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!bou: '1,e Partl Bo).shevi'que: I{istolre du P.c. de lru'R's's' , by Pierre Broue ' Edltions
de Hjnuit' 1r1.

Chap ter Seven. Ths Crisis of 1921:'the Beginn of the N.E.P. and the Rise of the

APParatus

The country rhich hatl exPerienced the first victory of he proletallan levoluticrr and of

theconstructionofthefirstvorkers'stateseerned'threeyearslaterttobeneartode-
conpositioa. Eatir€ regions uer€ living in a state of snsrchy near to barbaris ' unde r

thethreatofbandsofbrigands.TheYholeeconomicatn:ctureSeenedtohavecollapsed'.
Ind.us try produced d in quantity of its prerar Production' aad 151 irr value' The out-

put of ircn represented :..51 and that of sleel 2'4/ The prorluction of oil and of coal'

secto:3 least affected' rePresented only 4# $a Zf" of that of pre-var; il other sectors'

the percenta6e varied betveen zero gnd' *'' Capital equiguent was vearing ot'13 $Q1 of

locoBotives rere out of actlon a^d 61'1 of t}le railvay tracks cluld not be used' Agricult-

ural proLuction hacl falted in quantity anc val'ue al'jJ<e ' The ar€a under cultivation ras

dornby16;l.Intherichestlegions'theproductionofspecialistcropsfortheroarkets
o! the r€aring of cattle had dlsappeared and given vay to poor subsistence cultivation'

Trade betxedn tovns anal the country had farled to the Eirlj-EuE, to the rever of requisitlons

or of barter betxeen i'1dLvi-dual"s '

At the sane time ' there nas a black oarket' in rhich t'he prices r'e!e forty to fifty tiroes

higher than the 1e6al prlces' Ttre standard of lirri!€i of the loFrl8t1on of the citles ras

sell, belov vtrat is strj stly necessary to oaiatairr llfe' In 1920 the trade rmious eEtinat-

atetltJrattheabsolute}ytrecessaryexpenditrrr€'ePr€sentedanolmtsofEoneytroan<Iahalf
or three tirnes higher than rages ' The nost privileged Yodrers recel've'l b€ h{een 1'2@ and

Irg00cal.ories;illsteatlofthelrO@rhichspecialistsregardetlaltnecessary'Porthat
raason the cities, starsing' !'€re emPtied' In autunn 1920 the poFrlstion of forty

proviacialcapitalshadfallenbySrt*oathel9l?level'froo5'4OO'OOOto4''00'000'
In three years Petlo8lad Lost 57 '5ii and MoscoT Lost 44 'y'r of thei! popllat!'on' By conpar-

ison vith !!ewar' one lost half and the othe! a third of thelr hhabltsnts'

Four yeArs after the reYolutj'on, then' Russia presentec this psradox ' a vorkers I state'

founded i.n a Droletarian revoluticn' in ''ihich ' to borroY the erpression of B\- '*rarin' a

veritable "d.is integration of the proletariat" vas taking place' In 1919 there had been

three Ei,1'on Yorkers in industry; in I92O there Yere only I'500'OOO qnd h 192f

l,t2S,ooo.Inaddition,thenajorityofthemlier€notreallyvorking.'Normal''absentee-
ism ir the factories ras 5O3' The vorkers drev vages rhich vere nenrly unenploprent pay'

