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PITTSBURGH MINERS’ 
CONVENTION PUSHES 

FIGHT ON REACTION
Many Delegates Back Labor Party—Resolution 

to Support Industrial Unionism Adopted- 
Parley Urges Boycott of Naai Olympics

' Bf Ton Keenan -
n>B»T Wwluw Pitt.borfh

PITTSBURGH, Nov. 15.—In the same way that the 55th 
convention of the American Federation of Labor reflected, 
for the first time in many years, the sharp strujrjrle around 
vital issues confronting organised labor of America today, 
the 35th convention of District Five, United Mine Workers 
of America, reflect# the battle being
conducted by the miner* on several 
front* against the force* of reaction.

In the speeches of the union 
leader*, those from the floor of the 
convention, and in the business 
transacted by the delegate* by res­
olution and motion can be seen the 
struggle around the following main 
points, plus many others closely 
connected; <1) The stand of organ­
ized labor against war and fas­
cism; (3) the organization of the 
unorganized in other industries in­
to industrial unions; (3) the for­
mation of a Farmer-Labor Party.

The first official action of what 
Is probably the most important dis­
trict convention of the strongest 
union in the country—was to go on 
record in support of John L. Lewis’s 
fight for industrial unions in all 
T«a«* production industries.

Labor Party Idea Advances
Probably the most important of 

the above points from the stand­
point of Immediate effect on other 
unions, was the last named—for­
mation of a Labor Party. On the 
first two, almost complete unanimity 
was evidenced by the convention.

And though the still-official policy 
of the United Mine Workers leaders 
“support your friends—defeat your 
enemies." was once more victorious
lormaTiorT’ o^af1SiborBtparty8 am 1 the miners of the Peters Creek Coal 

be said to have won a moral’victory; Company of Plnleyvllle. in 1833
For, ere the final action was 

taken* not voting

Report Shows 
Pay Raises 
For Miners

Unlpn Parley Mean of 
Benefits of Mass 

Organization

By TONY MIN ERICH 
PITTSBUBOH, Pa.. Nov. 15 —Pay 

increases of as high as 900 per cent 
in the period since 1938. were re­
ported to the District No. 5 con­
vention of the United Mine Work­
ers, meeting in the Hooee BUI, 
Pittsburgh. The smallest increase 
was 33-1/3 per cent.

In a printed report, compiled by 
John P. BusareQo, union organiser, 
the miners* union reports the wages 
and hours of the motormen, driv­
ers, pick tonnage, loading tonnage, 
cutting rate, outside labor, and In­
side day work. First they give the 
rates and hours of 1983 and compare 
this with tha present (193$) scale. 

The highest increase is that of

Party bat referring it to the dele­
gate* of the next A. F. ef L. con­
vention—many strong Mows had 
been struck by Labor Party sup­
porters.

Half a dozen delegates took the 
floor to make stirring speeches for 
a Labor Party.

The Resolutions Committee had 
at first read only a brief, weak res­
olution lor] a (Labor Party; during 
the debate, however, they read the 
complete resolution presented to 
the A. F. of L. convention by Fran­
cis Gorman, which had been sent 
In by both Russell ton and Curtls- 
ville locate. ’

The delegates pointed out Lewis’s 
speech at the A. F. of L. convention 
citing the millions of workers still 
unorganized; the battle against 
“forces seeking to destroy the 
union" today; the need for such a 
“bulwark against fascism”: present- 
day terrorism and suppression of 
workers' rights; betrayal* by both 
Democratic and Republican “friends 
of labor,” to show the crying need 
lor aXabor Party. i

Kennedy Op poet* Labor Party
Among the supporters of the non­

partisan policy were International 
Secretary-Treasurer of the United 
Mine Wqrkers and Lieutenant-Gov­
ernor of Pennsylvania, Thoe. Ken­
nedy—who had been summoned 
from Harrisburg to address the con­
vention right in the middle of the 
Labor Party debate, as a shining 
example of what a “non-partisan" 
policy can achieve.

No roll-call vote was taken, but 
a goodly number voted lustily 
against referring the question of 
forming a Labor Party to the dele­
gates to the next A. F. of L. con­
vention. 7

A perusal of the resolutions sub­
mitted shows the wide range of 
Issues which the rank and file min­
ers present to the convention

Eighteen resolutions demanded 
the abolition of ajl appointive 
power, for the election of vacant 
offices, convention committees, or­
ganizers, etc.

