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The Birmingham Demonstration 

Five th.ousand Ne1ro and white workers in Birminsham I .. t week, for­
se,ttin1 all the bou tAlk about race prejudice in their common ,trusrle 

asainst starvation, turned a job line into one of the molt militant work­

ers' demon1ratio1u ever aeen. in the coal and ,teel city. The Tia.duct at 18th 
Street wa, suppo1ed to be one of the hera,ded a.ids to unemployment, In­

stead, the white and colored worker• raised their voice in no uncertain term• 

•pin.at this fake relief, which put a few men to work at cut wages and low­
en the wage sc.ale of all labor. 

The workeu knew that, dh•ided on the color line, ther could do 
aotbiDI'- They knew that if they did oot want to be broken up, if they were 
to carry on any kind of a fight, white and colored workers would have to 
stand shoulder to ,boulder. Their demonstration ,bowed that if worker, 
M not permit them,elvea to be divided becau,e of rac.e, the bones and thdr 
police henchmen do not dare to attack. 

Due to the alertnen and militancy of a . youn1 Ne1ro worker, member 
of the Youni Communi.t Lea1ue, the discontent and rase of the worlter• 
wu or1ania:ed into a ma• protest &&"a.inst unemployment, into a man meet• 
ias in tho lobby of a jim-crow hotel for unemployment insurance. Thia 
7-•1 Ne1ro worker obtained a promi,e from tb.e white workers that the:v 
wo•ld support him, and they did a1.1pport their younr Nesro leader. A1ainat 
ata:rvation, arainat the 15-cent meal ticket insult and Community Chest piffle 

of tho bosac:• wh.o ha.-e laid off worker a.ad cut wases, these 5,000 united 
worlr:era raised tho er:, of battle. 

The workers, h.owe•er, could ha.-e broucht their demonstration to a 
•till more powerful c:oncluaion. They bad .-ented their ra1e on the bou who 
picked the "eood men" from the crowd, declared themael.-es for united or­
s•niaa.tion and atrusale, and when it wu o•er departed, each bi, own 
••1"· The TN.de Union Unity Leacu.e ah.ould ha•e been, on the job. The com• 
.-a4es should have led this mass protest marcb to tbe ate1M of the City Hall, 
1:t,reaJdnr thru the police terror a1ainst inilitaat workers, and presented the 
... man.da of the unemployed for immediate relief and for unemployment in• 
...,ance ri1ht at the •-t of the U. S. Steel-controlled city 10.-ernment. Th11t 
_..14 lla•e brou1ht th.e demonstration to the attention of all the workers 
ol Birmineham, ha.-e aet on fool a powerful maaa lllOTement for real relief 
&hat no T enneuee Coal and Iron police lackey• could break. 

file demon.tratioa ha• opened the way in Birm.in1bam for an open 
._. .. campai1n of the unemployed. It baa shown, that 1i•en leadership, 
the white and Ne1ro workers will firh.t to1otber for their relief demands. 
We mast look forward to a powerful Uaemployed Council of the Trade 

tlaioa Unit.y Lea.sue in Birmin1harn, le•dins e•en bircer demonstration• 
.-41 marches and rou•in1 the workers to strurcle. 

The Bank Failures 

Will Elizabethton Fighters 
The Reds 

Say--

Accept New Stretch-Out? 
Elizabethton, 

Tenn. 

