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Famous Correspondent Finds Conquest of Aretie
l/SSR with Activity9

Describes Labor Scar­
city In Thriving Land 

of Soviets

-Tha Soviet union U on the way 
to beootnlnf Buropa’a 

* - writes
in The Nation. “The 
UJ5.SJI. are fuU of 
mlsn. and nnboundn 
a bright future.”

Hr. nsefaer had Ju*t
journey of 5.000 miles___ _
grad to Armenia and back to 
oow.

“The whole country boils with ac­
tivity," Mr. Fischer continues. “Dur­
ing tha last six weeks I visited eleven 
Important eitlas, several smaller 
mm, like Nalchik. Dnepropetrovsk, 
and Yalta, and many villages and 
resorts. X traveled by train, auto­
mobile, steamer and airplane. I 
talked to hundreds of people In all 

of life and entered many
and factories, 

there is change and 
progress; nowhere stagnation or 
retrogression.” Fischer goes on, con­
trasting what he saw this time with 
his observation^ on a previous jour­
ney over the same route. "More 
gpUBswetjan is g^i^g on today than 
in the pioneer upbuilding period of 
the first Five-Year Plan. More­
over, innumerable industrial units 

foundations were laid in that 
or to IMS or 1M4 are begin- 

to produce. Among the enter­
prises which have been finished In 
ISM or win be finished to the re­

ef this year are 
statlone with a ca- 

§17,000 kUowatts, 41 mines 
with a capacity of 33 M0 P00 tons 
and • an tmmodiat* output, to 

of I.TTDjOOO tons (compand to

"l

Soviet Union will soon be the greatest 
Hacker to The Nation.

already

1), IJM oil 
than half have 

to, S3 mmnmoth oil 
cracking plants, iron 

and steel mills which will Increase 
tha nation’s potential output by
1.790.000 tons of pig iron (10.400,000 
tons were actually produced to 
1034), 3,200,000 tons of steel and
1.796.000 tons of rolled steel, several 
score of large copper, sine, alumi­
num, lead, nickel and magnesite 
plants, which in some branches 
double the UfiNJR.'* production, 3 
mills with mi output in 1035 of 
16.BOO.000 meters of textiles and 
many smaller clothing factories. 2 
factories producing 8,000.000 square 
meters of glass a year, 2 cement 
ovens producing 270,000 tons an­
nually, sugar refineries, meat re­
frigerators, stock yards, 2 canning 
factories, already working,. with a 
capacity of 25 M0,000 cam and an 
output in 1935 of 7,000,000 cans, 2

its opened to June capable of 
out 1M0 tons of dry milk 

a year, 1,740 kilometers of paved 
397 kilometers of new raU- 
1M0 kilometers of double 

4 new / railway bridges,
1.000 kilometers of track renewal 
and 538 kilometers of steam lines 
to be electrified, one plant at Nishni 
Tagil prodifetnt 27,000 four-axle 
freight can annually, a plant 
daring 50.000 tom of bridge

a plant at Ufa to

Soviet Order Strikes 
Shackles from Women

By Grace Hutchins
(Communist Candidate for Alderman, 3rd A. D„ Manhattan)
One day in May, 1927 in the Ukraine, U.S.S.R., I listened 

to an argument between an old Russian peasant and a young 
woman worker on a collective farm—she maintaining that 
according to the established principle in the workers’ re­
public, women must receive the same pay as men for the
same work. But the rid peasant *--------------------------------------------- -
kept on shouting

‘AN HISTORIC ACHIEVEMENT OF SOVIETS’

Hailed by Stefanson
By Day id Ramsey

“The Opening of the Far North by thg Soviet Union is 
equalled in history only by the opening of the Western part 
of the United States,” Vilhjalmur Stefanson, famous Polar 
explorer and scientist, declared in an exclusive interv iew with 
the Daily Worker. This tribute to the work of Soviei^science 
and induotry In the North oomead»—   —   ----------

1 Am Convinced Soviet Shows 
The Way Out,’ Says Mrs. Berger

.°E 1 traffic on the Trana-Siberian Rall- 
or the foremost explorers and , through the increased use of 
scientific geographers in the world. ^
Ha has led many expedition, to the nignway.
Arctic and published many works 
on his findings and observations.

Soviet Science Praised

"Women are cheaper."
It developed during the argument 

that earnings on the collective farm 
were paid out on a piece-rate basis; 
women were working faster and bet­
tor than the men and therefore 
were earning more. Hence, argued 
the old peasant, women’s rate of pay 
should be kept down as it was be­
fore the Revolution!

