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Chapter Ten. fhe Strugg1e of the Unified OPPo si-t ion

I?rebattleatthefourteenthCongressYastobenonoE!thanaprefacetothesro:-i'n-
portsnt tattle nhlch ras Jolleit rlthl-a t'he party' The Party had Just declded' rmanlc-

ously' to chan€e t}te trsrne of the parti'for t'he secod tlse ' and to becone nthe CoDEur-

ist Party (nofsnev*) of the USSR'i. It vas to ritness the rise of the coalition of

the tvo oppositlonsl that of L9D and that of 196, and the gathering together of what

could appear 8s the elite of the party and of the 01d cuard a8aj-nst the leadership in

the h:nds of the Ge:rera]. Secretary. Perhaps, as the najority of the historians think'

the aLliance of Trotsky lrith zinovj.ev and Karnenev vas inevitable, after first one and

then the others had seen thelr effolts broken agatrst the dominatjng pover of the appar-

atus. Horever, this was less evident to the actors in the drama ' In fact' it ras

from Zi-noviev and Kamenev, whom moreover he regarded as his principal adversaries,

that Trotsky had receiverl the nost serious blons, and he dial not have then to thalk

for his isolatlon beilg only relative, since he contlr:ued to be a member of the Polit-

buro. ft was partly thanks to Trotslqpr s attacks and revelations that Kanenev 8nd

especially Zinoviev had lost the prestige rhich presented theru as the lieutenants and'

1ater,,as the successors of Lenin, in the front ra-nk of the troilca.

ft seens like1y that neither of the contending fractions at the tr'ourteenth Congress

ignored the inportant factor rhich the i-nterrrention of Trotslqy oi6ht be in the conflict
ln xhich !r-is conquerors rere tearing each other apart. Ziaoviev had reveafed Staliars

underhand sttacks on hin. Stalin had re'reaLed that he had ref'used to exclude hin from

the party 
'. as the other triunvirs had deruanded. !'likoyan had contrasted trotsky's

tiiscipJ.ined attifitde to the attitude of the Lrnln8raders, and Tomsl<y had contrasted

the clarity of his position to their subterfuges' rarosravslg and Karirri:t had re-

proached theu for the methods they had used against hio. Kmpskaya had paid honage

to hjr at length, while Lashevich had adnitted that he had been right on many of the

points il the f98 di.sclrssion. However, Tro tslcy had remained silent. he had inter-
vened only tyice anC then briefly, once to suDport Zinoviev, yho iustj.fied his hostile

atti.tude the preceding year by declari::g that they could not elect a nan to the PoU't-

buro gho '.,es accused of so many mistakes, and the second time to protest when Stalin

a.nnounced "reprisals" "aainst the Lenirgrad o rganisat j.on.

l{e nay belleve, rlth the na.iority of the historlans, that this abstentj-o! from the

flght irr L9?5 vas the gr€atest tacti.ce-I error of Trotekyrs caree!. 'ihe fact ls that

this appreciatlon ls easier for snyone vho lf,lows the hlstory that foUoHed. ?rotsky's

personal fee),iIg vas that ther€ ras no thjng to choose betreen the protsgonists on either

sid.e. On January A, Lg26, he vrote to Bukharj-n to remlrrd hin hov tre (trotsky) had

been treated as a demagogue in 1924 for havin6- saiil - rith r,: tlace of exaS'Fration'

as he recognised - that the communist rorkers of Leningrad vere 1itera1ly rrtuuzzled" by

-the apparahrs. He observed th.at the same wranimlty relgned today, in the opposite

yay, on the one hfrd ln Lenlngrad and on the other hnnd ln the other otganisations in



the country. A11 alilce were grio' ped by the apparatu""" (t)' Thi's position seems to

have had the general support of Trotslcy's friends anil of the nucleus of the I92' OPpos-

j.tion. After all, Zinoviev antl Kanenev vere the i:rventors of nTrotstgisrn'r and the

"trotshrigts'r irl Leningratr di'l not f'iL to exPress thelr sceptlclgm about the rcr'ay de-

fence of and exarnple of vorkers I denocracy by the ttbossesn of the Conm:ne of the North'

Trctslqf ras to declare later: 'tThis exPlosion caught me completely by surPrise ' I

remaiued hesitant duri-ng the Congress ' because the situation vas developi:rg' It was

not completely clear to "" 
(Z)' Personal notes r€Iroduced by Deutscher add sone

pojnts to thi's: according to hin there is 'nore than a graln of truth" in the ldea

thatthelgSOppositionwasacontiruationofthatofLgZl'becausethehostilityof
the Congress to the Leni:rgrad people leflected that of the cormtry against the cities'

trotsky lookeal for a levivar in the vorking class, vhich the tribune zinoviev rould'

tlms express il his own way' but which he hoped rould take forms other thaD the fvulgar

shoutirgir of these people nhom he belleved to be nrightly aiscredited" (l) '

The Unificatlon of the ODposition

In reality, to the extent th'Bt the tvo groups ' the old opposition 8nd the ne'' stood

for a rking-c1ass ' internationalist prograrone ' d'enouced the same dangsr ' the alli-

ance of the kul8ks, the nelmen and' the bureaucrats' the degeneration of the parhr urder

Stalia and his flactlon' to tt':'" extent it vas inevitable that the forces rould cone

nearer to each other' Bu}:trari-a retained a senti'oental attachnent to trotslry' but the

position of the Ieni.ograders serior:sly alarrned hin; he hoped for a Eo,ent to check the

union which naJs' Here forecasting. Trotsky a€reed to d.lscuss rith hin' fie rrote' on

January A, to f*f'"rio: r'I lsroll that some comradeg' ilclud'ing ' 
perhaps' yotrrself '

have developed until very recently a p18n Hhich goes like this ' to 8"ive to the rorkers

in tha party cells the Possibility of criticising vhat goes on in the factory' the

unions 8nd the region' vhile at the sa'1re t j'tne to beat dovn firoly any nqppositionrr

nhich ernerges fr.om the top of the parw,,. Trots}y varzred Bukharin: "rn this ray the

regine of the aPpalatus as a vhole would be preserved and its base rould be broadenedn

(+). Ile offered to Bukharin a bloc sgainst Stali-n for real internal denocracy' but

Bukharin was not to be p'ble to bring h!'nself to accept it'

As for Zinovj.ev and Kanenev' they were readv to rnake aII the necessaly concessions'

As Zinoviev had conflded to futh Fischer' they had undeltaken a struggle for lorer' and

they need.ed Trotsly' his presti'ge 8nd his abilities' but in addltion' after victorlr' his

"firu hand to bring the Parqr and'the lnterlationaL back to the road of socia[so" (5)'

t$tskyt s friends vere aivl<led: Radek vanteil an alllance vlth the Staltn 8rcuP s8ainst

the Rig,ht. l'tractrkovsky ras hostile to any bloc' Serebriakov suPPorted' the unific-

ation and seFe'I as 8o-be tYe en ' betveen Trotslst end the forner trlumvirs ' l'lrst

Kanenevarldthenzhovj.evnadeadvances'defend.etlthenselveg,recognis€dtheuEjjtskes
and undeltook to do so before the party as " 'nofu' 

At the central CoE6lttee ' Zl:rovlev

was to repeat: nf L'rve coonitted t"ny rni"t^t""' I believe that tro of thern Yer€ of



the greatest lnportsnce ' My first' thst of 191?' you al1 l:nov ' I believe that the

second was the Eor€ 
"""iot'",tbecause 

the rnistake of 191? vas cosuitted rhen Leni'n ras

there, was correcteil by hi-n antl by ourselYes also Yithln a fer days"' There cau be

Do doubt: the fi:ailanentar nucleus of ihe l9Z' oPpositlon va3 corr€ct to Yarn us against

the dangers of deviatirg fmm the Proletarisn line and agaiaSt the threateni'D'g develop-

nent of the aplaratus re61ne"' Yes' on the question of the bureaucratic oppression of

the apparatus, tlotBlar sas cor€ct against us' (5)'

At their first neetlngs, Ziroviev and Kaflenev confided to an incredulous Trotslgr the

fear vhich Stalln insplred i-n theur ' He seemed to be motlvj'ated exclusively by the

thirst for pover and they believed hjl to be c"Pabl-e of any crime: nHe oakes you ex-

p€ct anythi-Dgn, declared xamenev (?)' At the central Comnittee in April 196' Kamenev

and Trotsky rere on the sane side' votjng for aoendnents to the resolutions on econonic

policy. rhev ended *o'r'i''e'"*:n": *.:'i:,::*"-;I l#"1"1"""1;r"Til:":tr:::"
Has taken and the alliance ras not slov i-n conl:lg'

of the ray. fhe Unified 0pposition vould not defend the theses of 'rthe PemaneDt n€-

volutlo:tn, but Zlnoviev antl lGmenev rould ackno"'Ied6e not only that trotsky was correct

:a lgTbut also that they themselves had fabricated "Trotslvigtn ' in older to get rid

of an obstacle on the road to lower' In these conditlons Tlotslq could not refuse 8n

a8reeEeat xhlch tro.ught to h1s fu8dsIre,ltal theses the aupport of those rho, he believed'

representedrthousan'lsofrevolutionaryrorkerej.rrLenfur€radn'vhateYerreservationshe
oight feel about then ' Later he ras to rrite: nln the struggle fo! the nasses' rhen

the Political line I's correct' u€ can na)<e a bloc' not only rj'th the ilevil ' but rith

even a Sarrco Panza nith tro heads" (8)' on both sides the hesitant and those nho had

not yet declareil .theaselves 
rerT ailed to be convi-ncerl' Of course ' the greatest diffic-

ultiesrouldbeinl,enj'ngra<l.zinovievan<lLashevichontheonesidesndPreobraz}ren-
slg on the otter lma"rtoli<l" *""'n tirese out (9) ' Filrarly the united opposition 'ras

formed.

ItmustbeadlitteilthatitcreatedagreatjJ:lpression.l{opastOooositionhadbrou€ht
togethe! at the sarne ti-tre so marly prestigious, brirriant personalities ' Not only rere

there Zirrovj"ev, frotslry and Karnenev ' vhon no one could deny havilg b::n-:)njnrs first

l j.eutena'nts. Besides ' there rere Preobrazhenslqr ' Serebrlakov ' i(restinsky' the sucess-

ors of Sverdlov' Eere rere ten of the eighteen surwiving ne:lbers of the CentraJ' Courit-

tee of 1919, elected at the height of the Civll Har' There were Krupskaya ' Ieni.nrs

rridoH'andBaila;rev,thefomerdeputyintheTsaristD:oa'theDosti'llustrioussurviv-
ors frosr tha pre-revo-1rrt j'orary Perlod' - 

They. had wi'th then the best-lxrosr of the victor:

in the Civil l{ar, the nlLitary Bolshevi}s such as Antonov-Ovseenko ' Lashevich' Muralov

anttthegreatcor@'!3sars'Ivanlllkitich$tl'rnov'theconquero'ofKolchak'thefiglra-
head Hraclikovgkfr and ShlI€B ' the organiser of the Party 1n the Saltic fleet' Lenin's

ilacconpllcen i.n hia nplotr a8alnst the central co*ortt"t on'the eve of the insurregtlon '

- The Oppositlon tesn out-classed that of its adversaries fron the standpoht of tal'ent

cnd intellectual ablllttes ' sosnovsklr' 'rho va:r very pop:lar for his satl:'es on the



14.

bureaucrats, and KarI Radek, rho specialised on lnternationaL questions' rere the lead-

hg Journalists 1n the cor:ntry' Apart fmn Bukharin ' there Yere no economists vhose

standing equalted that of Preobrazhensky' Piatakov or Smilga' Everyone agrees that

Rakovsly antl Joffe Yere the nost able itiplonats vhich the country possessed' Sooe of

these rnen, the flne fLower of the Old Srartl ' stiJl held lnportant posts' frou vhich

they deriveil prestlge' Zirro!'iev ras Presj'dent of the Internati'ona1' The former

saj.lor, Iavd olC.Eov t his rtght-hand Ban' vas in the or€snlsation burear' Beloborodov

vas Cornissar for tli: Irrterior of the'nSI'SR' Lashewich rras rice4omnissar for l{ar and

Muralov was iaspecto:s-general of the Red Army' These respoasibte figures' to be sure '

rere fen i.! nuEber compared rith the tens of thousands of functionarj'es of the party

and the state alrong rhom ]ay the strength of Stalirr' But ZjnovieY and Kanenev at

least, and the:"r frienas nho' il Victor Sergers vords ' 'trad chanSed their nj-nds ia

a s ingle nightn, did not doubt that the e1i:e which had thus been assedbled vould

be recognlsed. Ka'nenev told Trotsky: 'tlt xill'be enough for you and zinoriev to ap-

pear on the same platform for the parry to recognise its real Central to"ttt""' (U)'

fhe priacipal difference between the nev al}ies lqy there' for trotsky thoueht that the

stnr6gfe was goirg to be long and ';ard' of course ' the situ'ation had changed since

192J, when the proletari'at ' in disiretegration ' 
passively ratched its orn defeat' In

1925 there rg3 6 real Horkirg class jn the factories and an inlortsnt workirg class

Iayer iI the pa!W' It is true that Trotsky could not follow Bu}}raria ' rho tried to

justify the authoritarian re8ime on the grormd that all consclousness had disaplrared

fron the Yorklng class and rho fjred at decad'es the interval that would be needeil for

its re-birth anong Yorkers nho most codronly were deficlent in cuLtr:re and freshly re-

cmited fron the *l-a.r"ru".- 
iBlot"r.v dj-d not under-estjnate ' as ditl his new associ-

ates' the j-mensiw of the task' which consisted of r+-creating in the Party' and '

throua;h it' ln the vorkilg class' an enli'ghtened and conbattive vanguard ' Trotsky

believetl that the revolutionary trave whi'ch had carri'ed t}re Bl1srrevll.-':: to o*"t

in 19I? hail definltively floved back' Russia ras exreriencing a new Perj'od of re-

action. This was the source of the decomPosj'tion of the PArty and of the beginni:rg

of its degeneratioa' rnarked by the suPremacy of the apParatus ' lurning in otr theo-

selves, Iosilg confidence in each other and j'n collective i-nitiatives ' losing the

a-opetite for st ggle and for consciousness ' millions of people vho had rrritten the

revolutionarT story of 191? atrd' of the Civi'1 l'Iar Yere diverted from activity by weari-

ness and scePticls' lhe "g::eat debate" was to interest at the oost a nucleus of

20,0@ out of the 150 milllon irhAbit8nts of the US$' lnfor[lati'oa about it You1d

not filter through the controlled press except i:t a sufficiently one-sided and distort-

ett }Iay for it tc':voke no serious echo'

rn fact t,l,o oppositign, vhich annou,ced j'tseu'ae 'rthe I;ft on'"ltt"-"--T rished to

be the proletariant lolshevjl< vtrg of the Party' ras srirrning agains t the current'

- Appeals to r€volutionao "n"to' 
to responsibility' to devotion and to the s ttuggle

for the truth passed or'er tne he^ds of people *tro ,u"" tlred and dj'sillusioned ' They



/earnedy lf nog for r.el'1-beln8' aE least for securlry' They did trot r'anE to

hear abouE 'thc Pcraanent RevoluElon', ff lt neanE rrEhe Un-interruPted' RevoluELon"'

For rhey reialncd froto lhe rcvolutlon lnd Ehe ctYll sar the rlelorles of Eerrlble

sufferlntsr of teag of thousands of deaths' of exhaus!''on' hunger and every klnd

of d.estrucElon. Aleralder Barnlne' nho vas a Conquaist DilitanE at eitbEeen' s

foroer soldler and, coE@laser lu the Red ArEIr bas confessed hov' vhen he becar0e a

diplooat and then . h16b1y-placed offlcial, hc found stalln'8 arrlcl8 agalnsE lhe

perDanenc revolutlon a sourc' of rellefi he tel1s hov Ehey declded to relecE it

as belng roo dangerous (I2). "Sociallsm in a SLngle cou[Ery" offered to such

people as.brja a P€rspectiYe vhlch, to be sure' ras less heroic' buE more i-Eroediate '

nore concrele aDd, Partlcularly, less advenEurous' The relarive recovery of the

econoqy since the '!urn" Eo NEP nade the sr8all Ealerial saEisfactions' of vhich

all had been so loEt denied., all the Eore valuable' They vere Eoo recent to be

taken as a Eatter of coutse, and the desire to c1lnt to Ehe slighE iroproveuent ln

lhc slaEdard of 11vin6, vorked fundaneutally aEainst those r,hose proposal6 6eened

co lnply Ehe risk of eI1lng eYerychlnB inEo questlon'

Scalla kneY vhat he ras dolnt vhea be blaned TroEsky for hls "heroic PosEures"'

anddeclercd.thrther.asad'dfcasltrt,nocrealnen'.butkladsofcreaElons
of ldeas ald dreaaa, revoluBlonar1es ftoo herd co foor" (13)' It 15 true lhal

in 1925 - 27 ch€ pcople in thc Part, aEd others resetdbled Ehe 'real nan" as

Stalln, thelr Per soniflca cloa, nsar theE, Eore than Ehe 'revolullonary crearures

fron bccd Eo foo!', of vborn Trotsky 13 cbe protoclp€ and vhoo he led inco barEle

io 1917 ind tbc year3 Eb.t folloned' In thls sens'' if the aPParaEus ctiuEphed

thsDts to a d€oobillsatlon of the nasses, lE ln turn vas a faclor ln denobilising

Eheo and found lEs justificltlon In the detloblll sat ion ' The tragic defeaEs of

Ehe chlnese Bevolutlon tr 1927 provided a st$j'kinB confircE!Ion of che forecasLs

of the opposlclon vhen i! denounced the policies Yhich had led lo !heE' but they

veakeoad the OpPosiEion Eerrlbly because tbey srruck precisely at Ehe confidence'

Ebe vigour aDd the noral'e of the niliEanrs' These defeat's sere a flDal re-inforce'

menE of rhe camp vhlch bears lhe responsibility for Eheo' because they made un-

real Ehe PersPectives of those sho trad shoYn hoe !o avoid EheE'

The seoe contradrctton han6s over che Eethods of strugglc of Ctre opposition' They

vere convlnced tbrt tbe policles of the leadersblp vere seaxenln8 the Sovie! te-

ElneandtbelDtcrDationalrandthenllitant'sdenouncedchedaEgerofcapiEalist
re6lor.Eion, rhlch tbey bclleved.!o be felaElvely cloec. lndecd, the cl'earrage

becrrcen the Part, aDd tb€ Easses end betveen Ehe apparacus and Ehe party neEbers

rias e facEor r,hlch Yeakened che reglEe ln the face of chis danEer ' The opPoslt-

lon d.Id Doc,' , Ebcrefore, Perr0tt ltself go advance denorallslng crlticlss or Eo

