CP Resolution on Jews of the USSR

For the information of our readers we publish the following resolu-
tion on the Jewish question in the Soviet Union adopted on March
31 by several hundred delegates with five dissenting votes and 12
abstentions by the New York State Convention of the Communist Party.

—Fids.

1. The Soviet Union with three
million Jews and the USA with five
million Jews present the Communist
Parties of these countries with the re-
+sponsibility and opportunity to add to
the scientific socialist analysis of the
Jewish question.

One of the cornerstones of the his-
toric achievements of the Soviet Union
since the October Revolution was its
implementation of Marxist-Leninist
principles on the national question.
This implementation was decisive in
the welding of the political unity of
the Soviet peoples. This approach to
the solution of the national question
helped make possible the Soviet indus-
trial and agricultural advances and
helped the flowering of Soviet cultures
—socialist in content, multi-national in
form. On this anvil was smashed the
nazi cult of racial superiority and mili-
tary invincibility. ‘The Soviet approach
to the national question won for the
Soviet Union the sympathy of op-
pressed peoples the world over and in-
spired the vast struggles for national
liberation among colonial and semi-
colonial peoples that have changed the
face of the world and altered the inter-
national political climate.

For the Jewish nationality in the
Soviet Union the Leninist policy on
the national question produced unpre-
cedented results. Anti-Semitism was
outlawed and the Communist Party of
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the Soviet Union and Soviet Govern-
ment waged an active struggle to stamp
it out and to destroy its roots in the
class relations of the tsarist social sys-
tem. Jews as individuals won equal
rights as citizens and unparalleled op-
portunity in all spheres of Soviet life.
Jews entered all phases of economic
life, industrial, agricultural, profes.
sional, cultural and administrative. On
their merits under these new condi-
tions of equality, Jews advanced rapid-
ly and make extensive contributions in
industry, the professions, the sciences,
the arts and in the general cultural
life of the Soviet Union, as well as in
the fields of government and military
work. Thousands have won the highest
honors the party and government of
the Soviet Union can award.
Simultaneously, the Leninist policy
on the Jewish question encouraged the
Jewish people to develop their Jewish
culture in the Yiddish language (as
well as in Russian and other lan-
guages), resulting in the establishment
of Jewish educational institutions, of
a Yiddish literature and press, Yid-
dish theaters and other channels of
expression, all of which won for the
Soviet Union the admiration and de-
votion of millions of people through-
out the world. For those Jews who
wished to attempt to build a Jewish
state on socialist foundations, the So-
viet Government set aside the area of
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The Yiddish choral group of Vilna at its

Biro-Bidjan and late in the 1920’s be-
gan to assist Jews who wished to un-
take this project. Y ‘
dmvli?]l:en Wotgd {Var II began in 1939,
the Soviet government took in ma.nly
hundreds of thousands of JCWIS.‘I
refugees that flocked across its h(:l'd&l".i
and rescued them from Hitler'’s ex-
termination program. In 1951, when
Hitler attacked the USSR, Soviet
authorities helped evacuate Jews from
territories overrun and threatcned’hy
nazi armies. Despite greal war-time
Josses. therefore, Jewish population in
the Soviet Union is now the largest m]
Europe, numbering mnre_‘than two anc
a half million. In 1947, the Su}ue{
Union’s policy and work in the l.Jml»iec
Nations was a decisive factor in tlm
passing of the United Nations resolu-
tion providing for a Jewish state n

Palestine.

. At and after the XXth Congress
if the ‘g%’SUfit was revealed that the
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Leninist policy on the nali_oml! q]ue_s-
Gon had been seriously distorted n
the direction of Great Russian cl.ufu-
vinism. Many peoples, llatlf)llalltll-]es
and even nations in thfz Urﬁbl{l e-
came the victims of Fins dl?mrli'ﬂ-rt‘
Hard hit was the Jewish nalmnakll).
Administrative actions that go bac Tl:i
far as the mid-1930’s lqd, after Wor a.
War 11, to the liquidation of all Jew-
ish secular institutions. organizations
and channels of cz_:ll.ural express]‘t?:;._
outside of Biro-Bidjan, w'lwsel:le\n::}l
cultural life, howeyer, was aiso ac
versely affected by these mhm'mstlmi
tive actions. Jewish schools were S:llhli
down. Yiddish and R{.lss"-m"le‘r\ialgj
newspapers ceased publication. ‘1
Yiddish publishing r!mu_ses sltuppenq
functioning. The Yiddish lw.u[t‘_‘er‘..
were disbanded. 'I‘he.]cwlsh AT‘?- th-
cist Committee was in 19_-'18 aniupi”)i
ordered to disband. je“’lS!‘l cu -tu»l].dl
figures, many of them with world:
w?de reputations and following, were
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unjustly and secretly executed. Many
others were persecuted and impris-
oned. We who were incredulous when
enemies of socialism rumored such
events, were horrified when unim-
peachable Communist sources since
the XXth Congress corroborated them.