The trade unions esti-Bated that half of vhat Yas oanufactured ln certai-n work-places xas

lellediataly aoLd by the P€op1e who rnade j't' f'he saEe vas true ' t{hlch l{as Eore serious'

in the case of tools, coa-L, nails and plant'

ttre ,.orkers had farlen i.J rr.,-bu.", but perhaps hadciangpa stirl oore deePry :a depth' rts

vrnguard, the roilitarts of the underground pericd ' tha fiShters in the revolution' the

or8ani.sersoftheso?lets,theg€nerationoferperiencedcadreslij<ethatoftheenthusiast-



j.c youth ' had left the factories e:1 Easse at tha begfumlng of the civil var' fhe revolut-

ionary workets Yere at posts of comaard fu1 the Red Arny ' ln the state aPParatus and on

every froat across the vast country; Ttte uost active of th6e vho reBained formed the

cadr:es of the trade utrlons ' The nost capable sought anld tho general poY€rty that lnd1v-

ldual solutisa Yhich t{oultl enable ttren 8nd thelr fanilles to gurrive ' The vorkers of the

toyns rent back to the country, vith *rich their lirl]<s hatt arvays reglajned alive ' i]1 hund-

reds of thousands. No yarguaral renal,'ed., nor even a proletariat ir the }taEist sense of

theteru,onlyanassofdeclassedvorkere'arretchetl'haLf-idlesub-proletari'at'The
regression Yas so d.eeP and the declirle lnto barbarisE so re81 that the year 1921 vas to

see the re-aPpearance of the fanine utrich' accordLng to the officlal' statistics' vould aJ-

fect )6 nillion P€asants ' Cases even of cannibalisn vere recorded'

The crisis of I92I: Cronsta

The erplosion took Place at the beg'inui''g of L9?) ' To tel] the tmth' ths crisis had

been brewing since the end of the civil var' lhe peasants ha'l chosen' behreen the tro

evi.lsofthel"Ihj.teAroyandtheRetlAmy'thelesserevil.,heatheysuPportedthesecond'
ButtherequisitionsbecamealltheEoreintoterablerhen'afterthedefeatofthe!}rites'
they no ton6pr hld ''to fear a restoration xhich Houl'd take back t.l.e land frln theo' So the

peasaattlisconteatroserithoutab:-akfrooseptemberlg20oarards.Therexereuprisi.ngs
i:r siberis during the yi.D,ter and the food suppry of the citles i'as tbreateDed' rt vss

thesupportofthelessgntstor.hichl{a}i.aooYeahisabllltytoholdqutrithhlsEenunde'
ams. ltre crisis spread fron the country bto the cltles' For long Yeeks i! ?etrograd

a vorkersr va€les atroulted to half a Poul]at of bread a ilay' In Fetruary strjkes and deoon-

strations urll'tiP1led.

This is the egitatloo Hhlch for:nett the baclcgmtmd fo! the Cronstadt insurrectioa' ltre dis-

cussion on the trade rmions and the canpaigr by zinovlev for nnorkers' derocracyn fed fuer

to the flanes. The ?arty Comnittee in Petrograd tried to take artvantage of the discontent

ofthesailorsriththecentralisationinpose.lbythepoliticalcoolgsare.bydemarrdl-ngthe
polj-ticar leadership of the fleet' Zirlovlev served to protect those rho denounced "the

dictatorshipofthecomissars"'AtltheseeleneEteofsgitationveregerolnati-agina
fertile soil at Cronstadt '

In I91? the naval' base had been the fortress of the revolutj'oEary sailors' It r'as no

Lonser. Here too the vanguartl had been dravn off by the nev tasks' The leaders of 1917

'{ere no }onger there. The Bolshev-i}' 8oc}raL ' had had hls throat cut by the llhites i.rr

Rwngnia. The anarchist Iartchuk v8's in P!i3on' l{arki:r had been killed on the Yolga'

RaskolajloY, DirS€lstedt and Panlaatov vere dlspersed a1l over the cou:ltrxi tbey and the

people lil<e them rrere urilitary comissars o:' chlefs' or corlandsnts of Tchekas ' '{nong

the sailors, vho vero thls aeprivea of thei'r polittcal leadershlp' *n"*.,"* nuEerous neY

recnits.Yettheyretej.uedatratli.tj'on'aprestl€pandastr€ngth.l{odoubtopposition-
alPotiticalcurrentsliereatrorkamorrgtha.fhelrrfltrenceofthel{enshe'rjlcscouldbe