Bake publlc Eesturcs vhich could enlarBe the cracks lDstde the ParEy' ghicb in

- an.lt eyes reoained tbe historlc lnstrueent of Bhe vorld revolution and vhich lhey



criliclsed, not for exiscinS' buE for noc beinB a Eufflclensly effecclve inslru-

nenc, because of lrs bureaucraE'ic net'hods and its short- slShgedne s s ' As long as

tbe opposltloa could bar,e a leBal cxtstence ln the parLy, chese conEradlcclons dld

not Prev€nc lt fro6 ptesentlat lCself as a unlly' buE r'hen tn" 
-:tt""::-of 

the apPar'

atus ca'e dorn on ic, rt becane exbausted, Erapped berveen Ehe fire of Bhose rho dld

not r.anB Eo rerai! vlchh Ehe franenork of t'he Pafty and tbose sho could noE con-

celve of leavlng It, lhe latEer beLng dlvided' iB lurn' lnto those sho ganted to

stsy there in ordet to ftthl aDd those sho rIere ready Eo sroP flthclna

These condiglons exp,ain lhe esoEeric lsntuage in sbich chese conEroYersies devel-

oped, for the handful of lniciates vho had the tneans co foIlov then' More Eflan

half o lhe neDbers of che Parry uere i11llerate and lhe dlscussions Ehere Yere

conducEed ln conventlonal parry languaBe: borh sid.es appealed !o Marx, Engels

and, Leoin and boEh sides bludgeoned each ocher't'lth huge Piles of quotations' boch

sldes appealed uo traditlon' co auEhoriEiee and Eo fornulae vhich' for tbe najoricy

of ParEy Denbers, uete no nore Ehan raeaningless'

The leidere of the oPPoslcloE Yere distiBtuished Uarxists' They posed queslloos

on a hlgh theorellcal level' buE hor' coul'd tbe rank and file undersiand the analys-

es of PreobrazheEsky on Ehe raie of eccumulatlos? lJhen Bukharin selzed upon the

phrase abouc "cxplortlnt. tbe peasangry, rhat Ee,ber rould knov tha!' in Ehe laogu-

age of a Harxist econonis!' the rord does not have the vulgar' lonoral neaning

rhlch he clai$ed to 81ve it? In Ehis coDnectlon' the Eediocrlty of the artunents

of Slallq, the ftacness of Ehe conParisons aad the vlrl8arlty of tbe t.e-lteraled

abuse, carrled lnflDlE€1, nore veighc than Ehe sfsest anal'yses of the oppostlion'

Hhich ln any case r'ere never publlshed and alvays distorled' Hhen the opposltion

advatrced the plan for the DnreprosEroy dan, stalifl replled that ir ras as stupid

to build iE as Eo give a phonograph Eo a peasanc r'ho bas noE a cor'' of a car!' To

be 6ure, Ebis Yas absurdt and Dnieprostroy Yas to beccme "a great Sgalintsc accotl-

plishnent'' buE fer, peoPle sele in a positioo co undersgand the economic faccors

vhich nade acconpllsbments of this kind Becessary. The plao of industrial i sa g ion

and PlanninB shlch lrotsky; Piaakov and Preobrazhensky elaboraEed is a

criunPh of sociallsc rhinking' and their adversarles sere co Eake use of it' in

their ol{n ray, bur after tBvlng s'id' tbat chis " super- indusErial progranne" ' "super'

proletarlan', rras onl, the uEoPian superstrucEure of soc lal-democra Llc illusloEs'

a deoagoS,lc Dasquerade to cooceal the rlthE-Ylnt esseDce of the real platforn of

the opPosLElon (14) - aud after lavlng elnlnated lts auEhors'

In Bhis r.ay tbe opPo6iclon xas co b€ incessancly encircled' lE uas deEounced as

-fracEloDal. a8 soolr as it crled to shor' itself Yithin Eh' "party' 
pursued aod re-

stticted Eo flBhtlnB ln the leadinS bodies ghi'cb iE cogld not hoPe t'o convince and

_ from r.hich it courd noc hope Eo energe vrthout being lgnornlniously bounded Yitb

the accusatron of the orJor cr rrue of sishinB for a spllt, under Bhe preseure of



repression and of the dlfferences Yhlch EharPened as lts PosslbiLlEies of acc!n8'

dinini6hed.

Es-!lc!!:1:9-te1*z-gl-le*s-:ed 
DsEBrls

Ihe pollcy agelasE t'hlch the Unlfled OPposltlon assetted ltself va8 noE et aI1 nev'

l! vas the salte as ttte ttolkl ttad ourlined al Ehe Tr'elfEh Conttess and of Yhich

Bukhartn lrad nade nt*l'i-ti" theorecician In 1924 and 1925' rgs consequences

Derely beca$e clearer slth Ehc passing of cilre' Social dlfferetrces r'ere cont'inu-

Ing t'o 6ror in the counBtysld'e ' shere the Por'er of Ehe kulak ras reveallnB' it'self

ln she un-inlerruPted Process of concencraElon of land' In 1925 - 26' fifEeen

nirllon tiec.arelr sere hired, againsc 7.7 rair,lion ln 1924 - 25, near17 all by lhe

kul,aks.The Poor peasant hired hlnself as a day-labouref or as a Eenant farner aad

conEinued Eo Pay lo the money-lender srEls four tl-Des btB8er lhan vhaE ae oged lo

Eaxes. Ttre process was partlcularly Darked ln ccrtaln regionsr tn the Ukraine'

458 of the peasants lEd no horse6 and 357 tra d no cons' The conElol of the co-opel

arlves belongcd less and less to the poor P€asaots and Eore and Dore to the kul'aks'

,ho {epresented 6Z of the leadln8 cleoenEs ln EbcE' The 22'000 co-operaElve farEr

vcre a nere drop 1o the ocean of the 30 to 4o nillloa ladlvldu:l holdlnts and evea

of tbe E ss of the 21160'000 agrlculcural' Prolctrrials' coployed tn August 1926

oE the kulak tllderEakinBs rhich eoployed Eore cbro teB ra8e-norkers eacb (15) '

This ruril Pecly bourteois, ln the fu1l ftood of lts dev€loFnent ' dld Bot resErict

i.s anbiElons to the i-Enedlace sptrere of rls peraonal lnleresEs. IE exerEed lts

pEessufc ln chc Soviers and' even in che Parly' ln order Eo b€ defended atainsc the

unions of thc poor PeasanEs or che Erade unions ghich iocluded no tlore ttrao 202 of

lhe atriculEural vorkers' Ic openly incervened atalasc the ncv Soviet le8lslatic

d.eaanded thaE reBlsEere<r narrlages should b€ privileged as agaiosc free unions'

proEested against che rtBhEs accord'd Eo vorBen h the cod'c and called for lEs pro'

perE, to be defended by draconlan Eeasures' such as Ehe death PenalLy for horse-

sEealing, vhich, noreover, iE soneEimes applied strnnarlly ' It sas the rranguaEd

and the basis for all the forces uhich ln Russla could supPort one day a capiEali

restoration.

The thuythn of lndu strial l sat loir ras far froE sufflclenE Eo creale the condltlons

for its b€int absorbed. To be sure' Busslan lndustry had neatly recovered ics

prerar level, in lhe nev condiElons stnce tr b:d Dot bad tbe adrranrat€ of rhe for

ei6n capltal thlch trad been Ehe basls of isdusErlaltsat ion to TsarisE Russia'

None the lcss, tbe populatton had rlsen by nore tban ten nl1lton tDlEbltaats in

Bhe InrGlvel and Bussla's backrardne6s t'as lEoae coosidcrable ttran iE trad becn' b€

cause the reconsEructlon hrd bcen effecEed oB the ba6ls of lhe Pre-t.at Ievel of

techalque, thile the caPitall ac scounErles tlad hProved thctrs' tJhtle prc-rar

Russien Prlce! had bcen clos' Eo tbose ofl tb' sorld lrarket' In 1925 chcy ser' tt.(

tt.



andahalftlEeshitheE.TheCorrnunistAcademyesllrnated,lnttEc)rear,Ehe..pre-
oiuru of scarclty' carried by Ehe Russian conauller lo be over a nilllard roubles'

The lnadequacy of induslry reveiled itself in utl:E peoPle called 'the scarclty of

products". Thc saroe Gources believed theE lt aDounted to Dore ttran 400 nilllon

rrubres of rnd,ustriar prodocEs r.bich, orher rhings berng .equar, the tErcket could

bave absorbed. This explalns the survirral and Ehe proBres6 of private caplcal'

rhe share in product.ion of vhicb sas varued, accord.ing co Ehe sources, ac betveen

4Z and 102. There vere 2O,OOO vorkers in Pri\rare indust'ry in Xoscos alone' and in

the rhole of tbe Ukrelne Ehere uere 620'000' Private capiral donlnaled the lntern-

al sBrkeE' and levied tts heaYy toll upon lE' It' did as nuch business' ln Hoscou'

as tbe co0operallves. FoE the country as a nhole' i6 reached over 7l nill'lards

pet year, ouc of a totel fiture of sales in the counBty of 31 olUlards' lt ls i-st-

posslble to etraluaEe its toEal profics' vhich vere considerable' and vhich repres-

enled so rnucb capltal vitbdraun fron accurnulation, and, lherefore, fron industri-

al isat ion.

The elenncs of a vi8orous, fornidable bour8eoisie had' therefore' re appeared at

thc hea;c of Sovlet socieEy' Tley vere all the Dore danBerous in tbac Ehe economic

a'dninistratlon and ortanisaEions vere an ever heavier sietht' in cheir enornous

bureaucratic apparaEus' Their parasicic funccionlnB reEarded lndusErial develop-

nent. The EEatisEtcs 6hon Ehat ln 1927 therc r'ere 2'766' 136 Yorkers and clerks in

lndusEry, vhile a&nisislralion engaged 2'O76'g77 clerks and funcllonaries' A

lelrer by Staliq and Rykov, on AuBust 16' 1925' cstinat€d at 2 nilliard roubles Ehe

adniElstrarive cosEs of functtoning, and thou8hB th3t 3oo to 4oo r0i111ons could be

saved ri8h. sray. A rePort by orjonlkidze' vhich appearcd r" !gg9: on Deceaber

15, 1926, Eeltlons tbaE the Slate personnel bad lncreased by 43'199' after a year-

long canpal6n t,o brinE Ehe Eotal dovn ' He quoted Ehe Eost scaodalous cases' such

as the fact !!Bc an ann,ar balance-sheet by a Hoscov trus. took 13 voh:ore s of

7,354 pages, and cosg, by itself, 1,306'ooo roubles' lieanvhlle ' Ehe real earnings

of the vorker conginued to fall becveen 1926 and 1927' and st'abilised in 1927'

The alllance of Ehe Nepoan, the kulak and the bureausra!' vhich Ehe unified opposit-

ion denounced, erpressed irseLf in the poricy of changing nothlnB and of laissez-

faire. Thls nas inplied and Has suppoEEed by rhe theories of Bukharln to ghe effecl

EhaE capltalls! tlad been stabilised foralong perlod and of sEalin abouE Ehe construc'

lonofsoclalisalnouecountryalone.InthelnEern:Etonsl'Eheseldeasrrereex-
prcssed. ln a nev Policy, Yhlch rras a direc! break froo the concePEions shich bad

becn cxpressed ln the course of the first fout Contresse6t Ehe 'uni'Eed front" vith

the reformlst organisaElons, ParEies and lrede unions' rlghout a revoluEionary per-

spect1ve. As Deutsc!:er has Yrittenl "To aqsune beforeband t-hat the soviet Unlon

vould treve to bul1d "t"i"ii""-titnt 
cuto"g't'o"c 

t"t 
" t" abandon Eire ProspecE of che

lnternatlonal'revolutioni and to abandon tt 'as ii refuse to rork for iE' even to

obsEruct It" (16).

Thc deslre Eo decl'are lhemselves Bo be 'L€nlnIsE6" the anxlecy of Bhe non-Russian

"8.
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Cornmunis! leaders to distance thellselves ulth retard to "Trotskyisn"' the confusion'

ag flrsl involuntary buE nore and nore often repeated and afflrned betHeen Bhe I'nter-

esta of Ehe SovieE stale, lts foreign poLicy antl iEs diplonatic needs' oa the one

hand, and the inlerescs of the sorld revolution' of che ConmunisE parcles and the

necessities of Ehe strutgle of the sorkint class ln this' or that counEry' on the

other, explaln the rest.

Thus, the polish cosununisls vronsly believed that lhey had tbe supPorc of the Incer-

nationalrrhenlnHaylg26cheysuppdrtedHarshallPilsudskilnchecoupdieEatuhich
raised htrn to porrer and PerDicEed hin to br€ak the r,orkers' EovenenE i the policy of

alllances t irh no[-proleEarian classes, Ehe ku].ak and lhe peEly bourteoisle in Suss-

ia, expressed ltself ln Polish !n an alliance vitb a pecty bourgeois novernent ' label-

led as a soclalrst and peasanE tlovenent, but shich tras irmediately to Eransforrn ltsel

into a r0llitary dlccatorship, backed by the EatrBtes of high flnance' In Hay I925'

afEer a year of conlacls vith Purcel1,.the leaders of Ehe Brttish Trade Unlons' the

Russlan unlons forned Bhe Anglo-sovlet Trade union couaittec' on vhlch tbe drplonacs

counled, co struttle aEalnst the hostile accempEs of lhe Brltistr bourB'olslet il r'as

especlilly to confer uPon che reformisc leaders ln BrItaIn thc Prestlte of belng

supported by Ehe Dolshevlks. They, after havlng by Ehclr attlEudc broke[ thc Eener-

a1 sErlke of 11';, Lg26, sere !o end up suPPotllnt t'he offensive atsaiusE Ehe USSR

shich Eheir tovernaent vas uagi.ng in 1927'

Thereadervhoislncerestedinthisuniqueepisodelncheclasssrru8tleinDrltain
can refer Eo Ehe Eonotlaph by Jullan $'rnons, "The General Strike"' shlch appeared ln

1957. Nr-unerous exanples are !o be found in iE of t'he vay ln nhlch Ehe Btitlsh

sorkers, in Ehe course of the strike, developed real sovlecic forms - ln Ehc true

sense of Ehe rrord - of olSanlsation, vhich leads the auchor to declare ElraE 'In Eany

places, lhe Yorkers incensely deslred co take on the resPonsibilities of poret" '
lle partlcularly quotes Ehe ortanisation of Ehe cenlral scrlke comEirEee ln uerBhlrr

Tydfll (p.146), vich its sub-ccmmitcees for feedlng' transport' finance' lnforn-

aEion, eEc.' and the exaEple, a littl'e ever)rYhere ' of rrorkers' defence grouPs' real

yorkers, nilifias, shich the General Councll condenned as boEh "i'rrprulent and i:n-

possible to reallse" (p. 148). He concludes also (p' 231) viEh the tolal resPons-

ibtl,lty of lhe leadership for Ehe defeat of Ehe rnoveDent rhlch they vere uoable Bo

PEevenE,toEbeexcencchaBitrefusedlogivetorhlsnoveEencthe'.Potlulcal'in-
deed revolullonary" character vhlch tl deDanded' The fact lhac Ehe overuhelning

Bajority of the slrlkers had Ehe inpresslon tlBt they had been beErayed by theo dld

noBrirhovever, contrlbute to sErentEJrening the revolutlonary 'ninority- vhlch Ehe

comruunlsgs lnfluenced, because of che fact ctlaE the pollcy of the leaders seemed Eo

bc endorsed by the An61o-Russlan Connittee'

!{ore stgniftcant sitll of Ehls llne ls Ehe pollcy vhich Ehc party leadershlp and Lhe

lnEernaclonal oPeratcd in Chtrra ' Thls Pollcy rraa to producc lts rcsults ln 1927

aE the roo8ent of che second chinese Revolutl'on' ln lhc treat controversy rlth Ehe



Opposicion.

1!s-B-eeilli$:-e!-!!9-9PPe 
9l9ie!

Avare of Ehe difficulEies rhich aHalged chem' afEer Ehe doubl'e check of ctleir separ-

ate acEempts at oppositiln'' tn" 
'""0"t" 

of the Opposttion 'beg'an by olBanislnts' This

lras an imPorEanc s!eP' because by taking iE they violaced a discipline Hhich they

clained to accePEl Ehey enrered ctandesEinicy in relarion to the party' Its

members, after years of public accivicy and stace resPonsibililies' found' rhemselves

plunged back aBain inco a form of activicy Hhich rhey had no! PracEices since the

days of rsarism, but Hhich ras conplecelv familiar to cheml t::t":^:::::ts's' BaEher-

ings in pri\rare houses or in the Hoods rith Pickecs and PaErols' couriers' emlssar-

ies, body-guards, "conlacts"' aIl the paraphernalia of lllegalicy in neH conditions'

because Ehe Broup, clandestine i.n rhe parsy, acEed by doing ics best Eo thros off

lhe surveillance of Ehe GPU' The first sEage consisted of orBanisinB a neEsork

coveting Ehe uhole country' Hich a sErucsure parallel to tl"t. "t-::"^^::tt't 
t""

thaE many contacus had' Eo be obcained' beyond che circle of the personal frtends of

e".h md'ruer, old relacions had co be reneved' nev mil'iiants had to be broughc In ln

no

The unified oPPoslEibn made irs first officia.t Political derqonstracion aE Etle CenEra

Comrnictee in June, uhere Trtsky read' on his onn resPonsibiliEy, che "Declara cion

order everyvhere Eo forn a kernel' to sEatg HiEh'

In a fes monEhsr the mos! determined elemenls of Ehe'successive opposlElons nere

organlsed in Ehis Hay, forner menbers of Lhe l{orkers'-OPPosicion' 
:::^::t*U" 

"t

Zinoviev bein8, ralher feser in numbers lhan those of Trorsky' lhe oPPosiEionlsts of

Lg23. In'allr betseen 4'000 and 8'000' according to Ehe extreme estirnatesi the

figure is, of course, derisory in relacion co che 750'OOO nembers which the parry

had, but r.e are dealinB here r'itb a vanBuard' vbich rould have Eo strugtle in a note

reslrlcEed circle chan Ehe parEy ilself' and' above all' as DeuEscher slresses' lls

recruirs, {herher old militants or' on Ehe conErary' youEh' sere all holders of re-

sponsible PosiEions, cadres and lciders' Anong chen sere neither opPorBunlsEs nol

careerisfs. Even Ehou8h Ehe only represenracive of Ehe opposition in gbe 0rganis-

ationBureau,Yevdokimov,hadjusrbeenremovedfrornhisPosr'Possibilitiesexisl-
ed.of teltin8 supPotc from cerEain seccors of Ehe apparacus' The offices of Zinov-

iev and of the InEernaEional sere used considerably for recruiurenE and forminB con-

nections. Of course, many journeys Here necessary to set uP chi's nellrork ' and many

meeE!,ngs. one afEer another' the emissaries uere ca11ed before conttol corulissions

vhich did Ehelr uEmosE co uncover any proof of Ehe existence of a fraccion' They

Here Eo obEain it r.rhen an agenE-provocaEeur betrayed a meeclng in Ehe Hoods near

Moscqe, Hhere Ehe cha iTnan vas Dilensky' a hi'gh official of che lnEernaEional ' and

Lashevich, a member of Ehe Eovernment ' cook part'

- of che ThirEeen"' I! started frord the

ised'the existence of bureaucratisn in

resolu!ion of Decenber 5' 1923 ' vhich recogr

rhe scaEe and in Ehe parEy and desclibed tloH



81.

che evil ras consEaBtly becoming sorse, as iel1 as the rise of tbe lnternal dangers

due to tbe Pro-caPlBalis! ele8enEs, kulaks and nePdleE' IhIs vas che Eltuation in

vhich che oppositlon, the L"fE opposltion' vas forned' Bolsbevil< and prolecariaD ' ln

opposition to the rulint fraccion' lEaelf an 8l'!'laEce bet'veen rbe "St3ltn fracclon"'

the exptesslon of the apParaEus, and t'he ritbE' the BuktEtin fraccion' spokesEen of

the kulaks. It declared rhat it r'as ready' lunediately' co co-oPerace !'lth others

!o "resEore to8ethet a Party reglne"' vhich vould fu1ly conforn to its tradiEions"

of workers' de$ocracy. Ia case Ehis offer rras refused' It could strugEle' rithi4

lhe party consciEution, Eo rln a najoricy and to b€code the leadershlp vhfch vould

regenerate the ParEY.

