Jewish Problems in New Poland l

An approach to several aspects

of the serious situation

By DR. DAVID SFARD
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Anti-Semitism in Poland
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Before the Eighth Plenum, we
correctly noted that anti-Semitism
was coming from the top. We now
see anti-Semitic occurrences in g
number of industrial plants, We
constantly receive alarming infor-
mation from these places about the
dismissal of Jews from jobs because
of alleged “Stalinism.” These facts
have caused uneasiness and fear
among the Jewish population. But
it would be a grave error for us to
separate these anti-Semitic manifes.
tations from the general situation in
the country, from the things now tak-
ing place in the factories, in the vil.
lages, in the party committees and
community organizations,
What has occurred is not merel
a change of leaders but actually a
change to a new way of understand-
ing the substance of socialism. As is
well known, no revolution, even a
peaceful one, is without victims. On
the wave of democratization a filthy
scum of hooliganism and anarchism
has appeared. The whole country is
still in a state of flux. E\-'el‘ything is
in turmeil. The revolution has not
yet reached every city and village.
We know of instances where des-
tructive and demagogic elements are
influencing certain’ sections of the
people. If we correctly understand
this, we will better grasp the charac-

ter and causes of the anti- ewish
outbreaks.

In discussions with the leadership w

of the party the members of the Ex-
ccutive Committee of the Commu.
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nal-Cultural Union have stated the °
situation of the Jewish population in
all its gravity, Party leaders do not
doubt that they will overcome this
problem because the party has the
confidence of the great majority of
the people, of the intellectuals, of
all political groupings. The party
has shown that it can mobilize all
the forces of the people for the strug-
gle for socialism and it will not tole-
rate any nationalistic hooliganism.
It is not true, the party said, that the
Polish workers want a Poland with-
out Jews. This is the slogan of black
reaction. The present situation of
the Jews is one aspect of the general

situation in the country. The anti-
Jewish actions are crimes which will

be combated with all the severity of
the law.

Jewish Emigration from Poland

Some people think that the desire
to leave Poland is a result of the

recent anti-Semitic events. Others
believe the cause is incorrect work
of the Communal-Cultural Union,
I believe that the latter reason is not
acceptable. Our accomplishments in
this field—the theater,
house, press, Jewish Historical In-
stitute.
clubs—have meaning for Jewish cul-
ture generally. Even our honest op-
ponents will agree with that.

publishing

drama

groups, choruses,

On the other band, it is true that
€ committed a number of €errors,

that we sometimes held incorrect
views towards certain political ten-
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dencies and toward many Jewish na-
tional traditions. But this resulted
from an entire system which influ-
enced us, as it did the entire inter-
national workers movement.

Whatever the reason, we must no
longer take a hostile attitude toward
those Jews who want to emigrate.
Certainly we should not regard them
as enemies. We cannot blame Jews
who want to join their relatives or
those who want to leave because of
fear. We cannot even condemn those
who maintain that Israel is their
fatherland; even more, W€ should
help these people to solve compli-
cated questions, overcome bureau-
cratic obstacles and distortions in
the local govermnental organs.

We should try to strengthen our
relations with Jewish organizations
abroad. It should be emphasized that
we have always called for coopera-
tion and have always cordially re-
ceived representatives of various or-
ganizations and listened to their
opinions. Yet it must be said that
the tone of our appea‘ns was not al-
ways correct and thus did not help
stimulate such cooperation. The rea-
son is understandable: we were af-
fected by the cold war climate.

Something similar happened in the
Jewish community of Poland itself.
Even in our call to the artisans, the
religious Jews and the petty bourgois
sections to work with us, the tone
was not proper. The time has come
to establish a unified organization
of all the Jews in Poland.
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Attitude Toward Israel

It should be emphasized that our
position toward Israel flows from our
deep concern for the future of the
Jewish state. We believe that the
present policy of the lIsrael govern-
ment does not promote the well-be-
ing and growth of that state, but
rather the opposite. This is not only
the opinion of Communists, but also
of some of the Left-Poale Zionists,
General Zionists and others. We say
categorically that we are ready to
help the peace forces of Israel in
every way possible in their work on
behalf of the Israeli people.

We believe too that our press
should radically change its manner
of describing life in Isracl. We
should criticize what is wrong and
call attention to what is positive, to
that which Jews have created. We
should not look at Israel one-sidedly.

We oppose categorically the pres-
ent aggression against Egypt, just as
many honest people of various views
in Israel itself are opposed. At the
same time we cannot close our eyes
to the constant provocation and at-
tacks of the Arab nationalists. We
know that only the imperialists are
interested in intensifying the con-
flicts between Jew and Arab. Only
peace and friendship will bring good
to both sides.

All Jews are sympathetic to Israel
and wish it well. But this sympathy
should make us see both the good
and the bad. Chauvinism is the op-
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