MAO TSETUNG THOUGHT

‘ Practise Marxism, and not revisionism.—Chairman Mao

WORKERS' STRUGGLES AND TRADE UNIONISM - Reference Material

We are living in excellent times, The worlu is in great disorder because the
main contraaiction in the worlu between the people of the world anu the two super =~
powers, the Uuited States anu the Soviet Uuion, is coming up for final resolution.
The year 1975 will inu€ed see the total collapse of the olu world anu the birth of
the new world. Communist revolutionaries while participating actwely to bury the
old worlu of imperialism, revisionism anu all reactiou and builuing the new worla
of socialism, are grasping ever more profounaly that without revolutionary theory

revolutionary action loses its bearing.Serious stuay ana apphcatwn of Marxism-~
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought is thus'being undertaken.in the course of actual
struggles so. as to arm the revolutionary masses with the invincible Weapon to
fight against the manifestations of revisionism.

The .protracted revolutionary strugglés of the working and oppressed people o
the worlu, in particular those of the Third Worla, are pounding away ever more
powerfully at the rotting founuations of the old international oruer. The situation
in the imperialist heartlands can be characterised as !''the wind sweeping through
the tower heralds a rising storm in the mountains''. Wave after wave of spontane -
ous workers' struggles are reflecting this. Every attempt of the revisionists, neo-
revisionists and other agents of the bourgeoisie to restrain the tempestuous workers'
movemeht is caming to mysht. In Britain, the miners' struggle from November 1973
to February 1974 showed in particularity theentirely new stage the workers' move-
ment in the imperialist heartlanus has reached. The miners were facea with five
main obstacles: (a) a Tory government which declared ''national emergency'' four
times - unprecedented in the history of Britain; (b) imposition of a 3-day working
week; (c) a General Election; (d) a hostile mass media; and (e) revisionist mis~-
leadership. In spite of them the mirers won their struggle. A crucial factor in this
was without Goubt the impact of the oil weapon launched by the Arab people follow-
ing the October War in the Miadle East, Starting as they both uid, in November '
1973, these two struggles objectively merged and showed the might of the united

: strength of the workmg and oppressed people of the worla by rockmg the ola worla
_ to its founuauons.

- How many of the iuealist metaphysicians who run ''riot'' in the "left'! circles in
Britain have grasped this? Yet, the most aavanceu revolunonary theory, Marxism=
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought, is scoffed at. The scientific analysis of the world
situation and the situation in the imperialist heartlands. by the great, glorious ana
correct Communist Party of China is often dismissea or lightly treated. The ten~
dency to worship spontaneity is an old temptation in the imperialist heartlands ana
too many progressive people are caught in this whirlpool. They forget that poverty
gives rise to a uesire for change, a desire for action, a desire for revolution. They
shun the difficult but necessary task of integrating the proletarian revolutiona ry line
of Chairman Mao to the concrete conditions of Britain, Chairman Mao has pointed
out that ''the correctness or incorrectness of the ideological and political line ueci®

des everything''. He has also said that ''once the correct ideas charatteri?tii‘.’ of the
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auvanceu class are graspeu by the masses these iueas turn into a material
force whicn changes society anu cha..ges the worlu.'! Theoretical workers armeu
with Marxism=Leninism=Mao Tsetuug Taought anu traiuea in struggle to uphok tae
historic mission of the proletariat are thus urgently ..eeueu in Britain, as in
other imperialist couutries, -- Excerpts from THE NEW WORLw, Vol.1, No. 1, P.Z-3

SOME RELEVANT EXCERPTS FROM MARX, ENGELS ANu LENIN

l. Traues Uuious work well as centres of resistance agai.st the eucroachments of
capital. They fail partially from au injuaicious use of their power. They fail geue -
rally from limiting themselves to a guerrilla war against the effects of the existiug
system, iansteaa of simultaueously trying to change it, insteau of .sing their organi-
zeu forces as a lever for the final emancipatio.u of the working class, that is to say,
the ultimnate abolitio.. of the wages system., -- Marx:Wages, Price auu Profit, 1865.
2. Neither Marx nor Eigels liveu to see the imperialist epoch of worlu capitalism,
which began ..ot earlier tha. 15958-1900. But it nas bee.. a peculiar feature of Eug-
lauu that even iu the miualte of the uinetee.ith century she alreauy revealeu at least
two major distinguishing features of imperialism:1) vast colouies, auu 2)monopoly
proflt (wue . to ner m0r10pohst1c position i. the worlu market). In both respects Eng-
lanu at that time was an exception among capitalist countries, anu Marx anu Engels,
analyzing this exception, quite clearly' anu uefiaitely inuicateu its connection with the
(temporary) victory of opportu.usm in the r_.ughsh labour movement.

