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“The revolutionary tradition is the heart of Americanism.
That is incontestable, unless we are ready to agree that
Americanism means what Hearst says, slavery to outlived
institutions, preservation of privilege, the degradation of
the masses.

“We Communists claim the revolutionary traditions of
Americanism! We are the only ones who consciously con-
tinue those traditions and apply them to the problems of
today.

“We are the Americans and Communism i< the Ameri-
canism of the twentieth century.”

(From What Is Communism?
by EARL BrOWDER.)
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INTRODUCTION

OMRADES, the Ninth National Convention of the Communist

Party of the United States meets in a situation of deepening
crisis of the capitalist world, and at the opening of the most
fateful election struggle that our country has witnessed since the
Civil War.

At our Central Committee meeting in November, 1935, we
adopted a policy based upon the analysis and conclusions of
the Seventh World Congress of the Communist International,
in which our Party had actively participated in shaping. Experi-
ence has furnished us with full proof of the correctness of that
policy. Applying it energetically, our Party has emerged upon the
political scene as one of the basic factors, as a political force, ral-
lying and uniting all the most advanced elements of the working
class against the forces of reaction, gathering the still scattered
parts of the coming people’s front in America.

In this Convention it is not necessary again to review the basic
discussions that were held around the Seventh World Congress.
They are already so fully interwoven into our daily life, in
thought and action, so fully proved by experience to be correct,
that we can take their conclusions as our starting point, to plunge
immediately into the central concrete problems of the day, the
answers to which determine our attitude toward all minor and
secondary questions.
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STRUGGLE AGAINST FASCISM
AND TO MAINTAIN PEACE

'orld is torn between two main directions of development;
ie one hand stand those forces striving to maintain the
id living standards of the masses in the midst of capi-
sis and decay, and to maintain world peace; on the other
the forces of fascism, striving to wipe out popular rights
w the full burden of the crisis onto the masses, driving
 new world war.

mmp of fascism, of the war-makers, is mighty and menac-
s headed by Hitler fascism, the most bloody and bestial
the world has ever seen. It contains Mussolini, whose
rip with the blood of Italians and Ethiopians alike. It
the military-fascist government of Japan, which is carv-
sw empire out of the body of the Chinese people. In
\pitalist country its forces are organizing, backed and
by the monopolists of finance capital, and, where not
in power, are preparing with all energy, ruthlessness,
1agogy, to seize control of government. In the United
his camp is headed by the dominant leadership of the
:an Party, with its allies of the Liberty League, Hearst,
sgion, Ku Klux Klan, Coughlin, and others.

amp of progress and peace finds its stronghold in the
Jnion, the country of socialist prosperity. To its banner
ying all the growing armies of those who would resist
and war. Relying upon its mighty strength, the French
were able to gather in the great Front Populaire, which
ick the first assaults of French fascism and warded off the
eat of war by Hitler, advancing the living standards of
ses and their organized strength. Seeing in it a powerful
r, the small nations of Europe whose existence is threat-
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ened, who find less and less assistance from the great capitalist
powers, turn to the firm peace policy of the Soviet Union as their
reliable refuge. Even those great countries ruled by the imperialist
bourgeoisie, like the U.S.A., who for their own special reasons
are not Hmmm% for war, who want to maintain the status quo, at
least for a time, must turn, even though hesitatingly, toward
collaboration with the Soviet Union. The oppressed nations look
to it for inspiration and leadership. Within each capitalist coun-
try, all forces for peace, and especially the workers and farmers,
are beginning to see in the policy of the Soviet Union the chief
hope of peace and progress in the world.

There are voices which shout of the menace of fascism and war,
even. in radical and “revolutionary” phrases, but which cannot
find anything to say about the mighty and growing forces for
progress and peace. Such voices come from confusionists and
panic-mongers, who consciously or unconsciously are the advance
agents of fascism, spreading defeatism and demoralization among
the masses, disarming them before the enemy.

It is possible to defeat the fascists and war-makers. It is pos-
sible to move toward progress, to maintain peace. But to do this
requires that we recognize and make full use of all factors, even
the smallest, that work toward this end, even temporarily. It
requires a drive toward one united international policy, around
which is rallied the growing armies of progress and peace. It
requires the recognition of the role of the Soviet Union, and full
utilization of this great power.

The confusionists and panic-mongers all have one common
starting point for their defeatism, fatalism, and hopelessness.
They reject the Soviet Union as a great power for progress and
peace; some of them, like the Trotskyists, are moved by definitely
counter-revolutionary theories and hatreds; others, like Norman
Thomas, because they are filled with doubts, reservations, hesi-
tations, unclarity. Wherever this influence, in whatever degree,
prevails among the masses, there we have more division instead
of more unity, more confusion instead of more clarity, more
defeatism and demoralization instead of the growth of a militant
united movement against fascism and war.

But the united people’s front is winning the masses more and
more in every country. It is overcoming the demagogic slanders
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