












































































shop or factory, or a department in a larger institution, in 
which case the COlllmon interest vf the productive unit pro­
vides a solid foundation. Or it be a residential neighJ?or­
hood in which case particular study lllust be made of the social 
and national composition of the population. It is especially the 
various national groups lNhich becoll1e decisiye in the success 
or failure of the neighborhood branches-and, of course, also 
of the Section organiza tion that combines 111any neighbor­
hood. 



VI. P~~RTY' IGILANCE AGAINST 

AGENTS OF THE CLASS ENEMY 

OUR Party is still insufficiently vigilant against the efforts 
of enell1Y agents to penetrate the Party ranks to carryon 

their provocation. .A.nd yet we know literally millions of 
dollars are spent to prolnote such efforts. It is possible, from 
our study of the work of the spies and agents whom we .have 
discovered, to describe rather fully their aims and methods and 
their specialized functions. 

First, there are sinlple information agents. Their aim is to 
get the names of Inelnbers in order that they may be dis­
charged f -Oln their jobs, and to obtain organizational plans 
in order that the e nlay be circulnvented and defeated. Such 
agenl s work as inconspicuously as possible, try to Inake them­
selves useful in technical capacities, and keep out of political 
discussions to avoid betraying themselves. 

Then, there is the lowest grade of provocateurs. Their aim 
is to plant evidence, or to create it, for the purpose of feeding 
"red scares" or to fraine up evidence against particular persons. 
TJleir "reports" a,re circulated confidentially among big em­
ployers to scare thein into keeping the funds flowing into the 
office that organizes the espionage. They are particularly happy 
when they can get elected to the post of branch secretary or 

. membership director, where they can get hold of Party mem­
bership cards, and then produce "evidence" against any 
progressive their employers wish to "convict" of being a Com­
munist. They report elaborate "plots," which they usually copy 
out of detective story Inagazines or John P. Frey's testinl0ny 
to the Dies Committee, which is a .collection of such reports. 

Another type of agent, recruited from professional criminals 
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who gain release from prison or dismissal of charges as their 
reward, perform the first two types of espionage and provoca­
tion, and add a speci~l angle of their own; when discovered in 
burglaries or hold-ups they explain to complaisant and con­
fiding police who are in on the game, that the crimes were 
committed "for the ca~se," that they were only carrying out 
Hparty or~ers." A typical example of this was Arthur Scott, or 
'Margolies, in California, but he was only repeating a pattern 
first wItnessed in the A. F. of L. back in 1915-16. 

A higher type of provocateur is the one sent into the Party 
to obtai!!, or already equipped with, political training which 
he is instructed to utilize for creating differences and disputes, 
'which he 'tries t.o lead toward the crystallization of factions. 
Such agents are always "more revolutionary" than the Party 
leadership and the members generally; they are impatient for 
"revolutionary action"; their talk runs to "blood and thun­
der"; they are the advocates of "violent overthrow of the gov­
ernment" who are Martin Dies' ideal of a Communist. Their 
special purpose, besides furnishing employers and police with 
"evidence," is to I exert influence upon the activities of the 
Party toward sectarianism, to create an atmosphere of conspir­
acy and suspicion, ' to appear thernselves as "spy hunters." 

A historical example was the' government police agent Mor­
row, who was sent to the Bridgeman Convention of the Com­
munist Party in 1922, and cast the deciding vote between two 
equal factions that deadlocked the convention. Those two fac­
tions, as we learned later, were the work of more clever and 
subtle wrecking agents, who came to blossom later as the 
Trotskyites and Lovestoneites, who were not cleaned out of 
the Party until 1928-29. Since that time, thjs type of agent has 
had a more difficult job, but they abound iIi the trade unions 
and work among' the newer, less experienced organizations ot 
the Party. 

The most specialized and skilled types of spies and provoca~ 
teurs are the Lovestoneites and 'I'rotskyites. Th~ir leading 
figures are highly trained professionals following their occupa-
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tion as a sort of "free profession," selling their products in as 
many markets as possible at the highest market price. When 
they can get hold of a Homer Martin, they hav~ "found goldH 

almost literally, and there is a "gold rush" of all their snlaller 
Jry. to .shar~ . n t-he riches. Their main occupation is furnishing 
"revolutionary" reasons for , th~ . p~rform_ance. of. reactionary 
deeds. They are constantly searching for "contacts" among 
Party melnber,s, especially discontented ones, for whom they 
have an established technique to transform into active agents. 
Their main fields of work are · in tnass organizations of a pro­
gressive character, which the powerful reactionaries wish to 
see thrown into turmoil by inner conflicts, fights, scandals and 
splits. They have also kept some of their members within the 
Party .purely as information agents, sonle of them ever since 
the fonnative days of the Party, posing over years as loyal Party 

. men; ·we are beginning to find a fe·w of these figures through 
new channels of information long hidden from us. 