Twelves demanded full organiza­
tion of all captive mines, the build­
ing of the steel union (the A. A.), 
and one agreement for all mines, 
captive and commercial alike— 
“Resolved: that the S5th conven­
tion of District Five, U.M.W., go 
on record to carry on a campaign 
to organize all the captive miners 
in the U.M.W. and to defeat and 
smash the 'Brotherhoods' (company 
unions—T. K.), and to do this we 
get in touch with the officers and 
members of the Amalgamated As­
sociation of Iron. Steel and Tin 
Workers to work out a Joint drive 
to defeat the policies of the steel 
trusts and make a closed shop of 
every ooal mine and steel mill . . , 
and that wre stop letting the steel 
companies divide us into commer­
cial and captive miners ” _

Seven were for the freedom of 
Mooney and Billings, voting a “sub­
stantial sum «f money to help Tom 
Mooney fight his case."

Five called for the organisation 
of womens auxiliaries; three in­
dorsed the Workers Bill, H R. 2*37.

the motormen were getting $1.50 
for a 13-hour day. now they get 
15.86 for seven hours. This Is an 
incream at 377-1/1 per cant. Such 
are the benefits of the United Mine 
Workers of America.

DECK CREW STRIKES IN BOSTON AGAINST LOADING WAR CARGO

jr» W ; 3d "i ■ ' *■ .•<

One at a tiring at gandatas new lying Inside the Boston U. 8. Army 
Boss Jammed ful of scrap metals waiting to bo loaded on th« British 
■hip Farnham. The entire deek department of twelve walked off the

ship Wednesday fat protest against the use of the ship for transport of 
war supplies ha the war of Italian fascism against the Ethiopian people.

Valiant Fight of Gulf Doekers 
Rouses Wide Labor Support

The

4M Par Cent
The driven of tha same company 

were getting $1.00 a day in 1938 for 
13 hours, they now get 55.50 for 
seven hour*. A gain of 450 pa 
cent. The pick cool scale In 1933 
was .34 and now it Is J9. This is 
a gain of 270 per cent. The machine 
coal was 20—It is now A8. Utls is 
a gain of 240 per cent.

The rate tar ooal cutting in tills 
mine was .01 and it . now is .10. 
This makes tha increase 900 per 
cent. The Inside day rate was 91.00 
and it has increased 426 per cent 
up to $5.26 a day. The outside day 
rate was also $1.00 and this has 
gone up to $4.74, which is an in­
crease of 374 per cent.

While it is true that all of the 
companies in 1933 were not able to 
cut wages to the tow level of the 
Peters Creek Coal Company, at the 
same time wages were very far 
below the starvation level. All of 
the mines were working, $, 9 or 
even 12 hours a day.

In 1933, the companies were pay­
ing all sorts of scales. Borne were 
paying $1.00 a day, other* $2 and 
some $4.25. But now the wages are 
uniform. AH of the motormen get 
$5.66 for a seven-hour day. All of 
the drivers get $5.50 for a seven- 
hour day. The Inside day scale is 
$5.36 and the outside scale is $4.74.

Industrial Unionism Pays
There are many other Interesting 

fact* in the report. They all in­
dicate the benefits of a large, in­
dustrial union. They show that the 
bosses can be made to pay.

The united Mine Worker* Is one 
of the most progressive unions in 
tbs country. By adopting some of 
the many resolutions before the 
convention, it can show more prog­
ress. The unity and organisation 
of the captive miners, the helping 
of the organization of the steel 
workers, the building of s strong 
Labor Party, ALL of these measures 
will help get the same increases for 
the other workers. It win get bet­
ter wages and conditions for the 
miners. It will be a guard against 
war and Fascism.'

Two re dutions were for a boy­
cott of the Berlin Olympics, “con­
demning the Hitler fascist regime 
and calling oe all American athletic 
organizations to refuse to partici­
pate in the Berlin Olympics . . . 
copies to be forwarded to the na­
tional convention of the A A U."

Two resolutions against war. “out­
lawing” Mussolini as “World Public 
Enemy No. One.” and "against the 
sanding of ooal or any other ma­
terial to Italy to help them in thetr 
campaign to enslave the Negro peo­
ple of Ethiopia *

- One af the five Labor Party res­
olution* declared. 'Resolved that 
we atop this ‘friend and

equal rights for Negro workers, 
three others against the terrorist 
anti-Negro “White Crusaders.” de­
manding their disbandment.

Chi inner union matters—five de­
manding more dues for the local 
uninna, two for autonomy in all dis­
tricts, eight lor setting up regular 
sub-district conferences, two de­
manding tha six-hour day, five-day 
week, and two for the abolition of 
“blue sky locals" of two or three 
members which come Into existence 
only at the time of conventions.

