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HOW WE LIVE NOU AND THE CHOICE WE FACE

Britain in the 1970s is a capitalist society in
decline anJi decay. Mass unemployment has returned,
living standarcs are falling, the social services
are being run down, slum housing and poverty are
still an everyday reality. Back in the early 1960s
the Tory and Labour politicians told us that we
were now living in ah "affluent" society in which
all of these persistent evils of capitalism were

a thing of che past, never to return. Our present
social end aconomic condition is living proof of

the enormity of this capitalist lie.

Once agein ve working people in Britain are faced
with a choice. Either we knuckle under to the
capitalist class and passively accept a dark and
dicary future of stagnation. Or we fight, we
fight to overthrow the capitalist order and build
a society in vhich there is neither rich nor poor,
reither er>loy2r nor employee, neither unemployed
ror overwnrked, neither exploiter nor exploited,
in which all men and women would co-operate rather
than compete, in wvhich production would be for
hu.nan needs and not capitalist profits - in & word,
the true realisation at last of SOCIALISM.

The choice is ours, and ours alone.
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The NOTTINGHAM COMMUNIST GROUP is an organisation of
Marxist-Leninist revolutionaries.drawn from the-workihgﬂ 3

class.

The NCG asscrts that the only way the working class in
Britain can fundamentally improve its conditions of life
is by making socialist revolution. UWe take our stand

in the one and only successful tradition of mass
revolutlonary thought and action led by Marx, Engels;

Lenin, Stalin and Mao Tse—tung. Qur groepveonsists_of
‘workers- who

\h

realise that the worklng class cannot
radically change its 81tuat10n in society by gradual
parliamentary methods but only by the revolutionary
overthrow of the capitallst ruling class who exp101t -
and oppress us.
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We completely reject the capltallst myth that there is a
large "middle class" of white-collar uorkers in Brltain ,
with interests objectively different f om -and o“ppsed to

those of 'menual'workers. The vast maj rity of us, regardlees

of whether we work in factories, offic:s; shaops, the.public
services or wherever, have -in common tre fact that we are
exploited by the cepitalist ruling cla.s who pay us less in
our wages and salaries than the valus uf the goods and
services we produce. The NCG  draws its members from and
seeks to unite all sections of the wo*king clase.-

The NCG is not something separate from the working class

but is 2n integrzl part of it. Ue dc not see ourselves

as grand "theorists" telling our fellov - class members

what to do but as organisers of our class - in its -struggle
so that in future "this lstruggle, can ‘be  brought to a
victorious coneclusion. = | - )




The NITTINGHAM COMMUNIST GROUP works towards the

establishment of a truly revolutionary party: which
will enable workers in Britain to overthrom;the

present cenitalist system of mass exploitation and

begin_ the task of building a socialist society.

For over two hundred years in Britain the struggle
botween the working class and the capitalist class has
gone onh renorselessly. The interests of workers and
capitaliste are diametrically opposed. The capitalist
cluss can only increass its profits by cutting back aon
our wages an- salaries., We, the working class, can
only defend and improve our liuing conditions by
attempting to seize back the profits the capitalists
wmake out of our labour. Our cless has developed the
trade urions so as to fight this class struggle. But
trade unions, necessary as they are, have a purely
defensive role and are not revolutionary in nature.
The wcrking class will only finally be able to got rid
of its capitalist masters if it is led by a revolutionary
party of its own making. Without the organisational
framework provided by an authentic revolutionary party
our class will not be ‘able to make revolution. The
formation of such a party is an urgsnt priority.

Working class pcwer has never been achieved by gradual,
peaceful means., The morld—wide experiencs of our class
shows that whenever working class parties have gained
wajorities in perliamentary elections thay have been
ruthlessly put cown by force of arms. For example,
in Chils, The cepitalist class will wholeheartadly
support social cemocratic regimes like labour
gnvernnents in Britain because they know that they
have nothing to fear from parties which pretend to
represent the working class but in reality serve
capitalist interests.
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The U.S.S.R. and its East European satellites are not
socialist societies. It is true that the hercic-attempt
of Russian workers and peasants.to build the first
socialist society eventually failed and that the U.S.S5.R.
'has temporarily reverted to a form of capitalism. But we
in the NCG say look at the examples of China and Albania
'where the people are rapidly and successfully building
socialism,  And they are doing so in conditions far less
favourabls than those which face us-in Britain. Despite
. the running dcmn of British industry by the capitalist
class-in recént years we are still the most industrialised
country in the world. UWith our skills and with determination
and organisation we- could introduce socialism at unprecedented
speed,” Only then will we be able to abolish exploitetion,
poverty, unemploymerit, slum housing and all the other evils
of cepitalism,

The NOTTINGHAM CDNNUNIST-GROUP attacks and exposes_the

_Egresejon of the vorking class by the capitalist class
&ﬂgwgggcs en activa rols in the class strqule in workplaces.

