
On Jsruary 27, tg24 r Leni:o oled' The problen of h13 folual succ€ssior had already been

aettlotl.Thecolour].essryko:rbecaJDeFresidentoftheCouncll'ofPeoPl6|aComlssars.
Tlotslqr, vho ras 8t111 avay fron Moscor' Yas ramed too late' to letutn ln tl-De ' It

ras tho nenbets of the trolka rho presided at the funerary cerenonies' delivered tte

speeches anil celebratetl tt'l '"'o"y 
of the deceased' Stalir' the last orator' recited

the ncomandnentsn of the dead nan ln the styre of a litany. This alnost nystical er-

altatloa, reniliscent of the bible and nearer to the traditic'n of the priests of the

Orthodor Cturch than to the teachings of llarx ' sourded strangely i-n the great ha11 of

the Con€zess of Soviets: a Page had been turned '
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Chap ter }{lae. Tha Interregnru and the Nev EDosition

The transfomat10n of the Party

decided by the Thlrteenth Conference ' ras

The caopaip to recnrit ladustrial Yorkers'
The so-calLed' rleni! ApPaIn rras to

placeil under the patronage of the dead leadel'
mbers !1 a fev oonths ' and ended' by rals-

bri.g in nore ths! two h$dr€d thousand nen me

Despi te its labe1r the caraPa€rre ssrctioned
the party oembersh ip by 5crl in a year'

aprofoimd tt"rk fron the roethods enployed duri,ng Lenin's llfetise ' On the one haDdt

it nas no longer a question of the enttnrsi astic, convilced j oi-ni:lg by vorkers vho had

of that of s,rbitious people ob[ged tY the

been Yotr bY othe! PArty nenbrs r nor even

Eselves and' to sfor caPacity and devotlor''

force of thilgB to give the prsofs of the
ieil out ritllin the freDevork of the

It ras aor an almost officlal r€ cruituent ' carr
o trere ths offlcist authorlties and nho

factories ' uader the pressute of secletaries Yh

vo:ckers, coBcemed' above a1f rlth
did not Ia
thetr day

party. Tlre nercou

ck ueans of lressure rith vhlch 'to uaks

to dsy Ploblens srd' the aecessitlr to ke

erg' Eoreover' Yere for the Eo

ep their Jobs '
st part coEPle tely or largelY l8ckfutg

Join the otre and oDlY

education. theY f oroed the majoritY of rlhe 57fi illlterates $ho I accordiag to Stalin '

vere i.a the PartY ja l{aY 1924' ConsequentlY they nere a ).ong vay a{ay fron the Plo-

blens of pol1tics, iaexperienced and nalleable '

Io the han& of the aPParatus they formed a dociLe a:my' alveys fatli:rg ifl behind tbe

leadership, very distant il every vay fron the revolutionary spiri't of the Bolshev-lk

vorkerg, who r,ere to be sYsnPed under the nunbets of nulisir EeDbers ' In thei! favour

the lestrlctions j-uPosed ly the earlier congresses rere rBived: the Desconers rere to

use their nenbership riehts to the tuu, ::::-*j::Ir1il:"ffi"1""il"rl11"., """

;il ::";'i:':J:,ot':il1::,il[ffi::'ti' had earrier been demsnded' 
',e

can imagc-oe Do:3 easlly'frat a trtnp card thls ffo"a of ner nembers coulil be for roanl-

Fulatlna celle antl lesPoDslble party organlsms at the hands of the aPpatatus and of the

ceneral Secreta4r, Yhon rle renetlbor that the r€q]ilitnlent based oa the trl€nin Apleaf n

xas carrled out in Paral1el rlth a Purge ttBt' this t!@ ' vas ailed at tho supPorters

of the opPositiou of tne +5' t{e can understand hov t'[oloto? could declare ' in thege

*conditiong: r'f'lxe develoFnent of the party irr the futur€ ril'I' Yithout any doubt' be

hooert nn the lenin loreaf" (1)'