Utile ef ‘Bed Sean'
Except for brief remarks during 

the Pittsburgh Central Labor Union 
their opening speeches by President 
Pagan and H. L. Woodmansee of 
the “red” issue was not raised.

Speakers from the floor were al­
lowed what Pagan termed “the 
widest latitude” hi ' their remarks, 
and took advantage at the prtvt-

By Vern Smith
Gulf Coast longshoremen’s 
began in its present form. 

Oct. 11. when by a 1,000 to one vote 
the International Longshoremen’s 
Association members of the Texas 
porta voted to strike for a coast 
contract and the abolition of the 
company unions, particularly in the 
eastern porta of tha Gulf. At that 
time, the longshoremen of New 
Orleans, Mobile, Gulf Port and 
Pensacola were already engaged in 
a strike which had begun generally 
around about the first of October, 
though on some docks there had 
been a strike condition for months.

The vote of the Texas longshore­
men brought strikes In all other 
porta, tiie most important of which 
are: Houston, Galveston, Texas 
City, Beaumont, Port Arthur, Or­
ange, Corpus Christ! and Lake 
Charles. Here too, however, on 
certain docks, such as the Morgan 
line docks at Galveston, old strikes, 
never called off, were going on.

Ganmen Deputised
Hardly had the men walked out 

when the employers resorted to ter­
ror. with the full assistance in most 
cases of local and higher govern­
ment*. Many of the cities swore in 
gunmen as deputies and placed 
them under the command, for all 
practical purposes, of the com­
panies. Galveston, for example, 
hired 75 additional deputies. Hous­
ton city council hired 50. The sheriff 
of Jefferson County hired 700 dep­
uties The State government ami 
in its Texas Rangers.

An old Federal Injunction against 
picketing in New Orleans was hast­
ily dusted off and armed men began 
to enforce it Federal courts began 
immediately to grind out new in­
junctions, for Port Arthur, Lake 
Charles, Orange, and the berge line 
between Lake Charles and Beau- 
moot

Arrests, raiding and shooting 
began. New Orleans police shot the 
Negro striker Richard Gordon on 
Oct 4, wounding him in the leg. 
On Got 13, Patrolman William 
Hines opened fire into a crowd of 
pickets and wounded striker Henry 
Hayas. On Oct. 31, the striker 
Etienne Christ was assassinated 
near the Texas Co. Terminal, in 
Port Arthur his dead body being 
found only some hours later. On 
Oct 31. a policeman escorting a 
scab onto the dock killed the Negro 
striker Earnest Dukes.

Deliberate Murder
On Nov. 1, two Negroes, not 

strikers, named Henry Freeman 
and Dave Hart, were deliberately 
murdered in thevOretna (near New 
Orleans) Jail in an attempt to ter­
rify Negroes and split than away 
from the white strikers.

In many cities there were raids, 
all pickets being arrested. In Gulf 
Port $0 armed deputies arrested 175 
pickets, and then arrested Walter 
Harrison (white) and Garfield 
Philips (Negro) presidents of the 
two IL.A. locals there. The strik­
ers were put in a bull pen, the Jail 
being too small. In New Orleans 
every picket on the waterfront was 
arrested in one swoop by huge 
forces of police Eventually a limited 
and insufficient number, eight to 
a corner, was declared permissible 
by the New Orleans police. Tear 
gas was used in some ports.

Longshoremen are not believers 
in noo-resistance. They fought 
Dukes, tiie man killed in New

leans, defended himself even with a 
mortal wound on him, and hi* 

lao died of injuries re- 
When the scabs threw 

bricks at the pickets, bricks were 
thrown back, and in some eases 
there were fatal injuries, not all on 
on* side.

The sharpest battle of all was 
tost by the scabs and guards. That 
was at Lake Charles, which was 
offldally opened for scabbing on, 
Oct. 23. The scabs were supplied 
by a company union, the Louisiana 
Longshoremen Association. They 
were herded by 75 guards, Armed 
with pistols, rifles and machine 
guns. But when these guards be­
gan to snipe at moving objects, 
some persons got out hunting guns, 
and taking good cover, returned the 
fire. The result was two (some say 
three) guards killed and eleven men 
wounded on both sides, mostly 
guards. The port was closed again 
for a time and only reopened a 
few days ago.