2.
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months Yould be needed to defeat theE' Hakluro still held out I'a the UbaiJIe ' A1l

these novenehts couLtt spread nith lightnhg speed if Cronstadt Yere to hold out for any

length of ti-ne. Her€ and there, ris at Saratov' peassnts Yere attacking tovns i! order

to slaughter the Couuunists there' The Bolshevjls could see Uhite Terror on the hori'zou

and the eneray couJ'd tsko ad vsntage of the populsr discontent to get a fresh foothold in

Russia. They therefora decideil to cut it to the quick'

At the Tenth Congress, Lenirr stated: "Eere He have a denocratic petty bourgeois nove-

ment, d.enandi-ng free trade and protestlng agailst the dictatorship of ttre proletariat'

But the non-party elements are serrjng as a stePPinS-stone ' a support 8!d a gangray for

the l{hite Cuartls' (8). As Radek vrites' it ras oa 'the nonarchist counter-reYolution-

ary consplracl of the artlllery cotrmander' Kozlowky' tra-observed by the sailors" that

the proclanations of the Bolsheviks lai'd the emphasisn (9)' On t'larch 5' i:r his capacity

as chief of tjle Red Arry ' Trotsry sruuoned the mutineers to surrender unconditionally'

They refused. Ilkhschevslqf prepared to attack Yith elite troops' consj'sti'a of Tchek-

ists and cad.et-officers of the Red Arny ' The operations vere carried out quickly' be-

cause tine vas short befor" the thaw, whi.ch yould isolate the fortress fron the naia-

Iand. [(e fighting vas to be costly il hrrlan llves' The attackers vent irto battle

under the fire of the guns of Clonstadt' It began on l'larch 7 and vas oYer by the l?th'

Acertaianunberofthelead'ersgftheinsu.rrectlonescapeil,jrrclutli.SPetricherko'yho
vas to take refuge abload ' but the repression Yas seYare ' Cronstadters rere shot i!

the streets and, accordlng to Sergp ' others Yero to be shot Itr the'coni'g nonths ' t nd-

rcds of theu,. rti.rt sna1l groups" (10) '

The insureotion vas liquidateil' The fhe::nidor vhich Lenin feared' had taken place' but

the Bolshevi-ks had defeated the lheraidoreans ' Noae the less' very deep traces r€Dai-n-

etl.Theprogranuaeoftheinsprgentsboreuranyremiadersoftheprograrruneoftherevol-
utionoflgl?,ofrhichCronstadthadbeenthespear-head'Thedernandsvhi'chaccoEpsn-
ied. corresponded to the aspirations of nany Yorkers and peasants Yho Yere tired of sacri-

fices, veary, tired out nnd starvj:og ' "l{e have 6one too far"' I€DiD vas to say' }Tone

the less, the party hatt supported the leadership;the delegates to the Tenth Congress '

includi.::g the ',forkers' 0pposition' PlAyed thei! part i:r the attack an'l the repression'

Lutovilov, Shliapnikov's right-hand man' who was i-n Berli:o' categorj'ca1ly condenrpc the

lnsurrection and approvec the attack by the Red Anoy' None the less' it is cLear that

nen relations were formed bet.*een the party and the norki.ng peoPre: 't'lust ve give way

to the xorkirg people, i'ho ars at the end of their physical strenSth and patience ' and

are less enllShtened than re 8re about their own Seneral inter€sts?"' Radek asked hio-

