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Chapter Ten. fhe Strugg1e of the Unified OPPo si-t ion

I?rebattleatthefourteenthCongressYastobenonoE!thanaprefacetothesro:-i'n-
portsnt tattle nhlch ras Jolleit rlthl-a t'he party' The Party had Just declded' rmanlc-

ously' to chan€e t}te trsrne of the parti'for t'he secod tlse ' and to becone nthe CoDEur-

ist Party (nofsnev*) of the USSR'i. It vas to ritness the rise of the coalition of

the tvo oppositlonsl that of L9D and that of 196, and the gathering together of what

could appear 8s the elite of the party and of the 01d cuard a8aj-nst the leadership in

the h:nds of the Ge:rera]. Secretary. Perhaps, as the najority of the historians think'

the aLliance of Trotsky lrith zinovj.ev and Karnenev vas inevitable, after first one and

then the others had seen thelr effolts broken agatrst the dominatjng pover of the appar-

atus. Horever, this was less evident to the actors in the drama ' In fact' it ras

from Zi-noviev and Kamenev, whom moreover he regarded as his principal adversaries,

that Trotsky had receiverl the nost serious blons, and he dial not have then to thalk

for his isolatlon beilg only relative, since he contlr:ued to be a member of the Polit-

buro. ft was partly thanks to Trotslqpr s attacks and revelations that Kanenev 8nd

especially Zinoviev had lost the prestige rhich presented theru as the lieutenants and'

1ater,,as the successors of Lenin, in the front ra-nk of the troilca.

ft seens like1y that neither of the contending fractions at the tr'ourteenth Congress

ignored the inportant factor rhich the i-nterrrention of Trotslqy oi6ht be in the conflict
ln xhich !r-is conquerors rere tearing each other apart. Ziaoviev had reveafed Staliars

underhand sttacks on hin. Stalin had re'reaLed that he had ref'used to exclude hin from

the party 
'. as the other triunvirs had deruanded. !'likoyan had contrasted trotsky's

tiiscipJ.ined attifitde to the attitude of the Lrnln8raders, and Tomsl<y had contrasted

the clarity of his position to their subterfuges' rarosravslg and Karirri:t had re-

proached theu for the methods they had used against hio. Kmpskaya had paid honage

to hjr at length, while Lashevich had adnitted that he had been right on many of the

points il the f98 di.sclrssion. However, Tro tslcy had remained silent. he had inter-
vened only tyice anC then briefly, once to suDport Zinoviev, yho iustj.fied his hostile

atti.tude the preceding year by declari::g that they could not elect a nan to the PoU't-

buro gho '.,es accused of so many mistakes, and the second time to protest when Stalin

a.nnounced "reprisals" "aainst the Lenirgrad o rganisat j.on.

l{e nay belleve, rlth the na.iority of the historlans, that this abstentj-o! from the

flght irr L9?5 vas the gr€atest tacti.ce-I error of Trotekyrs caree!. 'ihe fact ls that

this appreciatlon ls easier for snyone vho lf,lows the hlstory that foUoHed. ?rotsky's

personal fee),iIg vas that ther€ ras no thjng to choose betreen the protsgonists on either

sid.e. On January A, Lg26, he vrote to Bukharj-n to remlrrd hin hov tre (trotsky) had

been treated as a demagogue in 1924 for havin6- saiil - rith r,: tlace of exaS'Fration'

as he recognised - that the communist rorkers of Leningrad vere 1itera1ly rrtuuzzled" by

-the apparahrs. He observed th.at the same wranimlty relgned today, in the opposite

yay, on the one hfrd ln Lenlngrad and on the other hnnd ln the other otganisations in



the country. A11 alilce were grio' ped by the apparatu""" (t)' Thi's position seems to

have had the general support of Trotslcy's friends anil of the nucleus of the I92' OPpos-

j.tion. After all, Zinoviev antl Kanenev vere the i:rventors of nTrotstgisrn'r and the

"trotshrigts'r irl Leningratr di'l not f'iL to exPress thelr sceptlclgm about the rcr'ay de-

fence of and exarnple of vorkers I denocracy by the ttbossesn of the Conm:ne of the North'

