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BOLSHEVISM'S MENACE: TO WHOM AND 
TO WHAT? 

By CYRIL V. BRIGGS. 

OF a truth, Bolshevism is a menace. 
That much is conceded alike by friend, 

foe and neutral. That is the chief motif of 
the tune that is constantly dinned into the 
~ars of the Negro and the world in general. 

But just whom and what does Bolshev
ism menace? Is it not vital that we should 
know exactly against whom and what is di
rected this alleged threat of Bolshevism? 
Against the Negro and the rest of the work
~rs, or against those who are exploiting the 
workers of the world and robbing the 
Negro group both of its labor and of its 
fatherland? If against us, shopld we not 
fight it, and if against the imperialist 
thieves of Europe, who are our foes, should 
we not be glad of its spread? 

England and France and the rest of the 
piratical crew claim that Bolshevism is a 
menace to "democracy." What "democ
racy"? The "democracy" in which an auto
cratic minority living in France and Eng
land rule and oppress "subject peoples" 
against their known wishes and legitimate 
aspirations and solely for the benefit of 
home industries and manufactures? The 
••democracy" which impose~ its will upon 
weaker peoples by force and murders them 
when this alien superimposed will is ques
tioned, as "democratic" England is doing 
to-day in Egypt, India, Persia, Mesopo
tamia, the West Indies and many other 
unfortunate countries, as "democratic" 
France is now doing in Morocco. West Af
rica and Indo-China? Tht: "democracy" 
which exploits, under the murderous cap
italist system, its own people, its weak 
women and young children? I.s this the 
••democracy'' to which the spread of Bol
shevism is a menace? Then may God ad
vance the spread of Bolshevism through
<>ut Europe, Asia and Africa, and in every 
country where oppression stalks I 

On the other hand, what is Bolshevism? 
Regarding it there are myriad lies, tales 
and rumors, but from what one can deduct 
from the testimony of impartial witnesses 
like Col. Robins and Mr. Bullitt it appean 
to be a system of government of the people, 
by the people and for the people, and under 
which the resources of the country, like 
the mines, the coal fields and water power, 
are owned and operated, as they ought to 
be, by the State. Under Bolshevism all 
persons are producers. There are no 
classes. All are workers. We are told that 
Bolshevism's success in forcing the para
sites to work lies in the fact that preference 
in rationing is given, and rightly, to those 
who produce, after, of course, the wants 
of the mothers, children and sick have been 
attended to. But this is the domestic side 
of Bolshevism and while a study of this 
side will do much to explain the phenomena 
now taking place in Russia, it is in· the in
ternational side in which we are especially 
interested. What is Russian Bolshevism's 
attitude toward the people of other coun
tries, especially oppressed people like the 
Africans, Indians, and Irish? 

Bolshevism in its international phase is 
feared by the capitalist-imperialist powers 
even more than they fear Bolshevism in its 
domestic operations. 

Bolshevism, from the international stand
point, is totally different from, and wholly 
opposed to imperialism. In fact, one of the 
first acts of Soviet Russia was the renun
ciation of the imperialistic claims of Czarist 
Rus~ia on the territory and destiny of the 
people of Persia, thus repudiating the part 
played by old Russia with Great Britain in 
the strangling of Persia. Soviet Russia 
has gladly and promptly recognized the 
ri~ht of self-determination of the peoples 
of Fiuland, Poland, the Ukraine and other 
parts of the former Russian Empire. The 
right to self-determination of even certain 
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weak and so-called "backward" peoples in 
Asiatic -Russia has been recognized by the 
Bolshevists. 