Selfson6dsysearlier,lrranaddresstottrestudentsoftheuilitaryacad'elryoftheRed
Army. He d.ren the concLusion: "The Party tales the viev that It cannot Sive xay'

that it must irnpose lts vil1 to conquer on the exhausted uorkj'ng 
Tlilll-*t 

ar€ pre-

Pareal to give ray" (11) ' For the first time' i.Ir tnt "t'" 
of j'ts "blgher consciousnessn '

the party Yhich until then had lcnorm how to convj-nce the i'orkfuig people ' had fought

ar:as in hand against those Hho had expressed themselves in xhich it re'qarded as a rB-
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the monent pf danger, he rras accused of having 
threatened the cronstadt men' The confer-

encedecidedbyacclamatlorrfoar1esthlmandVassillev.Tl:enrmourspreadthattheCon-
,Dlsts from the party school nere ,arctjog on the neetlng hall. rhe conference cLosed 1n

conrusion, arter havtur6 .;;;;r;.. :"."t:':: ":-:1lilI"1.,[i";"r::":]':::lr::.:;r:f.""
option of ten newcomers and' vas to becone the prov:

sailorPetrichenkoasltspresid'ent.Fromthatmonentthefevolutidrbeganagainstthose
whonthecronstad'trnencalled'|ltheCorununistusurtrprsllandtheucon,nissarocracyn.Itseetrs
have have drawn in behind it the maJority of the Comrm'rnists in Cronstadt (J)'

[hesituationvasextremelyserj.ousfortheBolshevjkgovernment.Noneofthe].eaders
seems to have. rearry believed. that white cuards had any i-nfluence in the begirmjr8 of the

affair, its propaganda imme'liately d'escribed ti'e 'ol89l 
as havbg been jnspirerl by lltrite

Guald'officersandledbyoneofth€n,Genera}Kozlovslqr.ThlsformerofficerlJIthoamy
of the Tsa!, Ltro was sewing in the Red ArEy, Has te"a or the artillery j' cronstatlt' Ile

$as a nenbs? of the cltyrs defence coamittee after March 4' but does not aPpear to hav€ llr

any way been an j'nttlator of the novement' None the less' the experience of the clYil

var shoted that spontaneous popular' uprisinge against the Sovlet r€gine a1rrays ended upr

despite the democratic "r'tta"t"t 
of thei! initial dernands ' by faUing into the hands of

rDonarchi-sts and reactioaarles ' on I'larch J' trre cronstadt delegates tried to get a foot-

hold in oraaienbar:m and to !'in to their cause the 
"n 

u'" squadron' If they had succeed'-

ed, letrosrad to':'a r''* Itr;;"-;; rew hours (4)' selse zorjr' the Partv secretary in

' Petrograd, revealed trre preparltgs of the coumatrde! of a regirnent ' i'ho was r€ ady to go

ove!totheCronstadtersandvhowastodeclare'beforeheYasshot:Ihavebeenvaitiag
forthismomentforyears.IhateyoualllyouaggassirrgofRuss.ia',.(5).Despitetho
callsoftheinsurgentsfora'tthlrtlrevolutl@|llYhlchobTlouslyYou}dbringtheminto
oPPositiontothasupPortersoftheconstituantAssenbly'thol{hlteGuar<lemigresrnultl-
plied their advances aEd offers of helpr Yhich Doreover ner€ raJectea' Petrichenko re-

fused.toreceive'ghernovtmtilthesituatlonrascLarlfled(6)'l'liliukov'thecadet
leaderrra'ltesthattheirsurgentsfoundthsrightroailtobiinglIlgd'ownthoregJ-nevhea-
though thls i3 unttue - they issued the slogan "soviets without Comnunistsrr'

Leoin stressed: "Ttley do not want the Hhite Guards ' but thEy do not want our regiEe

eittrer" (?). rt appears that he particularlY feareil that t* 
:":lt::i:uLd 

plav the role

of a TroJan Horse' cronstadt is a vital strategtc posltlon and it carried lnportaat

heavy artll1ery. The lstand was btockeit uy r".l but f th; lrsurrectlon rere pro)'onged

untilafterthsthaw'thaislanilcouldbecornetf'utrfage-l'eadforaforelgninvaslonat
thegatesofPetrograd.ghefirstnllttarylnitiativegweretakenbythelngurgentsotr
I,Iarch 2 and J. Ths 8ov€rrtn€nt seerns to h{iYe tttought at first of negotiatia8' but nadB up

its m:iia to use forco after several days of propaeiarxda narfare by leaf)'ets and by radlo'