.tlf.tPfamllleof..defenceofEheproletariat'.,(I7).Ics progranme is a class progranrne' a Protra'nne

In the first Place, iE Ptonounces in favour of raising norkers' pay and for reforn

iD the tax srsgen, !o free che snaIl Peasancs from caxes' co I'igbren che taxes on

the ,niddle Peasants and heavily lax the kulaks' The longer-rante neasurcs xhich it

advocaEed vere a policy of suPporr for collectiYisation in the counEryside and' in

parliculat a! acceleralion of Eh€ pace of induscrial developnenr; the oPposition

called for "a Five-Year P1an". In chis way it proposed Eo strentchen Ehe role of

Ehe rorking class in Ehe vorkers. stace, by raising rts specific r.eighr in the

councrJr as YelI as 6lving b'ck to it lhe rl8hE co speak githin rhe fraDevork of the

palEy, and driving back the eleoenEs of capicalisn rhich Here being re-born in the

counEryside. It, sEressed lhe danter of the Broslng confusion beEveen the inleresc8

of the Russlan scate as such and those of Ehe internacional Horking class' fhe De-

claracloE-of lhe 13 cond€sned the opporcuoist pollcy vhich laspired the aEre€EeBE

riEh the Blitl5h trade unlons iE Ehe Antlo-Russlao Cooollree aad providcd a covel

froi the Russiau revolutionaries for Ehe refornlst leaders sho bad.iust sabotaE'ed

Ehe ceDeral sErlke ln Ehe EonBh of t{ay. rn this r.'ay Ehe opposrtion declared r.ar on

Ehe cheory of'socialisn in a Slngle councry"' t'b1ch JusEified lhe oPporcunisE con-

cessions by Ehe foreltsn Conmunisc Partles and Ehe abandatrmenE of revoluEionaty per-

specElves.

The dlscussions rere exceedingly slrarp ' Dzerzhlnsky' Bhe head of the GPU' vas to d

of bear! fallure afEer a yiorenc speectr aElacking Kaoenev. A11 Ehe Proposals of Eh'

Thirreen yere defeated. and che Eajority, in iEs turn, counEer-a EEacked on 'breaches

of dlscipline". An oPPosiElonisE, ossovski' r'ho vas EullEy of havlnt rritten in

Pgl:lgyl! aa arllcle calliug for a ner PatEy' vas excluded' TroEsl(y aod hls friend

rho dl<l noE expregs solldarlEy YItb ht'8' none Ehe less refused !o voEe for hls exclu

lon, ia Ehe Eround tbac, in chelr opinion' rhe apParatus vas resPonslble for this

,,serlous nlscake". The Lashevltch affair sas retarded as "an illegal conspkacy" '

The gutcly vere censured, L:shevlBch rra s rcrsoved fron \ls posE as a Conlssar' and

vas barred fto8 the CenEral Comltlee and froE any responsible post for tuo years;

-zinoviev vas reruoved frotrl che polltburo and replaced by RudzuEak. The clostDg reso

urton accused rhe opposlrlon of bavtnr declded 
';:";;.-;".;-;;J"in" rtgtl defcEce of



42.

111. e ga Iof lls vierpolnt to Ehe creatlon of a rrast:

counErJr,

(18) .

orBanisaclon throuBhouE Bhe rhole
sp1lt il'

sitEtln6 ltself up agalnsc Ehe ParEy and' ln Ehls ray preparing co

The lessoa for the OpPoslEion eas clear' The PalEy 'vou1d never hear xha t' tt 6ald at

Ehe Cealral coEtrltlee. Ic nust address che Public oplnldn of rhe Part' direcEly'

uclllsina lhe hlrherEo clandesclne netvork for an open srtu33le ln Ehe Part'y ce1ls and

nuc1el. It declded to actenpE t'his "break outn for Ehe etrd of S€pcetrber' t'itb the

Flfleenth Cooference of the Parly in Prospec!' As 1! vas Probable !ha! ghe apParqtus

you1d. hit back, It, ras decided ttEE Ehe leaders of the opposltion Ehenselres sould

Go, aa rhe patty consEltuEion perEit'Eed' to Ehe vorkersr ce11s !o defend Ehelr Yiex-

point. there. TrocskT, Platakov' Badex ' Smilla and Sapronov ven! !o Ehe EeeEtn! of

the cell of lhe raipay vorkers .a x112n-ura1, and rere receiyed and heard' Ehere'

rhe cerl apptoved e Eocion rhlch repeated Ehe principal PoinEs in the Ptolral@e of

the OPPosition. fhe oPposicion rras re-ioicinti irs first "break ouE" had b€en a YicE-

ory. Dut Ehe Moscon ConniEEee proEested; lhe "chiefs of Ehe opposition nere noE lo

be alloved to lnjecE, an opposition fever inEo Ehe parEy". several days later lhe

sane :.eaders Presenled theoselYes aE lhe meeEing of the patry cell in lhe Aviopll!9r

alrcraft facEory, Ehe party offictals cal1ed on lhe retional co@lltEee for supporE'

U3lanov, xich his depuEy Rlulin ar' his side' al Ehe head of a shock Eroop' arrived

to re_inforce cb@, loo lace Eo preve'E TroEsky froo speaking, bur in Ei,,e Eo

threaEen and lnEiDldlEe ' Froo sepcenber 27 onrrards r l91yg3 U"s"tt Eo publlsh the

naaes of people "excluded for fraccional acEivities"' ID che voEe in rhich the

,,unitl,, Ehssi6, defended by RiuEin and uglanov' coqfronied Ehe "discussion" thests'

Bbere rrere 78 voles for unity and 27 for dlscussion' Glven che circrnsEances' Ehis

vas encouragint for Ehe Opposition'

BuE in realicy thi6 half-success vas only Ehe preface Eo serious defeats' In ooscov

as ln LeainSrad, Ehe apparaEus decided Eo silence the oPPositiou' FroE Eba! Eime

orrvards its speakers ran inco shock 3roups - of rrhich Riutin :n Moscov vas Ebe ortan-

iser - vhicb thlstled, shouted' nade them inaudible' ProYoked lncideoEs and fishls'

At the Putilov factory ln Leninttad zinoviev vas able to sPeak for a quarEer of an

hour anld. the uProar' and 3oc 25 Yoles againbE 1375' rhe opPosl'Elon denounced lhe

nethods of pollttcal 3antsterlsrl of che apparatus' shich Pur 'hooliGans'r lnto che

neeEinS,s to lnEloldate Ehe nDrkers' SEalin regorted thal tE vas "Ehe Yolce of Ehe

parEy"r h€alEhy and solId, vhich xas drowning" lhaE of the a8iEators' In facE' the

nos! Gerlou6 thlnG, ls lrlaE the slront-arn men of Ehe coruqitcees ruled eith i-lllpuniEy

ln Eh? party ce11s andEbat thc vorkers renalned indiffcrent and' in Ehe end' docile'

They could Yot,e for rhe Oppositlon on a "special occaslon"' but Ehey ctBnaed thelr

ninds lnraediaEely vhcd coEfronted' rlEh vlol encb and EhreaEs' The Rlezan-Ural celI

had another EeeElnti iE reyersed lcs earrier decision, and HoloEoY denounced lhosc

rhohadloEhcalEatedEo.trytofllnrt'hetlselveslncoagorkers.cell.'.TheopPos.
icion nas bortled uP' cau3hr in a t'raP' lf it tried Eo conEinue j'ts efforrs to brei



oulrthece.].1neeEintsueretobetheresEriccedsceneofors'anisedbaEtles'ofuhich
Ehey r,ould be accused. of beiD! Ete ln6Ei6arors, uiEbouE thetr bein8'able to xis a

slntle EuPporter' Tbe Dass of tbe Party had deroascrated thlsi lE vould accepE l.lsh'

out, fllnchin3, boch iLc otott' ttlgt"lon of dlscus6lon aod che exclusions xtrlcb rlould

not fall to come afuerfiards ' s, opposlcloa

The ',b1oc, sas spllEElnt up; sooe of lhe foflDer supPotters of the l{orkerl

or of the DenoctaEic c""tt"tt* Eroup vere cninrting thaE Ehe denonsLration uas conl

pleted, thai no reSeneralion of Ehe Party "' oo""to'" and rhaE Lhe revolucionaries

rnusE break vith iE' Zinoviev and KaneneY' on Ebe olher hand' sere rerrified by the

developIEenE 6f Ehe acrlvicy ghich they tlad undergaken' They kneH ttraE Ehey had

placed themselves ln dlfficulcy uy effectiYely organising a fracElon' after Ehey tEd

many Ei$es Publlcly aer""aea cue prorrtuirion of flaccions' Ehereby agitating che base

a8ainsE Ehe Ceniral conmlEtee of vhich they sere'tnerlbers' They therefore eaEEed' Eo

tonofurEhefdornEheroaa*trtcnvasleadln8tneopposiiionEoexclusion.TroEsky
likenlse condeaned any proJect to conslrucE t ""to* 

Parly' and continued to belieYe

in the possibtliEy of ie8'eneraBion' Hovever' n" ut" not' Ehink EhaE Ehe ouEcooe of

Ehe barrle sould' be u""io"u ln a fes veeks' ttt *" no' resigned to being excluded

vithouc sayln8 t'haE he had Eo say'buE he also feared cfre d'iscoura8e$enE and collapse

of Zlnovlei and' xaEeDeY' vho fell frour hi6her llBn he did' because chey vould drag

the opposigio" ao*" 'lct' 
tt'*' He lherefore t"fiet"a lhat he could possibly ne8'otl-

aEe Eo regah tn tne party rltbout' caplrulatin8' rhtle avo'ldinE lhe exclusion' uhtch

zhe rorklnS,-c1ass base' lhe srake' tn grre strucl'"' *t" in dan8etr for Ehe Eooen!' of

accePtln8 ltltb lndiffelence ' - !tr-- ira.

DlscusslonbetseenthesecreEatlacandcheheadsofBheOPPosltlonbeganonoct'ober
4. Stalln flnally accepled' a text shlch o"rln"t"o Ehe oPPositlon not' to be exclud-

ed. A declaratlon t"""t * TroEsky' zt"otlev' ?latakot' Ievdoklroovr Kamesev and

sokolnikov' declated tlt rt stood as a vhole by the Poslt'lons exPlessed' in rhe De-

clarat,ion of Ehe 13' DuE it discLained Ebe 
'o""'o" 

of Shliapnikov and' Hedvedev in

favour of a nes parEy' as gel1 as t'hose "f 
tn" fot"ian suPPorEers of the opposition'

suvarin, Haslov, Burb Frscher and others, ,n"-ororr"i, cri.lcised Ehe rncerDat'ronal '

Aboveall,cheheadsofcheopPosillonadDiEted'rhefracgionalcharaclerofEheir
actlYltyandreco6'nlsed't'baBEheylaainfrfngeadisclprlne'rheyundercooktbence:
forEh ro observe disciplrne and ca1Ied "n." 

an]r"-".rr"a"" "to dissol've all fracElon

a1 eleoenEs Hhich bave been formed routrd Ehe ;;";';;t" of Ehe opPositton" The 0P

posrtron declared a*a an"-.rr"sron nade by. Krupskaya co rhe scockholm coaferelce

rras nisEaken, to lhe erEeng ct^t lt,,coura te regata"o t" a chreat to spllg"' rE

conclud.ed: "Each of us undercakes to defend t'il concepclons solely slthin Ehe

forrn s laid d'orm by che consEituEion and the decisions of Ehe con8resses and of Btre

Cenrral Comnlccee of our Parcy' because 'u "t" "ont'oced 
that al'1 lhat ls correct 1r

-our i.deas vr1. be adopced by the parry in Ehe course of lcs future nork' (19) '
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The declaration of october rG rzrs the capi-tulat:on ^ho'rt which histo:lans talk so nuch '

llone the less; it was the recognitic:r of a se"er3 deieat' The 1e1'lers ''rho siSxed it cut

themselvegofi'fronpartoftheirsupportelswhen},he:'.disavowedthel.ed',redev-ShliapniJ<o',
group, and their gave to sone Pople the lmpression ti:rt they hsC :etreFted 't lhe noment

when their vere Personslly thr"nte:lec ivith e'tclrrsirn' Above alf i\'-'yaccertec bein8 put

back j.nto the vicious circle fron rvhich they irp4 trieil to breal: out dl, irt' the s!'ring' fi::st

byorganisingtheirfre'ctionanrl'secondLy'intheeutrrnnbliPnetr'tingthepartycells'
fhey accepteC that, rvhile ne'iatainin; the vievpoints ' tirey woul<i exr]ress the or-1y in the

leattingcooni'l;tees'wheretheygtoo(]nochanceai.!.ei;4'follorvecrrplnd':'rouJ.dneverbelglor{n
by the parff nembets ' liany suoDortero of the Ori:osition rmderstool the declaration as a

confession of i,o, potence; ti)e advocrtes of trori:ars' ie.ocracy ga've u' tefendirg it' In the

eyes of naqy, also, the game rss played ort' )iunerous militants rbr:lrioned positlons which

froothatti.loeonwardstheyreaardedasbei.rrgiri.thoutperspective.

Stalln illnediately accused the Oppositi.on of playing a <louble gane, of asking for a truce ir

l,loscow and at tho sane time of stabbing the Party in the back' So he decLared that the

alol.sticehadbeenbrokeaantlobtai:redfrontheCentralcolElitteeadecisiorrthatadebatel
the opposltion, to be opened bl' hinselfr shoutd b€ placeit on the agentla of the Eifteenth cot

ference. I{e sutmitted his draft report to the ?o1i tburo on October 25; in i't he characten

lsed the OpPosltion as a rrsocial-Democratlc fraction"' At that point

Ihe Fl.fteenth Confelence

.. fre Opposltion 
"{ouLdt 

however ' not obtaln the truce xhich 1t had negoti'ated and hoped to get

ln the perspectlve of a dernocratically prepared congress' The fi6ht started up egafui anA

l'
the gifteeilth congfess wag not to neet untit the end of 192/, after the lesders of the oplos-

ition had been excluded' 0n Octobe:' 18' ltax lsstnsn publisheC in tle lleg York Tines the

Testanent of Lenin' The oreceding autrum' fc1loNi1q the public'ttion of a book by Eastnal

flhichlentionedtheexistenceofthisdocurilentlnc,:iuoted.Ialgeextrirctsfromit,Trots)ry
hadagreeil-ontheinstructions,ashewrotetoifuralovilllg2a,oftheleadilgnucleusof
thc.Opposltloa (ZO) - to publlsh i' "81:!9J*'ra 'rery strongly uorded disclaiuer of the

;"*"rttrrrr*, practicaffy accusing hi-m of f r',se slanders on t)"e lussian party ( Zr) ' In

lealityrbeceuseEastmanNaswelliglorfitobearersonrlfrlendo'fTrotsl(y'itisevidentto
e.'BlTonethatTrotg}vhadnotbeenabletoignorethisinltiative.,r?renheagreedtothe
ultinatrraofthePolltburobeceuseheJufuedthemornentinopporb.rnetostartanewbattle'

- trotstry lan the risk of cuttinS himself off fron his orm frlends abroail and of beilg regarde'

il even srnong the Eetrbers of the opposition as a 'rcaPitulatorrr' rn r925-Trotstg':,::::t'":" 
l

i tras er/e! worser East'o"n took the i'nitiative' in the thick of the battle ": :':,:::::'::fl: I

. ition for a brea}-through, to publlsh this document lrnd belleved that he hAd the 
:,,':":,' ",, 

l

, n"f.oo"tg for doi'g so. But he cou,. not sues that, in the interr4l' tn" 
:'*::*::l^::: l: I

.toretreatandthatthedcoument.,rastoappeartrvocaysafterthecec].arationofoctoberlo.]



there deYeloPed a scene of extraordlnary Yiolence' ln the course of uhlch Trolsky

called Stalln -thc arave-dljr'er of the retolullon'' Natalla Sedora has descrlbed

Ebe reecclon of TrcEskT's frlends' r'ho vere terrlfled' and PlatakoY' vho Yas Yery uP-

seE, rePcaElntl "t{hy dtd you say thac? He ri11 DeYer forBlYe fE' (22)''

Dullnt the Fifleenth Conferencc' fron octob€r 2l to Novenbe! 3' the heads of the op-

postlionsEoodbyCbelerEsofEheirOctoberdeclaratlotl'atrdrerDalnedsileiEforsix
days, d.esPtte Ehe atcacks and sarcasl[ o! vhich rhey vere lhe objecE' On che seYenEh

dzy ol I e conference, Stalin spenr Ehr€e hours PresenElnt his report on lhe opposit-

lon and the lnterral sltuelion in che party' After havln6 recalled' at 1en3th' viac

Zinoviev and Kamenev bad sald about Trocsky' and vbaE TroEsk' had said abouB zlnotiet

and KaEeneY' he rePeaEed che aitack ' vhich by nov sa6 Eradltional' on

-TroEsky1su", vblch, he sald, tbe people of Ehc "nev oppositioo" had joined' He de-

nounced Ehe fracEional acclvlty' of vhich' accotdlnE Eo hin' Bhe declaratlon of octotr

er 1r, a ,nanoeuyre !o .eceiyc lhc parEy, vas only' one aspec!. since the opposltlon

had Insisted on EalnEainln3 lrs polnt of vicr n:'5 a vhote'r' Ehen 1eE lc eac Ehe soup

