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independent analysis and position despite the fact that the case of
discussion is their own nation.

That is why one of the ambitions of the criticism aimed at the
Palestinian capitalist class is to put the the Palestinian issue in its
Arab depth and dimension.

Adel Samara
Ramallah
May 1991
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Finally, the aim of doing this work was never limited to the level of
making an economic survey of the situation of Palestinian capitalism,
nor a historical study of Palestinian capitalism. One of the main of the main
_issues which has been raised and dealt with is the theoretlcal one. To
deal with this issue i this stage of history is a fofm of taking an
adventure. But, the reason for dealing/with it is different. My aim
was t(% provoke, to start a debate congerning th¢ releyant theoretical
melg [ g

l f / L.

R

It is not strange to note that one of the main defects in the Arab
literature is its theoretical poverty. My aim is to try to make a
theoretical interpretation and analysis of our history.

On this level, I know that many, including some Marxists, will not
accept my historical materialist approach for this analysis. But I think
that none of them will reject the idea of placing 'the study in a
theoretical framework.

However, the aim is even more ambitious. For decades, if not
centuries, we in the Arab countries were subjected to several forms of
colonialism and imperialism. These circumstances bred several forms
of dependency. One of these dependencies is that of theory. Many
of our intellectuals import the analyses of others, if these analyses are
about theory or about our intellectual’s own country, their life and
history.

That is why more and more of our intellectuals look at Arab
nationalism, unity, and even the future from and through the others’
perspectives and points of view. They are unable to create their own
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Palestinian capitalism is a productive one. If it is a merchant
comprador one, why has it been developed toward this form of
development? And, can a peripheral capitalism be expected to be a
leading factor toward a real and final independence?

Part Three deals mainly with the political factor. Since Palestine was
the regional center for Jordan until the late years of the 1940s, why
and how has it changed to become in the periphery of Jordan today?
This part discusses the new rise of Palestinian capitalism, Israeli policy
in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, the place of Palestinian
capitalism in the struggle between Jordan and the P. I:6 the
Palestinian’s struggle for leadership, the political relations between
Palestinian capitalism and the Israeli occupation, and the P.L.O.s

politics inside the Occupied Territories..

v Part Four concentrates on the industrial situation in the West Bank

J and the Gaza Strip. The first chapter of this part is built on the

Whﬁuestlonalres and interviews. The second chapter deals with

Y the phenomenon of sub-contracting, and its large role in the West

}% Bank and Gaza Strip’s economy. Its aim is to ciarify to what extent
) / the industrial structure of this economy is deformed ........

e o e T
This result, is in fact, highly related,to Parts One and Two, which
used theoretical means to prove the dependency of Palestinian

S N

The third chapter in this part is an \overview of the role of Palestinian
capitalism in the Intifada. Was this capitalism a real part of the
Intifada? Does it practise the role of natlve capltahsm during the
mass uprising against the occupier, which is a settler co colonial one?,
(i.e. to adopt an investment pol cy in general a? to concgentrate in

the productive sector 1 part1cula/\v))vé




theoretical analysis and critique has been conducted of the these of
Islamugiu and Keyder, Samir Amin, Tamar Gogansky, “Maxime
Rodinson and Hirshlag.

In the same part, the integration of Palestine into the world economic
order has been discussed. In this discussion, the rise of Palestinian
merchant capitalism, especially in its early relation to and dependency
on the Ottoman Empire, British colonialism, and the Jordanian
regime has been discussed.

While the theoretical analysis of Part Two is not limited on the
geographic sense, it is limited concerning the case study; which is the
West Bank, and not the whole of Palestine.

The reasons for this limitation are the lack of written literature on the
one hand; and the difficulty of visiting the various Palestinian
communities, even inside Palestine itself, like the Gaza Strip, as a
result of the restrictions imposed by the Israeli occupation, especially
during the Intifada.

This part deals with the early capitalisation of the West Bank.
Despite the fact that Chapter One of this part explained that
capitalisation in Palestine had been in place since the 70s of the last
century, one of the aims of Chapter Two in this part is to negaté the
pretenses of some Jsraeli writers that capitalisation and
~commercialisation was introduced into’ the West Bank during the
Israeli occupation after 1967. Other issues which are discussed are the
expansion of capitalist relations of production, the features of
capitalisation, and the agrarian question. In Chapter Three of this
part, the social structure and groups of the Palestinian merchant
capitalist class is discussed. A great and heavy emphasis has been
placed on the explaining an important issue; which 1'3/{0 what extent
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in fact, because of the lack of information about the Palestinian
communities in the Diaspora, this study has limited itself to the
Palestinians inside the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. (This very lack
of global information itself proves of the complexity of the Palestinian
issue.

The first part of this study outlines its approach, which is that of
historical materialism. The author believes that the best approach in
tackling a class issue is to start with the social formation and what it
contains of mode/modes of production. This in addition to the forces
and relations of production, and the society’s way of dealing with the
issues of accumulation and surplus.

By adopting this approach, the author is trying, clearly illuminate the
peripheral nature of Palestinian capitalism.

It was thus necessary to deal, on a limited scale, with the feudal
social formation, as an introduction to the issues of transformation to
capitalism and the capitalist social formation itself. A summary of
the polemic debate on feudalism between Hilion and others on the
one hand, and Sweezy on the other, has been presented in this
chapter.

Dealing with this issue, the author was not motivated by a mere
theoretical incentive, but first and foremost by irying to clarify that
feudalism in Europe and in the Middle East were not the same. And
further that Palestine never passed a social formation in its
development which was a copy or even very similar to that of
Europe.

The above discussion is followed by a discussion of the historical
developments which bred Palestinian capitalism. According to that, a
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ENGLISH ABSTRACT

This book is an introduction to the issue of the Palestinian capitalist
class. The class issue itself is a highly debatable subject, even in the
~ developed capitalist societies. But 0 tackle this issue in the unique
case of Palestine is a difficult job.

One of the main reasons for this difficulty is that there is little
concensus about who is Palestinian; what constitutes the Palestinian
society itself.

However, this is not surprising considering that the subject of the
present study is a_couniry which has had to endure, for a period of
one hundred and fifty years, continued campaigns of settlers; and,
recently, "a series of destructive wars (1948, 1967, 1982) against its
Geographic, demographic, social and economic destruction resulted
from these wars, and significantly affecting Palestinian society.

This book contains four chapters. The first and second chapters
present theorgtical and historical background, while the third and
fourth focus on the political and ecbnofﬁ—iagheres. V';

oy
While the first and second chapters deal with Palestine as a whole, the
last two deals with the situation of the West Bank in particular, (and
to a relatively lesser extent with the Gaza Strip only). '
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