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CONDUCT OF COMMUNIST
TRIALS

By CARL SKLAR.
(Sentenced to Folsom.)

It has been our experience in southern Cali-
fornia that serious legalistic illusions exist
with regard to the possibility of attaining ac-

quittals in capitalist courts. These illusions
exist not only among non-Party workers but
in the Party as well. Only a short while ago
a member of the Los Angeles Section Com-
mittee expressed criticism against a comrade
giving as reasons two points:

First: That in the trial of comrades arrested
on March 6 at the unemployment demonstra-
tions—this comrade antagonized the judge by

asking the type of questions that were really

not “legally” proper.
It happened that the question that particu-

larly antagonized the judge was asked in the
examination of the jury. Each juror was

asked whether he or she ever worked for
wages. This was done to expose the class
character of the jury panel. It developed that
about 70 per cent of the panel from which the
jury was to be selected consisted of individuals
that were retired —the rest composed of busi-
ness-men and professionals.

The second ground for the comrade’s com-
plaint was that such an attitude would “an-
tagonize” the jury as well as the judge, and
that such things really “were not done.” It
was not the “regular” or “legal” procedure to
inject political issues into the selection of the
jury.

The Section Committee sharply criticized
this opportunistic expression of legalistic illu-
sions. The committee clearly pointed out that
such illusions meant the elimination of a clear
cut class line which at the same time exposed
the character of the courts as agencies of the
capitalist class used for the suppression of the
workers. Such illusions, it was pointed out,
would change this clear cut class line into
shameless speculation as to this judge, or that
juror, and instead of shattering the illusion
that there can be no “justice” for workers in
capitalist courts—would further such an illu-
sion among the masses as well as in the Party.
Instead of placing squarely in the forefront
the real class issues and mobilizing the masses
behind these issues, the Communist trials and
the trials of all class fighters would be nar-
rowed down to fit the frame work of capitalist
legality.

The Section Committee, therefore upheld the
policies applied and rejected the manifestation
of legalistic illusions in the committee. The
comrade then acknowledged hs error.

Repetition in the Imperial Valley Trial.
The above issues were cleared up in the Sec-

tion Committee on May 4th. On the following
day I was arrested on a warrant and taken
down to El Centro to join other comrades and
fellow workers who awaited the well known
trial of the Imperial Valley cases. This trial
was scheduled for May 26.

What was our amazement when a decision
came from the Section Committee to the com-
rades in prison in the Imperial Valley that
they must leave the case in the hands of the
lawyers.

What was the only possible conclusion and
practical effect of such a policy? First—the
comrade who advanced the above argument
might as well have said: “Comrades, we must
go easy in putting forward a class position.
Let the lawyers do the talking. Let them con-
duct the defense on legal grounds. The pos-

sible sentences are too heavy to “take chances”
by militantly putting forward the real class
issues of the case.”

£ceondly this policy at once reflected itself
ai eme of the defendants who likewise
do illusions. These illusions went so
far hen the lawyers advised that the or-
ga • of the Communist Party of Los An-
geles and likewise the organizer of the Inter-
national Labor Defense should not take the
witness stand—advancing the illusion that this
may prevent conviction—some of the com-
rades on trial temporarily succumbed to this
proposal.

Legalistic Illusions Shattered.
The wrong line adopted with regard to the

conduct of the trial reflected itself in each
phase of the case. But alas! The looked for
results did not materialize.

The “trial”was conducted in a highly legal-
istic manner". Workers came to see and hear
the fight. Unfortunately there was nothing
to hear except the long, highly technical argu-
ments couched in incomprehensible legal
phraseology. The workers came—yawned a
while—and left. In all accounts of the trial it
was the attorneys that were featured as the
“fighters.” Instead of using the courtroom as
a forum (and this method would have kept the
court room filled with worker's), instead of
making this a fight of the workers against the
bosses and boss “justice” the entire trial was
turned into an illusive search for “justice” in
the capitalist court, through “legal,” “safe”
methods.