The Cult of I€n1n Begias: the Suppression of the Testament

The funeral gpeeches and artlcles. get the tone for a nev period. the Congress of Sov-

iats, vhich ras iu aession at the ti.ne of Ieni-n's death, ctrange d the aame of Petlograd '
vhlch bec6.ae lenJagrad. ft nada Jautrary 21 an aruIual day of nournl'8 ' It decldetl to

e:cct nonraeats to hls uenorT Il1 every c1ty, to enbaLu his body aDd Ptace lt i:r a Eausol-

eun und.er the Krenlla *a11s, so that pil€,r1ri8€p s could be aade to the raumy. lrhe volco

of K-rlpskaya alonE ras raised. agalrrst these decision, the seni-religious irspiration of

rhlch ras surprisirg 1n revolutionaries:

nDo not penait yorlr nourzrlng for Ilyich to take on fonts of erternaf revercnce fo!
his persoa. Do not erect nonr:ments. Do not 51ve his na.oe to palaces ' Do not

organlse ceretnonles to his aeorory. He attached so 1itt1e ildportance to all that.

Al.1 that so snnoyed hi-E. Remeober the poverty... that still exists in ttle cou[trJr.

If you rant to honour the neuory of Yladi-air Ilflch, buj.Lal creches, kjndergarteD.s '
houses, schools, libraries, nedical centres, hospitals, hooes for jnvalids' and '
especial.ly, put his priaciples i-ato practice".(2)

Zlnovlev r'ss promotea to the r6t1k of Etgh Priest 8!d declared: 'tlenia is dead' Leni-n-

io 1ives".,(l). The Central Conrdttee resolved to start a nev journal, "The BolsbeviJrn,

i:rteailed to stmarise "Leniaisuln systeraatically il siraple propositioa vhich a1I could

und.erstalxd,. None the less, the problen of leniars testanent stlu hsd to be gettted,

rlth Kr:upskaya bellevjJlg thst it should te b"ought to the notj.ce of the party in respect

for the dead uanrs rlshes. The docr:srent vas read on Uqy 22 to a session of the Central

Co@lttee enlarged by the attendance of tha oldest party rnembersl it there produced the

effect of a bonb. Zinorriev ,totc" f1", to the help of StaliJx' whon the docr.rment, i:r

the atnosphere of adoration of the deceased, seemed to condemn beyond forSiveness: he

declared:

nllfich's last vord is the highest

of Lenla haYe shoYa themselves to
our General Secretary. Iou haYe

years and, ljJ<e uyself, hava been

been realised. "(4)

1an for us... but on one Potlt at least the fears

be unfounded. I vish to sp€ak of that concerniag

atl. witnessed our codnon work during these last

hsppy to confi:a that the fears of flyidl haYe not

Hj.th the support of Kalenev he proposed that StaLin be retairred irr the position from

vhlch Leaijo rlshed to reaove hjr. No opposition ras openly raised. The natural con-

sequencs folloved. Despite I'.nrpskaya, who ranted the testalDeDt read to the

PaltJr congress ' the Central corrittee decided by scrne l0 votes to 10 to keep it secret

and to couualgpte 1t only to the leaders of the deLegations to the congress. Trotslcy

remained sll.ent fr:oD the begilrnilg of the meeti-ng to the end: for years, his silence

ras to aake hiu the accourplice of the f alsif ier=.. Por the second ti-ne his abstentloa

rescued Stalia and those r,ho, ln de ify5.ng Lenln alld concesLlng his last Yishes ' ahoYed

that mai:rtai-nlag thetrselves i! porer d.omilated their other pre-occupations. In any



case lt sheds llght on llLs aubsequent abstentloa: for trotsky, the psrty reEalned the
party and tlose vho led it had to be treated rith respect, in the lnterests of th€
party ltself, ubatever ni.ght be their vagaries,

Tho Thlrteenth ConSTeSS

Yith the danger of tha testaneut out of the yay, tho Thirteenth Congress, ol)enilrg on

MqY 21, nas to be for those yho had Hon the day a repetltlon on a larger scale of the

Ihirteenth Conference, and rith gEeater lustre. Flrst Zlnoviev touched on the questlcr
of the struggle about the ner course ln a long openl''g speech, xhlch levelled a ner
charge aga5ast the OPpositloul ia a self-gJ.oriflcatlon of the leaders who had suraoru1teC

the crisj-s and defeated the Danoetn-re ai.aed at veakening the party through the Central
Committee. ' }{o doubt ilraring encoutagenent from Trotslcyrs. silence over Ore busiless of
the testanent, he declared that the controversy had sho'rn that it rras rrnor a thowand
tines oore necessary than ever that the palt]r be rnonollthict'. Ee returned to ttle in-
dicfuent of Trotsky and rrent so far as to demand frm the Opposition a public rstract-
ioa and recognition of lts erors: 'i!he most sensitlve course, that ruost vort\r of a
Bo).shevi.k, vhich the opposltioa cou.Ld tske lrould be to cone to the platfora of the Con-

gress Itfd saX, 'I have uade a raistale 8nd the party ras riehtti(5).