Trctslqf ras to declare later: 'tThis exPlosion caught me completely by surPrise ' I

remaiued hesitant duri-ng the Congress ' because the situation vas developi:rg' It was

not completely clear to "" 
(Z)' Personal notes r€Iroduced by Deutscher add sone

pojnts to thi's: according to hin there is 'nore than a graln of truth" in the ldea

thatthelgSOppositionwasacontiruationofthatofLgZl'becausethehostilityof
the Congress to the Leni:rgrad people leflected that of the cormtry against the cities'

trotsky lookeal for a levivar in the vorking class, vhich the tribune zinoviev rould'

tlms express il his own way' but which he hoped rould take forms other thaD the fvulgar

shoutirgir of these people nhom he belleved to be nrightly aiscredited" (l) '

The Unificatlon of the ODposition

In reality, to the extent th'Bt the tvo groups ' the old opposition 8nd the ne'' stood

for a rking-c1ass ' internationalist prograrone ' d'enouced the same dangsr ' the alli-

ance of the kul8ks, the nelmen and' the bureaucrats' the degeneration of the parhr urder

Stalia and his flactlon' to tt':'" extent it vas inevitable that the forces rould cone

nearer to each other' Bu}:trari-a retained a senti'oental attachnent to trotslry' but the

position of the Ieni.ograders serior:sly alarrned hin; he hoped for a Eo,ent to check the

union which naJs' Here forecasting. Trotsky a€reed to d.lscuss rith hin' fie rrote' on

January A, to f*f'"rio: r'I lsroll that some comradeg' ilclud'ing ' 
perhaps' yotrrself '

have developed until very recently a p18n Hhich goes like this ' to 8"ive to the rorkers

in tha party cells the Possibility of criticising vhat goes on in the factory' the

unions 8nd the region' vhile at the sa'1re t j'tne to beat dovn firoly any nqppositionrr

nhich ernerges fr.om the top of the parw,,. Trots}y varzred Bukharin: "rn this ray the

regine of the aPpalatus as a vhole would be preserved and its base rould be broadenedn

(+). Ile offered to Bukharin a bloc sgainst Stali-n for real internal denocracy' but

Bukharin was not to be p'ble to bring h!'nself to accept it'

As for Zinovj.ev and Kanenev' they were readv to rnake aII the necessaly concessions'

As Zinoviev had conflded to futh Fischer' they had undeltaken a struggle for lorer' and

they need.ed Trotsly' his presti'ge 8nd his abilities' but in addltion' after victorlr' his

"firu hand to bring the Parqr and'the lnterlationaL back to the road of socia[so" (5)'

t$tskyt s friends vere aivl<led: Radek vanteil an alllance vlth the Staltn 8rcuP s8ainst

the Rig,ht. l'tractrkovsky ras hostile to any bloc' Serebriakov suPPorted' the unific-

ation and seFe'I as 8o-be tYe en ' betveen Trotslst end the forner trlumvirs ' l'lrst

Kanenevarldthenzhovj.evnadeadvances'defend.etlthenselveg,recognis€dtheuEjjtskes
and undeltook to do so before the party as " 'nofu' 

At the central CoE6lttee ' Zl:rovlev

was to repeat: nf L'rve coonitted t"ny rni"t^t""' I believe that tro of thern Yer€ of



the greatest lnportsnce ' My first' thst of 191?' you al1 l:nov ' I believe that the

second was the Eor€ 
"""iot'",tbecause 

the rnistake of 191? vas cosuitted rhen Leni'n ras

there, was correcteil by hi-n antl by ourselYes also Yithln a fer days"' There cau be

Do doubt: the fi:ailanentar nucleus of ihe l9Z' oPpositlon va3 corr€ct to Yarn us against

the dangers of deviatirg fmm the Proletarisn line and agaiaSt the threateni'D'g develop-

nent of the aplaratus re61ne"' Yes' on the question of the bureaucratic oppression of

the apparatus, tlotBlar sas cor€ct against us' (5)'

At their first neetlngs, Ziroviev and Kaflenev confided to an incredulous Trotslgr the

fear vhich Stalln insplred i-n theur ' He seemed to be motlvj'ated exclusively by the

thirst for pover and they believed hjl to be c"Pabl-e of any crime: nHe oakes you ex-

p€ct anythi-Dgn, declared xamenev (?)' At the central Comnittee in April 196' Kamenev

and Trotsky rere on the sane side' votjng for aoendnents to the resolutions on econonic

policy. rhev ended *o'r'i''e'"*:n": *.:'i:,::*"-;I l#"1"1"""1;r"Til:":tr:::"
Has taken and the alliance ras not slov i-n conl:lg'

of the ray. fhe Unified 0pposition vould not defend the theses of 'rthe PemaneDt n€-

volutlo:tn, but Zlnoviev antl lGmenev rould ackno"'Ied6e not only that trotsky was correct