This “safe” policy calculated to result in
lighter sentences succeeded in “moderating”
the trial and its class line—but not the sen-
tences. These were meted out to their maxi-
mum limit.

An Important Political Omission.
Wlii’e on the question of the Imperial Val-

ley tiirl, it is necessary to point to an im-
port'nt error made in connection with the
campaign on these cases both locally and na-
tionally.

Nowhere is it being pointed out that this
event represents not only an attack upon the
Communist Party and the revolutionary trade
unions as the vanguard of the working class
by the growers of the Imperial Valley—but by
the entire capitalist state machinery of south-
ern California.

Led by the Los Ar.geles Chamber of Com-
merce the state apparatus dealt its heaviest
blow first of a'l against the Communist Party.
Members of the CEC and Polcom speak of
these convicted in the Imperial Valley case as
“organizers of the Agricultural workers of Im-
perial Valley.”

This is politically incorrect and likewise in-
to rect a« a matter of fact.

True, there were a number of organizers of
the agricultural wor'-e s. True—the organiza-
tion of the Imperial Valley workers was one
o the outstar.d ng issues of the trial. But
just a . outstanding was the attack on the en-
tire revolutionary movement all over south-
ern California and the fact that the capitalists
ami C'e state clearly recognized in the Com-
t.n "V Pthe leader and basic force of the
movement.

Carl Skiar was tried and convicted precisely

because he was organizer of the Communist
Party of southern California.

Frank Spector was convicted not for actual
leadership of the Imperial Valley struggle but
as one of the active members of the Commu-
nist Party in Los Angeles and secretary of the
I. L. D.

The same applies to the warrants for Frank
Waldron, Harry Harvey, and other comrades.
It was in this way that the Imperial Valley
frame-up was calculated to cripple the entire
working class movement in southern California
and particularly the Communist Party.

Not to understand this, means not to under-
stand what took place in the Imperial Valley
and also the entire situation in southern Cali-
fornia. It means not to understand the fact
that the Imperial Valley' case was only' a con-
tinuation of the previous fight which devel-
oped such a sharp form in southern California
against the Communist Party and the entire
left wing, and also the fact that this attack
continues today with unabated fury.

February 26—a Communist Trial.

The trial of the comrades arrested at the
February 26 unemployment demonstration in
Los Angeles was truly a Communist trial.
The policies applied in this trial are devoid
of illusions.

The issue of class against class was clearly
put forward. There was no shameful specu-
lation as to “this juror or that juror.” There
was no fear of “antagonizing” the judge.

The court room was used as a forum by
Communists who conveyed the issues involved
to the largest possible masses of workers.
The proceedings in the court room were used
by the organization as a means of propaganda
among the masses. The ten comrades on trial
act as their own attorneys. They fight for
the interests of the Party and the working
class in away that the workers can under-
stand.

Here capitalist class justice was exposed.
The entire jury panel was challenged and the
facts exposed. First: that there are no indus-
trial workers on the jury. Second: that al-
though Negroes and Mexicans comprise 25
per cent of the city’s population—not a single
Mexican or Negro was to be found among
more than 100 jurors examined. Third: the
fact that per cent of jurors examined were
retired, the rest mostly' in business and well
paid professions. Fourth: the jurors were
selected by the judges who in turn are aje.iH
of the capitalist class and select the >Try
along very strict class lines.

Other Issues Brought Out.

Through the witness stand and through the
concluding speeches of the comrades, in fact
through every available means, the class
line was put forward.

The comrades were devoid of illusions and
testified clearly and militantly.

Labor Juries.

Just a word about labor juries. The rol»
and purpose of the labor jury are
properly understood. For this reason in PIT -

taut errors have been made in the selection
of labor juries.

L’sually twelve workers are selv. d at
random. They may be picked up a few day's
or a few" hours before the trial. Ly sme
instances such a labor jury sits <iUit.!y in
the courtroom in order to avoid cr.w 7. Tie
masses do not know there h- ¦ i °ar a ju'y

of workers until a hasty te'f et err es out
with the “decision.”