Ii. a letter to Marx aated October 7,1858, E.lgels wrote: '"The English proletanat
istbecox‘mng more and more uourgeois, so that this most Lourgeois of all natious is
appareutly aiming ultimately at the possession of a bourgeois aristocracy anu a bour=-
geois proletariat as well as a bourgeoisie. For a nation which exploits the whole
world this is of course to a certain exte.t justifiable.''In a letter to Sorge uateu Septe-
moer 21,1872, Eagels informs him that Hales kickeu up a big cow in the Feueral Co-
uicil of the luternational anu secureu a vote of censure on Marx for saying that ''the
English labour leauérs hau solu themselves.'' Marx wiote to Sorge on August 4,1874:
"Asto the urban workers here (in Englanu), it is a pity that the whole pack of leauers
«id not get into parliament. Tnis woulu be the surest way of getting riu of the whole
lot. "' Iu a letter to Marx uatea August 11,1881, Engels speaks about ''those 'very wor-
st English trace unions which allow themselves to ve led by men solu to, or at least
paiu by the Lourgeoisie.''In a letter to Kautsky, wated September 12,1882, Engels wr-
ote:''You ask me what the English workers think about colonial policy. Well, exactly
the same as they think about politics in general. Taere is no workers!' party here,the-
re are only COnservatwes ana Liberal-Raaicals, anu the workers gaily share the fe-
ast of Englanu's mcmopoly of thie worla market anu the colonies. '’

Ou pecember 7,1889, Engels wrote to Sorge: '""The ‘most repulswe thing nere(in
Englanu) is the bourg:,ms 'respectability' which has grown ueep into the bones of the
workers..kven Tom Mann, whom [ regaru as the ﬁ,nest of them, is fonu of mention-
ing that he will te lunchiug with the Loru Mayor. If one compares this with the Fre-
nch, -one cau see what a revolutxon is goou for after all.''In a letter uatea Apr:.l 19,
1890: ""But unuer the surface the movement(of the workmg class in Eaglanu) is going
on, it is seizing ever wiaer sections of the workers anu mostly just among the hither-
to stagnant lowest(Engels italics) masses, anu the uay'is no longer far off when this
mass will sudaenly finu itself, when the fact that it is this colossal self-impellea ma-
ss will uawn uponit.."” On March 4,1891: ""The failure of the collapseu Dockers!' Union;
the ola conservative trade unions, 1_'_1_(:_1_1 anu therefore cowaraly, remain alone on the
field..'' September 14, 1891 at the Newcastle Traae Union Congress the old unionists,
opponents of the eight-hour .ay, were uefeatea ana ''the bourgeois papers recog.nze
the defeat of the Lourgeois labour party' (Engéls' italics throughout). ..

. That these ideas, which were repeatea by Engels over the course of aecaues, were
also expresseu by him publicly, in the press, is proven by his preface to the secona
edition of The Conaition of the Working Class in England, 1692. Here he speaks ofan
''aristocracy among the working class, '' of a "'pri vilegea mmorﬂ:y of the workers,"
in contrauxstmctwn to the '"great mass of workmg people.'' ''"A small, privileged,
protected minority'' of the working class alone was ”p-.,rmauently venefited'' vy the
privileged position of Englana in 1348-68, whereas ''the great bulk of them experien=~
ced at best but a temporary improvement. '! '"With the breakaown of that (England's
inuustrial) monopoly, the Euglish working class will lose that privileged position.."
The members of the '"New Unionism, '! the unions of the unskillea workers, ''hau this

immense aivarta;e,that their minus were virgin soil, ertirely free from the inherited 're spectatie !
(continued on P.6)
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Pecple's Daily Article