Ilris preteati.rin xas rithout precedeut in Bolshevi} hlstory and roused sorao feeliag anoag

the delegates. Kmpska;ra, nhose Eoral authority as the rridoy and collaborator of leni-u

ras hlghl vas to take the floor to say that lt vas 'psychologically u.Dacceptable". She

vas to 6'iYe Trotsky the opporhrnity for a simple, digaiJied reply, xhich has often been

ois-lnterpreted by hlstorians in an opposita directioa i.rr their desire to fjnd ir lt
sone thircg nore than a declaratlon by a disiiplhed party nenber:

iNothlrg could be easler that to state in front of the palty: 'A1I uy cliticlsDs,
and all Ey declarations, all uy warrlings, all ny protests, all that rras nothing but

a nistake frorn begi:nni.rlg to endr. But, courades, I do not thi.rk so... The

EogUsh have a sa;dlg: 'Hy Country, dght or rrlong! t. t{e c8n s{y, Hith nuch

greater justificatlou: whether it be right or l{rong, on certaia questions or at
certai.n nonents, it is ny part1r. "

He repeated rhat had already inpregnated. the pages of "fhe Nen Course":

"In the last :=sort, the party is alrays right, because it is the unique historical
instruDent vhlch the wolklng class possesses to resoLve its prob1ens... One can be

coE€ct onLy rith t.l.e party aDd throu€h lt, because history has not yet created any

s.aothe! Eeans by yhlch to be correct" (5).

Defeate{1 he suboltted, but he d1d not despalr of cdrrrhcbg. In factr he ruairrtalaed

that he trag correct, and, rhen he took up aI). tha argr.raentn vhldr had beea dsvelopeil be-

fore the Ihlrteenth Cooforence, he none th6 less e;i, carefirl to dLstb€uish lli-Bsslf froE
the 45, by uakiag clear that ha rraa opposed to grcups J.a the party' becar:se lt xould be

diffj.cuLt not to ldeutlfy tha rith fractions. Preobrazhenskl also ras to speak, In
protest againql the fact that the p:rge had especially been ained at the Opposltlcn, and
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to questloa (as Trotsky had not done) the use by the Central coorlttee of the success

ofthe"Iini:rAppealtr:nlt.revealsanbadnlsslbleoptlnlsatoclairthatthisentry
of yorkers lnto the party coDfiri's antl approres everythLng that Ye have done in Eatters

of i.uteraal poIlcy, llcludfug the bur€aucratic pewerslons" (?)'

In a nunber of reaolutions tbe Coagrese approve d' the declsicils of the Ihirteenth Confer

ence and the ri,,e of the central comittee. rt repeated the condemation of the opPos-

ition, rhich nfhe BqlsheviJcn ras'to attack agaln a fer days later for ni.nte:nsl seni-

Menshevisn, a quarte! of fienshevism, a thousanil tines nore dar€erous than lo(rl Henshev-

ism, the real Menshevismr ' at a noment rhen "1Od Bolshevi-k u,:rihrrr vas necessary (8)'

The nBolsheYisation n of the InternationaL

Accoldin8toofficlslhlstory,itYaslnlg24thstthelnternationalvag"Bolsheviged'...
Betreen lgtg antt lga j.t had been constmcted. on the perspective of imsrediate r€volutioD-

ary stnrggles, vhich could lead in a short ti'Ee to the seizure of pover i-!r seversL lands'

In this vay ale to te explai-neil the tYenty-one 
.conilj'ti'ons 

imposed on Parties for their

nembership, and the constlhltion' rhich erwisaged uakfua lt a centralised vorld party;

an ni-aiernational Bolshevik party". lcnin alone vas arurious ab out this &Bsificatiou:

this organlsation, artiJicially irrposed on parties xhich had neither the experience nor

the tradj.tica of the hlssisn revolutionaries ' tisked r€tardi'ng their develolment' The

d.elegates to the Tbird cong:.ess ilid uot follor him' aAI laore th'a they folloHed hjr at

the secoad coagrass' rheu he propose<I to base t'he Eecutive iu Berlia' irr order to reduce

the lnflueDce of the Russian leadersfrlp, and recslled the excessive jdluence of the

