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own merits and the
1 of whether the proletariat
.-should support a national move- |

menit primarily upon|
«whether that particuler national|
movement ‘iz directed agaivst the |
cld order of ‘society.
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tion was linksd up directly with the
. completion of the bourgeois-demo-
~cratie revolution (the overthrow of

ticns and rights. of cfhsther it |
wezkers tha power of reaction and
helps, the growth of the working
class movem~nt.

During the period of the 1848
revolution in Germany Marx and
Engels continually pointed out thnt}
Russip was the power behind - Aus- |
trian and Prussian reaction. They
were fervent defenders of the Hun- |
gatian and Polish revolutions and |
agitated for an Independent and |
united Poland and the unification |
of .Germany “into one republic. The |
paper which thev edited at that

time, the Neme Rhéin'sche Zeitung,

was almost  entirely devoted t8
agitation for ¢reation of such demo-~
cratic revolutionary forces which
would with one blow free Germany
of all the remnants of the obsolete
feudal system.
Fought Feudalism 3

When Russia tried to obtaln the

Turkish domains in Europe, as a

result of which England and France

were finally forced to declare war'
against Russian (the Crimean war),

Marx and Engels hailed the war, for

i signified that the three main

poweérs: had fallen out among them-

selves. While ' they severely criti-
cized the Russian autocracy as the
main bulwark of reaction, they were
no less severe in the criticism of

. the other -powers involved and ad-
vocated a  revolutionary solution:
the democratic overturn of  the
1Y During the

American Civil War, Marx and En-

gels enlisted the support of the

Eurgpean proletariat on the side of

the North for they saw the war as

& revolutionary war aimed primarily

at the destruction of chattel slavery,

The Polish revolt of 1863 evoked

Europe, through enforcing the right
- of self~-determination” and “the re-
constitution of Poland upon demo-
© eratic and social foumdations.” The
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“a. Why do the workingmen
Europe take up this question? In
the first instance, because  the
middle class writers and agitators
conspire to suppress it, although
they patronize all_sorts of nation-
alities on the econtinent, 0
Whence this reticence? Because
both aristocrats and bourgeoisie
look upon the dark Asiatic power
(Russia) in the background as a
last resource against the advanc-
ing tide of working class ascend-
ancy. That power can only be ef-
fectively put down by the restora-
tion of Poland upon a democratic

“b. In the present changed state
of Central Burope, and especially '
Germany, it s more than ever
necessary to have a democratic
Poland. Without it, Germany will
become the outwork of the Holy
Alliance, with it, the copperatdr

Karl Marx, founder of s

Communists March
In Van of Workers,
Said Marx and Engels
“The Communists, “therefore,
are on the one hand, practi-
“cally, the most advanced and

with republican France. The work-

ing cless movement will continu- |
ously be interrupted, checked and |

retarded, until this great European

| question be set at rest.

{  “e. It is especially the duty of '
{. the German working class to take

| the initigtive in this matter, be-

cause Germany is one of the par-
titoners of Polend.”

Engels on the Irish Question

Of special interest is Engels’ com-
ment in a Jetler to Marx after an
early visit to  Ireland in 1855:
“Here," he said, “it is already clear
how the so-called freedom of Eng-
lish citizens is based upon the sup-
pression of the colonies.” In 1860
Marx wrote: “I more and more
come to the conviction (and the
thipg is to fix this conviction in the
minds of the English working class)
that it will never be in a position
to make a decisive step forward in

England itself until it finally breaks |-

with the policy of the ruling classes
on the Irish question, until it not
only makes common cause with the
Irish, but takes the initiative in
breaking the union founded in 1801
and substitute for it a free -union
on a federative basis, And this must
be done, not primarily as a question
of sympathy with Ireland, but as
a demand based on the - interesis
of the English proletariat.”

The first cardinal view of Engels,
which he shared with Marx, on the
+question of the oppressed peoples
| was that every movement of an op-
| pressed people which was progres-
|sive—directed against reaction—was
to be directly supported by the
| working class, The Communists to-
{day—in the epoch of imperialism,
{when the majority of the peoples of
|the world are oppressed by a hand-
{ful of capitalist powers—apply this
iprlnclple by supporting materially

morally every revolutionary
| movement of the colonial peoples:
ithe defense of Ethiopia against
Italian aggression, the struggle of

Communism on this question is that

m’mvmﬂum-otmeom_

|the struggle for the freedom of the
| people. Engels applied
Ithis, as we noted above, to the

working class in relation to
Poland. In the United States this

i

;| principle has its immediate -ppu-i
// cation to the white workers in rela- |

tion to the Negro people, in the first
other peoples appressed by Yankee
i The Communists in
2 tes therefore hold,
th the fundamental
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place, as well as in relation to the |y, 1 conce is being threatened by |

resolute: section of the working-
class parties of every country,
that section which pushes for-
ward all others; on the other
hand, theoretically, they . have
over the great mass of the
proletariat the advantages of
clearly understanding the line
of march, the conditions, and
the ultimate general resuits of
ths proletarizn  movement."—
(Manifesto of the Communist
Party, by Karl Marx and Fried-
rich Engels)

Insurrection
Is an Art,
Said'Engels

“Now, insurrection is an art quite
| as much as war or any other, and
subject to certain rules of proceed-
ing, which, when neglected, 'will
produce the ruin of the party neg-

lecting them. Those rules, logical
deductions from the nature of the |

parties and the circumstances one |
has to deal with in such a case, |

| are so plain and simpile that the'
short experience of 1848 had made
the Germans pretty well ac-
quainted with them.
| “Pirstly, never play with insur-
| rection unless you are -fully pre- |
{ pared to face the consequences of |
{ your play.
(culus with very indefinite magni-
i tudes the wvalue of which may
change every day; the forces op-
posed t0 you have all the advan-
tage of organization, discipline, and
habitual authority; unléss you
bring strong odds against them you
| are defeated and ruined. -
Secondly, the insurrectionary
career once entered upon, act with
the greatest determination, and on
the offensive. The defensive is the
death of every armed rising; it is
lost before it measures itself with
its enemies, Surprise your antag-
onists while their forces are scat-
tering, prepare new successes, how-
ever small, but daily; keep up the
moral ascendancy which the first
successfyl rising has given to you;
rally those elements to
your side which always follow the
strongest impulse, and which al-
ways look out for the safer side;
force your enemies to a retreat
before they can collect their
strength against you; in the words
of Danton, the greatest master of
| revolutionary policy yet known,

Insurrection is a cal-'

ile 'andace, de l'audace, encore de
! 'andace!” — (Germany: Revelution
| and Counter-Revolution, by Fred-
| erick Engels).

| movement will facilitate the
{against capitalism at home, the
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