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Only Path to
Liberation of
Negro Masses

NEGRO LIBEKRATION, by James
Pam-

mm.n.l.u_-u.
Roviswud by MILTON HOWARD

warkars of America will not
be able to overthrow the rule
of thelr exploiters, the American
capitalists, if they do not win over
to tieir side the 10,000,000 op-
prumnd Negro workers from whom
American capitalian sweats even
greater profits than it does from
the white workers. And, ocon-
versely, the Negro workers will
never be able to win their freedom

of the millions & American white
workewre and emall farmers. It is
therefore obvious that a proper un-
derfanding of the Negro question
as & basis for correct action is ab-
solutely vital for all workers, Ne-
gro and white. Tremendously im-
partant as this understanding is,
it i not too much to say that be-
fore app of this

it was tmpassible to obtaln in com-
pact form a popular Communist
analyxis of the whole question. But
this pamphlet takes up the whole
questian, its beginnings, its his-
tory, its development and its pres-
ent status, thus providing the key
to an understanding of why the
Cammunist Party demands and
fights for “Equal rights for the
Negroes and sel% determination for
the Black Belt.”

KEEN HISTORICAL ANALYSIS

James 8. Allen, who is also the
author of another pamphlet in this
seriaa, “The American Negro,” cor-
rectly insists that to consider the
Negro question in America from a
Marxist-Leninist viewpoint means

to consider it historically. He
shows by keen historical analysis
that the Negro people are a de-
veloping nation. But what is a
nation? Allen gives a good sum-
mary of Stalin’s tesching on this
qm A mtlon u a hlamncnlly

of mle hnving & common lnn-
guage, & common history, a com-
mon economic and cultural life,
and living on a common territory.
By the end of the Civil War the
Negroes already had many of the
elements of a nation. And by
1900, with the devzlopment of a
Negro petty-bourgeoisie and class
antaganizsms among the Negro peo-
ple, the Negroes, says Allen, “had
M loped all the charac-

a nation—of an op-
DMM nationality.” In other
words, the Negro masses in the
Black Belt constitute today a
young nation whose tremendous
cultural and social forces Ameri-
can capitaliam is trying to strangle
in. order to preserve the tremen-
dous super-profits which it sweats
out of the Negro tolling masses.
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TE! Communists all over the
world fight for self-determina-
tion for all nations. In the Soviet
Union they have put this theory
into practice. Allen's chapter on
this problem is exceptionally clear.
He shows that Communists believe
in bringing all nations closely to-
gether in one international unity.
Bug he points out, quoting Lenin,
that a “fusion of nations on a truly
democretic, truly international
basis is unthinkable without the
freedam of separation. . . . The
working class strives to bring all
natians closely together, to fuse
them, but it intends to bring that
about not by the use of force, but
only by a free, brotherly union of
the workers and toiling masses of
all nations.”

WHAT SELF-DETERMINATION
MEANS

Then the author goes on to show
how this conception applies to the
Negroes of this country. He says:
“The right of seif-determination
means that the Negro people in
the Black Belt, where they have
farmed the majority of the popu-
lation for many generations and
where they have developed as a
people, have the right to set up a
republic of the Black Belt in which
the Negroes would exercise gov-
ernmental authority (and where
the significant white minority
would have full equal rights with
the Negroes) and determine for
themselves whethpr their country
should be federated to the United
Bhw or hnve oompleu polmcal

d . The C:
Pmy strives lo ‘unite the Negro
tollrs and the white mames of

the cemmtry, but this ebjective can-
net hed umtil the Neg
have froedom—which they do

enter of their

will and without coercion
a wnlen.® It is obvious
this how reactionary and
false 18 the propaganda of the 8o-
| clalists, especially Norman Thomas,
(who allowed Jim-Crowism of the
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Allen shows Y'sw the very ex-
| istence of t'. Negro bourgeoisie
{ and its Jesders, DuBois. White,
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the path of revolutionary unity un-
der the leadership of the Commu-

This ig the lamsan which Allen
paints out 19 forced Upon ubyl.hn
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