It took time to change the habits 
and ideas of the older generation of 
men in relation to women. There is 
often a conflict in the Soviet peas­
ant's family between the desires and 
ambitions of the girl as she grows 
up and the deeply embedded preju­
dices of the man, that woman’s place 
is by the cradle and the kitchen 
stove. This conflict was frankly ex­
pressed in a Soviet film, shown in 
this country two years ago, entitled 
Woman's World, where the girl fights 
her way with trail-blaring courage

great interest to workers in the 
United States who watch the prog­
ress of women In the socialist re­
public with admiration and with 
something akin to envy.

Where on October 1, 1M0, there 
were 3,007,000 women representing 
25 per cent of the total number of 
workers by January 1, 1935, the 
nunber had grown to 7,100,000 or 
33.7 per cent 0( the total working 
force. This means that more than 
one-third of all workers in the U.S. 
SR. are women. In presenting these 
statistics in an interesting article 
in Soviet Russia Today, (November, 
1935) Helena Stassova writes:

"There arc no looms or machines 
employed In Industry which our wo­
men have not learned to operate. 
Soviet women have taken up in good 
earnest the task of fulfilling Stalin’s 
slogan—‘To master technique,’ and 
have during the last few yearsthrough the men’s opposition, to be

*nd * rtllM r*la«d “‘th'.lr"

trial qualification.”
In 1930 skilled women workers in 

machine construction represented 18 
per cent of the total; in 1933—50 
per cent.

In 1930 there were 26 women di­
rectors of factories; in 1933—306.

About 400,000 women are now rep 
resenting the workers’ Interests a 
deputies in the Soviets or govern­
ing councils. Increasing numbers 
of women are elected as chairmen of 
local Soviets, as public prosecutors, 
as responsible leaden to public life.

It takes time also for an entire 
generation of women to learn skilled 
trades, to become physicians, avia­
tors, machinists, engineers. Even 
the Soviet Union cannot crowd mere 
than a hundred years to ten.

Amastng Record
But since that incident eight yean 

ago. the curve of women's progress 
to the Soviet Union bee climbed 
steadily until now It registers to 
figures that would have seemed in­
credible then. These figures an of

and 94 
Of 1935." 
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In the spring of 1934, just after 
the heroic rescue of the Chelyus­
kin expedition had thrilled the en­
tire world and focussed attention 
upon the remarkable work being ac­
complished in the Soviet North, 
two leaders of the expedition. 
Professors Schmidt and Ushakov, 
were given a reception by the Ex­
plorers Club in New York. At this 
reception Mr. Stefanson questioned 
many leading American scientists. 
They all agreed, he mid, that the 
collective work of the Soviet scien­
tists and workers in the Arctic was 
unquestionably superior to the ef­
forts of the rest of the world.

"And if that was true two years 
ago” Mr. Stefanson continued, "it 
is certainly far more apparent now. 
The Soviet work In the Arctic has 
increased so fast that by compari­
son the rest of the world is stand­
ing still in many respects. For the 
first time a government and a peo­
ple have made a planned attack on 
the Polar Regions.”

Frosen Waste Fable Exploded
"What about the popular motion 

that the Far North is merely a 
frozen waste of no use *o mankind?” 
Mr. Stefanson was asked.

The explorer replied: "The wise 
policies of the Soviet government 
will eventually enable people to live 

1 and utilize the Arctic Just as they 
do more temperate countries ” he 
declared.

j To illustrate this print. Mr. Stef­
anson spoke of how the Soviet 

, government was utilising the pecu­
liar geographic conditions of the So­
viet North. Unlike the northern re­
gions of our own continent where 
there is but one river flowing from 
Canada to the Artie Sea. there are 
many great rivers like the Lena, 
the Yeniasei, the Ob and others 
which empty into the Polar Seas. 
To utilize these great north flowing 
rivers as highways of commerce, 
the Soviet Union has explored the 
mouths of these rivers and estab­
lished trading posts, settlements and 
even important towns along, their 
waters.

A Dream af Centuries
TTiis raised the problem of estab­

lishing a Northern Sea Route from 
Murmansk and Archangel in the 
White Sea to Vladivostok, to con­
nect the towns and settlement* on 
the North flowing rivers and laid by 
basis for the economic development 
of the most remote regions of the 
Soviet North.

Such a route had been the dreams 
of explorers for centuries. It had 
taken Amundsen three seasons, 
from 1918 to 1920, to negotiate the 
northern passage between Europe 
and Aria. But in 1032 Professor Ot­
to Schmidt, head of the Department 
of the Northern Sea Route, for the 
first tim* completed the p*—gr to 
one ftiwTT in the ice-breaker Ri- 
biriakov. And this year, for the 
first time to history, four ordinary 
freighters carrying commercial car­
goes made the journey safely 
through the Polar Seas, two going 
from west to east, and the 
from cast to west.