It has ltself cooked!". He counter-posed, co Ehe policy of lndusErial isa g ion vhicb

lf suppoqted, nhea lf -rould condeo tbousaad s of norkets and Peasaocs to poYerEy"

t.he pollc, of tbe cestEal Co[ullttee' for an lnproveEeDB of selfare slthouE social

convulslons, traduallrt "Less ctrecler' roore PoslEIYe' creallYe eork for soclalist

construcclooi. He ended l.lEh an appeal for srru83le co force the opposlEloB co cap-

iEulaBet 'To reallse Bhe r0ost coEpleie unlcy' ve tlusE cake ole Eore slep foruard'

tle rust teE the OpPostt'ion bloc Eo renotrDce lts fuod:lental Dlstakes and thus ProEecE

Ehe PaEEy and Leslnlso aSalnst all revlslonist attacks and ltrempcs" (23) '

Kauenev spoie first for Ehe oPposltion' Hc vas frequentl'' lnterrupted' buE Yas

dlanifled and ln conrrol of hlrosell' He explalned th€ declaraElon of october 1l as

adenonsEraElontbatlheyVantedtoa?oidathreatcalnfsPliE.NoneEheless'Ehe
opposltlon could no! reoaln ellent ln che face of tbe accusaElons vhlch sEalln had

,oade. The bealonlnr of hls sPeech lndtcaEes hov hl3h feellnl r'as ruanin! In Ehe con'

ference ball. Thc dcle3ales vho had received SBalin uith "enchusiasBic oYaEions"

vhen he recalled lhe past pole,ics betyeen zinoviev, xa'e'ev or Trotsky aud Lenlnr

screared about ..inad-aissible .0erhods" vhen reslnded of Duktrarln's altacks on Lenin ln

1918. Kanenev caluly discussed lhe 'exaj3eraced eccusaElous" hurled ac the oPposlt-

ion and developed the ar!\'ments vhlch lt adranced on the econoolc tleld' on the

qucstlon of tbe brrresucra E l sa tlon of lhc parEt' he dcclared lhal the a11lance of cbe

nes opposltion rilh Trotsky resEed on the Y111 to rdeferid cettaln rell-e stabl I shed

conceptlone'. st311n's resolut'lon nade difflcult 'ihc coEEon vorL vhlcb lhe oPPosIc

lon deelrrd". Tbe shrleks of the del€PEes uould nol rdYence che dlscusslon oEe

lncht 'Accule us, coarades' If you ulsh' buE r'€ no lonter llYe io tbe H-ddle Afes'

l{e no lon3er llrc ln the tlne of Yltch-hunEs' (24)'

Accordlna Eo Trocskyr s blolrapher, DeuEacher, he dellvered one of brs lreatcst apcech

In foro and brllllanl and cl€taced is conBenc' He cooPclled
es. IE v.s Eod€ra'te
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hls audlence co llsten ln a bosclle but respectful sllcnce, rnd seYeral tl-mes Yas to

obtain an exte[slon of hia apeakln3 Ehe' He explalned che reasoaa behlnd Ehe de-

clrratlol o( Octob.t lal 'The fracElonal :'rturPness ol the sEru'tle or tbe parE of

the Opposltton - vbateYer Eay bavc 6cen the cordlElons shlch ploYoked lc - could havc

bectr IncerPretcd u, Eany tollltlrE8 - and rc811' vetc ao lnlcrpreted - as lf the dit-

fereoces of oplalou YenE ro tar aa to n:ke Joiot rork lEPosslble" ' The object and

lhe Eeanlat, of lhe doctaratlon o( Octobet 1l vere !o lalc'rate the delence of Ehe

oplnions vhlch re bold Iq..the tralerork o' the coE@on sork and soliditylnr respons-

lbtllty ot che Pollc, of tbe Party as a vhole'' On the econoolc situarlon' he lave

statl6Eics.. IE nas ln I]o lray caEaslrophic' buE lbe Yorst thin' sould be to close

one's eycs, not, Eo speak Ehe Eruth, ln Efuoe. He recalLed Ebe proPosals of the oppos'

Itlon, adeltted t.baE Ehey coul'd have been EisEaken' buE deDanded Eo knos hos' as the

reporter trad. declared, chey could be consldered as " soc laL-denocra E lc" if the Yord

had aDy neanin3. He Yas, be sald, accused of I'ackln3 coafldence; Done the less' he

had proposed, in'Tonardo Socialisn or Capiuliso" raies of lnduscrlal developnenE

three tl,rtes as htah a6 those proPosed' by Ehe Centnl CcilrlltEee ' He vas' he said'

accused. of spreadlna panlc, by {orecastln8 a conflict belren Eosn and councry' and

sp€akllt of Bussla's Dced tor Ebe 6uPPort of the r'orkers of Eutope' None the less'

the recent past ras tbere, to deaonatrate Eb'E Ehe h)'Pochests vas plausible' Had

they fortotte! trronscad! aDd the crlsis of 1921? llad lhey for'otlcn t'he lnfluence

of Ehe Bussian Revoluclon on Ewope and the de{e!c. of iE by tbe EuroPean norklnj

c1a ss?

He then ven! to Ebe tseart of the debaEe, tbe d16cusslotr lbou! Ebe coDscrucgion of

socialiso in a slD.ll'e counEr)r. Hc bejan by nekinl Ehe confeEeoce lau'h ac Ehe ex-

penseofDukballo-andlhirrasnogoallachleYelqeflE-vhotradrecent,lTgriElenlhat
ll yas possibl€ to consrruct sociellsa lndePendeoElT of luEernaElorEl cosdltlons'

Dukerin can Jus! as rell ao stark naked out in the slreeEs ln Moscov la January'

Trotsky said, "lndependently" of the po)'ice or lhe leoperaEure ' Trotsky sald tbal

he yas concerned tbar Ehe ParEy leadershlp dld nol seek to use lhis theory to Justlfy

rouliEtsE norklnlr rhich coacealed a renu-uci:cion and loss of confideDce ln revolut-

ionary perspectlves. Tbe real danaer 1ay cbere' Fo" Ehere vas no reason Eo tbiDk

cbag the Russlaasl tE thetr couuEry, could succeed In construcElnj soclellsu aBy Elore

reaslly tbaa tbe Yorkets of Europe coul'd BakG the revoluElon' tse srmed up bis pos-

itioot,IchtnlEtrettheVlccoayofsociallsoltrourcounErycanonl,be.rrarunteed
by e vlcEorlous rcvoluBioa of cbe EuroPcan prolelarlat" Bul ve Eust lot dlsBorE hl'

vord,ss'IfnedonotbellevecbrEourstatelsaprolctarlanstt'e'Ylthbureaucrat'
lc deforBation6, it ls tEue, Ehac Is, a sEage shlcb Dust b€ brou'ht stlll' cl'oser to

tbe rorllna class, delptcc cerBaln Dlslakeo bureaucratlc oplnlonsr lf rre do BoE be-

lieyr chlt out bulldiDa ls soclellst, lf re do not belleve tbat tbere are In our

counBEr, sufflclenc resourcea !o devclop chc sochllsg econool" if t'e v€rc noc con-

vincedofourc@PleEeandfinaltlcEor,'ltltevldcntthaEourPlacerouldnolonje'
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be in the ianks of a conqnuals! party". This ls Hhy the opposiclon condenns any

spllt."Bu!anyonenhobellevesthatourstateisaProletarlanslaEe'rlthbureau-
craEic deforDations d.ue to the piessure of che petty bour3eois el'enent and to caplcal-

lst encltcle$eEE, anyone sho thinks tha! our pollcy does noc sufflclenBly etrsure Ehe

nes aLlocaEion of lhe national resources, Eha! person rbould struttle, rith the 
'0eans

provided by the ParBy and on lhe road of Ehe pariy' a8alnsc HtIa E he reE'ards as danter-

ous, vhile cakin3 fuII responsibilicy 
'ot 

the shole of lhe Policy of Ehe Parcy and of

the rorkers' state" (25).

Ihe nelhods of the aPparatus, of vhich the resoluEion presenced by sEalin Yas an ex-

anple, ptesehE a real danter' tha! of cransforminS Ehe agreeaenE reactred on OcEobet

1l inlo a scraP of PaPer, of leadin3 Eo rhe re-birth of fracEloDal 
'aeEhods 

and' fin-

ally, of Ebe danter of sPlits'

Zlnovlev, rho sPoke afler TroEsky' cuE a poor fi3ure' He did Eot succeed ia doDinaE-

int che disorderly assembly' He atEacked the tone of lhe arEicles io tbe press Hbich

vere a3insc lhe opPositioo' such as the "Connuois! Yoice" of saraEov' uhlch quoEed

Ehe verse of Blok, "Is it our fault Eha t' your skeleloo cracks und'ef our heaYJr' fee!?"'

and oEher journals trhictt sroEe about 'beat'in3 dorrn the 0pposlrion"' But hls noral-

isin3 and his rerDinisccnces about hon Lenin lrealed the opposltion ln hrs t18e pro-

voked lhe hilarity of rhe d.eletaEes, Hho heard hlmr at the same tire, excuse thetr on

Ehe pretexE thaB the inietnal scru33le "is nor vated in kid 6loves" aDd thaE "exailer-

aEions ate i'nevitable". After he lrad referred Eo che real diverSences by hidiol

behindquolacionsfroroLenin,hecouldnocnakehi:uselfheardaboveEherioE'despite
his declatacions: "I am only jusrifyin3 myself and I accuse no one"' He had !o

avoid speakin! abouE lhe International and lhe "bloc" siEh Trotskyi his tine was ex-

hausEed, and desPiEe bls aPPeals t'he contress refused co excend it (2') '

He vas an easy pley for a hitherco unknown Buklarin' vho ras sarcastlc' nordant' viol'

ent, cynical and deleflnined to ctush the OpPosltlonlsEs by thorou'h1y exploitln3

their hesilaEions and concradlciions' "Cornrade Zlnoviev" ' has t'old us hov Lenln

r.elr knen hov !o deaL slth an opposition, siEhouE needlnt Eo exclude eYerybody' shen

Zi-noviev himself , in a vorkers, meecin!,, could 6et onr,y cso votes. Lenin He11 kn9H

shat Eo do. Dut hofl can ve exclude eYerybody' vhen these people only ha7e tHo

voEes?HhenrehaveallthevoEesonoursideandtnoalalasE't.hentheseEvoYoEes
shou! abouE ,,Therrnldor,'r then ue need Eo Ehink abouE it" staltn JuePed uP !o shoH

hls dellihEed approYal', as did rhe shole confeaence' rhen Dukharin saidt "Iou say

you rerreaEed for fear of a catastrophe. Te1I us sErai8ht, is the carastrophe a

split? Three PeoPle Put ouE of Lhe Party' Ehere you bave all tha! che sp1lc con-

sists of .., AfEer a ferocious 3lbe at Zinoviev aDd hls 'neasureless 7'nity"' Bukh-

arln leE f1y tbis cluel remarkt "Au thls i" " 1a1sq"'(27)

aukharin, s speech set the Eone. MoloEov denounced Ehe Opposition as seE "on the

.roed Eo KronsEadtr'. He declared that "ProPa8anda for ldeas hostile !o Leninisa



ls incornPalible ,lth the qual lgy of De'bershlP of Bhe Pargy" and EIEE a Parly Eetrber

cour.d. nog perElt r,the d.e"eropment and d.eepenln3 of che soclal-Deoocra glc devratlon"'

Bykoy, vho in his opentog apeechl ln rhlch he accused the opposiclon of "defeaEtsm"'

had oonc che 1'rs "t"ot"'""d 
tttat "1t' Yould bc absurd to accuse chc opPosltion of

sorklnc, coasclously for rhe defeat of the dlccatolshlP of the Prolet'rlat"' ca11ed at

che cnd of the confelence for ,'the party Eo take Ehe Deasures trecessary co ensure iEg

unlty and go nainuln the ldeologlcal flrnness o"tt llng" (28) ' rhe former OpPos-

Itionisc Larin denounced "shaE ls roiten in rhe ideas of the OPPosltlon" and declaredt

"The revolutlon is deYeloping over the heads of certain of its leaders" (29) ' Hore

seriousEhlntsveretofotlo''ShllapnikovaD'dHedYedeYdenouncedghelror'nDIsEak-
es and cal1ed on thetr "";;";t"t" 

to "'66is 
(30) ' Ktup skara broke xiEh Ehe Opposlt-

lon. l{IEh the capitulatlon of one vho eas the incarnailon of 'tbe splrit' of che 01d

Borsheyrks, lE che eyes of nany, the appara.us ron a lteat norar Ylclory'

In Scalln's reply to rhe d'lscusslon' he denanded Ebe caPlru rEion of che r'hole of the

opposirion' and tbteaEened! "Eilber you fulfill Ehese condilions' rhicb represent

Ehe PteTconditlons for che uniEy of che ParEy to be conPleEe' or you do noE' and lhe

parEy, vhlch defeated you yesterday' Eonorror si1l flnaUy desEroy you" (31) ' The

resolulion,ghichlrasvoEed.unanlnously,condennedEheoPPosiEionasa..social-deoo-
cracrc deviatron, and lgs acElYiEy, "nhrch can onry underornc rhe unity ot tbe ParEy'

r.eaken'ihediclacorghiPoflheproletariaEandlerlooselnlhecou'ItryEheantl-Pro-
lecarlan forces xtrich seek to r'eakened and' lo brln' d'orm Ehe diccaBorship" (32) '

Trotsky atrd Kanenev vere excluded frotr lhe Pol''Eburo' Ttre confereoce detuanded Ehag

the Execurlre Comittee of Btte coEnunisc lntcrnaEional remove Zln31/iel. fron bls posil'

lon.

This ll$e, on the 1etel of hlrhly-Placed indivud 116' the rouc rJas cosrPlele ' Ac the

neetinE of the ExecuElYe corornittee of Ehe corununist Internarional in Decenbet L9?l

(the Seventh Plenurn) ' the supporEers of t'he opposition 1o forei3n conmunlst parties

vere exPelled, afcet a report by Stalin' Zinoviev dld not' appeal' buc deliYered

"sorne expl'anations"' Trocsky pleaded once a3ain ajainsc Bhe cheory of "socialio in

a sintle country" ' Nearly all the foreion deletates had been lined-up in advance'

TheFrenchdeleaate,JacquesDoriot'dtstin6uishedhinsolfbyhi'sdenunciaEionofthe
proPoselsot'LheopposllionthicbhadbeenadYancedPriraEelyinhisoresencebyrhe
YujoslaY, Vuya Vuyovitch' Hho had already been rexoved from his post as secreEary of

the Youn! Couunlst InEernaElonal ' SEaIin's closint stateEent set' Ehe tone: "To

the quesiion about his past a3 a Henshevikr Trorshy h:s repried' noc t'iEh posln6'

Ebat lbe very facr chat he Jolned the parLy proves tbaE he bas left behind all L!s!

Geparated hin froE BolshetisEr up to ttta! tirDe on Lhe tbreshold of Ehe parcy' Hou

can anyone deposiE sltph fiLth on she threshold of the party? Did Ttocsky puc lt

EheresoasEobaYeEobanduhaltrecoulduseinfucuresEruG'ilesxlEhinEtieparcy?"

-(33) rL^-^ .,h^ suoDorled che ldea o

The lnternal dlffereoces nldened tn the oPpostcion' Those t{ho suPPo



a ncr.r parEi, Ehe former supporters of the Democraric CenEralj'sn Eendency' che "'ec-

iscs, regarded che Fifteenth Conf,erence as having demonscrated noc only that Ehe ap-

paratus t,ras deEermined and Ehat ic dominaced che deBenerated parry, bug also that

rhe lead.ers of rhe opposiEion vere oppo.[,iF! and persiscencry recained Ehe llluslons

r{hich led co their capitu;ation on october 1I' They broke aray fron che Unified 0p-

posiEion and, Yith Sapronov and Vladimir Smirnov, forrned the "Group of Fifteen"' vho

believed Ehat che inner-Party strultle Has takin3 on a class characier:

"on Stalin's side, he has the arny of funcionaries, xhile che opposiEion atErac!s

che irorkin8-c1ass fraccion of the parry; Scalin's iroup and the pecEy bourleoisie

vho supp6rt him can be oYerchrovn only if Ehe OPPositlon can be sure of the acEiYe

synpalhy and suPporg of the Yorklnl class; ll ls therelore neceasary to forn a

nucleus to defend Ehe cause of the proletarian reYolution" (36) '

At che oEher extreDe, oEher ner0bers of the opPosition drev the concluslon that lhe

Fifleench conference had shovn chaE any courprooise Has ltnposslble, nililants vho t{ere

convinced that. tbe foruration of the second party vould be a caEasErophe for Ehe cause

of socialism had no alternatire to capicularion, to botr before lhe Ylctorious leader-

ship, to dlssolve Ehe fracclon and to keep silenE' Zinoviev and Karnenev rere qulte

read.y to suppor! thac point 6f rlev. ConfronEed by Ehe rePresslon ln tbe. parEy and

by rislnj nunber of expulsions ehich sere in process, they Issued as Eheir slopn

fo. th"iErrppo.lers rha. they should seek at all cos.s no. to be excluded, co'ceallnt

lhelr viers.if necessary and, yoEint sllh che najorlty Eo Prolect Chemselvest ln Ehelr

opinlon, no struttle vas possible ocherlrise than sithin che party'

Trotsky and his close frlends of Che nucleus of Che TvenEy-Ihree had no illuston aboug

Ehe effecriveness of chis racEic, lhich led inevicably to denorallsaEion and flnally

lo abandoni,n6 the sEru3tle. They thourht ttraE eYery day Yas brinlinj note proof tbaE

they vere on lhe ritht road. Had noc Ehe "c1ass-eneEy", Usrrialor, just t.rilten in

his emig,re j ournal, llovost! Jisny, on 0ctober 191

"Clory lo che Politburo if che declaracion of repentance by Ehe leaders of Ehe 0p-

posilion j.s Ehe resull of gheir uni1,]cera1, un-condltional capiculatlon' BuE lt
rrould be delorable if iE Here the ouEcome of a conprornlse,.. The vicCorious

Central CommiCtee nust acqulre an inner inununlCy a3alnst the deleterlous poison of

lhe Opposition... orhervise rhis $ill be a calamity for the councry"' This j's

Hhy ne are nol. only aSainst Zinoviev but dellberately for Scalln" (35)'

Noneghe less, these sere artuments vhich, co be solid, couLd, ierninate only in anoEher

soil, another parBy and ln a vorkin3 class less indifferenc and less exbausted'

Trotsky 6ave Victor Ser8e !o understand, in a .conversaEibn t{ich hin' lhaE lhe di6loyal'-

Ey of SEalin and lbe Dechods of che apparaEus uere noE the only reasons for their
pli6,ht. on Novenber.26 he daafced, for himself, sone theses uhich uere never conpletr

ly f+nlshed, but Hhlch provide us rrLEh his personal aPPreclaElon of che siruaElon and
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ya6 belna abuscd, and to preserve thc PoEslbil,ltles of rcvoku!lon ouEslde. Tbc appar-

alus took'rooE ln Chc b.ckYardncrs of the Bussian tolsaes, lhelr poYercy and lack of

cul,ture, ln thelr dlsllluslonenE, thalr incrtla' thclE dGspalr and an iustlqctl?e

conscrvrEls!. ThG rlctory of r revolulloa rbroad' capeclally lf lt happeaed ln an

adrrnccd country - vhicb bis rnalyrla led hi! to belleve vas possibl'e - could reverse

tbc altuatlo!. Iu a fcs d:y8 lE rould dcflete thc noaseuse about 'soclalisa ln a

slnale cou[Ery", and rould brlne bacl tbc Easses lnro acllYlcy' thos€ Dasscs ubo

,.rD:ke pollElcs', as Lcni.a loYed to rc?€at. Thercfore' ebove all't Ehe Uarrist aDa-

lrses and lnlcrnaElonali st prlnclplca based uPo! then bad co be Deirlained' The

fijbl had Eo be kePt up atalEst' consohcory lies and disarninq' illusions' ReYol'ut-

ionary perspeccives had Lo be sBintained' even chouG'h at cbat rnoEen! they Here neither

accepced nol underscood ' ID the end the oPpositlon follored hin and aE the end of

Decenber (1925) lE rras functionlnt aGalo' eYen Dore clandestinely Ebrn before' and

seriously dinlnished.