Geraan sociallsts l-B the Seccod Internat ioaal '

In factr even durfug his liJetime, the opposite prevailed' The Comunist parties 
'

sna11 sects like the British party or Isrge parties of a social-deo ocrstic type lil(e

theltalisnorthellrenchlartiesrhatlneithertheexperienceofstruggtenorthelead-
ers capable of standiag up to the hrssian ]eaders' fire German Coro'ourrist Party after

the assassjnatj.on of lj.ebloecht and Rosa Lui(enburS' ras divided into several violently

opposed tend.encies. rts fomer secletaryr Paul Iavi' was excluded in 1921' for havi'g

publicly cond.emned the insurrectional actiou ln llarch ' Ienijl 
'tid 

his uhost to retaijr

hin in the party i.a brder to avoid the solit and' after his exclusion' rrote to the

Germa.n Comunlsts that he had nonly lost his treadn (9)'

But the concem to educate and to effect agreenent disapPeared xith leni:l from the

International. Ziaoviev nas to nale the counu[ist Psrties servi]e orge-nisations ' en-

tirely dependeDt on the Executive, on the pretext of nBolshev-isin8" them' Aur€d

Rosmer vri-tes as a rltness a-nd a participant: 'By Eeans of emissarj'es vhom he sent to

aI1 the sections, he suPpr€esed all opDosition before the Congress' t{her€ver resist-

ance ghorred itself, the uost varied Tethods rrele used to bLeak it dorn; i't Yas a (ar of

attritlon, jl nhich the rrorkers nere defeated in advanc€ by the functionaries ' rho hs4

-aL[ the time in the vorlal and lnposedtuEe:minable .d.isorssLous; for the sske of peace'

a1I vho ha,d peroittett theosel'v€s to criticise end rho Yere rorn down by the ue iaht of



the hternationsL elther provisionally gave vay o! took thenselves away' (10)'

After Tr6tsky nas d.efested, all those vho had defehlett him vere pr:nished ' Boris

Sworil, oae of the founders of Cooldunistrr in France t xas put ort of ttre leadershlp and

thenoutoftheParty,forhavingtranslatedandPJblished"TtreNerEor::ge'r'Brantller
vas held solely responsibte for the defeat 1n Cemany aad ras removed froo the leader-

shipoftheceroanComorrnistlarty.ThePolishConnunists,Harski,l{aleckiandl{era
Kostrzewa Here r€looved, for havil1g protested. against the attacks on Trotsky. At the

Fifth Con€ress Zjlorriev proroisetl to "break their backsn' In a reply to Stalin on

Juty r, l92+, Hera Kostrzeva advanc€ d the cherge: "He are against the creation inside

thepartyofanafuosphereofperoanentconfliet'oftensi'onandofrancourbef'reenone
and anothelt... I an convjnced that rith you.r systen you are going to discredit afl the

partyleaders,oneafteranother,andlfearthatatthedecisivemomenttheproletariat
rill no longer have tested people at its heatl' The leadershlp of the revolution coul'd

fall iato the hahds of ad.ventur€rs, of those rho ncook sPicy dishesn and of careerists'l

(rr).

But the toae yas set at the pifth CongE€ss by another nilitalt, the yourg Ge:man Ruttt

Fischei. She rras eloquent ar.d enthusiastic, but rithout ar5r experience cif the class-

struggle, the coEPanion of Maslov, a Germarr nilitant of Russia:r origi-a' the spokesman

of the left ir\ 1923. zinoviev imposed her at the head of the cerman Comunist ParW I

i]1 the place of the old Guard of the DilitAnts of t}Ie spartscus League ' vho Ber€ con-

d'emredas',right-wt:€ers.,.Ruthl.ische!Yasthelaca:aationofthe''Bolshevisationn
tendency. she tlenounced Trotsky, Radek and Braniller as I'l'lenshevi.k liqui-datorsn aad

csl1ed for the luternationat to be transfo:ted hto na rorld Solshevi.k Partx" a Bono-

lith from xhich all tenilency struggles rould be €acluded'. In fact thls programe was

already three-quarters reaLlse<I. fhe defi-uitive suboldijratioB of the coruuu-rrist partles

to Moscov ras possible only because this Bolsherrjl party retailed in the eyes of the

advanced vorkers the revolutionary prestige of vlctory in the October Revolution' Uera