The Northern See
■ n nui rcai I ---------- _ _ samwJFwot • economic DoesiDnmcs, AeUr * 

Stefanson printed out It la the 
route from Europe to tha 

Instead of —n^ing ahtyR

The economic resources of Sibe­
ria are far greater than most peo­
ple realize, Mr. Stefanson said. 
Timber, coal, apatite, oil, non-fer­
rous metals, furs, are among the 
many resources that are now being 
oommercially developed. The 
climate is not really so great an 
obstacle as people living in the tem­
perate zones believe. "The North Isi 
undervalued because people can 
only think of it in Southern terms. 
But by employing new methods, 
many of which are very simple, it is 
possible to utilize tha very charac­
teristics which people think make 
the North useless to man.”

North Rich in Resource*
It is paradoxical that crops in 

the North do not suffer as much 
from frost as they do in temperate 
climates. Wheat * freezes more 
easily in toe Dakotas, for instance, 
than it would 700 miles north. This 
is because the nights are long 
enough to chill the wheat and cause

Construction everywhere In the Soviet Union. Jobs for everyone. 
And not enough workors to fill all the jobs.

Oppressed Nationalities 
‘See V.S.S.R. as a Beacon

Widow of Noted Social* 
i*t Finds a New Faith 

in Humanity

By META BIRGER 
(Mr*. Victor Berger, prominent 

American SoctaHat and widow of 
one of the founder* of the So- 
eialiot Party in too United State*, 
recently returned from an ex-

kit to the Soviet Ui 
The following excerpt* are from 
aa article that she wrote

By Cyril Briggs
Two contrasting worlds, two opposing systems! In the 

damage 'rwuiting^fronrnigbt* frost Soviet Union, the liberation qf the formerly oppressed na- 
Further north the days are equally tionalities. In capitalist America, the innocent Scottsboro
penittSes^ri^iT’dnrem to ^the ^ defendants for four years in the shadow of the elec-
shade. but the nights are so much trie chair; heroic Angelo Herndon sent to a virtual death sen- 
shorter that the heat generated by , tence on toe Georgia chain gang for e-
toe sun Is not dissapated before toe leading a successful demonstration 
sun rises again. In those regions . yjnarrn
of continuous daylight wheat will of unemployed Negro and white 
grow as well aa it grows by hours workers for relief; lynching and Jhn- 
of sunlight. Perpetual sunlight thus crow oppression on the increase.
enables, toe wheat to work double- 
shifts. Mr. Stefaxmaon thought 
that the two-fold attack of the 
Soviet Union on toe problem of 
raising food to the Far North would 
be successful. On the one hand, 
they are experimenting with hardy 
growths which mature more rapidly 
than usual. On the other, by 
taking advantage of short period: 
of continuous and intense sunlight

In the Soviet Union, the great 
Russian masses and the members 
of the emancipated nationalities to­
gether building Socialism, over­
throwing the age-old enemies of 
mankind: poverty and hunger. In 
the capitalist world, toe democratic 
rights of the toilers trampled under 
foot, race hatred openly propagated 
by the Nazi rulers of Germany, an

social emancipation, cannot over­
throw their exploiters, without a 
complete break with capitalism. 
This is also true of the Negro and 
colonial peoples. They cannnt 
achieve liberation from national op­
pression until they recognize in im­
perialism their relentless enemy 
and break with all Its agents within 
their own ranks, at the same time 
allying themselves with tin great 
world-wide anti-imperialist move­
ment.

Mr.

and then through the Sues 
Canal to Vladivostok, the Soviet 
Union can now send through 
the recently constructed White Sea 
Canal and then along toe Northern 
Sea Route to toe Soviet regions to 
the Pacific,

From Igarka, for 
built port on tim

it

The Right to Secede
they arTable"to robe cro^far '!?0Ti0imly of and sacrifice .to I, The teachings of Lenin, leader
north of tha Arctic Circle 1the Merest of saving dying capi- of the October Revolution and
norm j talism) impudently preached by ; teacher of the world proletariat, of

Hitler and Mussolini; the desper- ; the right of oppressed nationalttes 
Stefannson pointed to other | ate resort to Fascist terror and sup- to self-determination, ■ even up to

pression by a decaying and doomed 
class.