Tne Chinese RevoluEion
-:-----------
The ninier of lg2l - 27 passed viEhout. incidenrs or porernics. Eron APril onHards

the battle broke ouc again, tbis Ei-De about lbe chiEe6e Bevolution' The oppositlon

altacked tbe Pollcy rblcb the loternatloDal ' o[ the Instruclio! of the leaders of the

Russlan cotraunisc Palty, Y.as operaEinj iu Cbio:' The stake ia tbe battle ras an h-

portalt, on€, lt coEcerned, as TroEsty Eal(' -Ehc faEe of thc Chinese proletariat" but

throuththcrevolutloovhlcbwealobillsinSchelloollllonrrorkersend!eD.sofnllll.
ons of pea6ants of chtn. lnElei! OodtSFEn. oId chiner thc rbol'€ of rcvolutlooary

strat€lJr, thc role of tbe Partr, tbe Placc of thc rast orgaalsacioos' the D'ture of

Ehe SEate povct aud tbe relaElooa becYeea Ehe Yaatuard end lhe lessca cane InLo

quesclon, as in 1917 .

To be rure, there Yere lEPorEaat dlffcrences' fhc Chloese prolecariar' llke lndusE!'

ial capltallsra, Yas lesa develoPed ltl.a lt had becn ln Russia' Tbe ol'd raudl'ords'

ruleyasnearl'rlnEacElnchccoutrtryslde'rhllcthe'uthorlEyofthestatetratbrok-
en and ln plcces, undcr Ehe ccDblned blot'6 of forei6o dlsneEbeEent and of che firsr

reYoluclon,tllthaseriesofrar-lordsconErollin3differentreSlons.Essenclall/l
hovever, the develoPEenE of Chlncse soc1eEy conforned co the 1av of uneven deYeloP-

EenE and lhe tcvolullon unfolded I'D accordance l,ith the lav of cooblncd developnent '

as ln Bussla slncc the bc1lnnlni of the lgEh cenEury. rn facr the essential di'ffer-

encebeEYcenEhcErorevolullonrliesinthcfacEtrleErheRusslanEevoluElongasEhe
firsE of cbis k!!d ln e ecsl-coroular eormcry. chiBa, thc colonirl cbaraccerlGlica

of vhlch vcre EorG acccncuatcdt lrad' lu reBurE' lhc pos6lbllit' of beneflccln3 not

only by che cxp€El€Bce but stl11 [orc frcE che edvtce 8Bd Eecbnlcal end Dll l cart

e6slscancc of thc Ru6tsl8a Counlrts '

Ic vss in April 1927, tbrt t'hc opposltlon Drde the "Chlnesc questlon' lhclr var-hor se '

Iror,.v.t, ttle rctlvlt'Y of Ehc chlB'sc co(Eunlsts gecac' aud noreover in self-defencet
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6ceEs to b.ve devcloPed dlffercatt, fro! tba! of Ehe DolsheYlkr lD 1917' at e tiEe

rhen thc nrts toveucuE rat dGYGI'opln! rlola abller llncs' lt L922 che very e'11

Cmrunls!PatEyrYhlchBslcdbyG!'eaTu-hsiu,'dlstlB6ulshedlDEellectual'dc-
clded tbat lts Eetlbcrt Ehould lndltlduall, €nEGr thc trudlnten!' the tr:cloEallsE

party rhicb Sua Yat-Se!, che faEher of the fhs! Chlnese revolutloE' had Inaplred and

orgaolsed. AE lhe Et!e' tbe Ksmlalanj lcself res ln <tispute rtEh lts orn jenerals

oyer Ehe cotrtrol of South Chin:.

The ruoolnBant rra s r eova.rd.ly enough or3antsaElon' Its pro3rame tacluded thc r'al-

lsation of national unlty, a3tarlan reforo and, ln a cercaln sensc' soclall-sB'

cc,EEunists Gnlered. lc ln crrder !o Eaka conEact Yith lts vorkinj-clase supporcers, vho

yere Rur[erous ln the canlon re61on. Ia 1924 lhe sun lag-Sen EovernEent sianed a

ErealyofalllancerithYoffe,tbcsovietarubassador.Theyou:rjChlnesetratlorrallsE
EoveEen! raa scellas external PoiEEs of suPPor! aad dld noE overlook Ehe PresEi'e

sblch the flrst YicEorlous tevolultoa eaJoyed to thc eycs of che Chtnese rorker8 aad

peasants. Tbe Busslan Polltbulo seqE a rcsidctrt counsellor to Ehe Xuooinlant'

Dorodh( Tbc Chlnese Connunist ParEy, rhich Jolaed the KuonlnEang' provlded lt ritb

or3aulslug cadres uho dtd tbelr bes! to copy Ehe siructurc and Eelhods of Ehe BoIsheY-

lks. Russlen officets led tbe les naEionallst aray aad Cbl-uese officers folloned

coutses ln Hoscos.

oEeoftbese,ChiengKai-Cbek,onhlsteturniolg26,fousdedthel{baEPoanilltart
acad€ny. fh18 arblttous soldler, a :ifted t'a, tbc luc:rnauion of che 

'ouDg 
Cbln-

cs€ bour3egisl€, learned Eo u5e rcvoluElonart laalu:je ' He declared before a coa-

fereoce of tbe Xuoltntaugt

"our elllance yltb the Sovlct Unionr r.ilh tbc uorld reYolullon, Is h reallly aE

alllance vitb rLl Ehe r.yoluEionary partics rhlch struaale In coqaon alalosE tbe

ilperlallsts ln order Eo accoEpllsb the vorld t"to1og1en" (38)' The cancon

cba'ber of cc,oerce endcd a proclaEation vit.b tbe crr, r'Lona Ltve tbe rorld Revolut-

ion!". In facE lbe consiruccioD of che rEEionallst slate ln South Cbin: Yas carried

ouE thanks !o che tnobilisation of the vorker and Peasanl. Easses'

Eorcyer, che yorless 8Dd pc8s.EES bcaan to acr ou tbetr or.n .ccoulc. The SrcaE srril

lncant,oaaadHous'Konlinlg24sayEheappearalceofYhatrrastDfact,t'heflrsEchiE,
ese Soviet, tbe cooillllee of the scrlkersr delcSatcs' clccc€d by che rorlers' It

d,isposed, of a force of 2rOOo artred Pickets' It bad s pollce' It sreated lts ot.n

lay courE, lls ogn 6cboo1s. It lctlstat€d rnd carried out it6 declslons' orSanls-

lnc iti coEnitcees for feedlog and transport elc' FroE chat rooenl the dlfflculBies

be6an. Hhile che lcadea6 of the KuqrintanE, did cbclr best Eo cbeck Ehe dcveloPEeat

of Ehe lrorkcrs' rovcaent, tbc I'cadershiP of thc Chlaese comunlst Prrty ProPoEGd' ln

ocEobeE 1925, tbac the, should leave the KuoELntant, 60 as to be ablc co lead Ehe

norkers' stru6,6le la in iadependenE r'y' The Erccullvc c@ltree of tbe co@ur16t

InEcrnatlonsl oPPosed che suatestion. The liae shicb lt 1ald dorrn for lhe chinese



Cor luni8t Party coo6lsted of eradiot the enSa!'eDenE of class barrles t{lch Ehe pacriot-

lc bour3eoiele of the KuonlnEanc t of sctlaS as a brahe' esPeclally' on the agrarlan

Doyenenta aa<t of refralnlnS fron any crlriclso of tbe officlal ideoloSyr 'Sun-is"

Strlln aod Dukhll1n tno rn anafytleal Jusclflcailon fot chl6t thc cblnese Eevolut ton

vas a bourlcois tetolocion' buc' ln tbc stEu3'1e aj:lnsc fe'u@lts aad tbe iD'EcEratlon-

al boutjcoislc, Eb' chlne6c boutjeolsle bad an anEl-hp€rlall3t ' revolulionary roIQ'

aad the elliaDce bctYeen it and che sotkers aEd P€:sanls h8d to be Prescrved'' BukariE

l,astoexPleiD:.lTheKuoBlEtaq3IsinorlenlsationofasPecial!!9!,soroectrtorrnld-
vay beBsc€n a Pollt1cat partt and an or'3lt6aElon litc Eb€ SoYleEs' InEo r'hlcb differert

class jroupina' t""t"" Thc KuonlnEan3 lnc1udc6 tbe l lberal-b9-"Iq:9!!19 (vbo In

Russla sere organised !n che cadet Pargy' vhtch becaEe counc'er-revoluE lonery ln the

stateEbcforcEhereYoluElon),asvel1asth:ePegEybour3eoisieandthelorkln3cla6s.
Froncheorlanisallonarpoi,,.ofylerr,theKuorninEanslsnotanot'gaalsactontnthe
3enera11y accePied t"totor of th€ terlB' IEs strucEure cnable: t:-::^"* lE froo

be1or, by cffecElna t tltl" Ees'rouprent " ' lle heve to 91!9-1-d:19!1!t 9! this Peculi-

atlt, ln,Ehe course of the Chlnese RevoluEion"" t" '""t 
Dore lnd Eore cranaforo

at " 
X,rlo"'lo-r,l laro an ""tt"" 

rass ot6'enlsatlon" ' dtsplace IEs cenlrc of ttevlty

!9!*gl-!!:-19!! aoa chaD3e tbe soclel cooposlElon of the ortanrs'Eron" (39)'

AltbcbetlEnlnroflg2l'tbelnterDationrlacccPiedtbcKuoolntaDthcoaffilhElotr
,as an ecsociated party". chlaBe x't-shck' rho 8b'rcd the leadcrshlp riEh l{a!'

ChlnS-rel afEer cbc death of Su'o'' becaue an "associatc oercbct" of Bhe ExecuElre Coo-

mlEEec. Nonc lhe rcai on l{arch 20' 1927 he tlounled' bls illttle coup d'c!a!" aE can-

lon, arrcstcd tbc coo[unt sE Erlde unloo t"ta"""' closed chc offlces of Ehe ce[eral

ilod<ere. unloa, clinloaEed the comuslsts rtoo tt'" leadcrEhlP of che Ku6iotaES rld

Drkes thcrr te*aiarn5 rn cbe orS.nrsarron dependert, o,, Dakloe absoluEely no ctltlcisu

of .Sun-Is.. aud haodlnt over a llsE of Ehelr sretrb€rs' The lnCcrnaClonal and ihe

BuEElrn Parry Put pr's6ute on t'hc chinese Comunls! PalEy Eo accePE these condltoas'

or rhi6 occasion' in Aprl1 192'' Trotsky raised for the firsc ! irqe Ehe ptoblel! of che

lndependenceoftbechineseCoonunistr.'.y.,,octlcicisedEtreadsissionofttleKuo-
nin.anr lnEo Ehe rnrerna.ional . This or*""";.;-;."* iri:" 

behiad closed doot6 and

no oLber disagreeoenu uas to reYeal itself untll Aprll 1927'

Duringthisti-EleaconflicEripenedbetYeenchians,l.hocontlolledchear8y'andl{lnt
the leade! of the clvlllans and rtre aovernncst ' 

-Cbian8 
uodertook tbe NorEhern narcl

aSainst lbe sar-1ord6' and cbla canpalln prorlded Ebe preEcx! to Prohlblr' ia tbe Dal

of parrloclu, "o, ""t""" 
or peasant uprlslnSs' land seizutea of vorkers' lnsurrect

I'ons. The cblBesc Corrounlsc Party vltnessed the cnthushcr of the Sencrel for tb'

restoraEloEof.ordcr.asbisconqucstsr,euEforyard,aadoncenoredeEand'Gd,tbrou.
tbc aGenc, of Ch'en Tu-hsiu' auEtrorirEion to fo1lor rn Independeot Pollc'' At th€

Foulteenttr Confereocc r scalln declarcdt
1crd. the flrsE Prolctar

'lB is co our pa!E, tb't th€ hlstoric role u's asl'ocd co

-L - -'--r 't 9c ate convlnccd !b't che Kuon tntanS Y il1 succeed in

11.
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playinE this roLe ln the Orienr".(40)

0n t{ay 18, 1925, St3ltn deflned- Ehe KuonlnEang as 'a unlque vorkers' and P€a8a!,!s'

p rty,., and, aE th€ stxtb Plclue of .the ECCI, as'e rcvoluElonary bloc of lorkers,

p€aEerts and lncellectuala, aud of the urban delocracy (.bourleolsle) oD tbc b'613 of

lhe corigunlty of class-lnterests of these 1aycr6 ln Ehc atrujjle a3alnst che tlPerlal

lsls rnd tbe Ellltary-feudal or<ler ln :eneral" (41) He tBiled she adrance of

Chlen6 as " si6nlfyln6 freedon of neeEln5, frcedos of organisation for all the reYol-

uElonary elerencE end especiall, Ehe Horkers' (42)' Bukharln characEerlsed Ehe

s!a6e of Ebe revolution by reference "!o tbe fact that the revolucionary forces are

already org:nised. In a state poner rltb a regular' orgaalsed arnI" ' aDd concluded:

.The adrance of Ehcsc arEles 15 a parllcul3r forn of the revoluElonary process" (43) '

In opposiclon ro Ch'en Tu-hslu, chey declared oace ajain tbat the bour'eoisle bad

'obJecElvely, a revoluElorBry rolc"3 Ehey apProYed the eacry of chc tYo Coantrnlscs

iuco lhe KuoolntaDa tovernaetrE, rhcre Ehe occupled Ehe nlnlscrica of atrlvulture

and labour.

Is thc(e "orral83" 
Ehc h€sitaElons of the cbinese Cosrunists arc undersEandable'

0nHarchlgrageaerelslrikeinStnagbaitrensforEedlEselfal'Eodt6pontan'ous1'lEl
an lneurrecElon. Tlre Ccooualst Party lssued Ehe slogau for 'An Asseably of de1e3-'

atesi, buE it dld aot, Dake thi6 r slog3n for acllon; lE orgaoised ' 
cosElEtee 'a! thr

!op'and Eo! . slrtle clectloD of dcle3atcs. Its alllcs abandoEed lt aud' for lack

of perspectiYes, tbe lssurrcction sas crushed' Tbe dclegale of the InterBatfonal a'

Shanghalr. Yoit1nstsy, va6 to declarel

nl{e lrave let s1lP an exEtencly favourablc hlstotlc Eorlenl ' P or'er r,ias ln the

street aad Ehe Party dld noE Pick ic uP' llorcc' lt dl'd noc vanE It' and feared

18" (44).

In Harch chc ttooPs of Chlan6 stoPPed outsidc Ehe Eates of Shanltnt ' It vas an in-

surracEionofrorlersrlecbytheGenerall{orkers'Unlon'vhlchdrovcoutEhelasto
lhe NorEherD so1dlets. Pravda for l{arch 22 annouEcedt

'The victorlous colkers handed Ehe k€ys of Shangha t Eo che Cancon ar[y' In rhis

tesEure 1r oqressed the herolc 'cElon 
of the Chln€oe ProleBeriat-'

Froto then on ch'laag xai-shek openly prepared co el,Lalnate ttre coltmunlsLs ln stran!-

hai.

At tht8 pohc tbc oppoelrion laEcrvcned' 0n Harch 31 Trotsky vroce Eo thc ceitEel

Colirec, coplel'alu3 of t'be lack of lnfornellon abouc china' He eaphasiced t'hll

EhGy sceEed to bc facln3 a PoY€rful uPsuE8€ of Ehe r.otkcsst novemcnE ' l{hy ves Ehc

slo8an of sovlcEs loE being lssued? Hby uas Ehe agrarhn reYolutlon not bGlD! cE-

coura6ed? Io the ab3cnce of ePPlylnl EhIs 1lna, there ras a rlsk of h'ndlDt oYer

-the cblnese p3olctrrl.n to a rilltarT coup dreEat' On Aprll 3 he YroEe an ertlclc'

publlcetton of rhlch ras refuscd. In rhis he declarcd rbrt t.be PrrEy ves Involvlng
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the rorkcrt aad Peasaacs t8 thc c'Ep of the bourEcolslc' nakla8 th' coEDunlsE Party

a hostagc lq thc Xuoniuc'nt 've.3 
Gqulvelenl to an act' of tEeachert' It had Eo be satd

lh.t the truoalnEa!3 Yat aoB a rorkclar and Peala[tt Psrg'' gn Aprtt' 5 he Yrotc tbat

Ch. iaa6 res pteparhg e coup and Ehat only Ehe otsanlsatloa of sovlcls could block

iEr road. 0n Aprll t' ;t-;;tt"o* t 
""t 

r"r3€"ttti7ti*3tt 'ot' lhe rortrcr Gconor-

l6t aud rlghr-yilt t{coshcvlk, vho Jotned lhe co@utris! parry 'fter 
the civir var' and

vho nou defended oa bctlalf of Bukharlo and Stalin on Chlna Ehe Ehcor' 6f rthe revoluti'

on bt scegcs' chlch hc bad defcnded in Russla before 1971 '

(0f eoutser tbe prcscacc of ualtyaov in che edlcorlal coollElee of 99g99il!-r-g!sEB!-

!9Bl -t tbfouthout thls Perlod oae of the BaIn polnts of thc oPPoslBioB' Ic ls of

int.rcst rhat st.Irn personar.r, proposed tbat Hartrnor be accepted ro the patly at

the Thlrteeuth coEgress, and Etta E stalin said cbal he vas "one of the Dost bonest and

effectlve of the ltenshsvlk ElllEant's'' LaEer on uartIuov r'as !o toak€ tbe "EisEake"

of votint for a resolucloa of the opposltion' in lhe course of Ebe debaEe on Ebe "nev

course-. Ag Ebc ThllteeDth Conference' Sralia took tttls polnE uPt 'The uarEyBovs

.!e la the opposlllon. f,oBe cbls' 16 1r by cbasce Eba! lhose uho exprcss Doa-pro-

letariau current 3 voEe for thc oPposltlon? Nol lt ts not by clraDce'r ' Fron then on;

HarErnoy b€cale c6ple.c1, drsciprlned, and only the 0pposicton used' hls pesE aBainst

tti,landaccusedbLoof"represengln6anon-proleEarlancurrenc"'Fortheleadership'
hc trad EurECd lsEo 'e 6,enuiae Dolshevir" Has this by chance? Cercaloly not!