The real value cf a workers' jury is cm-
tained in the campaign through which the
jury is selected. Such a ju~y must be repre-
sentative of masses of workers and - ~.rk-
ers’ organizations. The workers must know
of the existence of the jui-y and must look
forward to its decis; n. In this way the
selection of the labor jury must be a part
of afousing mass support in the case. Un-
less such a mass basis is laid in the selec-
tion of the jury and is part of the mobiliza-
tion of the masses behind the class victims
—the labor jury simply becomes a subter-
fuge. The jury does not have to consist of
the traditional number of twelve. The jury
can he larger in the event real mass response
comes from organizations a.nd shops in the
selection of the jury.

*

This article i.; by no means intended to
analyze the ma'cr trials such as Gastonia,
Raeco-\ anzetti, Mooney and Billings, etc. It
can be said, however, that the experiences in
these cases including the Imperial Valley case
bear out in practice the conclusions of the
article.

These conclusions have been based on ex-
periences acquired in the struggle in South-
ern California. \

In the course of this experience the local
party has learned to continue the class strug-
gle in court and to discard legalistic illusions.

This has already had a profound effect
upon the ideology of the party members and
the workers generally.

The February 26 trial' was a Communist
trial. It has placed into clearer light our
position and has corrected the gross legalistic
policy applied in the trial in Imperial Valley.

The capitalists are plotting war against the
Soviet Union. This Fish Committee, Easley.
Mathew Woll and other fakers of the A. F. of
L. the socialist party are slandering the So-
viet I nion. The Communist Tarty is mobil-
ing r.ll worker; for the defense of the Soviet
Union. Vote Communist!

Worker*! Join the Party of
Your (’lass!

Communist Party USA.
4.’1 East 125th Stieet,

New York City

I the undersigned wan' 'c ioin the Cnmmu
mst Party Send me more information

Name

Address Gtty

Occupation Age

Mail Ibis lo tht tentin' Hriict < • .nuiiumst
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iVhy is the Sc°i list Platform
UiLnt on Weg^e-Cutting?
The following is the th'rd of a series of

a tides written by Comrade I. Amter. at
Hart's Island Penitentiary, on the “socialist”
party platform. Revolutionary workers will

find there articles of great value for their
discussions with their fellow workers on the
present election campaign.—Editor.

* * *

By I. AAI7ER.
Prironer No. 52351.

(Communist Candidate in the 23ru Congres-
sional District —Bronx)

It is not an accident that wage cutting is not
even meat, in i..e or tuJ 0 . . .oi.ai

platform of the “socialist” parly, because the
"sGL.alist” controlled or led unions are cooper-

ating with the employers in reducing wages.
Being supporters ot capitalism and seeking

new methous of having the workers shouldered
with the consequences of the economic crisis,
the "socialists” are working together with the
bosses to put wage cuts across “painlessly” if
possible, but forcibly if necessary.

Muste Helps Treachery of Green.

Hoover bluffed the workers into the vain be-
lief that not only tne employers who attended
the November conferences would "uphold
wages,’ but that this would be the general
policy of the capitalists of this country. Almost
befoie the Ink was dry on the statement issued
in November, the wage cutting campaign began
and emoraced every industry, but particularly
the unorganized and sick industries—coal, tex-
tile, steei, auto, rubber, chemicals, etc. Up to
date, sonic hundreds of wage cuts have been
maje and yet only recently William Green
praised Hoover for having “upheld wages!”
This shows not only the insolence but the
black treachery of the leadership of the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor.

A. J. Muste, “socialist" trade union leader,
assails the leadership of the A. F. of L. for
n in-militancy in resisting wage cuts. But

Muste should not talk so loud. The “socialist”
led union of the Full Fashioned Hosiery work-
ers only a short time ago under pressure of
the "socialist” leaders accepted a wage reduc-
tion of 30 to 40 per cent. Here is the apostle
of ' militant action” criticizing the A. F. of L.
leadership and himself guilty of one of the
worst wage cuts that have been put across oh
the workers, 16,000 textile workers being af-
lecieu!