By JIM ALLEN 

The Glanstoff 
Rayon plant ha, 
announced that 
it will open it!'I 
new unit here 
on Jan. 1, and 
that the same 
number of me•1 
and women that 
are working in 
the one plant 
no� will worl. 
both units with 

A Ma .. Picket Lina Durinc the 1929 

Strike 

This time from 
men who said 
they were lead• 
ers. The first 
sign of A. F. of 
L. treachery oc­
curred w h e  n 
Amon and Hoff­
man signed the 
first ae-reement 
in Johnson City, 
sending t h e 

workers b a c k 
without any de­
mands won. The 
iecond treaehe,.-

The State of Alabama is making an 
important change. Afraid that thry 
might be accused of being truthful, 
<;ov.-elect Miller and his henchmen, 
chan�e the old State motto� "Here 
we Rest," to "We Dare Maintain Our 
Rights." The old motto is much more 
to the point with tens of thousandl\ ol 
workers "resting" on empty stom­
achs, waiting for jobs that ain't. Tha 
new motto, howe,·er, has the right 
boas twist. It declares-so that. eveTy 
worker can understand it-that the 
bosses of Alabama will "dare" main­
tain their "right'' to continue layin� 
off thousands of more workers, cut 
wages, lengthen hours, keep the !'hain 
g-angs growing with unemployed, in­
still race prejudice. But we, the work­
ers, will also maintain our right to 
organize and fight. 

a wage increa�e 
of about $2 a week. That will menn 
an unbearable stretchout. 

Will the rayon workers of Glantz­
stoff, who 'have walked out in five mil­
itant strikes during the last threo? 
years, stand for it? Will they stand 
passively by allowing themselve� to 
be sweated to the bone by these new 
skeleton making schemes of thiJ 
Glanzstotr Rayon Corporation ? 

No Betrayal Tbi, Time 
Alreayd there is a· murmur of pro­

test. The fighting spirit of the work­
ers is rising again. One thought stands 
uppermost in the minds of most of 
the workers in Glanzstoft". If they �o 
out on strike, will they be betrayed 
again like th"ey were by the A. F. of 
L. union outfit of fakers? Wil1 the 
days of mi.lit.ant struggle be in vain 
because some McGrady or Kelly lined 
up with the bosses behind their backs 
and sold them out? 

The answer to that question de­
pends on the workers themselves. It 
is up to them to choose their own 
true leaders. There is a force not to 
be corrupted by the rayon bosses or 
intimidated by troops or sheriffs or 

deputies - the NATIONAL TEX­
TILE WORKERS UNION. 

Company PromiSff 

ous step was when Hoffman and Ay­
mon told the strikers at the time the 
April 15 strike was pulled not to call 
out the workers at Bemberg. The 
strikers knew better and called out 
the Bemberg workers. About 2,500 
strikers formed mass picket line!'. 
Hoffman, Kelly, Aymon and Matilda 
Lindsey, a woman betrayer, told the 
pickets to carry Bibles and pray for 
the scabs on the roads. But the com­
pany knew better and ca1led in force, 
several companies of the militia to The future governor of Alabama 
reinforce the deputi<'s. Praying seems to be "progressive." The New 
against steel bayonets, said Kelly. York bosses hit upon the bright idea 

The Sell-Out of posting unemployed workers on 

The Union organized relief prom- the comers selling apple!'!, to give the 
ising $4 to $10 a week according to impression that they are aiding un­
size of family, and then after twc employment and incidentally let 
weeks relief was cut to $3 a week themselves be seen munching lln '1..:ll.. 
and then to $2. Over $110,000 wa,. employed" apple as a token of their 
raised thruout the country for the friendship to labor. But Miller won't 
strikers, but after the U. T. W. fa!<- allow Walker to walk off with all the 
ers had spent $40.000 they announc- ,fruit. He got a few crates himself, 
ed no more relief. In addition they also and gives an apple to any misle,t 
had collected $10,000 from the Eliza- worker who comes to him for a job 
bethton strikers in dues and initia- in return for his vote. 
tioris. After 7 weeks of strike Kelly 

If apples, why not oranges" So th,. 
orange growers of Louisiana, to get � 
rid of their surplus crop, have induc­

announced no more relief. That was 
Kelley preparing the way for the 
sellout. Then came his crony, Anne 
Weinstock. Department of Labor con­
ciliator, drew up an ugreement wilh 
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the company, which was approved by 
Kelley on June 20., In t�is agreeme:1t them well, so that we will not have there was a clause saymg that the to learn them all over again at our company would rt:•hire only those who 

own expense. were "desirable." Then came E. T. 