HAILS JUST STRUGGLE OF BRITISH COAL MINERS

: Peking, February 15, 1974 (Hsinhua) -~ The 'People's Daily'' touay carries a
signed article entitled ''The Just Struggle of the British Coal Miners.' . .=,
: The a.rtic}g points out that the nationwide strike staged by 270, 000 British coal
miners since February 10 in aefiance of pressures exerted by the ruling class is
an efxpression_of the steadily deepening financial and economic aifficulties anu sharp
-enu;g\clasrs contradictions in Britain, ana it also indicatee a new_hp_surgé in the
British workers' struggle, ; ; g S '

The article says that the_Briti,sh: gov_e;fnment an_ngqnéed'. last yedr a thira -sia;ge
programme for controlling inflation, which in effect is a p-r‘.og‘ramme restricting,_'
the'_r'e_asonable demanu of workers for higher wage s.while‘ allowi,hg the commodity
prices to continue to rise., With their real income, uécrea;sing constantly, the Bri-
tish workers are getting more and more impoverished. Oppression by the mono-
poly capitalists in all its forms is bouna to arouse strong re sistance from the
workers. R _ 25 = : . S : :

'The article points out that the coal miners living at the bottom of British soc -
iety are suffering from most relentless explcitation by monopoly capital. At a
time when the British economy is sharply worsening, they often bear the brunt of
the monopoly capitalists! intensified attack on the working class. These are the
circumstances in which the coal miners have strengthened their staunch fighting
spirit. It is by no means accidental that in recent years they have always been at
the forefront of the surging strike struggle of the British working class, The mi-
ners' struggle against over-time work beginning last November fully demonstrates
their might. By launching a nationwide strike, which marks a new height in their
struggle, the coal miners will certainly aeal 2 heavier blow at the British monopo-
ly capitalists. ; R i ‘ S i

The article points out that the British authorities have, in the past few months,
applied both hara and soft tactics in their attempt to halt the miners' just struggle.
They have on the one hand tried their utmost to inauce the miners to lower their
demand for wage increases; on the other hand, they have declared a ''state of
emergency!' on four occasions since November 13 last year and introduced a three
-day wqu'week'beg'innin'gﬁ‘ﬁa.riuary'1 -2 an attempt to lay the blame on the striking
workers for Britain's economic difficulties and its energy crisis. As soon as the
coal miners decided on a nationwide strike starting February 10, the Coneervative
government announced a _génei'al'éleétion'to be held on February 28, sixteen months
ahead of schedule, in an effort to compel the miners to cancel the strike. Some
Labour Party leaders expressed the '!hope !! that the strike would be postponed.
This clearly shows that the two British parties, under whatever label, speak only
for the British monopoly capitalist class and can in no way represent the interests
6f the British working class. ~ ' T : A

The rapia ueterioration of the British finaacial ani economic situation is a re =
flection of the general crisis of the capitalist system in Britain and an eyil result
of the policies pursued by a ‘succession of British governments in the interest of
the monopoly capitalists. The coal mipers' struggle, ié_ entirely just because it is a
counter -attack on the monopoly capitalists who are trying to shift the buraen of
cconomic Lifficulties ou to the workers, an action'to safeguaru the workers' right
to live. It is obyiously absuru to blame the coal miners for brihging about a Jiffi-

cult economic situation in'Eritain. | £ ; S 22 S gy 8

The article writes in conclusion that the British coal miners' strike fully ue-
monstrates the soaring fighting spirit of the British working class. Their just
struggle has won active support from the labouring masses in Britain, There may
still be obstacles of various kinus or even twists ana turns in the course of their
struggle, but their stubborn fighting spirit in uefence of the interests of the work-
ing class has been a tremendous encouragement to the labouring masses in Bri-
tain. With the ueepening of the general crisis of capitalism anu the sharpening, of

class contradictions in Britain, the British working class will experience a new
awakening anu the British Labour Movement will see a new upsurge..
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HAIL MAY DAY - INTERNATIONAL LABOUR DAY!
Statement of the Workers!' Institute of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought,
May lst, 1975, : -