Social Democratic Wage Cuts.

The same policy Is being forced on the work-
ers in the Amalgamated Clothing Workers and

Ladles Garment Workers—both ’socialist” con-
trolled unions.

Is this a peculiarity only of the American
“socialist” party?

By no means. In Germany, by agreement of
the ejyp lyers and the social-democratic trade
union leadership, a general wage reduction of
7/ per cent Is being foreed on the workers.
This was approved by the government while

the social-democrats still were In the mln'stry.

'.i rwit’’ the British Labor Govern-
ment (socialist) in power, with unions con-
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Along the Front ,

Sonic News from Chicago on the Carrying
Cut of the Shock Plan.

To Gary, Indiana, we have two functioning
shop nuclei. One in the Cary Tin Mill, the
other in the U. S. Steel Hill. We got out a
bu'.'et'n for the mill which was distributed
a few ago, and which near’y created
a revolution in the plant, it was so successful.

Last Sundry we went to Gary, visited and
talked to young workers. We got a large
number of young workers to sign up for the
Young Communist League. We elected of-
ficers of the shop nucleus, gave comrades
concrete tasks, decided on meeting, paid dues,
etc. Each nucleus is going to meet every
week regularly. Every comrade has a task to
perform, especially in the building of the
union. ¦»

In the eity of Chicago a meeting is going j
to be held on Thursday, of some young work-
ers (Polish), from the stock yards. We have
enough to start a shop nucleus there now.

The spirit of the comrades is growing daily,
and we are all convinced that we will have
at least the five shop nuclei by the end of
the Shock Plan. Comrades are out collecting

trolled by '‘socialists,” wage cutting is proceed-
ing. One hundred twenty five thousand wool
workers had their wages cut, with the gov-
ernment and trade union officials doing every-
thing to put it through, despite the resistance
of the workers. In France, the adoption of the
socialist insurance law. which required a three
per cent compulsory contribution by the work-
ers, meant a reduction of 3 per cent in wages.
The workers demanded an increase in wages
—but the “socialist” trade unionists sabotaged
and sold out the strike that took place.

Waces Cut in the Anthracite.

The excuse of*the capitalists of the Unitea !
States is twofold: There must De a wage |
'‘adjustment” in union shops and factories so
that they can compete with nonunion shops; I
and secondly there must be a general wage !
“revision”—that is wage cut —so that the
United States may compete on the world mar-
ket. The capitalists are using the excuse the
world over in order to saddle the workers with
the effects ot the economic crisis and keep
up their own profits.

William Crqen no longer can lie about wage
cuts. Ills conservative lieutenants are having
no easy time explaining how Hoover “kept
wages high” and how wage cuts mean wages
“up." The workers are discontented. The or-
ganized workers know that their wages are the
next to go down. John L. Lewis, the coal min-
ing traitor, forced the anthracite miners to
agree to a "fact-finding committee" which will
take up “readjustments" of wages—that is, will
put over wage cuts. The building trades work-
ers in must cases are not getting the official

¦wage scale, but are glad to get jobs at $5-6
a day. A Wall Stieet paper irn say quite
correctly that whether the trade urion leaders
admit it or not, wage cuts have been going
on quietly for some time.

“Socialist” Platform Silent for Good
Reason.

There is good reason, therefore, why the
“socialist” platform can talk much and loud-
ly about booze and graft, but can “forget”
the vicious wage cutting campaign, which as
yet is not yet in full swing. The employers
will take full advantage of (he fearful un-
employment this* fall and winter to slash

on the Young Worker, and you will get some
dough in a day or two.

Tonight we have a meeting of a new unit
in Maywood and a new unit in Indiana Har-
bor. Work has been started on the unemployed
conference and youth committees are being
formed in the unemployed councils.