:a lgTbut also that they themselves had fabricated "Trotslvigtn ' in older to get rid

of an obstacle on the road to lower' In these conditlons Tlotslq could not refuse 8n

a8reeEeat xhlch tro.ught to h1s fu8dsIre,ltal theses the aupport of those rho, he believed'

representedrthousan'lsofrevolutionaryrorkerej.rrLenfur€radn'vhateYerreservationshe
oight feel about then ' Later he ras to rrite: nln the struggle fo! the nasses' rhen

the Political line I's correct' u€ can na)<e a bloc' not only rj'th the ilevil ' but rith

even a Sarrco Panza nith tro heads" (8)' on both sides the hesitant and those nho had

not yet declareil .theaselves 
rerT ailed to be convi-ncerl' Of course ' the greatest diffic-

ultiesrouldbeinl,enj'ngra<l.zinovievan<lLashevichontheonesidesndPreobraz}ren-
slg on the otter lma"rtoli<l" *""'n tirese out (9) ' Filrarly the united opposition 'ras

formed.

ItmustbeadlitteilthatitcreatedagreatjJ:lpression.l{opastOooositionhadbrou€ht
togethe! at the sarne ti-tre so marly prestigious, brirriant personalities ' Not only rere

there Zirrovj"ev, frotslry and Karnenev ' vhon no one could deny havilg b::n-:)njnrs first

l j.eutena'nts. Besides ' there rere Preobrazhenslqr ' Serebrlakov ' i(restinsky' the sucess-

ors of Sverdlov' Eere rere ten of the eighteen surwiving ne:lbers of the CentraJ' Courit-

tee of 1919, elected at the height of the Civll Har' There were Krupskaya ' Ieni.nrs

rridoH'andBaila;rev,thefomerdeputyintheTsaristD:oa'theDosti'llustrioussurviv-
ors frosr tha pre-revo-1rrt j'orary Perlod' - 

They. had wi'th then the best-lxrosr of the victor:

in the Civil l{ar, the nlLitary Bolshevi}s such as Antonov-Ovseenko ' Lashevich' Muralov

anttthegreatcor@'!3sars'Ivanlllkitich$tl'rnov'theconquero'ofKolchak'thefiglra-
head Hraclikovgkfr and ShlI€B ' the organiser of the Party 1n the Saltic fleet' Lenin's

ilacconpllcen i.n hia nplotr a8alnst the central co*ortt"t on'the eve of the insurregtlon '

- The Oppositlon tesn out-classed that of its adversaries fron the standpoht of tal'ent

cnd intellectual ablllttes ' sosnovsklr' 'rho va:r very pop:lar for his satl:'es on the



14.

bureaucrats, and KarI Radek, rho specialised on lnternationaL questions' rere the lead-

hg Journalists 1n the cor:ntry' Apart fmn Bukharin ' there Yere no economists vhose

standing equalted that of Preobrazhensky' Piatakov or Smilga' Everyone agrees that

Rakovsly antl Joffe Yere the nost able itiplonats vhich the country possessed' Sooe of

these rnen, the flne fLower of the Old Srartl ' stiJl held lnportant posts' frou vhich

they deriveil prestlge' Zirro!'iev ras Presj'dent of the Internati'ona1' The former

saj.lor, Iavd olC.Eov t his rtght-hand Ban' vas in the or€snlsation burear' Beloborodov

vas Cornissar for tli: Irrterior of the'nSI'SR' Lashewich rras rice4omnissar for l{ar and

Muralov was iaspecto:s-general of the Red Army' These respoasibte figures' to be sure '

rere fen i.! nuEber compared rith the tens of thousands of functionarj'es of the party

and the state alrong rhom ]ay the strength of Stalirr' But ZjnovieY and Kanenev at

least, and the:"r frienas nho' il Victor Sergers vords ' 'trad chanSed their nj-nds ia

a s ingle nightn, did not doubt that the e1i:e which had thus been assedbled vould

be recognlsed. Ka'nenev told Trotsky: 'tlt xill'be enough for you and zinoriev to ap-

pear on the same platform for the parry to recognise its real Central to"ttt""' (U)'

fhe priacipal difference between the nev al}ies lqy there' for trotsky thoueht that the

stnr6gfe was goirg to be long and ';ard' of course ' the situ'ation had changed since

192J, when the proletari'at ' in disiretegration ' 
passively ratched its orn defeat' In

