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Black Troops and Blond Brutes 
An An••er to the German Charre• Arainal 
the French Colonial Troop•, anJ a Reminder 

of Another Occupation. 

ENCOURAGED by R~pru~ntatiye Britt~n'a 
r~solution in the House, calhng on the 
President of the United States to protest 

to France against the presence of black troops 
in the occupied German territory, the Ger~an
Americans in New York and other Amcncan 
cities have let loose a wave of poison .gas 
against the N cgro race _in gcn~ral and tl~c 
French Colonial troops m p~~hcular. . Thaa 
attack is actuat~d more by pohtacal consadcra
tions than by any g~nuinc race-feeling (though 
such no doubt exists) on t~~ part of. the ~cr
man people. The same pohtacal consadcr:ataons 
that led to the formulation of these st'?ncs by 
Germans in the Fath~rland arc. bchmd .the 
present agitation by their kindred m the Umtcd 
States. On both sides of the ocean, the ex
treme exaggeration of the charges arc well
known, but like the infamous story 9f the 
nationalization of Russian women by the 
Soviets ·this story of the raping of German 
women by African troops is too good. to be 
relinquished. Fair-minded Germans m the 
occupied territory, as well as the Fre.nch and 
American military authorities have gavcn the 
story of wid~-sprcad bestial attacks the lie, but 
still it is persisted in-for political purposes. 
France is the enemy. The Negro only the 
means through which German;r today strikes 
at her traditional enemy in her att~mpt to 
arouse against F~ancc the hyp!lcrit.ical "horro.r" 
of the entire whale world, wluch, atseiE a fruat
ful breeder of "hybrids," is so easily shocked 
at the thought of sexual intercourse between 
white women and black men. 

The facts in the matter are too well-known 
to neces11itate repetition here. However, ~o 
clear the air of the recent ras attacks we wall 
quote from a concise report in the Nation 
(New York) for March 9, 1921, on "The Black 
Troops on the Rhine": 

"'Major General Henry T. Allen, commander 
of the American troops in the occupied Rhine
land and an officer who does honor to his 
cou~try, has made a very interesting ~eport 
upon the use of French colored troops m the 
Rhineland. From January, 1919, to June, 1920, 
the average number of black troops in the 
French Army of the Rhine was 5,200 and of 
colored races, ranging from Morocca.ns to 
Malraches, 20,000.. In June, 1920, the. black 
regiments were wathdrawn; there rcmam the 
~orth Africans, the Malgaches and a few black 
individuals in other regiments. General Allen 
finds that the G~rmans have used the presence 
of these colored troopll as the basas for a 
\"iolent and exaggerated anti-French propa
ganda and that 1ome German newspapers 
have 'honorably admitted such ·exaggeration. 
Up to June I, 1920, 66 cases of allcg~d sexual 
cramc were officially reported to the Frtnch 
military authorities against their colored 
Colonial troops in the Rhineland; in 28 casu 
the offenders had been punished, the sentences 
running from thirty days in prison to ten year!' 
at hard labor. General Allen believes that 
there have been other cases not rt"ported 
"These are," he aays, "in my opinion cases 
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such as rencrally occur in any land whea 
soldiery is for a lonr time quartered upon the 
population." 

From the above report The Nation rightly 
deduces that the African troops are "no such 
brute barbarians as they are pictured in the 
exagrerated propaganda here and abroad." 

Moreover, in the same report, the mayor of 
one of the occupied German towna admits that 
German women have voluntarily had (and 
sought!) sexual intercourse with the Afracan 
warriors. 

And now that we have separated facts from 
propagandist exaggerations and brourht out 
the point, throuiJh a white American officer 
(the last person m the world to lie in defense 
of the Nerro) that these cases are only "such 
as generally occur in any land when soldiery 
is for a long time quartered upon the popula
tion"-now let us turn to another occupation: 
the German occupation of Northern France 
and Belgium! Even were the ex;aggeratcd re
ports concerning the African troops true, which 
they are. not, how would these· alleged acta 
compare in horror and savagery with the facts 
-the undeniable facts-of the German occupa
tion of France and Belgium. Let us see. 

M.odcrn courts are satisfied with two forma· 
of testimony, but the atrocities committed by 
the Germans during their occupation of Bel
gian and French territories are evidenced by 
five kinds of indubitable proof. "There is the 
testimony of men and women telling what 
their own eyes have seen and their own ears 
heard. There is the testimony of little children, 
children too innocent to iawent what they are 
old enough to describe. Third,· there is the 
testimony of the photograph-photographs 
taken often bdore the ma11acrcd bodies had 
gruw11 cold, and immediately after the German 
retreat from the town they had pillaged. An
other form of proof is found in the journals and 
diaries of the German soldiers. There is also 
the testimony of the mutilated bodies that have 
been preserved in certain morKUCI alfainst the 
day of judgment when arbitrators wall behold 
the proof, hear the witneues aald weiKh the 
Kuilt of the Germans. 

The affidavits, photographs and multilated 
bodies are witnesses that destroy fore,·er the 
last shred of doubt and increduhty. For men 
who are open to testimony, the German atro
cities are more surely established than any of 
the hideous cruelties recorded in history. Now, 
for the lirst time, wildest sangery has been 
reduced to a science, and damned into existence 
under the name of German efficiency. 