Uaaullsky t{as to Provide tbe Proof of this at t'be SeYenEh Plenr'ra of the Exccutlve of

Ebe InterDational ln Noveober 1925 ("InEernaEion'1 correspoodence" 1927' No' 11)'

rtanullsxy ias flying to Ehe defence of Ehe czech sneralt vhoo TEotsky tBd just YIbIent

lyattackedfottbeposltlonrrhictrhcttadrakenaEalns!theopPositionbyterEindlDs
hi.n of his cbauviElsE Past end his rany conpronises vllh Ehe bourgeolslet slnce he

has beco&e a Comunist, declated Hanuilsky' 'Soeralr Ilke a disciplined soldler'

standlDs at atcetrllon sich hls t'bumbs dosn hls trouser-seans' has applled all the de-

cision6 of his parEy aDd of the Corumunist Incernacional"' The ex-l{enshe'itt" of*6p-

posicionlsts bad, ln relaElon Eo 6uch a situatton' no otbet possibility buc of b€int

bllndly dtsciPlined lf Ehey dld not Hant to see Ebetr Past draSSed uP'a flung in

thelr flces).

on Hay 5 Stalla dcllvered a sPeech co 3'OOo parE' Eenbets in rbe Ha1l of Colrannsl

"Ch'ian: tr:i-shek ls subnltEtng Eo disciPline' The'Kuomlntan8 ls a bloc' a (ind

of reYolutlonary larl iaoenr " ' Ch'lang Xal-shek can do uo orhervlse but Eo lead

Ebe arny sgrlnsE the bPcrlall""t" (05) '

The chlncsc cooualst PelEy r'rned l{oscoY E}ral chliaa8 uaalcd Eo dl6arE thc rorkers a

Stnnghal. The rePI, crrnc t nDury thc eras"' Eukartn vas to 6a' Eh't tfl GffecE

Ehey could .sh Ebcoaclvcs nyhether Ic rrould noE bG bGE!€r co hldc Ebclr reapons'not

co acccpt thc battlc.lnd ln-that-'Llz noE Eo lct Eheaselver bc dlelncd' (4') ' T-tre

Chl.,ese colrrunlsE Partt 6tcPp'd uP lts adrrnces co Ch'hnB' dealcd thc rt8ourr of

dlscord and rcfutcd tnc offcts by Ehe Flr6t Dlvislon of Ehc CanEo! arE' to helP
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Eo suPPorc'the Yorkers' unlons aSalast Ehe 'Benerall s slrno" '

on Aprll 12' lg27 ' 
seven days afEer Scaltn llad spoken' and on Ehe sane day as Trotsk'

yrote hl5 attack cn lt8rEfnov' Cht iang's stront-arn lrcn aEtacked the Yorkcrs' plckecs

aod Pre6iseSr Gecure la the suPPorc of Ehc l{esEern banxers and' buslness Een' Te[a

oflhousandsofgofx'era,a'ong'lheooenTComlrunlsrs,acc.,c.dofneln6.reacElorraries"
and of consptrln6 rlth "tt't 'tttc"rlsEs 

of th€ llotch" l vete '0essacrcd' 
On Aprll 2I

Stalln ras to dccl$et rlhe events 'have ful1Y an't GtrEltely Ploved' the correctness

of thc llnei (47) of Ehe InEernatlonal ' Bukharln vas to r.rlle off EhG desEructlon

of the gorkcrsr rangr:ard by observln3t '16" 66tr13eorsie has Passed oYer to the side

of shc counter-rcvolutlon" (48) '

$s-19!!ls:s-!!rss9:1g1"
The destructron of lhe proreEariat of stranShar 1nd lhe "lreacbety" of ch"ant vere

obvlously a Ycr:r seYere blot' lo thc PrestiEe of the Stalin - DuktrariE leadership'

They could also bave te6tored chat of t'he oPPosition' Yhich' though d'ePriYed of ln-

foroatl6n, had uone the less forecasB uhetr' Dut' lhe critlclss of the opPostclon

bad nevet PeseErrted Ehe slleBce Yhlch surrouodcd tbe dellberarlons of the leadlot

bodles. otr1y 8 bandful of cadres tsd knovo vlBt' gtte poslclon of TEotsky aad Zlnov-

iev uas. lloEe tb' t"""' tr'" leader8 of the oPPosicloB SrasPed lhe "Chinese questioD

lnrhcprttyaagell."to.t,"InternaElorBlclthalllhelqotecncr.yIbcD.strlin.nd
Dukh:rlodeniedttBBadefeathadtrkenpft""ioordercodenycheitosnrespoasibil'
ity for lt'and obsltnalely conctnued to follos lhe s'Ee line' Bukbarin aoalysed Eb(

Sbangtni couP d'et3E as "cbe insurrecEion of tbe bit bour3eoisie ag'ainst the Kuooin-

rant and Ehe bloc of chc Left of the Kuonintant" ' Fror then on' lbe cbinese coosun'

lst Parcy had to suPPort llaDt chint-vei's g'overnmenE '! 
HaDkos a3ainsr cb'laDS'

Troisky dellvered his altack on Uay 2rr at Ehe Execucivc Coonitcee of the InterrBtion

a1. He arjued tbaE' Ehls tlme' the leadership vould not be able Eo conceal frcn Eb

party hot treat a defcaE it had suffered t"a it" o$n resPonsibility' The situaLior

should be correcEed lfitediately, Ehe peasanc noyenenEs nhich sere deYelopinE al1 ov(

ChinastrouldbeencontaBedandEhesloganofsovietsshouldbeadvanced'BosuPporE
aEd or3aDlse thc EoveEent and Eo prepare the alllance of rorkers and peasanls' Thr

Politburo had 'Po1irically disarne<t" the chiDese vorking class' because it bad com-

Pel1ed the saoe "bufeaucratict aPParaius concePtion" to be aPpl'ied in cbina' Bhe

concePtlon vhich it held of revolutlonary authoriEy' as exPressed i'Eself ln che re-

alne ln tbe CorEsurist Party in Bussia' IE ras pure iosaalty Eo lssue Ebe sloSan o

aralna, rhi1e a! ttre s:re tine opposln3 Bbac of eovlccs' as scr1ln rras doinS'' Th

tradeutrionaaEdDss€organieatlons,YhtchstaliBProposedcoscr€ntthencouldonly
PIay ttle es6€nEls1 role of defendlng and orginlsi'nt th€ 'sacoDd porrcr" ' r'hlch uould

bc tbG toticcs (ts)'' 
-- r.'^rt.rce thaE creat BrlEaln r'd Jusr 6aekqn off

- 
:i:l*:il'ffI:":":,:;:::"::;"1iilil;;';; rr'Eskv bas ch'6€n f'r brs
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atcact Eha lofrenE rhsn thc patc, faccs a .3enera1 crusedc", ubrcb thu6 beconeE "a

unltedfront.lr.EcbiD.froCbeabcrlrlotorrotaky'l,.TroBskybadllttledlfftcult,
ID rcEortlna tbrc nao oEG lr'3 bcct'r suPPorl'd th€ pollcy of CblEbcrle ln ' esPeclelly

1o Chlnar than Stallo bl' h1s Pollc'"; Dut' that tBd lltE1e or no l-aporEance' bec'r3'

the.ndB3lnsl3bt.St:lltrhaddccldcdonhillineandGxPoundedlttnhi,6chol-
astlc ltanner I

'fhc agratlan revolution 1r thc basis aad the conEeot of lhe deEocratlc-bourleol s

rcYoluBlon la Chlne ' Thc EuonlnEan8 and t'he Hankov governracnB arc the cenlle of

lhc bourBcols deDocraElc revolullo'Bry Eoveren! 'n

To Issuc Ehc s1o3aE of sovie!6 t'ould uean strutale a3atosu gankot' ' BuEr

"Slnce chere cxlsts a speciflc lcvo1ullonery ortanis'tlou' adapted to Chlnese con-

.StEl;rra provlng lcs rorth for the future deteloptleng of E'he delsocratlc-bourgeo ls

revol'uclon in China"' lr rould' be sluPid to de8croy l!"'

HG rejectcd an, c@Parlsol vith Bussie' "becausc Russia ras ofl the eve of a proletar-

lan revolutlon, rhl1c Chlne faccs a deoocraclc-bourgeol s tevoluEion' buE also b€cause

tbeBursi'an?rovtslonrlGovernnts!raacouslcr-retoluElonrr)t'rhII'tbc'gover:aneaEof
Ha,,os loda, i't ' 

rc'olurlooary to'erruoent in che bour8'epis-denocEat ic ueaning of the

nord'. stalln ceoE 60 fer es to s" t'b't' itbe Lef! KuominirEt ta playlng ncarly Bhe

sarc rolc ln thc chlncsc dcoocratlc rcvolurion Eodiy 's 
the Sovlets in 1905" (50) '

nAn edalrable coparleon", crtcd tJanS Cbing-vel' vho g.a6 busy duEIEt the follosing

reeks ln suppresslng the Pers'nE 
'aoveDencs 

at the haEds of rhe Hantov Sotern8eaE and

ta effectln! e recoaclllaEior sllh chr lanE x't-shek' It r€8'lncd ooly for stalln to

censor el1 Ehe ncrs ;366 Chlna' Eo PtePare lo eIhIrEt' chc leaderr of thc Chlnese

Coluaunlsc Party rbo rere bcaring thc !e sponsibll itlc s shlch he tnd loposed on EheE'

aEd. Bo carry chrouth thc turn rbich rrs to end ln october ln thc suicidil rising in

Canton, vblch rcsult?d ftoo a declsion reached' in Hoscon and r,as organised in lhe

narae of a soYieE r,hlch rras foraed' ia secrcc in Eh' offices of t'he chinese Cosmunisc

Party by Lonlnadze aad, Neurann, Ehe Gsissarles of l{oscov'

TheinslghtofEheopPosiEioalreclnotGBablediEcllheEto"saYeEhechtneseprolecar-
laE,. or to orerthros the tesdetrcy ln the USSR tbrDts to a revolurlonsry vlctory'

But th. dlscusslon .bout Chln'a revealed thaE' lf the parEy lcadershlp dld nol

sctuple !o .pProPriatc the slotans of lhe OpPosltlon' rc leasl ln appeatance' lE

could acco{Eodatc ttsclf only less and less to thc exlstence of the oPpositlon'

Ils-lePs:l-ef -g!:-ElE!!r:I!!se
rn fact thc cblBGEc dlacusslorr for ell EhaE, at flrst brou8ht thc oPPocitlon EoBeEbcr

egeln end reslorcd co i't a cohercBcc rhlch lE hsd losr at thc end of 1925' Accordinl

to KruPslrra, tbcrc b'd b'Gn Een' DorG dcfcctlonr at thc Flftccnth Confcrencc ' Tbe

91d Bolshcvlk Dsdaycv; then ZrluEsky' chen Sokolnlkot 'nd oEberr also dGserted lE'

Trotsk, bad to have 1on3 dtecussiont before hG could convlnce hit c@rades' Preo-
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brazhe!6k, ?nd 8.dek, Do 1e3a lhan zinoYicv 8Ed. Kasenev r€oalned hostlle Eo l|t'he per-

EaneBE revolutlon,, .Ed clung to affiraiag thelr Lenlnlst orthodory by relBinln. failh-

ful Eo ,!hc d€rlocratlc dlcEatorship of lbe proleEarlaE and Ehe PeasaaEry" ' They dld

noE agtce tbat fbe opposlclon should deoan<t EhaE the Cblaese Party lcave t'he truonln-

tane and vere to recoscllc theEsclves to Ebis only aE Ebe end of lhc dlscusslon' coa-

lelrElng thcnselYes duar.nB the declsive EonEh6 rlth deoandiag foE 1r tbe righE lo an

hdependeoc pollcy. EuE evcnts cotrflnrcd Trogsky's vler's and PcrEllted hi-ut lo dlsplay

ouce etain hls !@8;a!enE es a flghce! and a PoleniclsE as vell as hl6 faculries of

analysis eod foresi8bt. Ihe opposiEion SaEhered ilself aaain around hil!'

On the eye of.lhe ptelrary neecint in APrII' lc decided !o collecB 6ltnetures Eo a

declarat,lonofsolldarlryt.ithTroEsk,and.ZinovlevfroaleadlngPartyEenbers;this
vas Eo be ,.Ehe Apper1 of the 83". Yictor Scrte Eel1s hor, "Ehe cblnesc SeYorution

elcctrlfled us e11'. Ee be.ts nlBness !ba! iin all Ehe Party cells in vhich Ehere

rere EupPorters of thc opPo6ltlon"' tbe dlscussloas on tbe Ceacral Conqittee rere re-

produced Yith lhe saae vloleuce" (51)' It' is aL this lIDc tlnt SerBe and his friend

Tcbadaevr/Yho bad b€e! I3olaled in their ce1l for noncbs' s:rt. a yount sorker YoEe t{itb

Eheo. Tbey lcarned flcn hi'D Ebat others aBlecd r'IEh cheE' and ttad in nind to join

tbe!. ,.Ihe ice sas EeItiDB. ouf coEt:cBs Eold, u6 ttEt tbis uas 3eq€r311lr so in

Ehe patty. Tcbadrev 6aid't 'I lhink that tbey vill ripe us out before rbe bi8 t'h3u

comes'' (52).

In fact they.sere announcing Ehe firsr arresis of nesbers of rhe opPosirion' The

secrctariat Ya6 8Jslenaiically dismantllng ics leadershlP' BakoYsky' vho reEained

as anbassador ln Parls, was Joined there by Piatakov and Preobrazhen6ky' Yho sere senc

there on a -nisslon-. Anlonov-Ovseenko rras senE to Pra6'ue' Safatov Eo Ankare and

Kanenev as ambassador ro fasclst Italy' The Eost brilllenc of the younger Seueration

oftbeopposltionlsEs,ElzearsolnEsev't'hotEdvorkedt'ichTrocskysinceL923'r'asco
be senc to USA and chen co GerrBny' Other nilltancs sere sent to appoinureuts in

siberia or in CenBral Asia' Erasperatlon agalnst tbese "aPPoint$encs" EounBed' and'

In nld-Juae, s€Yeral lhousand Oppositionisrs lrassed tn fronc of tbe Yatoslavl railray

station ln Hoscon Eo delonsErale rheir symPa tby and solidariry viEb SDil3a' vho had

just been posted to Kbabarovsk ' Paradoxically' lr vas Ehe rePression ltseLf Yhich

led to prudeoce bellt forSotlen, and the crosd vas nolsy' TroEsky and Zisoviev had

Eo rake Ehe dectslon Eo ad.dress the cror.d, despice rhe risk of belng accused of !n-

discipline, lf only to aPPerl for calD' Trolsky scressed tbe d'aEger of war abd che

necesstty to 3aEhea round Eh' Psrty' Tbe deron6tration nent no furcbcr' buc on Ehc

follorla3day6o6eofthedesonstratorsr.ercsu@onedbeforecongrolcor@lissloDs.At
t.he Centlal C@llttec cf June 28' Trotsky denouiced the slandet6 and ghe provocltlons

to vhlch rhG oPPosltlcn res beinj subjected, aEd declaledt

-Thc rouEe of cbe Strllalstsr 6roup ts sErlcrly deterElned' Today they falslf'

- vhau vc say, toEorro( tttey rl11 falstfy vtra E Ye do"'
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He reolnded ther! of the carnpa lgn of 6lander aEalnst lenln ln 1917 and foretold.t
hTbeT v111 talk abouE 'Eqe scrled craln', abouc 'forelgn gold' and 'consplracicsr'
(53)

Trotsky continue Eo flghE before the Couorission. He developed Ehe conparison rriEh

thc lhergidor of tbe FEencb Rcvolutlon. Hc accus€d Stalln of vealenlnt Ehe defence

of lhe USSR by hls pollcy, of atsteE tlc.ll, c.Ebltlcrln8 the inteflBl conftlcEs and

of operatlna che .llhnce ulch the English lrade unlons rhich supported Cbanberlaln

atrlnst, th! USSB. 8e declaredr

'l{e shell continue to crltlclse thc StalinlsE reBl.Ec as long as you have D.ot

physically closed our Doulhs. r' (54)

The Presldltrn, through OrdJonlkidze, proposed !o exclude Trotsky and Zinoviev froo
the CenBEal Cc@tttce. Horever, lu is clear that the Eajoriry ras hesitan!' because

Stelin added aDorher head to the indlcErent, lhat of 'defeatisur". Trotsky had stated

ln a lecEeE to ordjonikidze cbat in the evenE of rar he sould adopt the same atEiEude

as Clenenceau la 1917 tn relacion co a governmeBE rrhlch he rcBarded as tncapable of
vatlnt the rar. Thc 'Clenenceau thesis" becarne a threat of couP d'eEaE.