There vas nothlng encorrragi-ng in the news frorn the r€st of 
'the 

count:y' Vlctor Ser6e

saysthatoverfiftycentr€sofpeasantinsurr€ctidrcoultlbecounted...fhesoclallst-

t eYolutlonary Antonov'had collecte'l a peasant aroy of 
'O'OOO 

iII the Tanbov region' and
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felt jrl the Petro€Tad factories, t-'ut not lr the fleet' On the other hand, ansrchists

ancl socizl-rbvolutionaries wlthout doubt increased thelr audi

pletely disappeareil, and rhich vas to reveal itself ln the sl

Tet it ls inpossible to attribute/Ioconsidered lnitlstlvs bJr'

firstd'eEonstrationsofpolltlcaloppositlonbythe3allors.
the vorkers' agltatlon in lebrrary'

ence, vhich had ngver coo- '
ogans of the insurrectiolr'

any partlcular grouP tho

fhese arose athectlY frso

oneafteralothertheletfogrsdfactorles!€ntonstrj-]CegIIlebruary24,6aod26.Meet-
ing" of strikers demarded the end of reqtisitions, the inprovement of the food srpply and

the abolition of the labour arnies' the last-naned had been one of the slogans of the

}(enshevi.ks. SPeakers frequentl'y demanded that the po"rers of the Tcheka' On the 24th'

theSovietSetuPaaeru,'cecoElitteaconsisti.Jtsoft.},rreenembersuncertheleadershipof
lashevich. It proclafuoeil a state of siege and gave ful)' porers in each factory to other

coffirittees of three ' t}Ia trolkl' aad appealed to officer-cadets for the raairtenance of

order in the streets' pI-"g"I"" from ths Cronstadt gailors took Part in all the neetLngs

in the principa'I factories and rere to give ar account of tha to their conra'des jl tbe

citadel. It is probably one such Eee tiBg vhich vas held on board the EEgtgIl9E5 ' 
oC

I'ebruary tE, in the Presence of the conoi'ssars of the fleet' It adopted a flfteen-poiat 
-

resolution,callirrgforthore-electionoftheSovietsbysecretbal].otafterafreeelect-'
ion canPaigr, for the freedoo of the press and and of ueeti:rg for the anarchists aDa tle

Socialist parties an'I for the rorkersr ald Peasants 
I uaions ' 

for a neetlng on March 10 at

the latest of a noa-party conference of the Yorkelst soldiers and sallon of ?etrograa'

croastadt and the regioa, for tho liberation of arl the loutical prisoners of the social-

ist parti.es and of persons srreste'l for havjn€ taken part jl vorkers' or lrasants' nove-

nents,fortheelectionofacomEissiontorevienthecasesofallthedataillees'forthe
sboliti-oEofthePollticaleducationandagitation"""tfoo''fortheequallsaticooffbod
rationsfors]'1!.orkerg,fortheabolitionofthed.etac}rnentschargedVlthseekijtgout
and requisitioning stocl:s of graia' as well as of all the Corum:nist units' the right of

peasantstodisooseoftheirlandandoftheiranj-oals'andforartisanstobefreeto
produce what they prease vhen they do not "'proy 

le"-l"tour (1) ' At this date there is

nothirg to lernit ttrls progranne to be regarced * i*t of an insurrection' The Petrogra(

d.efence ccmittee' any"ray ' did' not see it ilr thst liSht ' It sent t}lo orators to Cron-

stadt'thepresidentottheexecutive'Kalinjn''noi'aalreadybeenabletocalnseveral
strikes in Petrogra<l' and Kuznlrlr the codrissar of the fleet'

on l{arch I, these tvo leaders spoke ' 1l the Place de lrAncre' to sorne 6'000 sailorst

sold.iers and peasants' 
--*" 

t""t" Yas herdunder the presidency of the comrmnlst '

vassrriev, the head ". rn"i'.'"'"r'u:-'**l: :* nt:m:;: It:il:::triltr;
:::,;:::H.;:::::r,::::"".T::,,11""] '" "ui' u ""''"'"nce 'f delesa'ies 'i.
!=-;- t t''" sot'l"t (z) 'arrangp nev elections t