3. Heartening amid the agon

caused by the revelations at the XXth
Congress, was the fact that the CPSU
had itself finally uncovered the errors
and crimes, branded them as viola-
tions of socialism, and resolved to re-
turn to the Leninist policy on all ques-
tions, including the national question.
Even before the XXth Congress
changes in some fields had begun to
be made. Shortly after Stalin’s death
the Soviet Government had itself re-
vealed and condemned the attempt to
frame-up the Doctor’s Case and to use
it for anti-Semitic purposes and sev-
erely punished those in government
and party responsible for this crime.
After the XXth Congress signs of im-
provement began to be reported and
were received by us with relief as con-
firming our confidence in the basic
principles of socialism and with eager-
ness for further news of the return to
a Leninist policy on the Jewish ques-
tion and the restoration of Jewish cul.
tural life. It was reported in the Com-
munist press outside the Soviet Union
that the reputations of those unjustly
executed had begun to be rehabilitated.
Variety concerts of Jewish music and
of dramatizations, recitations and
readings of Jewish literary works were
held in various cities and attracted ca-
pacity audiences that demonstirated
their enthusiastic desire for the re-
building of Jewish cultural institu-
tions, Translations of the poems of
some of the executed writers began to
appear in literary journals, sometimes
with appreciative ~ introductions, but
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with no indication of what had hap-
pened to the late authors. In Vilna a
Yiddish section was set up in the city
library and an amateur Yiddish chorus
and dramatic-group have begun to re-
hearse Yiddish songs and sketches. In
the field of religion, it may be added,
a rabbinical seminary with ten pupils
has been opened in Moscow and the
Hebrew Prayer-Book has been reis-
sued.

4. In June, 1956, an American pro-
gressive Jewish cultural leader was in-
formed by the head of the Union of
Soviet Writers that there was a plan
to 1) establish a Yiddish publishing
house; 2) open a Yiddish theater, to
begin as a travelling company; 3)
publish a bi-monthly literary periodi-
cal; '5) call a conference of Yiddish
writers and cultural workers of the
Soviet Union. He was also assured
that a government statement on the
fight against anti-Semitism would soon
be forthcoming. Some of these plans
were to be fulfilled in 1956; others
not until 1957, Thus far, by the end of
March 1957, not one of these projects
had been carried to fruition. The fact
that there was no publicly proclaimed
program for the restoration and re-
establishment of Jewish cultural life,
including the Jewish press, publishing
house, theater and other educational
and cultural institutions, has increased
the anxiety of the Jewish people and
other democratically minded Ameri-
cans and sections of the working class,

More recently, official delegations
of the Canadian and British Com-
munist Parties, as well as French and
American progressives, have visited
the Soviet Union and held discussions
of the Jewish question with authorita-
tive bodies there. They have publicly
confirmed the fact that Jews are not-
ably active in government positions,
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in all aspects of the economic, admin-
istrative, scientific, cultural and polit-
ical work of the Soviet Union. We re-
ject the slander of anti-Soviet elements
accusing the Soviet Union of anti-
Semitism. There is no official state
policy of anti-Semitism. However,
remnants of anti-Semitism, implanted
by generations of former tsarist rule
and revived to a certain degree among
backward elements by the Hitlerite
war-time occupation, apparently re-
main.

These delegations have also pub-
licly expressed disappointment and dis-
satisfaction with the fact that Jewish
cultural life has not yet been restored
and with the lack of speed, energy and
Communist determination made neces-
sary by the gravity of the situation,
with which the CPSU and the govern-
ment are tackling the expected repara-
tion of damage done and the restora-
tion of Jewish culture and cultural in-
stitutions. One delegation was told by
a spokesman of the Soviet Party that
Yiddish works would be published and
translated into Russian and other
languages. However the Yiddish news-
paper and theater would not be rein-
atituted unless “there is a specific
demand for them from Soviet Jewry.”
Among the reasons given for this posi-
tion is that integration has advanced
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so far as to make their reviyal un-
necessary. The delegations report that
whatever the rate of language assimi-
lation has been, there exists among
Gviet Jews a substantial desire for the
reconstruction of Jewish cultural life
and institutions and increasing con-
cern with the delay in this work,

5. Enemies of socialism try to make
capital out of both reporting and dis-
torting the situation for their cold war

urposes. [nternational attention has
Eecn fixed on the Jewish question in
the USSR. All those in many lands
soncerned with the matter would be
heartened by the Soviet Government’s
jssuing a statement on what happened
lo Jewish culture and on how the er-
rors on the Leninist policy on the
questions are being and would be
overcome. Such a statement would help
release the initiative of those Soviel
Jews who desire Jewish cultural ex-
pression to speak for it.

We are confident that the Soviel
party; which is steadily correcting the
errors of the Stalin period, will, in the
process it has begun of examining the
Jewish question and the Leninist solu-
tions to it, give full expression to the
cultural needs and desires of the Jew:
ish people. This would enhance the
role of the Soviet Union as a beacon
not only for the Jewish masses but for
the Negro people and all the oppressed..
We helieve that the historic role of the
Soviet Union in outlawing anti-Semis
tism. the earlier encouragement of na:
tional and nationality group life, in:
cluding that of the Jewish people and
the whole vitalizing effect of the self:
oriticism initiated by the XXth Con
oress, give the basic guarantees that
the CPSU will fully carry out the re:
turn to the Leninist policy on the Jew:
ish question in which its contl‘ibuti{)!\l]
have been historic. |
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