May pvay is a";;ay;"of unity ana struggle of the working people throughout the
worla. It is a‘festival of the worlu proletariat. It is a uay when ‘wprki_ngpeople
express their profounu soliuarity with their class brothers all over At‘}ie world
in their common struggle against all forms of class ana national oppression. It
is a uay when they uedicate themselve s afresh to participate actively to srnash_
the olu world of capitalism and imperialism to smithereens and to usher in the
wright new worlu of socialism anu communism. On this festive occasion we in’
the Workers' Institute of Marxism-Leninisri-Mao Tsetung Thought with profouna
revolutionary sentiments, salute the great ana‘beloveu 'leauer of the internation-
al proletariat, Chairman Mao; the Chinesé proletariat, the most auvancea sec-
tion of our class; anu, all our fellow workers throughout‘the worl. who are sta -f-'_
nuing in their place, struggling gloriously against the two superpowers, the Uni-
ted States anu the Soviet Union, to ensure that ''the Internationale shall be the
human race'’, In particular we salute the British working class - the oluest pro-
letariat in the world, which is struggling in increasingly militant forms against
a most weak anu uesperate but vicious and ueceptive‘er'xemy - the British mono-
poly capitalist class, ; : ' s :

May Day this year is being cel_eb'ratéa in an unpreceuenteuly ‘excellent situa -
tion in the whole worlu. The priacipal coitrauiction in the worlu betweern the two
superpowers and thé :peOple' of the whole worlu is éc‘)ming up for final resolution.
NU act of Uesperation Ly thd two Superpowers can save them. Ia the past two
weeks, in quick stccession, the people of the worlu joyously receiveu the inspir -
ing news of the historic anu .ecisive victories scoreu by the hneroic Cambouian’
and Vietnamese peoples against the two superpowers - U.S. imperialism ana So-
viet social-imperialism. U.S. imperialism has thus been thoroughly uefeateda two
times in two weeks by a small nation anu has been shown up as a colossus with
feet of clay. Soviet social-imperialism, on the other hand, has been thoroughly
exposeu as a false frienu whose ''socialist!! proclamations are fig leaves to co-
ver its betrayal of the banner of the Great October Socialist Revolution and the
historic mission of the proletariat to liberate the whole of mankind and realize,
the grana ideal of communism., As the great victories of the heroic Inaochinese
people show, it is the people of the world, in particular the people of the Thiru
World, who are really powerful any are the motive force in the making of worlau
history, not one or two superpower’s, however much the latter rant and rave in
their contention for worla hegembpy. 'I‘he incessant an. manifold struggles of
the Thiru Worla are in fact saily contributi ng to the rapiu uecline and collapse
of the olu intérnational oruer based on colonialism), imperialism ana hegemonism,
In the imperialist heartlands, the crisis -ridden bourgéoisie in their efforts to
shift the buruen on to the people in these countrie s, such as Britain, areé in effect
auding fuel to fire the indomitable fighting spirit fof the working class who are :
today rising up in rebellion in various forms. As the Chinese proverb says:

'"' The wina sweeping through the tower heralds a rising storm in the rnountains".
The magnificent victories of people's war won by the Camboaian and Vietnamese
peoples are in fact part of a chain of many more great victories to come this ;
year. Inaeed, it can be saiu with certa inty that this year, 1975, will see the long-
awaitea event - the victory of world revolution! ‘ e ,

In this final conflict, ‘mankind's standarc <bearer is Socialist China led by the
great, glorious anu correét Communist Party of China anu Chairman Mao, who
are carrying forwar. the banner of the Great October Socialist Revolution in the’
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. The people of the worla, in particular the
people of the Thiru Worla, led by Socialist China, while fighting rigorously for
a new international economic oraer against the two superpowers anu their han=
gers on know only too well that only with the establishment of a new international’
political oruer, that is, by the establishment of the international uictatorship of
the proletariat, can the old world of colonialism, imperialism ana hegemonism
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be crushed and the new worlu of socialism be built so that mankind can march
forwara creatively to the classless world of communism. As long ago as March
1919 when Comrade Lenin founued the Communist International he pointed out
that thg establishment of the international dictatorship of the proletariat is- irﬂ-
pending. Today, with historic victories being scorea in rapid succession by the ;
peo;_;le of the world, the urgent task facing Marxist-Leninists, particulaﬂy m
the imperialist heartlanus, is to boldly uisseminate-and iueologicaily arm ‘the i
working people with the historic mission of the proletariat and the neeu for the
establishment of the international di¢tatorship of the proletariat., We in the Wor -