It vas at this conference' the next u'1' *"t 
::u x":"n::i.T:t::l::"t::T"?"1"""' "

; the Cosraunlst PartY woul
Hhen Kusoia stated thal
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actionary sense. ihe lyrical agreenent of 191? belongt:d to the past'

With the iniurrection and the lsPre.ssioa at Cronstadt there also ended tha dream of

Muhss,nandotherg,theuniflcatlonofr€volutl.onatT}l8rx1stsrlth}lbertarians.After
the aediatl.on of the AEericsD srarchlsts, Eoa Coldnall! and. Alerander Berluan falle'I'

Croustad'tYastobetbegyDbolofthehenceforthlrreconcllablehostultybetweeathese
tvo currcnts i.n the vorkersr noveuent'

The N.8.P.

rtvasnodoubtnotbychancethattheCronstadtrevoltco-iacidedvj'ththeadoptionby
the Teuth Congress of tha ?arw of a ra,llcal hrrn i-n econonic policy' lmoHn as the Nev

Econoaic Policy and fauilally called 'Nep"' Contrary to superficial but frequently re-

peated stateEeats, it vas Dot Cronstadt vhich ]ed to the adoption of Nep' but the saoe

difficultles lie at the origS-u of the troubl'es and the turn ' Tha roots of the events of

March ]92I Lj.e ilx the consequences both of the civll var and of lts eEd' Horeover' ve

nay believe that the turn to Nep' ras taken too late' antl that the Croastadt ir:'surrection

wastheprlceforthisuselessdelay:nostoftheeconoElcdeoandgofthenutjleersHere
*"r"i"u'i" the draft prepared by the co,,runist centrar conurittee duli,,s the first rnonths

of 1921 as Eeasures lneviiable in the ner sltuation'

The Nep. is ch.aracterised by the abolition of neasures of requisitlonilg' rhich are

are replaced by a progressive tarr by tbe re-establlshnent of free tradi-ng anil the re-

appearance of a narket, by the re h:ra to a loonetary econoE(f' toleratloa of Bediutr and

snall private'bdustry antl an appeal, under State control' for foreiSn inveshent' It

is an atteEPt to bleak out of the vicious cj'rcle of $a! coErlunl.3E and i! a certaj:r sease

bringt it to an eail, because 1t starts froD the uecesslty to encourage the peasant to

supply the Products of hls labour, ln order to open up the PoLlcy of i-Edustrial product-

lvity necessary to support the market, fur place of the necesslty to dlaa out of the

cou'rtryyhatisneededtofeedthetoYns..r{istorianghavetlelightedijrgtregsinsthe
tvo contradj.ctory lines i.n the explanatlons given by the leadlng counr'uri'sts Hho pr€-

sented. tbe Nep' sooetiraes as a tenPorary retreat snd sotreti'Bes as a r€ t[rn to the ecoDoE-

ic policy which had been sketchec out in 191- anc vhich had undergone a detout furposed by

the,rar.Thefactisttlatithadthed'oubleaimofencouragi.ugthePeasantnessesand
of developilg, vith indrBtry, the econonic and social bAses of the ner regixe ' It nas

i"aposed. by the repulse of the EuroPean revolution' as ttnil explained at the Tenth con-

gress: rtA socialist revoLutlon, irr A country lile ours ' can finally be victorious ' but

on tvo conditions, first? that it be supported at the r18ht roaent by a socialist revol-

uti.ons il one or severar advs.rrced countriea" ' i{e have do[e rruch to brirra thls condit-