A conference for a basketball league is
making the most progress. One of our weak-
nesses is in connection with the anti-lynch
conference. \^ 7 e are only just getting to work
on it here, but will do our best to make it a
real success.

* * *

Chicago seems to be coming along now. The
comrades in the district must discuss the
methods by which these achievements were
made, as well as some of the lessons to be
drawn from the work. All such experiences
should be written up and sent in to the Na-
tional Office, Young Communist League, 43
East 120th Street, New York. All comrades
in the .units, and in the districts are asked
to contribute to this column regularly.

Tomorrow some news from the Cleveland
Shock Front.

wages on all sides. Already it is announced
in the steel industry, the coal mining “fact
finding committee” will cut wages, textile
and auto will cut. The bosses are relying on
the full cooperation of the fascist A. F. of L.
leadership, they will depend not less on the
“socialist” party, which may mouth phrases of
"militancy” but betrays the workers never-
theless.

Why do the "socialists” use militant lan-
guage? For the simple reason that the work-
ers are getting into a fighting mood; they
are being forced to live far below the sub-
sistance level and whole families have to go
to work. In Colorado it is reported that fam-
ilies of six and seven working in the beet-
fields have a total income of SSOO a year.

T'ne workers—with the unorganized, un-
skilled and semi-skilled workers leading be-
cause they are being attacked first—are be-
ginning to fight. Auto workers, textile work-
ers, agricultural workers—are organizing and
figuring, organizing into the revolutionary
unions of the Trade Union Unity League, they
are beginning to strike against wage cuts.
Under Communist leadership, they are going
into the fight against this vicious attack of
the bosses.

No Accident.
It is no accident the wage cuts play no

part in the “socialist” platform. The workers
must understand this, as they must understand
the strikebreaking unemployment insurance
scheme of the “socialist” party. They must
understand that the fight of the working class
is against the capitalist class, their govern-
ment. and their tools among the workers—the
fascist A. F. of L. leadership and the social-
lascist “socialist” party.

The Communist Party in its program of
the everyday struggle and in the election
campaign calls on the workers to organize
and strike against wage cuts. This is one of
the primary demands and needs in the pre-
sent situation. The Communist Party thus
proves to be the only real party of the work-
ing class fighting always in its interest.

Workers! Support the program of the Com-
munist Party! Support its candidates in the
elections! Vote Communist.

(Written at Hart's Island Penitentiary.)

By JORGE ¦

Sweet Land of Frame Up

We may be w*rong, hut we think that the
story we are about to relate could happen only

in these United States. .Anyhow, here it is:
The New York Police Department, com-

manded by the paragon of patrolmen, Mr.
Mulrooney, who knows how to handle the Civil
Liberties Union in away to make them agree

that he’s the Cat’s Meow, has what is known
as the “Bomb Squad.”

As everybody knows, a “Bomb Squad” is to

find bombs. If some bombs aren’t found now

and then, what the hell is a “Bomb Squad”
for?

Ergo, Detective Eugene Canevari of the
“Bomb Squad” bethought himself of the ne-
cessity of finding a bomb. But nary a bomb
could be found. Not to he thwarted by such
trifles, he kept on detecting and finally made
friends with a title setter by the name of
Prosperino Rozzano, 35, of 6805, 14th Ave.,
Brooklyn.

To Rozzano, the ferret of the law confined
the information that he was just pining away

for a bomb, was going down to an early grave

if he didn’t get a bomb, and added that for a
bomb he would, pay SIOO cash, coin of the
realm.

It appears that tile setting is a bit slack,
and Rozzano, touched by the appeal of Mul-
rooney’s man-hunter, assured Canevari that
he, Rozzano, would not let such a friend go

bombless into the Great Unknown. He himself
would make Canevari a bomb.

And he did. But when he delivered the bomb,
and got the SIOO in his jeans. Canevari up and
arrested him, and appeared before Magistrate
Jeanette Brill charging Rozzano with bomb
making.