In spite of all sorts of regular 
and special police, city and county 
and state police and sheriffs. In 
spite of deputy U. S. marshals pis­
tol in hand “enforcing” the injunc­
tion, the strikers stood fast and 
have seriously crippled Gulf ship­
ping.

Scabs Don’t Like It

Scabs, half prisoners on the 
Kks, some docks being fenced off 

with Iron bars with the scabs sleep­
ing and eating behind the bars, 
have begun to make the most des­
perate efforts to escape. The Gulf 
correspondent of the San Francisco 
“Voice of the Federation’' reports 

a scab paid a policeman $5 to 
him out of the strike zone, 

and on the way had all the rest of 
his money stolen, the police turn­
ing a deaf ear to his protests. Scabs 
are beginning to get themselves 
hauled out of the strike zone in 
garbage cans, and generally are 
uncomfortable in their new jobs. 
Unskilled strikebreakers spoil so 
much cargo that some companies 
are labelling their goods; “not to be 
loaded under strike conditions.”

Many ships' crews in Gulf parts 
have struck to avoid sailing with 
scab cargo. In New Orleans harbor 
alone the crews of five Luckenbach 
ships struck. Also the crews 
numerous other ships.

On the West Coast practically all 
ships coming from Gulf ports are 
boycotted by longshoremen. There 
are isolated other cases, such as the 
refusal of Boston members of the 
IL-A. to unload the steamer lib­
erty Ok), which finally, after five 
days’ Idleneo, had to leave the 
port.

interests, to say nothing of the 
interests of the public at large, if 
they adopted a more conciliatory 
attitude in the matter that separ­
ates them from their employers 
and employment.

“But whatever the men decide 
to do, they certainly can have no 
illusions concerning Houston’s 
determination to keep the local 
port open, for evidence of that 
determination is manifested on 
every hand. In other words, Hous­
ton regards an open port as be­
ing necessary to the welfare of 
all our citizens* and that welfare 
will be protected at any and all 
costs.”
An "open pat” with a strike on, 

is a scab port. And if that Isn’t a 
strikebreakers’ editorial, what could 
be one?

Meetings Called Off
International Seamen’s Union of­

ficials openly repudiate all solidarity 
strike action by members of their 
union, and promise scabs to the 
ships that are struck. Finding that 
union meetings invariably begin to 
discuss solidarity with the long 
shoremen, the 
(names signed
O. H, Brown, D. Grange and P. G. 
Pryor) notified all New Orleans 
locals not to hold any meetings ‘‘un­
til the situation canes back to nor­
malcy.” Other cities are not allowed 
to have any meetings for two Weeks, 
or other specified times. In New 
York the Kronen and Oilers were 
not allowed any meetings and only 
got one by a court order (Nov. 12) 
aad even this was broken up. - 

Boston Firemen, Oilers and Water 
Tenders held a meeting and nomi­
nated an opposition slate. The situ­
ation is mixed with a fight by the 
rank and file in this union against 
a bad new constitution. .

Ryan Attitude Curious 
The attitude of the ILA. higher 

officials is also curious. Soon af­
ter the strike broke out, Interna­
tional President Ryan made a 
speech in Galveston In which he 
promised all work in other ports on 
hot cargo would end on Nov. 1. The 
West Coast district took him at his 
word, and began to press for na­
tional action. The first case up 
there was over tiie Swayne Si Hoyt 
ships, Ryan himself stating that 
this company led opposition to the 

oi settlement In the Gulf. Harry 
Bridges. Secretary of Local 38-79 of 
San Francisco, wired Ryan that ac­
tion on Swayne Sc Hoyt might 
precipitate a general tie up, and 
asking him to take up the question

REPORT TO LABOR BODY 
SHOWS UNION RECORD 
OF GALLUP DEFENDANTS
Fontecchio’s Talc That Convicted Miners Were 
Not Member* of U.M.W*A. Blasted by Account 

i of Long Leadership of Workers

By Cyril Briggs
In railroading1 three Gallup miners to prison terms of 

46 to 60 years each, the Gallup American Coal Company 
used one of the most familiar tactic? of the bosses when 
they set out to get rid of militant workers, whose activities 
in behalf of the working class threaten their profits. That
tactic la to attempt to iaolate their 0---------------------------------------------—

one to Investigate

of a dock steward, and may or 
may not, probably doesn’t, allow for 
If It contains such a clause, en- 
striking against handling hot cargo, 
forcing it is something else again.

