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A Negro Labor Organizer
By Earl R. Browder

Revolution in Trade Union Terms

'VTEWS of the stevedores' strike in Philadelphia brings the
' interesting item that Ben Fletcher, Negro labor organ-

izer who went to Leavenworth prison with the I. W. W. boys
in 1918, is again on the job leading the struggle of the work-
ers against the capitalists.

Fletcher is a living symbol of the possibilities of unity
between white and black workers. He proves the ability of
the Negro to organize. He demonstrates the class-conscious-
ness, loyalty, and capacity for self-sacrifice of the Negro
workers.

It was my pleasure to become acquainted with Fletcher
while I was in Leavenworth with him. It is significant that
among the political prisoners there, almost all workers,
Fletcher was held in high respect. Any suggestion of racial
prejudice between the white and black political prisoners
would have been hooted down as ridiculous. We were all
comrades in prison together.

In the March issue of the WORKERS MONTHLY, Maur-
ice Becker portrays in his splendid lithographs some of the
tortures that the political prisoners had to undergo. Among
these was one which carried a line underneath describing it:
"Guards Urge Negro Murder to Attack I. W. W. Prisoners,"
based upon an actual occurrence in Leavenworth. Some at-
tempt has been made to interpret this as a sign that the
political prisoners harbored race prejudice against the Ne-
groes. Nothing could be further from reality, nor from

Becker's intentions in writing this line. And no one who had
been in prison during that period could make such a sugges-
tion. While one Negro, a degenerate, was being used as a
tool by the prison officials, another Negro, Ben Fletcher, was
a leading figure among the political prisoners who stood up
heroically under their persecution.

The reason that it has been possible for anyone to criti
cize Maurice Becker's cartoon and the line beneath it is be-
cause the capitalist press continually carries on a vicious
and malicious campaign, in which they use the trick of con-
tinually stressing the word "Negro" as applied to criminals
of that race, while no Negro ever receives favorable mention
from them unless for abasing himself before his capitalist
overlords.

The Communist attitude toward the Negro and his prob-
lems differs from that of the bourgeois-sentimentalist who
proclaims himself a "friend of the Negro," as it does from the
dastardly capitalist propaganda of race hatred. The Com-
munists meet the Negroes as comrades, unite with them in
close organizational co-operation to realize our common
tasks, and wage war upon bourgeois-cultivated prejudices.
We greet and offer our co-operation to the Fletchers, White-
mans, Dotys and Phillips, who are undertaking the gigantic
task of organizing the Negro workers for common struggle
with the white workers, and for their common emancipation
from capitalist exploitation.

To a Man Sleeping In a Subway Train

MAN, you are ugly,
Excruciatingly ugly,

Sleeping in this train
That hurtles your graceless self
Through the black veins of the city.

Yours is the sleep of a sodden lethargy;
Yours is the sleep of a concious death;
Yours is the slee'p of the masses.

Man, you are ugly,
Sleeping in this crowded train,
Where- men's eyes spit contempt at you,
And men's lips write smirking sneers
Within the secret pages of their minds:

You know these pitying smiles
Curling in the corners of men's mouths.

Man, you are ugly,
'Sleeping so,
Unguarded by your little conceits.
Your face shrieks out the dumbness of the clod
Louder than the faces of cows.
There is a heavy stupidness about your eyes and mouth,
Known of mute beasts only.

Man, you are ugly,
Sleeping so,
Sleeping the sleep of the masses.
I would shake your limp shoulders,
Even with the mighty hands of revolt.
I would wake you,
Even with the terrible hands of pain,

And cry:

Hear you not the tender voice of beauty
Whose lips press close to the earth
Above the subway's darkness,
That you may hear?

And cry:

Hear you not the swift feet of the wind
Running down the sun splashed street

Over your head,
That you may follow?

And cry:

Good God, man, wake up,
You are ugly,

Sleeping so,
Sleeping the sleep of the masses.

HERSCHELL BEK.

By William F. Dunne
o N s E E v -
A T I V E ,
schooled i n

t h e l o v e d i n -
tricacies of British
democracy which
keeps a king for the
sake of contrast,
nurtured in the be-
lief that the world
outside is full of
h o w l i n g savages,
brought up to re-
verence the rigid
moral code of non-
conformism, it has
yet remained for
the British trade
unionists to bring
the Russian revo-
lution 3000 miles
closer to the masses
of organized work-
ers of the Anglo-
Saxon nations than
has been done here-
tofore.

The B r i t i s h
Trade Union del-
egation to Soviet
Eussia in a un-
animous r e p o r t
which, with preface
and appendix, cov-
ers 275 pages, has
told the story of
the Russian revo-
lution in language
that trade union-
ists can under-
stand. "Ah", some-
one will say, "we
told you Commun-
ists you were talk-
ing over the heads
of the workers."
But the organized
workers will under-
stand the British
Trade Union report
not because of its
simple language—
not at all. Its
language is not
simple.
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It is because
the language of the
report is the lan-
guage of trade un-
.ionists at conven-
tions of central
bodies, state federa-
tions of labor, con-
gresses and trades
councils as they
call them in Eng-
land, the language
of convention re-
ports, that it will
be understood.

It is wonderful
in i t s dignified
British fashion un-
hurried, careful, re-
strained, document-
ed and beautifully
dispassionate. It
might be a report
on housing condi-
tions read before
the local group of
trade union sec-
retaries at their
monthly meeting.

But this very
caution of utter-
ance has aroused
the fury of the yel-
low socialists and
other masked coun-
ter - revolutionists
the world over. Per-
haps I am mistaken
but it seems to me
that no one is more
surprised at the ab-
use heaped upon
them since the pub-
lication of their re-
port than the mem-
bers of the British
Trade Union del-
egation.

But they are
not merely supris-
ed—they a re resent-
ful. They apparent-
ly thought there
was no one but
outright imperial-