Power in society comes from cwnership and control of the
means of producing waalth, It is at the point of production
whore the workifng class can most effectively fight for its
rights, That ia.why we take en active part in trade union
struggles. But it is not sufficient to take a purely defensive
stance. The NCG tlaims that the beet means of defence is
"attack. Ue, the working class, must set ourselves ‘the task
of achieving final victory over our capitalist oppressors. In
the long struggle ahead of us we must plan our strategy and
tectics carefully. UWe must attack the enemy whore they are
weck, aveid them where they are strong, harry them when
forced to retreat, press home our edvantage where we score
a success. ‘

I‘/ R oAy \J e Ty e }..,.‘;/;_,...A AP P - i V\/




The NOTTINGH/M COMMUNIST GRDUP asaerts that the
working class in Britain can onlx fundamentallx change

its conditlon when it has thrown off the illusions of

Labour Peorty 309181 democracx d embraces its true
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revolutionarz heritage. =1V NAAALN B B A

Many members of our ‘class still believe that socialism

cen be brought about. through the ballot box by electing

Lavour FParty governments. We in the NCG say look at

wh~t Labour governments actually do to our class and

not ¢t what they say they want to do. Under recent

Lebour governwents the gap between rich and poor has

E\, widened, unemployment has risen and the living

‘ioe standards of working people have fallen. It is quite

L~  cloair juet whose interests the Labour Party defends and
acvancer: thegsz of the capitalist class, Our class
‘cennot abolish exploitation and build socialism by
means of the capitelist cless's parliamentary "democracy"
The only road we can take is that of revolution. The
capitalists will never voluntarily give up exploiting
us, The only way open to us is for the working class
to seize powsr., And in preparing for this coming
revoiution we look to and learn from the experiences
of our feliow workers in other countries, e:lecially
Chir~ and Albania, who have successfully deposed the
capitalist class and are now building socialism.
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The NOTTINGHAM COMMUNIST GROUP 19 aware that workers—
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in Fritain will onlz be able to makeqreuolution when
more of us texke én active and leading role N the -
etruggle egainst capitalism. : ' ‘
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You probably agree with a lot of the things we say. No

doubt you hate exploitation and unemployment as much 25
as we do. You may well agree that it is the capitalist :
system which is the cause of these evils. But you also
probably think that no real changes, revolutionary changes,
can be brought about in Britain., And in 2 way you could

be right for as long as you, and others who think like you,
just stand baci: from the class struggle and take what comes
nothing will change, except for the worse. So it's up to
you. Get involved in determining the destiny of yourself

and your class. Don't let the capitaliste run your life

for their benefit. Fight back! A century ego Friedrich
Engels said: "There is no power in the world which could

for a day resist the British working class organised as a
body". His words are even more true today than they were
then. And you, if you join in the struggle with us have

the power to turn these words into a living reality,

The revolution begins here, and now, with YOU!
PREPARE FOR REVOLUTION! (oo o
SMASH CAPITALISM AND BUILD SOCIALISM! F ..
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If you agree with what we say here then you should get in
“touch with us for further information. You can do this
by filling in the form below and sending it to us at the
address given.

To: NCG, c/o Flat 2, 10 Villa Road, Nottingham NG3 4GG

I would like to find out more about the Nottingham
Communist Group.

NAME © 9 90000 98009000 0OO0DAD0O0G0 80000 NSNS OCBNOESTOTSIESEPSETPSDS
ADDRESS 00 90 0 00 0 9480000008000 BOSNPOL BN OBNDEPIEBSNELELYEBENDODS

09 09 90 Q00 3000200 B PO GBSO DRNCSOOCEDTIERNEITDOSTBEESPNNDPSEDO



MANIFESTO OF

Know thy enemy.

He does not care what colour you are

provided you work for him; | '

he does not care how much you earn

provided you earn more for him;

he does not care who lives in the room at the top
provided he owns the building; '

he will let you say whatever you like against him

provided you do not act against him;

he sings the praises of humanity

but knows machines cost more than men;
bargain with him he laughs and beats you at it;
... challenge him

: ~"{"'3 and he kills;

¥ ner than lose the things he owns

THE NOTTINGHAM
COMMUNIST GROUP