And here-and the least sickening-are a few 
of over a thousand documented atrocities, 
which, with the original photographs and af
fidavits, today rest in the archives of France: 

(D. 4, 5.) A Belgian babe, skewered upon 
the bayonet, driven through his stomach, with 
his little dead head and hands and legs dangling 
as the German proudly carried it through the 
street!' or a village. 

(D. Ul0-8.) Passing through Haecht, in ad-
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dition to the youna women they violated and 
killed, a child three years old was found nailed 
by ita hands and feet to a door. 

(Affidavit• in Alcove, 867.) The dead body 
of a young girl nailed by her hands to the out
side door of a cottage. She was about fourteen 
or aixteenJ.ears of age. · 

(D. 92-9 . Al1o D. 100-8).) Photoll'raphs of 
an a(lC'd priest, 11taked down to the ground, and 
used as a lavatory until he was dead; photo
araphs and affidavit• of young girls with one 
breast cut off. 

At Capelle-au-Bois the Betaian troops found 
two airls hanging naked from a tree with their 
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brusts cut off. In the same town German 
soldiers held a mother down by force while 
other soldieu in turn violated her daughter in 
an adjoining room. 

And these are but a few-and the least 
revolting-of the Guman atrocities. And yet 
these atrocities are hardly equal to those com
mitted by Repruentative BrittC'n's white fellow
countrymen in the southern sections of the 
l'nited States, or by French and Belaians 
themselves (British, Portuguese, Spanish, et at.) 
in the partitioned Fatherland of these Africans 
against whom the majority of the white world 
at present itweiahs. 

Is America On Verge of a Black War 1 
Question A~eJ by London Paper Sho'Ds Eyes 

of W orlJ Are On U. S. Race Problem. 

A l.IERICA'S 1\egro ploblem is speeding 
towards a c:Jimax that may not look well 
in print. To beain with, the North in 

the last two or three years has bctn subjected 
to an unparalleled invasion of blacks. And 
while the North has been thus overrun the 
South is proportionately losing these very 
essential economic units. 

This influx in the North started with Amer
ica's entrance into the world war. The emu
genciu of that struggle, when able-bodied 
men were in high demand in ship building, 
munitions making and camp building, gave th~ 
Negro his tong-waited opportunity, and over
night the 1\egro became the industrial equal of 
the white man so far as wages were concerned. 

Many Race Riots. 
The result was, and stilt is, obvious. The 

Negro does not wish to return to the South and 
pick cotton twelve hours a day or three or 
four dollars (twelve to sixteen shillings) a 
week when he can average eight or ten dollars 
(about two pounds) a day at any one of numer
ous trades in the North. 

There have been serious race riots and lynch
ings in the Xorth in recent months, a situation 
that points a powerful'moral. 

The 1\egro was an ideal, so to speak, for the 
North to fi~Jht the South over-as Jontt as the 
Negro wu 111 the South. But now he ts in the 
North and multiplying at the well-known hi~rh 
Negro average events in Duluth, Chicago and 
other Northern cities show that the Negro is 
rated no nearer the equal of the white than he 
is in the South. · 

Splendor Mixed with Squalor. 
I have seen American 1\egroes in uniform 

escorting white girls about the streets of Lon
don and Paris. In London, I confess, one saw 
the combination less often, but still it was to 
be found almost any evening in Trafalgar and 
Leicester S~tuares. 

'When these same black soldiers got back 
home with perhaps a larger idea of their im
portance ·than they held when they went 
abroad, they were soon put right, especially in 
communities where other difference had aruen 
between the two races. · 

Anotlter thing. The black, on ten dollar a 
day, can dress his wife or girl like the Queen 
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of Sheba, and himseU like a profiteer's Christ
mas tree. He can wear time-payment diamonds, 
with a motor-car, and at the same time Jh·e in 
utter squalor. 

No More "Down on the Farm." 
The "poor white" cannot do that. It isn't 

in him. He must have the molt decent home 
he can afford and a savings account. \Vhen 
such fundamentals are attended to there are 
gaudy c:lothes and imitation diamonds for 
neither hmiself nor his wife. They ride in 
trolley cars and have their amusement once or 
so a week at the movies. 

There used to be a day when the Negro wai 
taught from childhood to ding to one master. 
The girls were taught the secrets of "corn 
pone" and chicken a Ia Maryland, as well as 
the easier and quicker way of negotiating the 
family laundry; the boys were taught to tend 
the farm in all its phases. 

\Vith emancipation such training mean~ a 
grrat new world for the Negro as a free and 
a paid sen·ant, u against the old regime of 
unpaid ~Ja,·ery. You try to get a !l:egro maid 
who will cook or wash, or a husky black to 
tetld your garden, estate, or work on your farm, 
and see what happens. 

You will most likely complete your endeavor 
by getting a white man and his wife, for unless 
the Negro is decidedly "out of luck" he will 
not even listen to you-he can't hear you for 
the noise of the factory whistle. 

The truest index of wealth, perhaps, is in 
the matter of automobiles. 

It is amazing how many of the motors one 
paslles in city or country are not only chauf
fered but r.usengcrcd by blacks. all dressed to 
the last word in motoring togs-goggles, pur
ple veils, linen dustcu. everything complete, 
even to the flask "on the hip." 

.h There a Solution? 
\Vha. is to be done with the Negro is some

thing that has nc\'er bC"en anywhere near satill
factorily answered, and it seems as if it will 
not be. 

The impossibility of any satidactory scheme 
of segregation or deportation to some desirable 
place that might be set up as an American 
Negro nation can be appreciated when ,: is 
recalled that as long as fifty years ago, when 