It is no accident that only to 
toe Soviet Union has the national 
question been solved to toe inter­
ests of the formerly oppressed na­
tionalities. Under capitalism a 
small minority of bankers and land

characteristics of the North which 
can be utilized to economic advan­
tage. The short hot summer sea­
son thaws the ground to a depth 
of about twelve or 15 inches. Below 
this print there is eternal frost and 
the ground is aa hard as concrete. 
But grains and other plants grow
well in toe rich, thawed out layer of lords has the right to plunder and 
earth. In the event of an unusually j exploit the vast majority of the 
dry season there Is no fear of j population. Capitalism must divide 
drouth. The additional warmth its victims to order to survive. This
thaws out the ground a few more 
inches and gives ample moisture to 
the fast growing plants. Hence 
the possibility of growing ample 
food to supply toe population that 
will settle and Uve to the North.

He waa net underestimating the 
difficulties of the North. Mr. Stef­
annson said. He merely wanted to 
show that certain of its advantages 
could be used.

Air Trampert Used
We often think that the intense 

cold la the North’s wont problem. 
On toe contrary, Mr. Btefannaan 
declared. R la easier to travel to the 
winter than to the 
the abort hot

it has done with great success in 
the past, by fostering race and na­
tional hatreds, by spreading shame­
ful slanders against the Negro 
people, for example. This maneuver 
it finds Increasingly difficult today 
with toe growing radlealtzation of 
toe toiling masses and the Increas­
ing influence of toe Communist 
parties.

The white toilers cannot achieve

the point of secession, has become 
a living reality in the Land of 
the Soviets. The belief and hope 
of the imperialists that extension 
of this right would lead to the 
splitting up of the Soviet Union 
into small, fragmentary and Im­
potent states, easy prey few im­
perialist plunder, have been shat­
tered by the iron unity achieved 
by the Russian Communist Party 
between the various nationalttes 
and races of the Soviet Union.

Lenin pointed out that the aim 
of Socialism was tjot to promote 
national divisions among mankind, 
but rather to knit the various races 
and nationalise* together. This 
could only be done, however, by 
first freeing tha oppressed nation­
alities and thereby breaking thafr 
natural distrust of the members of 
toe former oppreaeing nationalities.

IS THIS A HOLLYWOOD STAR AT HOME?

tion the Soviet 
the entire Northern region with 
aerial staLons. An aerial system of 
transportation and 
on a year-round basis is 
rapidly <

There art. of

f*r the
Today.” Mrs. Berger Is to 

start soon an a lectare tow, andee 
toe auspices of the Seetalist Party, 
en her trip to the Mviet Unien.)
I went to Russia hating dictator* f I 

ships and loving democracy. I went, 
remembering that my husband's 
comrades had been put in Jail and 
my husbands himself, had been put 
on the proscribed list. I went, soft 
from the luxuries of American 
civilisation—bathrooms, good food, 
pure water, comfortable dwelling 
places. I went to Russia a pacifist, . 
believing to disarmament, fearing 
and hating war as one would who 
had suffered from opposing it to 
war-time.

I have come home from Russiai 
hating bloodshed and tyranny and 
war still, enjoying comfort and i 
cleanliness still. But I have coma 
home full of respect and admiration 
for toe Russian system and full of 
affection and esteem for the Rus­
sian people.

I am convinced that the Russians 
have shown the world toe way out. 
They have paid s big price for 
their achievements and toetr hopes. < 
They have suffered hunger and ter­
ror and death. But they have won 
a future such as all other peoples 
must envy. The Russians are sal­
vaging civilization for their chil­
dren.

Many of my comrades to America 
believe that they bought their sal­
vation too dearly. I do not claim 
to know if there was an easier, 
softer way to their collective and 
socialistic system. I hope with all 
my heart that revolution is not the 
only method of achieving peace and 
bread and life for the masses of 
pyople. But I am humbled by what 
I have seen In Russia—even though 
It is not all good and it is far from * 
finished. . . .

There are special privileges to 
Russia but they ere the rewinds 
of achievement. Those who render 
distinguished service to toe factory, 
on the farm, in the hospital, are 
given reserved seats at the opera, 
honorable mention in the news­
papers. slightly higher wages, spe­
cial travel privileges, sometimes an • 
automobile and its upkeep. Their 
children do not inherit theee prtvl- 

I leges—they must earn them. The 
; members of the Communist Party 
: are subject to the severest discipline 
and the propaganda they give tne 
children of toe schools ' to teach 
thorn children bow to hold their 
leaders strictly to account—a prop* 
aganda which will prolong and per­
petuate toe discipline. . . . j*

My visit to Russia has renewed 
my faith in the capacities of hu­
man beings, their purposes and 
their mighty efforts to fine and in­
telligent projects which they can 
promote eoileetively. It has given 
me faith to the ultimate poaribtlities 
of democracy baaed upon a new

Celebralioa Date 
Set by New Caleadar

The Soviet Revolution 
ferrad to in theee 
times as the October 
times as the