. kers' Institute of Marxism=-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought take this as our pri -

ncipal task at thissta ge as part of our contribution to the victory of proletarian
world revolution. '

'BY A BRITISH WORKER COMRAUVE

‘Superpower Influence in the Labour Movement in Britain - Many people are
pu;zlea at what is going on in the organizea labour movement touay. It seems t_o-,‘
most people not to make sense at alls On the one haaa Trawe Union leaders, who £y :
are paid Ly workers' subscriptions, have a fairly goou salary, if you take into
account their tax-free expenses such as cars, travelling allowauces and some =
times houses and meals. Most people woulu say a very goou salary. However,
tney seem to be telling the workers that we must accept a lower stanuaru of liviag
aiia also that a vast amount of unemployment can be tolerateu. -

What seems to be the case of this Traae Union power bloc is that capitdism
is in a crisis anu the working class must shouluer the buruen of this crisis.:So
we, the working class, must help-our ueauly enemy, the capitalist class, toicli-
mb off its death-beu, help'it to get better, so that this ''Monster'! can CATTY O« o4
oppressing us! This is objectively, what the Social-pemocratic (i.e., Labour Pa= .
rty) power bloc in the Trade Union movement is trying to accomplish. citerd

A substantial amount of our country's economic resources have long ago Leen
sold out tothe U.,S: trans-national companies (esg+ car plants, chemicals, etc.).
Everyone knows that the U.S. superpower has been knockea ''punch -arunk!! .uns=
uer the blows of the Indo+~Chinese people's war of liberation, that the Pounu ster-

- ling Empire collapsed long age ana that the wollar Empire too is all but finished.

Trying hara to hang on, like 'grim ceath'!, the U.S. imperialists try to patch up
this crumbling vollar ~empire with the help of their lackeys in the proletariat,
the Social-wemocratic politicians and some Trade Union-leaders, in the Western
capitalist countries. 8l . Lan i o :
The other superpower in the Traae Union movement is even more poisonous,.
this superpower has wila dreams of taking the whole ""workers' organization'' .
over. These repre sentatives of Soviet social imperialism are given to throwing
out their chests and putting on airs of the ''old timer!'. They mention socialism
every secona sentence ana never stop waving the '"Reu Flag''. If the going rate -
for a certain job is say £50 per week, they will demana £100, if a £100, they
shout £200.This is like the marketstrauer, Who always shouts the louuest, about

‘himself being honest, but very often turns out to be the biggest twister of alll

These social fascist labour -leaders are nothing but political opportunists, repre-
santatives of the other superpower, Soviet social imperialism, The Soviet Union
has long ago ceased to be a socialist country. Since the ueath of '"Joe Stalin'' it
has been turned into a capitalist state, more, it has turneu into a fascist state,
where the vast majority of the people are very Lauly exploited and oppresseu. It
has constantly expanuea its influence on a worlu -scale. Always looking for oppor=
tuaities for a '"take over!!, it likes to 1'fish in troubled waters'', it contenus for
power everywhere., Where is there trouble, war anu bloousheu in the worlu that
can't be put on the two superpowers' account? The Miuale BEast, Cyprus, Portu-
gal. Always looking for ways ana me ans to breach the front of the U:S.in Europe,
it hopes to ''take the fortress from insiae'!, for, of all the pieces of real estate;
make no mistake, Europe is the apple of the Soviet social imperialists' eye. The
so-called militant Trace Unionleaaers are nothing but phoney Marxists, trying
their haraest to put the British people unaer the aomination of Soviet social-imp-
erialism. : : -
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But the British, Traue Union movement belongs to the British working class,

It is an'elementary movement of the workers, -built to aefend the vast.majority

of our people'against the capitalists; who would like to bleeu:us dry. Tempora -,

rily it‘has beén!turned: into an organisation defending the bourgeoisie.: j 3l
We shoula not get down-hearted, because the vast majority of Trade Unionists
are goou fighters for progress and surely will not allow either of these two'trends
in the Traue 'Union movement to remain in control. nsitres i
: : Source: Roehampton News :Bulletin, Nd.4,
- - .July 23, 1975,
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(continueu from P.2) } idgu ‘ T W FITEN i Lo elctiian
wvourgeois prejuaices which hampered'the brains of the better sjtuateu 'olu' Unionists.."
The so-calleu ''workers' representatives'' in Euglanu are people ''who.are forgiven,
their being members of the working class because they themselves woula like to arowmn
their quality of being workers in the 'ocean of their libéralism.. "

