the recognition of the full
fegal status of such prisoners and their right {0 exceptional treat-
ment from the ordinary criminal prison rules.

The Publicity Department should keep the public informed
of prison conditions, freatment of prisoners, the conduct of cases,

is and every detail of pri life. This depart-
ment sh function, not only nationally, but infernationally, in
order that the peculiar brutalifies of Indian prison life should
become as notorious as was that of the Russian Czarist regime.
It should also agitate for funds to conduct the general work of
the Bureau.

The Welfare and Relief Depariment would supplement the
Jabors of the two foregoing, by providing food, clothing, medical
mid, books and other prison-necessities and comforts where such
gre allowed, as well as to arrange for visils, letters, help to
siricken families and to bring to the notice of the other depart-
ments of the Bureau the general condition of prisoners and cases
of ill-ireatment and abuse,

The Financial Department would collect funds for the
carrying on of the above work, 1o be amplified from time to
lime as conditions demand,

Conclusion.

Since the Indian sfruggle at the t time and for some
time to come, is predominantly nafi in character, the organi-
zation of a joint Bureau for Political and Class-War prisoners
becomes imperative, and the nationalist movement must at the
same time be made to shoulder the respousibility of the agrarian

proletarian movement which it constantly calls upon fo mili-
fate in the nationalist cause. The reason is doubly imperative,

E

since the Indian t is too X and illiterate
{o fake the klitiamﬂ:ny lt@lpf?:w -defense that require
a nation-wide scope ammﬁng . The trade-unions
can be relied upon fo a extent, but only to the exient that
these are s thetic fowards and working with the nationalist
cause. All labor orgamizations bear oo much of the offi-
t stamp to be relied upon for any sincere and
in the organization of a class-war prisoners’ relief.
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