Kosf,rzewa e:pressed. the feeling of ng]ry Couuunists rhen, at the end of her jaterventlou'

she toltl Zilloviev and Stalin: 'rYou lo:ov that He cs.nnot flght agains t you. lf tonorr-

01{ you vere to caLl oa the Polj-sh vorkers to ctroo 9e betreen us and. tha coltrlru]li-st Inter-

national , you lmo, very ve11 that ve roul"d be the first to. te11 then to fotlor yorn (12).

The pseudo-Bolshevisation kiUed off fudependent Cornrutmist critical spirj.t and thought.

It thereby destroyed every chance of naking the parties of the IntemationaL jnto parties

capable of playilg the role vhich the Bolsherj-k party ?layed l-n Russia'

The rrlessons of October'i and the Second CanDa rgn agaiast frotsky

Though as a d!.scipll]1ed miLltant lbotsky accepted that he nust subnlt 8Id be sll'ent' he

contijrued to be a source of anxlety to the t!ol&a. "The Bolsheril<n of .lrne 5, L924.

did not conceal 1ts ii-ritation at the 're1astlc i'peech' he nade at the Th1lteenttr Con-

gress. At the s&ne tirne ' it had ao irtterest 1n proYokfuS hlu and, froo the nooert vhen

-he accepted. silence on the essential poli.tical probLens, 1t sought to avold do i:tg so'

c0.



Eou€ver, trots$ yas not prepared to let triBserf be buried unde! sranders. .An opport-
urdty to expDess hluself ras offered by the publtc8t1oa, ptlJected. loag before, of vor-
une rrr of h1s nHrltin€s aad speechesn, by the state Frbllshllrg Eouse, dwoted pre-
clsaly to the year 1917. T,lxeso docr.Eents rers obviously l-r=efittable 1n thensetves.
They gave to Tlotslcy the prace rhicrr vas hls i! the co'se of the revoluti.on, fi"st
after Lenia, as he freeJ.y adroitted, lf Dot first rith hin. But for the ni.litant and
the ux-r€peDtant fi.ghter history has no value if it 1s not understood and aralysed, ancl
if it does not serre as an i',stru,oent for chan8,iag the rorrd. hotdcr ras to introduce
the thlrd voLuee of his rorks nith a study as big as a thick panphlet; in lt he dear.s
trith the lessoas rhich appeared to hln to be essentlal, ll reltion to October L9L?, and
brlags together the princlpal id.eas abo,t the role of the party .1n the course.-of the re-
volutiou vhlch be defentled many ti-oes and particularly irr the course of 1.92J. He in_
tended to use the sorid' lrt=futable basis prcvlded by the past, vhich the docuoents
published by the state hrbrishfu€ House suppried to hia, as a spri,g-board by mear* of
rhlch the whole party could galn an trnd.erstand.llg of the stage rtrich nas hardry begirring,
for the.f\ture.

The cloSely-rritten pages of the preface, entj-tJ.ed ,rThe Lessons cf October,,,. painted
first a geaeral pictura of the history of the Bor.shevi* palty. Trotsky disti-oguished
thlee periods la 1t: the preparatory peri.od before I9I7, th6 revolutiona:T perlod of
19u, and the lnst-revolutionar, period. 0f the three, the second. ls ev:ideatry the
epoch rhlch he :?gatts as decisi.vB - and thls Js aot nerely because Trotslcy ras t]]e i.E_
caraation of Bolshevlsru i,, 1t, as the then-current description of BolshevisD as nthe
parby of Icni.a ard Trotslgn establishes.
of the pari7, its hlstoric justification.