Even the resolution introduced by 
Ryan and passed by the last ILA. 
convention allows for boycotting of 
scab cargo. There has been no 
dearth of pious statements by the 
international and district officers 
The North Atlantic executive board 
of the union, yielding to the barrage 
of demands from the locals, passed 
a decision that no scab Gulf cargo 
should be handled after one o’clock 
in the afternoon of Nov. 7. Ryan 
wired all locals to this effect. 
Whereupon every single ship that 
came into North Atlantic harbors 
from the Gulf was unloaded by or­
der of IL.A. officials, with the ex­
ception of the Liberty Glo in Bos­
ton.

Some Excuse for Each p
Ryan had some excuse for each. 

In the case of the Morgan liner 
El Oceano here on the tenth, he 
told the press that since It was 
loaded by men not in the I.LA. and 
not on strike at Galveston, if could 

district committee! unloaded here. These suddenly 
are Oscar Carlson pure as snow non-scabs of the Mor- 

’1 gan docks at Galveston are the 
same strikebreakers denounced by 
every union man and by Ryan him­
self for a year, when the rest of 
the port was not on strike. When 
the rest of the Galveston men 
strike, and the Morgan men go on 
working, they aren’t scabs any more. 
It is enough to make one dizzy.

The old standard excuse Is that 
the strike is nearly over, or is en­
tirely over except In Lake Charles. 
(No ships are coming from Lake
Charles.)

The strike Is perpetually about to 
be settled. Ryan told newspaper 
men that negotiations would be 
concluded In New York on Nov, 12, 
That day his secretary said the next 
day. The next day an office em­
ployee who evidently hadn’t been 
put wise gave the game away by 
her surprise; she didn’t know of 
any negotiations at all!

They Are Kidding the Men 
The whole point, la that the higher 

officials and Ryan himself are kid­
ding the men along and trying to 
keep the strike from spreading. 
Probably they don’t want to lose

Intended victims from the tabor 
movement and the masses of work-
ox. ' f

In the application of this tactic, 
it is clearly necessary to have the 
cooperation of a certain well- 
known type of “labor leader.” Tom 
Mooney, serving a life sentence in 
California on perjured testimony, 
unmasked many gentlemen of this 
type In his pamphlet. “Ton Mooney 
Betrayed by Labor Leaders.”

Officials Wbo Help Basses
This cooperation was not lacking 

in the Gallup case. It was furnished 
by Nicholas Fopteochio, Interna­
tional representative of the United 
Mine Workers of America. The 
method in this case consisted of a 
blanket denial by Mr. Fontecchlo 
that the three convicted miners, 
and seven other framed with them 
on the same charge, were, or ever 
had been, members of the UM.WA. 
This damnable lie had as Its aim 
the fulfillment of the coal bosses' 
wishes to isolate the defendants and 
deprive them of the support of the 
organized labor movement. It was 
followed by a threat by Mr. Fon- 
tecchlo to revoke the charters of 
those U.M.W.A. locals in his district 
that voted financial and moral sup­
port for the defendants.

What consideration Mr. Pon- 
tecchlo received from the ooal bar­
ons for this monstrous betrayal of 
ten miners, threatened with death 
sentences In a murder frame-up In 
connection with the killing on April 
4. 1935, of Sheriff Carmichael by his 
own deputies, is naturally not 
known. Nor is it essential for the 
record. It is sufficient to remember, 
in connection with Mr. Fontecchlo's 
services to the Gallup Coal Com­
pany, the case (among others) of 
Prank Farrington, former district 
president of the Illinois District erf 
the U.M.WA., who piled up quite a 
comfortable fortune indeed through 
his betrayals of the struggles of the 
miners.

Central Body Investigate*
Something of these matters must 

have been in the minds of the dele­
gates of the Central Trades mad 
Labor Assembly when they voted to 
investigate controversial questions 
dealing with the membership of the 
Gallup defendants in the United 
Mine Workers of America, despite 
Mr. Fontecchlo’s assertions that 
they were never affiliated with the 
UM.WA.

A review of the trade union ac­
tivities of the defendants in the 
National Miners Union, and subse­
quently In the U.M.WA., following 
the consolidation of the two unions, 
is now in the hands of Ray Lowdcr- 
back, secretary of the Central 
Trades and Labor Assembly erf Den 
ver, and appointed by that body asthe Gulf section of the union. buL 

they are playing the same old tirni"
game, trying to remain good fellows w-a w w 1
with the strikebreaking companies, 1 J"QdCClOOOlC
willing to risk the Gulf organiza­
tion if they can save the East coast, 
and thereby they are running a

of cooperation of the I.S.U.. also of, losing the whole union.

levers any 
bag£s * 

r Or- she

There is no doubt that the rank 
and file seamen and longshoremen 
are back of the strike. On the West 
Coast official action is taken 
against it.