ed the charitable mayor and bosses of 
New Orleans, to start an orange se�t­
ing campaign. Mayor Walmsey i'i 
confident that he will be able to �olve 
unemployment with orange juice, so 

Remember-before Bemberg-G1anz- Willson, from Passaic, as personal 
stoff came down here they promised director for the company, to super-

he has put l 00 unemployed work en 

The ball• are elosinl' their doors. Ju,t one week before Cbriatmaa, $26 a week for the girls and when vise the blacklisting. Over 2,000 were c.apitali•m, dreued as Santa Claus, walked in over 70 baaka and took what the plant started up in 1927 the girl� black-listed. The workers never saw litde -vine• workers and farmen may have put away out of their year of were started at $8.96 a week and that agreement. It was a delibera�e 
toil for a little extra food and pleasure 011 thr holidays. tho.se who had training at $10.80 sellout, put across while the workers 

to work selling oranges for the grow­
ers. Watch the price of oranges �o 
up! The planters are now selling the-.,, 
for $2. 70 a box, but rest assured, as 
soon a.s the s3.les begin to grow, ju!'t 
like with the apples in New York, the 
bosses will see to it that th�y get 
more profit out of the misery c.r thi.: 

Until la•t week the crj,ia had onlr affe d small banlu in the farm a week. The men were placed on 12- were militantly resisting injunctions. 
coantry, e.peciaJly in the cotton and tobacco •1ion• of the South. Theao hour shifts for 22 cents an hour. A Final Leuon 
•111.aH bank failures are apreadins like wild fi.-c·, fod by the farm cri,is. That was the fint promise. Then in October, with everything unemployed. 
Farmers and farm tenants who bad pledged their whole life away in loans Then there was the first unorganiz� just as bad as it was before and wor�e 
from banks and merchants? find that now even their •mall farms and their ed strike in 1927, with the girls· de- despite the promises of the company The City of Birmingham thinks it 
belon1in1a are beinr taken away from them. The merchant. and bankers manding- an increase in wages. Thf:" and Kelly and :McGrady, the worken; below its dignity to have soup kitch­
are savinr tl1eir pro6ta at the expense of the already improvcriahed farm company promiseJI. got the crew back wanted another strike. Gonnan cam2, t.-n�. So do we-for the unemJl]oyed 
population. In the Deha and in the cotton land• of Arkan•••• where the with no gains. Another I)romi!le th&.t got the County Court House for his -and that is why we are fighting fflr 
eoantry is dominated by a handful of white planters, the bank failure• mun Then, the second unorganized dirty work, and there persuaded ;;.lie unemployment insurance, for wnrk M 
more starvation and misery for thousand, of Nerro and white farm families. strike on March 1, 1928, demanding 2;soO workers who attended to go Nages. But the city of Chicago hai, 

But now, lareer banks, affected by the industrial criai,, are beeinninr the 8-hour day. Again the company back to work until the spring of 1930. no such sentimental qualm!'.. It hM to close their doora. The Banlr. of the United States in New York City was promised-promised the 8-hour dav Spring. 1930-nnother strike with just opened a steam-heated home ... 
th.c fir,t bi1 bank to •uccumb, drarsing witb it the aavin1s of thousands of in six months and when the G months Paul Fuller of the U. 1'. W. in there with 22 kennel� havinj? upper and 
New York workers, many of whom &t"e now unemployed. The Bankers Truct were up the rayon bosses aslied for this time. Openly they betrayed the lower berths for stray DOGS dudn� Co., in Philadelphia, and the City National Bank in Miami, the second lare-4 30 days. And when the 30 days were strike by declaring that only members the cold weather. Why the flop houses 
eat in the summer re,ort of the millionaires, followed. Within the next up the company said there was a of the union who had been in good aren't ev<'n st<'am heated, let alone 
few weeks, tl-iere will be a blaz:e of bank failures tbrouchout the country. "slump" (when they were making standing for the last 12 months could having separate rooms for every two 

The financial taara of American c•pitaliam, lookine out for their own mi!lions in profit.) Another promi!lP, get relief. The unorganized rayon workers. But Holy )ln('kerel, the poor 
profits, arc. ,•nable to stern this 1rowinr bank panic even with their Federtiil C f workers were left out of the pictur,�. 