The second period xas the test par excellence
And the history as it eoerged fron the docu-

nents, rriti-ngs and speeches of Trotsky, as frrcm tlose of anyone else, revea.Ls t'o cris_
es withlr the party in the course of l9l?; that of April, rhen the nrajority of the cadresof Bolshevisn, having ruoved torards concj.Lai.tion rith the l{enshevilcs and adaptation to
a denocrati'c republi.c, reared up under the btows which leni,, deaIt then, as he spert out
the Der orientatlon, Hith the support of the workers' va,gr:a:rd. - and that of october,
rhen zi:rorr1ev, Kamenev and, part of the Bolshevi-k generar staff subaitted to I€nfui oDLy
because he was able to Ein the assent of the broad nasses and to demonstrate to then by
actioa aad success that his poiat of v-ier ras couect. The ,lessonr is an importaDt
oae: lt ls the authorlty of Lenin and hls sense of deep soclal movenents rtr ich a-Lone
could dlspose, at the ti-ae of the declsive test, of that Bor.shevik old cuard Hhich in
192J claiued to be the guardian of the tradition. ltotslcy stresses that nej.ther zino-viev ao! Kaneuev had the stightest title to crai-a ,,L,eni-n1su,, as theirs, to the ertentthat, ln the course of decisive events, alrd especially on the eve of the seizure of
poxe! ' (th1s valr vhen one sees the Ievolutiona.ry butlder), they took their positi.on
agalast lenin, rhou h6tsky, rhose past not not a Aolshevik one, supported. vitbout r€_
servatLoa.

EE passed fron october 19L? to octob€r 1g2j, anat outllned the sltuation ir cermarv i!



irr the precedi.ng year, and the hesitations of the German Comunlst Party' vhich let the

favourable urooent pass and collapsed rithout a flght' The celxan october confimed

legatlvely vhat the Rrrselan Octotier had denonstrated posittvely' It vas the sane partJr

leailergrhohadregPongibil'ltyforthelnterrtatloEal.ofyhlchZl.uovl'evvasthepresitl-
eut' aDd lfith 1t fo! the set-back of the Ge:uaa Revolutlcn ' Hhen they strould have made

a tura and uarchetl boldly to pover, they had experienced the sane consewative reflex ag

six years earlier j:o Russia' The Gel an workirg class' in a favourable obJective sltu-

ation, had a Coun:nist p€rty, but it did not have ' either at the national or the i::tei-

nationaL level, a leadership of the stature of that of l,enin' That was Hhy it Yas de-

feated.

The atteck vas d.evastatj.:rg. rt vas thoroughly buttressetl by contemPorary history and

resllty and soIld. enough to stand up to any test' Hovever' 1t placed the accent on the

roleoftheleatlership,atthehighestlevel,therebyrnirrirnisilgtheroleofthopsrty
itself ia the eyes of Dany Eilitsnts ' In the end' vith its replies to the 'rrevelationsn

of the troi-ka about rrotsly's Menshev-j! past by vhat ras rdarry a nrevelatlonn of the

flconciliato:y,r past of Zinoviev and lGnenev, i't gave the iopression of a Frsonal

squabbld,a drsplay of dirty lirlen' which ll the end would help to discredit all the

protagpnists thus tlesperately tryi-ng to deEolish the others' legens about being iroE

Bolsheni-ks 8nd falthful Lieutenalts of I,elir '

pravda aanouaceil the pubucation of the book, rith lts un-publisheil preface I on 0ctoter

L2. leter anil r:-ne sorlin have stressed, ir their Deticulous exanination of the press

thst lt ras. not until Noveaber 2 that an article entitle<I rrHow not to rrite the history

of octobern Eeatloned agsh the book rhich every nilltant loer. Frou Novenber 12 qa-

vatds the j ourt:a].s rere filled xith letters an'I EotioDs of protest fron 1oca1 o!8EDis-

ations. one nay ueII believe that they were i:r r€sPonse to instnrctions frco the apper-

atus, vhich fully explains rhy there ,.ere so n8ny, grhJr they all appeard sLlEultaneously

as weLl as the interva] before thei! appearance ' vhich cannot be explained ia any other

Yay.