1on about... But ve are still far frorn its resLlsatlon' The other"' is a compromise

betreen the proletariat vlrich exercLses its dictatorshlP o! hoLds state pover ill its

hands and the na.jorlty of the peasant PoPulation" (12)'

IrufactitHastheisolationoftheRussianRevolutlonxhichledtheBolshevikleadersto
advance the Nep., not the adoption of the NeP' vhich diverte4 them fron the aim of the



Drropean Revolutiou. Fol l'larch 1921 is not only tha Eonth of Cronstadt and the Tenth

congr€ssi 1! is also the roonth Yhen the i-nsurrecttonal stri'ke ras reF:lsed 1l Cenuny'

?hls nas hastily Prepared ' badly oiganisett' i'ulPosed oa the CentraL Co'onittee of the

Genaan party by the Hungarlaa BeIa Krm ' the enlssarSr of ziroviev' utillsed Perhaps ln

the hop€ that a revolutionary success vou-Ld reduce the necessif,y for the NaP' tu::a ' but

its defeat demonstrated that the tactic of the offensive ' of short-tero revolutionsry

perspectives' nust be abandoned' lenin and Trotsly vere at fjrst nearly alone' f ac i-ng

a hostile naJority, but succeeded finall| in convincing the delegates to the Third Con-

gress of the Inte:::ational ' Trotslgts speech concluded: 'Bistory has given the bourge-

oisie a breathi-ng-space ' ' ' The victory of the proletariat lrmediately after the var Yas

a historic possibility which has not been realiseil" ' We urus t t'r-ke advantage of this

period. of reLative stati'lisatiol to extend our idluence over the vorking class ard to

win lts Eaiority t"rot" a""i"i"e events arise' (ll)' Before the conflmnist partiea take

polrer, they ! st "Yin the nasses"' This is the task to vhich the Cotrmunj'st Internation-

al sum.,nons thero fron 1921 onvards '

'Ihe nonopolY of the lartY

The turn of NeP. '
Iiberalisation in the econororc sphere, vas an imPoltant stage on the

road. of the Pou'tical EonoPoly of the BolsheYik Party' The dictatorshiP had been justi-

fied, for better or for vorse' by the necessities of the oilitary struggle ' Nov it

nal.utai.:aed and stren€thened it self in the uarue of other dangers ' Ihe end of ra.r Coomun-

iso and the relaxation of cons trajnts irt fact restore'I thejJ strength to social forces

uhich until then had been held in check or even sulpressed; the richer P€asante, the

kulaks, the'nev bourgeoisie ' the neE:!, enriched by the recovery of trade and i-ndustry '

Il-ilo"g"oi" specialists and technj'cians enp)'oyed in industrv'

The Bolshevik leaders vere hautrted bv the fear that thev "o*u "::. 
tn:": 

:::*" 
coalegce

agaiast the :rgime' The Party Yas vearJr ' Zi'noviev declared rithout equivocation:

'il'[sliy Eilitsnts are tired to death; ve are demartliJlg an e:(trene noral tension from theE;

their faEilies are lir/ing il,r painfut condj.tions and the parw or chance transfer then

here and there. Inevitably a physical deterioration """"113" 
(t+)' The Soolensk

archives reveal that at tlris date l?i of the party vere tuberculo"s (15)' Ter)s of thotls-

ancls of the best uilltants rere dead' The end of the rar encouraged an influr of

careerigtsandplace-seekers,allthogeforvhonapartyCard.representedsocialinsrrr-
ance. In 191? the strength of the party came from lts old guard' In t921 this o1d

guard rras decirnated Rnd used uP' as vere its connections xith an ardent' coobattive'

generous and eathusiastic worki'ng class' A real r€volutionary proletariat Do }onger

existetl. Ihe proletarians Yho remsined vere turnlng avay from the party And its histor-

ic perspectives' to cling to the search for a problernatic ildividual solution' ilov

could the Bolsheviks accept free confrontation of ideas and free coBpetj'tion in the

elections to the Soviets, vh€n they lrrer that niae-tenths of the pooulation vere hostile

tb thera' Hhen they believed that their overthlov nould lead to bloody chAoe' to an even



a.

deeper descent il,lto barbarism and to the re turn of the leactlona4/ reglme of the pogrom-

ists?