__

And Mulrooney, valiant defender of the law,
promoted Canevari at once. Why not? The
Bomb Squad had actually fourtd a bomb!

But, curses! In the presence of the court,

Rozzano took the bomb he was arrested for
making, and tore the thing to pieces. And it
was shown to the magistrate, who knows a
bomb from a bribe, that all it was made of was
some tiles, tin cans, papers, a rubber tuba
and some tape; the only explosive added be-
ing some rather bad-smelling old socks.

And what happened? We’ll tell you—

Canevari re-arrested Rozzano for “accepting
money for false pretenses” and Rozzano is
yet lying in durance vile in this city of New
York, United States of Graft and Corruption.

That’s all!
* • •

Tales for Children ,

Once upon a time, a long, long time ago. at
least as far back as last year, there was a gijik
by the name of Lovestone, who thought he
was Prince of Wales in the Communist Party
of the U. S. A. So he fell off a horse and has
been picking himself up ever since, but with-
out notable success.

He now comes up with the claim that it’s
his crisis because he saw it first. Rather oddly
admitting that there is a crisis, by the way.

Way back in February, 1928, he says, “Isaid
that—‘lt cannot yet be said at this time that
we aie facing an immediate deepgoing crisis.
But the continuous development of the contra-
dictions within American capitalism is pro-
ceeding at such a pace that the coming of the
deepgoing crisis is unavoidable in the near
future.’ ”

Now that was 0.K., wasn't it? Yes, it
wasn’t because the poor fellow kept on say-
ing exactly the same thing—always moving
up that “unavoidable near future” untflfcHhe
Communist International got out a new calen-
dar on him, where his always approaching
“near future” was found somewhere in the
past. Anyhow, great be the rejoicing that he
at last has found a crisis.

But what does he propose to do about it?
Change the trade union line? Never! Neither
in 1928 or 1930, neither when the crisis was
merely “unavoidable” nor when it is here.

However, there IS something he proposes.
The whole phone-booth full of Lovestoneite#
is determined to “Vote Communist.” But with
the specific qualification that they do so in
spite of disagreeing with the analysis, pers-
pectives, principles, strategy and tactics of
the Communist Party. Otherwise, we’re all
O. K.

On the same basis, the “Majority Group”
proposes a united front to beat back “the
attacks of reaction.” We are assured that all
the masses concealed under Gitlow’s vest are
just thirsting for the blood of reaction, but
are painfully prevented by lack of a united
front.

This is downright sad. But still there is
hope. If Bert Wolfe is suffering from wage
cuts, what is to prevent him from organ-
izing with the other “proletarians” of his
factory and striking under the leadership of the
Trade Union Unity League? Nothing at all.

What is that? There aren’t workers enough
in the whole “majority” to make up a quorum ?

Tell us, then, how that “broad united front” is
to be organized. Oh, you want us to turn over
the workers! And to a “Joint Committee” in
which you’re the “joint” and also the “com-
mittee.” Thanks for the buggy ride, we’re for
the united front from below!

See the Thesis on the United Front of the
Fourth Congress of the Communist Interna-
tional, paragraph entitled “Russian Experi-
ence.”

* * *

An Oceanic Conspiracy
Remember about the big medicine man, Got*

einor Pollard of Virginia, who in company wllife
a crowd of other voodoo worshipers went ou§j|
on a ship Into Hampton Roads and ceremonfe;
ously threw the effigies of “Old Man Depress
sion” and “Old Lady Pessimism” Into the seat!,::

Well, reports that have been suppressed bjff
the censor, say that Father Neptune, who hatS
something to say aaoui high and low tide, iU
not about business conditions, conspired with
Old Man Wind and Old Lady Waves, and
brought the darn thing right back again and
landed them high and dry on the beach at
Norfolk.

William Green and Mathew Woll are among
the rulers of America. They support all the
capitalist parties, Republican, Democratic,
“socialist,” that stand for this capitalist so-
ciety. Vote against capitalism 1 Vote Com-
munist!
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