Iu any case, the canpai6n rhich broke out t{as to be one of ex t raord jjrary vi'olence' ve

witl content ourselves vith a list sr[usrising the articres deYoted to the preface in

these fev reeks by the }eaders: on Novenber 18' there Yas lrLenjniso or Tmtskyisnrr' by

KaEenev (r+); on Novenber 1!, there nas "TrotslryisE or Leninisort by Stali:r (f5); ot'

November ,0, there Yas "BolshevlsE or frotskylsnrr' by Zilovi'ev (I5)' AlL of these

artlcres chargeal rrots]ry rith ,,revislonio,r ard 'tt:Tirg to "llquldate Lenjrlsu" Then

caDe the srtlcles 8€ialtrst the rrpe::oanent revolutloan; IGnenev again oa Decesrber 10'

Bukharta oa tbe 12th, stali.n on the oth (orie of hls flrst lnculsioEs iato theory) ' vhich

coEclud.ed' i! hls orn peculiar stJrle: 'rlt is not vith honeyed sPeeches and rottea diplo

. rncy ttrat.the yaYnfuig 8u1f betveen the theory of' the ipernanent tevolution'r and lanl-r'lo

can bo @ncea1ed. n

.f,trose vere the blg guns. But Trotsky became a target from all sldes' xlth the sustai-ued



f1!e made possibre ty control of the press by the apparatus, the systeuratic use of all

the doclDents existfug 1n the archives, erhuiatlon fmu poleuics of the past' of

vhlchtherer,asnoshortaSe,andexhibitionoftheirnostcuttinsPassagesvithoutex-
planation and out of context' the reader of Bggg was to. learn th'Bt l'enln treated'

trotslqr as a npign at the ssme Eosrent as ?rotsky !'as conflding his grievances 'cdl+t
Lenintothel,lenshev-jkChkheidze.l{ell-chosentextsandtell-cut-outquotationscould
g'ive the impression that Trotslqy was alnays an antl-Bolshev-jk and the irreconcilable

ad.versary of LeniJr. Even those vho hatl not forSotten 19I? could yield under the press-

ule of these li-nes. It tnattered Little that ZLnotiev and Karnenev had been treated ag

rryellovrr and Stath as a fprison gcr€r't, because the first statement Yas not repeated

and the secbnd r,as udsrorn ' The ordi'lary party EeIDber' fo! HhoE 1917 irl the best case

ras only a glorious legentl, ad:aitted, sometloes Dot rlthout bitterness' the rote of the

wicked trotslcy, Hithout rea11y beli'evlng in the virtuei of the Horthy Zinoviev' In

the troilca Stalh was spattered least, because hls ulaor role before and during 1917

enabled hi-!l to escaPe the discreilit rhich ras the Lot of t}re forner protagonists '

Atthe-enaofthecilrilvar,I,eni.n.hatldefiaitivelyrehabilitated.zinovieYarrd.Ka.aeaev-
orsohethouaht-vhenherroteintiCoudnistlnte::national"r:rtlnmediatelybefora
the 0ctober Rerolutioa aatl i'uaedlately after Lt a certala nr:rnber of excellent Comudsts

La Russia comltted a nistake nhich no one voultl be riUl4s to nention today' llhy?

Because, if lt is Dot absolutely necessary, 1t 1s a nlstake to r€Peat uistakes which

bave been conpletely corrected (1?)' one slngla voice vas raised irr 1924 to eet a

hearilg for a vieq)oilt fi11ed rith concera to consetre 811 the precious cadres ' vhich

had leit Ieaia hlnself both to lrelcome as his equal this trpig" Trotsky and to retain at

hls side 15g rryellortr zlnoviev and (arnenev ' Kmpskaya said in fact on December 15 that

"she does not koor vhether Trotsl(y is guiLty of aLL the nortal sins of vh'ich he is ac-

cused., not without Polemlcal i'rrtent"; she remlrrded of his real role i:r tgl? and vhat the

partJr o{ed hi-u, but ended sqylng "when a comrade li}e tlotslv take ' perhaps inconsciqus-

ly, the road of r€vlslng Leninisa, the party has its vord to ""'.' 
(ra)' A letter frcE

trotslq, publishetl i-n Pravda on Dec eruber 20' pointect out that his book was si'np1y the

d.evelolment of ldeas Hhich had f::equently been expressed W him earlier snd which hsd

never brought down such attacks upon trin (19)'

At colurnns t }ength the secretariat, throwh atl the corunittees, schools, instructors and

propagsndlsts, fabricated "Trotskyison ' A11 the tine lrotsky had under-estinated the

role of the Party and, since I9Or, h8d defended conceptions vhich undensi:red its foutrd-

ationsandEadehi.Ethe,lspokesBanofPetw-bourSeoisinfluencesrt.Atthessnetitre'
he hatl always under-estiroated the Peasantry and defended a policy'vhich risked breakfug

the arliance between vorkers and peasants. ALr his disagreements rrith Lenia ln the

past, on the Pr*-!rar larty, on Brest-Lltovsk' on tle trade unions ' rere e:plaLaed by

these vlcLous beLleis. It nas due to theso satle devlaiions that he advocated' pl'affilra'

theuetho.toftheautocrat,Indt]st!14].lsatlontothedetrl.nentofthepeasants,andth"at
he rorked to ilestroy floo rithfui the leadership rhlch hatt unnasked him' Develolrd Ia