But the action of certain other 
erffidals and spokesmen of organized 
labor is peculiar, not to say treach­
erous. For instance, on Nov. 1, the 
Houston Labor Journal, Russell H. 
Harrison, editor, “medium of or­
ganized labor for 43 years—serving 
the local unions of Houston. Beau­
mont and Charles districts" as it 
proudly declares, ran an editorial 
which begins with a defeatist story 
about the impossibility of getting 

strike relief and winds up:
“It seems to us that the long­

shoremen would serve their own

asking him to confer with Edward 
McOrady and William Green, whose 
remarks on the “sanctity of con­
tracts” were bring used as propa­
ganda against solidarity strikes.

No real cooperation was secured, 
bo$ a storm of resolutions and de­
mands for solidarity action began 
to shower on Ryan’s office from I. 
L. A. locals, especially from the 
Pacific coast.

Short Coastwise Strike
On Nov, 3. 3,000 coastwise long^ 

shoremen struck in New York, not 
Only over the Gulf cargo but to 
enforce their demands in thenew 
contract bring negotiated. ptyan'S 
office persuaded them to go back 
after 13 hours, the discussion was 
concentrated on the contract issue, 
and finally the men were led into 
voting for a contract they never 
heard read, which gives certain 
small gains like the 44-hour week
clatise, but leaves out the main point terror on the Gulf roast

The same ship owners who trade 
cigars and dinners with Ryan are 
quietly at work to put his organiza­
tion out of business. After the Gulf 
will come" the other two coasts.

The demand of the West Coast 
locals, of the Maritime Federation, 
of Local 808 of Brooklyn for a 
national referendum on the hot 
cargo Issue should be adopted. But 
that Is not enough, too slow. There 
is hope that the militant West Coast 
organization and the Gulf I. L. A. 
will immediately unite to demand 
action, not words, but actual refusal 
to handle hot cargo, in the East.

Meanwhile every union man 
should support this strike, and rank 
and file longshoremen should begin 
to do what Boston did, even throw 
out a few officials who oppose soli­
darity action.

Every union man Should get his 
local to pass resolutions condemning 
the government strikebreaking and

Egan Sabotages Conn. A. F. L. Labor Party Poll

The general discussion, half the 
time at the convention having been 
taken op by speeches of interna- 

and other anion officials, for 
the most port followed the broad 
politico-economic range covered by 
the resolutions.

In brief. District Five convention 
at the U.M W. showed that the 
miner* are against war and fas­
cism for industrial unions sad a 
fighting policy, for equal rights, for 
the greatest trade union democracy 
and the organization of the unor­
ganized and. despite the partial de­
feat of the reeoiattoc by 
forcea. for formation at a

a political Party initiated by the onions. * 
party of the worker* and fanners." j And these, after an. include the 

Two called for curbing the U. 8. 'matt Important 
Court * power*, four for can labor today

By William E. Kuehnel 
(Chairman of (he Connecticut State 

Labor Party Committee!
Faced with the growing sentiment 

aipftng the membership of tiie Con­
necticut Federation of Labor for a 
Labor Party the officials of that or­
ganization wbo are opposed to the 
building of the party are trying 
frantically to sidetrack the

need for

Union Settles 
Jersey Firm

The Classy Leather Goods Com 
pany of Middletown. N. J, (me of 
the most important out-of-town 
companies in the industry, has 
signed ah agreement with the In­
ternational Pocketbook Workers’
Union, A. P. of L, it was learned 
yesterday at offices of the union, 53 
West Twenty-First Street, New 
York City.

Owners of the company, employ- ; stlgated tc use the U. M. W. A char

t attention to the I If the leadership persists in its vlo- of the progressives. The fee for
Important issues and the need to 
be ever slat for the attempts of 
the reactionary leaders to break 
down the gains made by the pro­
gressive group within the Federa­
tion.

Zn this state the majority of the 
executive board of the Federation 
are members of the Democratic po-

Tbe of the Federation Htical machine. Being owned by
this machine they can not be ex­
pected to carry out the will' of the 
Federation membership, instead 
they have fought every move for 
progressive action and the move for 
a Labor Party with particular

is la on uproar due to the action 
of Slate Secretary John Egan. Egan 
U sending out a referendum on tha 
Labor Party, which is a direct vio­
lation of the decisions of the State 
Convention held In Danbury in Sep-

lation of the rights of the members joining the Federation is $3. while 
they had better keep in mind that it will cost those groups outside $2 
a petition calling for a special con- j to vote cm this issue. Isn't it worth 
vention could easily be filled and 
would upset their plans.

