| Vigilante Plot Bared
To Kill Dorothy Ray,

Hancock, on Release

|
|

Hangman’s Noose, Knout and Open Grave Figure
in Threats of California Bosses; Hancock’s

Mother in Desperate Appeal

By C,vril“ Brngs

A hangman’s noose and a steel studded knout, an open
| grave bearing the name of a living man, and an “identifi-
[ cation visit,” by Vigilantes on t{wo imprisoned lettuce strike
| leaders are among the gruesome factors in a sinister cone
| spiracy by California bosses to torture and murder 19-year

|

'AFL Painte
JTel]s of Parley
Against War

| . o
Protest Grows Against
Green’s Anti-“‘Red”

Edict in Chicago

(Daily Worker Midwest Bureau)
CHICAGO, Octr 12.—In spite of
attempts by Fitzpatrick, president

of ihe Chicago Federaiion of La- |

bor, to shut up the speaker, Elmer
Johnson of Painters Local 637.
made a stirring report of the 2nd
U. 8. Congress Against War and
Fascism held here Sept, 28 to 30.
| Emiphasizing the strong trade
‘union representation in the Con-
gress, Johnson drove home em-
phztically the importance to lator
of the struggle against war and
‘fascism and the neced for united
action.
Answers Fitzpatrick
Fitzpatrick shoutad, “Declezate,

'you are taking up the time of this

'meeting. Please confine yourself to
the business of your orgenization.

‘ “This is the busincss of our or-
‘ganization,” retorted Johnson. “My
ilocal is calling a special meeting to

discuss it. There is nothing more |

[important for our unions than the
fight against war and fascitm.”

(Daily Worker Midwest Burecu)
| Protest Anti-“Red” Drive
 CHICAGO, Oct. 12. — Repeated
protests against the vicicus anti-
Red program of William
communication to A. F of L. unions

calling for the expulsion of Com- |

munists led John Fitzpatrick. head
!of the Chicago Federaiion of Labor,

to shut off discussion of the matter |
by delegates at the last C. F. of L'f

'meeting.

Delegate after delegate tcok tha |
floor after the communication had

 been read, to speak against this at-

!tempt to split the working class.

An obvious majority was against |
publishing the communication in|

the Chicago Federationist.
Green's Letter Denounced

Elmer Johnson, recording secre-
tery of Painters Local 637. exposed
the dangerous characler of Green's
|1etter in the light of his own ex-
 perience in unicn activity.
. “In my experience in the local
union, togelher with
who fight fer lower dues and bet-
|tez' working conditions, we have
[been called Commnnists by the re-
actioneries, This communication
will help reactionaries in all locals

,to prevent a militant struggle of |

their membership.”

| He pointed out the use of the
“Red Scare”
‘He then stated that the altack was

;what we would expect from the em- |
plovers, hut that, coming from the |
'A. F. of L. president, it was a com- |

pletely vicious statement.
} Demecracy in Unions

“We must fight to keep all our |
memb-rs,” he concluded. “w2 must |

;stand for democracy in the unions,
for freedom of expression .and
political opinion.”

John Hecker then asked the body
if it was the policy to expel political
enemies from the unions why the
‘unions didn’t clean out the Repub-
lican and Democratic politicians
who act as betrayers of the laber
mcvement, He pointed out that it
was Communrists who weve always
in the frent ranks of the picket
lines.

In the midst of what was the
stormiest meeting of the C. . of L.
in months, a Socialist. Leatherman,
of the Pockatbook Makers Union,
made a talk supperting the whol2
]Green program while preiending to
oppose it. He staled definitzly that
he was in agreement with 90 per
cent of Green's statoment. He was
against the motion (he said) to
publish Green's letter in the Fed-
eraticnist because he believed Com-
' munists should nct be expelled
from the unions. hut shouid be left
withcut influsnce, He prevosed that
the locals make it a standinz rule
that Communists cculd not be on
the ‘ballot in union elections.

About a cdoren speakers ail told
spoke eaainst the motion, and John
Fiuzpatrick finally took the flocr
in a desperote attemot to prevent
rejection of the anti-Red stand. He
pleaded with the delezates prom-
ising that no one of them would be
expelled. He ranted akout Commu-
nist “bering frem within” tactics
‘and then cut loose with scme high
vowered oratory about Communism
being a cancerouz a-owth, a fes-
tercus chiect. etc., ete., ete.

When he finishsd a dozen dele-
gates demanded the floor, but Fitz-
Patrick hastily rushad the matter to
2 vote without further discussion.
At least 25 per cent of the dele-
zates voted against publication of
the letter, and mest of the rest
cbstainad.  However, the machine
was able to musiar enouzh vntes to
pass the metion by a small ma-
Jority.