Never siace Jwre 19I? had the Henshevi.ks had so nuch influence in the factorles and the

ruri.ons. Por the fj.rst tine they represented a real force anong the Yorkers t as v€ll as

the anarchlsts. The pronises of legallation rere thereforc not kePt' fn fact the

organisations vllich competed vlth the Party re,:e p'ohibited' iJ not ln lav' The i ournal

of the l€ft Socia l-Revolutionarles disappars in lray 1921' Sternberg nancgd to flee

lnto exiJe, but Kankov and Karelin disappeared in the Jails, Iike Spiridonova jll october

1920. There vere stllL nany anarchists at liberty i.n lebnrary 192I to attend the i'ulxeral

of Kropotk-in, but after cronstadt they vere arrested en nasse' l'(d<hno managed to 6et

avay to Bunania and Yoli-n' after a hunger strile' ras alloved to go abroad' Despite

IGmeney, s procises, the ageil Aaron Baron renaj.ned. il prison, vhlle his wife vas shot iI

Odessa. Ia autunn 1920 l'lartov received a passport for Cermany and ras to stsy there'

Dan eag arrested. after Cronstad't as vas to be allove'I'to emigrate later' !'3q6 Feb:uary

1921 the Henshevi-k j oumat Sots ial is t i (Sociallst essenger) aPPears i!

Gerrafly, but for several years Yas to be distlibuted nearly freely i,:o Russia'

tlany of th, former opPoDerts of the Bolshevils turned to?ards theE and soaetjmes net rlth

a varm :eception. semenov' later lrlown as Blunkl-n ' JojJec the secret service ' Yhere

thelet{asaplaceforthisfoi:6erterrorist'Thel{enshevi}s'suchastheoldnEcoooo-istt
r.artynov' Haisky, Yyshinsky, Troyanovslcy, aII camo ove!' the fact that the party had a

aonopoly of potltical lnwer neant that it becarae the sole organisE rithin vhidr dlvergent

cJ,ass pressures antl political disagreernents could express thenselves'

The Tenth Co SS

These nerr conditions He i6hed on the party which had to face up to tro kiads of coatradict-

ory ilperatives. on the one hand, it coul'd uot a<tnit' rithout losirg tts character as a

cooyrunist Party, to beconlng the closed battle-grounil of oppsed social forces' as 1ts

position as the sole party iJnplled' But, as the ?arty ln Po"{er' lt could not coDti-uue

to govern the cor.:atry rithout internal denocracy' l'1*e a rnllitary unlt' Yithout turni-Dg

its back on lts onn alns ' It felt obli8ed to filter ner r€cruitnents carefully' but at

the same tiTre it had to tP.ke car€ not to isolate itself or to fBIl back into a kiad of

free-Easonry of old courades, cut off fron the ner generati'ons vhich for some years had

been grovJlg up under the nerr regi-ne ' It Has because the party forrnd itself grappli''g

vith these contradictory necessities that it adopted solutions Hhich only latar rer.e to

revear the,serves as contradictory and even urutually excluslve, whtle nearry arl the

leaders aDd the nitltants r€garded. ther as coroprenrentary. This explalls thst the Tenth

congress, rhich its cotrtemPoraries regarded above all as the con€ress of vorkers' deuo-

cracyrecovered',becaaeiJrtheyearsthatfolloyed.thecongressrhl.chdeclaredsndpr€Par-
ed for aonollthisa by Prohibiting fractions '

It j.s i-Eprcbable that the influence of zi'oviev at the Tenth congress ras due to the ef-

forishehadme.depreviouslyinhiscarnpaignfortherestor^tionofHorkers'deEocracy.