We have sufficient evidence to convince us that a nunlber 
of these various types of agents hold Party membership books; 
we know that some of them have been or are members ot 
State Committees or work in state office technical staffs; SOlne 
are found in Section leading committees. This ·knowledge is 
the result of intensive investigation by the National Commit­
tee without engaging the whole Party nlembership or even 
the leading cadres in a spy hunt. A considerable number of 
these enelny agents have been relnoved from the Party; others 
disappeared as they realized they 'were under suspicion. But 
the problem is still before us, and history teaches us that the 
supply of new ones will never end except with capitalism. 

We can by no Ineans ignore or hush . up this problem, and 
when ,\\re find concrete evidence linking up the anti-labor and 
anti-Communist espionage n~twork directly with the con­
sulates of the Axis powers-Germany, Italy and Japan-as well 
aswith detective agencies and big employers. The Senate Civil 

Liberties Committee has helped to expose and thereby lilnit 
sonle of the espionage practices against the trade unions. But 
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the problem remains, and will require increasing attention 
especially with the sharpening of the war danger. ' 

How are we to locate, identify, expose, defeat A.D.d-rlriv.e out 
th~ . ~p'i"e~ and provocateurs? Certain specialized investigations 
are, of course, required on the part of National and State C-om­
mittees. But the basic measures are those which involve the 
entire Party, membership as well as commitfe~s, and they are 
measures that are intimately linked up with the solution of all 
our problems of Party building. They are measures of political 
education, of raising the level of political life of the Party, and 
of improving our Inethods of selection, proillotion and educa­
t.ion of the Party's leading personnel. 

Enemy agents are not and cannot be in full and enthusiastic 
participation in the political thought and life of the Party and 
the mass movement. If they try to disguise themselves as loyal 
and active members, their masks never withstand a systematic 
observation and analysis. Their only possibility of continuing 
their work is to avoid observation and analysis. This possibil­
ity is given them only where and "'Then the Party · is careless, 
lacks vigilance, does not know its own members thoroughly, 
and does not seriously try to know the"m. This possibility exists 
only where the political thought and discussion of the Party 
lags) and where planned work and business-like check-up are 
lacking. 

Thus we see that all those measures needed to sanitate the 
Party from agents and spies are at the same time the things 
we need to improve the Party's life and work in all fields, and 
to improve its relation with the masses .... 
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VII. THE YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 

AND ITS T~ASKS 

NEVER before in all history was there such an opportunity 
for the people, and especially the younger generation, to 

transform the world fully and completely into the sort of 
place which the best minds have dreamed about over. the 
centuries .... 

My generation understood very little about the world in 
"which we live. Your generation has a fairly clear understand­
ing of the "vorld. And your generation has powerful forces 
consciously working with it-the Soviet Union, and the labor 
and people's deillocratic movements all over the world. 

My generation was also dissatisfied with the world, and 
wanted to change it into something better. But it was very 
diffu:ult to find out how we should go' about that task. A multi­
tude of adyisers shouted their particular ideas at us, but, there 
was little in our own experience or in the world of achieve­
ment about us, which could help us sift the false from the true. 
Only a fortunate few of us stumbled on the writings of Marx ' 
and Engels, and even then found them only in fragmentary 
and distorted translations. 

Your generation has available a rich treasure of the writings 
of the best teachers of Inankind, in authentic and- verified 
texts. Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin are at your free dis­
posal. You have a thousand means of checking up on the 
operation of these teachings in the life of tens and hundreds of 
millions of people. You have available the experience of wit­
nessing the rise of an entirely new civilization, in the land of 
socialism, the Soviet Union. You have available the history of 
the Party that founded this new civilization, the Communist 
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Party of the Soviet U nion. You ar~ able to study the path by 
\vhich hUIT?:anity travels from the present to the future. 

It can truly be said that your generation is fortunate, despite 
the terrible dangers that overhang the world, despite the diffi­
cuI t tasks to "hich you m u ,t turn your !llinds and hands. You 
have a t your disposal those . r1...;ources, the lack of ,vhich 
brought failure to my generation in America. 