At the Beeclnt of rbe Cencral Comiccee and of Ehe ContEol Coruoission, Krupskefa called
o! the Ec.Ebers of lhe Oppositlon to "c1osc Ebe raD-ks" and,to "ra11y behind Ehe Cencral

Corruutttee" (55). Trotsky reEurned to the alcack, ca11lng for 'revoluEionary unity"
ln place of 'hIpocr1t.tcal. sacrcd ualoa", he accus€d the leadership of bavlng neakened

th. USSR by saboEging the chiaesc Rcvoluclon, quollD8 . speech ln vhich Voroshllov
condeaEed sovlcts o! thc around that, tbe, ul3bE ueeken the rcrE of Ch'lang's arnlest
calllng lt "a c.lastrophe" and 'thc equkelent of r 1o6E baitIc". Helghlng hls Yords,

he satdi

'In Ehe care of var, Lhc stalln leadership v111 D.ke victory nore dlfflcult" (56).

tho naJority st.111 hesrtated. Ttre oppositlon trlcd to break lts triP and to dlvide
lc by neanc of e rpeclflc dcclar:, Elon-. IE EejectGd the defcaElst lnterprccaclon
rhtc'h had beea placed on chc Clcarenccau thesls end dcclafed itaclf 'absoluEcly and un-
reservedly for chc defence of ch. Sortct fatherland ajdtnst laperlallen". Halnteln-

Ic is elear thar Tro!3ky r,a s fl8ht,int frotr ttEt rmcnE. As a Eerber of th€ Cenirrl
CocniElec he spokc al thc Flfteenth Coogress, cven thouSh Ehe OpposlElon dld not have

a eingle deletate tbere. He rcycaled to thc palty, the counEry and the InterD.atio!.-
al vbrt, lhe Russlan press hsd carefully rlisguised and Ehe re sponslbil it ic s of thc
Politburo ln che Chinese buslness. StaltD Ehclefore put dorn r dcEaad that he and

Zinovlev bc Gxcluded. Yaroslaysky presenEed the cb.rte6r they vere .ttacked, for
Eheir lnterv;ltlon at the Exccurlve of the InterDeElo!:1, for lhe decla,raElon of Ehe

83 as a 'fractloorl acElyltyr', for Ehe delonscreEion rc !h. Yaroslavl sEallon and

for crlllcies rhlch Zlaoviev had Eade in fronE of a non-p3,rEy audience on the occas-

ion of the lubilee of lravda.



ln6, lts rlthE to cflllcl8e, and afflrnlnt tlre t Bherc GxlsEed serlous eleDenEs of

Therald.orean deEen€ratlon !n the counlry, lc EadG clear thaE lt accused nelther th'

p.tEt noa tbc lcldcrshlp of bcln6 Thcrnldoreass' It Gondelncd 'ay sutBcsBlon of '
spltt aod concluded.l

!I{e shall clrrt out all th' declslonc of Ehe Pergy and of tEs centtaL cooDltlee '

Hc are ready to do everylhlng lo de6troy all thc Gl€EenEs of fractlon vhlch bave

forEed ch€oselvesl because se haye been obllged, Blven the re6,ine !n ghe party' Eo

d.eclale oEr real thoughE6 to iE, r'hen Ehey havc been dlsrorted in Bhe press rrhich

the nhole countrY reade" (57).

The "paclflc' declar.tton" re$oved the lxnedlate danter of cxcl'uslon' The hisEorian

Yaro6lavskyyrllesr.ThePlerraryasselBbllconflnedlEsclfEoacaEetoricalvarnlng
to the opposltlon and alloved Zinoviev and Trolsl(, !o rerB in nenbers of the cencral

CoranlEtee" (58). I! fact, it, scencd Ehac Eh18 ELEc the Opposltion had cleYerly taken

adranEete of thc heslt.tlons of the tEajorlty' The Yot'e vas a set-baek for StaIIn'

rho dfd not 6ec the cxcluslon vhlch he deoanded' Thc npaciflc declaraEioa" vas noc a

capi.tula(ion, and thc tsol*[! of chc opposltlon scemed reedy !o relax In Ehe Patty

uhcn the let,Ecr knova as ,.the l.tter of the troup-s!.tiP", and rhich ll.as bapcised by

y.roslavsxt .Ehe lctter of the vldon", tras clrculaBed. It rras sltned by o1d Elllc-

aE!s, lncluding ihe rldov of srerdlov, [ovgorodtacre, and demanded Fnutual forglre-

nessr. aDd the forD.EloD of. cenlral coruittee vhlch btought to8ether Ehe fePrcs€ncat-

lvea of all the Eendeucies (49).

The Bar.rle.of Ehc Platfor!

It reoalns Eo constder shac forces vere ln play on Autust 8 to sparc che leaders of

the Opposlt.lon and Ie! Ehe,D haYG : reprleve, vbat eonfllcls had deYcloped arBont the

Dajortt, and trog thc 8enerel secretaty had cone to tbe eDd of lhe conproni'ses ia his

oyn fracllon. For tnaediately after Autust 8 Ehe Press ras flll'e<t r'ltb resoluEions'

obviously inspired, shich called for 'heigbcened vlgilance" aDd called the declaratior
.,inad.equare". There rere nore expulsions. Final,ly, the Party congress, planned for

Novenber, vas deferred for a Bonth. The OPposttion elaboraBed irs plaEfofis' rhich

rras drafted, by Trocsky, Ztnoviev, KaDeneY, Soi'lga and P1atakov, siEh a leaE of younget

conredes, Yakovla, DlotelsledE aud Leon Sedov, TroEsky's elder son. IE vas sutrniEt-

ed to all Ehe troups of the OpPosill'on and, rherever Posslble' to troups of Yorkers'

0n S6pga15g6 3 che leaders of the opposlElon addresaed the Pollcburo and the cenEral

Conaitcce cmplalnlaS of theh persccuEion ac the hands of Ehc aPParatus, la conEra-

ventlott of ch. dcclslons of lhc PlensrJ locctlng of Au8ust. Thcy deoanded that che

forthconing congress ba 1oral1y PlcPared by the publlc:llon ln thc Prcss of all Ehe

docunenEs. ThG C.at:{l' Corualttec rcpllcd by r.€fuslnS to Publish Ehe PlatforE, the

elaboraclon of ybich t.'3s reSardcd as ,fracliona1n. They prohtblted lts clrcul'etlon

la thc parCy. l{crc discusston t.-as purely and rLop1y outlased. The Central Cqlnltc

refu6ed, follovlnE the decllraEton by SEalln' to -1c81ELElse Trotsky's fractlon"'

I00.
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lhe opposiclon oncc agrln had lts back to t'lc r'a11t 1i cosutenccdr

,'I; r.ppc::ra thtE Ehe Central Corurai'tce^ fears dtscu:5lon llke cbe Plasu:' EbaL ll

''. ll nopo Bo defend lcs poltllcal Lt*c Io aay honc56 lncernal Party discusslon"'

T:: Stalln BfouP has decided"'' !o Put che Ft'fLee' :h contrcss EoBeBher ouE of

norhiB8 but secretrries" ' ('0)

Therefore, the Opposltion had !o 8o sEralthc ahead lato llleBaltty aud' as Alsky'

Trocsky's collaboragor vas to say' "!o brcak a lray throuBh Eo 1€6ality" (61)' Thg

O;;cstElon rt-ls to prtnt the tcxt of lls Platforn and clrculate it in the party and

..-.si1g non-Patcy PeoPlc' Eo collec! a roass of slEnalutes in suPPorc of lt' and' de-

cplte rhe Prghibitlon, to hold EatheElngs and tneetin8s' aod ln Ehis xly to force lhe

recognltion of lts "l'eBality'i such flnally vas Ehe only r'ay out'' the break-lhtouBh'

as in Ehe aultlon of 192t' buc Yith no Possiblllty of retreat' rrirhouE any possible

outcone but "legiti'ri sa ! lon' or exclusion'

Hardly tlad Ehe decislon been taken vhen represslon struck' on t'he ni8ht of the 12tb

and 13Eh of Seplenber 1927' thc a8engs of rbe GPU uncoYcred "lhc llleEat print sbop"

of the CfPposition' This vas nanaged by the old Dolshevlk lltaEchkoYsky' vho vas ar- '

resled and excluded eitb fourLeen ocher ltililanEs' as uell as lreobrazhcnsky and

Serebriakovr rho Publlcly accePled Eesponslbillty fot lhe enieEprlse' Under orders'

the BessPapers announced tbat a "Plot" had becn uncor€t€dr ln vhich a i'Ihite Guard' a

foroer officet ln Hran8el's aroy' vas involved rllh Ehc opposltionlscs' This Has

truet a fonrer Hhite Guard offlcer hel'ped the young conrades of the oPPosition Eo

roneotJ?e the Eext of t'he Platforn' t{hat the paPerB dtd not ee11' DuE Hhat TroEsky'

Zinoviev aid Karoenev forced lhe head of tbe GPU' Henzhlasky' to ad$iE' as he confirEe(

before che cenEral Commitcee' Has that ghi6 Hhitc Gtratd offlcer' rhose nane ras

Stroilovrl,asi,orkinEinrelationcolheprovocaceurTYerskoyltradbecorneanofficer
In the GPU, and under the ordcrF of Tverskoy eas DounciBt an organised PtovocaEion

- because it sas he r{ho offered lhe neans of disrribugint the Platforn Eo the younB

opposltionist ShEerbatoY' A! che Central CoEnittee Slalin Has ro adnit' the facts

and Eo try to jusElfy the ProYocaEion;

"The opposltlon has nade a Steat song aad dance abouE Ehe forDea Hraa8el offi'cer'

to uhon rbe allies of the opposltlon addressed the$selves' b€ing exposed as an

agen! of the GPU' But shat is v:ong about the srame HranBel officer helPlnt the

soyiet porler Eo uncover counEer-revorut ionary consplr:cies? l{ho can dlspute th(

rlghc of the soYiet porer !o dran rouod irself forner offlcers is order Eo use

then to ur)re sk couDBeE-reYolutionary consplraclcs?" ('2) '

Buc cbe neYspapers uele evldencly not to glve Ehe second Part of the slory Ehe 6aD€

coverage as the, had Eiven rhe flrsrs the "toych of the 'liran8el offlcet' ras broad-

c:sB throutbout the land, poisoniu3 lhe nlnds of afllions of part'y De'lbers aad cens

-of 
llItlons of Ron-Pllty 'peoPl'" (53) ' Il edded a dl'enslon co the accusations

abouc councer-revol utlonary actiyltlcs, en<t cnablcd rttentlon to be dlt€rted frolr



Ehe questlons rhlch che opposlcion ralsed' TroEsky rPPe'red before the ExecuEive

of the IDceflat,lonal on sePteEbet 27r anong Ehose sho Judsed hiE sat Marcel cachln'

sho had collaborated nith th€ boutteols tovernment durlD8 tbe trar, the chief edlior

of !:!g1g119, rho lrad hailed chirnt Kal-shek as the "bero of Ehe shanghal Cormune"

Trocsky cudgelled Eb@, Pointlnt oul ihat they vanEcd to Gxcl'ude hfua' rhen they had

forgotten Eo exclude chiang KaI-Sheh lnd HanS Cbiog-rei' vho vere scl11 "associat'e

nelbers', desplte thc Daasacres of vorkers and PclsanEs' "NoE a slngle orgaDls!"' he

sald,, 'd.lscuss€s end takes decisions todayt Ehey do nolhlnS but carry ouE the decis-

ions, and. ctle Presldlu! of the Executlve of the lntcrrutional ls no exception"' 0f

course, he, Ilke Vuyovltch, vas excluded (t4) '

None the 1ess, ghe oPPoslEton had succceded ln EeErInE lts PlaEfom prinEed in a state

prlncln8 Plant, Ehc dlrecBor of t'hich r,as arresced' Thlrty ghousand copies' accord-

lnB !o Ebe polirburo, ead 12,000 according co the opposrtloE, of ehich che EreaEest

parc rrere selzed. under Ehe cover of a llEerar7 vork' "fhe Road of Eh' Slruggle" by

FurEanov, lt began co clrculat'e ' Zinovlcv and Laoeaev counEed on 20'000 to 30'000

sl8rBcures to E ke Stalln reErear' Dut after the flrst chousand Protrrss tles aloY'

Ac the g/re tiEc, PeoPler s fears had to be ovelcome' on lhac road Ehe opposlElon

voa 6ooe succ€S3r Trotsky, Zlnoviev' KameneY and Snl18a vent lnco the rorklng-

class quarlets ln Lenlngrad end Hoscov, to speal to gloupr 6f tens of 'norhers crorded

inthetlnydvellings.Then,vlEht'helrrank3sEr'n8lhered'EheyoPeoeduprpubllc
caDpal8n, and held BeeEln8s despite che acttviEles of the tou8'hs shcD the apParaEus

sobilised ln.every disErict to stoP Ehee' They uere careful co Polnt ouE thaE Ehey

rere coapelled, obllted Bo sork llIetally' and thc heads of Ehe OPPoslEioa desaaded

halrs Eo neic tn end, occupied the! r,hcn Ehe, vere rafuscd. rn this ray lhey r'€re

ablc to hold a real Deecin8 in a l€cture tral1 ln thc Higher Technlcal School ln uoscoe'

yhlch Ehe, occupied by surprlse ' The electrlcity va3 cut offl and K:nenev and Trotslsy

spoke b, candlell8ht for cl.o houts !o an audience of cro thousand PeoPle' rhl1e a lar8e

cror.d valked abouL ouEside Ehe Packed hall' A sl'lilar operaEion Ues Prepared ln

Leningrad, Eo occupy a tral1 ln lhe lalace of Labour' vhere Badek and' Zinoviev Yere Eo

speek. Du! Zinovlev dlsappeared at lhe 1as! EoEen! and Bedek refused to sPeak alone'

TheirsupporretscanesixPlyt,odeDonsEraEeacanofflclalconferenceofEet.l-r.orkers.
AtKh.skovEakovskyspokelnPubllcEochreehundtcdvorkers,lnanunauthorlsedneec-
lng.Trotsk,spokeattYofaccorlcaln}loscorrlherelheoPPoslBlonttadsuPporEers.

All thcse resurts rere encouragln. and the opposltton thouth! for a momenE EhaE lt bad

realised lts e La and succeeded ln breaking througb; thc slass of thc paf,Ey began to tak'

anlntelesElnlcsartuoenEs.cercalnleadersr.ereeventobelicveltragsucc€ssYas
near uhen, on 0cEober 17 iB Lentn8rad ' during Bhe celebraEion of the Jubile€ of the

CenEral C@rlltee, ZiBovicv and TaoEsk)" rho r'ere not on the offtchl sp€akers' PlaB-

forn, verc velcooed by norkcrs rho tachcled round th€a' victor Sergc sr's lbac tbe

trro le..de!s bell'ved E-h't Ehe slruaglon ga-a cursloB beck ln thclr fevourr "'Tbe pass-

.i.re ricb re', the, sald that eY€ain8' (")' zinovtev vas co t'rttet "rc ls Ehe



;-"ai i--ia;:.'':1t c ant i;l tii' ilEty fof, !he lacB t::o 7'1r3"' of cnc;:-^'-'5 r''1'1:l'':'i

.l:.flf"-.::"..*("),Iorrotst'y'sauEoblcg:?pL;"r'\:q"^l'i-flcgthl::c;"1-i':-'it''1-:'1
.':i..:.r !.ad s.'.ys lhrtr !n his eplnlcn' clrl'i I'1 :'ic.:' (:::t:L:::: g3'rr c i 1':';^ -" ; :"": "'

:\: (l.:.::i.nl of thc Lcnlngta<! vorkcrs' brr'- ncE a C::c:'in1c1c1 to f1:': :':-l-': ":

r-:':-.:1:3 (67). Thc opinion acco=dlng tc r:hich L:1 1"'d:"s cf ch:0;1r:L:l'-":"':

uh:ir deslres fo:. reallEy and lnterpreEed chc:rfui l!:lcc:les on a holiday ;.t ':: ... i^:.r'.1 ^,. 1.

denonstraEron caDnot be accepted, unreserved.ly. rE scens likely rl'19 ZIno:'lct t':';

:l::-..: ::::.n he argued l1'ir I EhIs dencnstia t'ion had nadc S!"'1ln anxlous ?'i 'L d::!c:c i1'

i.: :--i;il quicf(iy. Tta"c "o" 
be no d'lspuce ch-t' fEc;a EhrE nol3nt onlrf,rds' h1 sl-:''':(t a

i:".! i:1:tc lo fintsh off the opposition'

Aiih:9i\netimertheCentralComruitteerrashearingXirovptoposech'Pro3r''-rl)f^:
EhcEcnEhanniversaryoftherevolutlon'invhichtrcrelncludedthcflv:-cly':'c:(i';r'l
!h3se"en.hourda,.TheoPPosillooProtesEedthaEthisvas..purec=r5ogy..,anc..|3-
Ecslcd Ehat Lhey should flrsr tty Eo oPcraEe Ehc clShE-hour day' vhlch &1osE oftcn i'-

r:laincd on PlPef, and thaE thc lovesc rrrges bc ralsed' And it volcd a6alnst'' AE c::cs

hl::i: *2a Ehc of :icial Prolig' nd1 seizcd upcn this rctc to "unr:ask" oace r:r!;' '':L 'l!r:!

iEio:l vhich clairucd to be "prolecarian" and' opposed neasutes favoutable to thc r:":Lirg

class. The tone is conveyad !" Yaroslavsky' che offici:'l historleor "The shaacful

voie of the Trot6krist s aetl lt*b:tre seven hours tcveals beEter tban all their declar-

aEions the Henshevik cbalau!t' '16 t'5q Opposirion" (I8)'

on this poinr tbe oPPosition losE tround' The official flood dromed its protests

andarEElenBs.Forchedefegceofghevorkers|interest'sr.asPfacilcallycheonly
poinc in Etie pragforr! vhich t.as understood and approved ouEside tbe thin layet of lEs

syDpaLhisers. Ihls ras the atnosphere in rrhich scalt! vas !o deEand agaln froa the

ccnEral cohroiEiee (of october 2l - 2i that Trocsky and Zlnoviev be excluded' The

cale of Ehese scenes of saYaBery has been told naDy cLEe' vlEh Trotsky speakln6' pro-

tected by hls frieEds, insuLted and threacened' Dooks' lnkrells and a glass vere

throsn at hi$. He conlenpEuously tE[unered his vords:

.The fundaoencal character of our leadership r.oday ls irs bel'icf !!Bt viole't

nethods can achieYe anyEhin8' - even ln relation Eo lEs osnPParty" ' Your books -

one cannot read thcs any Eore' but Ehey can s1111 serve to knock People aogn' (t9)

Be sal<t that staltn lov ranted to drav "a llnc of blood" belscen BbG oPposllion and

tba partl hc forecasc Ehe Dassacres aEd' Ehc purges and etrdedt

,.Iou can exclud,e ug. You vlll not PreYenE us froa bcin8 vlctorlous"'

Slaln rernalned as calD as Trotsky In Ehls assembly of unctnlncd deoons' and aEs'ered

Zinovicvl yho had raised Lenln, s Testarnent and the postscrlpc rbout scalln's bruter-

Ityr

''fcs, I eo brucal, 
_coEradcs'

vit,h those vho vork brutally and disloyally

nidden tt" (70).
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In S:lllnrs gplnlo:r, Ehe OPpositlon had becn supported nagalnst lts vill and LEl:::L'-\'as

ti, a;..l-Szzlc! clclncnEs,,, as lhe affalr of :he princlnE Prc6s had shotm. Thc 0;;,rsl:-