We have aeliberately quotea the direct statements of Marx and Engels at rather
great le.gth in oraer that the reaaer may stuay them as a whole +And they shoulu be
stuuied, they are worth carefully ponaering over. For they are the pivot. of the tactics
in the labour movernent that are aictated by the objective conaitions of the imperialist
epoch. ¢ -= Lenin: Imperialism and the Split in Socialism, 1916. . _

3. We havesaid that there could not yet be Social =bemocratic consciousness among
the workers.It could only be brought to them!from without. The History of all countries
shows that the working class, ‘exclusively by its own effort, is able to aevelop only .
trade union consciousness, i.e., the conviction that it is necessary to.combine in unions,
fight the employers’ana strive to compel the government to pass necessary labour
legislation, etec. ... : =

.".Q_K_E‘wor-shi’p of the  spontareity of the working-class movement, all belittling of
the role of '*the conscious dement, ' of the role of Social-Democracy, means, quite
irrespective of whethe¥ 'the belittlér wants to or not, strengthening the!influence of
the bourgeois ideology over the workers.,. { 11U old 1 -

Since there can be no talk of an inaependent iueology being developed by the masses
of the workers themselves in the process of their movement the only choice is: either
the bourgeois or the socialist'iceology. There is no middle course (for humanity has
not ‘created a ''thira'''ideology, and, moreover, in a society torn by class antagonisms
there can never be a non-class or above~-class ideology). Hence, to ielittle the socia-~-
list ideology in any way, to turn-away from it in the slightest uegree means to streii-
gthen bourgeois ideology. There is a lot of talk about spontaneity, but the spontaneaus
wevelopment of the working-class movement leaas to its: becomiung subcruinatea tc tae
Lourgeois ideology,...for the spoatanceous working ~class movement is traue unionism,
-sand trade’'unionism means the ideological enslavement of the workers by the boury-
eoisie, Hence, our task, the task of Social~Uemocracy, is to combat spontaneity, to
divert the working-class movement from this spontaneous, trade-unionist striving to
come under‘the wing of the bourgeoisie, and to bring it under the wing'of revolution=-
ary Social “Democracy... Lenin: WhatIs To Be pone? (1902)

‘ QUOTATIONS FROM CHAIRMAN MAQ, '~ ' i 163192 5 ¢

THE PROLETARIAT IS THE GREATEST CLASS IN THE HISTORY. OF MANKING.
IT IS THE MOST POWERFUL REVOLUTIONARY CLASS IDEOLOGICALLY, POLITI-
CALLY AND IN STRENGTH. IT CAN'AND MUST UNITE THE OVERWHELMING
MAJORITY OF PEOPLE AROUND:ITSELF SO AS. TO ISOLATE THE HANDFUL OF

ENEMIES TO THE MAXIMUM AND ATTACK THEM. !

THE PROLETARIAT CAN ONLY EMANCIPATE ITSELF BY EMANCIPATING
THE WHOLE OF MANKIND. : ‘ ‘ [1a '

1
’ " -
J v

WHY DID LENIN SPEAK OF EXERCISING DIC TATORSHIP OVER THE BOUR - .
GEOISIE ? IT IS ESSENTIAL TO GET THIS QUESTION CLEAR. LACK OF CLARITY
ON THIS QUESTION WILL LEAD TO RE VISIONISM. THIS SHOULD BE MADLE
KNOWN TO THE WHOLE NATION, .- 5 FRES: 10} :

: ‘azailsis (i sl e el sl e e ; F o :
Reading List: a) Marx: Wages, Price and Profit. b) Lenin: What Is To Be Done 2,
' : c¢) Lenint Imperialism and the Split in Socialism, d) Marx, Engels,
Lenin: On the Dictatorship of the Proletariat, e) THE NEW WORLD.