Bolshevism so far, then, is in direct op
position and contradiction of the "prin
ciples" of "democracy" as those principles 
are applied by England in India, Africa, 
Ireland, and elsewhere, and by France in 
Africa and Indo-China. And 1t is to these 
'!principles," to this "democracy," that Bol
shevism is a menace. Like Wilson's mis
take in talking-about the .rights of "peoples 
great and small," Bolshevism is setting a 
bad example to the enslaved populations 
under British and French rule. It is put
ting ideas extremely injurious to the mas
ters in the heads of the African, Indian and 
Irish peoples. That Bolshevism is a direct 
menace (and is seen as such) to the lying 
wickedness of European eminmt domain 
under guise of carrying "the white man's 
burden," is demonstrated by the following 
statement from a capitalist source: 

" • . • and the triumph of Russian 
~olshevism, as now constituted, means the 
victory of the doctrine of their allies, the 
I. W. W. in America, and the destruction of 
Great Britain'• power in India, in all other 
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paru of Asia and in the Dark ContinenL • 
If Bolshevism will free the "subject 

races," what should be the attitude of these· 
races towards Bolshevism? 

The N cw York Sun, in an editorial com
ment on the overwhelming defeat of Kol
chak, Denikine and other anti-Bolshevists, 
also lets the cat out of the bag in these two· 
paragaphs: 

"And so now Lenine and his disciplea are 
turnin~ their faces eastward as to the land 
of promise. Mohammedan hos~ility against· 
the European rulera that hold so much of· 
Islam in bondage is to be the ~rcat mean• 
of spreading Bolshevism throughout Asia. 

"Already Great Britain becomes anxious. 
She realizes that the new Russia offer• a· 
menace to her power in the East not lesa. 
than that of the former Czar. But what 
means sh~ will take to prevent the threatened 
overflow of radicalism from the north into
Persia and India remains to be seen. That 
she must act at once, however, is becomine 
evident to all." 

And in these confessions and indiscreet 
comment!' of the capitalist press, in this. 
anxiety of the chief enslaving powers, we· 
have the answer and the truth as to who and< 
what Bolshevism menaces. 

FACTS, FUN AND FANCIES 
1 By the Staff. 

Anxious Relative-How is the patient, Doc
tor, and what seems to be the matter with him? 

Hospital Surgeon-I don't know where he 
got it Madam, but he was so full of alcohol 
that we had to apply leeches, and when we 
to<>k them off they were dead drunk. 

THE FERTILE SOIL OF AFRICA. 
News comes to us from South Africa that 

a small boy climbed a cornstalk on his father's 
farm to see how the clouds looked, and the 
stalk is growing faster than the boy can climb 
down. In· a few hours the boy was out of 
sighl Men· have undertaken to cut the stalk 
down, but it grows so rapidly that they can
not hit twice in the same place. 

The boy is living on green corn alone. 
When the news first came to us he had already 
thrown down four bushels of cobs. 

CHEATING THE UNDERTAKER. 
A man who owes us a little bill said he would 

call in last week and pay us if he was alive. 
He still appears on the street, but as he did 
not call it is naturally supposed that he is 
dead and is walking around to save funeral 
expenses. Please omit flowers. 

You can't really blame that Lealfue of 
Planets for trying to destroy this old world, 
you know. With capitalism and imperialism 

running wild and the accepted dictums seem
ing to be that "robbery is the best policy,• 
"enslave thy neighbor," "exploit thy offspring'' 
and so on, we have often wondered why some
thing or other did not destroy it, or at least 
that part of it occupied by the western half" 
of the continent of Europe. 

BREAKING THEM IN. 
Mistress-Why, Minnie, do you mean to say 

that you had the audacity to wear my new 
shoes that I have only worn once myself? 

Colored Maid-But, Madame, if you had 
worn them again they would have been ever 
so much too big for me. 

PREACHING CONTENTMENT 
The toad beneath the harrow knows 
Exactly where each toooth-print goes. 
The butterfly upon the road 
Preaches contentment to the toad. 

LAJPAT RAI, 
Indian Nationalist Leader. 

This is a funny world. So many in jail' 
living up to the Honor System, and so few 
out of jail that one can trust alone around· 
a telephone. 