1925 there rg3 6 real Horkirg class jn the factories and an inlortsnt workirg class

Iayer iI the pa!W' It is true that Trotsky could not follow Bu}}raria ' rho tried to

justify the authoritarian re8ime on the grormd that all consclousness had disaplrared

fron the Yorklng class and rho fjred at decad'es the interval that would be needeil for

its re-birth anong Yorkers nho most codronly were deficlent in cuLtr:re and freshly re-

cmited fron the *l-a.r"ru".- 
iBlot"r.v dj-d not under-estjnate ' as ditl his new associ-

ates' the j-mensiw of the task' which consisted of r+-creating in the Party' and '

throua;h it' ln the vorkilg class' an enli'ghtened and conbattive vanguard ' Trotsky

believetl that the revolutionary trave whi'ch had carri'ed t}re Bl1srrevll.-':: to o*"t

in 19I? hail definltively floved back' Russia ras exreriencing a new Perj'od of re-

action. This was the source of the decomPosj'tion of the PArty and of the beginni:rg

of its degeneratioa' rnarked by the suPremacy of the apParatus ' lurning in otr theo-

selves, Iosilg confidence in each other and j'n collective i-nitiatives ' losing the

a-opetite for st ggle and for consciousness ' millions of people vho had rrritten the

revolutionarT story of 191? atrd' of the Civi'1 l'Iar Yere diverted from activity by weari-

ness and scePticls' lhe "g::eat debate" was to interest at the oost a nucleus of

20,0@ out of the 150 milllon irhAbit8nts of the US$' lnfor[lati'oa about it You1d

not filter through the controlled press except i:t a sufficiently one-sided and distort-

ett }Iay for it tc':voke no serious echo'

rn fact t,l,o oppositign, vhich annou,ced j'tseu'ae 'rthe I;ft on'"ltt"-"--T rished to

be the proletariant lolshevjl< vtrg of the Party' ras srirrning agains t the current'

- Appeals to r€volutionao "n"to' 
to responsibility' to devotion and to the s ttuggle

for the truth passed or'er tne he^ds of people *tro ,u"" tlred and dj'sillusioned ' They



/earnedy lf nog for r.el'1-beln8' aE least for securlry' They did trot r'anE to

hear abouE 'thc Pcraanent RevoluElon', ff lt neanE rrEhe Un-interruPted' RevoluELon"'

For rhey reialncd froto lhe rcvolutlon lnd Ehe ctYll sar the rlelorles of Eerrlble

sufferlntsr of teag of thousands of deaths' of exhaus!''on' hunger and every klnd

of d.estrucElon. Aleralder Barnlne' nho vas a Conquaist DilitanE at eitbEeen' s

foroer soldler and, coE@laser lu the Red ArEIr bas confessed hov' vhen he becar0e a

diplooat and then . h16b1y-placed offlcial, hc found stalln'8 arrlcl8 agalnsE lhe

perDanenc revolutlon a sourc' of rellefi he tel1s hov Ehey declded to relecE it

as belng roo dangerous (I2). "Sociallsm in a SLngle cou[Ery" offered to such

people as.brja a P€rspectiYe vhlch, to be sure' ras less heroic' buE more i-Eroediate '

nore concrele aDd, Partlcularly, less advenEurous' The relarive recovery of the

econoqy since the '!urn" Eo NEP nade the sr8all Ealerial saEisfactions' of vhich

all had been so loEt denied., all the Eore valuable' They vere Eoo recent to be

taken as a Eatter of coutse, and the desire to c1lnt to Ehe slighE iroproveuent ln

lhc slaEdard of 11vin6, vorked fundaneutally aEainst those r,hose proposal6 6eened

co lnply Ehe risk of eI1lng eYerychlnB inEo questlon'

Scalla kneY vhat he ras dolnt vhea be blaned TroEsky for hls "heroic PosEures"'

anddeclercd.thrther.asad'dfcasltrt,nocrealnen'.butkladsofcreaElons
of ldeas ald dreaaa, revoluBlonar1es ftoo herd co foor" (13)' It 15 true lhal

in 1925 - 27 ch€ pcople in thc Part, aEd others resetdbled Ehe 'real nan" as

Stalln, thelr Per soniflca cloa, nsar theE, Eore than Ehe 'revolullonary crearures

fron bccd Eo foo!', of vborn Trotsky 13 cbe protoclp€ and vhoo he led inco barEle

io 1917 ind tbc year3 Eb.t folloned' In thls sens'' if the aPParaEus ctiuEphed

thsDts to a d€oobillsatlon of the nasses, lE ln turn vas a faclor ln denobilising

