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NEXT STEPS
TO WIN THE
WAR IN SPAIN

Address by Earl [Browder, General Secretary of the
Communist Party of the United States of America,
before a meeting of functionaries, December 9, 1937

OMRADES: The purpose of this meeting tonight is to
C launch the campaign for 50,000 members of the Friends
of the Abraham Lincoln Battalion, to provide the necessary
minimum of support to our boys in Spain and to re-establish
in their normal occupations, as nearly as possible, those who
are returning. It is a central part of our whole great campaign
in support of the Spanish republic against the invading armies
of Hitler and Mussolini with their Moorish metcenaries.

In order to understand fully the importance of this task,
why it must be fully carried through at all costs, we must
constantly keep before us the meaning of Spain in the world
situation and in relation to our own country. We must con-
stantly renew our understanding of this struggle in its latest
developments. Tonight, therefore, let us honor our American
boys who are serving in Spain, and the memory of our heroes
who gave their lives there by speaking of the high and noble
cause in which we are all enlisted with them.

The war in Spain is a part of the worldwide offensive of
fascism against all p«z(a::eglqgvi;:%g and democratic peoples. It is
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directly connected with the war in China,B i::l:ai:::i Sl;)}; ntll:lx:
ist military clique in power. Do _
e i defensive war against
and Chinese peoples are conducting a e
i les they are defending the ca
aggressors. By their struggles i
the whole world against the violators o peate
ic;g:rjany, Italy and Japan. They are conlciuctsmg a Eahon;fe
1 i i its. The Spanish peo
iberation war against foreign banclm., : _
tf:rgggﬁtmg forgtheir liberty, for their democ:l'atlc rgpt}ll‘zl;cg,
i ion intervention. The Chinese people are fig
against foreign intervention. e X e R
for the right to be masters of their own 3 :
g(;;izationg of the political order of China along democraric
lines.

Stop the Spread of Fascism!

If German and Ttalian fascism are victorious in Spal‘x:i,ejzé
Japan crushes China, this wili—surely only og?en }:lpt ; si; )
wars of conquest and aggtession on the part o s e ]
fascist states all over the v:iorlgl. ﬁlreid:eth;zs s:::ed b

Americas, have seized Brazil, ha .
;E;eaitians right on our dootstep, are taking over C.hu;a,t;:d CE::
preparing an armed insurrection in Mexico ‘agamsiate o 1
denas republic. Their victory would mean an 1lrntme i
attack against Austria, Czecl_loslova.kla, Be gmfmF e
mark: it would mean the fascist encnrdemen}tl 0 rancio,n &
war against her; it would mean the furt e:;] eleel.mf i
Mussolini’s tule in the Mediterranean, anc hgh. u i
penetration into Africa; it would mean converting 1r;:a 1m:h
a Japanese colony, and an immediate :?;.ena.ce tc»It ,,::)u[d
Indo-China, India, Australia, and the Pht{lpplfles. uld
ceneral war of the so-called “Anti-Communist
Al it begcedios 1d. It would mean war
Alliance for the redivision of the world. il
against the Soviet Union—the bulw‘ark f’f p;acc, i fzi
and socialism. It would mean the quu;k rise o ha ;;ow_er e
fascist movement in the Un.ited States, with the force
Wall Street’s money behind it.
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These are the inevitable results of the fascist victory i
Spain and China. Therefore the struggle against the German
and Italian intervention in Spain, and the Japanese invasion
of China, is a struggle for maintaining peace in the world;
it is a struggle for self-defense of the peoples of every land
in their own countries, it is a struggle to preserve the United
States itself from the horrors of fascism and war.

Therefore the people of the United States have not only
the duty of human solidarity, but, more immediately, of self-
interest, to do everything possible to bring about the victory
of the ‘Spanish Republic and of the Chinese people. All
working class parties and organizations, all honest democrats,
all lovers of peace and liberty, cannot help but want such a
victory, cannot help but support it and organize it. And this
is true, above all, for the Communists.

Tonight I will concentrate my attention upon Spain. There
is a danger of the news from China pushing Spain into the
background. By helping to strike a telling blow against the
fascists in Spain we will weaken not only Hitler, Mussolini
and Franco, but at the same moment the Japanese militarists
whose fortunes rise or fall with those of the European fascists.

In Spain the necessity of our help is pressing and immediate,
and decisive in determining the outcome.

In Defense of Republican Spain

The Spanish Republic is fully capable of settling accounts
with Franco and the Spanish fascists in a few months, if the
foreign armies are withdrawn and outside aid to Franco is
stopped. The aim of our campaign is, therefore, to put a stop
to the aid being given Franco; direct aid on the part of the
fascist powers, and indirect aid on the part of the non-fascis
powets.

This means we must demand and fight for the stoppage of
military aid to Franco; withdrawal of the German and
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Italian navies from Spanish waters, withdrawal of their armies
from Spanish territory, putting an end to the piracy of
German and Italian submarines operating under Franco’s flag;
stopping the supply of arms, munitions, airplanes, etc. This
means the stoppage of economic and financial aid; no loans,
credits, or trade with Franco. This means the stoppage of
diplomatic aid to Franco; no recognition of the Franco
government, nho sending of diplomatic representatives, 1o
negotiations, no recognition of belligerent rights, toward

which the British Tory government is moving, thus selling

out the Spanish Republic in a horse-trade with the fascists.
This means the stoppage of political aid: brand as treason
to democracy and peace all defense of Franco in the press
and in Congtess, all justifying of Franco and all discrediting
of Spain and its government. This means stopping all
indirect aid to Franco that results from the policy of “neutral-
ity” and “non-intervention,” which in reality create a priv-
ileged position for Franco, and lead to blockading republican
Spain. This means to fight against anything which, directly
or indirectly, lends strength to the German and Italian
interventionists. This means giving up the splitting policy of
the Socialist Party and the Second International which helps
Franco by its systematic refusal of unity of action and by
ts shelter of the Trotskyite-fascist “fifth column” which stabs
the Spanish Republic in the back.

All of our practical work in behalf of republican Spain
has the greater aim of arousing the American people to a
realization of the horrible crimes being committed against
peace and democracy by the fascists, to a realization that if
the influence of the United States is not used to help stop
these crimes quickly, then we may be suffering the same
hotrors before long. Out country is the most rich and power-
ful in the world; it is intolerable that our peace-loving and
democratic people should allow its influence to be on Franco’s
side, directly or indirectly.
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Smash the Defeatist Propagandal

pasjtn::;]c:sn bz:impape.:rs, notnr%o-usly reactionary, have in the
Bl n partlcu.larly vicious in their propaganda de-
B don;vmce their readers that republican Spain is
i efeat, and that therefore all help to Spain is use-
ol lt it W;)uld be better to come to terms with Franco
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long fought F Lc tegulat army and the unified command
achievgdgo ] or by. the Spanish Communist Party, still to b;
e nly stx months later. The heroic stand at Jarama
wete still ?s V;cmry A Guadalajara, in February and March,
e iz i}:e Pffigd when the Spanish People’s Army s
ol ang i E n;]a ing, and they were won largely by iron
Uitk e[ esh. But last summer, the victory of Brunete
army undei the achievement of an organized and equipped
e ol 5 : ;&ngle command. The reorganization of the
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Republic Fl’-. ;s e f f;I;mCOlu?I}” !Ef)ehind the fronts. Today thi
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