)).
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thls ray' ul,enlalse became no nole than 8n 811b1 to Jwtify the cuEent Policy' the

lron ha.rrd'jn the Psrty and the concesslon:r to the Peassrrts'

Ttre party had to be educated. A lesolution of the cantral Cosmlttee on January 1?r

1925 declaleit to 'c8rr13'u the rork of trn-Ye1ltlg the antl-Bolshevll< chslacter of Trotsky-

lsElland'tlntroduclDSlal:otheplogTaEnesofpoliticaletlucationtheexplarratlonoflts
anti-Solshevik character" (20). ftle revisioE of history ltgelf vas near' For the pr€-

sent, Trotsl<y ras xartred that, having by h1s atta&s given to 'raati-Soviet elernents'

vacillati-ng eleoentsn the lsignal for re;rou;nent against the policy of the parfirrr l rrif'

hebtaD*ed to the BoLshevil party an effectlve s,bortlnation rae requireil'..and not Bsrely

a yelbal subroission to disclPllnet and a total' r:n-conttltlonal !€nr'lciation of 8L1

struggle aga-jast Icni.aisn't, i.n other xords, 811 opPositlon' ll13 Place vas no lonepr at

the i{ar Coonissariat antt in the Revolutionary War Comittee: at his request' he had been

relieved of these f\rDctlons. Nothina but the oPPosltloE of Stslin' xho vas alralrs

circluspectYls-a-vl.ghisal]les,preventedzl.noYlevantl&:nenevfronobtailingltots}gls
exclusion froB the party. The yormg Comuuaists of leniagrad rere demandlng it at the

tops of thelr volces.

The Diffio:ltles of the N.E.P.

The eli:ainatiou of trotslqr floo the gove:''ooent tn' Lgb ras ln sr-Er only the fj-na1 result

ofthedefestoftheoppositioa1:rlg2,.Butnerdlffigulties$eretoproYokeDewcon-
fllcts. h 1925 and 1924 the leadership hatl naintalae<l the l{er Econonlc Policy; it

r.aE j! the deveropoent of lts consequences that the root of the ne, opP sitions is to

be fourd.

Tn L98 Russia hacl certainly energed fron the perloil of crisis rhich had reached lts

leak!I$lEtDerlg2S.Thecourrtryrasatxolt,thefletilsrer€beirlScultivated''the
factory rheels nere turnilg, the trails were rrruilng snil trade ras busy' None the less'

there csn be no ll1usj.ons. Agiorlttrre rras stlll as backnard as ev€!' No heaw ia-

dustry had leally be€a re-€stablished lnto vork' The prospe!1ty of private trade

ci. Bot concea] the the row lever of life generally to vhlch 1ts coatributed, because the

900 million roubles invested in private commerce earned 4@ ruillions annually in ilter-

est. The class struggle continued' the peasant ' to be sure' and his faoily' had

enough to eat, but they sere practlcally deprived of all' lndustrlal products ' the prlces

ofrhlchweretricethoseofPre-ra!'vhilepeasantlro.luctlonbroughtliasmuchasbe-
fore, but. also the norker earzred anil ate less than before the rar '

SocialoppositioasYeredrarnjlthecitiesbeh{eenthgrgcently-enrichedtradesand'nep
nen on. the oae haa6, the neal adnlnistrators and speclallsts, and, on the othe! hand' the

rorkers, but these oPPositions rer€ not less i'n the countryslde ' Sotoe J - 4l of the

peasants, the kulaks, the YelL-sltuated Peasantsi rere the real beaeflciarles of the

Nep antt the r€-aPPeararce of the narket' They occrrpled one-hal:f of the soYn land anct

6oiofthefarmuachl.r.ery.Theyaloneprofittetlfrornthesalaofthesurplusofthelr
i"op. 25 of the rlchest kulaks supplled 5oi'1 of the prducts rhlch leached the narke t'