Eheo and found lEs justificltlon In the detloblll sat ion ' The tragic defeaEs of

Ehe chlnese Bevolutlon tr 1927 provided a st$j'kinB confircE!Ion of che forecasLs

of the opposlclon vhen i! denounced the policies Yhich had led lo !heE' but they

veakeoad the OpPosiEion Eerrlbly because tbey srruck precisely at Ehe confidence'

Ebe vigour aDd the noral'e of the niliEanrs' These defeat's sere a flDal re-inforce'

menE of rhe camp vhlch bears lhe responsibility for Eheo' because they made un-

real Ehe PersPectives of those sho trad shoYn hoe !o avoid EheE'

The seoe contradrctton han6s over che Eethods of strugglc of Ctre opposition' They

vere convlnced tbrt tbe policles of the leadersblp vere seaxenln8 the Sovie! te-

ElneandtbelDtcrDationalrandthenllitant'sdenouncedchedaEgerofcapiEalist
re6lor.Eion, rhlch tbey bclleved.!o be felaElvely cloec. lndecd, the cl'earrage

becrrcen the Part, aDd tb€ Easses end betveen Ehe apparacus and Ehe party neEbers

rias e facEor r,hlch Yeakened che reglEe ln the face of chis danEer ' The opPoslt-

lon d.Id Doc,' , Ebcrefore, Perr0tt ltself go advance denorallslng crlticlss or Eo

Bake publlc Eesturcs vhich could enlarBe the cracks lDstde the ParEy' ghicb in

- an.lt eyes reoained tbe historlc lnstrueent of Bhe vorld revolution and vhich lhey



criliclsed, not for exiscinS' buE for noc beinB a Eufflclensly effecclve inslru-

nenc, because of lrs bureaucraE'ic net'hods and its short- slShgedne s s ' As long as

tbe opposltloa could bar,e a leBal cxtstence ln the parLy, chese conEradlcclons dld

not Prev€nc lt fro6 ptesentlat lCself as a unlly' buE r'hen tn" 
-:tt""::-of 

the apPar'

atus ca'e dorn on ic, rt becane exbausted, Erapped berveen Ehe fire of Bhose rho dld

not r.anB Eo rerai! vlchh Ehe franenork of t'he Pafty and tbose sho could noE con-

celve of leavlng It, lhe latEer beLng dlvided' iB lurn' lnto those sho ganted to

stsy there in ordet to ftthl aDd those sho rIere ready Eo sroP flthclna

These condiglons exp,ain lhe esoEeric lsntuage in sbich chese conEroYersies devel-

oped, for the handful of lniciates vho had the tneans co foIlov then' More Eflan

half o lhe neDbers of che Parry uere i11llerate and lhe dlscussions Ehere Yere

conducEed ln conventlonal parry languaBe: borh sid.es appealed !o Marx, Engels

and, Leoin and boEh sides bludgeoned each ocher't'lth huge Piles of quotations' boch

sldes appealed uo traditlon' co auEhoriEiee and Eo fornulae vhich' for tbe najoricy

of ParEy Denbers, uete no nore Ehan raeaningless'

The leidere of the oPPoslcloE Yere distiBtuished Uarxists' They posed queslloos

on a hlgh theorellcal level' buE hor' coul'd tbe rank and file undersiand the analys-

es of PreobrazheEsky on Ehe raie of eccumulatlos? lJhen Bukharin selzed upon the

phrase abouc "cxplortlnt. tbe peasangry, rhat Ee,ber rould knov tha!' in Ehe laogu-

age of a Harxist econonis!' the rord does not have the vulgar' lonoral neaning

rhlch he clai$ed to 81ve it? In Ehis coDnectlon' the Eediocrlty of the artunents

of Slallq, the ftacness of Ehe conParisons aad the vlrl8arlty of tbe t.e-lteraled

abuse, carrled lnflDlE€1, nore veighc than Ehe sfsest anal'yses of the oppostlion'