:-.3 i-:..1n3 Ehq rord of a 6PIiE. Il ttad to bc scruck dor.n' Zlqoviev a-rd Tro::i";: ":::

llcne the less cbe bactlc renc on' Ivan Nikitlch Snirnov succeedcd' ln speakin8 aE che

n=.bgrst neeclng 1o Hoscov, but KaneneY :nd Bakovsky vere drivcn off the plaLfora' as

rerc Bakayev and Y€Ydoklnov In Leningtai the saEe day' P-E1:91 
"t"touoced 

tha! thc 0P?c5'

lii.:lhldrccclTcdonevoleagalns!2'l'0lnHosconandnonerBalnst5'000inLeningrid'
Ii :ir.s to bc rrell rnd truly drlven ouB of the Parly' because lE !s cerEaln Ehrt frc:r

ii)1E tlnc onl:rtds lts sPokesmen r'ould not' ad'dress thc Congtcss' lE lost the basrlc of

signaturcs and alrcady kncl. lbat iE nould not eYen EubElg the fuII llsc of sltnaEurcs

lo the PollEburo, EO aVoid. all its forces beln6 sEruck by reptession'

onl{oYefib€f4cheleadtn8ccnEreofEheoPPosiEion'oeEat,S:allga.shouse.Kanenevtas
ln che chair. Divergences shosed theoselves beEveen Trotsky' sho vaDled to fiShl on

Eo Ehe end bccausc there renalned nothint Eo expec!' and Zinovlev' vho vas thinklng

again auoJt a co'oprcnlse' In t:le end the neeory of che deEonscrscion of Occober 17

r,on lbe day. Ihey declded lhaE on Novenber 7 che oPpositlon r'ould rake part in the

official proccssloc, rith lEs orn slogensr .,Do',n vlgtr oppoEcunlsrt't, iFurfill Lenln's

Teslaaencl'r FDerrre of a sprlBt"r 'Halntaln Dolshcvik unlEyt" and 'Dorrn rlth the rulak '

th: l:!F:aB and thc DurcaucraEt 
" 

on NoYenbar 5 t'hc CcBErat concrol Cannlsslon bad up

ZlnovlcvrKaEeBevrTrocskyandSoil6ean<tdeoandedEbartheytlveuPcheirPlan'Snilg
rcptted thaE.Ebc, DusE EuaranEee freedon of optnion befotc ihey laid dosn condlrlons'

Doth 6ldes preparcd uell for the dernonsEraElon of Noveober 7' buE tbe opposltl'on' a

couraEeoushandfulofflEhEersstlidlbetndlfferentnass,terebealcnlnadYance.Tber
are fex deEails about the defeac of t'he oPPosition's denonscraEion a! KtBrkov' vbere

Bakovskylednenl,lEoiheslreeE'AlLeninBradEheytnadethehvayr'lththelrbanaers
asfarastheofflclaplaEforn,andverethetradroitlydlverEedbyEhesteYards'vhocut
then off fron thc ctord and hcld Zinoviev lnd Eadek unEll eYeryone bad EoDG hotre' The:

reresonesklralshcabetYeentheElliEiaand.sevelalhuDdredsofdeso[sLraEors'1edb7
Bakaycvandl.ashevichlnuolfora.t{acEersgereDorcseriouslnHoscogrrhcd.elonsErai.
ors for cbe oPposltioa rere dispet8cd ln sn'1l groups ln Ehc crosd vhich cooverged on

Bed Square, end dltPlatcd P1'cards esd bannets to the ntnber of over a hund'red (eccordlr

!oEhC€sEl,ortcofsolconer.hodesertedEh.oPl.oslElon),vhtchgercl@cdlatel,Ershed
(rr Eorn uP b, thc rctlvlsts Po6ted elonB the road' vho Ehen ssrrounded thosc rho sefe

carrylug,. tbcn. Lucdirtely aftcrY'rds the 8roups rhtch trad bcen locatad in thls ray

veredispersed.rndbeat.nup,andsoocdelonsEralorsverearrcsled.onecotlEsndoEad
lcsvaylnEoEhcEouscoftheSoviets'rhcreSrnlltatBdcicdtoth€balcon'ofhls':-lac
abamcrYlthPictuf.tofLcnl.nlndTtocsky.The!l1lc.nE8lhot,GrGthcrct.G!GbcrteE
TtrecalclDcldentscoo\Pl.ce.tchcGrandBaflshoccl,yhcr€8leobrazhrnsk,,rrhoyasl
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charEe of Ehe denonscraiion, vas heavily beatcn. Trotsky travelled to
and lrled to addrcss a cof qmE..of yorters h the placc of the Bevolutlon.
EedlEcely surrgunded by roilltlaeea and, shour.d dosn. A Ehot raDt out,
vindovs of the car, and h. h,d to ceaae.

lt in a car
He yas ln-

breakln8 the

Tha! cyenlnE the dcfeat. ves crorned. In ali the rnceElnEs of OpposltionlsEs, the
"Irocskyists' end Ehe "Zinovicvlsts" already confrontcd each other. Zinoviev saidr
"Lev Davidovich, thc tine hes core !o have lhe coufage to surrender". The ord llon
rePlledr "rf that klud of courate rere enough, the revolution vould be vorld vide"
(71). On lloveeber 15 they sere all excluded totether fron the party. Bakovski,
Yevdikaov, Snilga aod Ka-neaev vere exclud.ed, fron lhe Central CcrultEee. On llgyqalga
1I TroEsky's old fEiend, Adolph Joffe, lncurably sick, co@trltled suiclde !n a gcslure
of protes!. The leaders of the 0pposition spoke for che lasE tixe, aE Joffe.s
graveside, before thelr supporters, on che t9Eh. According ao Trotsky there yere

10r000 present,, and according to Serge "several tbousand'.. 'Trotsky sald: ,'Ihe

strutEle toas oni each of us rernains ar his post". At Ehe traveslde, Rakovsky Eook

lhe oalh on behalf of those presenB to folloy lhe banner of lhe reyoluiion to the end.

Thc Flfte{nrh C rc ss of the CPSU

Heanthilc the CoE8ress vas bein6 prepared, based coEplete.].y. on lhe strutgle.atainst
the Opposltlon. The speeches of rhe lcaders of Ehe naJorlty lnOicated thc tone
r.hich l.as to ptevail there. Tomsky d.eclared3

"Scalln ls noi at aU happy r.iLh fhe role of leader... The efforts of tbc Oppos-

itlon caue d,orn to presentint hi-u as au obscure llalefa,clor and the EeobeEs of lhe
Central Cs'.Ittee and che Politburo as cringing lackeys, ghco he ,ranlpulates as
he pleases. Beneath hi-o there rrould be Ehe apparatus of the fi.nctlonarles, vho
cre&ble before hi-n, and, Ioser dor.n still, the othcr neobers tr€.ble befote the
branch secretaries.... l{ba c a ridlculous bfpochesist A fab}e that no one could
credlt. Hor coul<t a party in shich anyone toes i.n fear of anyone else lead, a
treat state?"

Tasky ad.dressed bls foraer c@Eades, vho he noe accused, of rant.int to form a .'second

Party", and coined the expression yhich history l.as to attrlbute to Bukharlnt "Und,er
the dlcratoaship of the proleEariaE, tE is possible for tvo, three or even four part-
ies to exist, buc only on condltion chat one is ln pover and a1l. the oEhers are in
Prison" (72). Dukbarin vas no less precise: "He have alreadJr had here every forn
of sErugSle except an arged uprlsint... vhen therc bave alrcady been effoEcs Eo or6an-
lse strltes, th. only thtng lcft ls arared uprtsine" (73).

llhen the congress opened on D€ce&ber 2, lt ras already knoyn that the apparaEus l.as
denandlng uncondltional caprBulatlon .nd torar ranunctatlon. srarln saldr

"rhe opposltlon Dust, surrcnder uncondirlon:l1y and totelly, both on Ehc polltlcal
and lh. organtsetlonll leve1 .... they Eus! rcnounce Ehelr tntl-Eolshevik vtevs,
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opcnly and before che Yholc yorld' ihey rust denouace the criEes vhlch lhey have

cotoitled aBalBs! Ebc PaEtL opedl' 'nd before the vhol'e vorld" (74)'

Ic rea clcar thc Dex! da, EbrE Eb. oPPo6itlon ns be6lnnln8 co breat uP. Eakovsky

rcfuscd Eo Eatc rny 'self-ctlt ic isa- lnd va3 drlven off Bh6 placfo::rl' 0n the other

hand,, Xaneuev sirs listeaed to' His spcech Ya6 both polgnanc and couraE'eousi iE a1-

rcady forestradoned thc Gad. of the DolshcYils' He said: "h'c nus! find the vay ouE

to rcconcil iat lon" . The road of tbe "second par!7r' vould be tuinous for the revol-

ution',. ,,I! vaa excludcd. by rbe rbole of our ldcas aad b, all Leuio's teachioE abouE

lha di.cEatorshlP of Ehc proletaria!"' "The only Yay vhich rerains is to submiE to

the dccislons of tbc ConS,ress, hosever hard Ehey nay appear"' Hovever' ac the saDe

!ine, Xaroenev aPpealed co the qon8Eess not to press bis comtadcs to do vhat lhey could

noc do: "If ne vere Eo renou'rce our opinions' qbat eould noE be Bolshevik' Corn-

tades, lhe deoatrd to renouace our persotlrl opinions has Eever yeE b€en erpressed ln

our parcy... lf I have to cooe here loday and sayt I renounce lhe vievs rhich have

been prit-rged in E, docr;ateats r 'forlniBhc ago' Tori vould not believe oe' Ir vould be

bypocrtsT oa E, pert. Sucb hypoctisy is noE necessary' SEreEch ouc a helpiut hand

ro us' (78).

BuE the Coogress Coonlssion l,-as Eot Eo b€ Persu'ded' IE iasisEcd Elrat gbe opposltioa'

lscs EulE €xpliciBl, coadcs!. Bhe ldeas of rhe oPPoslrlon' Ordjoniktdze' sPeakin€ on

his oro bchalf o! Deceaber 10, conplalaed thaE rhese "fouer Dolsheviks" vcre forcint

thc parly td iuflIcE such serlous PunishEeBts; he proposed EhaE EheI be excluded be-

cause lhey'bad. not cotrd€traed the po1lc, of Bhe oPPositlon' Bakovsky' Eadek aDd

Mulalov declared Ebat ln no circuDsiances vould Ehey cease !o defeod Ehelr ldeas as

indivlduals. Dul rhe Zinovievists veakened't Xanenev' Bakayev and Yevdoki:nov atreed

to sutrli't. In thei.r name, Kamenev Bave the assurancet "l{e are oblited co bend our

siliefortthe JudteDenEs of Ehe Pariy, gbl'ch ls lhe only suPreite judge of rha. I's use-

ful or harmful in Ehe"forsard 'narch 
of the revolugiqn" (75)'

Hoveve!1 lhe aPParatus lnslsEed on sEill roore ' The "Hisrory of she co@unist Party

(Bolshevl}s)oftheUSSB.(1938)rasEoprovldeaJusclflcationforthisinsiscence.
The parcYt

"lalddornacercainntoberofcondlElonsforEheirre-inEetraclon'Theexpellees
nusc; l) oPcoly condeon Trocskyis! as rn anti-Dolshcvlk' antl-Soviel ldeologyi

b) opcnl, recoEnlsc chet the Pollcy of the Parly ls the only correc! ooc; c) sub-

Elc rlchouE rcs€rvc Eo thc decislons of thc p'8t' and lEs insciE'uEions; d) undergc

a pcrlod of probatlon, durlng vhlch the ParEy YlIl' check on the auEhors of lhe de-

craraEron, aE the .nd of vhrch rr t,lu coasrder separately lhe re-ednisslon of

each of thcD, ln thc llghE of che results 6f chc check' The party exp€cted ttrat'

Bhe publlc rcco8,nttlon of al'I thcse polncs by thc Gxpcllc's nould In ln' c'se havc

- r posltlvc LtPosErncc for Ehe perty' b€cause lt vou:'d break Ehe unlcy of Ehe

Trot skYlst-zinorlevl st ranks, rould disor6aalse thelr nllieu' vould deDooscrate



once atai4 the poser of Ehe party and iEs firlr foundarton' vould pcgnit che par"y'

if the auEhors of the declaracion vere actints in 6ood falth' to cake lcs fortner

nembers back end, ln the case of baa.farr.h, G.o dcnounce thern ln thc eyes of all' noc

asnlstakenPeoPlerbutasunprlnciplcdadvencurcrs'PcoP:'enhotrangtodecelvethe
Horkln8 class, self-exposed frauds" <77) '

Hhen Ehe foquer opPoslLionlata subjected thcntelves !o these requirenents' Ehey iPso

facto surreodered a1l Personal thought and' consequently' any fucure diverBence from

the leadership, hor'eve! nininal ' They vere required to surrender utE'er1y and un-

condiEionally, to commlc PoliEical sui'cide' They sPent another veek in discussion'

afEer Hhich-they declded' on Decenber 18' to capitulaEe and co conder.n Ehe ideas of

rhe oPposltion - Eheir id'eas - as "erroneous and angi-Leninlsc"' Bukharin vas viLd

vlEh joy. He congraculated :hem! "You have done veIl ' IE vas Einei the iron

curlain of llistory Bas abouE to fal1" (78)' \!s ftnal recantat'ion' moreover' ron

lhem llttLe eflou8h nercy: tbe Central CommiEEee declded Eo examine thei! applicat-

ions for re-adnisslon in six months' tine' They renalned excluded' BakoYsky'

.5mlt6ay Badek and t{uralov declared on Ehe same dayt

,,Excluded fro$ Bhe ParBy, r'.e shall do out uiEos! ro reEurn ro iE' l{e are excludel

for our ideas' He conslder out ideas to be lhose of Bolshevlsn and Leninisrn'

l{e cannot Bive them uP" (79)

I!c-I:s-Ie19:
In this rray lhe alliance of Zinoviev and Karnenev r{iEh TroEsky caoe Eo an end' De-

spite cheir rePuBnance and afEer long a6'onisinB Ehey finished by repudiaElna Bhex-

selves in fronE''of sEalin' doing vha! Ehey had denanded in vain rhaE TroEsky should

doinlg2Ainfrontofthetroikaofflhichtheyt,ereEhenParE.Thelrselves..bureau.
crats,, and ,.apparaEus men", they had fail'ed in their revol!' Dld they Ery Eo sin

forgiveness and earn pardon (as Trorsky chouthE) by helpin8 sEal'in to liquidaEe

Trorsky rnore quickly, by isolacing him? In fac! !E1y99 p'urithed' on January 27'

1928, a letter from then attacking the "TroEskyi"e""' Hosever' such a calcula!ion

presupposes thaE they had analysed the situacion' so did they under-escinaEe the

depEb of the tranformaEion undergone by the party - in vtrich K'aru nev had believed

,,sirch triaLs,, to be i-rnpossible? Did they Ehink ltlat Ehey raust remain in she parry

at arr cosls in ancrclpacion of an €ar;y rcversar of Ehe sicualion, in order to be

there at the decisive mornent? or did Ehey' on Ehe conErary' Ehink that there xould

be no other perspeccive ft;-;t"t;" "-;;Eh8t"o"""t" 
t ic reirl';tion and strait-jacker?

;;r:r";'.;;'.i!["[eri.i.a] and ?ersonal saferv 1av, as zinoviev is feporced Eo ha

said, in "gotng Yard on Eheir stoBachs' if necessary' bul Eoin8 forl'ard in the

party"l It is lnpotslble Eo snsxer Ehese quesglons Eoday' one faci' hoeever' r'e

possessl the teo Old Bolsheviks cercainly did not foresee the road strevn gigh capit

- ations vhlch r'as oPeninE' up in front of Lhen - and r'rtrlch' less lhan Een years laler'

t,as co lead thetn to accpsing Lhenselves of the foulest' crl8es' ln rhe dock in nes

r0?.



vitch lrial s.

The lrrcconcilables dtd not, folfor thcn ' Llke TroEsky' Sakovsky' Snll6'a ' !{uralov

aad Pod.ck fosoe117 conderned the Pcaspecllve of "a ncr' partlr" ' Like Zlnovicv asd

Xa$eney, Ehey belleved thar tbe Piaty vould be ablc Eo regenerate lrself and Eo free

irsclf froro $5f.stti" excrescence", Ehe burea'ucracr ' DuE tbey did nol believe ctlac

the, could Posslble assisc Ehe regencratig6 by scaylng in the Parly at any price'

Eakovsky declareds "For us !o absta.in f'/ om defendinE our ideas rould rnean that ve

Bive rheE up; r{e sould, fall ia our nost elenencary duEy Eo the Parly and !o che uork-

ing c1a ss" (79).

Ihe flssure vhich In<l separated Ehe tvo prlncipal 6roups in the 0pposition aE the be-

ginniag of, :rg25 had Ehus becoure a gulf' Hhen einoYiev and Xamenev expecLed viccory'

Trotsky foresav the vorsE, the slanders and lhe physical exBernination ' He prepared

hirnself for a long struEtle, and xas not sure EhaE he knes its ouccones he Lold

Ylcror Serge, 'our duty is to exbausE every Possibility of re8eneration; Ye can finish

like Lenln or like Ltebknecht. l{e nus! rise Eo Ehe level of eiBher evenEuality" (80)

This lsr/no doubE, the explanarion of rJbat hiGrorians have called an atEilude of "pol-

irical, sulcide. and ln r.hich they trave often seen no 80re than hestlacloas and contla-

dictions. The Er.ropean aevoluEion had'fai1ed. ltre USSR vas isolaEcd for a long

ci-oe. The stalinlst leadership conpronised the cbances of victory of proletarian

revolucions Eo coEe. Dut lhe pendult.m of history vould srlng back sooner or laEer

in the dilectioo of the revolucion. From noH uncil theo it ras necessary co hold on'

'.Eo preserve Ehe leyoluElonary EEadiBlons, to mainEaln contacE vlch Ette adEnced ele-

nents in the party, to aDalyse the develoPtlenc of lhe Theruidorean period and lo pre-

pare for the next Eevolutionary uphearral, in lhe rrorld as uel1 as ln the USSR" (81) '

In a vord, iC 11'as no lonter loday buc Eotoorros for shlch Chey had to fight, Eo pre-

serve for the dayrvben Ehe nasses r.ould ataln take thelr destln, lnlo Eheir oll'n hands,

the herltage of Dolshevis uhich had been corluPged and vhlch vould o! eErlse be de-

slroyed by the srallnisEs.

l{ere these " irreconcllable s" cortecE to try IEo exhaust t-he possiblliEles of a reSener

acion"? To be sure, lc is easy todry to critlclse thel! llluslons and co sllile at

Ehetr "fetlshisllcn fear of a restoration of capltallsl. rhe fact ls thaE the road

r.as st.ill lout. The fifUeen hindred "TrolskylsEs" nho had been excluded frcm Ehe

party, the huDdreds, soon !o b€ thousands, of Opposltlonisrs Yho sen! to slberla,
follorint Trotskr/, sbo ras dcporced co Alloa ALa on January L7t L928' follorlag Preo-

brazhansky, Rakovsky, SDi,IBa, Screbrlakov and Sapronov, verr ao Eore ctlan an adrrance

tuard.. AfEer theE, nearll. the vhole of Ehe Eolsheciks of the revolution, o1d 'nd
yount, vere Eo follot Clra ! sane road, ghaiever 'nay havc be€n Etleir posltion in Ehe

treat polltlcal batrle ot L923 - 27.
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