Unfair Ballot Protested 

That this last action has con­
vinced many of even the most con­
servative member* of the necessity 
of preserving trade union democ­
racy can be seen in the action of

tag more than 300 workers, formerly 
held an agreement with the union, 
but refused to sign one last year, 
union leaders said. Due lo weak­
ness of the union last year nothing 
could be done to force the com­
pany to come to terms. This year 
the company found it “desirable” to 
come to a peaceful understanding 
and signed an agreement. Sam 
Relnlieb, out-of-town organizer for 
the union, has conducted a cam­
paign of organization among the 
workers in the plant and brought 
about the settlement.

Union leaders also reported that 
the organization succeeded recently 
in setting up a local ta Montreal, 
Canada, through tiie efforts of Sam 
Laderman, manager of the union's 
Chicago local and general organizer 
for the Middle West. Fifty workers

this extra $1 to get into the Fed? 
oration and fight side by side with 
those group* who are fighting for 
a progressive program based on 
democratic trade unionism?

The State committee for a Labor 
Party should be informed of all ac­
tions taken on tills question. Speak­
ers familiar with the issues win be 

many locals and city central bodies ^ on request to any local or cen- 
who have sent ta mUtag! tr*l body by the committee.

a committee 
the matter.

The review, prepared by Jeff 
Goodman, secretary of the Regional 
Gallup Defense Committee in Den­
ver, and Prank Sped or, a repre­
sentative of the National Gallup 
Defense Committee, completely re­
futes the lies of Mr. Fantecchlo* 
stalwart aid to the Gallup Ameri­
can Coal Company. The review 
marshals the facta known to many 
New Mexico trade unionists on the 
trade union activities of the de­
fendants. and their fight for the 
unification of the forces of the min­
ers through the merging of the Na­
tional Miners Union and the United 
Mice Worker* of America.

Juan Ochoa, Manuel Avttla and 
Leandro Velarde, the three con­
victed miners, were together with 
their co-defendants, leaders of the 
Gallup miners, whom they inspired 
in their decision to Join the U. M. 
W. A ta a body, and thus unify all 
the miners’ forces.

Led 1933 Strike
The defendants was leaders of 

the 1933 strike of Gallup coal 
miners. Their subsequent 
was an act of revenge by the 
bosses for their militant leadership 
in that strike. The Gallup miners 
had previously voted 451 to 37 to 
Join the N. M. U., after bearing ad* 
dresses by representatives of the 
two unions. The strike was con­
ducted by the N. M. U. Some time 
after the strike the men approved 
the decision of the N. M. U. to fuse 
with the U. M. W. A 

The document presented to the 
representative of the Central Trades 
and Labor Assembly of Denver, re­
lates the part played by the de­
fendants in the negotiations lead­
ing up to the final decisions:

Union Report at Merger 
“Leading up to final unity, there 

tori: place a number of meetings 
ta the ooal camps. Mr. Nicholas 
Fontechhlo, the U. M. w. A’s In­
ternational Representative, was 
present at these meetings. In at­
tendance also was the negotiating 
committee appointed by the N. M. 
U. sub-district board, and contain­
ing Juan Ochoa, who acted as Mr. 
Fontechhlo’* official interpreter, Joe 
Bartol, one of the ten framed men 
and president of the Southwestern 
local. Prank Williams, N. M. U. 
sub-district board official [deported 
shortly after April 4—the day of the 
‘riot’—to England because of his 
union activities]: George Banrola, 
secretary at the time of the Allison 
local, and Jesu4 Oolinda. a Mex­
ican miner also deported after April 
4. ♦ . *

“With the exception of the South­
western local, all locals met prior 
to April 4. All U. M. W. A ma­
terial—membership cards. Constitu­
tion and By-laws, etc.—were sup­
plied to the members at these meet­
ings. Local officers were elected 
and U. M. W. A charters were re­
ceived by them. The Southwestern 
local was prevented from holding its 
regular meeting on the night of 
April 4 because of the ‘riot’ during 
the day. At its prior meeting, tha 
local voted unanimously to retain 
its old officers. Mr. Fontechhlo 
agreed with this decision and caused 
all the union material for the mem­
bership to be turned over to Jo* 
Bartol, president. This local at tha 
same meeting also voted unani­
mously to request a new charter, in 
place of the one Issued by the U. M. 
W. A on Jan. II, 1934, at the time 
of a strike ta the Southwestern 
mine to two shady individual* who 
never worked ta mines and whom 
the Southwestern mine owners In­

ter to break the strike.. However, I 
pending the settlement of this ques­
tion. the old charter was transferred 
to Joe Bartol. In the meantime, 
ell the material kept by Joe Bartol 
pending the April 4 meeting was 
confiscated by the police ta the raid 
upon his home, during the ’round­
up’ at the miner* that followed tha 
events of April 4."