Hhich ln any case r'ere never publlshed and alvays distorled' Hhen the opposltion

advatrced the plan for the DnreprosEroy dan, stalifl replled that ir ras as stupid

to build iE as Eo give a phonograph Eo a peasanc r'ho bas noE a cor'' of a car!' To

be 6ure, Ebis Yas absurdt and Dnieprostroy Yas to beccme "a great Sgalintsc accotl-

plishnent'' buE fer, peoPle sele in a positioo co undersgand the economic faccors

vhich nade acconpllsbments of this kind Becessary. The plao of industrial i sa g ion

and PlanninB shlch lrotsky; Piaakov and Preobrazhensky elaboraEed is a

criunPh of sociallsc rhinking' and their adversarles sere co Eake use of it' in

their ol{n ray, bur after tBvlng s'id' tbat chis " super- indusErial progranne" ' "super'

proletarlan', rras onl, the uEoPian superstrucEure of soc lal-democra Llc illusloEs'

a deoagoS,lc Dasquerade to cooceal the rlthE-Ylnt esseDce of the real platforn of

the opPosLElon (14) - aud after lavlng elnlnated lts auEhors'

In Bhis r.ay tbe opPo6iclon xas co b€ incessancly encircled' lE uas deEounced as

-fracEloDal. a8 soolr as it crled to shor' itself Yithin Eh' "party' 
pursued aod re-

stticted Eo flBhtlnB ln the leadinS bodies ghi'cb iE cogld not hoPe t'o convince and

_ from r.hich it courd noc hope Eo energe vrthout being lgnornlniously bounded Yitb

the accusatron of the orJor cr rrue of sishinB for a spllt, under Bhe preseure of



repression and of the dlfferences Yhlch EharPened as lts PosslbiLlEies of acc!n8'

dinini6hed.

Es-!lc!!:1:9-te1*z-gl-le*s-:ed 
DsEBrls

Ihe pollcy agelasE t'hlch the Unlfled OPposltlon assetted ltself va8 noE et aI1 nev'

l! vas the salte as ttte ttolkl ttad ourlined al Ehe Tr'elfEh Conttess and of Yhich

Bukhartn lrad nade nt*l'i-ti" theorecician In 1924 and 1925' rgs consequences

Derely beca$e clearer slth Ehc passing of cilre' Social dlfferetrces r'ere cont'inu-

Ing t'o 6ror in the counBtysld'e ' shere the Por'er of Ehe kulak ras reveallnB' it'self

ln she un-inlerruPted Process of concencraElon of land' In 1925 - 26' fifEeen

nirllon tiec.arelr sere hired, againsc 7.7 rair,lion ln 1924 - 25, near17 all by lhe

kul,aks.The Poor peasant hired hlnself as a day-labouref or as a Eenant farner aad

conEinued Eo Pay lo the money-lender srEls four tl-Des btB8er lhan vhaE ae oged lo

Eaxes. Ttre process was partlcularly Darked ln ccrtaln regionsr tn the Ukraine'

458 of the peasants lEd no horse6 and 357 tra d no cons' The conElol of the co-opel

arlves belongcd less and less to the poor P€asaots and Eore and Dore to the kul'aks'

,ho {epresented 6Z of the leadln8 cleoenEs ln EbcE' The 22'000 co-operaElve farEr

vcre a nere drop 1o the ocean of the 30 to 4o nillloa ladlvldu:l holdlnts and evea

of tbe E ss of the 21160'000 agrlculcural' Prolctrrials' coployed tn August 1926

oE the kulak tllderEakinBs rhich eoployed Eore cbro teB ra8e-norkers eacb (15) '

This ruril Pecly bourteois, ln the fu1l ftood of lts dev€loFnent ' dld Bot resErict

i.s anbiElons to the i-Enedlace sptrere of rls peraonal lnleresEs. IE exerEed lts

pEessufc ln chc Soviers and' even in che Parly' ln order Eo b€ defended atainsc the

unions of thc poor PeasanEs or che Erade unions ghich iocluded no tlore ttrao 202 of

lhe atriculEural vorkers' Ic openly incervened atalasc the ncv Soviet le8lslatic

d.eaanded thaE reBlsEere<r narrlages should b€ privileged as agaiosc free unions'

proEested against che rtBhEs accord'd Eo vorBen h the cod'c and called for lEs pro'

perE, to be defended by draconlan Eeasures' such as Ehe death PenalLy for horse-

sEealing, vhich, noreover, iE soneEimes applied strnnarlly ' It sas the rranguaEd

and the basis for all the forces uhich ln Russla could supPort one day a capiEali

restoration.

