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THE BIRTH OF THE

CHINESE LEFT OPPOSITION

Damien Durand




foundation of the International Left

Opposition. He identified three principal
tendencies in the International Communist
movement. These were the opportunist
Right, the Marxist Left and the centre. He
proposed three criteria for assessing them
politically: the Russian question, the question
of the Anglo-Russian Joint Trade Union
Committee and the Chinese question.

IN 1929 TROTSKY was laying out the

The policy of the Communist International in
China was in fact the essential stake in the battle
between the Left Opposition and Stalin from
1925 onwards. The axis of the policy of Stalin
and Bukharin was the subjection of the Chinese
communists to the Kuomintang, the nationalist
party which General Ch’iang Kai-shek
succeeded in dominating after the death of its
historic leader, Sun Yat-sen'. Its inevitable result
was subjection to the political aims of the
nationalist bourgeoisie. The desertion of the man
whom Moscow was still calling its reliable ally a
few days before he first moved to disarm and to
massacre workers and peasants dealt a heavy
blow to the Communist Party and the revolution.

From the military point of view, the Communist
Party and the workers’ militias were most often
disarmed by the Kuomintang — when they did
not bury the arms themselves on the orders of
the Communist International, “to avoid certain
defeats”, as Bukharin said. From the political
point of view, the Communist Intemational and
Moscow, searching for some new ally, found
Wang Jingwei and his Wuhan Government, in
which the Communists participated. The Wuhan
Government subsequently fell. Wang Jingwei
and the left wing of the Kuomintang returmed to
the bosom of Ch’iang Kai-shek and his
government at Nonking in which the
Communists also participated.. Moscow then
found Fen Y xiang, the “Christian General”.

Then Stalin changed course. After burying the
arms, he went over to an insurrectionary line.
This ended in the disaster of the Canton
Commune: 5,700 dead in a few days. The wave
of subsequent uprisings, which has been called

“the Autumn Harvest”, was held to confirm the
“new revolutionary wave” which the Communist
International thought was unfolding in China
and of which the Canton Commune had been
only a preliminary sign. This was in fact an
adventurist policy. Its consequences were the
defeat of the Chinese Revolution, the massacres
of peasants in the countryside and the
destruction of the workers’ movement in the
cities.

The fact is that Stalin, who was at the height of
his struggle in the USSR against the Trotskyist
Opposition, did not want to accept the shghest
responsibility for this defeat. He denied its very
existence for as long as he could When the hour
of truth came, it was the leadership of the
Chinese Communist Party and especaally Chen
Duxiu, its general secretary, who wers declarad
to b®responsible. They were accusad of having
mus-interpreted the orders of the Commumist
International.

In reality, the Chinese leadership had done no
more than apply the policy of Stalin and his
successive emissaries, Borodin, Roy and
Lominadze. Chen Duxiu was relieved of his
functions in hus absence at a special conference
of the Chinese Communist Party at Wuhan on
August 7 1927. He was the scapegoat. He was
not allowed to defend himself before his peers,
all of whom were as blameworthy as he. They
consented to throw the blame on him in
exchange for the benevolence of Moscow. Chen
Duxiu temporarily disappeared from the political
scene. The Chinese Communist Party, which
was already decimated by repression, was
reorganised.

The Russian Opposition and Trotsky battled
agamnst the policy of Stalin and the Communist
International. They battled against the Zigzags
and denounced the policy of class collaboration
which handed over the Chinese Communist
Party and the Chinese workers to the hangman
Ch’iang Kai-shek They put forward the slogan
of “soviets” when Stalin was busy applying the
brake to the peasant movement. They
condemned the adventurist putschist line which