"Yes, rich treasures are ),ours ror the taking. You can, bv 
thoLlght, effort and organization, become the masters of ) our 
o\vn destiny. But these riches are yours only at the price of 
sustained study and understanding, of exertion of all your 
facultie to the utlTIOSt, and of organization of the thought and 
effort of man), of a growing lTIultitude, in a great collective 
social movement. 

The Young Communist League is the beginning of such 
collective efforts among the young people of the United 
State '. Your .organization is not subordinated, not auxiliary 
to the Communist Party. It is an entirely independent organi­
zation stan.ding on its own feet. Me·mbership in the Y.C.L. 
does not commit. one to any Party program or discipline. Each 
one will choose his party program and discipline for himself 
\vhen he feels that he is sufficiently mature in understanding 
and experience to make a wise and permanent choice. 

There is, ho\vever, an intellectual and spiritual connection 
be.tween the Young Communist League and the Communist 
Part).. Both find their greatest resource and inspiration in 
those great teachers and guides, Karl Marx, Frederick Engels, 
Vladilnir II yich Lenin and Joseph Stalin, and in the magnifi­
cent successes of the new civilization which embodies their 
teachings in the life of over 170,000,000 people-the Soviet 
Union. Both are finding, by the use of these teachings, our 
own American history, rediscovered after some generations 
of neglect, as a great s·oil of democratic and r~volutionary 
tradition, 'typified by Jefferson, Paine, Jackson and ·' Lincoln, 
in which we can thoroughly root t.hese teachings, ·so . that they 
can grow and com·e to fruition also in our country.· ~ -. · 
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American cooperation with all peace-loving, progressi\:e, 
and democratic forces in the world gives the point of contact 
between our country and others, without which all efforts be­
come isolated and fail. And for the Young Communist League~ 

as a specific sector in the united front of the young generation, 
the guiding thought will, in all probability, be found to be 
something like this: "Character Building and Education in the 
Spirit of Socialism." 

You will note that I give character building in the first 
place, before education. In the broadest sense of the word, 
character building is included in education. But it would seelU 
to require special emphasis as the necessary foundation for all 
other phases and sustained habits of life and of education , 
because in the past it has not received the attention that it 
must have. 

By character building is meant the accumulation of con­
sistent work, ,vhich best fits the individual into society, and 
equips him to sustain and improve society~ making him a 
strong and reliable individual within the collective life. It 
means making the strong individual without contradicting the 
collectivity of his fellow individuals. It Jueans establishing, as 
habits of life, those attitudes and relationships fr0ffi which 'will 
best grow up strong and healthy social organizations from the 
smallest to the most general and all-embracing. It means the 
systematic conlbating and elimination of the destructiv,e in­
fluence of a disintegr~ting capitalist systelu upon the individ- . 
ual, the family and society. Education that goes to accomplish 
these things must be, in t.he first place, chara~ter building, 
must create fighters for these ends: men and women who can 
stay put, who can be relied upon, who are not s,vayed from day 
to day, and year to year by the winds of circumstance. 

Further, you will note the last half of the slogan I suggested 
emphasizes that our education .is "-in the spirit of socialism." 
Without binding its members to a political program, the 
Y.C.L. must always cling fast to the "spirit of socialism" as its· 
guiding flight. That is ~hat distinguishes it from the multi-
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tude of other progressive and democratic youth organizations. 
In a day when capitalism is so palpably breaking down, when 
socialistll is so lllagnificently succeeding in the Soviet Union, 
it is only the spirit of socialism that finally will snatch the 
young generation, so hungry for the full and free life which 
capitalism denies it, out of the clutches of a demagogic 
fascistn. 
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A Book That Charts the Course to Victory-

VICrORY-A DAFTER 

By EARL BROWDER . . 

Since its publication, early in November, 1943, more 

than 225,000 copies of Earl Browder's new book Victory 
-, and After have been sold. Presenting the Communist 

position on the most vital problems arising from the 

w r, it is a splendid guide for a more vigorous and 

effective prosecution of the war to total victory. 

Victory-and After deals with the nature and characte'r 

of the war; the ,strategy required for victory; problems 

of national unity and the attitude to the war effort of 

the various political parties and their leaders; the colonial 

problem and imperialism in relation to India, C hina, 

Africa, Latin America and small nations; industrial pro­

duction and the role of labor in a war economy; the 

question of relations between the capita list countries and 

the socialist Soviet Union for the war effort and post­

war reconstruction . 
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