The thuythn of lndu strial l sat loir ras far froE sufflclenE Eo creale the condltlons

for its b€int absorbed. To be sure' Busslan lndustry had neatly recovered ics

prerar level, in lhe nev condiElons stnce tr b:d Dot bad tbe adrranrat€ of rhe for

ei6n capltal thlch trad been Ehe basls of isdusErlaltsat ion to TsarisE Russia'

None the lcss, tbe populatton had rlsen by nore tban ten nl1lton tDlEbltaats in

Bhe InrGlvel and Bussla's backrardne6s t'as lEoae coosidcrable ttran iE trad becn' b€

cause the reconsEructlon hrd bcen effecEed oB the ba6ls of lhe Pre-t.at Ievel of

techalque, thile the caPitall ac scounErles tlad hProved thctrs' tJhtle prc-rar

Russien Prlce! had bcen clos' Eo tbose ofl tb' sorld lrarket' In 1925 chcy ser' tt.(

tt.



andahalftlEeshitheE.TheCorrnunistAcademyesllrnated,lnttEc)rear,Ehe..pre-
oiuru of scarclty' carried by Ehe Russian conauller lo be over a nilllard roubles'

The lnadequacy of induslry reveiled itself in utl:E peoPle called 'the scarclty of

products". Thc saroe Gources believed theE lt aDounted to Dore ttran 400 nilllon

rrubres of rnd,ustriar prodocEs r.bich, orher rhings berng .equar, the tErcket could

bave absorbed. This explalns the survirral and Ehe proBres6 of private caplcal'

rhe share in product.ion of vhicb sas varued, accord.ing co Ehe sources, ac betveen

4Z and 102. There vere 2O,OOO vorkers in Pri\rare indust'ry in Xoscos alone' and in

the rhole of tbe Ukrelne Ehere uere 620'000' Private capiral donlnaled the lntern-

al sBrkeE' and levied tts heaYy toll upon lE' It' did as nuch business' ln Hoscou'

as tbe co0operallves. FoE the country as a nhole' i6 reached over 7l nill'lards

pet year, ouc of a totel fiture of sales in the counBty of 31 olUlards' lt ls i-st-

posslble to etraluaEe its toEal profics' vhich vere considerable' and vhich repres-

enled so rnucb capltal vitbdraun fron accurnulation, and, lherefore, fron industri-

al isat ion.

The elenncs of a vi8orous, fornidable bour8eoisie had' therefore' re appeared at

thc hea;c of Sovlet socieEy' Tley vere all the Dore danBerous in tbac Ehe economic

a'dninistratlon and ortanisaEions vere an ever heavier sietht' in cheir enornous

bureaucratic apparaEus' Their parasicic funccionlnB reEarded lndusErial develop-

nent. The EEatisEtcs 6hon Ehat ln 1927 therc r'ere 2'766' 136 Yorkers and clerks in

lndusEry, vhile a&nisislralion engaged 2'O76'g77 clerks and funcllonaries' A

lelrer by Staliq and Rykov, on AuBust 16' 1925' cstinat€d at 2 nilliard roubles Ehe

adniElstrarive cosEs of functtoning, and thou8hB th3t 3oo to 4oo r0i111ons could be

saved ri8h. sray. A rePort by orjonlkidze' vhich appearcd r" !gg9: on Deceaber

15, 1926, Eeltlons tbaE the Slate personnel bad lncreased by 43'199' after a year-

long canpal6n t,o brinE Ehe Eotal dovn ' He quoted Ehe Eost scaodalous cases' such

as the fact !!Bc an ann,ar balance-sheet by a Hoscov trus. took 13 voh:ore s of

7,354 pages, and cosg, by itself, 1,306'ooo roubles' lieanvhlle ' Ehe real earnings

of the vorker conginued to fall becveen 1926 and 1927' and st'abilised in 1927'

The alllance of Ehe Nepoan, the kulak and the bureausra!' vhich Ehe unified opposit-

ion denounced, erpressed irseLf in the poricy of changing nothlnB and of laissez-

faire. Thls nas inplied and Has suppoEEed by rhe theories of Bukharln to ghe effecl

EhaE capltalls! tlad been stabilised foralong perlod and of sEalin abouE Ehe construc'

lonofsoclalisalnouecountryalone.InthelnEern:Etonsl'Eheseldeasrrereex-
prcssed. ln a nev Policy, Yhlch rras a direc! break froo the concePEions shich bad

becn cxpressed ln the course of the first fout Contresse6t Ehe 'uni'Eed front" vith

the reformlst organisaElons, ParEies and lrede unions' rlghout a revoluEionary per-

spect1ve. As Deutsc!:er has Yrittenl "To aqsune beforeband t-hat the soviet Unlon

vould treve to bul1d "t"i"ii""-titnt 
cuto"g't'o"c 

t"t 
" t" abandon Eire ProspecE of che

lnternatlonal'revolutioni and to abandon tt 'as ii refuse to rork for iE' even to

obsEruct It" (16).