Green'’s |

Progressives |

in the Frisco strike. |

old Derothy Ray and Stanley Hane
| cock upon their release within the
(next few days from an Imperial
Valley jail, where thev have been
held and tortured for the past six
| montns for their activities in the
|lettuce sirike of last January.
| The hangman’s noose and steel
I studded knout were mailed to Hane
{cock together with a note threate
|ening him with death for his ace
| tivities as an orgzanizer of the Can-
| nery and Agricultural Workers Ine
| dustrial Union. Another threaten-
{ing note was lefi in the open grave
{at the foot of which vigilantes had
|sef vp & crude s‘gn bearing Han-
| cocK'S name.

Communist Candidate Protests
Terror

A few nights ago, Hancock was
called into the sheriff's office to be
“interviewed” by two strengers. Ex-
acily the same procedure had pre-
ceded the releaze of An‘onio Sclor=
zano, who on the night of his re-
lease was subjected to a faarful
,beating by a band of eight armed
vigilantes and left for desd. Solor-
zano is 2lso an organizer of the
union. Numerous other acts of bes-
tial violence have been carried out
fagainst the union’s organizers and
members, as Petils Perry, Negro
Communis{ candidate for Lieuten-
ant-Governor of California, poin‘s
jout in a letter to Sheriffi George L.
Campboell at El Centro, Calif., de-
nouncing the sheriff’s refusal to
!take measures for the proiection of
Ray and Hancock:

“It has been demonstrated during
the psst ten menths, by a long un-
| broken sevies of ouirages, that there
lis no act too degraded, none too
cowardly, for these police-proiected
vigilantes to commit in the service
of ths rulers of Imgerial Valley. At
'the time of their release, Dorothy
Ray and Stanley Hancock will each
ibe in danger of the usual many-
azainst-on2 vigilante attacks. Your
failure to answer lstiers requesting
that you set a definite date for
their releaze, adds to their danger.”

Hancock’s Moiher in Desperate
Appeal

1t is thus not surprising that the
threats against the lives of Ray
| and Hancock have aroused the deep-
est concern and indignation among
| California workers, or that Han-
cozk’s mother, living in daily dread
lof hearing of the murder of her
lson, has been impelled to address
!zeveral desperate appeals, all un-
| answered and unacknowledged, to
| Governor Frank Merriam and other
California and federal officials.

“I have a normal mother’'s deep
| affection for her son and regard
for his welfare and safety,”” Mrs.
Mary Hancock peints out in a let-
ter. cepies of which have been
sent to Gov. Merriam, U. §. At-
torney General Homer Cum-
mings, U. S. Webb, State Attor-
ney General; George L. Camp-
bell, sheriff of Imperial Counly;
Ed. F. Cooper, sherifi of San Di-
ego County, and Ray Cato, chief
of State Highway Patrol. “In
| justifiable desperation I am now
addressing you in the interests
| of your official dutiés and from
| ths common standpeint of hn-

manitarian citizens, At the same
tire, a3 you would probably dn it

our sitmations ware raversed, I
am appealing for such support as
I can get from lay bodies and
newspaper readers over the ‘coun-
try.”

Mrs. Hancock informs these offi
sials of the developments already
reported in this article, and de=
clares: “I am writing both to de-
mand and to plead for safe conduct
for my son and Miss Ray. . . .
want to know exactly when my son
and Mis; Ray are to be released
and I want them safely escorted to
their homes in San Disgo. . . .
Petween the 13th and the 19th of
this month, they will have satisfied
the ‘justice of an Imperial court,
and should beé rendered immune
from further molestation.

Decmands Protection for Two

Organizers

“If you are intent upon giving
Communism - another martyr or
two, and if the coming of Commu-=
nizm will guarantee a classfess 50+
cisty in which all other mothers
sons will be safe, I suppose that I
snould not complain, but I want
the ‘ssue to be plain to you. will
Iyou be parties to the further de-
struction of public resoect for capi-

|

talistic justice, or ‘.viuf you ﬁggg
S nd therefore free Clulz®
o s is their dué

the protectlc;n twhk:h e
and your duty to proviae:

Thg thrsat against these two
working class fighters, the o:fn aid
being given by the authorities to
the fascist gangs plotiing their
murder, should arouse the indig-
nation of every decent citizen. Pro-
tests should be wired at once to the
California suthorities and the féd-
eral government, demanding -
tection and the safe delivery of the
two organizers to their families ax_ad
the working class of San Diego who
ara ready to take steps for their
protection.

The Daily Warker can Better Aid
Your Struggles if Yeu Build ite
Circulation.