,
stray dogs must be saved! oming o Traitors r,e..erve, which they boast so much about. These failure, to b� followed bv A Strike to Victory ., • • •--n more unemployment and w•ce-alaahing, are fast brincin1 tbia criaia to th:�e�
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:;;• There were five strikes. In the first And Congress passed Iloover'll 
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;:o:rthe Bank of the United States in New York This time Paul Aymon of the Tennes- two the workers learned that the $116.000.000 "unemployment reli(!f 

see A F of L was notified and he promises of the com1mny aren1t worth bill." Kind-hearted, eh1 About one City, are pointine the way to other worker-depositors and farm depoaiton started o�ganizi'ngg for the United anything unless there is a union to worker out of every l00,000 will !I.et: tLruout the country. Knowins that the State Bankin1 Department will take f th I th l t th •h the workerll' last penniu to return depoaib to bis buaineu, tbese worker- Textile Workers. On March 21, the en orce em. n e as ree � e anything of .  that money. One billio:1, 
depo,itora are ho1dine big mus meetine•, electinr committees of action, and Company, Paul Aymon, Hoffinan and workers learned that the A. F. of L. one hundred million dollar�, is a real 
workina- out plan• to fiebt this boaa robbery. Thia example must be follow- Sheriff Moreland made an agreement traitors were not the ones to force sum, tho. That ain't coming to u,. 

at a Johnson City Hotel giving the the bosses to keep promises made to no, sir! That amount. s.:,,y:; Admirnl ed by tbe w�rker� and farmer• in the South, who by thi, atru11le, cannot union the right to organize providin� the striking workers. In the last two William \'. Pratt, will be :.pent fnr onl� •t their aaTinl• back, but dart a man atrua-ale for relief and aea.inat 1t was done outside the mill! Under especially they learned that the A. building new battleships, destroye;-s captta um. 
cover of this agreement the striker:11 F. of L. crowd belonge�to GlanzSlolf. and airplanei:t. The American bosS(.'5 - - were told to go back to work. By use Now there is the National Textile will spend that preparing for the big � 

l 

f t I th f d t h Workers Union. The bosses hate it H d th b k ' f X-MAS CHEER BOSS CHARITY o s oo s e company oun ou w o war. y e, e an ers arm 1ecre� 
was in the union and started firing for they know it will never betray th tary, sayi- $25,000,000 is more than 

NEW ORLEANS, La.-.,My mam- NEW ORLEANS, La.- The kind- union men and women. On April 14, workers. Rayon workers oi Eli:i:abeth- enough for the millions of farrn p(f':) ma iit poor and I wanted some toys hearted bosses of this city presented Gl11.·nzstoff fired 27 union members. ton, remember the lessons of the last u1ation starving because of th c�• ., "" for Christma�," declared Joseph 

I 

a pair of old shoe:. to an old unem- On April 15, a strike vote was t.'lken five strikes well, don't make any more and the drought. There it is, fello· • Pruton, G-year-old Negro boy, who ployed \\orker so he could peddle and the crew pulled from Gl:'11zstoff. 
I 

ne�dless sacri�ces! . Let your next •

1 

workers. bo��es' relief in cold l 
I 

nre':'. broke thru a store window to take a candy to keep himself and his 5�year Now there were other kmds of strike be a strike to victory under the There isn't going to be any rel. toy wagon. He was arrested. old girl alive. promises the strikers had to deal with. leadership of the N. T. W. U.! us, unless we ourselves fight to, 