Thc deslre Eo decl'are lhemselves Bo be 'L€nlnIsE6" the anxlecy of Bhe non-Russian

"8.
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Cornmunis! leaders to distance thellselves ulth retard to "Trotskyisn"' the confusion'

ag flrsl involuntary buE nore and nore often repeated and afflrned betHeen Bhe I'nter-

esta of Ehe SovieE stale, lts foreign poLicy antl iEs diplonatic needs' oa the one

hand, and the inlerescs of the sorld revolution' of che ConmunisE parcles and the

necessities of Ehe strutgle of the sorkint class ln this' or that counEry' on the

other, explaln the rest.

Thus, the polish cosununisls vronsly believed that lhey had tbe supPorc of the Incer-

nationalrrhenlnHaylg26cheysuppdrtedHarshallPilsudskilnchecoupdieEatuhich
raised htrn to porrer and PerDicEed hin to br€ak the r,orkers' EovenenE i the policy of

alllances t irh no[-proleEarian classes, Ehe ku].ak and lhe peEly bourteoisle in Suss-

ia, expressed ltself ln Polish !n an alliance vitb a pecty bourgeois novernent ' label-

led as a soclalrst and peasanE tlovenent, but shich tras irmediately to Eransforrn ltsel

into a r0llitary dlccatorship, backed by the EatrBtes of high flnance' In Hay I925'

afEer a year of conlacls vith Purcel1,.the leaders of Ehe Brttish Trade Unlons' the

Russlan unlons forned Bhe Anglo-sovlet Trade union couaittec' on vhlch tbe drplonacs

counled, co struttle aEalnst the hostile accempEs of lhe Brltistr bourB'olslet il r'as

especlilly to confer uPon che reformisc leaders ln BrItaIn thc Prestlte of belng

supported by Ehe Dolshevlks. They, after havlng by Ehclr attlEudc broke[ thc Eener-

a1 sErlke of 11';, Lg26, sere !o end up suPPotllnt t'he offensive atsaiusE Ehe USSR

shich Eheir tovernaent vas uagi.ng in 1927'

Thereadervhoislncerestedinthisuniqueepisodelncheclasssrru8tleinDrltain
can refer Eo Ehe Eonotlaph by Jullan $'rnons, "The General Strike"' shlch appeared ln

1957. Nr-unerous exanples are !o be found in iE of t'he vay ln nhlch Ehe Btitlsh

sorkers, in Ehe course of the strike, developed real sovlecic forms - ln Ehc true

sense of Ehe rrord - of olSanlsation, vhich leads the auchor to declare ElraE 'In Eany

places, lhe Yorkers incensely deslred co take on the resPonsibilities of poret" '
lle partlcularly quotes Ehe ortanisation of Ehe cenlral scrlke comEirEee ln uerBhlrr

Tydfll (p.146), vich its sub-ccmmitcees for feedlng' transport' finance' lnforn-

aEion, eEc.' and the exaEple, a littl'e ever)rYhere ' of rrorkers' defence grouPs' real

yorkers, nilifias, shich the General Councll condenned as boEh "i'rrprulent and i:n-

possible to reallse" (p. 148). He concludes also (p' 231) viEh the tolal resPons-

ibtl,lty of lhe leadership for Ehe defeat of Ehe rnoveDent rhlch they vere uoable Bo

PEevenE,toEbeexcencchaBitrefusedlogivetorhlsnoveEencthe'.Potlulcal'in-
deed revolullonary" character vhlch tl deDanded' The fact lhac Ehe overuhelning

Bajority of the slrlkers had Ehe inpresslon tlBt they had been beErayed by theo dld

noBrirhovever, contrlbute to sErentEJrening the revolutlonary 'ninority- vhlch Ehe

comruunlsgs lnfluenced, because of che fact ctlaE the pollcy of the leaders seemed Eo

bc endorsed by the An61o-Russlan Connittee'

!{ore stgniftcant sitll of Ehls llne ls Ehe pollcy vhich Ehc party leadershlp and Lhe

lnEernaclonal oPeratcd in Chtrra ' Thls Pollcy rraa to producc lts rcsults ln 1927

aE the roo8ent of che second chinese Revolutl'on' ln lhc treat controversy rlth Ehe