Reject Fesktoerklal “Reasons”
This is the "basis’'—prevention by 

the police of tha bolding of the 
meeting of the Southwestern Local 
for distribution to (he members of 
their U. M. W. A membership card* 
—for Fontecchlo’* denial that tha 
defendants are members of the U. 
M. W. A. This, and the fact that 
some of the defendants were un­
employed as a result of the black-

joined the organization upon the the ru^°f.the YlM * **
formation of the local. There are 
approximately 500 pocketbook mak­
ers In the dty at Montreal.

Progress ta organization work 
was repeated by the union in numer­
ous cities throughout the country. 
Local and general organizers, it was 
stated, woe engaged in a ank>r Na­
tion drive ta Philadelphia, Allen­
town. Easton. BethMbem and 
Scranton in the State of Pennsyl­
vania, numerous cities ta the State

barring unemployed miners from 
joining the union.

But are these “reasons” accept­
able to any honest worker? Tha 
answer is given ta the wide support 
by organised labor to the Gallup 
Defense ■ Fortunately for union 
labor,” the author* of the document 
handed to Mr. Loader back correctly 
state, “the Fontecchlo type of lead­
er* are becoming scarce under the 
growing will of organized labor to

for the voiding of the unfair ballot Whether the locals are ta favor of New Jersey. South Norwalk and ««ht against tha present employers*
Every local should follow this ex- of the Labor Party or hot the issue Bridgeport. Conn. - and
ample and demand that the illegal ^ now become one of honesty and towns in Massachusetts, the Middle_____r. they had such a trick in ballot be cancelled and a legal ?ne ^re dealing, an lame of whether West and Toronto. Canada.

mind when they agreed to compro- based on the decision of the CON- tfcere wm ** trade union deraoc- j Final preparations have
miae with the progressive forces at VENTION be used. racy or not. The unionist* of Con- made by the union *or the general

for a Yes or Np vote,; the convention. In any event their In order to strengthen the pro- oecticut must and win take a pro- membership meeting Monday night
state that each local win be! use of paper locals, blue aky locals i gresrive movement every local sresslve stand on these Issues. They ; in the Stuyvesant High School. Ftf- ________ _

Itod with only one vote regard- and the counting of there on a par should affiliate with tire State Fed- ^ Protect themselves from their teenth Street at First Avame. where 1 pernicious reactionary force* etm
of the size of its membership with industrial and textile locals | oration of Labor. Whatever the coemics within aa well as tiMmlsecoml aoadaaliOBa far aCfietas wlUl are trytag to oaUMtrii ta our

its standard of 
living. Thousands of trade union­
ists from all over tha country joined 
by thousands of friends of labor 
have com* forward in the fnhfc 
against the Gallup frame-up IB 
them H is aim a fight agamst tha

f
j:

This is in direct violation of the will greatly endanger the movement! workers erf Connecticut have gained from 
copfiBlWk raatiutkm on tire Labor for a Labor Party. Such methods it has been through the Federation.
Party, which called for a vote by smack of tire tactics of Hitler. But No argument was ever won Inside 
number. I do not think the unionists of Can- the ball by the man standing on the

The action taken fay Egan in vio- neeticut will allow trade union de- j curb outside. All bodies outside of 
at tire convention decision mocracy to be violated ta such a!tire Federation should come into 

the membership the brazen manner. On the contrary, that body and support the program

i
. ♦ *

without.

. The peace policy at tire U4UUL, 
petting forward 
fiatieBelisn*, h 
racial

be made and one member to the fry a Moody fascist rule "
Election* and? Objection Committee That fight must go on until tha 
elected. A ruling will aim be made; three convicted defendants arg 
as to who may participate ta tiw| freed, tire charge* against two oth- 
forthcomtag elections ta tire union! ere thrown out, and tire baric of tfeg 
and who will have tire right to run Woody ooal bosses term* ta Oafiup 
for office* in tire administration, j i* broken.

ofuJ., 
, 

t
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